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5HE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulat,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  century,  has  said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Record  0f  t,uis  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
man}r,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  Of  3roung  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possibk 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them 
selves  that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biogranr 
ical  sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

July,   18'J3.  CHAPMAN   BROS. 
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FIRST  PRESIDENT. 


HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
A.ugustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  T743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathematics.       His     spelling   was    rather    defective. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  14  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  r75r,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  ^52  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  .This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 


GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 


trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says  :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
^f  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  lo  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  10 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  H. 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumeu 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7  89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  Marth, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sul  - 
ordinate  officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat 
ters  in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  1 2,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wi'h  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  be<*n  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erecl 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  heing  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
.President  and  the  first  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
"^  miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry- 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
'school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
jils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holdir._,  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 
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tions  he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  popular 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos 
ton  in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He. 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  avei 
appointed  June  1 1 ,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  ths 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  -was  or  wiL 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  hide- 
pendent  states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary, 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of' 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows- 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  pioposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  17 96,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While   Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  atissuj  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "In- 
dependence forever."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  ore  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests.was  intellectual  ard  expres 
sive,  but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  h'S. 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteotis. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Tefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
born  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
Pwell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
rnd  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obodeof  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  In 
r 77 2  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  thsre 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Cclonial  Congress. 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776,     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast— - 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
60verign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  1,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  Ih 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
-southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  nc 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha'. 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  airof  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
Sawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  trie  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom  ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand"  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  }.:s  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
■f  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  16,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,   1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   republic  were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to    be   called    to   his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177 1,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf  ■ 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  ot 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(T777)>  ne  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  ^84,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inetficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  Ceneral  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention  ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war.  , 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat ;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  18 12,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  i8i3>  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infan . 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
i8t3,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  doer  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  i8i5,the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  atGhent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
.Presidentof  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
lany  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
*>  of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day,  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  o.  lie  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro-| 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry ;  and,  having  recovered, 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-canip ;  but  becoming  desirous  tp  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed' 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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lie  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
ihe  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
Thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused tiie  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  die  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  countrv,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  years.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  oui 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Departmeni 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  oi 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  year? 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  T823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  w  if  h 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub 
due  portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  no' 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died, on  the  4th  of  July    -331 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
^States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his    honored   father, 
John  Adams,  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
on  the  nth  cf  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during   the  almost   constant   ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When   but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
^    his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  fatner  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  ot  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  study;  then  accompanied  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  17  81,  when  the  manly  Loy  was  but  fourteen 
yea*s  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his   private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
ms  studies,  under  a  pr>'"ate  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  v 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintanct 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reacheo 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treajy  with 
Gieat  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  h 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  a- 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Benin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  ar. 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter! 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  tltf 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  <i«a'iced    ■ 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  r8o9- 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  i8r9,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
1 8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  Ihe  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
foi  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seifen.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
be  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
50ml lined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adnms.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
»V*e  01st  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  heme  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retirtd 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew- 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assuwte 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seMgriteen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"  the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  '1  he 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he- 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  ot 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  pra)er  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2  rst  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  lie  fell,  again  stricken  by  parnly 
sis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  lime  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  ai.d 
said  "  This  is  the  end 'of  earth  ,-"llien  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  "/am  content"  These  were  the 
last    words  of    the    grand     "Old     Man     Eloquent." 
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SE  VENTH  PRESIDENT. 


NDREW     JACKSON,     the 
seventh    President    of     the 
'United   States,  was  bom  in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.    C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.    His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from    Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.      His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly;   and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,    made   visible,  which   was   at- 
tiactive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
Dlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes,— one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  w    obtaining   their  exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  III n  s^ 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  sack  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  oi 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
witn  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  t79r,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  elevn* 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegare?.'; 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  ia 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress   then    held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions ;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  oi 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  ofrquarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itsterriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  oyone  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's   life   were   that    of   a    devoted  Christian    man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth      President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July   24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in  the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  halt  way  up   on   one    face. 
▼        The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  U  out  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  roman!  *c  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

Ae  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
J.  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his    native  village, 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  ot 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vi] 
lage.  The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th. 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  the- 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  sho.t 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump. 
tion,  leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  ovei 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  wa^ 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  181 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
p. ominent  leaders  of  th6  Democratic   party,   he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  1 82 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  beirg  then  in  the 
Vresidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
..he  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
'State  Rights "  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
'deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
[o  touch  the  secret  spiings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  arid  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused    to    ratify  the   nomination,   and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
fiowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events- 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  reelection. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoyii  g  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life* 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9, 1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin   Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John   Hancock   were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice    re-elected.       His   son, 
j  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
»obert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Jpon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  'emonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
.laving  obtain-^  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  >vas  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil. 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap 
pointed  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrisoii 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  Abo.p 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  anorator:  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accoutrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side,and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  j'ist  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
jus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can  - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  18 1 9,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re -nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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§L  Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born   in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high    social    po- 
sition.    At  the    early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and   Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great   assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly  with    his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
hot  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  wi;h  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internoi  improvements  by  the  General  Govern- 


ment, a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  rplit  in  the   Democratic 
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/arty.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  -'cund  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  longlife  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare  ?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Hanrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
tiis  veto.      He   suggested,   however,  that  he  would 


approve'  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  lelief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unnsual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
moans  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  CaV- 
houn  had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  deslroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
I  once  presided,   he   was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
v  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were    Samuel   and    Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  i3o6,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  fatnly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore) 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel1 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial  and 
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courter-us  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joy  s  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
(Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  r824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous  ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  Hoiwe  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  1 4th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th of  March,  1S45,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
JVlmonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
Weft  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wai 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation,' 
then  of  "  invasion,  "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
ana  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  was  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fiftv-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 

a 

was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
%>  father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
3;f$  tinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
w  ier  home,  away  from  civilization  and 
I  all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
oianifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
I.i  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 1 2,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
ied  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering   fifty  men,   many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down ;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectuai  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
Employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
/beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
(In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
iiac'  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
heie  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
ic  die  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
ninidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
ind  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
jit  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
wa,;  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
P'alma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Puena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
•\ &  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready/ 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
•I'read  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
W  hig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
bred, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
1'iesidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
oftice.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
w'lio  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
'i.;i\x  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'touch  with'a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  Inshore 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortah^,  taJv- 
saving   contempt   for  learning  of  every  kind.' 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,   was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,   N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances.    Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it   has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 

f  position,  graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1 83 1 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, chough  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
Mid  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upoji  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  fanner's  boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  fur  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own. 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  abouti 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hal1  ■ 
ind  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means   as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degn  e  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
uny  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  u|ion  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was   elected  Comptroller  of    the   State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  cone  lliate 
the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacyof  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  tha* 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any  I 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  S,    1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth    President  of  the 
'  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with   his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a   home   in    the 
wilderness.     He  was  3  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar ;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  cf  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,   and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  Th« 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834.  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honoied,    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
Strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pieice 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States   en    the  4th   of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which   di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave   his    sympathies   to  j 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had   ever  been 
allied.     He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment.    He  continued  to  reside  in    Concord   until  I 
the  time  of  his  death,   which   occurred    in    October, 
1869.     He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social   of] 
men,   an   honored   communicant   of    the    Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.      Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed    liberally  for   the   al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns-] 
people  were  often  gladened  by  his   material    bounty. 
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AMES BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Perm.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  wi  u 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highesi 
honors  of  his  clas:..  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Verv  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  o) 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  s 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  foi 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  ir., 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  nuJring  repn- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the 
course  of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and 
wholesale  removal  from  office  of  those  who  were 
not  the  supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon 
this  question  he  was  brought  into  direct  collision 
with  Henry  Clay.  He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  ad- 
vocated expunging  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate 
the  vote  of  censure  against  Gen.  Jackson  for  remov- 
ing the  deposits.  Earnestly  he  opposed  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
urged  the  prohibition  of  the  circulation  of  anti- 
slavery  documents  by  the  United  States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  ad- 
vocated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received; 
and  that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject. 
"Congress,"  said  he,  "might  as  well  undertake  to 
interfere  with  slavery  under  a  foreign  government 
as  in  any  of  the  States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  cross- 
ing the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the 
disputed  territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mex- 
icans to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory 
was  a  declaration  of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read 
with  pleasure  the  account  of  the  course  our  Gov- 
ernment pursued  in  that  movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of 
1850,  which  included  the  fugitive  slave  law.  Mr. 
Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  hon- 
ored Mr.  Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency. 
The  political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe 
in  which  our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the 
friends  of  slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advo- 
cates of  its  restriction  and  final  abolition  on  the 
other.  Mr.  Fremont,  the  candidate  of  the  enemies 
of  slavery,  received  114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan received  1 74,  and  was  elected.  The  popular 
vote  stood  1,340,618  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for 
Buchanan.  On  March  4,  1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was 
inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only 
four  years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  three-score 
years  and  ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom 
he  had  been  allied  in  political  principles  and  action 
for  years,  were  seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, that  they  might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our 
free  institutions  a  nation  whose  corner-stone  should 


be  human  slavery.  In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan was  hopelessly  bewildered.  He  could  not, 
with  his  long-avowed  principles,  consistently  op- 
pose the  State-rights  party  in  their  assumptions.  As 
President  of  the  United  States,  bound  by  his  oath 
faithfully  to  administer  the  laws,  he  could  not, 
without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind,  unite  with 
those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  Republic.  He 
therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard- 
bearer  in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro- 
slavery  party  declared  that  if  he  were  elected  and 
the  control  of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from 
their  hands  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  tak- 
ing with  them  as  they  retired  the  National  Capi- 
tol at  Washington  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slave- 
holders, claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan avowing  that  Congress  had  no  power  to 
prevent  it,  one  of  the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of 
governmental  imbecility  was  exhibited  the  world 
has  ever  seen.  He  declared  that  Congress  had  no 
power  to  enforce  its  laws  in  any  State  which  had 
withdrawn,  or  which  was  attempting  to  withdraw, 
from  the  Union.  This  was  not  the  doctrine  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  when,  with  his  hand  upon  his  sword- 
hilt,  he  exclaimed.  "The  Union  must  and  shall  be 
preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  1860,  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  de- 
spair. The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston;  Ft. 
Sumter  was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and 
arsenals  were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores 
were  plundered;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post- 
offices  were  appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels  and  the  imbecility  of 
our  Executive  were  alike  marvelous.  The  nation 
looked  on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to 
glide  away  and  close  the  administration,  so  ter- 
rible in  its  weakness.  At  length  the  long-looked- 
for  hour  of  deliverance  came,  when  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  to  receive  the  scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his 
fame,  that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its 
billows  of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no 
word  came  from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that 
our  country's  banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag 
of  the  Rebellion.  He  died  at  his  Wheatland  re- 
treat, June  1,  1868. 
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BRAHAM    LINCOLN,    the 

sixteenth  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  1 2, 
1809.  About  the  year  1780,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
3  Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  his 
family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  forever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
•  abin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
''All  lhat  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother". 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana    Wher- 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  'ead 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committf'^  tt 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  arfi 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sisto 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mat 
ried  when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  anc 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  ;n  1830 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age., 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  then 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home/and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  oi 
education,  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  •'.,„;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  labore 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swiue,  floated  them  dowi 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis 
sissippi  to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lii 
coin  undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  giv> 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In   this  adven 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected.  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  16th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
prominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him : 
And  aslittledid  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
uily,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon   this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  hi.-, 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  Iroughi 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  p-ovided  to 
take  him  from  HarrisL'urg,  through  Baltimcre,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  sorted  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  haa 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other   administration   have    the    duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,   as  those  which   fell    to 
the  lot  of   President    Lincoln.      Knowing   this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own   strength   to   cope   with,   the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  iu 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all    his 
trials,  bofh  personal   and   national.      Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.     He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was   leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.     From  the  time  he  j 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination,and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.    April    14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant,  | 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend   Fords'  Theater.      It 
was  announced  that  they  would  Le  present.      Gen.  1 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.    President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, wUn  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that  1 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them,  J 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.     While  listening  to  j 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth  ' 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were  I 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.     It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was  4 
in  tears.     His  was  a  life  which  will   fitly  become   a] 
model.     His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  villi 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  hisio-.ntry-  J 
men  being  unable   to  decide    which   is    tl-»e    ui eater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  1808, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  :rven  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Tmil  teri  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  abour  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 
I  He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
iearned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  dook 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  o.. 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatior  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  a? 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Tan 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thos,. 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1 84 1,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  I*. 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and' 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  res]>onsible  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abi. 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1S45,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
und  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
oe  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "  Sir,'" 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  figdeaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i8uo,  he 
ivas  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
ern Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.  In 
1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  T5, 
1S65,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
rhey  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  beat  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inconsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotent';-, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter  I 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health  jut  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  a.  m.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect- 
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LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
^United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
'  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  T843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Pal  ma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anir».il,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 
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From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army:  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the, 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  is*''  of 
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June,  t86i,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
'General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
irebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
•if  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lockout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
;ind  enter  upon  thf  duties  of  his  new  office 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  ot 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarte:s  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  saU 
vation.  The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5  th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23J 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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UTHERFORD  B.    HAYES, 
the    nineteenth   President    of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  0.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three    months   after   the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.       His    ancestry   on   both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter.    It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
/OQa    as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Wf      Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
rtglgf     tains,   fighting    side    by    side   with 
WW      Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
as?      Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
tIt       nobility,   owned    extensive    estates, 
'         and  had  a  large  following.     Misfor- 
.-ne  overtaking  the  family,  George   Hayes  left  Scot- 
.and  in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.     His  son 
George  wui  born   in   Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.     Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.     Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724.  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  awd  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith   and    tavern-keeper.       He  emigrated   to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.     Here    his  son    Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  r8t3,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  i8t2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways. 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  r822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most!  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
"familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
'boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  w<snt  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
kn  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,- 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland.of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
Cession. 

\n  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent'/.fe.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  othei'  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as ^hief  Justice  SalmonJ?^  Chase) 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Club  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  but  he  declined  to  ac. 
cept  the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  !if,.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  -id 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army  ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  populai  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in  1 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  witli  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  or-.° 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
1831,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abram  and    Eliza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
;,  tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
ms  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
vween  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
nard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
iheir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Tames.  In  May,  1823^  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
fell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  biother's 
tcil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he' struggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor 
the  humblest  friend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  hi 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen' 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  lo  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  slated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion: 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  1 1,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  r86r.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
^Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  history  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Ge?  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of.  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congiess  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshut. 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says :  "  Sinct 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  & 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whict 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  18S1,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Gaifield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favo;  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  nofurlhei 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  peop'  = 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J  ,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  km:  deed. 
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HESTER  A.  ARTHUR, 
twenty-first  Presi^m  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Franklin  Courty,  Vermont,  on 
thefifthof  Oc'ober,  1830,  and  is 
the  oldest  of  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  five  daughters.  His 
father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Arthur,  a  Baptist  d',rgyman,wlu, 
emigrated  to  tb.s  country  from 
the  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  in 
his  1 8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newtonville,  neai  Albany,  after  a 
long  and  successful  ministry- 
Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S<  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  e.Uered  the  office  of  ex- Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
Dut  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success^ 
ful  career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  w&xved  the  daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthurs 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
I  in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  T852  that  Jon. 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Chailes  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge -Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  thecontinent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
(or  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
.yas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
.vlaich  4,  1 88 1,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
(\  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  momem 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  nevei 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  othei 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  0/ 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  ol 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York. 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were,  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  im 
hands;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  cm 
affair.1  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wiseh  hat  but  few  criticised  lis  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con 
vention  at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
j^^  born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con 
trast  with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way."  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concludBd  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
thf;re  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him ;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
isk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
lav,"  was  the  reply,  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
th*  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head  ?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
p?ace  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  Ihem  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Graver's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
Have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  Tiie  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day'of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
out  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
t,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
eiected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
io  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
tMcial  reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui 
tous  street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  fov 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was.  nominated  July 
ii,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  ihe  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  ol 
March,  1885. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy 
between  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continu- 
ance of  silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed, 
Mr.  Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before 
his  inauguration. 

On  June  2,  1886,  President  Cleveland  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  his  deceased  friend  and 
partner,  Oscar  Folsom,  of  the  Buffalo  Bar.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  daugh- 
ter, Ruth.  In  the  campaign  of  1888,  President 
Cleveland  was  renominated  by  his  party,  but  the 
Republican  candidate,  Gen.  Benjamin  Harrison, 
was  victorious.  In  the  nominations  of  1892  these 
two  candidates  for  the  highest  position  in  the  gift 
of  the  people  were  again  pitted  against  each  other 
and  President  Cleveland  was  victorious  by  an 
overwhelming  majority. 
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[ENJAMIN  HARRISON,  the 
twenty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
ers and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom- 
well's power  it  became  thv,  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  m  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afterward  tc  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  1660.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
min Harrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  wnom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1774-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
wa  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia* 
°>en    William  Henry  Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suo„ 
cessful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with«a  elean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  ^fter  jis  inruguration. 
President  Harrison  wap  born  at  Sor".  Bond. 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  a,0, 18s3,  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  trn 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en= 
ter  upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  receiv&d  tfc-v 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  his  aunt  dying  left  him 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  & 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  take 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an',  be- 
gin the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  witii  his 
young  mie  to  ngtik,  for  a  place  in  the  world      Ha 
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decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  sligbt 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
tlie  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession.    He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  1860  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speakei  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
out  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
r.t  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
•iotnplimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
ho  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
premo Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
ing Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864 
ne  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  term.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
.ever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
"ncidents  of  the  war, 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  re-election  as 
eporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law„  In  1876 
ae  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
eated,  the  brilliant  campaign  ho  niade  won  lor  him 
.x  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
pecial.y  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
ynd  wic  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
lie  set-ved  six  years,  and  jras  known  as  one  ox  the 
tbiest  men,  bast  lawyer'  ~nd  strongest    debaters  in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  ami 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  hir 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  ta  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anti 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  the 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  Statu 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  de;;red  ti 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all  his  e'oq-'ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  witli 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  akeady  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought  precise  iu  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  brillian   orator  c    ta^  day 
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),HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
jf  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion *.o  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Tho  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  tht 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  theii 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  <  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  thougr 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme. 
tery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live? 
are  unworthy  of  oublic  record.. 
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/fir**  EN.  MAHLON  D.  MANSON.  The  life  and 
(|[  c— ,  character  of  the  gentleman  whose  well- 
^^J!  known  name  opens  this  article  may  be 
studied  with  profit  by  the  young,  contemplated 
with  satisfaction  by  the  patriotic,  and  referred  to 
witli  pride  by  his  kindred  and  friends.  His  name 
is  honorably  mentioned  on  many  pages  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  late  war,  and  in  the  political  life  of 
the  State  of  Indiana  he  has  taken  a  prominent 
part.  In  private  life  he  has  sustained  an  unsullied 
reputation,  and  has  deserved  the  confidence  and 
good-will  of  his  fellow-men. 

Gen.  Manson  was  born  near  Piqua,  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  February  18,1818.  His  Christian 
name  was  given  him  as  a  mark  of  regard  for  Gov. 
Mahlon  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  who  was  Secre- 
tary of  War  under  Gen.  Jackson.  The  father  of 
our  subject  died  when  he  was  but  three  years  old, 
and  he  early  became  the  support  of  his  mother. 
After  some  years  of  his  boyhood  had  been  spent 
in  mechanical  pursuits,  he  became  a  druggist's 
clerk,  and  soon  after  set  up  for  himself  in  that 
business.  In  October,  1842,  he  removed  to  Indi- 
ana and  taught  school  in  Montgomery  County. 
He  studied  medicine  and  attended  a  course  of  lec- 
tures at  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  at  Cincinnati, 
and  a  partial  second  course  in  New  Orleans.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  practice  medicine  in  Crawfords- 
ville,  but  continued  as  a  druggist. 

Upon  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico Gen.  Manson  entered  the  service  as  Captain  of 
Company  I,  Fifth  Indiana  Regiment,  Col.  James 
H.  Lane  commanding,  with  which  he  participated 
in  the  campaign  with  Gen.  Scott  from  Vera  Cruz 
to  the   Capital.     Upon   his   return   to  Crawfords- 


ville  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed  his  busi- 
ness as  a  druggist,  and  in  1851  was  elected  Repre- 
sentative from  Montgomery  County  to  the  General 
Assembly.  He  served  during  the  important  ses- 
sions of  1851-52,  in  which  the  laws  of  the  State 
were  revised,  and  which  adopted  the  new  consti- 
tution. In  1856  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  which  nominated  Bu- 
chanan and  Breckenridge.  In  1860  he  was  an  ar- 
dent supporter  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and  when 
the  war  broke  out  he  placed  himself  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Union  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  re- 
cruiting of  the  first  company  raised  in  Montgom- 
ery Count}',  under  Gen.  Lew  Wallace.  Two  days 
afterward,  in  five  hours  he  raised  a  company,  witli 
which  he  marched  to  Indianapolis.  From  the  men 
he  brought  into  camp,  two  companies  of  the  Tenth 
Indiana  Regiment  were  formed,  and  Company  G 
elected  Mr.  Manson  Captain. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  regiment  Mr. 
Manson  was  commissioned  Major,  and  within  ten 
days  afterward  was  promoted  to  be  Colonel.  Early 
in  June  his  regiment  was  ordered  to  West  Virginia, 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Rich  Mountain. 
His  regiment  was  placed  in  advance  with  Gen. 
Rosecrans,  and  on  the  19th  of  January,  1862,  Col. 
Manson  and  his  brigade  participated  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Mill  Spring.  After  that  battle  the  Union 
forces  returned  to  Louisville,  and  the  ladies  of 
that  city  presented  the  Tenth  Indiana  with  a  beau- 
tiful flag,  which  was  received  by  Col.  Manson  in 
behalf  of  his  regiment.  March  24,  1862,  Col.  Man- 
son  was  appointed  Brigadier-General  by  President 
Lincoln,  and  this  promotion  was  valued,  as  it  came 
to  him    without   solicitation.     To    give    the    war 
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record  of  this  brave  general  would  include  the 
most  brilliant  and  effective  portion  of  the  army's 
movements  during  those  years. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1864,  the  army  corps  with 
winch  Gen.  Man  son  was  connected  moved  upon 
the  Confederate  works  at  Resaca,  and  it  was  at 
this  place  that  this  brave  officer  made  one  of  those 
displays  of  courage  which  make  patriots'  hearts 
glow  with  pride.  To  show  Gen.  Haskell  how  he 
might  best  avoid  the  enemy's  fire,  Gen.  Manson 
sprang  upon  the  works,  when  he  was  struck  by  a 
piece  of  shell  upon  the  right  shoulder,  and  his 
arm  was  thereby  disabled  forever.  Although  he 
was  carried  off  the  Held  insensible,  in  a  fevv  days 
lie  resumed  command,  but  he  was  finally  obliged 
to  enter  the  hospital  at  Nashville.  He  was  there 
at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Franklin,  but  was  later 
removed  to  Louisville,  where  he  remained  for 
eighty-five  days,  and  here,  after  having  an  opera- 
tion performed,  he  became  satisfied  that  he  would 
not  be  able  to  again  take  his  command,  and  so  De- 
cember 21,  1864,  lie  resigned. 

During  his  career  Gen.  Manson  was  never 
known  to  complain  of  any  duty  assigned  to  him, 
and  he  was  distinguished  for  accuracy  of  judg- 
ment and  promptness  in  action,  and  was  respected 
by  his  equals  and  loved  by  his  men.  Gen.  Man- 
son  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  party  in 
1864  as  their  candidate  for  Lieutenant-Governor, 
on  a  ticket  headed  by  the  late  Joseph  E.  McDon- 
ald, but  while  he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket,  he  was 
defeated.  In  1866  he  was  nominated  for  Sec- 
retary of  State,  but  was  defeated,  and  in  1868  he 
was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
Ninth  District,  but  the  district  was  largely  Repub- 
lican and  he  was  defeated.  In  1870  he  was 
again  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress,  and 
was  elected  over  Gen.  Lew  Wallace,  and  served  in 
the  Forty-second  Congress. 

(! en.  Manson  was  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions  and  performed  a  great  amount 
of  labor,  rendering  great  service  to  his  disabled 
companions.  In  L873  he  was  appointed  and  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com- 
mittee,  and  in  1875  he  was  made  its  Chairman,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  dining  the  memorable 
campaign    of    1876;   he   represented    the    State    at 


large  in  the  convention  at  St.  Louis,  and  supported 
the  candidacy  of  Thomas  A.  Hendricks  for  the 
nomination  for  President.  He  was  one  of  the 
number  who  went  to  New  Orleans  after  the  elec- 
tion in  1876  to  represent  Mr.  Tilden,  and  in  that 
year  he  was  elected  to  be  Auditor  of  the  State  with 
a  plurality  of  votes  amounting  to  fourteen  thou- 
sand. In  1884  he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, but  resigned  to  accept  the  office  of  Collec- 
tor of  Internal  Revenue  in  the  Terre  Haute  Dis- 
trict. In  1886  President  Cleveland  appointed 
Thomas  Hanlon  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue, 
but  as  he  was  not  con firmed,  Gen.  Manson  received 
the  appointment  the  same  year. 

Our  distinguished  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
commission  in  charge  of  building  the  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Monument  at  Indianapolis, and  by  the 
organization  of  the  Mexican  War  veterans  of  In- 
diana was  unanimously  selected  to  represent  the 
period  of  the  Mexican  War  on  the  monument. 
He  has  long  been  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Grand  Army,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  in  1841,  in  which  he  has  taken 
all  of  the  degrees,  including  the  thirty-second, 
and  has  filled  the  offices  in  the  subordinate  as  well 
as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  He  was  Deputy 
Grand  Master  for  two  years. 

Gen.  Manson  was  united  in  marriage  on  the 
21th  of  May,  1850,  with  Miss  Caroline  Mitchell, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  Mitchell,  of  Crawfordsville. 
Ind.  Mrs.  Manson  was  born  at  Camden,  Preble 
County,  Ohio.  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Manson  have  had 
born  to  them  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  the  eldest  child  and  daughter  being 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  Manson  for  many  years  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Gen.  Manson  is  a  man  of  commanding  presence, 
and,  until  disabled  by  his  wound,  a  man  of  strong 
constitution.     His  manner  is  frank  and  engaging, 
and  he  has  an  invaluable   faculty,  springing   from 
the  kindness  of  his  heart  and  goodness  of  motive, 
of  making  men  feel  at  home  when  in  his  presence. 
An  eloquent  orator,  he  commands    the   attention, 
convinces  the  reason,  arouses  the  enthusiasm,   and   I 
awakens  the   zeal   of    his    hearers.     A    brave    and   J 
gallant  soldier,  a  prudent  and  conscientious  states-    I 
man,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  a  faithful  friend,  an 
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honest  man  in  business,  and  a  true  man  in  all  the 
relations  of  life,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  holds 
a  high  position  in  the  esteem  and  affection  of  the 
people  of  the  State.  He  rose  from  poverty  to 
justly  deserved  eminence,  and  the  bright  light 
which  beats  upon  his  life  discovers  no  flaw  in  his 
character.  Not  by  accident  or  aid  of  others,  but 
by  earnest  toil,  constant  perseverance,  through 
smoke  and  blood  of  battle,  he  has  attained  success 
in  life,  military  glory,  political  and  social  popu- 
larity and  the  love  and  honor  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Such  men  as  he  make  all  men  their  debtors. 


§*^ll^f!^§*§ 


IL_  ON.  JOSEPH  MILL1GAN,  the  gentleman 
\Y(  Jt\  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written,  has  been 
/.4W^   one    of   the    stanch,  stable  men   connected 

(§§i)  with  the  fin  ancial,  social,  educational  and 
political  world  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Joseph  Milligan  was  born  in  Perry,  then  Cum- 
berland, County,  Pa.,  near  Harrisburg,  March  3, 
1814,  and  was  the  son  of  David  and  .Sarah  (Wal- 
lace) Milligan.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  from 
Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  young- 
The  mother  was  a  native  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and 
came  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  who  settled  in  this 
country  about  1765.  When  Joseph  was  but  a 
baby  his  father  settled  at  Braddock's  Fields,  the 
old  battleground  near  Pittsburgh.  Here  he  reared 
his  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Joseph  was 
the  seventh  child  and  the  only  one  living.  A  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Graham  of  Kansas,  died  February  17 
1892,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  one  brother^ 
Robert  Milligan,  died  about  1887.  His  brother 
Thomas  was  a  graduate  of  Wabash  College  in  the 
second  class  from  that  college,  in  1839,  and  for 
many  years  was  a  Trustee  of  the  college.  He  be- 
came a  minister  and  officiated  principally  in  Owen 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  died  in  1876,  and  there  his 
parents  both  passed  away.  The  old  homestead 
still  remains  in  the  family. 

Joseph  remained  on  the  farm  until  he  was  nine- 
teen years  old,  and  in  1833  he  emigrated  to  Mont- 


gomery County,  where  his  elder  brother,  John,  had 
settled  in  1830.  The  latter  was  the  projector  of 
the  town  of  Waveland,  as  he  owned  the  land  and 
laid  out  the  village.  Joseph  soon  secured  a  posi- 
tion in  a  store  at  Crawfordsville,  but  remained 
there  only  a  short  time,  owing  to  the  proprietor 
wishing  him  to  handle  whisky,  and  this  he  re- 
fused to  do,  and  thus  early  showed  those  right 
principles  which  have  marked  his  career  through 
life. 

With  only  $10  in  his  pocket,  but  with  the  happy 
disposition  and  faith  in  himself  which  character- 
ize the  Irish  blood  the  world  over,  Joseph  started 
down  the  Ohio.  He  had  a  deck  passage  to  Cin- 
cinnati, and  from  Crawfordsville  he  went  as  far  as 
"The  Narrows"  of  Sugar  Creek,  a  trading-point  on 
the  creek,  and  here  he  spent  one  year  in  charge  of 
a  store  for  John  Mitchell,  who  during  this  time 
went  to  New  Orleans  with  two  flatboats  of  pork; 
he  died  of  cholera  while  on  the  trip,  on  board 
of  the  steamer,  and  was  buried  on  the  banks  of 
the  river.  After  closing  up  these  affairs  Joseph 
took  one  term  in  Wabash  College  and  then  be- 
came a  merchant. 

The  brother  of  our  subject  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  near  where  Joseph  lived,  and  of- 
fered his  young  brother  a  partnership.  This  was 
accepted  and  he  went  into  the  store  at  Jackson- 
ville, where  he  remained  about  four  3'ears  and  did 
well,  as  it  was  the  first  store  there.  On  his  return 
to  Waveland  he  and  a  brother  formed  a  partner- 
ship in  a  store  and  there  he  continued  until  about 
1845.  During  this  time  he  was  also  buying  pork  at 
the  "Narrows,"  which  was  the  head  of  navigation, 
and  making  trips  with  it  to  New  Orleans. 

In  1845  our  subject  went  into  the  same  business 
for  himself  at  Waveland,  and  kept  on  enlarging 
until  1856,  when  his  business  had  assumed  extens- 
ive proportions.  He  then  bought  goods  in  New 
York  and  Cincinnati  and  carried  on  a  large  trade. 
At  this  time  he  bought  a  farm  in  Fountain  County 
and  went  into  partnership  with  other  parties  in 
general  merchandising,  he  supplying  the  means, 
and  in  1869  he  changed  his  residence  to  Craw- 
fordsville. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Milligan  bought  the  Rock- 
port  Mills  and  assisted   in   furnishing  supplies  to 
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the  soldiers,  donated  through  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission. At  the  organization  of  the  First  National 
Bank  he  became  a  Director  for  two  years,  and  prior 
to  1890  he  was  its  President,  and  still  holds  his 
connection  as  Director.  He  was  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  Crawfordsville  &  Southwestern  Rail- 
road, now  purchased  by  the  Vandalia.  His  influ- 
ence secured  the  right  of  way  and  the  perfect  or- 
ganization of  the  road. 

Mr.  Milligau  made  a  trip  through  Iowa  and 
Kansas  and  bought  thousands  of  acres  in  those 
States,  and  has  since  been  selling  them  with  great 
profit.  In  1839  he  rode  over  the  country  on  horse- 
back and  visited  Iowa  City  and  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
then  Milligan's  Lauding,  and  picked  out  valuable 
tracts;  he  has  also  handled  lands  in  this  State. 
In  1864  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  on  the 
Republican  ticket  and  served  for  two  terms,  and 
although  not  a  speaker  has  made  his  mark  upon 
the  history  of  the  State.  His  connection  with  his 
party  has  been  very  active  in  the  past,  and  he  was 
a  strong  supporter  of  the  war  movement. 

Mr.  Milligau  was  married  April  5,  1846,  to  Miss 
Janie  M.  Hawkins,  the  daughter  of  Col.  Hawkins, 
of  Hraddock,  Pa.,  but  her  death  occurred  January 
25,  1852,  when  she  left  one  daughter,  India  J.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twent3--four  years.  Mr.  Milligan 
was  married  a  second  time,  in  September,  1853,  to 
Miss  Harriet  N.  Fullin wider,  the  daughter  of 
Eleazer  and  Lavina  (Allen)  Fullinwider,  who  had 
settled  near  Waveland  about  1834.  The  father  was 
a  Kentuckian,  although  his  parents  had  come  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother's  from  Virginia,  and 
both  parents  died  in  this  county  in  1870  and  1879, 
respectively.  Mrs.  Milligan  has  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Hannah  Taylor,  the  widow  of  Rev.  Samuel  Taylor, a 
Presbyterian  minister  of  Frankfort  and  Waveland. 
Mis.  Milligan  was  born  March  13,  1825,  in  Shelby 
County,  Ky.,  and  the  children  of  the  family  are 
Harry  J.,  who  is  now  an  attorney  at  Indianapolis, 
and  a  graduate  of  Wabash  College;  and  Anna  Al- 
len, a  talented  young  lady,  who  is  her  father's 
most  valued  assistant. 

Mr.  Milligan  in  early  life  was  a  Methodist,  but 
for  the  past  thirty  years  has  been  an  Elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to 
the  General  Assemblies  at  St.  Louis  and  Saratoga. 


When  the  Rev.  Thomas  Milligan  resigned  as 
Trustee  of  Wabash  College,  Mr.  Joseph  Milligan 
was  appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  he  has  given 
the  college  interests  much  attention.  Another  im- 
portant post  held  by  Mr.  Milligan  was  that  of 
President  of  the  Orphans'  Home,  a  county  institu- 
tion, and  in  all  of  the  relations  of  life  he  has 
filled  the  measure.  He  is  a  man  of  whom  the  peo- 
ple of  the  county  are  proud,  for  he  reflects  the 
best  that  is  in  it. 


i>*<§^=-^ 


BARVEY  ADAMS.  The  vast  agricultural 
i)  resources  of  the  United  States  enable  thou- 
sands of  men  to  gain  a  maintenance  and 
secure  a  competence  by  tilling  the  soil. 
Parke  County  is  not  without  her  share  of  these  en- 
terprising workers,  and  among  those  in  Adams 
Township  who  own  and  occupy  excellent  estates 
is  the  gentleman  aboved  named,  who  is  numbered 
among  the  successful  men  of  the  county.  His 
property  is  well  improved,  and  the  owner  not  only 
raises  the  cereals  for  which  this  State  is  so  well 
adapted,  but  also  devotes  considerable  attention  to 
the  various  domestic  animals,  breeding  them  in 
considerable  numbers. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Philip  Adams,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 
His  father  came  from  England  to  America  in  an 
early  day,  and  Philip,  when  a  young  man,  went  to 
Ohio,  prior  to  the  War  of  1812,  in  which  he  took 
an  active  part.  He  settled  in  Ross  County,  near 
Chillicothe,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  there  married  a  Miss  Bird,  and  to  them 
were  born  three  children.  A  sad  occurrence  hap- 
pened in  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  some  time  af- 
ter he  married  Mary  L.  Chestnut,  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Chestnut,  who  was  of  Irish  descent.  Mrs. 
Adams  was  born  and  reared  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
'and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Adams  became  the 
mother  of  four  children,  our  subject  being  the 
first-born.  Those  living  are  our  subject,  and 
David,  who  is  a  physician  in  Edinburgh,  Ind.     The 
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deceased  are  James,  who  died  in  Gentry  County, 
Mo.,  and  Marion,  who  was  a  lawyer.  In  1830 
Philip  Adams  moved  to  Indiana  and  located  within 
seven  miles  of  Terre  Haute,  where  he  pursued 
farming  four  3'ears,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
moved  to  the  place  where  lie  now  lives.  This 
farm  consists  of  eigiity  acres,  fifteen  acres  of  which 
were  cleared  at  the  time  of  purchase.  From  time 
to  time  he  added  to  his  possessions,  until  at  his 
death  he  owned  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land  in  this  vicinity.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig. 
He  died  June  14,  1845,  his  wife  following  him  to 
the  life  beyond  eighteen  years  later. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
Jul}'  6,  1825,  and  was  about  six  3-ears  old  when 
his  father  moved  from  Ohio  to  this  county.  He 
was  educated  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse,  where 
he  pursued  his  studies  with  energy,  and  he  added 
to  the  knowledge  gained  therefrom  by  attendance 
for  two  winters  in  the  Rockville  school.  When  a 
lad  he  used  to  walk  three  miles  to  and  from  school 
each  day,  thus  demonstrating  his  determination  of 
being  a  man  of  a  noble  character,  and  although 
not  ambitious,  as  the  world  knows  ambition,  yet 
he  was  untiring  in  his  devotion  to  his  school  work. 
Like  a  good  son  he  remained  with  his  father,  as- 
sisting him  in  performing  the  duties  of  farm  life 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and  after  the  decease  of 
that  parent  still  continued  on  the  farm  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  August  22,  1849.  The 
lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Eliza  A.  Carothers,  a 
daughter  of  John  Carothers,  who  was  formerly  a 
farmer  of  Vermilion  County,  111.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  located  on  the  farm 
where  they  now  live  happily  together.  A  fam- 
ily of  eight  children  blessed  their  union.  They 
are:  John  W.,  who  is  living  near  Montezuma; 
Mary  A.,  who  was  the  wife  of  Josephus  Ott,  but 
died  February  28,  1891;  Joseph,  who  is  a  dealer  in 
machinery  in  Indianapolis;  Emma,  the  wife  of  S. 
C.  Trueblood,  who  is  engaged  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness at  Indianapolis;  Albert  M.,  of  Rockville; 
Lucy  O.,  who  married  Albert  Overman,  a  promi- 
nent clothier  of  Rockville;  Lewis  E.,  a  farmer  in 
this  neighborhood;  and  Anna  L.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years. 

Our  subject  has  in  his  possession    twenty-three 


hundred  acres  of  land  in  Parke  County,  all  of 
which  is  in  Washington,  Adams  and  Jackson 
Townships.  He  rents  a  greater  part  of  this  land, 
and  is  himself  chiefly  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising.  On  his  farm  he  has  erected  a 
beautiful  home  and  commodious  barn,  and  he  is 
the  third  largest  land-owner  in  Parke  County,  one 
of  the  oldest  settlers  now  living  in  Adams  Town- 
ship, and  one  of  the  most  well-to-do  citizens 
therein.  The  major  part  of  his  property  he  has 
accumulated  by  his  indomitable  will,  as  his  father 
was  enabled  to  give  him  only  #300  when  he  started 
in  his  life  pursuit.  He  has  amassed  a  fortune, 
and  has  always  been  a  cheerful  giver,  an  earnest 
worker  for  his  fellows,  and  now  enjoys  the  reward 
of  his  good  works  by  securing  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  In  his  political  relations  our 
subject  is  a  true-blue  Republican,  and  takes  an  ac- 
tive part  in  all  local  affairs,  although  never  an  as- 
pirant for  office. 


%  -•— ,      iii    1  1    9 


AMUEL  D.  PUETT.  The  legal  firm  of  Pu- 
ett  &  Adams,  of  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  senior  member,  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent,  not  only  in  Rockville,  but 
also  throughout  this  section  of  the  State,  where 
they  conduct  an  extensive  and  lucrative  general 
practice  in  all  the  courts.  In  the  majority  of  the 
most  important  cases  ever  brought  into  the  courts 
of  Parke  County,  their  names  have  appeared  and 
they  have  been  successful,  almost  invariably,  in 
gaining  the  suit. 

Samuel  D.  Puett  was  born  on  a  farm  located  five 
miles  east  of  Rockville,  March  22,  1846.  He  is  a 
member  of  a  family  whose  representatives  for  sev- 
eral generations  have  been  identified  with  the  de- 
velopment of  Parke  County.  His  father,  Johnson 
Puett,  and  grandfather,  Colman  Puett,  were  num- 
bered among  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Indiana, 
whither  they  migrated  from  North  Carolina  about 
the  year  1820,  and  first  made  settlement  in  Mon- 
roe County.     By  occupation  Johnson  Puett  was  a 
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farmer,  and  he  was  very  successful  in  his  under- 
takings, accumulating  property,  until  at  one  time 
he  was  the  owner  of  about  seven  hundred  acres. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  old  homestead  in  Parke 
County  in  1891,  when  he  had  attained  to  the  good 
old  age  of  eighty-four.  His  wife,  Patsy  Puett, 
still  survives. 

At  the  old  Parke  County  homestead,  the  subject 
of  this  notice  was  reared  to  a  sturdy  manhood, 
meanwhile  receiving  the  advantages  of  the  district 
schools.  Afterward  he  attended  the  Rockville 
schools,  and  later  entered  the  Bloomingdale  Acad- 
emy, after  which  for  one  year  he  was  a  student  in 
the  State  University  of  Indiana,  at  Bloomington. 
In  1870  he  entered  Asbury  (now  known  as  De 
Pauw)  University,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated.  His  literary  education  completed,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  the  law,  for  he  had  re- 
solved upon  following  that  profession.  At  Rock- 
ville he  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  S.  F.  Max- 
well, and  was  soon  afterward  admitted  to  practice 
law  at  the  Bar  of  the  State. 

In  the  spring  of  1871,  Mr.  Puett  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Judge  Maxwell,  which  continued  un- 
til the  death  of  the  Judge  in  1877.  Afterward  our 
subject  conducted  his  practice  alone  until  1883, 
when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Hiram  E.  Had- 
ley,  under  the  firm  title  of  Puett  &  Had  ley.  Upon 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Iladley  to  Washington  in  1889, 
the  connection  was  dissolved,  and  three  years  later, 
in  1892,  the  firm  of  Puett  &  Adams  was  established, 
the  junior  member  being  Albert  N.  Adams,  a  law- 
yer of  keen  discrimination  and  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  profession.  In  his  political  prefer- 
ences, Mr.  Puett  is  a  Democrat,  loyal  to  the  plat- 
form and  principles  of  his  party,  and  a  zealous 
advocate  of  its  candidates.  In  1876  he  served  as 
Presidential  Elector,  and  in  1888  he  was  Elector 
of  the  Eighth  District.  His  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters  has  been  an  flagging,  and  he  has  done 
not  a  little  to  promote  the  standard  of  education 
and  advance  the  grade  of  scholarship.  For  six 
years  he  held  the  office  of  School  Trustee  of  Rock- 
ville, and  at  the  present  time  is  President  of  the 
Hoard  of  Education  of  this  city. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Puett  in  1873  united  him 
with  Miss  Mamie  E.,  daughter  of    the  late  Judge 


Maxwell,  Rnd  one  child  has  blessed  their  union: 
S.  F.  Maxwell.  Socially,  Mr.  Puett  is  identified 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Masonic  or- 
der. In  his  religious  connections  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
a  generous  contributor  to  the  cause  of  religion. 
While  his  attention  is  principally^  devoted  to  the 
duties  of  his  profession,  he  by  no  means  remains 
indifferent  to  the  progress  of  the  community  and 
the  growth  of  the  city,  but  in  every  way  he  strives 
to  secure  the  advancement  of  those  measures  cal- 
culated to  facilitate  the  growth  of  Rockville  and 
increase  the  comfort  of  the  citizens. 


ft?  AMES  II.  KERR,  better  known  as  "Tip" 
Kerr,  was  born  August  22,  1839,  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives,  which  is  situated 
about  one  mile  and  a-half  from  the  village 
of  Bridgeton.  He  was  the  seventh  in  a  family  of 
nine  children,  five  daughters  and  four  sons,  born 
to  James  and  Mary  (Hartman)  Kerr.  The  father 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  November 
29,  1791.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Kerr, 
was  an  Irishman  by  birth,  and  with  his  three 
brothers,  David,  William  and  Hugh,  emigrated 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  to  the  United  States 
about  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  In 
their  religion,  they  were  Protestants.  They  all  lo- 
cated in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  but  the  three 
brothers  were  lost  sight  of,  and  nothing  is  known 
concerning  their  descendants. 

Thomas  Kerr  married  a  Miss  Young,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  and  when  their  son  James  was  about 
eight  years  old,  they  left  Pennsylvania  and  settled 
in  Fleming  Count}',  Ky.,  but  after  a  short  sojourn 
there  went  to  Mason  County,  in  the  same  State, 
and  purchased  a  farm.  That  place  remained  the 
home  of  Thomas  Kerr  until  he  was  called  from 
earth  in  1851.  His  wife  had  passed  away  some 
twenty  years  prior  to  his  demise.  The  farm  is  still 
in  possession  of  the  Kerr  family,  being  owned  by 
!  a  cousin  of  James  H.,  whose  father,  Samuel   by 
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name  (the  uuele  of  our  subject),  lived  there  for 
more  than  eighty-five  years,  and  at  last  closed  his 
eyes  to  the  scenes  of  earth  at  the  old  home  place, 
passing  away  in  1888,  when  ninety-one  years   old. 

Some  four  years  after  the  War  of  1812,  in 
which  he  was  a  participant,  James  Kerr  came  to 
Indiana  and  purchased  the  farm  where  "Tip"  now 
lives,  and  where  his  whole  life  has  been  spent.  At 
that  time,  1816,  there  was  not  a  house  in  all  Parke 
County,  and  the  land  had  not  been  reclaimed  from 
its  primeval  condition.  After  making  his  purchase, 
.lames  Kerr  returned  to  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1817  he  again  visited  Parke  Count}', 
but  after  a  short  sojourn  there  went  back  to  his 
old  home.  He  was  married  in  Kentuck}-  to  Sarah 
Merrill,  and  in  1822  came  to  Parke  County,  where 
in  1824  his  wife  died,  leaving  three  children. 
Mary,  the  first-born,  married  Joshua  Webster,  be- 
came the  mother  of  nine  children,  and  died  when 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  Susan,  Mrs.  John  R. 
Webster,  reared  seven  children,  and  now  resides 
in  Clay  County,  Ind.,  having  attained  to  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-two  (1893).  Samuel  P. 
married,  became  the  father  of  nine  children,  and 
died  in  1881,  at  fifty-eight  years  of  age. 

The  second  marriage  of  James  Kerr  united  him 
with  Mary  Harlman,  who  was  born  in  Rockingham 
County,  Va.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Hart- 
man,  a  Virginian,  whose  ancestors  emigrated  from 
Germany  many  3-ears  ago.  The  Hartman  family 
came  West  to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  in  1818.  Mrs. 
Mary  Kerr  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  and 
after  residing  for  fifty-seven  years  and  more  on 
the  old  Parke  County  homestead,  there  closed  her 
eyes  in  death  during  1884.  James  Kerr  was  a 
strong  Abolitionist  and  one  reason  for  his  leaving 
Kentucky  was  on  account  of  his  dislike  to  human 
slavery.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
shrewdness  and  business  tact,  but  of  limited  edu- 
cation. After  coming  to  Indiana  he  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Whigs  until  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party,  when  he  cast  in  his  lot  with  the 
new  organization.  It  was  his  hope  (and  he  lived 
to  see  it  fully  realized)  that  the  Republicans  would 
overthrow  the  slave  power. 

A  man  of  sterling  worth,  loved  and  esteemed  by 
all   who   knew  him,  James   Kerr   was    frequentl}' 


called  to  occupy  positions  of  honor.  He  was 
elected  on  the  Whig  ticket  to  represent  his  district 
in  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  in  1841-42-43-44-46 
and  47,  and  throughout  the  entire  period  of  his  ser- 
vice, he  ably  represented  his  constituents  and  proved 
himself  an  efficient  legislator.  In  his  decisions  he 
was  firm  and  unwavering,  and  when  his  mind  was 
once  made  up,  it  was  said  of  him  that  he  was  as 
immovable  as  the  Rock  of  Ages.  His  death  oc- 
curred August  16,  1876,  in  the  home  into  which 
he  had  moved  on  Christmas  Day  of  1839. 

Of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject, 
Elizabeth  was  married  to  Jacob  B.  Miller  and  died 
in  January,  1864,  leaving  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Virginia  became  the  wife  of  John  H. 
Williams,  a  resident  of  Hall  County,  Neb.,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. Zurelda,  Mrs.  James  Dai  ley,  became  the 
mother  of  one  son  and  two  daughters,  and  is  now 
deceased.  Armenta  became  the  second  wife  of  James 
Dailey;  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son  and  one 
daughter  and  make  their  home  at  Riley,  ten  miles 
southeast  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  John  Thomas  died 
September  18,  1849,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 
Sarah  married  Oliver  Holmes  and  they  live  not  far 
from  Sacramento,  Cal.  Thomas  Jefferson  died 
when  twenty-five  years  of  age,  June  3,  1866. 
George  W.  married  and  located  nine  miles  from 
Coffeyvillc,  Kan.,  where  at  the  time  the  Daltons 
were  killed,  James  II.,  who  was  visiting  his  brother, 
saw  the  murdered  men  as  they  la\-  dead  on  the 
street. 

'■Tip"  Kerr  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives.  The  first  school  he  ever  at- 
tended was  held  in  the  same  room  in  which  he  was 
born,  but  his  advantages  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion were  extremely  limited.  The  coiintr}-  was 
being  developed,  the  farm  must  be  improved,  and 
when  there  was  work  on  the  home  place  there  was 
but  little  time  for  going  to  school.  Later  on, 
when  he  had  reached  maturity,  he  discovered  that 
education  was  not  all  obtained  within  the  walls  of 
a  schoolhouse.  He  became  a  great  reader  and  is 
now  a  remarkably  well-read  and  well-informed 
man. 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  Mr.  Kerr  entered  the  army 
as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Forty- first  Regiment, 
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Second  Indiana  Cavalry.  His  first  engagement 
was  at  Sliiloh,  where  his  regiment  was  the  advance 
guard  of  Gen.  Buell.  Exposure  and  the  hardships 
of  war  resulted  in  his  contracting  camp  fever,  which 
reduced  him  from  one  hundred  and  sixty-two,  to 
one  hundred  and  seven,  pounds  in  weight,  and 
not  being  able  to  longer  perform  a  soldier's  duty, 
he  was  discharged  after  a  service  of  nine  months. 
For  thirteen  months  after  his  return  home,  he  was 
unable  to  perform  any  labor,  but  finally  his  vigor- 
ous constitution  triumphed  and  he  gradually 
regained  his  former  strength. 

In  1864  Mr.  Kerr  married  Miss  Maria  E.  Nichols, 
who  was  born  in  Putnam  Count}',  Ind.,  but  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  was  a  resident  of  Clay 
County.  Her  father,  Andrew  J.  Nichols,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia  and  a  pioneer  of  Putnam  Coun- 
ty. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerr  became  the  parents  of  six 
children.  Ella  E.  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Hopper, 
a  railroad  conductor  and  a  resident  of  Terre  Haute. 
George  married  Viola  Gates  and  is  a  teacher  at 
Rosedale.  James  is  at  home  with  his  father.  Mary 
E.  is  being  educated  at  the  State  Normal  and  is  a 
teacher  by  profession.  Hattie  E.  died  September 
3,  1880,  when  seven  years  old.  Nettie  Grace 
passed  a  way  August  11,  1880,  at  four  years  of  age. 
Socially,  Mr.  Kerr  is  a  Mason  and  a  member  of 
Parke  Chapter.  He  has  been  a  life-long  Republi- 
can and  served  as  Township  Trustee  for  several 
years.  He  and  his  wife  and  family  are  actively 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


*& 


ORGAN  McCLAIN  resides  on  section  15, 
Greene  Township,  Parke  County,  and  is  a 
native  of  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  where  he 
was  born  July  23,  1825.  He  is  a  son  of 
Jesse  McClain,  who  was  born  in  Bedford  County, 
Va.,  about  the  year  1798.  Jesse  was  the  son  of 
John  McClain,  who  went  to  Kentucky  and  settled 
in  Shelby  County  when  but  a  lad.  The  McClains 
were  early  settlers  of  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  where 
they  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 


The  father  of  our  subject  married  Miss  Mary 
Rush,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  24, 
1806,  and  died  February  25,  1886.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClain  located  in  Shelby 
County,  and  lived  there  until  they  emigrated  to 
Indiana,  in  the  fall  of  1830.  At  this  period  they 
settled  in  Greene  Township,  Parke  Count}-.  Jesse 
McClain  bought  eighty  acres  and  entered  another 
eight}'  from  the  Government.  There  was  not  a 
tree  touched  on  the  place  where  he  located,  and 
he  at  once  commenced  clearing  a  spot  where  he 
could  erect  a  cabin.  Here  in  the  vast  wilderness, 
by  the  little  stream  known  as  Trout  Branch,  which 
glided  merrily  through  the  woods,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McClain  settled  down  to  quiet  pioneer  life,  and 
there  lived  the  remainder  of  their  days.  To  this 
happy  couple  were  born  ten  children,  nine  of 
whom  reached  their  majority,  and  five  are  still  liv- 
ing, namely:  Lucinda,  widow  of  L.  D.  McGilvere}-; 
Matilda,  who  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Collings,  of  this 
township;  Morgan,  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
H.  0.  Putham,  of  this  township;  and  Joseph,  a 
resident  of  Fountain  County.  Jesse  McClain 
owned  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  good  land 
before  his  death,  the  most  of  which  he  cleared 
with  the  aid  of  his  children.  He  died  July  31, 
1874,  on  the  old  homestead,  and  li is  wife  died  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Isaac  Collings,  sev- 
eral years  after.  They  are  buried  at  the  old  Mt. 
Moriah  Cemetery,  in  this  township.  The  former 
was  a  member  of  the  Mt.  Moriah  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  he  was  pastor  for  over  forty  years.  Out 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  meetings  in  which 
he  acted  as  moderator,  he  missed  but  nine  times. 
His  creed  was  the  Predestinarian  Baptist,  in  which 
he  was  a  faithful  worker  and  did  much  good.  He 
was  a  very  devout  man  and  took  great  pleasure 
in  religious  matters,  and  his  home  was  always 
open  to  the  old  pioneer  ministers  of  those  days. 
Politically,  Mr.  McClain  was  a  Democrat. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  about 
five  years  old  when  he  came  to  Indiana  from  Ken- 
tucky with  his  parents.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  old  subscription  schools  of  those  days,  the 
schoolhouse  being  an  old  log  cabin,  with  punch- 
eon floor,  laige  fireplace,  and  greased  paper  for 
windows.     They   had   hard    times  and  many  dis- 
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couragements  to  meet,  but  our  subject  learned  to 
read  and  write,  which  was  about  all  that  any  of 
the  children  of  those  times  learned.  The  major 
part  of  his  education  was  gathered  from  his  own 
experience.  He  lived  with  his  father  till  a  year 
after  his  marriage,  and  helped   to  clear  the  place. 

In  1845,  in  the  month  of  February,  Mr.  McClain 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Jane,  a 
daughter  of  David  Johnson.  She  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Indiana 
when  a  small  girl.  When  he  ceased  living  with 
his  father,  our  subject  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 
adjoining  that  of  his  father's  estate,  where  he  lived 
till  1859,  when  he  sold  out.  He  then  moved  to  the 
place  where  he  now  resides  and  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  partly  improved  land, 
which  he,  by  hard  labor,  brought  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  kept  on  adding  to  this 
possession  until  he  owned  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  fertile  land,  all  in  one  vast  tract. 

Our  subject  has  been  the  father  of  fourteen 
children;  those  living  are  James  D.,  who  is  a 
laimer  of  Putnam  County,  this  State;  George  W., 
a  farmer  of  Montgomery  County;  David,  who  is 
extensively  engaged  in  agriculture  in  Howard 
Township,  this  county;  Mary  Ann,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Sanford  Spencer,  a  farmer  in  Montgomer}- 
County;  Jacob,  an  agriculturist  of  Greene  Town- 
ship; Francis  Marion,  who  is  married  and  resides 
on  the  farm  with  our  subject;  John  G.,  who  is  a 
farmer  in  this  township;  and  Alexander,  also  a  res- 
ident of  Greene  Township. 

Our  subject  has  divided  a  great  deal  of  his  land 
among  his  children,  giving  them  all  a  good  start 
in  life.  He  now  has  in  his  possession  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  arable  land,  well  improved, 
which  is  under  the  superintendence  of  his  son, 
who  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
Mr.  McClain  has  been  a  hard  worker  all  his  life, 
for  his  parents  were  needy  and  could  afford  him 
but  a  meagre  beginning.  Politically,  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  has  voted  that  ticket  ever  since  he 
reached  his  twenty-first  year.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Predestinarian  Baptist  Church,  and  has  been 
for  half  a  century,  also  acting  as  Deacon  and  Mod- 
erator of  the  church  for  many  years. 

Mr.  McClain's  compauion  in  life  died  October  7, 


1889.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  same 
church  as  is  her  husband,  using  her  influence  in 
that  direction  for  forty-seven  years,  leading  a  de- 
voted Christian  life,  and  many  warm  friends  mourn 
her  demise. 

Our  subject  was  a  strong  Union  man  during  the 
late  war  and  did  all  he  could  to  aid  the  cause  of 
the  North.  He  often  relates  how  they  pulled 
through  the  long  winter  months  and  endured  the 
hardships  which  beset  them  in  their  pioneer  life 
in  Indiana.  He  well  remembers  the  happy  mo- 
ments he  spent  rambling  in  the  woods  and  seeing 
large  numbers  of  deer  at  any  time. 


|  WILLIAM  H.  HARDING  is  an  enterprising 
\/\J//  agriculturist  of  Adams  Township,  Mrs. 
\yvfl  Harding  owning  a  well-improved  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres  on  section  2.  She 
also  has  a  fine  residence  in  Rockville,  where  they 
will  probably  pass  their  declining  years.  In  the 
year  1884  our  subject  went  to  Kansas,  where  he 
pre-empted  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  afterward  sold  to  his  son  Edward.  Mr. 
Harding  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  March 
2,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Josiah  Harding,  who  was 
born  in  Maryland  in  the  year  1801.  The  latter 
resided  in  his  native  State  until  attaining  his 
twentieth  year,  when  with  his  father,  Nathan,  he 
removed  to  Shelby  County,  Ky.  Our  subject's 
father  married  in  that  county  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Ellis  Miller,  who  was  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
in  Kentucky,  to  which  State  he  removed  from 
Virginia  about  the  year  1821.  In  1835,  Josiah 
Harding  came  to  this  county,  locating  in  Greene 
Township,  where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  lived  therefor  about  two  years,  when  he 
settled  in  Putnam  County,  which  was  his  home  for 
twenty  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
moved  to  a  farm  two  milessouth  of  Crawfordsville, 
where  he  died  in  April,  1889.  His  widow  is  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead,  though  she  was  born 
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as  long  ago  as  March  12,  1806.  Josiah  Harding 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was,  politically,  a  Republican.  He  owned  two 
hundred  and  fort3'  acres  of  land  in  Montgomery 
County  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

William  H.  Harding  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  five 
children,  four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Charles 
W.  is  a  retired  merchant;  John  is  a  farmer  of  Union 
Township,  Montgomery  County;  and  Henry  W. 
also  resides  in  the  last-mentioned  township.  Our 
subject  left  home  when  eighteen  years  of  age.  go- 
ing to  LaFayette,  where  he  learned  the  dry-goods 
trade.  Three  years  later  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  millinery 
and  fancy-goods  business  with  the  firm  of  Cochran 
&  Nickey,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  was  taken 
into  the  firm,  the  title  of  which  became  Cochran 
&  Harding.  AVhen  a  couple  of  years  had  elapsed, 
the  latter  retired  and  went  to  Rockville,  Ind., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  with 
B.  W.Stark,  under  the  name  of  Stark  &  Harding. 
Sometime  later  our  subject  sold  out  to  his  partner 
and  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Coffin  &  Byers. 
The  senior  member  withdrew  a  year  later,  being 
followed  by  Mr.  Byers  two  years  after  that.  For  six 
years  succeeding  the  firm  was  known  as  William 
II.  Harding  &  Co.,  when  our  subject  withdrew, 
going  into  business  for  himself  and  continuing 
alone  for  five  years.  His  business  ventures  were 
blessed  with  success  from  the  start,  and  as  he 
was  always  honorable  and  correct  in  his  methods, 
his  patrons  became  his  friends. 

In  1856  occurred  the  marriage  of  William  11. 
Harding  with  Adeline  E.  Ward,  who  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Greenberry  Ward,  a  native  of  Woodford 
County,  Ky.,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  1800. 
In  1821  he  settled  on  land  in  Fayette  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  for  about  five  years,  then 
coming  to  Parke  County,  and  settling  in  the  thick 
timber  four  miles  south  of  our  subject's  present 
home.  At  that  time  the  Indians  were  still  plenti- 
ful in  this  locality,  and  the  nearest  neighbor  lived 
nine  miles  distant.  He  erected  a  log  cabin  on  his 
place,  which  he  soon  brought  under  good  cultiva- 
tion. In  1832  he  purchased  a  farm  which  is  now 
the  home  of  our  subject,  and  there  he  resided  until 
his  death,  when  he  owned  three  hundred  and  thir- 


teen acres.  Mrs.  Harding  is  the  youngest  and  only 
surviving  member  of  the  famil}',  comprising  three 
children,  (ireenberry  Ward  died  September  21, 
1891,  aged  ninety-one  years  and  twentj'  one  days. 
He  was  one  of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  this  county, 
and  from  1867  to  1870  he  had  an  interest  in  a  dry- 
goods  business.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Rockville. 

Mrs.  Harding  was  born  and  reared  on  the  place 
where  she  now  lives,  and  by  her  marriage  be- 
came the  mother  of  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living:  Charles  W.,  who  resides  on  the  farm; 
Edward  II.,  a  druggist  at  Rockville;  and  Frank  B., 
who  runs  the  home  farm.  Politically,  Mr.  Hard- 
ing is  a  Republican,  and  religiously  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 


I  OSEPII  F.  TITTLE.  D.  D.,  LL.  IX,  Presi- 
dent of  Wabash  College.  It  is  with  a  feel- 
ing of  responsibility  toward  the  State  of  In- 
IJigj/"  diana  that  the  biographer  lakes  up  the  pres- 
ent subject,  knowing  too  well  that  his  best  attempt 
can  only  feebly  place  before  the  readers  of  this 
Rkcokd  an  outline  of  the  life  of  such  a  man  as 
Joseph  F.  Tuttle.  For  over  thirty  years  lie  has 
held  the  high  position  of  President  of  Wabash  Col- 
lege, and  under  his  wise  administration  that  insti- 
tution of  learning  has  taken  rank  with  others  of 
greater  age,  but  not  of  greater  advantages. 

Joseph  F.  Tuttle  is  the  second  son  of  Rev.  Jacob 
Tuttle,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  his  birth  took 
place  at  Bloomficld,  N.  J.,  in  1818.  His  life  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  old  was  passed  in  New 
Jersey,  the  last  four  years  of  that  time  in  attending 
the  Newark  Academy,  and  then  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Ohio,  where  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  lived  with  an  uncle  on  a  farm, 
growing  into  a  robust  young  man,  with  a  constitu- 
tion to  withstand  the  years  of  bard  work  that  life 
has  called  upon  him  to  endure. 

In  1837  our  subject  entered  the  Freshman  Class 
of  Marietta  College,  having  at  that  time  such  men 
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as  Doctors  Smith  and  Allen,  of  world-wide  reputa- 
tion, as  instructors.  Having  the  courage  of  his 
convictions,  his  college  course  was  marked  by  good 
scholarship  and  a  decided  Christian  character.  He 
graduated  in  the  Class  of  '41,  and  carried  off  the 
honors  of  his  class,  having  been  chosen  as  Vale- 
dictorian. 

At  that  time  that  remarkable  man,  Dr.  Lyman 
Beecher,  was  at  the  head  of  Lane  Seminary,  and, 
having  chosen  theology  as  his  life  work,  Mr.  Tut- 
tle  spent  three  years  under  the  influence  of  that 
great  man.  Possessing  a  boundless  ambition  to 
emulate  his  noble  instructor,  Mr.  Tuttle  was  de- 
termined to  thoroughly  (it  himself  for  his  work 
in  the  ministry,  and  graduated  with  honor  at  Lane 
Seminary  in  1844,  having  spent  one  of  the  inter- 
vening years  as  tutor  in  Marietta  College.  About 
this  time  he  delivered  a  poem  before  the  classes  at 
Marietta,  called  "The  Aztec  Sacrifice,"  and  the  col- 
lege conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  M.  A. 

In  1845,  Mr. Tuttle  was  joined  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Susan  C.  King,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
Rev.  Barnabas  King,  D.  D.,  of  Kockaway,  N.  J., 
and  the  same  year  was  ordained  and  installed  pas- 
tor of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Delaware,  Ohio. 
In  1847  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Rockaway,  N.  J.,  where  for  fifty  years 
the  aged  father  of  Mrs.  Tuttle  ministered,  and 
April  26,  1848,  he  became  co-pastor  with  Dr.  King 
and  continued  his  labors  there  for  fifteen  years,  in 
the  meantime  declining  calls  from  other  and 
wealthier  congregations.  His  friendship  and  sym- 
pathy with  Dr.  King  were  sincere,  and  they  worked 
harmoniously  together. 

During  these  fifteen  years  Dr.  Tuttle  was  en- 
gaged in  literary  work,  and  was  identified  with 
educational  matters  to  the  extent  that  Marietta 
College,  recognizing  his  attainments,  conferred 
upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  In  1862 
began  a  new  career  for  Dr.  Tuttle,  and  one  that 
lias  left  its  impress  upon  his  generation.  He  took 
his  place  as  President  of  the  college  he  has  ever 
since  honored.  He  brought  to  Wabash  College 
those  qualifications  which  have  made  him  eminently 
successful,  a  firm  faith  in,  and  a  dependence  upon, 
an  over-ruling  Providence,  pulpit  talents  of  a  high 
order,  fine  social  qualities,  executive  ability,  clear- 


ness in  imparting  knowledge,  and  firmness  and 
kindness  in  managing  pupils.  Dr.  Tuttle  has  been 
an  earnest  teacher,  seeking  faithfully  to  cultivate 
a  noble  Christian  manhood  in  the  young  men  un- 
der his  care. 

The  literary  labor  of  Dr.  Tuttle  has  been  of  con- 
siderable note,  he  being  the  author  of  "The  Life  of 
William  Tuttle,"  "Self-Reliance,"  "Morris  Coun- 
ty," and  some  elaborate  articles  in  the  reviews  and 
many  periodicals  of  historical  societies.  By  his 
writings  he  has  made  the  college  widely  known 
and  has  drawn  to  it  many  friends.  His  public  ad- 
dresses have  often  been  printed  and  received  with 
great  favor.  Among  these  was  the  address  deliv- 
ered upon  the  death  of  the  great  war  governor, 
Morton,  and  a  leading  paper  of  the  country  made 
this  note  at  the  time:  "A  good  many  good  things 
have  been  said  in  reference  to  the  death  of  Gov. 
Morton,  but  the  eulogy  pronounced  by  Prof.  Tuttle 
may  be  ranked  among  the  best."  See  pamphlet  in 
reference  to  the  address  by  Prof.  Tuttle  on  the 
deaths  of  Lincoln  and  Garfield. 

On  July  4,  1884,  Prof.  Tuttle  was  honored  by 
being  admitted  an  hereditary  member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Cincinnati,  of  New  Jersey,  a  society  in- 
stituted to  commemorate  the  great  event  that  gave 
independence  to  the  United  States  of  America.  At 
the  semi-centennial  of  Marietta  College,  June  28, 
1885,  Dr.  Tuttle  delivered  the  address  on  the  de- 
ceased presidents  and  earl}'  professors  of  the  col- 
lege, and  a  few  days  later  the  Board  of  Trustees  at 
their  annual  meeting  again  manifested  their  high 
regard  by  conferring  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Laws. 

Thus  has  the  President  of  Wabash  College  been 
at  different  times  honored.  The  advance  made  by 
the  college  during  his  administration  has  been 
most  satisfactoiy.  The  class  that  graduated  at  his 
first  commencement,  in  1862,  numbered  seven, 
while  the  class  of  1890  had  forty  members.  In  1862 
the  assets  of  the  college  were  $90,000,  with  a  debt 
of  #10,000,  and  to  contrast  with  that  at.  present  is 
a  debt  so  small  that  it  is  not  to  be  counted,  and  the 
grounds,  buildings,  library, laboratories  and  equip- 
ments are  valued  at  $250,000.  The  various  perma- 
nent endowments  amount  to  about  the  same  sum. 

Dr.  Tuttle  bears  his  seventy-four  years  with  ease, 
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his  step  is  still  vigorous,  his  eye  bright  and  clear, 
but  he  feels  that  his  greatest  work  is  done,  and  to 
the  grief  of  his  associates  he  has  tendered  his  res- 
ignation as  President  of  the  college,  to  take  place 
at  the  end  of  the  present  term.  His  personality  is 
stamped  upon  all  of  his  pupils,  and  no  student  has 
left  the  college  without  feeling  his  heart  full  of 
love  and  gratitude  toward  President  Tuttle. 


f  *=*=* 


ijp^ji  A MUEL  FORGEY,  in  early  days  a  success- 
^^?  ful  agriculturist  of  Montgomery  County, 
lily/jli  Ind.,  was  a  man  of  courage,  energy  and 
resolution.  An  upright  and  useful  citizen, 
he  was  always  firm  in  his  defense  of  right  and  se- 
vere in  his  condemnation  of  wrong.  He  was  an 
ardent  advocate  of  temperance,  and  was  opposed  to 
the  traffic  of  liquor,  deeming  the  sale  of  intoxicants 
one  of  the  most  debasing  evils  of  this  generation. 
Our  subject  was  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  the  down-trodden  and  oppressed,  and  in 
his  deatli  his  family  were  not  alone  bereaved — hu- 
manity lost  a  friend  and  the  entire  community 
mourned  the  death  of  a  good  and  faithful  citizen. 
Tbc  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  but  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young 
man  and  located  in  Virginia.  Soon  came  the  cry, 
"To  arms!"  The  Old  Dominion  early  took  meas- 
ures for  enrolling  companies  of  volunteers,  and 
Michael  Forgey,  full  of  ardent  enthusiasm,  enlisted 
in  the  service  of  his  adopted  country  and  fought 
bravely  for  independence.  The  war  ended,  and 
the  soldier,  once  more  a  private  citizen,  re- 
moved to  Kentucky,  and  there  was  born  to  him 
the  father  of  our  subject,  James  Forgey.  One  of 
a  numerous  family,  this  son  grew  to  man's  estate 
and  married  Miss  .lane  Vanscoyc,  also  a  native  of 
Kentucky.  Remaining  in  their  early  home,  this 
worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of  eight  children. 
These  children,  in  the  order  of  their  birth,  are 
Samuel  (the  subject  of  our  sketch),  Minerva,  Sarah, 
John,  Uicinda,  George,  Elizabeth  and  Narcissa. 


Samuel,  born  in  1819,  was  bred  and  received  the  ed- 
ucation of  the  common  schools  in  Kentucky,  where 
he  married  Miss  Mahala  McGill,  and  with  his  wife 
left  his  native  State  and  located  in  Montgomery 
Count}',  Ind.  Six  children  blessed  their  home. 
James  S.  A.  resides  in  Wellsville,  Kan.;  Elizabeth 
married  George  Mills,  and  lives  in  Crawfordsville; 
John  is  a  citizen  of  Ottawa,  Kan.;  Frank  is  dead; 
George  is  located  in  Roper,  Kan.;  and  Henry  C.  is 
settled  upon  the  old  homestead.  One  son  of  Samuel 
Forge}'  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during 
the  Civil  War.  Inheriting  the  courage  and  brav- 
ery of  his  great-grandfather,  who  fought  on  the 
battlefields  of  1776,  this  Union  soldier  engaged  in 
eleven  of  the  fiercest  and  most  deadly  battles  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  passed  through  many  perilous 
skirmishes. 

Henry  C,  the  }-oungest  son  of  our  subject,  is  an 
excellent  citizen,  an  honest,  industrious  and  enter- 
prising man,  a  good  friend  and  kind  neighbor. 
He  was  born  in  Montgomery  County  and  has 
spent  his  life  within  the  boundaries  of  the  State. 
From  early  boyhood  he  was  skilled  in  the  neces- 
sary duties  of  the  farm,  and  was  a  willing  and 
efficient  worker,  sowing,  planting,  reaping  and  at- 
tending to  the  stock.  Tilling  the  soil  cheerfully, 
and  with  willing  hands  doing  his  share  of  daily 
toil,  he  yet  found  time  to  attend  the  public  school 
of  his  neighborhood  and  well  improved  the  ad- 
vantages there  pursued.  In  1883  Mr.  Forgey  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Stella  McCarty, 
daughter  of  Cornelius  McCarty,  a  well-known  and 
highly  respected  resident  of  the  county  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forgey 
have  two  bright  and  promising  young  children, 
Irva  and  Iva.  The  family  live  upon  the  old 
homestead,  of  which  Mr.  Forgey  now  owns,  indi- 
vidually, sixty-three  acres,  pleasantly  located  and 
under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  As  Samuel 
Forgey  was  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance,  so  is 
his  son,  and  never  in  all  his  life  has  he  been  inside 
of  a  saloon.  The  father  and  son  were  also  united 
in  political  belief  and  affiliations.  Roth  were 
stanch  Republicans,  and  to-day  the  son  defends 
the  platform  of  the  party  to  which  his  father  gave 
his  hearty  support  so  many  years.  The  family 
are   all   attendants   at    the   Methodist   Episcopal 
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Church,  and  are  among  the  active  members  in  all 
good  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forgey  are  in  the  prime 
of  early  usefulness  and  enjoy  the  confidence  and 
regard  of  a  large  circle  of  true  friends. 


'u<'r  Se 
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1  ONATHAN  M.  NICHOLS,  President  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Rockville,  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  Ind.,  April  6,  1824,  and  is 
the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Eliza  (Hamilton) 
Nichols.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  but 
in  a  very  early  da}'  removed  to  Indiana  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  Monroe  County,  when  the  im- 
provements in  that  section  of  the  State  were  very 
meagre.  His  profession  was  that  of  a  teacher,  for 
which  he  was  peculiarly  adapted,  both  by  nature 
and  education.  He  always  maintained  a  deep  in- 
terest in  educational  matters,  and  for  a  long  time 
served  as  a  Trustee  of  the  State  University  at 
Bloomington,  Ind.  He  was  also  a  business  man 
of  judgment  and  energy,  and  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising for  a  number  of  years. 

To  Mr.  Nichols'  parents  ten  children  were  born, 
three  of  whom  are  now  (1893)  living.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  recipient  of  good  educational  advan- 
tages, and  in  his  childhood  was  a  pupil  in  the 
Bloomington  schools.  To  state  that  he  availed 
himself  to  the  utmost  of  every  advantage  offered 
him  in  his  youth,  is  but  to  record  what  actually 
occurred.  After  his  schooling  ceased  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  tinner,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
apprenticeship  came  to  Rockville,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  for  four  years.  He  then  accepted 
a  clerkship  in  a  mercantile  establishment,  where 
he  remained  for  a  number  of  years. 

During  the  great  gold  excitement  of  1849,  Mr. 
Nichols  was  one  of  the  number  who  sought  a  for- 
tune in  the  far  West.  With  a  party  of  men  he 
made  the  overland  trip,  leaving  Rockville  on  the 
19th  of  March  and  arriving  at  the  Golden  State 
about  the  1st  of  October.  His  destination  reached, 
he  at  once  engaged  in  mining,  and  for  two  years 
continued  in  this  occupation,  meanwhile  meeting 
6 


with  fair  success.  It  was  not,  however,  his  inten- 
tion to  establish  a  permanent  home  in  California, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  two  }Tears  he  returned  as 
far  east  as  Kentucky,  where  he  remained  for  a 
short  time.  Later  he  clerked  for  a  while  in  his 
former  home  at  Rockville,  and  then  formed  a 
partnership  in  the  mercantile  business  with  Isaac 
J.  Silliman,  which  continued  for  ten  years.  When 
Mr.  Silliman  severed  his  connection  with  the  busi- 
ness, his  interest  was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Thomp- 
son and  McC'une,  and  the  establishment  was  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Nichols,  Thompson 
&  McC'une  until  1864,  when  the  entire  concern 
was  sold  out. 

The  above-named  firm,  on  selling  out  their 
mercantile  establishment,  erected  a  woollen-mill, 
which  they  operated  for  ten  years,  and  then  the 
partnership  was  dissolved.  In  1873  Mr.  Nichols 
was  called  to  the  Presidency  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Rockville,  and  continued  at  the  helm  of 
that  financial  institution  until  its  affairs  were 
closed  out,  four  years  afterward.  At  the  inception 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Rockville,  in  1877,  he 
accepted  the  position  of  President,  and  he  still 
occupies  that  responsible  office.  The  bank  is  the 
largest  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  county  and 
has  a  capital  of  $100,000.  The  policy  of  its  offi- 
cers and  directors  has  been  such  as  to  win  and  re- 
tain the  confidence  of  the  business  men  of  the 
community,  and  the  high  rank  held  by  the  bank 
among  other  corporations  of  the  State  is  undoubt- 
edly due  to  the  indefatigable  efforts  and  excellent 
judgment  of  the  President. 

In  1855  Mr.  Nichols  married  Miss  Lucinda  Free- 
man, who  died  in  1858.  His  se'cond  marriage 
united  him  with  Miss  Martha  McCune,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  two  children,  viz.:  Frank,  who 
is  emplo3'ed  in  the  iron  and  nail  works  at  Green- 
field, Ind.;  and  Maude  S.,  who  is  deceased.  Dur- 
ing the  1-te  war  Mr.  Nichols  was  one  of  the  valiant 
men  who  offered  his  services  to  the  country  in  its 
time  of  direst  need.  In  1862  he  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company7  C,  Seventy-eighth  Indiana 
Infantry,  and  served  as  P'irst  Lieutenant.  Among 
the  engagements  in  which  he  participated  was  that 
of  Uniontown,  where  Capt.  Howard  was  killed 
and    the   entire   company  captured    as    prisoners. 
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When  released  from  imprisonment,  their  term  of 
enlistment  having  expired,  they  returned  to  their 
homes.  Socially,  Mr.  Nichols  is  connected  with 
the  Masonic  order.  He  is  a  man  who  ever  feels  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  city,  and  is 
constantly  in  the  front  whenever  any  improve- 
ment is  contemplated.  His  position  is  among 
those  public-spirited  citizens  whose  highest  aim  in 
life  is  not  the  achievement  of  personal  success, 
but  the  doing  of  that  which  will  in  the  highest 
degree  enhance  the  progress  of  the  community. 


ffiAMES  MORGAN.  It  is  with  special  pleas- 
ure that  we  reserve  a  place  in  this  Biograph- 
ical Record  of  the  worthy  pioneers  and 
early  settlers  of  Parke  County  for  the  brave 
defenders  of  our  Flag  and  Union.  The  gentle- 
man whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is  a  veteran  of 
the  late  war,  and  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  resides  on  section  31,  Reserve  Township,  the 
date  of  the  occurrence  being  May  10,  1840.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Mary  (Bateman)  Morgan, 
the  former  born  in  Piqua  County,  Ohio,  January 
16,  1807.  In  the  year  1825  he  removed  to  Parke 
County  with  a  brother,  James,  settling  upon  sec- 
tion 31,  this  township.  An  uncle  had  entered 
three  tracts  of  land  as  guardian,  one  in  Wabash 
Township  (this  being  a  place  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres),  one  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  acres 
on  section  32,  and  one  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  acres  on  section  31,  Reserve  Township.  They 
cleared  and  improved  these  farms,  in  addition  to 
others.  Our  subject's  father  owned  two  farms  in 
Reserve  Township, to  which  he  added  seventy-two 
acres  where  James  Morgan  now  resides.  He  also 
cleared  and  improved  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  acres  in  Wabash  Township.  In  his  political 
faith  lie  was  formerly  a  Whig  and  later  a  Repub- 
lican, being  strong  and  decisive  in  his  views.  His 
wife,  who  was  also  born  in  Ohio,  was  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  Bateman,  a  cooper  by  trade,  who  came 
to  Indiana  about  the  year  1851.     She  became  the 


mother  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to 
adult  years.  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Phillips; 
William  and  Louisa  are  deceased,  and  the  others 
in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  James,  John,  Re- 
becca, George  W.  (deceased),  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(deceased).  Three  others  died  in  infanc}-.  The 
parents  of  these  children  were  formerly  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  but  later  became 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomi- 
nation. 

Our  subject  was  educated  at  the  district  school 
until  reaching  his  twenty-first  year,  when  lie  began 
the  serious  business  of  life  for  himself.  In  August,. 
1861,  when  he  was  but  little  over  twenty-one,  he 
enlisted  in  Company-  A,  Thirty-first  Indiana  In- 
fantry, and  took  part  in  the  following  battles: 
Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Stone  River,  Chick- 
amauga,  Ft.  Ringgold,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Resaca  (Ga.),  and  both  battles  of 
Atlanta.  Few  men  have  taken  part  or  been  act- 
ively engaged  in  as  many  important  battles  of  the 
late  war.  At  Jonesville,  our  subject  was  relieved 
from  duty  and  sent  back  to  Atlanta,  being  mus- 
tered out  September  13,  1864,  as  Sergeant.  Con- 
sidering the  number  of  engagements  in  which  he 
took  part,  he  was  remarkably  fortunate  in  escaping 
injury,  but  he  was  wounded  in  the  hip  at  Shiloh. 

On  his  return  home  Mr.  Morgan  engaged  in 
farming,  locating  in  the  fall  of  1864  where  he  now 
resides.  This  place  then  comprised  seventy-three 
acres,  the  farm  now  being  one  of  one  hundred 
acres,  exclusive  of  a  strip  which  was  taken  by  the 
railroad.  He  has  greatly  improved  and  developed 
the  property,  which  is  now  a  model  farm  in  every 
respect.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
has  good  buildings  upon  the  place.  On  February 
2,  1865,  Miss  Turzah  A.  Hise  became  the  sharer  of 
our  subject's  heart  and  home,  as  on  that  day  their 
marriage  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
mother.  Mrs.  Morgan  was  born  in  Parke  County 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Catherine 
(Millison)  Hise,  who  came  from  Highland  County, 
Ohio,  in  1826,  settling  on  Sugar  Creek,  and  later  re- 
moving to  Vermillion  County,  hid.,  in  1852.  The 
father,  who  was  a  Republican,  died  in  1862,  aged 
fifty-three  years,  his  wife  surviving  him  until 
1880.     They  were  both   devoted    members  of  the 
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United  Brethren  Church.  In  their  family  of 
twelve  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters  lived 
to  mature  years.  George  is  a  resident  of  Iowa; 
Jesse  died  after  the  war;  Aaron  served  in  the 
Eighteenth  Indiana  Regiment,  and  lives  in  Vigo 
County;  Moses,  who  was  in  the  Eleventh  Indiana 
Regiment,  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
has  never  since  been  heard  from;  Cornelius  was  a 
member  of  the  Fourteenth  Indiana  Regiment,  in 
which  State  his  death  occurred.  The  daughters  are 
all  married  and  have  pleasant  homes.  Mrs.  Mor- 
gan's grandfather,  John  Hise,  was  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  lived  his  entire  life  in  Ohio,  while  her  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Jesse  Millison,  came  to  Indi- 
ana in  1826,  returned  to  Ohio  later,  but  finally 
made  a  permanent  location  in  Vermillion  County, 
Ind.  As  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  no  children 
of  their  own,  they  adopted  two  boys  and  one  girl, 
to  whom  they  have  been  kind  and  considerate 
parents.  Politically,  Mr.  Morgan  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  this  county  where  he  has  spent  his  entire 
life  and  is  consequently  thoroughly  known,  he  has 
a  host  of  the  warmest  and  stanchest  friends.  He 
is  a  man  who  is  ever  actuated  by  the  highest  prin- 
ciples of  right  and  honor,  being  upright  in  his 
dealings  with  all. 


\jL^ON.  WILLIAM  CASS  C A RR,  ex-Mayor  of 
[/jY  the  city  of  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  is  a  wide- 
<±ffiy  awake,  conservative  business  man,  and  one 
H||)  of  the  best  executive  officers  that  the  city 
has  ever  had.  His  election  dates  from  the  year 
1890,  and  already  he  has  shown  great  ability. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Lawrence 
County,  Ind.,  September  8,  1848,  being  a  son  of 
George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Carr.  The 
former  was  born  in  1807,  at  Charlestown,  Ind., 
and  his  father,  Thomas  Carr,  was  one  of  those  who 
came  from  Kentucky-  with  the  first  band  of  settlers 
i  to  this  place  in  1804,  and  later  settled  at  the  old 
trading-post  of  Vallonia.  He  was  among  the  first 
pioneers  of  Carr  Township,  Jackson  County,  where 


he  resided  until  his  death.  This  old  homestead  he 
entered,  and  the  parchment  deeds  thereof  were 
signed  by  James  Monroe.  Our  subject's  father 
lived  there  and  carried  on  the  farm  until  about 
one  year  ago,  when  he  sold  the  place,  this  being 
the  only  transfer  which  had  been  made  since  the 
land  was  taken  up. 

In  1851,  George  W.  Carr  was  made  Receiver  of 
Public  Money  at  Jeffersonville,  and  remained  in 
that  office  until  it  was  discontinued,  about  the  year 
1855,  when  he  returned  to  his  agricultural  pursuits. 
At  Madison  he  organized  the  old  Ninety-third  In- 
diana Regiment,  and  was  made  its  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  until  he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account 
of  ill-health,  just  previous  to  the  surrender  of 
Vicksburg.  His  life  was  very  active,  and  his 
ability  and  intelligence  were  recognized  by  his  fel- 
low-citizens, as  in  the  year  1842  he  was  elected  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  to  the  Legislature,  being  re- 
turned for  nine  years,  and  in  1850  was  one  of  the 
Constitutional  Committee  who  made  the  present 
Constitution.  He  stumped  the  State  for  Stephen 
A.  Douglas,  but  after  that  campaign  took  no  such 
active  part  in  political  canvasses. 

Our  subject's  father  was  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  celebrated  December  14,  1828,  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
though  her  parents  were  from  Maiyland.  Her  fa- 
ther, James  Brown,  was  an  early  settler  of  Indiana, 
in  which  State  Mrs.  Carr  grew  to  womanhood.  By 
her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren. Sarah  became  the  wife  of  James  Brown, and 
died  in  1891;  Jane  Ann  is  Mrs.  Uriah  M.  Coulsou, 
and  resides  at  Sullivan,  Ind.;  Matilda  is  Mrs. 
Simeon  Smith,  of  Newberry,  Ind.;  Mary,  who  re- 
sides in  Erie,  of  this  State,  is  the  wife  of  William 
Speer;  George,  who  died  March  16,  1893,  was  one 
of  the  Reviewing  Commissioners  of  the  Pension 
Department  appointed  by  President  Garfield;  and 
the  last  of  the  family  is  our  subject.  George  W. 
Carr,  the  father  of  this  family,  died  May  27,  1892. 

William  Carr  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Jackson  County,  attended  the  High  School  of 
Wood  vi lie,  and  took  a  commercial  course  at  In- 
dianapolis in  1870.  There  he  learned  telegraphy, 
and  spent  two  or  three  years  as  an  operator.  Hav- 
ing a  natural  turn  of  mind  for  mechanics,  he  then 


134 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


entered  the  employ  of  the  Vandalia  Railroad,  and 
was  with  them  for  about  two3rears  as  bridge-builder. 
For  a  like  period  of  time  he  was  Superintendent 
of  the  telegraph  line,  with  headquarters  at  Craw- 
fordsville.  Leaving  the  railroad  company  in  1876, 
he  became  connected  with  the  planing-mill  belong- 
ing to  R.  M.  &  W.  C.  Lockhart.  After  a  few  years, 
in  company  with  H.  T.  Craig,  he  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  until  1880,  when  he  took 
charge  of  a  lumber-yard.  When  the  Marks  & 
Cohoori  Planing  Mill  Company  was  organized, 
our  subject  became  the  Superintendent,  erected 
their  mill,  and  ran  it  until  1886,  when  they  made 
an  assignment  to  Mr.  Carr,  who  continued  to  run 
the  mill  until  1890,  when  he  was  elected  Mayor, 
after  which  time  he  attended  to  the  people's  in- 
terests rather  than  to  Ins  own  up  to  1892. 

In  the  Mayoralty  contest  Mr.  Carr's  opponent 
was  Sidney  Speed,  a  son  of  ex-Mayor  John  Speed. 
During  the  administration  of  our  subject,  an  elec- 
tric-light plant  was  erected  by  the  city  at  a  cost 
of  $55,000.  It  was  at  Crawfordsville  that  the 
question  was  settled  whether  a  city  had  the  right 
to  operate  a  light  plant  supplying  stores  and  pri- 
vate houses  with  the  illuminating  power.  October 
27,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  handed  down 
au  elaborate  decision,  reversing  the  decision  of 
the  lower  court  and  settling  the  question  in  the 
affirmative.  This  was  of  interest  and  a  matter  of 
concern  to  all  the  inhabitants,  Mayor  Carr  deser- 
ving much  credit  for  the  position  he  took  and  the 
persistency  witli  which  he  contested  the  case. 

Mayor  Carr  is  a  man  of  liberal  mind,  and  is  one 
who  recognizes  in  every  transaction  the  people's 
rights.  The  Council  passed  an  appropriation  for 
$25,000,  when  some  of  the  members  commenced 
opposing  the  measure.  Our  subject  and  three  of 
the  Council,  however,  carried  the  day,  and  now  that 
the  heat  of  discussion  is  over  Mayor  Carr  is  more 
popular  than  ever.  Every  department  of  the  city 
government  had  his  personal  attention.  The  elec- 
tric fire-alarm  system  has  been  adopted,  and  the 
fire  department  greatly  increased  in  capacity  and 
efficiency.  It  is  now  well  equipped  with  modern 
apparatus,  and  has  an  enthusiastic  force  of  twelve 
men,  thoroughly  taught  in  every  manoeuvre. 

The    marriage  of    William  Carr  took  place  on 


November  26,  1873,  with  Agnes  E.,  daughter  of 
Harvey  Prewitt,  deceased,  a  former  well-known 
farmer  and  stock-man.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  child,  a  son,  Lucien  W.,  aged  sixteen 
years.  The  pleasant  home  of  the  family  is  situated 
on  Maine  Street.  Mr.  Carr  is  a  member  of  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has 
passed  all  the  chairs.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Or- 
der of  Red  Men. 


ANIEL  DUREE.  Few  citizens  of  Bridge- 
ton  enjoy  the  popularity  which  has  fallen 
to  the  fortunate  lot  of  the  Postmaster  and 
successful  merchant  of  the  village.  He 
was  born  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  present 
town  of  Bridgeton,  the  date  of  his  birth  being 
August  17,  1831.  He  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
seven  children.  The  Durees  trace  their  ancesliy 
to  Germany,  whence  the  great-grandfather  of 
Daniel  came  to  this  country  and  first  settled  in 
Virginia.  Later  he  removed  to  Hardin  County, 
Ky.,  where  he  married  and  resided  until  he  was 
killed  by  the  Indians.  From  behind  the  door  of 
their  cabin  the  mother  fought  the  savage  foes  un-  , 
til  assistance  came,  and  in  this  way  she  saved  her 
own  life  and  that  of  her  only  child,  Samuel. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Duree,- 
grew  to  manhood  in   Kentucky,  where  he  married 
and  reared    a    large  family   of    children.     He  was 
greall}7  opposed  to  slavery,  and    in    1818,   to  get! 
away    from    the   influence  of   that  institution,  he! 
came  with  his  family  to  Indiana,  where  he  settled 
near  Portland  Mills,  in  Parke  County.     Later,  ho 
went  to  Keokuk  County,  Iowa,  where  he  died  early 
in  the  '50s.     Of  his  seven  children,  two  are  living, 
one  in  Mercer  County,  Mo.,  and  the  other  in  Ohio. 
George,    the    father  of    our    subject,  was  born    in£i 
Hardin  County,  Ky.,  in  1801,  and  was  the  third  in 
a  family  of  seven  children. 

George  Duree  was  twice  married.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  John 
Bullington,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  of  Irish  an- 
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cesti'3r,  and  married  a  daughter  of  William  Mitchell, 
a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  died  in  Parke  Count}- 
at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  Parke  County  in  1844,  when  Daniel 
was  fourteen  years  old.  His  father  also  died  in 
Parke  County,  although  for  some  time  prior  to  his 
death  he  had  lived  in  his  native  place,  Kentucky. 
There  were  seven  children  in  the  parental  family, 
five  of  whom  survive,  three  sisters  in  Indiana  and 
one  sister  in  Iowa,  besides  our  subject.  The  other 
son,  Cornelius  S.,  enlisted  during  the  late  war  as  a 
member  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  in 
response  to  the  first  call  of  President  Lincoln  for 
seventy-five  thousand  volunteers.  Soon  afterward 
he  joined  the  Fourth  United  States  Artillery  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in 
man}'  of  the  leading  battles  of  that  great  conflict, 
and  being  present  at  the  fall  of  Richmond.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  joined  the  regular  army 
and  served  as  Quartermaster-Sergeant.  His  health 
being  delicate,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the 
army  after  three  years  spent  in  the  regular  ser- 
vice, eight  years  in  all.  In  1871,  while  at  Bridge- 
ton,  he  was  seized  with  heart  failure  on  the  banks 
of  the  Big  Raccoon,  into  which  he  fell  and  was 
drowned.  He  had  been  married,  but  his  wife  died 
three  months  after  their  union. 

On  his  father's  farm  our  subject  passed  his  boy- 
hood days.  He  received  a  fair  education,  but  like 
most  boys  he  was  inclined  to  drift  away  from 
home,  and  at  sixteen  we  find  him  sailing  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio  Rivers  on  flatboats.  After  fol- 
lowing this  occupation  for  about  five  years  lie 
tried  his  hand  at  farming  for  three  years,  but  his 
experience  convinced  him  that  he  was  not  fitted 
for  agricultural  pursuits,  so  he  entered  upon  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  At  the  first  call 
for  troops  he  responded  promptly  and  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Fourteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  as  a 
private  in  the  three-months  service.  However,  he 
afterward  entered  the  service  for  three  years,  and 
was  at  once  sent  to  the  front. 

Early  in  July  of  1861,  our  subject  received  his 
i  first  baptism  of  rebel  fire  at  the  battle  of  Rich 
i  Mountains.  Afterward  he  participated  in  the  en- 
j  gagements  of  Green  Brier,  Huntsville,  Ramley(Va.), 


Columbus  (Md.),  Winchester  (Va.),  and  Straus- 
burg,  after  which  he  was  in  camp  at  Winchester. 
Here  his  wife  joined  him  and  was  most  helpful  in 
administering  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  and  here  she  had  some  experience  in  real 
warfare.  The  rebels  drove  the  Union  soldiers  out 
of  their  quarters  and  they  were  compelled  to  re- 
treat to  Williamsport,  a  distance  of  thirty-six  miles. 
All  this  distance  she  was  exposed  to  the  murder- 
ous fire  from  the  rebel  guns,  but  she  was  as  brave 
as  any  soldier  in  the  ranks.  She  afterward  re- 
mained for  some  time  as  nurse  in  the  hospital  at 
Hagerstown,  and  August  1,  1862,  returned  to  her 
home  at  Bridgeton. 

Among  other  engagements  in  which  our  subject 
participated  may  be  mentioned  the  battles  of 
South  Mountain,  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg. 
In  the  last-named  engagement  he  was  wounded  in 
the  right  hand  and  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  hospi- 
tal at  Washington.  Being  unfit  for  further  ser- 
vice he  was  discharged  February  13,  1863.  He 
was  appointed  Postmaster  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Andrew  Johnson,  and  has  held  this  posi- 
tion through  all  the  years  that  have  intervened 
until  the  present  time,  except  iluring  the  former 
Cleveland  administration.  He  was  again  appointed 
Postmaster  when  Benjamin  Harrison  became  Presi- 
dent, and  holds  the  office  at  this  writing  (1893). 
In  1871  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business, 
but  was  soon  after  burned  out,  and  for  one  year 
afterward  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Elizabeth- 
town,  Ky.  Later,  he  returned  to  Bridgeton,  where 
he  has  ever  since  been  in  business  as  a  general 
merchant. 

Socially,  Mr.  Duree  is  a  prominent  worker  in 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is  a  char- 
ter member  of  Kalley  Post  No.  572,  at  Bridgeton, 
of  which  he  has  served  as  Commander  from  the 
date  of  its  organization.  He  was  initiated  into 
the  Masonic  order  at  Bridgeton  in  1859,  and  has 
filled  the  principal  offices  in  the  lodge,  except  that 
of  Master.  He  served  for  four  years  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  has  filled  other  posts  of  trust  and 
honor.  Formerly  a  Whig,  he  afterward  became 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  believes  that  his  faith  is  well  founded. 

In  1854,  Mr.   Duree  married   Miss  Lucinda  C, 
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daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  William  B.  Crooks,  and  a 
sister  of  Dr.  James  Crooks,  of  Bridgeton.  A  more 
complete  record  of  the  Crooks  family  will  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  Dr.  James  Crooks,  on  another  page 
of  this  volume.  They  have  been  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  only  three  are  living: 
William  C,  a  resident  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.; 
Eleanor,  who  married  Frank  Nickerson,  a  business 
man  of  Marengo,  111.;  and  Annie,  who  is  with  her 
parents. 


•^ME^!@#©I^M^ 


bYRE  G.  WHITTINGTON.  In  a  county 
like  this,  where  there  are  so  many  men  of 
excellent  moral  character,  pronounced  busi- 
ness ability  and  social  nature,  it  would  be  hard 
indeed  to  determine  who  is  most  worthy.  There 
are  some,  however,  who  are  generally  conceded  to 
occupy  a  front  place  in  the  ranks  of  usefulness 
and  influence.  Such  is  the  gentleman  above 
named,  who  manifests  great  interest  in  the  intel- 
lectual development  and  spiritual  upbuilding  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives,  as  well  as  in  its 
material  prosperity,  and  who  while  managing  his 
own  affairs  in  so  prudent  a  manner  as  to  take 
place  among  the  solid  men  of  the  county,  yet 
finds  time  to  serve  his  fellow-men  in  various  ways. 
Tyre  G.  Whittington  was  born  in  Woodford 
County,  Ky.,  in  the  year  1820,  October  6.  Soon 
after  his  birth  his  parents  moved  to  Shelby  Coun- 
ty, where  he  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation. The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both  na- 
tives of  Woodford  County,  Ky.,  where  they  were 
married,  the  father  being  the  eldest  member  of 
a  family  numbering  fifteen  children,  all  of  whom 
reached  years  of  maturity.  The  grandparents  of 
Tyre  G.  Whittington  were  natives  of  Maryland, 
and  were  known  as  descendants  of  old  English 
Colonial  families.  Many  of  our  readers  remem- 
ber the  tradition  of  Dick  Whittington,  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  and  those  versed  in  the  mu- 
nicipal history  of  that  great  British  metropolis 
know  that  one  of  the  most  famous  Lord  Mayors 


of  that  city  was  in  verity  a  famous  Richard  Whit- 
tington. To  the  honor  of  Montgomery  County 
be  it  known  that  a  lineal  descendant  of  this  most 
honored  British  official  is  numbered  among  its 
best  citizens,  and  loved  by  all  for  his  gentle  bear- 
ing and  manly  character. 

When  only  thirteen  years  of  age  our  subject  was 
left  an  orphan  and  was  thus  compelled  to  assume 
life's  responsibilities  for  himself.  After  leaving 
school  he  decided  to  leam  the  trade  of  cabinet- 
maker, which  business  he  followed  for  some  years. 
In  the  year  1842  Mr.  Whittington  was  married  to 
Miss  Julia  Beatt}',  a  lady  in  whom  he  found  the  ele- 
ments of  womanhood  which  aided  him  toward  suc- 
cess. On  the  15th  of  December  past,  our  subject 
and  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wedding,  and 
received  many  valuable  presents  from  their  many 
friends  and  relatives  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

Coming  to  Montgomery  County  in  the  year 
1850,  Mr.  Whittington  invested  in  farm  lands. 
His  first  purchase  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
acres,  whieh  comprise  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  all  of  which  is  in  a  state  of  good  cultivjfl 
tion  and  displays  the  thrift,  energy  and  good 
management  displayed  by  its  owner.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  our  subject,  his  eldest  son  being 
William  H,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  this  count}-; 
James  L.,  of  Indian  Territory,  and  John  T., 
who  is  engaged  as  a  farmer  in  Brown  Township, 
this  State,  come  next;  Sarah  F.,  wife  of  Benja- 
min Easley.  departed  this  life  several  years  ago, 
leaving  two  children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  lov- 
ing mother.  Another  member  of  our  subject's 
family  is  Reese  D.,  of  Indian  Territory;  after  whom 
come  George  W.,  a  farmer,  Lucy  E.  and  Sherman 
G.  In  addition  to  the  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  acres  already  spoken  of,  Mr.  Whittington  has 
added  another  one  hundred  and  sixteen  acres,  and 
is  the  proud  possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  located 
farms  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

In  the  early  years  of  his  manhood  our  subject  was 
a  member  of  the  old  Whig  political  party,  but  has 
since  developed  into  a  stanch  Republican,  always 
ready  to  uphold  the  principles  of  his  party.  So- 
cially, he  is  a  member  of  the  Moreland  Order, 
A.  F.  >V'  A.  M.,  of  which  body  he  was  First  Wor- 
shipful Master,  which  position   he   held  for  seven 
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years,  and  he  only  parted  with  the  honor  by  posi- 
tively declining  re-election.  Poor  health  has  pro- 
hibited him  from  taking  the  active  part  form- 
erly enjoyed  in  the  work  of  his  order,  but  he  has 
the  satisfaction  of  remembering  that  while  serv- 
ing in  a  public  capacity  as  a  Mason  he  at  the  same 
time  brought  three  of  his  own  sons  into  the  order, 
and  himself  helped  to  initiate  them  into  the 
secrets  of  the  brotherhood.  Mr.  Whittington 
and  all  his  family  are  active  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Freedom,  to  which  body  they  give 
hearty  and  liberal  support.  Quiet  and  unassum- 
ing in  his  manner,  courteous  to  all  who  come  in 
contact  with  him,  and  known  for  his  kindness  and 
generosity,  our  subject  has  a  high  personal  stand- 
ing in  the  community  where  he  has  passed  the  ac- 
tive years  of  his  life,  and  let  us  hope  that  he  will 
here  rest  from  toil  and  care,  surrounded  by  love, 
friendship  and  esteem,  for  many  years  to  come. 


*N* 


fp^AVID  II.  MAXWELL.  The  Bar  of  Parke 
I  ))/  County  numbers  among  its  most  honored 
J#^  representatives  the  firm  of  Maxwell  &  Max- 
well, of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
senior  member.  Not  only  at  Rockville,  where  for 
many  years  he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  profession,  but  also  through  this 
portion  of  Indiana,  he  is  known  as  a  lawyer  of  high 
talents  and  great  ability.  The  qualities  of  dis- 
crimination for  which  he  has  always  been  distin- 
guished, together  with  his  perceptive  qualities 
and  power  of  analysis,  have  led  to  the  attainment 
of  a  position  of  prominence  among  the  legal  fra- 
ternity of  the  State. 

At  Bloomington,  Ind.,  on  the  7th  of  August, 
1825,  occurred  the  birth  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 
His  father,  Dr.  David  II.  Maxwell,  served  in  the 
War  of  1812  as  a  surgeon  and  became  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Indiana,  as  well  as  a  pioneer  phy- 
sician of  Bloomington.  He  and  his  wife,  who  was 
born  in  Kentucky  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  D.  Dunn,  became  the  parents   of  eight  chil- 


dren, our  subject  being  the  sixth.  He  was  reared 
in  Bloomington  and  attended  the  Indiana  State 
Universit3r  until  the  Junior  year,  when  he  aban- 
doned his  literary  studies  and,  boarding  a  river 
steamer,  proceeded  down  the  Mississippi.  He 
landed  at  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  and  thence  took  pass- 
age on  a  steamer  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  from  which 
place  he  walked  a  distance  of  ninety  miles  to 
Bloomington,  carr}'ing  his  rifle  on  his  shoulder. 

In  1845,  shortly  after  his  return  from  the  South, 
our  subject  came  to  Rockville,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Wright  &  Maxwell. 
Three  years  later  he  came  back  to  Bloomington  and 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  State  University 
of  Indiana,  then  under  the  control  of  Judge  David 
McDonald  and  Judge  William  T.  Otto.  From  that 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1819,  and  was  li- 
censed to  practice  at  the  Bar  of  the  State.  Return- 
ing to  Rockville,  he  formed  a  legal  partnership 
with  Samuel  Magill,  who  had  been  his  classmate  in 
the  law  school.  The  connection  continued  for 
twelve  months,  when  Mr.  Magill  accepted  a  posi- 
tion at  Washington,  D.  C. 

With  his  brother  Samuel,  our  subject  formed  a 
partnership  and  remained  in  practice  at  Rockville 
for  two  years.  Meanwhile  the  Legislature  had  in- 
stituted the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  district 
being  composed  of  Parke  and  Vermillion  Counties. 
Judge  Porter,  of  Vermillion  County,  had  been 
elected  to  fill  the  position  of  Judge  of  the  Court, 
but  his  death  occurred  while  an  incumbent  of  the 
office.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  then  Governor  of  In- 
diana, appointed  Samuel  F.  Maxwell  to  fill  the  un- 
expired term,  and  the  partnership  was  accordingly 
dissolved.  When  Judge  Patterson  succeeded  to 
the  position,  the  legal  connection  was  resumed.  Af- 
terward, however,  Samuel  F.  Maxwell  was  re-elected 
Judge,  and  our  subject  then  took  into  partnership 
his  nephew,  Frank  M.  Howard,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained in  practice  for  two  years.  Later  he  was 
alone  until  1889,  when  he  formed  the  partnership 
with  his  son,  under  the  title  of  Maxwell  &  Maxwell, 
which  firm  is  still  in  existence. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  1864  united  him 
with  Miss  Anna  F.,  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  Smith, 
a  prominent  agriculturist  of  Parke  County.  Two 
children  have  been  born  of  the  union:  Howard,  the 
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law  partner  of  his  father;  and  Hugh,  who  is  at 
home.  Mr.  Maxwell  has  devoterl  his  entire  active 
life  exclusively  to  the  duties  of  his  profession, and 
has  for  forty-four  years  been  engaged  in  active  and 
continuous  practice.  He  was  reared  a  believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  Whig  party,  and  in  later  years 
has  been  a  consistent  adherent  of  the  platform  of 
the  Republican  party.  His  first  Presidential  ballot 
was  cast  for  Gen.  Taylor.  During  the  war  he  en- 
listed for  sixty  days,  and  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Seventy-eighth  Indiana  Infantry.  In  his  re- 
ligious belief  he  is  connected  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  gives  to  that  denomination  his  gener- 
ous and  active  support. 


/^  HARLES  W.  STRYKER,  the  efficient  and 
(l(^1  genial  Postmaster  of  Rockville,  Parke 
^^&V  County,  is  well  and  favorably  known  in 
this  locality.  He  lias  held  the  office  of  Chairman 
of  the  Republican  Central  Committee  for  three 
successive  terms,  and  lias  always  been  very  active 
in  political  circles.  He  was  born  in  Clark  County, 
July  28,  18*24,  and  is  the  son  of  James  Stryker, 
who  located  there  about  the  year  1820,  having 
emigrated  from  the  Empire  State.  James  Stryker 
was,  however,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  an  agriculturist,  princi- 
pally, throughout  life.  On  his  arrival  in  Clark 
County,  he  purchased  land,  where  he  continued  to 
live  until  removing  to  Springfield,  111.,  when  our 
subject  was  a  lad  of  about  seven  years.  This  was 
about  1831,  and  only  two  years  afterward  he  re- 
turned to  the  neighborhood  of  his  former  home  in 
Indiana,  where  he  purchased  a  farm,  and  there 
resided  for  some  eight  years.  Going  to  Paris, 
Ind.,  he  engaged  in  merchandising  for  a  year,  and 
then  went  to  Rrownstown,  Jackson  County,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  same  avocation  until  January, 
1844,  at  which  time  he  became  a  resident  of  Parke 
County.  He  made  a  settlement  at  Rockville, 
where  he    was   a   merchant  for   about  three  years. 


Next,  going  to  Illinois,  he  located  near  Bloom- 
ington,  and  after  some  time  he  removed  to  Texas, 
which  was  his  place  of  abode  for  about  five  years. 
Returning  thence  to  the  North,  he  engaged  in 
farming  near  Collinsville,  and  finally  made  Evans- 
ville,  Ind.,  his  permanent  home,  living  there  until 
his  death  in  1858. 

Charles  W.  Stryker  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  and  passed  the 
greater  portion  of  his  boyhood  days  in  Clark 
County,  Ind.  When  he  was  about  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  began  to  assist  his  father  in  the  store, 
and  in  the  year  1845  engaged  in  business  with  him. 
When  the  latter  left  Rockville,  our  subject  re- 
mained in  the  place,  engaged  in  collecting  for 
about  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time, 
he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  was  his  occupation  for  twenty-one  years. 
He  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  southeast  of  Rock- 
ville, a  place  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which 
he  still  owns.  Prior  to  1879,  he  operated  a  saw- 
mill for  some  three  or  four  years,  and  was  Super- 
intendent of  a  flour  mill  and  woolen  factory,  which 
were  the  property  of  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Adam- 
son. 

In  the  year  1846,  Mr.  Stryker  and  Miss  Nancy 
A.  Adamson  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady 
was  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Adamson,  a  carpenter  of 
this  county.  Mrs.  Stryker,  who  was  a  lady  posses- 
sed of  many  amiable  and  lovable  qualities,  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  in  1888.  Her  loss  was 
deeply  deplored  b3T  the  many  friends  she  had  made 
during  her  long  residence  in  this  vicinity.  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  who  are  all  de- 
ceased but  one,  John  W.,  the  eldest,  who  is  now  J 
running  the  old  homestead,  owned   by    his  lather. 

While  at  Rowling  Green,  to  which  place  he  went 
in  October,  1858,  Mr.  Stryker  was  Superintended 
of  the  Clay  Mills  Company,  and  in  1861  he  located 
on  his  farm  east  of  the  town.  In  1879  he  became 
a  resident  of  Rockville,  and  was  appointed  Post- 
master in  October,  1882,  which  office  he  held  un- 
til the  1st  of  February,  1887.  He  was  re-appointed 
to  the  place  on  the  9th  of  October,  1889,  since 
which  time  lie  has  continued  to  occupy  the  same. 
He  is  considered  the  most  capable  and  efficient 
Postmaster  who  has  served  for  111:1113'  years.     Prior 
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to  the  organ  izatiou  of  the  Republican  party,  he 
was  a  Whig.  Since  that  time  he  has  voted  in 
every  Presidential  election  for  the  candidates  of 
the  Republican  party.  For  three  years  he  was 
County  Commissioner  of  Parke  County,  the  duties 
of  which  he  discharged  with  credit  to  himself  and 
constituents.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  filled 
all  the  chairs  in  the  lodge.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the  Trustees. 
He  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens 
and  all  who  have  in  any  way  been  thrown  in  con- 
tact with  him,  for  he  is  a  man  of  correct  principles, 
courteous  and  fair  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fel- 
low-men. 


ilt_..  ON.  MICHAEL  D.  WHITE,  ex-Member  of 
[i)V  Congress.  This  distinguished  gentleman  is 
/AW^'  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  White. 
(||))  Humphrey  &  Reeves,  attorneys-at-law,  of 
Crawfordsville,  Ind.  The  firm  to  which  be  be- 
longs is  recognized  as  able  and  reliable.  Mr. 
White  was  born  near  Springfield,  Clark  County, 
Ohio,  September  8.  1827.  His  paternal  ancestors 
came  from  Vermont,  and  his  maternal  from  Ire- 
land. His  grandfather  White  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  in  which  he  was  wounded, 
and  died  in  LaFayette,  Ind.,  about  1837.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Alanson  and  Mary 
(Daugherty)  White.  In  1829  they  removed  to 
Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  and  there  our  subject 
was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  common 
school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  en- 
tered Wabash  College,  where  he  enjoyed  superior 
advantages  for  four  years,  but  left  the  college  in 
his  senior  year  on  account  of  failing  health. 

One  year  on  the  farm  so  restored  Mr.  White's 
strength,  that  he  felt  able  to  begin  the  study  of 
law,  and  entered  the  office  of  Gen.  Lew  Wallace 
After  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Gen.  Wallace,  which  continued  until 


1858.  Mr.  White  early  in  life  displayed  some  of 
those  gifts  of  speech  which  afterward  placed  him 
among  the  orators  of  the  State.  His  legal  attain- 
ments were  acknowledged  during  his  first  year  of 
practice,  as  he  was  then  elected  Prosecuting  At- 
torney for  Montgomery  and  Boone  Counties.  For 
a  time  he  was  a  partner  with  the  distinguished 
James  N.  Biuford,  and  gave  special  attention  to 
criminal  law. 

In  1860,  Mr.  White  defeated  Gen.  Manson  for  the 
State  Senate,  in  which  body  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  a  com- 
mittee of  much  importance  at  that  time.  In  1876, 
he  was  called  still  higher,  and  received  the  election 
to  Congress  over  the  Democratic  Greenback  can- 
didates. His  majority  of  fourteen  hundred  and 
ten  over  the  Democrats  was  with  one  exception 
the  largest  Republican  majority  attained  by  any 
Congressional  Candidate  in  the  district.  The  Hon. 
Godlove  S.  Orth,  the  next  candidate,  had  a  major- 
ity of  only  ninety-eight  votes. 

Since  his  retirement  from  Congress,  Mr.  White 
has  attended  closely  to  his  profession,  in  which  he 
has  been  eminently  successful.  The  marriage  of 
our  subject  took  place  April  29,  1858,  to  Laura  E., 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  G.  McMechan,  an  old  phy- 
sician, now  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
Mrs.  White's  birth  took  place  May  14.  1837,  in 
Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  and  the  following  children 
do  honor  to  their  parents'  name:  Millie,  now  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Stillwell,  of  Minneapolis,  Kan.;  John  L.,  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  George  R.,  a  telegraph  operator  in 
Monroe  County,  Ind.;  Grace,  a  graduate  of  the  High 
School  of  the  Class  of  '89,  and  who  has  for  three 
and  a-half  years  been  delivery  clerk  in  the  post- 
office;  Anna  L.,  who  is  at  home;  and  Robert,  a  child 
of  thirteen,  at  home.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  in  which  Mrs.  White  is  a 
faithful  worker.  Mrs.  White  is  a  pleasant  lad}'  of 
culture  and  refinement,  and  one  whose  friendship 
it  is  worth  one's  while  to  cultivate.  She  commands 
the  respect  of  the  people  equally  with  her  husband, 
and  is  a  most  fitting  companion  of  the  honorable 
man    with   whom  her  married  life  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  White  is  a  member  of  Masonic  fraternity,  is 
a  plain,  unassuming  man,  popular  with  all  par- 
ties,  an  able    lawyer,   and  has  gained  the  cogno- 
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men  of  "honest  Mike  White."  He  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  members  of  the  Montgomery  County 
Bar,  and  no  complaint  has  eyer  been  made  as  to 
trickery  in  connection  with  his  life.  He  has  quite  a 
reputation  as  an  orator,  and  has  modeled  his  ca- 
reer after  that  of  the  Hon.  Henry  S.  Lane.  His 
efforts  on  the  platform  are  frequently  marked  by 
flashes  of  fire  equal  to  those  of  his  great  predeces- 
sor, and  in  earnestness  of  purpose  and  logical  eluci- 
dation, he  is  not  inferior  to  Indiana's  gifted  orator. 


ON.  HENRY  S.  LANE.  Among  the  names 
enlisted  on  the  roll  of  fame  in  the  State 
of  Indiana  stands  that  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  In  him  was  recognized  the  ac- 
complished lawyer,  the  patriot  stateman,  the  genial 
companion  and  the  Christian  gentleman.  He  has 
passed  off  the  stage  of  life,  but  the  memory  of  this 
man's  noble,  kindly  life  remains  as  an  example  to 
the  future  youth  of  the  State  and  as  a  precious 
possession  to  those  whose  existence  was  bound  to 
his  by  tics  of  kindred. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ky.,  February  11,  1811.  The 
groundwork  of  his  education  was  well  laid,  and 
at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years  the  natural  bent 
of  his  mind  so  clearly  pointed  out  the  path  in 
which  he  could  find  success,  that  he  at  once  took 
up  the  study  of  law,  which,  after  reaching  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  he  began  to  practice,  and  then 
opened  a  long  career  of  brilliancy  that  was  only 
ended  by  the  death  of  this  distinguished  man.  In 
1835  he  came  to  this  State  and  settled  among  the 
good  people  of  Crawfordsville. 

Our  subject  had  not  long  to  wait  for  laurels,  as 
his  winning  oratory,  full  of  anecdotes  and  mirth, 
alternated  with  pathos,  made  his  name  early  known 
as  an  orator  at  the  Bar,  and  a  fine  practice  came  to 
him  without  the  usual  struggles  of  young  and  un- 
known talent.  In  1837  he  received  the  election 
to  the  State    Legislature  as  the  candidate   of  the 


Whig  party.  In  1840  Mr.  Lane  beat  Edward  A. 
Hannaghan,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Con- 
gress. These  men  were  much  alike,  both  fluent 
and  eloquent  on  the  stump.  The  result  of  the  can- 
vass was  the  election  of  Lane  by  a  majority  of 
fifteen  hundred  votes,  and  the  next  year  lie  de- 
feated John  Bryce  by  a  big  majority. 

In  1844  Mr.  Lane  stumped  the  State  of  Indiana 
and  mourned  over  the  defeat  of  the  great  Ken- 
tuckian,  Henry  Clay.  During  the  Mexican  War, 
he  assisted  in  evoking  the  proper  patriotic  spirit 
through  the  State,  and  in  May,  1846,  he  was 
a  member  of  a  war  meeting  held  in  Indianapolis. 
One  who  was  present  has  put  upon  record  the  fol- 
lowing comment  upon  our  subject:  "Henry  S.  Lane, 
being  called  for  by  the  meeting,  addressed  it  in  the 
peculiar  strain  of  inspiring  eloquence  for  which 
he  is  so  distinguished,  and  which  is  possessed  bj' 
few  men  of  the  country."  Mr.  Lane  raised  a  com- 
pany of  volunteers,  and  when  the  first  regiment 
was  organized  he  was  chosen  its  Major  and  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  His 
regiment  did  duty  in  guarding  supply  trains  and 
protecting  posts.  The  colors  of  the  regiment  were 
presented  by  Mrs.  Lane  from  the  porch  in  front  of 
the  handsome  residence  in  Crawfordsville,  when 
she  was  a  beautiful  bride  of  nineteen,  only  one 
year  married.  Those  same  colors  are  among  the 
treasures  of  Wabash  College  Museum.  On  the 
night  of  the  return  of  our  subject  from  the  army, 
he  made  a  ringing  speech  in  Madison, and  his  fiery 
eloquence  rekindled  the  war  spirit,  and  brought 
about  the  formation  of  a  new  company,  which 
became  a  part  of  the  Fifth  Indiana  Regiment,  un- 
der Col.  James  H.  Lane.  In  1849  our  subject  be- 
came a  candidate  for  Congress  against  Hon.  Joseph 
E.  McDonald,  who  was  elected.  When  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  formed  Col.  Lane  was  its  natural 
head  in  Indiana.  His  popularity  was  such  that 
when  the  National  Convention  was  held  in  1856 
he  was  chosen  its  President,  and  when  Fremont 
and  Dayton  were  nominated  he  took  the  stump 
for  them  through  Indiana. 

In  1856  Col.  Lane  and  Col.  McCarty  received  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast  by  the  Legislature,  and 
went  to  Washington  to  contest  the  seats  held  by 
Senators  Bright  and  Fitch,  but  the  Senate  decided 
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against  them.  In  1860  Col.  Lane  was  nominated 
by  the  Republicans  for  Governor,  with  Oliver  P. 
Morton  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Democra- 
tic competitor  was  Thomas  A.  Hendricks.  In  his 
message  to  the  Legislature  Gov.  Lane  used  very 
strong  language  against  the  idea  of  the  States  se- 
ceding, congratulating  the  people  of  Indiana  upon 
its  true  position  of  adherence  to  the  Union,  and 
declared  that  they  would  uphold  at  every  hazard 
the  glorious  form  of  free  Government  in  which 
we  live.  After  a  few  days  he  was  unanimously 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  at  once 
resigned  his  gubernatorial  chair,  leaving  Mr.  Mor- 
ton as  Governor.  This  was  the  shortest  record  of 
office  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

In  the  Senate  Mr.  Lane  attained  distinction,  and 
he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  able  men  of  that 
body.  A  year  before  his  term  expired  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  his  constituents  declining  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  candidate,  on  account  of  poor  health. 
His  Hist  marriage  was  with  Miss  Amelia  Jameson, 
at  his  old  home  in  Kentucky,  but  she  died  about 
1842.  In  Washington,  February  11,  1845,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Joanna  Elston,  who  was  very 
close  to  him  in  his  public  and  private  life.  For 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  although  he  loved  his  own  denomina- 
tion he  was  in  no  way  narrow-minded.  His  pure 
affection  and  refined  sympathy  remained  with 
him  until  the  last.  Innocent  and  prattling  child- 
hood always  claimed  his  attention,  and  he  once 
said,  "I  wish  it  to  be  remembered  of  me  that  I 
always  loved  a  little  child." 

For  many  years  our  subject  had  been  a  sufferer 
from  heart  disease,  and  for  a  long  time  he  had 
realized  that  the  end  must  be  near.  He  calmly 
and  peacefully  passed  away  on  Saturday,  June  18, 
1881,  and  was  mourned  throughout  the  State  of 
Indiana.  Gov.  Porter  ordered  the  State  offices  to 
be  draped  in  mourning,  and  the  State  officials  at- 
tended his  funeral.  Most  beautiful  sentiments 
were  uttered  at  that  time  by  Ex-Gov.  Hendricks, 
Senator  McDonald,  Gen.  Cobum,  Judge  Gresham 
and  other  distinguished  men,  and  numerous  letters 
of  condolence  came  to  his  bereaved  wife.  The 
distinguished  pall-bearers  were  Samuel  Bin  ford, 
Gov.  Porter,  James  Heaton,  R.  B.  F.  Pierce,   Peter 


S.  Kennedy,  Senator  Voorhees,  Senator  Harrison, 
B.  T.  Ristine,  Prof.  Campbell  and  Gov.  Hendricks. 
The  monument  which  marks  the  illustrious  dead 
is  an  obelisk  of  Scotch  granite  from  the  quarries 
of  Aberdeen,  and  it  rests  upon  a  double  base 
of  American  granite,  which  is  eight  feet,  two 
inches  square.  The  shaft  is  thirteen  feet  high,  is 
surrounded  by  a  finial,  the  terminal  of  which  is  a 
polished  ball,  and  the  weight  is  forty-five  tons.  It 
is  a  piece  of  magnificent  workmanship  and  is 
worthy  of  the  distinguished  man  whose  resting- 
place  it  marks. 


TOW  S.  DETCHON,  M.  D.,  now  a  pros- 
perous farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  New 
Richmond,  Montgomery  County,  Ind., 
attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Society,  and  also  belongs  to  the  County  Medical  So- 
ciet3',of  which  he  has  been  President.  In  1801  he  was 
sent  as  delegate  to  the  National  Societ}',  which 
convened  in  Washington.  Beginning  practice  in 
1861,  Dr.  Detchon  actively  engaged  in  the  arduous 
and  responsible  duties  of  a  family  phj-sician  lor 
over  a  score  of  years,  but  in  1888  abandoned  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  devoted  himself  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

Although  our  subject  is  not  a  native  of  Indiana, 
he  is  the  only  man  now  living  who  resided  in  the 
town  of  New  Richmond  when  he  located  here. 
He  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State  in  1830, 
his  birthplace  being  that  portion  of  Ohio  now 
known  as  Mahoning  County.  His  parents,  John 
and  Maria  (Iloadley)  Detchon,  were  early  resi- 
dents of  the  State  in  which  their  family  was 
boin  and  reared.  The  father,  who  was  of  English 
ancestry,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  soon  after  his 
father  and  mother  emigrated  from  England  to 
America.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
the  good  old  State  of  Connecticut. 

Gideon   Hoadley,  the   maternal   grandfather   of 
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Stow  S.  Detchon,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  an 
honest,  industrious,  hard-wording  man,  of  courage 
and  ability.  He  put  many  a  sturdy  stroke  of 
work  into  the  vessels  commanded  by  Commodore 
Perry  when  he  defeated  the  English  upon  Lake 
Erie.  The  Hoadleys  were  a  long-lived  people,  and 
Grandfather  Hoadley  was  one  hundred  and  seven 
years  of  age  when  he  passed  away.  His  good  old 
wife  lived  to  be  ninety-one.  For  fully  seventy 
years  this  venerable  couple  had  shared  the  joys 
and  sorrows  of  each  other's  lives,  and  in  death  they 
were  not  long  divided.  A  great-uncle  of  our 
subject  was  a  noted  character  in  the  early  days  of 
New  England.  He  invented  the  Hoadley  Clocks, 
which  were  famous  in  their  time  and  may  still  be 
found  as  precious  heirlooms  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

Dr.  Detchon  received  a  good  common-school 
education  in  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Our  subject  was  ambi- 
tious to  achieve  a  position  in  life,  and  knowing  he 
must  carve  out  his  own  fame  and  fortune,  deter- 
mined, as  a  stepping-stone  upward,  to  qualify 
himself  for  a  profession.  He  first  completed  a 
course  in  dentistry,  and  afterward  went  to  Rock- 
ville,  Parke  County,  Ind.  There,  having  decided 
to  become  a  physician,  he  taught  school  and 
studied  medicine,  and  thus,  self-reliant  and  self- 
supporting,  he  prepared  himself  to  enter  the 
college  in  which  he  received  his  education. 

Thirty-six  years  of  wearing  professional  work 
were  now  the  Doctor's  portion.  Through  storm 
and  sunshine,  by  day  or  night,  exposed  to  most 
inclement  weather  and  various  contagious  diseases, 
our  subject  unfalteringly  went  his  round  among 
the  sick  and  dying,  and  when  he  finally  resigned 
his  practice,  it  was  a  matter  of  regret  to  the  en- 
tire community  to  which  he  had  devoted  the  ef- 
forts of  his  life. 

Dr.  Detchon  was  married  in  1857  to  Miss  Mary 
McComas,  who  survived  but  five  years,  dying  in 
1862.  The  young  physician  again  entered  into  mat- 
rimonial bonds,  this  time  with  Miss  Jemima  Thomas. 
This  second  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a 
son,  John  V.,  who  is  now  a  student  at  the  college 
in  Crawfordsvillc.  Our  subject  has  greatly  aided 
in  the  development  of  the  town,  to  which  he  came 


when  it  was  but  a  small  village.  He  witnessed  the 
burning  of  the  town,  its  ashes  and  desolation,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  its  re- 
building. Dr.  Detchon  has  laid  out  seven  additions 
to  the  town,  and  every  lot  in  the  sub-divisions  but 
one  has  now  been  sold,  so  great  has  been  the  de- 
mand for  the  property. 

Our  subject  is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but 
he  is  liberal  in  their  support,  and  has  a  deep 
respect  for  all  honest  workers  in  the  religious 
field.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  believes 
the  platform  of  the  party  safe  and  sound.  It  is 
nearly  five  years  since  Dr.  Detchon  gave  his 
professional  duties  their  final  round,  but  he  still 
fraternally  associates  with  the  active  members  of 
the  medical  world  and  attends  their  various  socie- 
ties. As  a  general  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser, 
Dr.  Detchon's  success  has  been  long  assured,  his 
farm  being  under  fine  cultivation,  and  his  live-stock 
some  of  the  best  in  the  State. 


HH^E 


LFRED  JOHNSON,  a  representative  pio- 
I!  neer  and  much  respected  citizen  of 
Montgomery  County,  well  known  in  early 
as  a  successful  tiller  of  the  soil,  is 
one  more  added  to  the  list  of  the  honored  dead 
who  were  closely  identified  with  the  farming  in- 
terests of  the  State,  and  who  were  each  and  all 
important  factors  in  the  inarch  of  improvement 
and  general  progress  in  Indiana.  Our  subject  was 
largely  a  self-made  man.  Very  early  in  life  he 
assumed  the  cares  of  a  home  and  family,  and  ever 
was  faithful  to  the  solemn  obligations  he  then 
entered  into.  Upright  and  conscientious  in  life, 
he  died,  as  he  had  lived,  a  true  and  earnest  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  and  was  sincerely  mourned  by  the 
old  friends  and  neighbors  of  early  years,  and  all 
who  knew  him  lamented  his  death. 

In  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  recorded  as  a 
Hollander,  because  he  spoke  the  language  of  the 
Dutohland    well.      His   son,    the   grandfather   of 
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Alfred  Johnson,  was  named  William,  and  was  a 
trustworthy  man,  of  more  than  ordinary  ability. 
During  the  Revolutionary  War,  AVilliam  Johnson 
served  in  the  commissary  department,  and  was 
well  known  as  an  ardent  patriot.  His  son  Henry 
was  born  in  1778,  and  spent  the  early  portion  of 
his  life  within  his  native  State,  Virginia.  Arrived 
at  mature  years,  he  engaged  in  business  as  a  live- 
stock dealer,  and  drove  hogs  across  the  mountains 
from  Kentucky  to  Virginia. 

The  lady  who  became  his  wife  was  Miss  Clara 
Day.  who  was  also  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  was 
born  in  the  year  1781.  Henry  and  Clara  (Day) 
Johnson  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family;  the 
brothers  and  sisters  were  Osa  D.,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
P.  Hultz;  Lucietia,  who  married  Thomas  Arm- 
strong,and  came  to  Montgomery  County  in  1830; 
Alfred,  our  subject,  who  was  the  eldest  son;  Char 
ity,  who  became  the  wife  of  Btyant  Day;  Will- 
iam ;  Presley  D.,  who  still  survives;  and  John,  lo- 
cated in  Iowa.  Alfred  Johnson,  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Mason  County,  Ky.,  about  1810.  He  re- 
mained in  his  native  place  until  he  had  attained 
early  manhood,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Dollis,  a  native  of  New  Jersey. 

In  1831.  with  his  father,  brothers,  sisters  and 
wife,  Alfred  Johnson  came  to  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  which  they  made  their  permanent 
home.  The  father  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and 
passed  peacefully  awaj',  respected  and  beloved. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  happy  in  their  new 
home,  where  soon  a  family  clustered  around  their 
hearth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  reared  a  family  of 
six  children.  Henry  was  the  eldest-born;  Mary, 
now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  George  Grott; 
George  is  now  a  resident  of  Pawnee;  Emily  is  the 
wife  of  D.  B.  Harrison;  Pamelia  married  W.  R. 
Dawson,  of  Putnam  County.  Margaret,  the  wife 
of  Alfred  Johnson,  departed  this  life  December  22, 
1892. 

William  was  born  in  1845,  grew  up  in  the 
county,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Ladoga.  He 
well  improved  his  educational  advantages,  and 
thus  fitted  himself  for  the  discharge  of  the  various 
business  duties  which  have  occupied  his  time.  He 
began  buying  and  shipping  stock  in  1870,  and 
prospered  in  this  venture,  averaging  shipments  of 


two  cars  per  week.  Mr.  Johnson  now  buys  and 
ships  both  grain  and  stock,  and  ships,  manufac- 
tured lumber.  He  has  attained  a  prominent  posi- 
tion as  a  leading  business  man,  and  is  a  progress- 
ive citizen,  active  in  public  affairs,  and  has  been 
one  of  the  workers  in  advancing  the  various  in- 
terests of  Pawnee.  He  owns  a  general  merchan- 
dise store  in  the  place,  conducts  the  postottice, 
and  is  also  the  proprietor    of  a  profitable  sawmill. 

In  1873,  William  Johnson  and  Miss  Mary  A. 
Webb  became  man  and  wife.  Mrs.  Johnson  was 
the  daughter  of  Robert  Webb,  of  Hamilton 
County,  and  was  a  great  favorite  in  her  early 
home,  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  the  town 
and  county  where  she  now  resides.  This  estim- 
able lady  is  the  mother  of  two  children.  Grace  and 
George  H.,  twins.  The  parents  were  bereaved  by 
the  death  of  their  son  Robert  A.,  a  boy  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  one  whose  sterling 
traits  of  character  gave  promise  of  a  brilliant  and 
successful  career  in  life.  George  II.  has  been  an 
operator  in  the  service  of  the  Western  Telegraph 
Company,  and  is  a  bright  young  man. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Republican,  and  is  always  in- 
terested in  the  management  of  local  and  national 
affairs,  but,  generally  speaking,  is  not  a  politician. 
Our  subject  was  a  member  of  the  Disciples  Church, 
and  others  of  his  family  worshipped  in  the  same 
house  of  prayer,  but  a  portion  of  the  family  are 
Baptists. 


,ILSON  HLTNT,  a  successful  farmer  of  Madi- 
son Township,  and  for  about  half  a  cen- 
tury a  resident  of  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  is  personally  interested  in  various  inven- 
tions, and  has  devoted  much  time  to  securing 
valuable  patents.  He  is  a  native  of  Butler  County. 
Ohio,  from  which  State  and  county  many  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Indiana  emigrated.  Our  subject 
was  one  in  a  large  family  of  ten  children,  seven 
daughters  and  three  sons, all  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
ture years,  and,  marrying,  gave  man}'  descendants 
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to  the  family  name.  The  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  order  of  their  birth  are:  Aaron,  who  was 
born  in  1810,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Watertown, 
Dak.;  William,  deceased,  whose  natal  year  was 
1821,  and  who  died  in  Montgomery  County,  leav- 
ing a  family  of  five  children;  Abigail,  born  in 
1823,  who  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Messmore,  of 
Fountain;  Martha,  born  in  1825.  who  was  married 
to  Benjamin  Tappin, now  dead;  Wilson,  our  subject, 
who  was  born  in  1827;  Catherine,  born  in  1830, 
and  now  the  wife  of  John  Brown,  of  Potomac,  111.; 
Mary  J.,  born  in  1832,  and  married  to  Levi  B.  Rose, 
of  Wabash,  Ind.;  Margaret,  born  in  1835,  the  wife 
of  Daniel  Mclntyre,  of  Crawfordsville;  Maria,  born 
in  1839,  and  married  to  Thomas  Steele,  of  Mont- 
gomery County;  and  Clarissa,  born  in  1843,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Rose,  and  died,  leav- 
ing one  child. 

Hunt  is  a  famous  name  in  English  history;  dis- 
tinguished orators,  authors,  soldiers  and  noted 
politicians  bore  the  name  in  "  Merrie  England," 
and  there  added  lustre  to  its  record.  The  branch 
of  the  family  to  which  our  subject  belongs  is  of 
undoubted  English  ancestry,  but  the  father  and 
mother  of  Wilson  Hunt  are  natives  of  America. 
The  father  was  bom  in  New  Jersey  in  1786,  and 
came  with  his  parents,  Aaron  and  Mary  (Seaman) 
Hunt,  to  the  West  in  1802.  Mr.  Hunt's  mother 
was  born  in  1797;  she  was  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Catherine  (Schnuff)  Colling,  both  by  birth 
Pennsylvania-Dutch. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  Charles 
Hunt  and  Mary  Colling  were  united  in  marriage. 
They  made  their  home  for  many  years  in  Butler 
County,  Ohio;  but  in  1838,  when  their  son  Wil- 
son was  but  eleven  years  of  age,  they  removed 
their  household  effects  and  children  to  the  neigh- 
boring Stale  of  Indiana.  Their  location  in  Union 
County  was  a  pleasant  one,  and  there  they  re- 
mained until  1853.  During  these  fifteen  years  the 
children  had  been  attending  the  district  school, 
assisting  in  the  varied  in-and-out-door  work,  and 
rapidly  maturing  in  age  and  experience, and  when 
in  1858  the  parents  settled  in  Montgomery  County, 
their  sons  and  daughters  were  nearly  all  of  adult 
age  and  well  lilted  to  light  life's  battles  for  them- 
selves.    Father  and  Mother  Hunt   lived   to  enjoy 


their  new  home  and  make  many  warm  friends 
there,  who  with  the  old  neighbors  and  acquaint- 
ance of  former  years  sincerely  mourned  their 
loss,  when  Death  called  them  away  from  home  and 
family. 

In  1854  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Husted,  daughter  of  John  and  Abbie 
(Dubois)  Husted.  John  Husted,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wilson  Hunt,  was  born  in 
Sweden;  his  wife,  Nancy  Husted,  was  a  native  of 
Ireland;  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Hunt,  however,  were 
of  American  birth,  both  being  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey, where  they  were  reared,  educated  and  married. 
Her  father  was  born  in  1795,  and  when  on ly  seven- 
teen years  of  age  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  He  married  early  in  life,  and  settled  in 
the  southern  part  of  Union  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  resided  until  1890,  when  at  the  extreme  old 
age  of  ninety-five  years  he  passed  away,  rich  in  the 
experience  of  a  wonderful  and  progressive  cen- 
tury. 

This  old  veteran  and  his  wife,  Abbie,  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  who,  with  one  excep- 
tion, lived  to  mature  years.  Eleazer,  the  eldest- 
born,  is  dead;  Nancy  is  dead;  Phoebe  died  and  left 
five  children;  David,  who  left  a  family  of  seven 
children,  is  dead;  John  is  dead,  and  left  five  chil- 
dren; Josiah  is  now  a  resident  of  Indiana,  and  has 
five  children;  Sarah  A.  is  deceased;  Henry,  of  Lib- 
erty, Ind.,  is  a  prominent  and  leading  citizen,  and 
the  father  of  four  children;  Daniel,  of  Union 
County,  also  has  four  children;  Mary  E.  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  Katie  died  and  left  three  chil- 
dren; and  Caroline,  the  youngest,  is  now  the  wife 
of  W.  Paddock. 

Our  subject  owns  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
acres  of  excellent  land,  all  of  which  is  in  the 
county,  one  hundred  and  sixty  being  in  the  home 
farm,  which  Mr.  Hunt  has  brought  into  a  high 
slate  of  cultivation.  Our  subject  has  been  a  life- 
long agriculturist,  and  thoroughly  understands  the 
tilling  of  the  soil.  He  is  always  a  kind  friend  and 
pleasant  neighbor,  ever  ready  to  extend  a  helping 
hand  to  those  who  need  it.  Affable  and  courteous 
to  all,  he  has  many  true  friends.  Politically,  Mr. 
Hunt  is  a  Republican,  but  he  is  liberal  in  senti- 
ment and  candid  in  judgment.     Our  subject  and 
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his  estimable  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  six 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  The  children 
are  S.  J.  Cebery,  William,  Charles,  Nora  and  Bruce. 
Henry  is  deceased. 


i>^e<^ 


EDWARD  S.  BRUBECK,  one  of  the  active 
and  wide-a-wake  young  business  men  of 
J  Parke  County,  is  a  resident  of  Rockville, 
and  is  proprietor  of  "The  Elephant,"  which  is  the 
largest  clothing  and  furnishing-goods  store  in  the 
place.  This  concern  does  a  business  of  about 
$30,000  to  $40,000  annually,  and  during  the  busy 
season  our  subject  employs  regularly  four  or  more 
clerks.  He  also  has  a  cashier,  and  uses  the  Stand- 
ard Cash  Carrier  system  in  his  store. 

Mr.  Brubeck  was  born  in  the  southern  part  of 
Indiana,  in  Harrison  County,  May  2,  1860.  His 
father,  Philip  Brubeck,  was  a  prominent  farmer 
and  early  settler  of  the  county,  to  which  he  came 
from  Augusta  County,  Va.,  about  the  year  1843. 
He  then  purchased  the  land  on  which  he  still  re- 
sides. He  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  His  edu- 
cational privileges  were  principally  those  of  the 
public  schools,  though  he  attended  the  school  at 
Hartsville,  Ind.,  and  afterward  went  to  the  Val- 
paraiso Commercial  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  March,  1881.  After  completing  his 
studies,  he  began  clerking  in  a  clothing  store  at 
New  Albany,  Ind.,  and  then  went  into  business  for 
himself  at  Browns,  Edwards  Count}',  111.,  being 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  for  about  two 
and  one-half  years.  It  was  in  July,  1887,  that  he 
came  to  Rockville  and  bought  out  the  firm  of  A. 
Mossier  &  Son,  who  ran  a  large  store  in  this  place, 
and  here  he  has  made  quite  a  success  of  his  busi- 
ness transactions.  His  store  is  located  at  Nos.  13 
and  14  Ohio  Street,  where  he  has  a  space  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  feet  in  depth.  He  carries 
a  large  assortment  of  goods  in  his  line,  and  has  the 
trade  of  much  of  the  surrounding  country,  as  well 
as  the  immediate  village. 


At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents  in  Byrneville, 
Ind.,  in  May,  1886,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Brubeck  and  Miss  Fanny  C.  Levi.  They  have 
two  children,  Etta  Erman  and  Julia  Catherine. 
Mrs.  Brubeck  is  a  well-educated  and  cultured  lady, 
who  presides  over  her  pleasant  home  with  grace 
and  dignity,  and  with  rare  tact  and  womanly 
courtesy  makes  welcome  the  many  friends  of  her- 
self and  husband.  Our  subject  is  also  very  popu- 
lar in  social  circles,  and,  like  his  estimable  wife, 
delights  to  extend  a  hospitable  greeting  to  his  as- 
sociates and  friends.  In  Jiis  political  principles 
he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  always  actively 
concerned  in  the  welfare  of  his  party.  He  is  also 
interested  in  civic  organizations,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  For  some  time  he 
has  been  President  of  the  Business  Men's  Associa- 
tion in  Rockville,  which  is  an  organization  having 
for  its  object  the  advancement  of  the  business, 
social  and  moral  interests  of  the  community  and 
county.  Though  he  is  comparatively  young  in 
the  mercantile  field,  our  subject  has  developed  a 
marked  talent  as  a  business  man,  and  has  already 
attained  a  position  which  men  of  much  greater 
experience  have  failed  to  reach.  Personally,  he  is 
very  highly  thought  of,  and  is  known  to  be 
thoroughly  upright  and  honorable  in  his  business 
methods. 


] 


\\[  OHN  R.  MITCHELL,  of  the  firm  of  Jacks  & 
Mitchell,  the  well-known  general  merchants 
of  Bridgeton,  was  born  in  Parke  County, 
Ind.,  October  7,  1858,  and  is  the  eldest  of 
nine  children  born  of  the  marriage  of  Abel  and 
America  (Bell)  Mitchell.  Of  the  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters,  six  are  now  living.  In  the  sketch 
of  Abel  Mitchell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  will 
be  found  many  interesting  facts  concerning  the 
history  of  the  family  which  we  do  not  give  here. 
On  the  old  Parke  County  homestead  where  his 
grandfather   had   settled,   where  his    father    was 
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bom,  and  where  the  latter  has  passed  his  entire  life, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  sturdy  manhood. 
His  early  education  was  received  "in  the  common 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Terre  Haute, 
where  he  continued  for  one  year.  He  then  com- 
menced to  teach  school  in  Clay  County,  Ind.,  and 
after  three  terms  spent  in  the  same  school,  he 
decided  that  he  did  not  wish  to  make  that  pro- 
fession his  life  work,  and  therefore  gave  it  up. 

December  27,  1881,  Mr.  Mitchell  married  Miss 
Julia  E.,  daughter  of  Ja*nes  Rea,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  Raccoon  Township.  After  his 
marriage  he  was  engaged  for  one  year  as  a  tiller 
of  the  soil  on  his  father's  farm.  In  1883,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  A.  M.  Jacks,  at  Bridge- 
ton,  and  embarked  in  the  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness. Since  that  time  there  have  been  changes  in 
the  firm,  he  having  some  years  ago  bought  out  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Jacks  and  continued  to  run  the 
business  in  his  own  name.  Later  he  sold  an  in- 
terest to  his  former  partner,  and  at  this  writing 
(1893),  the  firm  is  the  same  as  when  it  first  started. 
Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  thorough-going  business  man, 
and  his  mercantile  establishment  has  grown  to 
large  proportions. 

Aside  from  merchandising,  Mr.  Mitchell  has  been 
engaged  in  other  enterprises.  He  and  his  brother 
McClellau  established  the  Bridgeton  Stock  Stables, 
and  dealt  largely  in  fine  blooded  horses.  This 
venture  proved  a  success,  and  after  a  time  our 
subject  purchased  his  brother's  interest  and  for  six 
years  managed  the  business  himself.  Owing,  how- 
ever, to  the  demands  made  on  his  time  from  his 
other  interests,  he  sold  his  stock  business.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  large  store  at  Bridgeton,  he  also  has 
a  branch  establishment  at  Mansfield.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Bridgeton  Creamery,  and 
was  its  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Manager,  and  has 
also  been  engaged  in  various  other  enterprises. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Mitchell  was  a  candidate  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  for  Township  Trustee  and  also  for 
County  Auditor,  but  the  Republican  majority  was 
too  much  for  even  so  popular  a  young  man  as  he. 
However,  he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket  and  carried 
his  township  by  eighty  majority,  when  if  was  fully 
seventy-live  Republican  ordinarily,  and  he  reduced 


the  majority  in  his  county  from  six  hundred  to 
less  than  two  hundred.  He  is  a  Mason,  and  has 
filled  all  the  offices  in  the  lodge  except  that  of 
Master.  During  the  Cleveland  administration, 
1885-1889,  he  was  Postmaster  at  Bridgeton.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  he  is  one  of  the  Church  Stewards, 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  His 
marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  Abel  Clyde, 
the  eldest  child,  died  when  nine  years  of  age, 
and  Earl  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Clar- 
ence, Ethel,  Harold,  Homer,  and  an  unnamed  in- 
fant. 


•^=$%\ 
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«ffl  IfelLLIAM  TEN  BROOK  has  for  a  number 
\/\//i  °*  3ears  devoted  his  attention  largely  to 
^/\y  market-gardening,  raising  fruits  and  vege- 
tables on  his  fertile  farm,  comprising  twenty-seven 
acres  on  section  12,  Adams  Township,  Parke 
County.  Ever  since  leaving  school,  he  lias  been 
more  or  less  engaged  in  the  nursery  business,  for  a 
time  being  in  Peru  Township,  from  which  place  he 
went  to  Vincennes.  On  leaving  that  place  he 
came  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  makes  a  speci- 
alty of  raising  fine  varieties  of  Irish  potatoes. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa., 
January  3,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Ten  Brook, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  county  in  1786.  Our 
subject's  grandfather,  John,  was  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  and  a  resident  of  New  Jersey.  Our 
subject's  father  married  Miss  Jane,  daughter  of 
William  Brown,  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  who  emi- 
grated from  Belfast,  Ireland,  to  Lycoming  Count}', 
l'a.  In  1837,  William  Ten  Brook,  Sr., came  to 
Indiana,  locating  one  mile  west  of  Annapolis,  on 
the  site  of  the  present  town  named  in  his  honor. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Penn  Township, 
Parke  County,  where  he  became  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres.  As  the  years  passed  he  made  addi- 
tional purchases  of  land  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1853,  he  owned  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres.     He  was  a  Democrat  until  the  time    of    the 


f  ■■*..■■■ 


JS u/tiiayt^yLX-  /fdi&>vu 


eJsrs 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


153 


Mexican  trouble,  when  he  became  affiliated  with  the 
Whig's.  He  was  a  good  farmer  and  gave  his  special 
attention  to  the  care  and  development  of  his 
farm. 

William  Ten  Brook,  whose  name  heads  this 
record,  is  one  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
still  living,  the  others  being  Garrett  D.,and  Anna, 
wife  of  J.  I.  Ephlin,  of  Penn  Township.  Those 
deceased  are  John  and  Charles.  Our  subject  was 
only  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when  he  came  to  this 
county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  of  the  district  and  also  went 
later  to  the  Bloomingdale  Acadeni}-.  Alter  leaving 
school  he  engaged  in  the  nursery  business,  as 
previously  stated,  and  has  ever  since  worked  along 
that  line.  For  about  five  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  William  Ten  Brook  &  Co.,  in  the  lumber 
business  at  Rockville.  He  owns  a  good  farm,  which 
has  upon  it  a  comfortable  residence  and  other 
buildings. 

It  was  in  the  year  1854  that  our  subject  wedded 
Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  John  Tate,  who  was  born 
and  reared  at  Springfield,  Ohio.  She  is  an  esti- 
mable lady,  well  educated,  and,  like  her  husband, 
has  many  friends  in  this  localit}'.  In  political 
faith  Mr.  Ten  Brook  is  an  ally  of  the  Prohibition 
party  and  strongl}-  favors  the  temperance  cause. 
He  belongs  to  Howard  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,of  Rock- 
ville, of  which  he  has  been  a  member  since  1853. 


l^AUL  G.  SPENCER  is  one  of  the  oldest 
I)  settlers  now  living  in  this  section  of  Parke 
County,  and  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Ind.,  June  13,  1824,  to  James 
K.  and  Martha  (Guthrie)  Spencer.  His  father 
was  a  South  Carolinian  and  was  born  in  Chester 
District  March  24,  1794.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Spencer,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  birth  and  came  to 
America  about  the  year  1790,  locating  in  South 
Carolina,  where  he  married  Miss    Nancy  Kalmore. 
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He  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  but  farmed  after  he 
came  to  America.  On  the  voyage  to  this  country 
Mr.  Spencer's  mother  died  and  was  given  a  sea 
burial.  Nancy  Spencer,  wife  of  John,  was  an  ac- 
quaintance in  her  maiden  days  of  Mr.  Spencer, 
when  they  lived  in  the  northern  part  of  Ireland. 
She  came  to  America  before  the  Revolutionary 
War,  in  which  her  father  and  brother  John  took 
an  active  part.  John  K.  was  taken  prisoner  and 
kept  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
came  home,  .poor  in  flesh  but  rich  in  hope. 

John  Spencer,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
and  his  family  came  to  Indiana  and  located  in 
Washington  County,  where  his  son,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  had  come  about  a  year  previously,  or 
in  1816.  John  was  a  member  of  the  Associate 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  Elder. 
He  was  an  early  pioneer  of  Washington  County, 
and  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
Government  land,  which  he  improved.  He  was 
the  father  of  seven  children,  to  each  of  whom,  the 
youngest  excepted,  he  gave  forty  acres  of  land, 
and  to  him  he  gave  eighty  acres.  The  children 
were  Jennie  (who  married  Thomas  Tippen),  James 
K.,  Robert,  Thomas,  John,  Alexander  and  Moses. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  about  the  year  1824, 
and  the  mother  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her 
youngest  son  in  Union  Township,  this  count37, 
about  1836. 

James  K.  Spencer  was  reared  in  South  Caro- 
lina on  the  old  homestead,  and  in  1815  he  emi- 
grated to  Kentucky,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm 
for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to 
Indiana  and  located  in  Washington  County,  where 
his  father  had  given  him  forty  acres  of  good  land. 
In  February,  1820,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  Paul  Guthrie,  who  was 
a  miller  and  wheelwright  by  trade.  Mr.  Guthrie 
came  from  Ireland  when  a  young  man,  and  was 
married  in  South  Carolina  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bell, 
who  was  also  of  Irish  birth.  Martha  (Guthrie) 
Spencer  was  born  September  17,  1795,  in  Center 
District,  S.  O,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated. 
After  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Spencer,  the  young 
couple  went  to  Washington  County  and  settled 
on  land  which  they  proceeded  to  clear  and  im- 
prove. 
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James  Spencer  continued  to  Jive  in  Washington 
County  until  1833,  when  he  came  to  Parke  Count}-, 
where  he  rented  land  for  a  year  or  two.  He  then 
sold  his  estate  in  Washington  County  and  in- 
vested the  money  in  a  farm  iu  Union  Township, 
besides  entering  ninety  acres  of  Government  land 
in  Putnam  County  in  1834.  He  was  the  father 
of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  twelve  reached  their 
majority.  One  child  died  at  the  age  of  two  years, 
and  but  two  of  the  remainder  are  still  living,  our 
subject  and  James  K.  The  children  who  are  de- 
ceased arc  Elizabeth  J.,  who  married  Jackson  Har- 
beson,  and  died  October  25,  1881;  John  J.,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  died  February  21,  1893;  Agnes, 
deceased,  wife  of  John  Cunningham;  Margaret, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Harbison,  who  died 
in  Kansas  in  1877;  Martha,  who  married  Jo- 
seph K.  Spencer,  and  died  in  Kansas  March  17, 
1893;  Robert,  who  died  in  Portland  Mills  in  1865; 
Mary,  who  died  in  Kansas  March  26,  1889;  Sarah, 
who  married  William  Sturgeon,  and  died  in  Union 
Township,  this  county,  in  the  year  1864;  Thomas 
and  Alexander,  who  were  twins,  the  latter  dying 
June  15,  1838,  and  the  former  March  30,  1862, 
in  the  late  war.  Alexander,  Jr.,  also  died  in  the 
Civil  War,  in  an  engagement  at  Cumberland  Gap. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  member  of  the 
Associate  Presbyterian  Church  and  was  an  Elder 
in  that  denomination  for  many  years.  Politically, 
lie  was  a  stanch  Democrat  and  a  strong  Abolition- 
ist in  the  struggle  between  the  North  and  South. 
lie  came  here  in  an  early  day  and  battled  with 
difficulties,  suffering  many  of  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  the  times.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  large 
family. 

Our  subject  lived  in  Washington  County  until 
he  reached  his  ninth  year,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  subscription  schools  of  that  early  day, 
where  he  obtained  a  fair  knowledge  of  books.  He 
remained  with  li is  mother  until  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  September  30,  1847.  The 
lad_y  of  li  is  choice  was  Miss  Jane  R.  Steel,  who  was 
the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Steel,  a  farmer  of  Parke 
County,  who  had  emigrated  here  from  Virginia 
about  1833.  Mis.  Spencer,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Virginia  January  31,  1828.  She 
was  reared  in  her  native  State,  and  was  about  five 


years  old  when  she  came  West  with  her  parents. 
One  child  came  to  bless  this  union,  Nathaniel, 
who  lives  in  this  township  and  is.  a  farmer  and 
carpenter  by  occupation.  The  good  wife  and 
mother  passed  away  at  her  home  August  10,  1848. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1851,  Mr.  Spencer 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Catherine,  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  Westbrook,  who  lived  in  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, near  Bloomington,  this  State,  and  was  a  na- 
tive of  South  Carolina,  coming  to  Monroe  County 
in  1833.  Catherine  was  born  October  28,  1827, 
and  was  but  six  years  old  when  her  parents  emi- 
grated to  Indiana.  After  his  first  marriage  Mr. 
Spencer  located  on  the  P>ig  Raccoon,  where  he  re- 
mained from  the  spring  of  1848  to  1865,  when  he 
removed  to  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  To 
himself  and  wife  were  born  six  children,  five 
of  whom  are  still  living,  viz.:  William  W.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Crawford  County,  HI.,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  fanning;  Tilamen  R.,  who  resides  in 
Russell  Township,  Putnam  County,  this  State; 
James  A.  and  Alexander  (twins),  the  former  liv- 
ing in  Carthage,  Mo.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
stock  trade,  and  the  latter  a  stock-dealer  in  Craw- 
ford County,  III.;  and  Mary,  wife  of  J.  W.  Ramsey, 
a  resident  of  this  township.  Sarah  Elizabeth  died 
at  the  age  of  four  months. 

Mr.  Spencer  owned  two  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  of  finely  cultivated  land,  but  recently  di- 
vided a  portion  of  it  among  his  children,  keeping 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  for  himself,  and  he 
has  since  purchased  forty-five  acres  more,  making 
a  total  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  for  his 
own  farming  purposes.  He  has  given  all  his  chil- 
dren a  good  school  education,  besides  about  $2,800 
apiece  as  a  start  in  life.  This  includes  the  ex- 
penses of  their  education.  He  is  a  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  and  has  been  keeping  sonic  fine 
horses,  four  of  which  he  sold  at  $400  each  when 
two  years  old.  Politically,  Mr.  Spencer  was  reared 
a  Democrat  and  Abolitionist,  but  when  the  Re- 
publican party  was  formed  he  cast  his  ballot  for 
its  candidates  till  St.  John  was  nominated,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  a  strong  Prohibitionist. 
He  has  always  been  a  very  stanch  temperance  man 
and  is  in  favor  of  the  principles  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion platform,     He  was  a   candidate    for  County 
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Commissioner  on  the  Prohibition  ticket,  but  was 
defeated.  In  religious  life  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
he  has  served  as  an  Elder  since  1865. 


•fc* 


1  OHN  CLARK  HUTTON,  Treasurer  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ind.,  is  a  genial  and  effi- 
cient officer  of  the  people  in  the  respon- 
sible position  he  now  occupies.  There  is 
no  office  in  a  county  where  a  man  of  entire  trust- 
worthiness, integrity  and  ability  is  more  needed 
than  in  that  of  Treasurer,  as  the  finances  and 
funds  are  placed  in  his  hands  for  safe  keeping, 
and  he  is  the  medium  through  which  thousands  of 
dollars  are  paid  for  defraying  expenses  and  meet- 
ing appropriations. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Union, 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  August  3,  1849,  and 
is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Lydia  (Clark)  Hutton,  the 
the  former  of  whom  still  resides  on  his  farm  in 
Montgomery  Count}'.  John  Hutton  is  the  eldest 
in  the  family  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  reaching 
his  eighteenth  year,  receiving  a  common-school 
education.  He  was  intelligent  and  ambitious, 
and  therefore  entered  Wabash  College,  where  he  was 
a  student  for  three  years.  Some  of  the  pleasantest 
memories  of  his  life  cluster  around  the  days  spent 
within  these  walls,  but  on  account  of  failing 
health  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  plans  in  re- 
gard to  there  completing  his  education. 

When  the  health  of  Mr.  Hutton  had  become  re- 
established he  entered  the  dry-goods  store  of  C.  M. 
Crawford,  where  he  remained  for  a  period  of  thir- 
teen years.  From  August,  1883,  until  August, 
1887,  he  served  faithfully  as  Deputy-Sheriff  under 
the  administration  of  Alexander  Hunter.  The 
year  1888  was  spent  in  Lower  California,  where  he 
traveled  for  the  Gulf  Gold-Miuing  Company,  in 
whose  employ  he  was.  After  his  return  from  the 
far  West,  he  became  identified  with  the  dry-goods 
house  of  D.  W.  Rountree,  where  he   remained   un- 


til he  was  elected  in  November,  1890,  to  his  pres- 
ent office  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  His  oppo- 
nent was  A.  F.  Ramsey,  our  subject  being  elected 
by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  votes. 
He  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  September  1, 
1891.  Mr.  Hutton  has  been  one  of  the  party  or- 
ganizers in  this  locality  for  some  time,  and  has 
alwa3Ts  been  active  in  local  affairs. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  May 
20,  1873,  with  Miss  Anna  Townsend,  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  Ferris  and  Belinda  Townsend, 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren: Birde  (deceased),  Mabel  and  Joy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hutton  dispense  a  gracious  hospi- 
tality at  their  pleasant  home  on  Wabash  Avenue. 
Fraternally,  our  subject  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  223, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs, 
and  to  Bayard  Lodge,  K.  P.  He  is  in  the  prime 
of  life,  full  of  energy  and  life,  and  is  conducting 
the  affairs  of  his  office  faithfully  and  to  the 
full  satisfaction  of  his  constituents  and  many 
friends. 


§_  HOMAS  H.  OVERPECK  is  a  leading  agri- 
culturist and  a  man  of  influence  in  Adams 
Township.  His  residence  is  on  section  32, 
and  in  companj'  with  his  brother-in-law  he  owns 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Though  he 
devotes  considerable  attention  to  general  farming, 
he  is  particularly  interested  in  handling  and 
raising  fine  Galloway  cattle,  having  all  of  his 
stock  registered.  For  the  past  eight  years  he  has 
been  devoted  to  this  braneh  of  business,  has  suc- 
ceeded remarkably  well,  and  has  gained  a  good 
reputation  among  the  stockmen  of  this  neighbor- 
hood. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Valentine  Overpeck, 
who  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  when  only  nine 
years  of  age  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Cin- 
cinnati. His  youth  was  passed  in  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  where  was  celebrated  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Martha,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Harshman,  a  native 
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of  Germany.  Mrs.  Overpeck  \s  birth  occurred  in 
Rockingham  County,  Va.,  and  with  her  parents 
she  emigrated  to  Ohio  when  in  her  sixteenth  year. 
After  her  marriage,  she  and  her  husband  con- 
tinued to  live  in  Butler  County  until  1832.  The 
latter  entered  the  land  which  is  now  the  home  of 
our  subject,  and  which  at  that  time  was  in  a  per- 
fectly wild  condition.  He  afterward  entered  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Adams  Township,  on 
section  21,  and  later  became  the  owner  of  forty 
acres  on  section  29,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
owned  altogether  about  five  hundred  acres.  It 
was  in  1858  that  he  departed  this  life,  his  wife 
surviving  him  nearly  thirty  years.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  township.  Politically,  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and,  religiously,  was  an  active  worker 
and  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal   Church. 

Thomas  H.  Overpeck  is  one  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  four  still  survive.  His  brother  John  is 
also  a  resident  of  this  township,  while  his  sister 
Mattie  is  the  wife  of  D.  II.  Lollis,  of  Meredocia, 
111.,  and  his  sister  Nancy  is  the  wife  of  S.  R.  Beal, 
of  this  township.  Our  subject  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  January  22,  1836,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  old  log  sclioolhouse  of  the  period. 
On  arriving  at  maturity  he  married  Cynthia  Ann, 
daughter  of  Abel  Ball.  She  was  born  in  Adams 
Township,  where  her    family  were  early  residents. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Overpeck  located 
on  the  place  which  has  ever  since  been  his  home. 
He  has  six  children,  Ella  J.,  Mary  A.,  Frank  L., 
Charles,  George  and  Pearl  H.  The  father  is  a 
strong  Democrat  and  an  active  worker  in  politi- 
cal circles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the 
Trustees  and  was  formerly  a  Steward.  His  wife 
holds  membership  with  the  Baptist  Church.  Fra- 
ternally, our  subject  is  a  member  of  Catlin  Lodge 
No.  402,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  belongs  to  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons  at  Rockville,  in  which  he  is  Past 
Master,  in  1881)  being  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  Indianapolis. 

The  fine  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Overpeck  com- 
prises three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, which  are  all 
located  in  Adams  Township,  with  the  sole  excep- 
tion of  a  piece  of  twenty  acres  which  lies  in  Rac- 
coon Township.     A    part   of    his    land    is    thickly 


timbered,  but  the  remainder  is  fertile  and  under 
good  cultivation.  In  addition  to  this,  he  is  the 
owner  of  a  half-section  of  land  in  Nodaway 
County,  Mo.,  which  is  also  well  improved,  and 
is  rented  by  the  owner.  Also  one  hnndred  and 
twenty  acres  on  sections  26,  27  and  29,  Adams 
Township. 


dl  fife  H.  GILLUM,  M.  D..  is  a  practicing  physi- 
\/jJ/l  cian  and  surgeon  at  Rockville,  Parke 
Ww  County.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  well- 
informed  gentleman,  both  along  the  lines  of  his 
profession  and  in  general  information, and  has  been 
for  some  time  a  correspondent  for  the  Chicago 
Times  and  for  the  Indianapolis  Sentinel.  This  city 
has  been  the  field  of  his  business  career  since  June, 
1873,  and  he  has  a  large  practice  in  the  county. 
His  opinion  is  held  in  the  highest  respect  in  regard 
to  all  cases  requiring  skill  and  unusual  care,  and 
he  is  frequently  called  in  consultation  with  other 
physicians.  He  is  a  man  of  literary  taste  and  abil- 
ity, having  written  a  great  deal  for  newspapers 
and  medical  journals.  For  a  number  of  years  lie 
was  surgeon  for  the  T.  II.  A'  L.  R.  R., and  holds  the 
same  position  with  the  Vandalia  Line,  which  runs 
through  this  place.  He  is  Health  Officer  of  Rock- 
ville, and  altogether  holds  a  place  in  the  respect  of 
the  populace  which  is  a  truly  enviable  one. 

Dr.  Gillum  was  born  in  Greenville,  Augusta 
County,  Va.,  November  22,  1847,  being  the  son  of 
Dr.  P.  G.  Gillum,  who  was  a  native  of  Albemarle 
County,  Va.,  his  birth  having  occuriod  near  Char- 
lottesville in  1818.  The  family  originally  caine 
to  the  United  States  from  England,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  James  Gillum,  having  been  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Albemarle  County,  Va.,  where 
he  became  an  extensive  planter  and  slave-owner. 
Dr.  P.  G.  was  the  youngest  son  in  a  family  of  live 
children,  and  was  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Virginia  University,  and  later 
from  the  Jefferson  iMedieal  College,  in  Philadelphia 
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After  that  event  he  returned  to  his  native  count}-, 
where  he  began  his  practice.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  L.,  youngest  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  Jack- 
son, who  was  a  prominent  farmer  of  Augusta 
County,  Va.,  and  who  was  Sheriff  of  the  county 
when  it  comprised  nearly  one-half  of  the  State  of 
West  Virginia.  He  acquired  his  rank  of  Colonel 
in  the  War  of  1812.  After  his  marriage,  Dr.  Gil- 
lum,  Sr.,  continued  in  the  practice  of  medicine  un- 
til lie  was  drowned.  While  crossing  a  bridge,  his 
horse  became  frightened  and  backed  off  into  the 
water,  and  in  this  manner  did  death  come  to  one 
of  the  most  popular  and  prominent  physicians  in 
Virginia  at  that  time.  He  was  a  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Great  credit  is  due  to  him 
as  the  introducer  of  the  modern  treatment  of 
typhoid  and  similar  fevers. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Greenville,  and  in  1867  he  entered  the 
university  of  Virginia,  being  graduated  from  the 
medical  department.  The  following  year  he  was 
graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  at  Baltimore.  Though  only  fourteen 
years  of  age  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
he  entered  the  Confederate  service  in  Staunton, 
Va.,  and  participated  in  important  battles  of  the 
war,  surrendering  with  Gen.  Lee  at  Appomattox 
Court  House.  It  was  subsequent  to  this  that  he 
pursued  his  medical  course,  and  after  graduating, 
as  previously  mentioned,  he  returned  to  his  birth- 
place, engaging  there  in  practice  until  1873,  at 
which  time  he  removed  to  Rockville. 

The  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage,  February 
17,  1874,  with  Miss  Rebecca  M.,  daughter  of  James 
Randolph.  Mrs.  Gillum  was  born  in  Virginia, 
where  she  lived  until  the  fall  of  1865,  when  she 
came  to  this  county  with  her  stepfather.  To  the 
Doctor  and  lifS  estimable  wife  has  been  born  one 
son,  John  Randolph,  who  is  now  attending  school. 
In  regard  to  politics,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat, 
and  in  1888  was  a  candidate  for  Congress.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Com- 
mittee, for  twelve  j'ears  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
County  Committee,  and  has  also  served  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Congressional  Committee,  being  one 
of  the  most  active  Democrats  of  this  county.  He 
organized  the  first  Parke  County  Medical  Society, 


which  was  formed  iu  1874,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  its  Secretary  almost  without  interruption. 
In  addition  to  this  he  also  belongs  to  the  Indiana 
State  Medical  Society,  being  a  delegate  to  the  same 
in  1874.  For  two  terms  he  was  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  and  is  popular  among  the  Repub- 
licans as  well  as  among  the  supporters  of  his  own 
party.  Another  fact  which  speaks  well  for  him 
as  a  man  is  that  he  is  much  esteemed  by  the  Union 
soldiers  of  this  locality,  though  he  was  in  the  Con- 
federate service. 

Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons,  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a 
Knight  of  Pythias,  having  been  Grand  Chancellor 
of  this  State,  and  first  presiding  officer  of  his 
lodge,  and  he  was  a  representative  of  the  Supreme 
Lodge  of  the  World  which  met  for  the  first  time  at 
Detroit,  and  next  in  New  Orleans.  For  one  term 
the  Doctor  served  as  Master  in  the  Masonic  lodge 
of  Rockville. 


^O 


W,  OHN  H.  COCHRAN,  well  known  for  many 
I  years  as  a  successful  and  extensive  agricul- 
j  turist,  ably  managing  a  magnificent  farm 
of  nine  hundred  acres,  has  now  retired  from 
active  farming  duties,  but  he  still  resides  upon  the 
homestead,  which  is  pleasantly  located  in  Madison 
Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ind.  Mr.  Coch- 
ran was  born  in  Fountain  Count}',  where  Vee- 
dersburgh  now  stands,  in  1825.  His  parents 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  State,  but 
they  were  both  natives  of  Virginia.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  of  Scotch  parentage,  but  was 
reared  in  the  South,  where  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  about  1773. 

Coming  with  the  advancing  tide  of  emigration 
to  the  Northwest,  he  loeated  in  the  new  State  of 
Indiana,  and  was  successful  in  maintaining  his 
family  and  gathering  together  a  valuable  estate. 
John  H.  was  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  seven 
children    who   brightened    the    pioneer    home    of 
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William  and  Deborah  (Custer)  Cochran.  One  lit- 
tle one  passed  away  in  early  life,  but  six  survived 
to  adult  age.  Margaret  became  the  wife  of  John 
Wilson,  of  Crawfordsville;  James  married,  and 
died  in  Medina,  Ohio,  leaving  a  family;  Logan 
is  now  residing  at  Yeedersburgh,  Ind.;  Mary  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Henry  Crawford,  of  Craw- 
fordsville; Amanda  is  the  wife  of  William  War- 
den, of  Ohio;  Jacob  died  in  youth;  and  John  II., 
our  subject,  completes  the  list. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Cochran  married  Miss  Diana  More- 
house, a  daughter  of  William  Morehouse,  a  pio- 
neer settler  of  Indiana,  who  removed  with  his 
family  from  Ohio  to  the  Hoosier  .State  in  1833. 
Mr.  Morehouse  was  a  native  of  the  Old  Country, 
and  was  born  and  reared  in  Ireland.  The  success 
of  man}'  of  bis  fellow-countrymen  in  the  "land 
of  the  free"  determined  him  to  sail  for  America. 
He  made  his  home  in  Baltimore  and  married  there. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Min- 
cher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morehouse  located  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  remained  there  for  a  time,  but 
were  induced  to  try  the  farther  West,  and  settled 
permanently  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.  In 
their  pleasant  home  their  seven  children  were 
trained  to  habits  of  industry,  and  each  and  all  had 
the  advantage  of  such  schooling  as  the  new  coun- 
try could  afford. 

Mrs.  Cochran  was  the  eldest  of  the  family.  Her 
brothers  and  sister  are  Calvin,  now  of  Champaign 
County,  III.;  Robert,  deceased;  Benjamin,  a  resi- 
dent of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Hiram,  of  Monticello;  Jane, 
the  wife  of  Jesse  Barcus,  of  northern  Illinois; 
and  William,  who  died  in  White  County,  Ind.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  bej<an  their  housekeeping 
upon  the  homestead  which  has  sheltered  them 
ever  since.  The  large  body  of  well-tilled  land 
which  Mr.  Cochran  so  diligently  cultivated  was 
partly  an  inheritance,  but  many  of  the  acres  have 
been  added  to  the  original  legacy  by  the  careful 
management  and  thrift  of  the  young  heir,  who 
entered  into  possession  when  he  had  scarcely  at- 
tained to  manhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cochran  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. Catherine  D.  is  the  wife  of  Sylvester  Morris; 
the  sons  are  John  L.  and  Louis  W.  All  reside  on 
the  home  farm,  near  the  residence  of  their  parents. 


Surrounded  by  old  friends  and  neighbors,  enjoy- 
ing the  society  of  their  children  and  their  chil- 
dren's families,  and  secure  in  a  comfortable  com- 
petence, which  enables  them  to  aid  others  less  for- 
tunate, our  subject  and  his  partner  in  life's  joys 
and  sorrows  may  tranquilly  look  back  upon  a 
well-spent  life  and  rejoice  in  much  deserved  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  Cochran  is  always  interested  in  national 
affairs  and  the  local  conduct  of  positions  of  trust. 
Ever  since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  part}*, 
he  has  been  one  of  its  strong  advocates,  and  al- 
ways voted  the  ticket  until  1885,  when  he  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  arm}*  of  Prohibitionists. 


Qy 


^H-^-l 


ANIEL  LEWIS,  President  of  the  People's 
Bank,  at  Darlington,  has  long  been  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.  As  station  agent  of  the  Vandalia 
Railroad  since  1883,  he  has  won  a  host  of  friends 
for  himself  and  the  line  he  represents,  by  unvary- 
ing affability  and  a  prompt  attention  to  business. 
In  1891  he  increased  his  cares  and  income  by  en- 
tering into  a  partnership  with  Albert  Cox  in  a 
general  merchandise  store,  which  has  met  with 
liberal  patronage,  and  is  proving  a  most  success- 
ful business  venture. 

Our  subject  was  named  in  honor  of  his  grand- 
father, Daniel  Lewis,  whose  father  and  grandfa- 
ther were  named  respectively  Richard  and  James. 
The  family  is  of  old  Revolutionary  stock,  and 
came  originally  from  Wales,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  Among  the  distinguished 
members  of  the  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
descendant  was  Francis  Lewis,  an  American  Rev- 
olutionary statesman,  born  in  Llandaff,  Glamoif 
ganshire,  Wales,  in  March,  1713.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  he  emigrated  to  New  York,  and 
there  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Revolution  he  was  elected  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  in   May,  1775,  he  took 
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nis  seat  in  tLat  body  as  one  of  the  delegates  from 
New  York.  He  was  an  intrepid  and  daring  man, 
and  at  the  surrender  of  Ft.  Oswego  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  narrowly  escaped  death  by  the  sav- 
age Indians.  He  survived  the  perils  of  the  war, 
and  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  short  interval  continued 
to  be  a  member  of  Congress  until  April,  1779. 

Some  of  the  ancestors  of  Mr.  Lewis  were  num- 
bered among  the  early  settlers  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  surrounding  country,  but  his  father,  now 
deceased,  was  born  in  the  neighboring  State  of 
Ohio,  and  was  a  native  of  Xenia.  His  birth  occurred 
in  1809,  and  he  remained  the  greater  portion  of 
his  life  in  his  native  State.  After  arriving  at 
years  of  maturity,  he  married,  and  had  a  family  of 
three  daughters,  Melinda,  Catherine  and  Cynthia. 
William  Lewis  removed  to  Montgomery  Count}-, 
Ind.,  in  1851,  and  in  1855  married  a  second  wife, 
by  whom  he  had  five  children,  two  of  whom  only 
lived  to  mature  age.  These  two  were  his  sons, 
William,  and  Daniel,  our  subject.  The  father  and 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  A.  Larsh, 
were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them,  and 
and  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Lewis  the  count}'  lost  a 
valued  citizen. 

Born  in  Montgomery  County  in  1862,  Daniel 
Lewis  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  early  in  life  engaged  in  business. 
In  1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
Ditamore,  an  attractive  and  most  estimable  lady. 
Their  bright  little  daughter,  Mamie  H.,  is  their  only 
child,  and  the  sunshine  of  their  pleasant  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  both  deeply  interested  in 
public  and  local  affairs  of  the  day,  and  are  active 
in  social  and  benevolent  enterprises,  always  aiding 
to  the  extent  of  their  ability  in  allgood  work 
which  presents  itself  to  their  read}-  attention.  Mr. 
Lewis  is  fraternally  associated  with  the  Free 
Masons,  and  is  also  connected  with  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a  worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  respective  lodges  located  in  Darlington. 
Oursubject  is  naturally  a  very  busy  man,  his  mani- 
fold duties  requiring  much  time  and  attention, 
but  the  energy  and  ability  with  which  he  con- 
ducts his  daily  business  have  made  him  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  best  interests  of   the  'county. 


Mr.  Lewis,  though  in  the  early  prime  of  manhood, 
has  well  improved  his  opportunities  in  life,  is 
now  an  honored  citizen,  and  will  not  fail  in  com- 
ing years  to  serve  in  any  position  of  public  trust 
as  faithfully  as  did  his  revered  ancestors  so  many 
years  ago. 


LBERT  F.  MALLOY,  M.  D.,  is  a  promi- 
nent and  successful  physician  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Bridgeton,  Raccoon  Township, 
Parke  County.  He  was  born  at  Loretto, 
Pa.,  August  16,  1865,  and  is  the  eldest  living  in  a 
family  of  ten  children,  six  boys  and  four  girls, 
born  to  Michael  and  Annie  (Bradley)  Malloy.  He 
is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  Grandmother  Malloy 
having  been  born  in  Ireland,  and  iu  early  life  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  the  locality  where  our 
subject  was  born.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  the  mother's  family 
were  genuine  Scotch  people;  she,  however,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  No  extended  history  of  them 
can  be  given  here,  for  the  facts  before  the  writer 
are  too  meagre  to  furnish  a  history  of  the  family. 
Michael  Malloy  believed  in  giving  his  children 
a  good  education,  so  our  subject  had  a  good 
foundation  for  his  future  studies  when  he  left 
home  to  prepare  himself  for  the  active  and  ardu- 
ous life  of  a  physician.  Up  to  this  time  he  knew 
but  little  about  work,  for  his  early  boyhood  days 
were  spent  in  Aloysius  Academy,  iu  which  he  con- 
tinued his  studies,  finishing  the  course  at  St. 
Francis'  College.  His  supply  of  ready  money  had 
stopped  and  he  was  denied  the  privilege  of  attend- 
ing a  college  in  Montreal,  Canada,  but  with  a  will 
and  determination  that  caused  him  to  laugh  in  the 
face  of  misfortune  he  persevered,  and  now  we  find 
in  the  person  of  young  Dr.  Malloy  an  example  of 
energy,  diligence,  pluck  and  determination.  At 
one  time  in  his  life  he  was  a  foreman  in  the  great 
Carnegie  Steel  Works,  at  Braddock,  Pa.,  which  oc- 
cupation he  was  following  in  order  to  prosecute 
his  medical  studies;  again   we  find   him  studying 
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under  Dr.  L.  F.  Worthly,  of  Glasgow,  Pa.;  next 
with  Dr.  H.  F.  Rice,  of  Hastings,  Pa.;  and  subse- 
quently he  entered  the  Cincinnati  College  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery.  During  his  vacations  he 
worked  with  Dr.  G.  H.  Sloan,  of  Carrolltown,  Pa., 
and  after  years  of  hard' study  he  finally  completed 
his  work  at  Cincinnati,  by  taking  special  courses. 
In  the  winter  of  1891,  he  came  to  Bridgeton,  with 
no  intention  of  locating,  but  after  remaining  here 
for  a  time  he  found  there  was  an  opening  for  a 
Doctor,  and  soon  afterward  he  opened  up  an  office 
and  commenced  his  practice.  By  strict^  attend- 
ing to  ail  the  wants  of  his  patients  in  this  commu- 
nity he  has  worked  up  a  very  large  practice,  in 
which  he  is  deserving  of  praise  and  credit.  Poli- 
tically, Mr.  Malloy  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  is  of 
the  Catholic  faith. 


^m>-^<B^-'*~ 


ip^  IMPSON  MONTGOMERY,  a  retired  farmer 
V^?  and  honored  citizen  of  Linden,  has  been  a 
'it/ D)  resident  of  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  for 
three-score  years  and  six.  Born  within  the 
borders  of  the  State,  in  Jefferson  County  in  1816,  he 
has  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  wonderful  develop- 
ment of  Indiana  from  an  almost  unbroken  wilder- 
ness to  a  magnificent  and  far-reaching  landscape, 
closely  dotted  with  highly  cultivated  farms  and 
thriving  villages.  From  childhood  always  busily 
engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  life,  our  subject 
found  but  little  time  for  rest  or  recreation;  his  ab- 
sences from  home  were  few  and  undesired,  but 
when  our  country  called  him  to  the  battlefield 
the  ties  of  home  and  family  could  not  restrain  him 
from  quickly  responding  to  the  summons. 

Integrity,  courage  and  patriotism  were  the  di- 
rect inheritance  of  Simpson  Montgomery  from  a 
long  line  of  earnest,  sturdy  ancestors.  His  grand- 
father, Alexander  Montgomery,  was  born  in  Ire- 
land, but  came  to  America  before  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  began.  The  young  Irishman  eagerly 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  struggling  colonists,  and 
gave  his  ready  aid  in  the  light  for  liberty.     Peace 


having  been  declared,  he  devoted  his  time  to  home 
and  family.  He  was  thrice  married.  His  first  wife, 
who  did  not  long  survive,  left  him  one  son,  John 
A.  His  second  union  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony 
gave  to  his  care  a  famil3-of  five  children,  of  whom 
Alexander,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  fourth  in 
number. 

Alexander,  named  in  honor  of  his  father,  was 
born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  in  which  State  his 
parents  had  settled  at  an  early  day.  When  he  was 
but  a  little  boy,  the  pioneer  household  journeyed 
to  Scott  County,  Ind.  The3'  remained  there  for  a 
time,  but  in  1826  located  permanently  in  Craw- 
fordsville.  At  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five 
years,  Grandfather  Montgomery  married  his  third 
wife,  and  removed  to  Iowa,  in  which  State  the  en- 
terprising and  venerable  citizen  passed  away,  leav- 
ing to  his  descendants  the  enviable  record  of  a 
bus}',  useful,  upright  life. 

During  the  residence  of  the  family  in  Scott 
County,  Alexander,  the  son,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Annie  Herrod.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  lived  for  some  time  in  Jefferson  County, 
but  when  Simpson  was  about  ten  3-earsof  age  the3- 
came  to  Montgomery  County  and  settled  in  Craw- 
fordsville,  where  the  mother  died.  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery was  then  [he  father  of  seven  children;  he 
afterward  married  a  second  wife,  who  brought  him 
three  children,  making  the  number  of  his  family 
that  he  raised  to  maturity  ten  in  all.  Father 
Montgomery  died  in  Linden.  He  was  always 
known  to  be  a  man  of  courage  and  resolution.  Be- 
fore war  was  formally  declared  in  1812,  he  fought 
bravely  in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  through- 
out his  life  was  an  ardent  defender  of  the  right. 

Simpson  Montgomery  had  but  crude  advantages 
for  education  in  the  early  schools,  but  he  lost  no 
opportunity  to  improve  his  knowledge,  and  when 
a  mere  boy  became  self-sustaining,  receiving  fre- 
quently the  hard-earned  payment  of  but  twenty- 
five  cents  a  day.  In  1838  Miss  Orpha  McCrea  be- 
came his  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  George  W.,  of  Silver- 
wood;  Annie  A.,  who  married  Frank  It.  Rams- 
del,  and  died  in  Texas,  leaving  three  children; 
and  William  B.,  the  youngest  child,  now  a  busi- 
ness man  of  Linden.     This  son  of  our  subject  was 
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finely  educated  in  the  State  University,  afterward 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  Father 
and  son  were  closely  united  in  the  bonds  of  pat- 
riotism, and  in  the  hour  of  need,  when  brave  men 
were  rushing  to  the  front,  Simpson  Montgomery 
and  William  B.,  side  by  side,  devoted  themselves 
to  the  service  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  1862  in 
Company  E,  Se vent}' -second  Regiment,  Indiana 
Volunteers.  Actively  engaged  in  martial  duties 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  living  constantly  amid 
scenes  of  peril  and  death,  menaced  by  danger  on 
every  side,  they  finally  witnessed  the  closing 
scenes  of  victory,  and  were  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service. 

The  war  ended,  our  subject  returned  to  his  home 
and  happy  family,  and  immediately  resumed  the 
management  of  his  farm.  For  a  few  years  he  in- 
dustriously pursued  the  routine  of  work  demanded 
in  successful  agriculture,  and  then,  retiring  from 
the  farm,  located  in  Linden,  in  which  village  he 
still  resides.  Mr.  Montgomery  has  a  host  of  friends 
and  acquaintances,  as  might  well  be  expected  of  so 
early  a  pioneer.  His  interest  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  he  aided  to  sustain  has  never  abated, 
and  he  is  a  firm  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 


H  '  '  ■     i  ■    >  "  - 


ON.  JAMES  T.  JOHNSTON  is  the  junior 
member  of  the  legal  firm  of  Rice  &  John- 
'  ston,  at  Rockville.  He  was  born  in  Put- 
(§&J/  nam  County,  Ind.,  January  19,  1839,  and 
when  he  was  two  years  old  was  orphaned  by  the 
death  of  his  mother.  The  father  afterward  mar- 
ried again  and  by  his  second  union  six  children 
were  born.  He  died  when  our  subject  was  a  mere 
lad,  and  the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the 
home  farm  afterward  fell  upon  his  young  shoul- 
ders. 

At  the  opening  of  the  war,  Mr.  Johnston  was 
preparing  for  college,  but  Lincoln's  call  for  three 
hundred  thousand  volunteers  forever  put  an  end 
to  all  aspirations  in  that  direction.  He  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  C,  Seventy-first  Indiana, 
afterward   the    Sixth    Indiana,    Cavalry,  and  four 


weeks  later  we  find  him  fighting  in  the  unequal 
and  desperate  engagement  at  Richmond,  Ky.  Be- 
ing surrounded  by  the  enemy,  Gen.  Nelson  and 
the  troops  were  forced  to  cut  their  way  out.  In 
December,  1863,  Mr.  Johnston  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Muldraugh's  Hill,  where  the  Union  forces 
made  a  most  stubborn  resistance  for  one  day,  but 
were  obliged  to  capitulate. 

In  1863  several  hundred  prisoners,  Union  men 
who  had  been  conscripted  into  the  Southern  service 
from  East  Tennessee,  volunteered  in  the  Federal 
army.  By  request  of  the  officers,  Gen.  Burnside 
issued  a  special  order  in  August  of  that  year  pro- 
moting James  T.  Johnston  to  the  position  of  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant.  He  then  took  command  of  the 
Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  which  was  composed 
of  the  aforesaid  piasoners.  From  the  da}'  of  the 
appointment  he  was  in  regular  command  of  his 
company,  the  Captain  and  the  First  Lieutenant 
having  been  detailed  on  other  duty.  The  com- 
pany being  familiar  with  the  topograph}'  of  East 
Tennessee  were  sent  in  advance  as  scouts.  It  was 
a  most  desperate  service,  and  the  men  were  com- 
monly said  to  have  "fought  with  halters  around 
their  necks." 

In  one  engagement  on  thellolston,  Lieut.  John- 
ston, with  only  twenty-five  men,  received  a  volley 
which  killed  seven  horses  and  wounded  eleven. 
He  himself  received  a  ball  in  the  wrist,  and  his 
horse,  having  been  shot  through  the  heart,  fell 
dead  under  him.  During  all  the  East  Tennessee 
campaign,  his  company  was  in  the  advance,  and 
was  the  first  to  enter  Knoxville.  After  the  siege 
of  Knoxville  the  Eighth  and  Tenth  Tennessee 
Cavalries  were  consolidated,  and  our  subject  was 
offered  a  position  in  another  command.  Being, 
however,  exhausted  with  sickness  and  the  hard- 
ships incident  to  service,  he  concluded  to  resign 
and  enjoy  the  well-earned  rest. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Johnston's  health  was  restored 
he  again  enlisted,  becominga  member  of  Company 
F,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-third  Indiana  Infan- 
try, and  was  mustered  in  for  one  hundred  days'  ser- 
vice. The  most  of  this  time  he  filled  the  position 
of  Commissary-Sergeant.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in 
Company  C,  One   Hundred  and   Forty-ninth  Ind- 
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iana  Infantry,  under  Lieut.-Col.  W.  D.  Mull. 
Soon  afterward  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Morton 
as  First  Lieutenant  and  Assistant-Quartermaster, 
and  remained  with  his  command  until  September 
27,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  the 
close  of  hostilities. 

While  on  the  farm,  Mr.  Johnston  had  employed 
his  leisure  in  the  study  of  law.  He  now  took  a 
full  course  with  Williamson  &  Daggy,  of  Green- 
castle,  Ind.,  and  in  1866  located  in  Rockville  as 
their  resident  partner.  Three  years  later  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  the  Hon.  T.  N.  Rice, 
which  firm  is  still  in  existence.  In  1866,  Mr. 
Johnston  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for 
the  Common  Pleas  District,  comprising  Parke, 
Vigo  and  Sullivan  Counties.  Two  years  later  he 
was  chosen  Representative  from  Parke  County  to 
the  Legislature,  where  he  filled  that  responsible  po- 
sition with  efficiency  and  success. 

In  1872,  Mr.  Johnston  was  elector  on  the  Grant 
ticket  for  his  district,  and  made  a  thorough  can- 
vass of  his  territory.  The  citizens  of  Parke  and  Ver- 
million Counties  honored  him  in  1874  by  electing 
him  to  the  State  Senate,  where,  as  in  other  positions 
to  which  he  was  called,  he  served  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  his  constit- 
uents. While  in  the  House  he  was  the  leader  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  as  the  Democrats  were 
in  the  majority  he  had  to  conduct  many  a  battle 
on  parliamentary  tactics,  and  always  acquitted 
himself  with  consummate  skill,  winning  the  heart3r 
encomiums  of  his  party. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Johnston  made  the  race  for  Con- 
gress, and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four.  Two  years  later  he  was  re- 
elected by  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-six  majority, 
in  a  district  that  usually  gave  a  Democratic  ma- 
jority of  one  thousand.  During  his  first  term  as 
Congressman  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  War  Claims,  and  was  in  the  thickest  of 
the  Congressional  fights  over  the  Southern  war 
claims.  During  his  second  term  of  office  occurred 
the  famous  contest  between  Tobin  and  Carlyle 
over  the  Speakership,  and  our  subject  was  chosen 
by  Hie  Republican  caucus  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections,  in  which  responsible  position 
he  served  with  distinguished  ability. 


In  the  White-Lawry  contest,  Mr.  Johnston  man- 
aged the  case  for  Mr.  White.  The  majority  of  the 
committee,  being  Democrats,  favored  Lawry,  and 
the  Republicans  gave  their  influence  to  the  sup- 
port of  White.  Mr.  Johnston  made  the  closing 
debate  in  the  case  and  secured  the  victory  for 
White.  In  1888  he  was  again  a  candidate  for 
Congress,  but  was  defeated  by  a  majority  of  about 
fifty-thiee.  It  may  be  stated  of  him,  however, 
that,  although  defeated,  he  ran  far  ahead  of  his 
ticket,  and  received  many  more  votes  than  the 
Presidential  elector.  In  addition  to  the  active 
part  he  has  taken  as  a  public  official,  he  has  been 
prominent  in  every  campaign,  and  his  services 
have  been  utilized  often  by  the  Republican  State 
Central  Committee. 

Since  his  retirement  from  Congress,  Mr.  Johns- 
ton has  devoted  himself  to  his  legal  practice  and 
the  management  of  his  farms,  one  of  which  is  lo- 
cated in  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  and  the  other  in 
Edgar  County,  111.  He  owns  altogether  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  all  well  im- 
proved and  in  a  good  slate  of  cultivation.  Soci- 
ally, he  has  been  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity since  his  initiation  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  since  its  organization,  and  served 
as  Commander  of  Post  No.  9  for  three  successive 
years,  and  April  7,  1893,  was  elected  Department 
Commander  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
for  the  Department  of  Indiana.  He  was  a  delegate 
to  the  National  Encampment  three  times,  and 
once  filled  the  position  of  delegate  to  the  State- 
at- Large. 

In  February  of  1866,  Mr.  Johnston  married  Miss 
Mattie  M.  Morrison,  who  died  November  14,  1872, 
leaving  an  infant  daughter.  The  second  marriage 
of  our  subject  occurred  in  November,  1873,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Lucy,  daughter  of  Dr.  George 
P.  Daty,  one  of  the  oldest  physicians  of  Parke 
County.  Financially,  Mr.  Johnston  is  well-to-do 
and  the  owner  of  valuable  property,  including  his 
residence  in  Rockville.  His  life  is  well  worthy 
the  emulation  of  the  young,  for  through  persever- 
ance and  energy  he  has  gained  success,  and  is 
prominent  both  in  professional  and  social  circles. 
Upon  starting  out  in   life   for  himself,   he  was  not 
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only  without  money,  but  was  burdened  by  a  debt 
of  $1,000,  which  his  father,  having  gone  security 
for  a  friend,  was  called  upon,  but  was  unable,  to 
pay.  The  debt  was  liquidated  by  Mr.  Johnston 
and  his  brothers  after  lie  had  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  law. 

The  law  firm  of  Rice  &  Johnston  has  a  very  exten- 
sive practice  and  is  usually  represented,  as  clients 
for  plaintiff  or  defendant,  in  every  important  case 
in  the  county.  They  have  been  associated  in  prac- 
tice since  1869,  and  their  relations  have  always 
been  of  an  amicable  nature.  Their  knowledge 
of  legal  technicalities  is  widely  known,  and  their 
opinion  concerning  important  questions  always 
carries  weiarht. 
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\||'AME8  G.  JOHNSON,  a  prominent  and 
widely  known  citizen  of  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, is  engaged  in  business  as  a  general  mer- 
chant of  Fredericksburg.  A  native  of  But- 
ler County,  Ohio,  his  birth  occurred  September  1, 
1837.  His  father,  Jesse  R.  Johnson,  was  born  in 
the  same  county  in  1816,  and  was  reared  in  one  of 
its  pioneer  homes.  He  was  married  there  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  James  Wheat,  who  was  a  shoemaker 
at  West  Chester.  Both  the  paternal  and  mater- 
nal grandfathers  of  our  subject  served  in  the  War 
of  1812.  Mr.  Johnson  continued  to  live  in  his  na- 
tive county  until  1855,  when  he  came  to  Indiana, 
and  for  some  years  he  resided  in  Walnut  Township. 
He  subsequently  removed  from  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty to  Hendricks  County,  and  there  he  and  his  wife 
spent  their  remaining  days,  the  father  dying  in 
1873,  his  death  occurring  in  June,  and  hers  in  Oct- 
ober, 1890.  They  had  a  family  of  six  children, 
three  of  whom  are  still  living:  our  subject;  Oscar 
B.,  a  physician  at  Lizton,  who  is  prominent  in  poL 
itics,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago  Democratic 
convention  of  June,  1892;  and  Emma  A.,  widow 
of  S.  B.  Richmond.  Louisa  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen;  Mary  Ellen  died  in  infancy;  and  Thomas 
J.  sacrificed  his  life  on    the    altar  of  his  country 


during  the  war.  dying  soon  after  lie  came  out  of 
the  army.  The  father  was  a  man  of  high  religious 
principles,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  whose  upbuilding  he  was  a  zealous 
worker,  as  well  as  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
Sunday-school.  He  was  prominent  in  local  poli- 
tics as  a  Democrat,  and  he  also  figured  in  public 
life  as  Trustee  of  Walnut  Township,  and  as  Asses- 
sor during  his  residence  here,  and  after  his  removal 
to  Hendricks  County  he  held  the  latter  office  there. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-one,  and  then  he  entered  upon  his  suc- 
cessful career.  He  first  gave  his  attention  to 
farming  on  rented  land  for  some  five  years,  and 
then  bought  a  farm  in  Walnut  Township,  upon 
which  he  lived  some  eight  years.  Selling  that 
place,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  made  it 
his  home  for  the  nextsix  years.  Coming  to  Fred- 
ericksburg February  13,  1877,  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  village  ever  since,  and  has  proved  a  val- 
uable addition  to  its  citizenship.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  management  of  a  Grange  store  at  first,  and 
after  he  had  thoroughly  mastered  eveiy  detail  of 
the  business  he  bought  the  store,  in  which  he  car- 
ried on  business  until  1881,  when  he  built  li is 
present  commodious  and  well-fitted-up  store.  He 
carries  a  large  and  well-assorted  line  of  goods 
adapted  to  a  general  trade,  and  has  an  extensive 
custom. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  June  1,  1858,  to  Miss 
Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Andrew  Loop,  of  this  village. 
She  is  a  lady  of  prepossessing  appearance  and 
pleasing  personality,  and  is  true  iu  every  rela- 
tion as  wife,  mother  and  friend.  Her  marriage, 
with  our  subject  brought  them  five  children,  of 
whom  three  have  died:  Charles  M.,  Minnie  and 
Louella  M.  Two  children  are  spared  to  be  the 
stay  and  comfort  of  their  declining  years:  Ida  E. 
and  William.  The  former  is  the  wife  of  V.  E. 
Livengood,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Covington, 
who  was  Superintendent  of  the  schools  of  that 
city  five  years.  William  is  an  intelligent  young 
farmer,  who  is  operating  his  father's  farm  of 
eighty  acres.  He  married  Miss  Minnie  E.  Dice,  a 
daughter  of  William  A.  Dice. 

Our  subject  is  a  public-spirited,  progressive  citi- 
zen,  who  has   always    encouraged   all   enterprises 
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looking  to  the  development  of  the  county,  and  he 
has  been  conspicuous  in  the  administration  of 
civic  affairs,  his  fellow-citizens  having  confidence 
in  his  business  acumen  and  executive  ability,  and 
fully  appreciating  the  rectitude  of  his  character. 
He  is  a  strong  Democrat,  and  has  a  social  reputa- 
tion as  an  astute  politician,  his  counsels  being  val- 
ued by  his  party,  and  he  has  been  a  delegate  to 
State  conventions  regularly  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years.  He  has  held  various  important  offices 
of  trust.  He  was  Postmaster  in  this  village  four 
and  a-half  years,  was  Trustee  of  Walnut  Town- 
ship three  years,  and  was  Assessor  for  a  like 
term  of  years.  In  1869  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Indiana  State  Legislature,  taking  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  both  the  general  and  special  sessions 
as  the  Representative  of  his  district.  He  has  been 
administrator  of  estates  and  guardian  in  several 
cases  in  this  township,  and  has  always  proved 
true  to  his  trust.  He  belongs  to  the  Horse  Thief 
Protective  Association,  and  is  always  ready  to  lend 
a  hand  in  the  interests  of  law  and  order.  He  is 
influential  in  religious  matters  as  one  of  the  fore- 
most members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  he  was  an  Elder,  and  he  is  also  Clerk  of 
the  Session  in  that  church. 


*eh 


ASPER  N.  DAVIDSON.  The  name  of 
Davidson  is  inseparably  linked  with  the 
fortunes  of  Montgomery  County  from  the 
early  days  of  its  settlement,  when  William 
Fleming  Davidson  came  here  with  his  bride  to 
found  a  home  and  identified  himself  with  its 
sturdy,  self-sacrificing,  industrious  pioneers,  to 
the  present  time,  when  his  son  of  whom  we 
write  is  one  of  its  most  influential  and  hon- 
ored citizens,  whose  practical  work  as  a  progressive 
farmer  has  materially  contributed  to  its  growth 
and  prosperity,  and  whose  enlightened  and  gener- 
ous public  spirit  has  advanced  its  welfare  in  other 
directions.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  Summit  Farm, 
a  beautiful   place,  perfect  in  its  arrangements  and 


appointments,  and  advantageously  situated  on 
section  35,  South  Union  Township. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  County, 
born  February  5,  1834,  in  one  of  the  pioneer 
homes  of  South  Union  Township,  and  he  has 
always  lived  within  a  mile  of  his  birthplace.  He 
is  a  descendant  in  a  direct  line  on  the  paternal  side 
of  some  Scotch  people  who  emigrated  from  their  na- 
tive land  to  Pennsylvania  prior  to  the  Revolution. 
Seven  brothers  of  this  name  fought  for  independ- 
ence in  the  struggle  of  the  colonists  for  freedom 
from  the  mother  country,  and  all  returned  to 
their  homes  uninjured,  to  found  families  in  various 
parts  of  the  Union  which  their  valor  had  helped 
to  establish.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  one  of  the  number.  He  married  Margaret  Coch- 
ran Fleming,  and  their  son,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  became  a 
school  teacher.  He  married  Mary  Lattimour,  of  a 
fine  French  family,  and  they  had  seven  children, 
one  of  whom  was  William  Fleming,  the  father  of 
our  subject. 

William  Fleming  Davidson  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  June  21,  1798,  and  was  fairly  edu- 
cated for  a  boy  of  that  time.  He  became  a  farmer, 
and  first  located  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  when  he 
began  life  for  himself,  and  there  he  found  his  first 
love.  Early  in  1828  he  walked  to  this  count; 
from  Ohio,  and  selected  land  on  section  34,  town- 
ship 18  north,  range  4  west,  now  known  as  Union 
Township.  The  money  paid  for  his  first  land  had 
been  earned  at  the  rate  of  $9  per  month. 
Returning  to  Ohio  for  his  promised  bride,  Miss 
Amy  Amanda  Schnorf,  they  were  married  in  War- 
ren County,  that  State,  September  11,  1828.  She 
was  born  December  10,  1810,  and  was  one  of  the 
eleven  children,  ten  daughters  and  one  son,  of  Ja- 
cob and  Rachel  Schnorf,  who  spent  their  last  years 
in  Covington,  Fountain  County,  this  State,  where 
several  of  their  daughters  married.  Jacob  Schnorf 's 
father  emigrated  to  this  country  some  time  during 
the  last  century  from  Germany,  where  he  had 
owned  a  farm  on  the  Rhine.  Mrs.  Davidson's 
great-grandfather,  Bailey,  was  one  of  the  earlj' 
settlers  of  Ohio.  He  built  a  rude  cabin  on  the 
Miami  River,  that  was  primitively  furnished  and 
had  a  quilt  for  a  door.     He  subsequently  removed 
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to  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  where  he  died.  His  only 
child,  Catharine,  married  Abel  Cook,  who  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  at  the  mouth  of  the  Licking 
River,  opposite  the  present  site  of  Cincinnati,  he 
having  taken  his  gun  thither  for  repairs,  and  he  was 
scalped  by  the  savages  after  starting  home.  He 
left  his  widow  with  two  children:  Abel,  whose 
posterity  live  near  Frankfort,  Ky.;  and  Rachel, 
wife  of  Jacob  Schnorf,  as  before  mentioned. 

William  Davidson  brought  his  young  wife  to 
their  new  home  in  the  forest  wilds  of  this  county 
after  their  marriage.  He  walked  while  she  rode 
on  horseback,  with  her  treasured  china  cups,  sau- 
cers and  plates  in  her  lap,  and  clothing  and  linen 
behind.  They  experienced  the  usual  trials  and 
hardships  of  life  on  the  frontier,  bearing  them 
with  exemplary  cheerfulness, and  she  bravely  bore 
her  share  of  the  burdens  of  the  day  until  death 
claimed  her,  J11I3'  17,  1838,  while  yet  a  young 
woman.  .She  was  the  mother  of  four  children, 
Cynthia  M.,  Ann  Eliza,  Jasper  N.  and  William 
Marion,  all  of  whom  died  in  childhood  except 
Jasper.  The  father  remarried,  Mary  Hostetter 
becoming  his  wife,  and  nine  children  were  born  of 
that  union.  He  passed  aw\ay  February  1,  1864. 
He  was  a  man  of  firm  convictions  and  strict  in- 
tegrity, and,  respected  by  all,  he  dwells  in  the  mem- 
ory of  his  children  as  a  kind  father  and  type 
of  true  manhood. 

Jasper  N.  Davidson,  to  whom  these  lines  princi- 
pally refer,  is  a  gentleman  of  sound  culture,  and  of 
liberal  views,  and  has  well-defined  opinions  on  all 
subjects  of  general  interest.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  in  his  boyhood,  generally  during  the 
winter  term,  which  usually  lasted  three  months, 
and  he  has  supplemented  the  education  thus  ob- 
tained by  extensive  reading  and  keen  observation 
of  men  and  things.  Reared  a  farmer,  he  settled 
on  a  rugged  timber  tract,  the  highest  surveyed 
spot  in  Montgomery  County.  Nevertheless,  after 
the  forest  was  conquered,  it  needed  drainage,  and 
Mr.  Davidson  lias  over  nine  miles  of  tile  on  less 
than  half  a  section  of  land.  This  farm,  once  a 
swamp,  is  now  one  of  the  first,  as  to  improvements 
and  production,  in  the  county.  April  16,  1863, 
the  house  that  the  family  originally  occupied  was 
burned  with  its  contents,  but  another  was  built  in 


its  stead  the  same  year.  In  1875  that  cottage  was 
replaced  by  a  commodious  residence,  which  stands 
on  the  top  of  a  knoll,  whence  the  name  of  "  Sum- 
mit Farm."  Surrounded  by  nearly  an  acre  of 
forest  trees,  their  shade  affords  a  pleasant  retreat 
in  which  to  spend  the  hours  of  rest  and  recreation. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Levanda  J. 
Huff  occurred  March  27,  1862.  Mrs.  Davidson 
was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  May  27,  1844, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Julia  (Brass- 
field)  Huff,  who  were  born  respectively  March  7, 
1821,  and  October  25,  1822,  in  Woodford  County, 
Ky.,  and  were  married  November  28,  1840.  They 
also  have  one  son,  George,  a  resident  of  Chicago. 
Abraham  Huff's  grandfather  was  a  native  of 
Wales,  whence  he  emigrated  to  this  country,  and 
settled  in  New  Jersey,  where  his  son  Peter,  Abra- 
ham's father,  was  born.  In  early  life  Peter 
moved  to  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Jerusha  Van  Arsdall,  who  was  descended 
from  a  line  of  English  ancestry.  Mrs.  Davidson  's 
maternal  grandfather  was  George  Brassfield,  who 
was  of  English  parentage, and  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  Sophia  Cotton,  his  wife,  was  a  descendant 
of  the  well-known  Adams  family  of  Massachusetts, 
and  died  March  12, 1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
The  Huffs  came  to  Indiana  in  1849,  and  have 
since  been  residents  of  the  State.  The  daughter 
Levanda  was  educated  principally  at  Crawfords- 
ville  Seminary.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject 
has  been  hallowed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  two 
children:  Julia,  born  April  2,  1863:  and  William 
A.,  born  August  27,  1867,  who  is  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  breeding  of  pedigreed  stock. 
The  daughter  attended  the  Central  Normal  School 
three  years,  and  subsequently  married  James  M. 
Waugh,  December  11,  1889.  Mr.  Waugh  is  a  civil 
engineer,  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  and  a 
resident  of  Crawfordsville. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  man  of  affairs, 
gifted  with  good  judgment,  a  rare  stock  of  coni- 
mon-sense,  and  a  far-reaching  public  spirit.  Ably 
seconded  by  his  wife  in  all  things,  theirs  is  a  true 
marriage,  and  the}'  have  founded  an  ideal  home. 
It  has  always  been  supplied  with  the  best  current 
literature,  besides  a  standard  library,  which  has 
kept  the  family  in   touch   with   the   world,  while 
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enjoying  the  independence  of  country  life.  Read- 
ing and  a  free  interchange  of  ideas  add  much  to 
the  pleasure  of  this  home,  which  is  the  central 
thought  of  all  its  members,  who  extend  to  all 
friends  a  gracioushospitality.  Childhood,  fostered 
by  loving,  intelligent  care,  has  there  developed 
into  a  manhood  and  womanhood  which  can  never 
outlive  the  precious  influence  of  the  dear  old 
home.  It  is  said  that,  so  far  as  history  can  trace, 
on  either  side  there  has  been  no  intemperance  in 
the  familj',  even  the  use  of  tobacco  being  eschewed, 
save  in  one  instance. 

Politically,  Mr.  Davidson  was  reared  a  Demo- 
crat, but  he  has  steadily  believed  in  a  protective 
tariff,  and  opposes  any  inflation  of  the  currency.  He 
also  believes  that  only  two  great  parties  ean  survive, 
and  that  they  are  needed  to  maintain  the  balance 
necessary  for  the  perpetuation  of  our  Republic. 
In  religion,  our  subject  is  non-sectarian,  though 
from  a  Presbyterian  family,  and  believes  in  the  right 
to  individual  opinion  and  interpretation  of  the 
Scriptures,  guided  by  care  and  reverence.  He 
thinks  sectarianism  as  commonly  preached  a  stum- 
bling block  in  the  path  of  Christianity  and  in  the 
way  of  many  who  would  otherwise  seek  the  church. 
Having  in  his  own  life  witnessed  a  wonderful  ad- 
vance in  liberality  and  unity  of  effort,  he  believes 
the  future  will  dissipate  creeds  and  bring  about  an 
amalgamation  of  sects  more  conducive  to  the  sal- 
vation of  humanity  than  the  present  methods. 
He  holds  a  man  a  Christian  who  follows  Christian 
precepts,  whether  he  can  accept  the  tenets  preset  ibed 
by  man  or  not. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Montgomery  County  Agricultural  Society,  its  ob- 
ject being  the  improvement  and  development  of 
agriculture  and  kindred  industries.  The  annual 
fairs  are  the  finest  exhibitions  of  the  kind  in  the 
State.  Always  a  Director  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Da- 
vidson was  its  first  President,  and  served  for  nine 
years  in  that  capacity.  In  1882  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  and 
still  belongs  to  that  honorable  body,  having  been 
re-elected  live  times.  During  the  greater  part  of 
this  period  he  was  one  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee, and  served  two  years  as  President.  He  is  also 
Trustee  of  Purdue  University,  appointed   first  by 


Governor  Hovey  for  a  terra  of  three  years;  he  be- 
gan a  second  term  in  August,  1892,  by  appoint- 
ment of  Governor  Chase.  lie  has  always  interested 
himself  in  public  improvements,  and,  strongly  ad- 
vocating good  roads,  he  carried  the  first  petition 
for  the  Crawfordsville  &  Whitesville  free  gravel 
road,  which  was  the  first  one  constructed  in  the 
State  under  the  Free  Gravel  Road  Law  of  1878. 


%  OSEPH  R.  DUNCAN,  M.  D.  Prominent 
among  our  city's  leading  citizens  and  phy- 
sicians is  Joseph  R.  Duncan.  He  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  his  grandparents 
emigrated  from  Ireland  when  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  but  eleven  years  of  age.  The  name  of 
the  father  was  Alexander,  and  he  was  three  times 
married,  the  second  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, being  Susan  Robb,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who 
became  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  but  died 
when  our  subject  was  nineteen  years  old.  He  was 
born  in  Highland  County,  Ohio,  March  27,  1827, 
and  one  of  his  earliest  griefs  appears  to  have  been 
that  he  could  only  attend  three  months  of  the  year 
at  school.  Before  long  he  had  mastered  "Rooter's 
Spelling  Book"  and  "Mirny's  English  Reader," 
"Talbot's  Arithmetic"  and  a  smattering  of  gram- 
mar and  geography.  Anxious  to  advance  in  edu- 
cation, while  other  boys  were  enjoying  a  vacation 
our  subject  was  looking  about  for  means  to  earn 
money  with  which  to  buy  books. 

Six  months  after  our  subject  lost  his  best  friend, 
his  mother,  he  started  out  into  the  world  to  seek 
his  fortune.  Tying  his  effects  in  a  cotton  hand- 
kerchief he  set  out  for  Kentucky  and  found  work 
upon  a  tobacco  plantation,  and  there  he  remained 
until  he  had  earned  enough  to  take  him  to  Iowa, 
having  heard  glowing  accounts  of  the  fertility  of 
the  soil  and  the  general  desirableness  of  a  resi- • 
dence  in  that  State.  Reaching  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  worn  out  physically,  the  attractions 
of  the  land  farther  West  became  somewhat  dimmed, 
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and  with  but  $1.37i  in  his  pocket  our  hero  con- 
cluded to  postpone  his  travels  until  a  later  time. 
Consequently,  when  a  farmer  of  old  Montgomery 
offered  our  subject  $8  a  month  and  his  "keep," 
there  was  a  young  man  who  gladly  accepted  the 
place,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  his  wages  were 
raised  one-half  dollar,  and  he  remained  for  ten 
months.  Alas  for  his  hopes!  When  he  had 
reached  this  point  the  change  in  the  climate  did 
what  it  has  often  been  accused  of  doing  before,  it 
prostrated  our  subject  with  fever  and  ague,  and 
when  lie  was  able  to  resume  work  he  found  him- 
self $100  in   debt. 

Not  wholly  discouraged,  Mr.  Duncan  finally  se- 
cured enough  pupils  for  a  school,  borrowed  money 
to  buy  books,  and  b3' secret  hard  study  he  managed 
to  keep  ahead  of  the  children.  At  the  close  of  his 
term  he  offered  to  return  one-half  of  the  money 
lent  him,  but  his  patrons  refused  it  and  advised 
him  to  use  it  in  advancing  his  own  education. 
This  he  did,  and  then  continued  his  teaching,  inter- 
spersed with  farm  work,  until  failing  health  gave 
him  warning  that  he  must  make  a  change  in  his 
mode  of  living. 

At  this  time  our  subject  became  interested  in 
the  study  of  medicine,  and  the  hope  dawned  upon 
him  that  by  hard  work  he  could  prepare  himself 
for  that  profession.  Therefore,  he  began  the  fas- 
cinating study  and  taught  school  to  enable  him  to 
continue,  and  finally  he  removed  to  Waynetown  in 
order  to  avail  himself  of  the  instruction  of  Dr.  R. 
M.  Earl.  Some  time  after  this  he  set  up  a  water-cure 
establishment  in  order  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  and 
as  he  saw  the  improbability  of  his  ever  being  able 
to  take  a  college  medical  course,  he  began  practic- 
ing in  a  small  and  careful  way  from  his  reading. 
His  first  office  was  at  Hillsboro,  in  Fountain  County, 
and  at  the  end  of  one  year  he  removed  to  Jack- 
sonville, although  he  had  never  given  up  his  de- 
termination to  make  his  home  in  Iowa.  Eight 
years  of  disappointment  had  not  killed  his  ardor, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1854  he  set  out  in  an  emigrant 
wagon  and  reached  Knoxville,  Iowa,  October  16, 
1854,  and  with  a  wife  and  two  small  children  de- 
pendent upon  him,  he  was  in  no  position  to  hesi- 
tate as  to  intentions. 

Immediately    our    subject    opened    an     office, 


equipped  with  one  volume  of  a  medical  character 
and  two  nicely-covered  patent  office  reports  as  an 
imposing  library,  intended  to  impress  the  public 
of  the  Western  country  as  a  voluminous  display 
of  erudition.  That  Dr.  Duncan  had  made  no  mis- 
take was  evidenced  03-  his  first  year's  earnings, 
which  were  in  excess  of  83,500,  and  he  paid  his 
debts  and  then  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  Insti- 
tute at  Cincinnati,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1859,  and  then  resumed  practice  at  Knoxville, 
Iowa. 

At  the  call  for  thirty-daymen  at  the  opening  of 
the  late  war,  Dr.  Duncan  became  a  member  of  the 
Home  Guards  and  was  appointed  by  the  county 
civil  authorities  to  visit  the  battlefields  after  a 
battle  and  care  for  the  wounded,  and  in  this  ca- 
pacity he  visited  Shiloh.  Soon  after  this  he  was 
made  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Eleventh  Iowa 
Regiment,  but  was  assigned  to  detached  service. 
Nearly  a  year  at  Vicksburg  he  occupied  the  posi- 
tiod  of  Post  Surgeon,  and  later  had  charge  of  the 
Marine  Hospital.  He  was  commissioned  Surgeon 
in  the  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Regiment  and  continued 
with  the  regiment  until  it  was  mustered  out.  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  in  which  he  was 
Brigade  Surgeon. 

In  1866  our  subject  assisted  in  the  formation  of 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  t!>e  State  of 
Iowa,  and  for  years  was  its  President.  In  1870  he 
was  chosen  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials in  the  Chicago  convention  which  organ- 
ized anew  the  National  Association.  The  next  meet- 
ing was  held  in  New  York  in  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  rooms  in  1871,  when  twenty- 
five  States  were  represented.  At  this  meeting  our 
subject  was  elected  President,  receiving  all  of  the 
votes  with  the  exception  of  three.  This  was  an  honor 
indeed,  and  upon  his  way  home  he  was  tendered 
the  Chair  of  Physiology  in  Bennett  College,  in 
Chicago.  At  first  he  declined  the  position,  hesi- 
tating to  sacrifice  his  large  practice,  but  after  re- 
peated solicitation  consented  and  entered  upon 
his  duties  in  the  following  spring. 

Here  followed  a  season  of  prosperity  for  Dr. 
Duncan,  but  the  last  fire  of  1874  devoured  his 
home  and  office,  with  everything  they  contained, 
among  which   was  his  choice  library,  then  a  col- 
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lection  of  the  best  works  of  the  finest  writers, 
grown  from  the  little  sham  in  his  first  office. 
With  it  went  his  expensive  surgical  instruments 
and  his  household  goods,  and  the  Doctor  and  his 
family  were  literally  destitute,  with  the  neces- 
sity facing  him  of  beginning  anew.  No  doubt 
at  that  trying  time  all  the  unfortunates  thought 
their  own  troubles  rather  harder  to  bear  than  were 
those  of  others,  but  it  was  a  time  of  distress  for 
many. 

At  this  time  it  was  particularly  gratifying  to 
have  the  old  patrons  of  our  subject  beg  him  to  re- 
turn to  Jowa,  but  he  felt  that  he  could  not  return 
in  such  a  different  way  from  that  in  which  he  had 
left,  and  he  finally  settled  upon  Crawfordsville  as 
a  place  where  he  could  again  begin  the  ladder  at  the 
bottom,  and  so  became  established  here  iu  August, 
1874.  Immediately  he  began  to  have  a  fine  prac- 
tice,which  grew  to  huge  proportions,  and  the  next 
year  he  was  made  President  of  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Association  at  Indianapolis.  Later  this  so- 
ciety established  a  college,  and  he  assisted  in  its  or- 
ganization and  after  repeated  requests  he  ac- 
cepted the  Chair  of  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, and  for  a  short  time  lectured  upon  Obstet- 
rics. Failing  health  forced  a  resignation,  and  he 
was  then  honored  with  an  appointment  as  Emer- 
itus Professor  of  Gynaecology. 

Retaining  the  Presidency  of  the  College,  our 
subject  finally  took  the  Chair  of  State  Medicine 
and  Sanitary  Science,  but  he  was  ere  long  warned 
that  the  arduous  duties  of  his  position  were  cutting 
into  his  health,  and  he  resigned.  Since  this  time 
he  has  given  his  whole  attention  to  his  office  prac- 
tice, and  so  well  has  he  become  known  that  his 
calls  come  from  far  and  near.  He  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  every  medical  society  to  which  he  has  be- 
longed, and  holds  the  Addendum  Degree  of  the  St. 
Louis  College,  and  in  1871  he  received  the  highest 
honors  to  he  conferred  upon  a  physician,  being 
elected,  as  mentioned,  President  of  the  National 
Eclectic  Association.  Also  he  has  been  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  the  associations  of  Georgia, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Ohio  and  Wisconsin. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  of  a  strongly  re- 
ligious mind,  and  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.     Their  son  inherited  their  tendencies, 


and  upon  his  fifteenth  birthday  united  with  that 
church,  and  thus  he  continued  until  his  forty-sec- 
ond year,  when  he  transferred  his  relations  to  the 
Presbyterian  denomination.  Dr.  Duncan  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  was  elected  one  term  upon  the  City 
Council,  but  he  took  a  strong  stand  against  whis- 
ky-selling and  was  defeated  at  the  next  election. 
In  the  Masonic  order  Dr.  Duncan  has  long  been 
an  active  member  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  the  former  order 
he  is  considered  a  standard  authority  upon  Ma- 
sonic jurisprudence.  He  carries  a  large  amount  of 
life  insurance,  mainly  in  his  favorite  orders. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  June 
29,  1848,  with  a  daughter  of  William  A.  Krug,  of 
Montgomery  County,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  but 
later  a  resident  of  Crawfordsville,  who  died  April 
26,  1893,  in  his  one  hundred  and  third  year.  Mr. 
Krug  was  a  remarkable  man,  still  robust  and 
healthy,  and  he  had  his  picture  taken  upon  his  one 
hundredth  birthday  and  with  five  generations. 
The  family  of  Dr.  Duncan  consists  of  but  two  liv- 
ing children,  Alice  E.  and  Ernest  A.,  and  Mrs. 
Duncan  gives  much  attention  to  charitable  work. 

Dr.  Duncan  is  a  large,  fine-looking  man,  with  a 
genial  and  pleasant  manner.  He  has  shown  a 
warm  and  sympathetic  interest  in  the  poverty- 
stricken  classes,  willingly  extending  his  financial 
as  well  as  his  medical  aid.  No  longer  engaged  in 
active  practice,  doing  only  office  work,  he  may  in 
his  declining  years  look  back  with  pride  over  a 
life  well  spent. 


kEWIS  W.  FISHER  is  among  the  oldest  set- 
tlers now  living  in  Parke  County,  in  the 
welfare  of  which  he  has  taken  so  leading  a 
part  that  its  history  would  be  sadly  lacking  with- 
out some  tribute  to  him.  His  homestead  on  sec- 
tion 26,  Adams  Township,  is  finely  improved, 
there  being  about  two  thousand  rods  of  tile  on  the 
place.  Of  his  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  one 
hundred  and  ninety  are  a  part  of   the  old   home- 
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stead,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  are  in  the 
place  where  his  home  is  situated.  Ninety  acres 
belonging  to  him  adjoin  this  on  section  27,  and  of 
his  entire  land  two  hundred  acres  are  well  im- 
proved. He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  sheep  of 
the  Cotswold  variety  and  keeps  other  high-grade 
stock. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  George  and  Hannah 
(Wright)  Fisher  and  was  born  in  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  May  5,  1828.  The  following  year,  when  he 
was  an  infant  of  eighteen  months,  his  father  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  locating  on  the  very  farm 
where  our  subject  still  resides,  which  property  was 
entered  from  the  Government.  Our  subject  helped 
his  father  in  clearing  the  farm  and  made  this  place 
his  home  until  his  marriage,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  two  years,  when  he  lived  with  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Bail,  of  Florida  Township.  September  2, 
1852,  he  married  Rebecca  H.  Marshall,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Rockville,  Ind.,  in  1836.  Her  father, 
John  Marshall,  who  was  an  early  settler  of  this 
count}',  came  here  from  North  Carolina  and  kept 
a  store  at  Rockville  in  those  days,  afterward  re- 
moving to  a  farm  in  this  township.  He  was  Pro- 
bate Judge  of  this  county  for  a  number  of  years. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Fisher  came  to 
the  place  where  he  now  lives  and  has  since  re- 
sided. Of  his  nine  children  six  are  still  living. 
Edmund,  who  married  Miss  Martha  Hickson,  is 
a  farmer  of  Putnam  County  and  has  seven  chil- 
dren; Emily  became  the  wife  of  John  Have}',  who 
is  a  farmer  of  Adams  Township,  and  has  been  a 
teacher;  Ida  May,  wife  of  Thomas  Wright,  r  Uni- 
ted States  Postal  Clerk  on  the  Big  Four  Railroad, 
lives  in  Indianapolis;  Clarentine  lives  at  home,  as 
do  also  the  two  younger,  Albert  and  Durward. 
Angeline,  who  was  the  wife  of  Robert  McCord, 
died  in  Kansas  in  1891. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance at  one  time,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  an  Elder  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  and  has  been  for  years 
much  interested  in  Sunday-school  work,  having 
been  Superintendent  of  the  one  at  New  Bethel, 
which  church  he  helped  to  build  and  was  one  of 
the  prime  movers  and  supporters.  Since  1861  he 
has  been  an  Elder  in  the  denomination,  his    wife 
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and  daughters  also  belonging  to  the  same  church. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  School  Director,  and  the 
justice  which  he  meted  out  to  the  frequently  im- 
posed-upon  district  school  teacher  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  two  of  those  in  his  district  taught  for 
six  or  eight  years. 


OHN  L.  GOBEN,  now  serving  as  Auditor  of 
Montgomery  Count}',  Ind.,  is  one  of  the 
most  genial  and  agreeable  officials  that  have 
ever  served  the  citizens  of  that  section.  He 
was  born  in  Walnut  Township,  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, six  miles  east  of  Crawfordsville,  May  23,  1844. 
He  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Jesse  J.  and  Araminta 
(Plunkett)  Goben,  natives  of  Kentucky,  where 
they  were  married,  and  from  which  place  they 
came  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  in  1823,  and 
secured  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land.  Here 
Jesse  Goben  resided  untid  1858,  but  passed  his 
last  years  in  Crawfordsville,  his  death  occurring 
March  5,  1887,  in  his  seventieth  year  (see  his 
biography).  He  was  a  Baptist  minister  and  was 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  active  preachers  in 
the  church,  and  this  interest  and  activity  contin- 
ued until  his  death.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  died  in  1884. 

John  L.  Goben  is  the  third  son  and  seventh 
child  of  fourteen  children,  five  of  whom  are  still 
living.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  Wes- 
ley Academy,  of  Montgomery  County,  where  he 
remained  two  years,  and  then  went  to  school  at 
Thornton,  where  he  remained  for  two  years  longer. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  married,  No- 
vember 7,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Canine,  the  only 
daughter  of  William  Canine  (see  sketch).  She 
has  two  brothers,  Thomas  and  John,  farmers  in 
Brown  Township.  Mr.  Goben  continued  to  carry 
on  a  farm  in  Brown  Township,  near  his  father, 
until  1883. 
In  1882  Mr.  Goben  was  elected  Trustee  for  the 
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township  for  one  year.  Resigning  his  office,  in 
1883  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  with  a  ma- 
jority of  seventy-six  votes,  his  opponent  being 
John  C.  Dwiggin,  the  incumbent.  After  serving 
two  years,  he  went  into  the  real-estate  business  for 
one  year,  and  in  1886  was  elected  Auditor,  his 
opponent  being  George  R.  Brown.  He  was  elected 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  nine  majority,  but 
on  a  re-count,  called  for  by  Brown,  he  had  a  gain 
of  seven,  making  his  majority  sixteen.  At  this 
time  the  county  had  a  Republican  majority  and 
he  was  the  only  Democrat  elected.  In  1890  he 
was  re-elected  over  John  C.  Wingate  witli  six 
hundred  and  fifty-five  majority. 

In  1886  the  trials  on  the  contested  election  of 
Mr.  Goben  before  the  commissioners  took  place. 
There  were  two  trials  in  the  Circuit  Court  before 
juries,  and  these  were  appealed  to  the  Superior 
Court,  and  every  trial  resulted  in  his  favor.  The 
claim  was  that,  at  the  end  of  one  year  as  Treas- 
urer, his  accounts  were  short  $27,723.12.  He  re- 
signed his  office,  his  bondsmen  were  released,  and 
new  bonds  were  furnished.  He  was  re-instated, 
as  per  agreement  with  the  County  Commissioners, 
and  continued  in  the  office  until  the  close  of  the 
term,  refusing  a  second  nomination.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  prominent  figure  in  politics.  Mr. 
Goben 's  real-estate  business  has  been  a  success, 
and  he  still  owns  the  farm  which  he  first  purchased. 
It  consists  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Coal 
Creek  and  Madison  Townships,  and  he  also  owns 
a  beautiful  residence.  No.  212  South  Grant  Avenue. 
The  family  born  to  Mr.  Goben  and  his  wife  has 
been  as  follows:  William  J.,  Deputy  Auditor,  who 
took  a  commercial  course  at  Notre  Dame,  Ind.; 
Robert;  Frankie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  j'ears; 
Clifford;  Earl;  and  Pauline,  who  is  the  wife  of  A. 
E.  Davis,  of  Indianapolis,  a  member  of  the  Art  and 
Supply  Association.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goben  are 
members  of  the  Regular  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Goben  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  De 
Hand  Lodge,  and  has  passed  the  chairs. 

Pauline,  the  youngest  daughter  and  child,  grad- 
uated in  the  Class  of  '91  at  St.  Mary's  of  the 
Woods,  at  Terro  Haute,  receiving  class  honors  and 
the  gold  medal  of  the  class.  She  was  also  given 
a  medal  for  superior  scholarship,  and   is  a  lady  of 


literary  attainments.    Her  husband  graduated  from 
Wabash  College  in  the  Class  of  '91. 

Mr.  Goben's  popularity  among  his  fellow-citi- 
zens is  undiminished,  in  spite  of  the  cruel  asper- 
sions cast  upon  his  character  during  his  term  as 
Treasurer.  No  blame  was  ever  attached  to  Mr. 
Goben  personally,  and  the  only  criticism  which 
could  be  justly  made  was  that  in  his  official  posi- 
tion he  had  permitted  himself  to  be  blinded  by 
friendship.  Mr.  Goben,  notwithstanding  his  trials, 
has  not  lost  faith  in  human  nature,  but  his  heart 
is  as  large  and  his  love  for  his  fellow-men  is  as 
great  as  ever  before.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch 
Democrat. 


|!t_  ARRISON  BOYD.  But  few  of  the  farm- 
ifjl]  eis  of  Parke  County  have  met  with  more 
*J±XZ//  genuine  success  than  our  subject,  whose 
(^)  agricultural  development  has  played  an 
important  part  in  Adams  Township,  where  he  has 
large  landed  interests  and  is  extensivel}-  engaged 
in  farming.  Mr.  Boyd  was  born  in  Hawkins 
County,  Tenn.,  May  23,  1818.  He  is  the  sixth  in 
order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  twelve  children  born 
to  William  and  Huldy  M.  (Epison)  Boyd.  Will- 
iam Bo3'd  was  born  in  Albemarle  County,  Va., 
and  was  the  son  of  John  Boyd,  who  was  probably 
born  in  North  Carolina.  The  last-named  gentle- 
man served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  after  which 
he  came  from  North  Carolina  to  Indiana  and  set- 
tled in  Hendricks  County.  He  married  Huldy 
Maria  Epison,  a  daughter  of  William  Epison,  who 
was  a  soldier  of  Revolutionary  fame.  After  liv- 
ing in  North  Carolina  for  a  short  time,  Mr,  and 
Mrs.  Boyd  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  they  re- 
mained for  several  years,  and  then  came  to  Indi- 
ana, where  they  located  in  Hendricks  County  and 
engaged  in  farming.  Here  he  made  a  good  live- 
lihood, but  not  being  wholly  satisfied,  came  to 
Parke  County  in  1835,  and  located  in  Adams 
Township.  There  are  two  brothers  and  three  sis- 
ters now  living.     Mr,  Boyd  was   a,   soldier  in  the 
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War  of  1812,  from  which  he  returned  safely,  and 
subsequently  journeyed  Westward  with  a  view  to 
finding  a  location,  but  was  taken  sick  and  died 
in  a  place  unknown  to  the  family. 

Mr.  Boyd  of  whom  we  write  was  educated  in 
an  old  log  schoolhouse  in  Adams  Township,  but 
when  he  had  reached  his  twentieth  j'ear  he  was 
obliged  to  help  support  the  family.  In  1846  our 
subject  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Lewis,  who 
came  with  her  parents  from  Ohio  to  Indiana  about 
1841,  when  nineteen  years  of  age.  She  was  born 
May  30,  1822,  to  Jason  and  Nancy  Lewis,  in 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio.  After  his  marriage 
our  subject  bought  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
acres  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  $50  per  acre.  He 
at  once  began  cultivating  and  improving  this 
land,  which  he  has  since  developed  into  a  fine 
farm,  and  thereon  has  made  his  home  ever  since. 
His  estate  is  well  attended  to,  betokening  a  skill- 
ful management,  and  the  neat  appearance  of  his 
residence,  barns,  and  other  necessary  outbuildings 
make  of  the  place  one  of  the  most  attractive  in 
the  township.  He  worked  early  and  late  facing 
the  hardships  that  fell  to  his  lot,  was  prudent  and 
economical  when  it  was  necessary,  and  invested 
his  money  judiciously. 

The  children  that  were  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife  were  seven  in  number,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  viz.:  James  M.,  who  is  practicing  medi- 
cine at  Annapolis,  Parke  County;  Anna,  who  is 
now  at  home;  Lewis,  a  farmer  in  Adams  Town- 
ship; William,  who  is  an  active  farmer  near  Mar- 
shall, this  county;  Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Hann, 
who  lives  in  Beatrice,  Neb.,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business;  Albeit,  who  is  farm- 
ing in  Adams  Township;  and  Elbridge,  farming 
at  home.  Our  subject  has  now  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  acres  of  some  of  the  best-improved  land 
in  this  township,  which  is  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  part}',  and  has  held  the  office  of  Su- 
pervisor of  his  township.  He  is  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  re- 
mains true  to  the  faith.  Mr.  Boyd  has  gathered 
together  his  riches  by  unremitting  toil,  display- 
ing good  common-sense,  able  powers  of  calcula- 
tion, and  the  strict  honesty  in  bis  dealings  which 


has  always  characterized  him  as  a  gentleman. 
He  is  now  living  in  retirement,  feeling  assured 
that  the  progress  of  his  farm  is  secure  in  the 
hands  of  his  son  Elbridge.  He  has  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  now  living 
in  this  township. 


^ANIEL  FISHER  was  born  in  Brown 
Count}',  Ohio,  near  Georgetown,  Decem- 
ber 18,  1816,  to  John  and  Nancy  (Miller) 
Fisher.  His  father  was  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State  and  a  son  of  George  Fisher,  who 
was  born  on  board  ship  while  his  parents  were 
coming  to  this  country  from  Germany,  and  it  was 
his  father  whom  the  great  family  of  Fishers  in 
this  country  are  searching  very  diligently  to  get 
some  trace  of,  for  on  his  identity  as  the  father  of 
George  hangs  a  great  estate  in  Germany,  which 
amounts  to  nearly  $60,000,000.  George  Fisher, 
after  reaching  his  majority  in  his  native  State, 
moved  to  Kentucky,  where  he  died. 

The  father  of  our  subject  had  four  brothers 
and  two  half-brothers.  George,  the  eldest,  came 
to  Indiana  and  settled  near  Rockville,  where  he 
died.  John  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
emigrated  to  Parke  County  in  1829,  where  he 
died  about  eleven  years  later;  William,  deceased, 
and  Jacob.  His  half-brothers  were  Daniel,  who 
died  in  Ohio  near  Ripley;  and  Fred,  who  went  to 
California  and  has  not  been  heard  of  since.  John, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  Whig  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  Light  Church,  and,  although  a 
man  of  limited  education,  he  had  liberal  views  in 
religious  matters  as  well  as  those  concerning  po- 
litical affairs.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
known  as  Nancy  Miller  in  her  single  life,  and  was 
born  in  North  Carolina,  emigrating  to  Kentucky 
with  her  parents,  and  thence  to  Indiana,  where 
she  died  in  Parke  County  in  1862. 

Daniel  Fisher,  our  subject,  was  the  fifth  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to  the 
above  parents,  there  being  six  boys  and  two  girls. 
Jacob    was    twice    married;    first   to   Miss  Nancy 
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Newell,  who  became  the  mother  of  a  large  fam- 
ily .of  children;  second  to  Mary  Brown,  who  bore 
him  six  children  and  died  in  Parke  County  in 
May,  1879.  James  married  Miss  Lizzie  Mont- 
gomery and  hasa  large  family  of  children,  who  have 
all  been  highly  educated.  The  eldest  son,  Michael, 
speaks  fifteen  languages  fluently  and  is  a  pub- 
lisher in  St.  Louis,  where  he  is  doing  much  toward 
getting  the  great  fortune  left  in  Germany.  James 
was  for  twenty  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Parke  County,  and  was  a  Presbyterian  minister 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1883.  Polly  mar- 
ried Robert  Norwood,  a  native  of  Alabama.  They 
became  the  parents  of  a  number  of  children.  Two 
sons,  John  and  Alexander,  were  killed  in  the  late 
war,  the  latter  at  the  battle  of  Richmond.  Mrs. 
Norwood  died  in  Texas.  Sallie  became  the  wife 
of  Alexander  Meyer  and  the  mother  of  a  family. 
She  died  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county. 
Carey  married  Elizabeth  Allen,  and  died  in  Ma- 
haska County,  Iowa;  Alfred  married  Elizabeth  Al- 
len, a  cousin  of  his  brother's  wife,  and  lives  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.;  John  married  Eliza- 
beth Goodin  and  resided  in  Kansas,  where  he,  too, 
passed  away. 

Our  subject  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm,  de- 
voting the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  farm  duties, 
but,  being  of  a  studious  turn  of  mind,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  every  spare  moment  he  could 
find,  and  by  so  doing  was  enabled  to  receive  as 
good  an  education  as  could  be  had  at  that  time. 
His  father  was  a  man  of  some  means  and  gave  his 
son  Daniel  a  start  in  life.  In  1860  our  subject 
bought  the  place  on  which  he  now  resides  and  is 
using  all  his  energy  for  its  improvement. 

In  1840  a  very  important  event  took  place  in 
the  life  of  our  subject,  when  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Eliza  Jane  Welch,  but  this  lady  lived 
but  a  short  time,  and  five  years  later  he  again 
married,  choosing  for  his  companion  Miss  Abbie 
Woods,  a  native  of  Brown  County,  Ohio.  Her  fa- 
ther, Tobias  Woods,  was  born  in  Ohio  and  married 
Miss  Katie  Fisher.  They  came  West  to  Illinois, 
where  they  made  their  home  and  reared  eleven  chil- 
dren, five  boys  and  six  girls.  The  father  and  mother 
of  this  family  passed  away,  and  the  family  scat- 
tered to  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  have  been  the  parents  of 
five  children,  three  boys  and  two  girls.  The  sons 
were  Alfred,  Wright  and  John.  The  latter,  who 
was  an  unfortunate,  having  been  born  deaf  and 
dumb,  while  being  educated  at  Indianapolis  was 
one  day  crossing  the  railroad,  when  an  approach- 
ing train  struck  him.  The  other  son,  Wright, 
was  also  deaf  and  dumb,  and  was  educated  at 
the  same  place  as  his  brother.  For  a  time  he  pub- 
lished a  paper  there,  but  is  now  with  his  father 
on  the  farm.  Mr.  Fisher  has  been  peculiarly  un- 
fortunate with  his  boys,  for  his  third  son  John 
was  born  with  an  unsound  mind.  One  of  the 
daughters  is  Hattie,  the  widow  of  James  Tug- 
man.  She  has  two  children,  Etta  Maude  and  Or- 
rin,  who  live  with  Mr.  Fisher.  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  John  Jordan,  a  prominent  physician  in  Indi- 
anapolis, and  has  two  children.  The  eldest  son, 
DeWitt,  is  also  a  physician  in  the  same  city,  grad- 
uating at  Louisville,  Ky.;  and  Iva  is  now  being 
educated  in  Indianapolis. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  a  Democrat  up  to  Buchanan's 
election,  but  when  the  Republican  party  was  or- 
ganized he  cast  his  ballot  with  that  body.  He 
has  always  been  a  temperance  man  and  was  never 
intoxicated  in  his  life.  He  and  his  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  ca- 
pacity they  have  labored  for  many  years,  living 
eonsistent  Christian  lives.  Mr.  Fisher  is  one  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  congregation. 


EVI  SIDWELL  is  a  retired  business  man  of 
Rockville,  Parke  County.  He  was  long  en- 
gaged in  the  dry-goods  business,  but  has 
been  retired  nearly  all  the  time  since  1867.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
March  25,  1813.  His  father,  Levi  Sidwcll.  was 
born  January  2,  1774,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
married  Miss  Margaret  Perry,  soon  after  which 
event  he  removed  to  Mason  County,  Ky.,  where  he 
entered  land  of  the  Government.  His  wife  was 
born  September  5,  1 7^4,  in  Maryland, 
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Our  subject's  father  settled  on  land  which  he 
entered  in  Kentucky  and  resided  there  about  two 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  engaging  in  making  brick  in  Chillicothe, 
which  business  he  followed  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  had  nine  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  and  is  now 
the  only  one  living.  The  following  of  his  brothers 
and  sisters  grew  to  maturity:  Rebecca,  wife  of  An- 
drew S.  Alden,  a  carpenter  and  farmer  of  Parke 
County;  Lemuel,  who  died  before  completing  his 
medical  studies;  Nancy,  who  departed  this  life  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years;  and  Sally  Ann,  wife  of 
James  Peny,  a  farmer  and  merchant  of  Mason 
County,  Ky.  Our  subject's  father  died  March  5, 
1815,  but  his  wife,  Margaret,  survived  until  Jan- 
uary 11,  1853,  her  demise  taking  place  at  the  home 
of  our  subject. 

Levi  Sidwell,  of  this  sketch,  after  passing  his 
youth  at  the  place  of  his  birth  went  to  Delphi, 
Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
for  about  one  year.  He  next  went  to  May's  Lick, 
Ky.,  where  he  also  engaged  in  merchandising,  but 
returned  to  Indiana  a  year  later,  locating  at  Rock- 
ville,  where  he  pursued  his  former  avocation  and 
went  into  partnership  with  William  Rosebrough. 
At  the  end  of  two  years  the  latter 's  interest  was 
purchased  by  James  DePew,  and  together  our  sub- 
ject and  that  gentleman  were  successful  in  con- 
ducting the  business  for  six  years,  when  the  firm 
was  dissolved  and  each  of  the  parties  embarked  in 
a  similar  undertaking  alone.  When  three  years 
had  passed  b}',  Mr.  Sidwell  took  into  partnership 
James  McEwen  and  David  Kirkpatrick,  which  con- 
nection existed  for  four  years.  From  that  time 
until  1867  Mr.  Sidwell  ran  the  business  alone  and 
then  retired,  having  secured  a  competence.  At 
one  time,  however,  in  the  early  '70s,  he  operated  a 
tile  factory  for  about  four  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Sidwell  with  Miss  Sarah 
K.,  daughter  of  Samuel  McNutt,  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  was  celebrated  June  29,  1842.  By  that 
union  were  born  two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  and  the  other,  Samuel,  was  called  from 
this  life  February  23,  1863,  in  Rockville,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years.  The  mother  of  these 
children   died   April    18,   1846.     Her  son   Samuel 


enlisted  in  Capt.  Vance's  company,  which  went 
out  from  Rockville  during  the  late  war.  On  the 
8th  of  May,  1855,  Miss  Margaret  A.,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Rice,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs. 
Sidwell  was  born  near  Waveland,  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  March  17,  1832,  and  acquired  her 
education  in  Waveland  Academy,  where  she  after- 
ward taught  for  about  six  months.  The  follow- 
ing children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sidwell:  AVilliam  P.,  a  banker  in  Frankfort, 
Ind.;  Chauncey,  born  October  29,  1858,  who  died 
when  six  years  of  age;  Nannie,  born  May  24,  1861, 
who  was  married  to  Charles  N.  Stevenson  June  16, 
1881;  and  Montague  Rice,  born  June  1,  1873,  now 
identified  with  the  bank  of  this  city. 

From  1855  until  1857  Mr.  Sidwell  represented 
Parke  County  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana 
as  a  Whig,  and  he  is  now  a  Republican.  He  is  an 
Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  joined 
in  1843,  and  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 
Prior  to  the  war  he  was  in  command  of  a  company 
of  Home  Guards  at  Rockville. 


|^l  ANIEL  D.  FISHER  has  been  a  resident  of 
I  Jlj  Indiana  since  his  twelfth  )'ear,  or  since 
(gul*^  1829,  and  is  therefore  one  of  the  oldest 
inhabitants  and  pioneers  of  Parke  County. 
He  makes  his  home  on  section  26,  Adams  Town- 
ship, a  portion  of  the  farm  his  father  entered  from 
the  Government.  He  at  one  time  owned  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  and  now,  after  deeding 
some  of  this  to  his  children,  he  still  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres,  and  has  about  fort3*-five 
acres  of  timberland.  The  rest  of  the  land  is  un- 
der good  cultivation  and  yields  an  abundant  in- 
come to  the  owner. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  13,  1817.  He 
was  a  son  of  George  Fisher,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1780.  He  in  turn  was  a  son  of 
George  Fisher.  Our  subject's  maternal  grandfa- 
ther participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and 
did  valiant  service.     When    our   subject's    father 
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was  fourteen  years  of  age  lie  ran  away  from  home, 
and  was  married  in  1804  to  Miss  Hannah  Wright, 
after  which  he  located  in  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  an  early  settler.  He  purchased  land 
and  lived  there  until  1829,  when  he  removed  to 
Parke  County  with  his  wife  and  ten  children,  lo- 
cating on  section  26,  Adams  Township,  where  he 
entered  two  quarter-sections  of  land  and  proceeded 
to  clear  and  improve  them  until  his  death  in  1848, 
two  years  prior  to  which  his  wife  departed  this 
life.  Their  children  all  lived  to  adult  years,  but 
only  two  are  now  living,  our  subject  and  his 
brother  Lewis. 

When  George  Fisher  came  to  Indiana  the  land 
was  in  a  perfectly  wild  state,  and  game  abounded. 
He  was  a  great  hunter,  and  kept  the  family  well 
supplied  witli  deer  and  wild  turkeys.  His  six  sons 
were  of  great  assistance  to  him  in  clearing  the 
land  and  raising  crops.  The  deceased  children 
were:  George;  Samuel;  John;  Robert;  Rachel,  wife 
of  Lewis  Silcott;  Mary,  wife  of  Hiram  Ball;  Al- 
mira,  Mis.  Samuel  Griffin;  and  Alazana,  who  mar- 
ried James  Skank.  The  father  was  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  good  standing  and  fellowship,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  by  all  as  a  worth}'  manandagen- 
ial,  kind  neighbor. 

It  was  a  great  event  in  the  life  of  our  subject 
when  he  with  his  parents,  brothers  and  sisters 
started  from  Ohio  in  wagons  for  their  seventeen- 
days  journey  to  Indiana.  Here  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  helped  to  develop  the  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness which  is  still  his  home.  As  the  schools  of 
that  early  day  were  few  and  poorly  conducted,  his 
privileges  in  an  educational  direction  were  of  the 
most  limited  description,  so  to  his  own  efforts  is 
due  the  standing  he  has  held  for  3'ears  in  the  com- 
munity as  a  man  of  intelligence  and  wide  informa- 
tion. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1844,  Mr.  Fisher  mar- 
ried Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  John  Marshall,  a  na- 
tive of  North  Carolina,  who  on  coming  to  this 
State  settled  in  the  southern  part.  This  was  in 
1821,  and  after  remaining  there  for  about  five 
years  he  became  a  resident  of  this  county.  Mrs. 
Fisher  was  called  to  her  final  rest  August  2,  1879. 
Directly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Fisher   located  on 


the  place  where  he  has  lived  for  sixty-three  years. 
Of  his  ten  children  one  died  in  childhood  and 
seven  are  now  living:  Theodore,  who  lives  in 
Terre  Haute;  John,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Wabash 
Township;  Charles,  who  is  married  and  is  now  mak- 
ing his  home  with  our  subject;  George,  of  this  town- 
ship; and  Lincoln,  who  lives  in  Omaha,  is  a  trav- 
eling auditor  of  the  Western  Freight  Association. 
The  deceased  members  of  the  family  are:  Oliver 
P.;  Victoria,  who  was  the  wife  of  John  Bryant;  and 
Joseph  A.  In  a  measure  Mr.  Fisher  is  now  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  life  on  account  of  his 
advancing  years,  and  has  relegated  the  cares  of  his 
farm  to  his  son,  who  lives  with  him.  He  is  an  in- 
teresting conversationalist,  and  his  stories  of  the 
hardships  which  he  encountered  in  the  pioneer 
days  are  full  of  interest.  Most  of  their  goods 
were  transported  on  the  river,  and  Mr.  Fisher  him- 
self made  nine  trips  to  New  Orleans,  and  assisted 
in  building  a  good  many  flatboats.  Too  much 
cannot  be  said  in  favor  of  the  sturdy  founders 
and  early  settlers  of  the  new  States,  who  courage- 
ously overcame  all  difficulties,  and  have  handed 
down  to  their  posterity  the  fruits  of  their  labors, 
and  chief  among  those  to  whom  the  prosperity  of 
Parke  County  is  due  is  our  subject. 


* 


j^ENRY  B.  JONES.  Among  the  original 
settlers  of  Fountain  County  was  Iliram 
Jones,  who  was  one  of  its  most  energetic 
and  enterprising  pioneers  and  successful 
farmers,  and  reclaimed  from  the  wilderness  a  large 
and  valuable  farm,  lying  on  section  31,  Shawnee 
Township.  This  old  homestead  is  now  in  posses- 
sion of  his  son  Henry,  our  subject,  one  of  the 
foremost  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  this  section. 
He  has  enlarged  his  domains  and  now  has  one  of 
the  most  extensive  and  best-appointed  farms  in 
Indiana,  as  well  as  one  of  its  fairest  and  most 
beautiful  homes. 

The  father  of    our  subject  was    born    in   North 
Carolina    in    1795,  and   left  there    when    he   was 
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seven  years  old,  his  parents  moving  to  Tennes- 
see, and  thence  to  Kentucky.  In  the  latter  State 
he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Wright 
Taylor,  and  after  marriage  he  resided  for  a  time 
near  Frankfort,  Ky.  From  there  he  came  to  In- 
diana with  his  wife  and  the  two  children  that  had 
previously  been  born  to  them,  and  they  lived 
near  Terre  Haute  a  year.  In  1823  the  family 
came  to  Fountain  County,  and  Mr.  Jones  selected 
a  location  near  where  Veedersburgh  now  stands, 
entering  land  of  the  Government.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  to  settle  in  that  region,  but  four  or 
five  other  families  having  preceded  him.  After 
a  short  residence  at  that  point  he  bought  the 
present  site  of  the  village  of  Rob  Roy,  and  dur- 
ing the  ten  years  that  he  lived  thereon  he  cleared 
the  land  and  made  various  substantial  improve- 
ments. Selling  that  place,  he  bought  the  farm 
now  owned  by  our  subject  in  the  spring  of  1840, 
and  it  was  his  home  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  which  was  brought  to  a  close  at  an  advanced 
age  in  1878,  his  venerable  wife  following  him  to 
the  grave  six  months  later.  He  started  out  in 
life  without  a  dollar  to  his  name,  but  he  had  a 
resolute,  active  nature,  was  shrewd  and  far-seeing 
in  business  matters,  and  became  a  man  of  wealth. 
He  became  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  of 
choice  land,  which  he  developed  in  a  practical 
manner  into  a  very  desirable  farm.  He  was  a 
man  of  sincere  religious  convictions,  and  his 
name  will  ever  be  associated  with  the  founding 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  faith  in  this  county. 
He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  church  at 
Rob  Roy,  and  he  and  Mr.  Burch  organized  the 
first  church  of  that  denomination  at  Veeders- 
burgh. He  was  a  Trustee  of  the  church,  and 
gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  its  support. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  eight  children, 
of  whom  four  grew  to  maturity,  and  three  are 
still  living.  John  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three; 
Louisa  married  Ebenezer  Brandburgb,  and  is  now 
deceased;  James  G.  is  a  farmer  in  Missouri;  W. 
W.,  who  resides  in  Florida,  is  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Fpiscopal  Church;  Benjamin  died  at 
the  age  of  twelve,  Elizabeth  in  infancy,  and 
Leonard  at  the  age  of  a  year  and  a-half. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 


on  the  old  homestead  October  23,  1840,  and  it 
has  always  been  his  home.  He  secured  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  the  township,  and 
was  well  trained  in  his  youth  in  all  that  pertains 
to  agriculture.  In  his  career  as  a  farmer  he  has 
been  eminently  successful  and  has  shown  himself 
a  master  of  his  calling,  progressive  in  his  methods, 
ready  to  adopt  new  ideas,  systematic  and  thor- 
ough in  carrying  on  his  operations,  and  keeping 
well  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  things.  He  follows 
mixed  farming  and  raises  much  stock  of  standard 
breeds,  including  a  herd  of  Shorthorn  cattle, 
Poland-China  hogs  and  five  hundred  sheep.  His 
farm  comprises  seven  hundred  acres  of  well-culti- 
vated land,  and  the  improvements  upon  it  are  of 
a  high  order.  He  has  one  of  the  finest  houses  in 
the  county,  which  he  built  in  1881  at  a  cost  of 
$10,000,  it  being  of  a  handsome,  modern  style  of 
architecture,  tasteful  in  its  appointments,  con- 
venient in  its  arrangements,  and  pleasant  in  its 
surroundings. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Joanna 
D.  Meeker  was  celebrated  February  17, 1861.  Mrs. 
Jones  was  born  March  18,  1842,  in  Richland 
Township,  this  county,  and  was  fourteen  years 
old  when  the  family  removed  to  Shawnee  Town- 
ship. She  is  the  daughter  of  Usual  H.  Meeker, 
who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  county, 
whither  he  came  from  Butler  County,  Ohio.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jones  have  two  children:  Lorenzo  E., 
who  married  Miss  Mattie  E.  Hatton  and  resides 
in  Shawnee  Township;  and  Oliver  M.,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Ann  Arbor  Law  School  and  a  promi- 
nent young  lawyer  at  Danville,  111.  He  married 
Miss  Emma  Fouts. 

Our  subject's  executive  ability  and  other  fine 
business  qualifications,  combined  with  his  high 
character,  render  him  a  valuable  citizen,  and  have 
brought  him  to  the  front  in  the  public,  political, 
social  and  religious  life  of  his  native  township. 
He  is  a  strong  Republican,  and  is  influential  in 
local  politics.  Our  subject  has  been  identified 
for  some  time  with  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Associ- 
ation, and  has  been  very  instrumental  in  bring- 
ing to  justice  many  criminals,  having  helped  to 
break  up  a  large  organization  of  horse  thieves  in 
Southern   Indiana.     For  eleven  years   from  1871 
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he  was  Trustee  of  Shawnee  Township.  He  be- 
longs to  Richland  Lodge  No.  205,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  is  greatly  interested  in  the  fraternity.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Rob  Roy,  and  is  a  Trustee  of  the  church,  which 
is  much  indebted  to  him  for  its  standing  and  use- 
fulness in  the  community. 


W;Illia: 
of  the 
ville, 


ILLIAM  HOLMAN  DURHAM,  President 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Crawfords- 
Ind.,  was  born  April  12,  1827,  in 
Lincoln  County,  Ky.  With  his  parents,  Jacob 
and  Hannah  Durham,  our  subject  came  to  Indiana 
in  1828.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was 
Hannah  Spears,  and  being  a  woman  of  much  en- 
ergy and  force  of  character,  she  impressed  her 
nature  upon  her  son,  our  subject.  He  was  the  eld- 
est child,  and  he  learned  his  alphabet  at  his  mo- 
ther's knee  and  also  learned  to  spell  out  short 
words  at  so  early  an  age  that  his  memory  cannot 
recall  a  time  when  he  could  not  read.  At  the  age 
of  eight  years  he  rode  on  horseback,  in  company 
with  Ins  grandfather,  to  Kentucky  and  spent  two 
years  in  school  near  Perrysville,  under  William 
Duke  and  Thomas  Rice,  noted  teachers  of  that 
day. 

The  location  of  his  home  was  in  Russellville, 
Putnam  County,  Ind.,and  to  this  place  he  returned 
from  school  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm 
or  the  store,  attending  school  in  the  mean  time. 
In  the  spring  of  1843,  he  entered  Asbury  Univer- 
sity under  President,  afterward  Bishop,  Mathew 
Simpson,  and  he  graduated  from  there  in  July, 
1847.  In  the  following  fall  our  subject  went  to 
Rockville  to  write  in  the  Clerk's  office  under  John 
(1.  Davis.  Here  he  read  law  with  the  firm  of 
Wright  &,  McGaughey  until  the  spring  of  1849. 

( )n  the  breaking  out  of  the  "gold  fever,"  with  a 
company  from  Rockville,  he  went  overland  with 
ox-teams  across  the  plains  to  California  and  was 
six  months  on  the  road.     He   remained   there   for 


two  years  and  became  a  voter  for  its  first  Gov- 
ernor, David  Burnett,  when  the  State  was  first  or- 
ganized and  a  constitution  was  adopted.  His  re- 
turn was  made  by  water,  crossing  the  Isthmus.  He 
stopped  a  while  at  quaint  old  Havanna  on  the  way. 
After  his  return  he  entered  info  partnership  with 
his  father  in  a  dry-goods  store  at  Russellville  and 
was  made  Postmaster  of  the  place.  In  the  spring 
of  1849,  he  bought  out  his  father's  interest  in  the 
store  and  continued  the  business  until  1864.  The 
office  of  Captain  of  Indiana  militia  was  also  given 
him  and  he  was  the  Secretary  of  the  lodge  of  Anci- 
ent   Free   &   Accepted  Masons   for  several   years. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1857,  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Evans,  and  there  were  twochildres  born 
to  them.  At  that  time  he  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Crawfordsville,  in  March,  1865,  with  his  family. 
The  organization  of  the  First  National  Bank  oc- 
curred in  September,  1864,  and  he  has  been  con- 
tinuously identified  with  it  ever  since.  He  was 
President  of  the  I.  D.  &  S.  R.  R.  in  building 
from  Montezuma  to  Indianapolis. 

Mr.  Durham  is  largely  interested  in  agricultmal 
pursuits  and  is  by  far  the  largest  stockholder  in 
the  Union  Agricultural  Association  of  Montgomery 
County,  having  acted  as  its  President  for  one  year. 
He  is  a  great  sufferer  from  sciatica  and  rheumatism 
and  requires  the  use  of  two  canes,  but  this  in  no 
way  incapacitates  him  from  moving,  as  he  is  al- 
ways busy,  attending  to  the  various  interests  of  his 
business.  His  regard  for  young  men  induced  him 
to  furnish  the  money  that  built  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Building,  unassisted  by  any 
one,  he  furnishing  and  equipping  the  same.  This 
is  a  worth}'  monument  and  should  be  a  pride  and 
glory  to  every  citizen  of  Crawfordsville  for  its 
beauty  and  imposing  appearance,  and  it  is  in- 
tended as  a  resort  for  young  men  and  for  strangers. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Durham  has  been  eventful  in 
man}'  particulars.  His  motto  has  been,  '•The  great- 
est good  to  the  greatest  number,"  and  he  has  be- 
stowed charity  in  many  cases  to  the  undeserving, 
and  his  experiences  would  furnish  valuable  lessons. 
He  can  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he 
has  many  warm  friends,  who  have  appreciated  his 
assistance  and  counsel.  He  has  beheld  the  growth 
and    improvement    of  the  county  from  the  time 
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of  the  first  stroke  made  by  the  axe  of  the  hardy 
pioneer  in  the  dense  forest  to  the  present  develop- 
ment of  ease  and  luxury.  At  that  time  there  were 
no  roads,  no  bridges,  and  only  an  occasional  cabin 
in  the  midst  of  a  small  clearing,  without  fence  or 
protection,  and  he  contrasts  it  with  the  present 
time.  In  the  early  days  of  pioneer  life  buckskin, 
tow-linen  and  linsej'-woolsey  were  the  clothing, 
and  the  greatest  equality  prevailed  among  the 
settlers.  There  was  no  money,  and  in  this  State 
coon-skins  and  ginseng  were  legal  tender.  A  call 
for  help  was  cheerfully  answered  within  a  radius 
of  six  miles,  and  at  the  log-rollings,  corn-huskings, 
quiltings  and  house-raisings  none  considered  him- 
self superior  except  as  he  had  escaped  the  "shakes," 
as  the  miasmatic  fever  was  locally  called. 

Those  were  happy  days,  as  the  people  knew  no 
better,  and  ignorance  is  often  bliss  and  content- 
ment a  jewel.  Mr.  Durham  remembers  well  those 
days  and  also  the  happiness  that  filled  them.  The 
children  of  Mr.  Durham  are  George  T.,  who  is 
Vice-President  of  the  First  National  Bank;  and 
Lillie.  Mr.  Durham  and  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Up  to  the  war 
he  was  a  Democrat,  after  which  he  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  for  several  years  and  has  since 
been  independent  in  politics,  voting  for  candidates 
in  both  parties  whom  he  thinks  best  suited  to 
further  the  interest  of  our  common  country. 


ROF.  JOHN  STOUT  ZUCK,  County  Su- 
JIi  perintendent  of  Schools  of  Montgomery 
Count}',  Ind.,  is  not  only  well  and  favor- 
j|\  ably  known  throughout  the  State  as  an 
educator,  but  also  as  a  fine  organizer  and  as  a  lec- 
turer. He  has  performed  the  duties  of  his  present 
office  with  zeal,  has  kept  the  schools  of  this  county 
in  the  front  rank,  and  has  much  increased  their 
proficiency. 

Mr.  Zuck  was  born  one  mile  north  of  Wesley 
Chapel,  Wayne  Township,  Montgomery  County, 
April  10,  1850.     He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Eme- 


line  (Stout)  Zuck,  the  father  being  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian,  and  the  mother  an  Ohioan.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  David  Zuck,  who  was  an 
early  pioneer  of  Montgomery  County,  where  his 
life  ended,  as  also  did  that  of  his  son,  the  father 
of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing.  John 
Zuck,  Sr.,  died  in  1861  at  the  old  homestead,  but 
his  wife  still  lives  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  at 
Waynetown.  John  Stout,  the  grandfather  on  the 
maternal  side,  was  also  a  pioneer  of  the  county, 
and  became  a  public  man  and  well-known  per- 
sonage. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  grew  up  with  his  fa- 
ther on  the  farm  until  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
and  then  with  his  mother  moved  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
Iowa,  in  1868,  and  there  entered  Cornell  College. 
Here  he  enjoyed  superior  educational  advantages 
for  two  and  a-half  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
he  began  to  teach  school,  and  continued  this  con- 
genial employment  for  three  years.  Although 
teaching  was  the  employment  he  most  enjoyed, 
his  first  experience  was  one  which  must  have  se- 
verely tried  his  mettle.  "  The  Hoosier  School- 
master "  has  given  the  world  an  idea  of  how  much 
annoyance  a  right-minded  young  man  may  have 
to  undergo  in  some  localities  when  he  assumes 
the  duties  of  pedagogue,  and  when  Mr.  Zuck,  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years,  took  charge  of  his  first 
school,  he  was  following  in  the  footsteps  of  a 
teacher  who  had  literally  been  driven  out  of  his 
position  by  five  of  the  pupils.  We  are  in  ignor- 
ance of  the  exact  methods  employed  by  our  sub- 
ject to  quell  the  rebellious  spirits,  but  he  did  so, 
and  his  term  ended  without  his  having  had  to  ad- 
minister corporal  punishment  during  the  whole 
term. 

After  this  time  Mr.  Zuck  taught  school  in  other 
parts  of  Jones  and  Cedar  Counties,  Iowa,  where 
there  had  been  trouble  with  unruly  pupils,  but 
there  was  some  magnetic  influence  about  him  that 
caused  the  dissentions  to  cease,  and  in  every  place 
he  left  peace  and  friendship  behind  him.  After 
this  time  the  family  moved  into  Indiana  again, 
and  Mr.  Zuck  entered  into  the  hardware  business 
with  his  brother  at  Waynetown.  In  the  mean 
time  he  read  law,  and  in  1884  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar.     He  practiced  law  for  about  five  years, 
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and  then  returned  to  his  old  beloved  profession 
of  teaching  and  was  made  Principal  of  the  "Wayne- 
town  school  for  seven  years.  The  Wesley  Acad- 
emy of  that  place  had  been  changed  into  a  public 
school  and  our  subject  took  charge  of  it  until  1886. 
After  this  he  went  to  College  Grove  and  for  two 
years  conducted  a  school  there  very  acceptably, 
and  in  June,  1889,  he  was  elected  to  the  honor- 
able office  of  Superintendent  of  Schools.  So  well 
did  be  perform  the  arduous  duties  of  the  office 
that  in  1891  he  received  a  re-election,  and  by 
common  consent  was  re-elected  again  in  1893. 

Since  taking  charge  of  the  schools  of  Mont- 
gomery Count}',  our  subject  has  adopted  many  ex- 
cellent methods  which  reflect  credit  upon  himself 
and  upon  the  county.  One  of  these  is  the  rule 
that  all  teachers  shall  send  a  monthly  report  to 
the  Superintendent,  and  as  there  are  two  hundred 
and  two  teachers,  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  schools, 
and  twelve  graded  schools,  the  work  entailed  by 
this  method  is  not  to  be  lightly  considered.  When 
our  subject  took  charge  of  the  office  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  persons  held  certificates,  and  now 
there  is  no  unemployed  teacher  in  the  count}'. 
Some  of  these  have  had  Normal  training  and  have 
received  State  licenses  from  the  examinations  upon 
questions  given  out  by  the  State  Board. 

Mr.  Zuck  has  two  annual  institutes,  with  monthly 
township  institutes,  besides  having  a  Teachers' 
Association.  The  opening  and  closing  of  the 
schools  all  over  the  county  is  the  same,  and  the 
busy  Superintendent  is  seen  in  every  school  once 
a  year,  and  in  the  mean  time  is  spending  his  ener- 
gies in  the  advancement  of  every  educational 
measure  which  comes  under  his  notice.  Although 
Mr.  Zuck  has  devoted  so  much  time  to  his  life 
work,  he  believes  in  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  leading  Democratic  politicians 
in  the  State.  In  1888  he  stumped  the  county  as 
a  member  of  the  Central  Committee,  and  has  been 
a  delegate  to  the  various  conventions. 

Mr.  Zuck  still  lives  with  his  mother,  who  has  an 
extensive  property  at  AVaynetown.  and  has  at- 
tended to  all  the  business  affairs  of  her  lands  and 
tenants.  His  connection  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
opal  Church  is  one  of  long  standing.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of   the  Masonic  lodge  and  has  been 


active  in  this  work.  His  connection  with  temper- 
ance work  is  well  known  and  appreciated  in  the 
Slate,  and  he  is  in  demand  as  a  lecturer.  He  is 
highly  respected  in  the  county  of  which  he  is  a 
native  son,  and  his  work  in  the  schools  is  regarded 
with  approbation. 


"'RANK  STRAUGHAN.     He  of    whom    we 

Ptake  pleasure  in  making  a  note  in  this 
work  is  one  of  the  hustling  business  men 
of  Rosedale,  Parke  County,  and  the  proprietor  as 
well  as  manager  of  a  well-selected  stock  of  gro- 
ceries, queensware,  notions,  miners'  supplies,  and  a 
fine  line  of  cigars  and  tobacco. 

The  history  of  the  life  of  this  young  man  is  one 
worthy  of  note  in  the  annals  of  the  county,  for  the 
Goddess  of  Fate  has  dealt  severely  with  him.  He 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Fairfield,  County  of 
Durham,  England,  on  December  21,  1866,  his 
parents  being  natives  of  the  same  country.  His 
life  up  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years  was  fraught 
with  nothing  more  than  was  common  with  such 
lads.  A  bright,  keen  observer  for  one  of  his  age, 
happy  and  cheerful,  with  no  thought  of  the 
terrible  calamity  hovering  over  him,  his  joy- 
ous and  happy  life  was  soon  to  be  transformed 
into  one  of  sadness  and  gloom.  On  a  Friday 
ever  to  be  remembered  by  this  young  man, 
he  contracted  a  severe  cold.  Retiring  at  night 
as  usual,  but  more  restless  than  was  his  wont  dur- 
ing the  night,  he  arose  the  next  morning  with  all 
his  ambitious  gaiety  gone,  for  during  the  night 
his  eyes  had  become  sightless,  and  never  again  has 
he  beheld  the  light  of  day,  or  the  faces  of  loved 
ones  so  dear  to  him  by  the  ties  of  nature.  Being  in 
very  straitened  circumstances,  he  was  compelled 
to  go  into  the  coal  mines  as  a  laborer,  where  he 
worked  until  1882,  when  he  with  his  parents 
sailed  for  America.  They  landed  in  New  York," 
November  29,  and  about  one  month  later  found 
themselves  within  the  boundary  line  of  Indiana 
State.     They  located   for  a   while   in    Brazil,  this 
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State,  but  the  father,  wishing  to  pursue  his  black- 
smith trade  and  thinking  it  might  prove  more 
profitable  in  Rosedale,  moved  ,here  and  at  once 
opened  up  a  shop,  while  the  son  Frank  again  went 
into  the  mines.  Although  laboring  under  the 
disadvantage  of  total  darkness,  he  never  tried  to 
shirk  his  duties,  but  labored  earnestly  and  hard  in 
order  that  he  might  earn  sufficient  money  to  pay 
for  surgical  operations  to  aid  in  restoring  his 
sight. 

After  submitting  to  a  painful  and  expensive 
operation,  he  found  it  to  be  all  in  vain,  and  as" 
soon  as  able  returned  to  his  old  occupation  in  the 
coal  mines,  where  he  continued  for  about  a  year. 
January  22,  1890.  he  opened  a  candy  store  with 
a  "paid-up"  capital  of  $24.25,  and  a  stock  of 
cigars  and  tobacco  amounting  to  $38,  for  which 
he  had  to  give  ample  security  before  obtaining 
the  goods.  With  a  keen  eye  to  business,  accompan- 
ied with  much  good  judgment,  he  not  only  paid 
his  indebtedness,  but  added  to  his  stock  in  both 
quantity  and  variety,  until  he  was  forced  to  make 
two  removals,  after  which  he  finally  moved  into 
his  present  large  double  room,  which  affords  him 
all  the  available  space  necessary.  He  keeps  a  well- 
selected  stock  of  goods,  over  which  he  presides 
with  the  ability  and  alacrity  of  a  salesman  who  is 
not  deprived  of  sight.  He  waits  upon  his  patrons, 
weighing,  measuring,  and  making  change  with  a 
degree  of  accuracy  seldom  excelled  by  even  those 
who  are  more  fortunate. 

Mr.  Straughan  has  a  corps  of  lady  clerks  to  as- 
sist him,  one  of  whom  is  his  sister  Sarah,  whose 
valuable  services  as  bookkeeper  and  salesladj* 
are  sincerely  appreciated  by  her  brother.  He  keeps 
four  horses  to  perform  his  delivery  and  road  work. 
He  is  of  a  cheerful  nature,  making  the  best  of 
everything,  friendly  to  all,  and  honest  to  a  far- 
thing, thereby  gaining  the  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
men.  This  fact,  coupled  with  his  well-developed 
business  tact  and  talent,  has  gained  for  him  meri- 
ted encomiums  as  a  self-made  business  man  and 
esteemed  citizen.  His  father's  family  consisted  of 
eleven  children,  namel}*;  James,  Robert,  Thomas, 
Frank,  John,  Jr.,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Maggie,  Isa- 
bel, Susan  C.  and  Sarah.  The  three  eldest  live  in 
their  native  country. 


Our  subject's  parents  now  reside  in  Rosedale, 
the  father  working  at  his  trade.  Politically,  our 
subject  is  a  People's  party  man,  believing  in  the 
"greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number"  of  people. 
In  social  life  he  is  a  good  conversationalist,  and  a 
man  of  no  small  musical  talent.  In  the  financial 
world,  the  reputation  of  this  young  man  ranks  as 
first  class,  and  he  has  good  credit  witli  all  dealers 
of  merchandise  in  his  line.  With  the  energy  and 
push  that  Mr.  Straughan  shows,  we  can  but  pre- 
dict a  successful  business  career  through  life. 


\j?_  EXRY  B.  HULETT,  Ex-County  Clerk  of 
[fj  Montgomery  County.  The  subject  of  this 
J±x/?  notice  was  born  on  the  21st  of  De- 
(^J)  eember,  1844,  in  Putnam  County,  Ind., 
and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Lucy  (Wilson) 
Hulett,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Kentucky, 
who  came  into  this  State  when  young,  and  settled 
in  Putnam  County  about  1845  or  184G,  in  Clark 
Township,  Montgomery  County,  near  Ladoga. 
When  Henry  was  ten  years  of  age  his  mother  died, 
and  in  1864  the  family  moved  to  Iowa.  William 
Hulett  is  now  living  in  Peabod3\  Kan. 

Henry  was  the  eldest  of  three  children,  the  oth- 
er two  being  daughters.  He  was  educated  in  the 
country  schools  and  was  then  sent  to  Ladoga 
Academy.  His  education  was  interrupted  when 
he  went  with  his  father  to  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  but  the 
climate  there  did  not  agree  with  him,  and  after  one 
summer  spent  there  he  returned  and  enjoyed  one 
more  year  with  his  companions  and  books  at  La- 
doga. After  leaving  school  he  tested  his  knowledge 
by  a  course  of  school  teaching  for  one  year,  and 
then  went  into  the  mercantile  business,  first  clerk- 
ing at  Ladoga  and  then  going  into  business  for 
himself  at  New  Ross,  where  he  opened  up  a  gen- 
eral store,  and  here  he  remained  for  eight  years. 

Ladoga  had  charms  for  our  subject,  and  he  re- 
turned there  in  1886,  when  he  became  a  candi- 
date for  Count}7  Clerk  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
but  in   that  race   he  was  defeated.     He  had  been 
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Township  Assessor  and  was  renominated.  A.  P. 
Reynolds  was  elected  County  Clerk,  but  he  died 
March  5,  1887,  and  as  Mr.  Hulett  had  been  de- 
feated by  only  one  hundred  and  sixty  votes,  the 
County  Commissioners  immediately  appointed  him 
to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  he  took  charge  of  the  office 
March  8,  1887.  He  filled  the  position  with  such 
signal  ability  that  in  1888,  when  he  was  a  candi- 
date again,  against  Wallace  Sparks,  he  received 
one  hundred  and  seventy-six  majority.  In  his 
connection  with  this  office  he  has  been  an  efficient 
officer. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hulett  was  celebrated  No- 
vember 16,  1869,  with  Miss  Emma  Webster,  daugh- 
ter of  Taylor  W.  and  Lovia  (Powers)  Webster,  who 
came  to  Montgomery  County  from  Ohio,  and  car- 
ried on  a  successful  mercantile  business  at  Ladoga 
for  many  years,  and  there  the  father  died  in  1866. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hulett  is  composed 
of  four  interesting  children:  Maud,  Edith,  Edna 
and  Lillian.  Harry  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  107  West 
College  Street,  in  Crawfordsville.  Mr.  Hulett  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons, 
having  attained  the  degree  of  Knight  Templar,  and 
has  passed  the  chairs  in  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Red  Men,  and  in  all  has 
been  a  highly  valued  member.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church  and  stand  well 
in  the  city  in  every  way. 


g-9   «    . 
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ylLLIAM  M.  RICE  is  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful representative  of  the  agricultural 
class  of  Fountain  County.  He  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Newtown,  where  he  has  a  large  number  of 
sincere  friends,  and  was  born  in  Henry  County, 
Ky.,  in  1812,  being  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children  born  to  Jonathan  and  Rebecca  (Reynols) 
Rice,  who  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  born  in  1790 
and  1785,  respectively.  Jonathan  and  Rebecca 
Rice  were  married  in  Kentucky,  just  prior  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  War  of  1812.     When  the  war 


was  declared,  Mr.  Rice  enlisted,  but  served  only 
the  brief  time  of  sixty  days.  After  returning  home, 
Jonathan  and  his,  wife  settled  down  to  a  quiet 
and  happy  life  in  the  forests  of  Kentucky,  where 
they  lived  until  1829,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
thej'  emigrated  to  Indiana,  and  located  near  Wave- 
land,  Montgomeiy  County.  Here  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  heavy  timberland, 
all  of  which  he  lived  to  see  cleared  and  cultivated 
by  his  children.  He  was  a  master  mechanic  and 
worked  at  his  trade  the  greater  part  of  his  time. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were  of 
English  and  German  ancestry,  respectively,  the 
former,  William  Rice,  coming  to  America,  where 
he  became  a  brave  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  His  great-grandparents  were  natives  of  the 
Old  Dominion,  and  moved  from  there  to  Kentucky 
with  pack-mules  at  an  early  day.  Mr.  Rice  of 
this  sketch  was  married  in  this  county  in  1834 
to  Miss  Catherine  Staunton,  who  lived  but  a  little 
more  than  one  year.  In  1836,  he  came  to  Foun- 
tain Count}',  having  that  year  married  Miss  Mary, 
the  daughter  of  William  Stevens.  To  them  were 
born  six  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years;  they  were  Elizabeth,  wife  of  N.Johnson;  Ra- 
chel, the  widow  of  Fielding  Slusher,  by  whom  she 
had  two  children;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  John  Gebhart; 
Jonathan,  deceased;  William  P.,  also  deceased;  and 
George. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Rice  farmed  successfully, 
and  purchased  and  disposed  of  stock,  in  which  he 
was  greatly  profited.  About  the  year  1844  he  en- 
gaged in  driving  stock  to  Wisconsin,  in  this  way 
aiding  the  State  in  her  transactions  in  that  line. 
He  engaged  in  merchandising,  which  he  followed 
until  1880  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  selling 
immense  quantities  for  some  years.  He  now  owns 
almost  a  section  of  land  in  this  county,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  ambitious  and  persevering 
citizens  of  the  vicinity.  His  father  located  and 
died  in  Illinois,  near  Kankakee.  He  was  married 
a  second  time,  in  1836,  to  Miss  Mitchell,  by  whom 
he  had  nine  children,  thus  making  him  the  father 
of  twenty  children. 

Isaac  Rice,  a  general  merchant  of  Newtown,  and 
brother  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Ky.,  in  1821, 
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and  in  1829  came  to  Montgomery  County,  where 
he  lived  for  eleven  years.  He  then  located  near 
Newtown,  and  has  made  his  home  in  this  county 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  a  period  of  three 
years.  He  was  married  in  1841  to  Miss  Margaret 
Stevens,  who  bore  him  four  children,  only  one  of 
whom  is  living.  These  children  were  Abednego, 
who  died  and  left  cue  child;  Hattie  C;  Mehitable, 
who  married  John  Voliva,  and  is  now  deceased;  and 
Rebecca,  widow  of  Isah  .Tones,  and  the  mother  of 
four  children.  Mr.  Rice  was  appointed  Sheriff  of 
Fountain  County  about  1857,  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term  of  his  brother  James.  He  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising in  1868,  in  partnership  with  his 
brorther,  and  has  continued  in  that  business  since. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  they  have  worked  faithfully  for  many 
years.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  "Watt 
Detective  Association.  In  politics,  he  is  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  principles  and  platform, 
and  has  been  all  his  life.  Honest,  upright  and 
liberal  to  a  fault,  he  is  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  know  him.  Socially,  our  sub- 
ject is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  has  been  for  fifty  j'ears. 


ia^^ 


H.  W.  McKEY,  M.  D.,  whose  home  is  on 
section  16,  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Parke 
County,  studied  medicine  with  his  father, 
who  was  also  a  physician,  and  in  addition 
to  that  learned  dentistry  under  Dr.  McMillan,  of 
Clinton,  but  on  account  of  poor  health  was 
obliged  to  abandon  professional  work  for  a  time. 
Of  late  years  he  has  practiced  medicine,  principally 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  Since  1867, 
he  has  resided  on  his  farm,  which  comprises  ninety- 
six  acres.  He  also  owns  another  tract  of  seventy 
acres,  both  places  being  well  improved  and  de- 
veloped. For  six  years  he  served  his  township  as 
Trustee,  and  hasalw.iys  been  found  on  the  side  of 
progress.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  since  which  time  he  has  firmly  stood  by 


the  Republican  party.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  which  or- 
ganization he  joined  about  thirty  years  ago  at 
Harveysburg,  and  afterward  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  o  the  lodges  of  Annapolis  and  Marshall. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  P3'thias  at  King- 
man. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Monroe  County.  Tenn., 
July  4,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Elias  and  Mary  (Har- 
rison) McKey.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Hiekey)  McKey, 
the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  of  Scotch- 
Irish  parentage.  His  general  occupation  through 
life  was  that  of  a  farmer.  He  removed  to  Tennes- 
see, later  to  Indiana,  and  finally  to  Platte  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  died.  He  reared  a  famil3*  of  eight 
children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  only  two 
of  whom  are  now  living.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Whig  and  a  strong  Anti-Slavery  man.  Our  sub- 
ject's father  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1804;  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Tennessee,  and  there 
married  the  daughter  of  Greenwood  Harrison. 
She  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1804,  there  being 
only  a  few  months'  difference  between  her  age  and 
that  of  her  husband.  In  1829,  Elias  McKey  emi- 
grated to  Indiana,  locating  at  Crawfordsville, 
Montgomery  County,  where  for  a  few  years  he 
followed  his  trade  of  a  carpenter.  Becoming- 
more  ambitious,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  Dr.  Thomas  Currey.  In  1 839  he  removed 
to  Annapolis,  Parke  County,  where  he  followed  his 
profession  until  his  death,  in  1860.  He  had  a  wide 
practice  in  the  northern  part  of  the  count}'  and  was 
favorably  known.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  wasformeily 
a  Whig  and  afterward  became  a  Republican.  In 
the  early  days  he  was  in  the  Land  Office  of  Craw- 
fordsville. and  was  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Montgomery 
County  at  one  time.  He  was  a  good  citizen  and 
took  up  arms  in  the  defense  of  the  pioneers  during 
the  Black  Hawk  War. 

Elias  and  Mary  McKey  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children:  Minerva  G.,  who  died;  Harriet  C,  wife 
of  George  W.  Maris;  Susan,  deceased,  wife  of  A. 
T.  Kelly;  Catherine  C,  who  first  married  Scott 
Stanley,  and  afterward  became  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Branson;  Elzina,  who  died  while  young;  our  sub- 
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ject,  the  third  in  order  of  birth;  and  the  others, 
James  B.,  Daniel  W.,  Phineas  and  Erasmus,  who 
are  all  deceased. 

When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  started  out  to  make  his  own  livelihood, 
though  he  resided  under  the  parental  roof  until 
his  marriage.  He  received  a  good  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  Bloom  ingdale  Academy,  where  he  pre- 
pared himself  for  a  teacher,  and  afterwards  taught 
for  about  twelve  terms  in  Parke  County.  At  the 
time  of  the  war  he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  An- 
napolis, and  there  being  so  much  demand  for  ph}'- 
siciansand  surgeons,  he  concluded  to  become  one 
himself,  and  after  finishing  his  studies,  as  related 
above,  came  in  1867  to  his  present  home,  where 
he  has  built  up  a  good  practice  and  an  enviable 
reputation. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  McKey  was  celebrated  in 
1860  with  Patience  P.  Andrews,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  Phineas  (deceased), 
Frank  E.,  Grace  G.,  John  S.,  and  Edgar  L.,  de- 
ceased. After  the  death  of  Mrs.  McKey,  the  Doctor 
wedded  Martha  E.  Musgrove,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  Lizzie,  who  died  in  infancy.  After  her 
death,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Towell. 

Mr.  McKey  was  born  in  Parke  County,  and  is 
the  mother  of  three  children:  George  W.  (de- 
ceased), A.  D.  and  Mary  A.  The  family  is  held  in 
the  highest  regard  in  this  vicinity,  where  they  all 
number  many  warm  friends. 


~^~ 


fll  fi»I  LL] A  MW.  JOHNSON,  a  prominent  farmer 
\/iJl  an<^  stock-raiser,  and  an  honored  citizen  of 
Wvl  Montgomery  County,  residing  on  section 
6,  Walnut  Township,  controls  large  and  valuable 
farming  interests  and  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
men  of  his  calling  in  this  portion  of  the  State.  He 
is  descended  from  one  of  the  early  pioneer  families 
of  Ohio  and  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  that 
State,  twelve  miles  from  the  town  of  Wilmington, 
June  12,   1836.     His  father,  Robert  W.  Johnson, 


was  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Highland 
County,  October  15,  1811,  his  father,  William 
Johnson,  who  was  reared  in  Virginia,  having  been 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  county.  He  was 
a  Quaker  in  religion.  He  married  Mary  Walkms, 
and  they  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  the  seventh  in  order 
of  birth. 

Robert  W.  Johnson  grew  to  man's  estate  amid 
pioneer  environments  in  the  county  of  his  nativity, 
and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Salina  McCoy,  a 
daughter  of  Arthur  McCoy.  The  McCoys  were 
from  Virginia  and  were  early  settlers  in  Highland 
County.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Johnson  first  lo- 
cated in  Clinton  County,  in  the  State  of  his  birth, 
and  engaged  in  farming  there  until  18-49,  when  he 
left  Ohio  for  Indiana  with  his  wife  and  children, 
performing  the  journey  to  their  destination  in 
Walnut  Township  with  wagons.  Heand  his  family 
were  not  pleased  with  the  aspect  of  the  countr}-, 
which  was  but  partially  developed  and  still  retained 
much  of  its  primitive  wildness,  and  they  moved 
to  Peoria  County,  111.  They  were  not  an}'  better 
satisfied  with  the  condition  of  the  couiitr}'  there, 
and  coming  back  to  this  count}'  for  a  load  of  goods 
that  had  been  left  behind,  they  decided  to  stay 
here  a  while  before  returning  to  their  old  home  in 
Ohio.  That  winter,  however,  Mr.  Johnson  bought 
land,  upon  which  the  family  settled  in  the  spring, 
and  after  that  there  was  no  thought  of  return. 
Mr.  Johnson's  first  purchase  was  an  eighty-acre 
tract  of  land  in  the  timber,  of  which  thirty  acres 
had  been  cleared.  He  lived  thereon  until  1858, 
when  he  bought  another  place  of  like  size  one  mile 
west  of  where  he  originally  located.  There  his 
busy  and  honorable  life  was  prolonged  until  March 
23,  1886,  when  he  passed  away.  He  was  one  of 
the  upbuilders  of  the  township  and  county  and 
acquired  a  comfortable  propert}'  while  helping  to 
develop  the  agricultural  resources  of  this  region, 
although  he  began  with  a  small  capital — not  more 
than  #200.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his  younger  days, 
but  after  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  that  and  remained 
one  of  its  stanch  est  supporters  until  the  day  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  Quaker  by  birth,  but  did  not 
continue  in   the  faith  of    his    fathers.     His    good 
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wife  survives  him  at  a  venerable  age.  They  had 
four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  one  son  and  one  daughter  grew  to  maturity. 
Mary  Jane,  who  was  the  wife  of  William  A.  Dice, 
of  Walnut  Township,  died  at  the  age  of  forty-one; 
Sarah  Ann  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  and 
George  W.  died  when  two  years  old. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  son  and  child  of  his  moth- 
er's old  age.  He  was  an  active,  intelligent  lad  of 
fourteen  years  when  the  family  settled  in  this 
county.  He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and 
was  well  grounded  in  agricultural  pursuits  ere  he 
had  attained  manhood.  He  remained  on  the  old 
homestead  to  help  in  its  management  until  his 
marriage,  in  the  spring  of  1860,  when  he  located 
on  the  farm  upon  which  William  A.  Dice  now 
lives.  He  remained  upon  that  five  years  and  then 
took  possession  of  his  present  farm,  which  then 
comprised  but  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  of 
which  only  forty  acres  were  cleared  from  the  for- 
est growth  that  originally  covered  this  region.  In 
conducting  his  farming  operations  he  early  showed 
himself  to  be  a  wide-awake,  clear-headed  farmer, 
ready  to  adopt  new  methods  of  agriculture  if  feas- 
ible, and  keeping  pace  with  the  times  in  all  things, 
besides  being  a  thorough  man  of  business,  who, 
while  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  had  become  one 
of  the  most  substantial  and  well-to-do  citizens  of 
Walnut  Township.  He  formerly  owned  eight  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres  of  land,  including  real  estate 
in  Kansas,  and  had  four  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
here  until  he  deeded  a  quarter-section  to  his  daugh- 
ter in  the  fall  of  1890.  He  also  has  valuable  real 
estate  in  Chicago.  His  land  is  all  well  improved 
and  in  a  fine  condition  as  to  cultivation,  and  this 
is  one  of  the  best-equipped  farms  in  this  vicinity. 
Ample  buildings  for  every  needed  purpose  add 
greatly  to  the  value  of  the  place,  and  include  a 
neat  and  commodious  frame  dwelling,  erected  in 
1875.  Mr.  Johnson  raises  a  good  deal  of  stock, 
all  of  standard  breeds,  and  he  has  a  fine  herd  of 
Shorthorn  cattle. 

Our  subject  is  a  high-minded,  candid,  even- 
tempered  gentleman,  endowed  with  a  firm  charac- 
ter, a  tenacious  will  and  pleasant  social  qualities, 
and  he  is  sincerely  esteemed  by  the  entire  commu- 
nity where  he  has  lived  as  boy  and  man  for  so  many 


years.  In  him  the  Christian  Church  finds  a  devoted 
member,  one  who  has  borne  an  active  part  in  ad- 
vancing its  interests  and  in  the  upbuilding  of 
Union  Chapel,  its  house  of  worship.  In  politics 
he  is  a  sound  Republican  and  a  strong  advocate 
of  party  principles. 

April  18,  1860,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnson 
with  Elizabeth  Jane,  daughter  of  Harrison  and 
Eliza  (Covington)  Linn,  was  solemnized.  Her 
parents  came  here  from  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and 
were  early  settlers  in  this  country.  Mrs.  Johnson 
is  a  woman  of  fine  personal  attributes,  who  has 
sustained  her  relations  as  wife,  mother  and  friend 
with  true  grace  and  dignity.  She  is  a  Christian  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  and  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  wedded 
life  with  our  subject  was  hallowed  to  them  by 
the  birth  of  two  children:  Anna' May  and  Robert 
Grant.  The  daughter  only  is  left  to  be  their  sol- 
ace in  their  declining  years.  She  was  born  March 
28,  1862,  was  educated  at  the  Lagoda  Normal 
School,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  William  B.  Dice,  a 
farmer  living  in  Walnut  Township,  south  of  Mace, 
and  a  son  of  Christopher  Dice. 

Robert  Grant  Johnson,  the  beloved  son  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  whose  bright  young  life  was 
seemingly  so  untimely  closed  by  his  death  in  the 
opening  years  of  a  glorious  manhood  that  held 
great  promise  of  future  distinction,  was  born  in 
Walnut  Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  May 
23,  1865.  He  early  showed  scholarly  tastes  and 
in  the  district  school,  where  he  obtained  the  pre- 
liminaries of  his  education,  he  was  particularly 
noted  for  his  studious  habits  and  remarkable  fac- 
ulty for  memorizing.  He  was  always  a  favorite  at 
the  Friday  "dress  parades"  in  the  schoolroom,  his 
talents  as  an  amateur  speaker  contributing  much 
to  their  success  and  enjoyment.  He  was  a  great 
reader,  especially  of  history  and  books  of  travel, 
and  when  only  a  small  boy  was  master  of  Dick- 
ens' "Child's  History  of  England." 

With  such  a  mind  and  a  deep-seated  longing  for 
higher  culture,  young  Johnson  naturally  became 
restless  and  dissatisfied  with  farm  life,  and  while 
toiling  in  the  fields  in  the  hot  sun  his  busy 
thoughts  were  far  away  in  the  city,  dwelling  upon 
more  congenial  avocations,     He  was  sixteen  vears 
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old  when  his  cousins  from  college  came  to  see  him, 
and  from  listening  to  their  account  of  college  life 
he  first  began  to  definitelj'  shape  his  resolution  to 
obtain  a  college  education.  He  told  his  parents  of 
his  determination  to  leave  the  farm  and  fit  himself 
for  a  profession,  and  as  they  highly  approved  of  his 
plans,  he  met  with  substantial  encouragement.  In 
the  fall  of  1883  he  entered  the  De  Pauw  University 
at  Greencastle,  and  showed  his  capacity  by  doing 
two  years  of  preparatory  work  in  one,  winning 
high  rank  for  brilliant  scholarship.  In  his  fresh- 
man year  he  became  a  member  of  the  Delta  Kappa 
Epsita  College  Fraternity,  and  bore  a  conspicuous 
part  in  its  proceedings  while  he  remained  in  the 
university.  He  became  famous  among  his  fellow- 
students  for  his  oratorical  powers,  won  the  first 
prize  in  declamation  over  the  sophomore  and  jun- 
ior contestants,  and  was  thenceforth  recognized  as 
a  formidable  foe  in  debates.  Gifted  with  a  voice 
of  remarkable  richness  and  strength,  which  he  as- 
siduously cultivated,  and  having  an  earnest  and 
direct  style  of  speaking,  he  always  made  a  good 
impression.  He  took  the  first  prize  at  the  Inter- 
State  Oratorical  Contest  at  Greencastle  in  1888, 
delivering  a  speech  on  "Principles  of  Political 
Parties,"  which  won  high  encomiums, not  only  on 
account  of  its  magnificent  delivery,  but  for  the 
subject  matter  contained  therein,  which  was  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  the  political  outlook  of  Indiana 
at  that  time. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  university  in 
1888,  Robert  Johnson  devoted  his  talents  as  an 
orator  to  the  service  of  the  Republican  party  in 
the  campaign  of  1888,  and  created  a  very  favorable 
impression  wherever  he  spoke.  As  soon  as  elec- 
tion was  over  he  went  to  Chicago  and  found  em- 
ployment as  a  newspaper  reporter.  But  he  had  a 
preference  for  the  legal  profession  and  a  few 
months  later  he  began  his  preparatory  studies  in 
the  law  office  of  Sheldon  it  Sheldon.  In  the  fall 
of  1889  he  entered  the  senior  class  of  the  Chicago 
College  of  Law,  from  which  he  was  graduated  the 
following  .Tunc  with  high  honors,  receiving  the 
prize  of  #50  for  the  best  essay.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Par  and  took  a  position  as  managing  clerk 
fur  Sheldon  &■  Sheldon,  with  whom  he  had  learned 
the  principles  of  law,     lint  he  was  not  destiued  to 


attain  the  realization  of  his  ambition  to  become  a 
great  lawyer,  for  the  career  begun  with  such  fair 
prospects  was  soon  clouded  by  his  illness,  and 
though  he  was  taken  to  his  home,  where  the  most 
tender  care  was  bestowed  upon  him,  he  was  unable 
to  rally  and  died  June  13,  1891.  His  death  was 
the  source  of  great  grief  to  his  parents  and  sister, 
who  had  watched  his  course  with  loving  pride, 
but  their  sorrow  is  tempered  with  resignation  born 
of  their  firm  religious  faith  in  an  all-loving  Father, 
who  still  cherishes  the  noble  life  thus  well  begun 
and  has  but  called  it  to  "broader  fields  of  action 
and  duty,  where  nobier  struggles  shall  tax  the 
strength  and  more  precious  crowns  award  the  vic- 
tor, where  the  hopes  and  dreams  of  earth  shall  be 
turned  to  sight,  and  the  broken  circles  of  life  be 
rounded  to  the  perfect  orb." 


Jf|  OIIN  W.  UTTERBACK,a  prosperous  farmer, 
and  Town  Trustee  of  Coal  Creek  Township, 
I    Montgomery  Countj^Ind.,  was  born,  reared 
. f)    and  married  in  the  county  where  he  now 

resides,  and  where  he  is  highly  esteemed  as  an  hon- 
orable, upright  man,  and  law-abiding  citizen.  Mr. 
Utterback,  who  is  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  was 
born  in  1850.  He  is  the  eldest  son  and  third  child 
in  a  family  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  lived 
to  adult  age. 

Susan,  the  eldest-born,  is  the  widow  of  Abraham 
Waiiiscott,  and  now  resides  in  Illinois;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  W.  M.  Howard,  of  Crawfordsville;  next  in 
the  order  of  birth  conies  our  subject,  John;  then 
Virinda,  wife  of  Jasper  Hashbarger,  of  Illinois; 
Sanford,  Stephen  and  James,  the  three  last  named 
all  being  residents  of  the  county.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  these  brothers  and  sisters,  Thomp- 
son Utterback,  was  born  in  the  South,  probably  in 
the  good  old  State  of  Virginia,  and  history  records 
that  he  was  descended  from  Scotch  ancestors. 
William  and  Keziah  (Walton)  Utterback,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  early  settlers  in  Mont- 


A 


<LjU 


&A'Go>TLCA-i,  v/ftS-     UlsOC- 


•~Ls 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


195 


gomery  County  and  are  numbered  among  the  rep- 
resentative pioneers  of  the  State.  They  are  both 
living,  and  still  remain  in  the  same  locality  where 
they  began  their  happy  married  life.  The  father 
was  born  in  1817,  near  Culpeper,Ya.  The  mother's 
birthplace  and  lifetime  home  arc  in  the  same  State 
and  county  where  she  now  resides. 

John  Utterback  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  county.  He  was  reared  to 
habits  of  industry  and  was  early  taught  the  lessons 
of  self-reliance  which  have  materially  aided  him  in 
his  upward  progress  in  life.  In  1872,  about  one 
year  after  attaining  his  majority,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Miller,  daugh- 
ter of  Irvin  Miller,  of  Coal  Creek.  A  score  of  years 
have  fled  swiftly  away,  and  the  good  wishes,  so 
abundantly  showered  upon  the  bride  and  groom 
full  twenty  years  ago,  seem  to  have  been  realized. 
Beginning  life  for  himself,  Mr.  Utterback  had  as 
capital  practical  ability,  which,  engineered  Ixy  pru- 
dent judgment,  has  yielded  him  good  returns. 
Our  subject  owns  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
valuable  land,  which  he  has  finely  improved.  Aside 
from  general  agriculture,  Mr.  Utterback  raises  more 
or  less  live-stock,  and  as  a  progressive  man  is 
greatly  interested  in  the  rapid  advance  of  farming 
methods  and  facilities.  The  homestead  has  been 
greatly  beautified  of  late  by  the  erection  thereon 
of  a  handsome  and  commodious  residence,  which 
replaced  the  more  humble  home  of  earl}'  3^ears. 

The  farmers  of  our  country  are  among  the  most 
important  factors  in  the  rise  and  progress  of  na- 
tional success.  Well  realizing  this  fact,  our  subject 
gives  intelligent  and  earnest  heed  to  the  political 
questions  of  the  day.  He  is  an  active  Democrat, 
and  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  party. 
Elected  to  the  official  position  of  Town  Trustee  of 
Coal  Creek  in  1888,  he  so  well  performed  the  du- 
ties entrusted  to  him,  that  in  1890  he  was  re-elected 
and  is  now  an  incumbent  of  the  office. 

Few  citizens  of  Montgomery  County  have  a 
larger  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintance  than  Mr. 
Utterback,  whose  business  and  family  interests 
have  always  centered  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
State.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  whose  teachings  he  was  firmly  grounded 
in  early  youth.     Mrs.  Utterback  is  a  communicant 


of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  although 
our  subject  and  his  wife  hold  some  difference  of 
opinion  upon  doctrinal  points,  they  are  united  in 
the  common  desire  to  work  for  the  best  interests 
of  religion  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  Utterback  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  or- 
der, is  fraternally  associated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  National 
Detective  Association. 


!<_     ARRISON  J.  RICE,  M.  D.,  who  lives  in  an 

ifjli  elegant  home,  surrounded  by  the  comforts 

ill    J// 

M±#f     of    life,  is  a  resident  of    Rockville,  Parke 

*8s^  County.  For  the  reason  that  he  is  now 
approaching  his  three-score  years  and  ten,  the  Doc- 
tor is,  in  a  manner,  retired  from  active  practice, 
and  with  his  loving  wife  is  now  in  the  enjo3-ment 
of  his  well-earned  rest. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Shelb}-  County,  Ky.,  Au- 
gust 25,  1823,  and,  as  the  name  would  seem  to  in- 
dicate, he  is  of  German  origin.  More  than  one  hun- 
dred years  ago  Daniel  Rice,  his  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, settled  in  Washington  Count}-,  Pa.,  then  a 
part  of  Virginia.  There  in  the  wilderness,  with 
the  help  of  other  kindred  spirits,  he  erected  Ft. 
Rice.  Hardy  and  bold  were  the  men  who  faced 
the  trials  and  dangers  of  that  daj',  and  often  were 
they  called  upon  to  do  battle  with  their  savage  foes, 
who  roamed  the  neighboring  forests.  In  these  fierce 
contests  Daniel  Rice  was  ever  ready  to  take  an  ac- 
tive part,  and  by  his  bravery  won  considerable  rep- 
utation. In  this  fort,  about  the  year  1796,  was  born 
to  him  a  son,  Isaac,  who  afterward  became  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject.  Amid  these  rugged  surround- 
ings, Isaac  Rice  grew  up  tall,  deep-chested  and 
strong.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  became 
very  proficient,  so  much  so  indeed  that  he  could 
upon  demand  turn  out  with  equal  facility  a  house 
or  mill,  a  bridge  or  boat,  a  cradle  or  a  coffin.  In 
earls'  manhood    he    emigrated  to  Shelby  County, 
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Ky.,  where  he  married  Miss  Narcissa,  daughter  of 
James  Allen,  who  came  from  Rockbridge  County, 
Va. 

In  the  year  1827,  Daniel  Rice  came  to  Indiana, 
locating  in  Montgomery  County,  where  he  entered 
a  piece  of  land  one  mile  north  of  where  Waveland 
now  stands.  At  once  he  proceeded  to  the  task  of 
making  a  home  for  his  wife  and  little  ones,  and 
on  that  farm  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  and 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  many  of  whom 
have  since  won  honors  and  distinction  in  the  com- 
munities where  they  have  resided.  Six  of  these 
are  still  living:  Harrison  J.,  our  subject;  James 
M.,  a  highly  respected,  honorable,  Christian  gen- 
tleman, who  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead  near 
Waveland;  Hon.  Thomas  N.,  of  Rockville,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Levi  Sidwell,  a  retired  merchant  of 
Rockville;  A.  Alexander,  one  of  La  Fayette's  prom- 
inent attorneys;  and  Dr.  John  T,  who  stands  high 
in  his  profession  at  Attica,  Ind.,  and  is  surgeon  of 
the  Wabash  and  Illinois  Central  Railroads. 

Political^,  Isaac  Rice  was  a  Whig  and  a  life- 
long follower  of  Henry  Clay.  For  many  years 
prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  January  11, 
1852,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
As  a  citizen  and  neighbor,  he  stood  well  in  the 
community,  but  it  was  particularly  in  the  home 
that  his  best  qualities  were  seen.  It  was  his  great- 
est pleasure  to  use  his  utmost  efforts  in  directing 
the  moral  and  intellectual  training  of  his  children, 
and  though  he  was  not  permitted  to  see  the  fruits 
of  his  labors  to  any  great  extent,  the  good  he  has 
done  lives  after  him. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Dr.  Harrison  J.  Rice  were 
similar  to  those  of  other  farmer  lads  of  his  time. 
During  most  of  the  year,  he  worked  hard  upon  the 
farm,  and  attended  a  short  term  of  school  in  the 
winter.  He  had  a  receptive  mind,  however,  and 
made  the  most  of  the  scanty  educational  advanta- 
ges afforded  by  the  primitive  log  schoolhouse. 
Later,  he  entered  Wabash  College,  at  Crawfords- 
ville,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and 
there  gained  a  fair  knowledge  of  Latin,  Greek  and 
the  higher  mathematics.  About  the  year  1815,  Mr. 
Rice  determined  to  adopt  the  medical  profession, 
and  accordingly  came  to  Rockville,  entering  the 


office  of  his  uncle,  Dr.  James  L.  Allen,  as  a  stu- 
dent. Dr.  Allen  was  a  man  of  great  skill  and  rep- 
utation in  his  profession,  and  performed  amputa- 
tions and  man}'  operations  requiring  great  skill 
long  before  the  discovery  of  anaesthetics.  In  the 
office  of  this  eminent  physician,  the  Doctor  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  professional  and  business  knowl- 
edge which  was  to  serve  him  so  well  in  after  life. 
He  took  his  first  course  of  lectures  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,one  of  his  teachers  being  Samuel  D.  Gross,  the 
"Nestor  of  American  Surgery."  Later  Dr.  Rice 
attended  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadel- 
phia, graduating  from  that  institution  in  1849. 

In  October  of  the  last  mentioned  year,  the  Doc- 
tor married  Miss  Nancy  Moxley,  of  Shelbyville, 
Ky.,  who  was  born  in  Bourbon  County.  Her  fa- 
ther, George  Moxley,  who  came  from  near  Mt.  Ver- 
non, Va.,  was  one  of  the  wealthy  farmers  and 
stock-growers  of  Shelby  County,  Ky.  Mrs.  Rice, 
a  lady  of  slight  ph\rsique  and  domestic  in  her 
tastes,  has  been  of  untold  service  to  her  husband, 
as  she.  is  endowed  with  an  accurate  memory, 
good  judgment  and  great  practical  sense,  which 
have  made  her  a  fitting  helpmate,  and  it  is  but 
proper  and  fair  to  say  that  much  of  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  their  union,  which  has  now  lasted 
more  than  forty-three  years,  has  been  due  to  the 
faithful  and  loving  service  which  she  has  given  to 
her  husband  and  children. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Victoria,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Brown,  a 
printer  at  Rockville;  Henry  Haller,  a  farmer  near 
this  village;  Catherine,  wife  of  Capt.  Frank  Steven- 
son, now  a  prominent  dry-goods  merchant  of  Rock- 
ville, and  lately  the  distinguished  chief  officer  of 
the  Rockville  Light  Artillery,  a  company  which 
under  his  drilling  won  the  first  prize  in  competi- 
tion with  the  crack  companies  of  the  United  States; 
and  Leta,  the  youngest  daughter,  who  died  in  1887 
at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Resides  the  above  named, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  have  reared  and  adopted  the 
child  of  the  former's  sister,  who  is  deceased.  Miss 
Rena  is  a  young  lady  of  rare  literary  attainments, 
and  possesses  many  useful  accomplishments. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  Dr.  Rice  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  late  preceptor,  Dr.  Allen,  and 
upon  the  death  of    the  latter  in    1857   the  former 
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succeeded  to  the  business.  He  rapidly  rose  in  the 
esteem  of  the  people,  as  from  the  first  he  possessed 
in  an  eminent  degree  the  faculty  of  inspiring  his 
patients  with  confidence  in  his  skill.  For  a  period 
of  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  he  maintained  a 
position  of  greater  influence  in  the  profession  than 
any  other  physician  who  has  lived  in  Parke 
County.  He  was  called  to  all  parts  of  this  and  sur- 
roundings counties,  these  distant  trips  frequently 
taxing  his  powers  of  endurance.  From  1860  to  1870, 
prices  were  remunerative,  and  one  fee  of  $1,450 
which  lie  received  was  the  largest  sum  ever  paid 
to  a  physician  of  this  locality  for  services  ren- 
dered in  a  single  case.  During  his  career  he  had 
more  than  twenty  students,  many  of  whom  have 
honored  him  by  rising  to  places  of  distinction. 

For  many  years  Dr.  Rice  has  been  an  active 
worker  in,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of,  the 
Parke  County  Medical  Society.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society,  and  of 
the  Esculapian  Society  of  the  Wabash  Valley.  By 
faithful  labor  and  good  business  management,  he 
has  been  able  to  acquire  a  handsome  property  of 
some  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land,  a  beautiful  home 
in  Rockville,  besides  valuable  property  in  Des- 
Moines( Iowa), and  Chicago.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  years  has  stood  high  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  part}r,  being  an  associate  of  such  men  as 
Wright,  Hendricks,  McDonald  and  Voorhees.  In 
1874  he  was  the  Candidate  of  his  State  for  Congress, 
but  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  district  was  largely 
Republican  at  the  time,  he  failed  of  election.  In  the 
National  Convention  at  St.  Louis,  in  1888,  which 
nominated  Cleveland  for  the  Presidencj',  he  was  a 
member. 

For  years  the  Doctor  was  Master  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  of  Rockville,  and  was  High  Priest  of  the 
chapter.  He  is  also  a  Knight  Templar  and  recip- 
ient of  the  Thirty-third  Degree,  Scottish  Rite. 
Upon  the  occasion  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of 
the  new  courthouse,  September  11,  1879,  he  deliv- 
ered an  eloquent  address.  He  is  a  member  of  and 
faithful  attendant  at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
which,  as  well  as  to  other  churches,  he  is  a  liberal 
contributor.  For  many  years  past  he  has  been 
noted  as  a  fine  marksman  and  an  enthusiastic  sports- 
man, and  one  of  his  favorite  companions  has  been 


Judge  John  W.  Jones,  of  Bowling  Green,  Ky.  The 
Doctor's  home  is  always  open  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  his  many  friends,  whom  he  delights  to 
welcome. 


ig>*<§= 


\]l~-^  ENSLEY&  JOHNS,  attorn eys-at-law  in  the 
[f)V  city  of  Rockville,  Parke  County,  have  a 
llbz'  wide  experience  in  the  practice  of  their 
(§§)}  profession  in  this  county,  having  tried 
cases  in  all  courts,  especially  that  of  the  Probate 
Courts,  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  for  a  num- 
ber of  years. 

Henry  B.  Hensley,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm,  is  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  was  born  No- 
vember 3,  1859,  in  Anderson  County.  His  father, 
Charles  Hensley,  is  a  miller  of  Anderson  County, 
having  learned  the  trade  before  going  to  East 
Tennessee.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Delia  Wil- 
liams, after  which  he  located  in  Knoxville,  and 
later  moved  to  Anderson  County,  where  he  still 
resides.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living  but  two.  During 
the  late  war,  Charles  Hensley  was  a  strong  Union 
man,  and  supported  the  Whig  part}-  with  his  bal- 
lot in  his  early  life,  and  is  now  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican. He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  has  worked  for  many  years.  Fortune 
seems  to  have  favored  him,  for  he  has  always  been 
a  successful  business  man,  and  is  now  comfortably 
situated  in  a  nice  home,  where  he  is  spending  his 
declining  years. 

Receiving  his  education  in  his  native  State, 
Henry  Hensley  in  1879  attended  the  Indiana 
Normal,  at  Valparaiso,  where  he  took  a  general 
course  of  study  for  two  years.  After  leaving  that 
place  he  went  to  the  State  Normal,  at  Terre  Haute, 
and  there  pursued  his  studies,  preparing  himself 
for  the  profession  of  a  teacher.  On  leaving  school, 
he  secured  a  position  as  instructor,  teaching  his 
first  term  before  attending  the  State  Normal.  In 
1882  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Dora  A. 
Lunger,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Harrison  Lunger, 
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of  Parke  County,  Ind.  Mr.  Lunger  was  a  farmer 
of  this  count3',  and  reared  his  daughter  in  the  best 
way  possible,  affording  her  an  education  and  pre- 
paring her  for  making  her  own  way  in  the  world. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hensley  resided  in  Foun- 
tain County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  six 
years.  During  his  sojourn  there  he  was  elected 
Trustee  of  Fulton  Township,  where  he  served  four 
successful  years.  After  he  left  there  he  came  to 
Rockville  and  studied  law  under  Messrs.  Rice  & 
Johnston  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  whicli  time 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  In  January,  1893, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Johns,  and  they 
are  now  carrying  on  their  profession  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  secure  the  patronage  of  numerous 
business  men.  Politically,  Mr.  Hensley  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  is  a  member  of  the  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons;  he  also  is  in  membership  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  has  two  children,  Charles  H.  and 
Lola.  He  is  true  and  devoted  to  his  wife  and 
family, and  self-sacrificing  in  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  duties. 


/^  LEE  OVERPECK.  On  sections  22  and  23, 
(l(  _  of  Adams  Township,  is  situated  one  of  the 
^^Jy  finest  farms  in  Parke  County.  It  comprises 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  well-improved 
land,  and  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  enterpris- 
ing young  farmer  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch.  Through  his  excellent  management  it  has 
been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  sub- 
stantial buildings  have  been  erected,  and  every  acre 
made  to  yield  the  greatest  results  possible.  Mr. 
Overpeek  is  a  man  who  is  devoted  to  his  chosen 
occupation,  keeping  himself  thoroughly  abreast 
with  the  latest  improvements,  and  in  every  way 
displaying  the  enterprise  and  energy  for  whicli  he 
is  well  known. 

Some  mention  of  the  father  of  our  subject  will 
be  of  interest  to  our  readers.  He  was  born  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  March  31,  1832,  and  was  the 
son  of  Valentine  Overpeek,  a  Virginian,  who  accom- 


panied his  parents  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day  and  set- 
tled in  Butler  County,  whence  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  in  1832,  locating  in 
Adams  Township.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  this  portion  of  Indiana,  and  entered  land 
in  Adams  Township,  from  which  he  cleared  away 
the  heavy  forest  growth.  Gradually,  from  the 
wilderness  he  evolved  a  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home,  where  he  passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life. 

George  W.  Overpeek  was  born  in  Ohio,  as  above 
stated,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Adams  Township, 
where  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  locality.  In  1859  he  married  Mal- 
vina  Culver,  who  died  a  short  time  afterward. 
About  that  time  he  located  on  section  23,  Adams 
Township,  and  made  a  purchase  of  land,  which  he 
commenced  to  improve.  His  second  marriage  uni- 
ted him  with  Martha  Ellen,  daughter  of  Charles  L. 
Blake,  and  two  children  were  born  of  the  union, 
but  our  subject  is  now  the  only  survivor.  The 
wife  and  mother  passed  from  earth  on  the  25th  of 
October,  1871.  She  was  a  noble  woman,  sincere 
and  amiable  in  disposition,  and  possessing  a  cul- 
tured mind.  The  third  marriage  of  Mr.  Over- 
peck,  Sr.,  united  him  with  Miss  Mary  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Johnson  Collings.  This  estimable 
woman  died  in  1887. 

In  the  occupation  of  farming  and  stock-raising, 
in  whicli  George  W.  Overpeek  engaged,  he  accu- 
mulated a  competency,  becoming  the  owner  of 
about  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  was 
considered  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  in 
Adams  Township,  and  his  shrewd  business  judg- 
ment resulted  in  the  attainment  of  prosperity. 
Politically,  his  sympathies  were  in  harmony  with 
the  Democratic  party,  with  whicli  he  was  identified 
throughout  his  entire  life.  Throughout  the  county 
he  was  well  known  and  highly  esteemed,  and  it  is 
but  truth  to  say  that  his  friends  were  as  numerous 
as  his  acquaintances.  He  died  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Adams  Township  December  26,  1892,  and  his 
mortal  remains  now  lie  buried  in  the  New  Discov- 
ery Cemetery. 

C.  Lee  Overpeek  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  the  school*  of  Rockville.  His  boyhood  was 
somewhat  uneventfully  passed  in.  a  manner  similar 
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to  that  of  fanner  lads  in  general,  and  no  event  of 
special  interest  occurred  until  his  marriage,  De- 
cember 25,  1890.  He  was  then  united  with  Miss 
Cora,  daughter  of  A.  B.  Collings,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Parke  County,  whose  biographical  sketch 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  Over- 
peck  is  a  cultured  and  accomplished  young  lad}', 
and  is  highly  regarded  in  the  social  circles  of  the 
community.  A  man  of  genuine  public  spirit,  Mr. 
Overpeck  aids  in  every  way  possible  the  progress 
of  the  county  and  the  development  of  local  inter- 
ests. In  his  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Democrat, 
supporting  the  measures  of  that  party  with  his 
usual  enthusiasm. 


*I  oj-  —  —'-'•;•§ 
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'fr^xANIEL  WEBSTER,  one  of  the  wealthy  citi- 
I  JJ)  zens  of  Bridgeton,  and  the  proprietor  of 
}?r  the  Bridgeton  Mills,  was  born  in  Raccoon 
Township,  Parke  County,  Ind.,  about  three  miles 
from  the  village  of  Bridgeton,  March  18,  1830. 
He  was  next  to  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  having  four  brothers  and  two  sisters.  His 
parents  were  Reuben  and  Mary  (Miller)  Webster. 
We  have  been  able  to  ascertain  but  few  facts  rela- 
tive to  the  ancestry  of  this  family.  We  learn, 
however,  that  Samuel  Webster,  the  grandfather 
of  Daniel,  was  a  Scotchman,  and  was  born  in  the 
"land  of  thistles,"  whence  he  emigrated  to  this 
country  about  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Settling  in  Virginia,  he  became  an  extensive  plan- 
ter and  mill-owner,  and  in  the  Old  Dominion 
married  a  lady  who  was  of  Irish  extraction. 

Reuben  Webster  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  He  was  born  in  Virginia  about 
1792,  and  when  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  came 
to  Indiana.  During  the  same  3rear,  however,  he  went 
back  to  his  earljT  home  and  there  married  Miss  Mary 
Miller,  who  was  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Miller,  whose  fore- 
fathers were  of  old  Dutch  stock,  while  his  wife 
traced  her  ancestry  to  Ireland.  Tt  was  many 
generations  ago  that   the    Miller  family    came   to 


this  country  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
some  of  its  representatives  became  prominent  in 
the  Dunkard  Church  and  were  able  preachers  of 
that  faith.  Daniel  Miller,  for  whom  our  subject 
was  named,  was  no  doubt  the  most  prominent  as 
a  preacher.  He  was  a  man  of  great  learning,  and 
it  is  said  that  he  was  one  of  the  best-posted  men 
on  the  Bible  of  his  day  and  generation.  A  son 
of  his,  whose  name  was  also  Daniel,  was  like  his 
father  a  learned  man  and  a  successful  preacher 
also. 

In  1816,  Reuben  Webster  and  his  young  wife 
came  to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
south  of  Bridgeton.  There  the  wife  and  mother 
passed  away  in  1832,  when  Daniel  was  but  two 
years  of  age.  The  father  survived  many  years, 
his  demise  occurring  in  July,  1857.  He  had  been 
three  times  married  and  had  in  all  fourteen  chil- 
dren— seven  by  the  first,  one  by  the  second  and 
six  by  the  third  union.  John,  the  eldest  of  this 
famil}',  died  in  Clay  County  in  1890,  being  then 
about  three-score  and  ten.  Samuel  passed  away  in 
Parke  County,  when  about  fifty-three  years  of  age. 
Reuben  is  a  minister  in  the  Christian  Church  and 
resides  at  Rosedale.  Barbara  married  James 
Crabb,  and  since  his  death  she  has  remained  on  the 
estate  south  of  Bridgeton.  Rhoda  married  Joseph 
Price,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  as  soon  as  large  enough  aided  in  the 
work  of  clearing  the  farm.  His  opportunities  for 
obtaining  an  education  were  extremely  limited,  in 
fact  he  never  went  to  school  more  than  six  months, 
but  he  has  always  been  a  student  in  the  great 
school  of  life,  and  has  been  an  extensive  reader 
and  observer.  It  is  said  of  him  that  years  ago 
when  he  was  a  large  mine-owner,  employing  hun- 
dreds of  hands  and  shipping  coal  throughout  the 
country,  and  consequent^-  owing  large  amounts 
and  having  large  sums  due  him,  if  he  met  a  man 
with  whom  he  had  business  transactions,  he  could 
at  once  tell  him  how  their  account  stood.  At  one 
time  he  met  a  man  in  St.  Louis  with  whom  lie  was 
doing  business.  The  acquaintance  remarked: 
"When  you  go  to  your  office,  send  me  a  statement 
of  my  account  and  I  will  settle  it."  Mr.  Webster 
informed  him  that  he  did   not  have  to  return  to 
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his  office  in  Older  to  secure  a  statement,  as  he 
could  tell  him  then  and  there  how  his  account 
stood  to  a  cent.  This  he  could  do  with  all  men 
with  whom  he  had  business  dealings.  During  all 
the  years  he  was  a  great  mine  operator  he  never 
had  a  strike  or  any  trouble  with  his  miners. 

March  7,  1853,  Mr.  Webster  married  Maria, 
daughter  of  John  Hartman,  a  pioneer  of  Raccoon 
Township,  where  she  was  born.  She  passed  from 
earth  in  1858,  leaving  three  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  John,  a  promi- 
nent farmer  in  Vigo  County;  and  Chauncey,  a  far- 
mer in  Parke  County.  Mr.  Webster  was  married 
again,  choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Nancy,  daughtei 
of  Edward  R.  Crabb,  and  a  niece  of  Peter  B.  Crabb, 
of  Raccoon  Township.  Four  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union.  Amanda  Ellen,  now  Mrs. 
Marcellus  Anderson,  was  giaduated  from  Danville 
College,  and  received  a  medical  education  at  the 
Chicago  Medical  College  and  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  For 
several  years  prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  a  prac- 
ticing physician.  Annie  M.,  also  a  graduate  of 
Danville  College,  has  quite  a  reputation  as  an  art- 
ist. She  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Davy,  Count}'  Sur- 
veyor, residing  at  Lincoln,  111.  Dovie  L.  was 
graduated  from  Danville  College  and  married 
Henry  Anderson,  a  farmer  near  Rockville.  Delia 
May,  who  was  also  educated  at  Danville,  married 
Oliver  Bell,  and  they  reside  with  her  parents  in 
IS  ridge  ton. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Webster  was  spent  in  farm- 
ing, at  which  he  accumulated  a  competency.  For 
fifteen  years  he  was  a  resident  of  Vigo  County, 
and  in  1870  he  opened  up  extensive  coal-mines, 
which  he  operated  for  several  years  and  finally 
sold  at  a  profit  of  more  than  $30,000.  In  1875, 
after  selling  his  mines,  he  and  his  family  made  a 
trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast  and  spent  some  time  in 
travel.  With  several  others,  he  organized  a 
gold  and  silver  mining  company  in  Nevada. 
This  enterprise  did  not  prove  so  profitable  as 
his  coal  mines  had  been,  although  he  still  re- 
tains his  interest  in  it.  In  1882  he  purchased  the 
fiouring-millat  Bridgeton,  paying  $15,000  in  cash 
for  it,  and  since  that  time  has  devoted  his  atten- 
tion largely   to  its  management.      The    mill  has  a 


capacity  of  one    hundred    barrels  per  day,  and  is 
one  of  the  best  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Webster  was  formerly  a  Demo- 
crat, but  later  became  a  supporter  of  Prohibition 
and  the  People's  party.  At  one  time  he  made  the 
race  for  the  State  Legislature  on  the  Greenback 
ticket.  He  is  a  strong  temperance  man,  and  a 
friend  of  all  enterprises  originated  for  the  welfare 
of  the-  community.  He  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  the  support  of 
which  he  contributes  liberally.  Socially,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Aside 
from  the  interests  mentioned  above,  he  is  engaged 
in  various  other  enterprises  and  as  a  business  man 
has  few  superiors. 


*m  I  p  t  m  I     i  I      <j 


^EORGE  W.  MUTTON  is  an  old  and  highly 
esteemed  resident  of  Montgomery  County, 
who  has  a  fine  farm  on  section  19,  Union 
Township,  and  has  contributed  his  quota  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  farming  and  stock-raising  inter- 
ests of  this  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  Hutton  was  born 
January  18,  1825,  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va., 
near  the  famous  Natural  Bridge.  His  father,  Will- 
iam Hutton,  was  also  a  native  of  that  count}',  born 
June  24,  1777,  of  Irish  parentage.  He  was  one  of 
three  sons,  and  was  married  in  Virginia,  April  16, 
1807,  to  Mary  Cunningham,  who  was  born  in  that 
State,  October  22,  1790.  Mr.  Hutton  continued 
to  reside  in  his  native  county  until  1831,  when  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  and  settled 
among  the  pioneers  of  (ireene  County,  locating 
three  miles  from  Xenia.  He  had  previously  lost 
his  property  in  Virginia  through  going  security 
for  another,  and  had  but  little  besides  his  house- 
hold goods  with  which  to  begin  the  world  anew. 
Three  years  later  he  pushed  further  westward  to 
the  frontier,  coining  to  Indiana,  but  he  was  not 
destined  to  a  long  life  in  his  new  home,  as  he  died 
two  years  after  his  settlement  here,  lie  was  the 
father  of  seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  six 
sons  and  the  daughter  lived   to  maturity.     Three 
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of  tbe  sons,  Jacob,  Samuel  and  George  W.,  are  still 
living,  and  all  three  are  prosperous  fanners  of 
Union  Township. 

After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  mother  cour- 
ageously shouldered  the  burden  of  caring  for  her 
family  and  keeping  it  together,  and  nobly  did  she 
fulfill  her  task,  rearing  her  children  to  good  and 
useful  lives.  The  elder  sons  obtained  a  sawmill 
and  with  the  money  they  made  by  that  they  bought 
land,  and  soon  the  family  got  a  good  foothold. 
Our  subject  was  nine  years  old  when  they  came  to 
Indiana.  His  educational  advantages  were  limited, 
as  a  good  school  system  had  not  been  introduced 
at  that  early  period  in  the  settlement  of  the  State. 
He  remained  with  his  mother  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  and  then  married  and  located  on  his 
brother's  farm  in  Union  Township.  He  remained 
there  sis  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  bought 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm.  He  only  had 
the  sum  of  $300  with  which  to  pay  for  it.  He  has 
worked  with  untiring  diligence,  has  made  money 
by  his  operations  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  and  has  made  additional  purchases  of  land, 
so  that  his  farm  now  contains  two  hundred  acres. 
The  first  land  that  he  bought  was  cleared,  and  a 
hewn-log  house  and  a  barn  of  the  same  description 
stood  on  the  place.  Mr.  Hutton  lived  in  the  log 
house  until  the  spring  of  1879,  when  he  erected  a 
large  and  conveniently  arranged  residence  at  a 
cost  of  $2,000,  and  he  has  substantial  out-build- 
ings  for  every  needed  purpose,  everything  about 
the  place  betokening  neatness,  thrift  and  good 
care  on  the  part  of  the  owner. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  was  solemnized 
March  5,  1846,  Miss  Minerva  McDaniel,  a  daughter 
of  John  McDaniel,  becoming  his  wife.  She  was 
born  September  4,  1824,  and  died  March  17,  1874, 
leaving  behind  her  a  worthy  life  record  in  all  the 
relations  that  she  bore  to  others.  Mr.  Hutton  was 
married  to  his  present  estimable  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Mary  E.  Deitrick,  March  25,  1875.  Her  pa- 
rents were  Michael  and  Martha  Deitrick,  who  lived 
in  Rockbridge  County,  Va.  Her  father  had  plann- 
ed to  move  from  that  State  to  Indiana,  but  died 
while  lie  was  making  arrangements  for  removal, 
and  his  family  subsequently  came  to  Indiana  and 
settled  in  this  township. 


Mr.  Hutton  has  had  three  children,  of  whom  his 
daughter  Martha  E.  is  the  only  survivor.  She  was 
born  October  12,  1861,  and  April  18,  1878,  was 
married  to  Cyrus  Wray,  a  farmer  of  this  township, 
and  they  have  two  children:  George  and  Samuel. 
Mr.  Hutton  had  the  sad  misfortune  to  lose  his  two 
sons,  who  were  promising  young  men,  by  their  un- 
timely death.  William  P.,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 23,  1847,  died  August  14,  1873.  Tilman  H., 
who  was  born  October  15,  1851,  died  January  10, 
1873.  William  left  a  wife  and  three  children. 
His  eldest  son,  Quincy  M.,  was  reared  by  our  sub- 
ject, with  whom  he  still  resides  with  his  wife,  for- 
merly Miss  Coray  May  Rogers.  William's  son, 
George  W.,  is  a  farmer  in  this  count}',  and  his 
daughter,  Myrtle  B.,  lives  with  her  uncle,  Joseph 
Hall. 

Our  subject  has  lead  an  irreproachable,  upright 
life,  and  his  neighbors  and  associates  hold  him  in 
high  estimation.  He  has  belonged  to  the  Christian 
Church  for  thirty-five  years,  had  previously 
belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  its  upbuilding, 
both  as  regards  his  generous  contributions  and  the 
work  he  has  done  within  the  fold.  His  present 
wife  has  held  membership  in  the  Christian  Church 
for  thirty-five  years,  and  he  is  an  officer  of  the 
Church  with  which  he  is  personally  identified,  and 
which  worships  at  Young's  Chapel.  He  is  a  sound 
Republican  and  always  votes  with  his  party  on 
national  questions,  but  in  local  elections  he  votes 
for  the  best  men. 


£+^ 


\j]  SAAC  F.  WADE,  one   of   the   most  respected 
I     and  best-known  of  the  business  men  of  Craw- 
/i\    fordsville,  is  the  gentleman   whose  sketch  is 
given  to  the  public  at  this  writing. 

Isaac  Wade,  like  many  more  of  the  best  men  in 
Indiana,  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  Butler  County,  Jan- 
uary 9,  1811.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  C.  and 
Sally  (Ferris)  Wade.  His  mother  had  been  born 
in    Connecticut,   and    his    father  was    a  native  of 
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Maryland,  although  he  was  reared  in  Virginia, and 
met  his  wife  and  married  in  Ohio.  In  1788,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  he  came  to  Ohio  and 
first  settled  at  Columbia.  His  father  had  died 
when  he  was  three  years  old,  and  he,  Thomas, 
joined  with  men  who  came  from  New  Jersey  and 
secured  a  large  tract  in  the  Northwest  Territory. 
He  settled  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami,  near 
where  the  town  of  Columbia  is  located,  but  in 
1800  he  removed  to  Butler  County,  on  the  Big 
Miami.  His  death  occurred  in  1826.  He  was  a 
man  of  force  and  spirit,  and  was  also  of  an  ad- 
venturous mind,  probably  inheriting  some  of  his 
daring  from  an  ancestor,  Gen.  Wade,  who  was 
a  civil  engineer  under  King  James  the  First. 

Isaac  grew  up  in  Butler  County,  and  in  1831  he 
came  to  Crawfordsville.  He  had  learned  the 
printer's  trade  on  the  Tiller,  of  Cincinnati,  the  first 
agricultural  paper  published  West  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains,  his  cousin,  William  J.  Ferris, 
being  proprietor.  He  also  worked  on  the  Star  at 
Lebanon,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Hamilton, 
where  he  conducted  the  Telegraph.,  a  Jackson  paper. 
Upon  reaching  Crawfordsville  his  first  thought 
was  to  start  a  newspaper,  so  in  company  with 
Charles  S.  Bryant  he  bought  an  outfit,  and  Oc- 
tober 18,  1831,  the  first  issue  of  the  Crawfords- 
ville Record  came  from  the  press. 

Mr.  Bryant  edited  the  paper  for  one  year  and 
then  Mr.  Wade  became  editor  and  issued  it  for 
four  years,  under  many  discouragements,  and  then 
sold  out  to  a  couple  of  men,  one  being  George 
Snyder,  who  now  is  the  editor  of  a  paper  in  James- 
town, Boone  Count3'.  The  Record  was  continued 
for  about  ten  years  and  then  was  discontinued. 
After  selling  his  paper,  our  subject  returned  to 
Ohio  and  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  1836  re- 
turned to  Crawfordsville  to  settle  up  his  accounts, 
and  then  bought  a  stock  of  dry  goods,  but  this 
venture  proved   disastrous. 

Following  this  misfortune,  Mr.  Wade  for  five 
or  six  years  carried  on  farming,  and  in  1848  he 
began  the  making  of  tombstones,  the  first  man  in 
the  county  to  open  such  an  establishment.  At 
first  he  sold  for  parties  in  La  Fayette,  but  soon 
started  an  independent  shop  and  has  continued  at 
this    business   ever   since.     The    marriage  of    Mr. 


Wade  took  place  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  August 
.9,  1832,  to  Alethia  C.  Heaton,  the  daughter  of 
Hon.  James  Heaton,  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
and  afterward  a  State  Senator  of  Ohio,  a  very 
able  man.  Her  death  occurred  a  few  years  later, 
and  Mr.  Wade  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Max- 
well, of  Crawfordsville,  but  she  died  three  mouths 
after  marriage,  in  1855. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Wade  are:  Mary,  Mrs.  Ben 
F.  Storer,  who  lives  at  home;  Harrison,  who  lives 
in  La  Fayette;  William,  a  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court,  who  resides  in  Los  Angeles;  and  Eliza  H, 
Mrs.  I.  N.  Smock,  who  resides  in  Indianapolis. 
Sarah  died  in  Crawfordsville,  in  1884;  Julia 
also  died  in  Crawfordsville;  and  Jane  died  in 
Shelbyville,  Ind.;  one  of  his  children  died  in 
infancy.  The  first  Presidential  vote  cast  by  Mr. 
Wade  was  in  1832  for  Henry  Clay,  and  he  has 
voted  sixteen  times  since  for  the  Presidential  can- 
didate. He  was  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  here  and  for  many  years  had  been 
very  active,  but  some  feeling  grew  up  in  the 
church  which  it  does  not  concern  the  present 
writer  to  discuss,  and  although  Mr.  Wade  did  not 
sever  his  connection  with  the  church  of  his  choice 
and  belief,  he  remained  a  quiet  member  for  a  space 
of  twentj'-one  years.  However,  in  time,  influences 
were  brought  to  bear  that  brought  him  again  into 
active  and  full  participation  in  the  affairs  of  the 
church. 

This  pioneer  settler  and  publisher  of  Crawfords- 
ville is  now  in  his  eighty-third  year,  yet.  a  hale 
old  gentleman  whom  it  is  good  to  meet.  For 
forty-six  years  he  has  been  a  dealer  in  marble 
monuments,  and  his  association  with  this  section 
has  been  a  close  and  peculiar  one.  He  is  affec- 
tionately regarded  by  the  people  for  whom  he  has 
fashioned  the  monuments  which  mark  the  resting- 
places  of  three  generations  of  his  own  associates, 
residents  of  his  beloved  .State  of  Indiana.  Also 
he  is  remembered  as  the  first  one  to  record  the 
happenings  of  the  new  country,  and  although  he 
was  not  financially  successful  his  paper  was  the 
pioneer  in  the  field.  He  gave  the  news  of  sixty 
years  ago,  and  at  that  time  the  happenings  did 
not  seem  any  more  tame  than  do  our  spicy  pages 
of  to-day.     The  readers  were  fewer  and  the  printer 
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was  but  poorly  paid,  but  great  interest  then  was  felt 
in  the  tariff  (that  everlasting  subject),  the  United 
States  Bank,  the  street  tights,  horse  stealings, 
loggings,  house-raisings,  births  and  deaths,  and 
the  movements  of  the  great  people  in  the  United 
States  Capital,  and  all  of  these  interesting  and  ex- 
citing subjects  may  be  read  in  the  file  of  papers 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Wade.  At  that  time  edu- 
cation was  at  a  very  low  ebb  in  the  country  neigh- 
borhoods, and  interest  there  was  taken  only  in 
local  happenings,  and  the  logging-bees  and  house- 
raisings  were  times  for  great  commingling  for  gos- 
sip and  flow  of  conversation.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  the  great  and  good  James  Thompson  founded 
Wabash  College,  and  a  record  of  its  birth  and  in- 
fant struggles  can  be  found  in  the  old  files  of  the 
paper  published  by  our  subject. 


1LAS  PETERSON,  a  representative  citizen 
and  prominent  resident  of  Sugar  Creek 
Township,  has  been  located  in  Montgomery 
County  ever  since  1830.  Growing  from 
childhood  to  mature  years  upright  and  honorable 
in  his  daily  life,  he  early  gained,  and  still  retains, 
the  confidence  of  the  numerous  acquaintances  and 
friends  he  has  throughout  the  State  of  Indiana. 
Occupying  various  positions  of  public  trust,  he  has 
ever  discharged  the  duties  of  each  office  with  en- 
ergy and  ability. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  elected  to  the  office  of  County 
Real-Estate  Appraiser  in  1868,  and  devoted  him- 
self with  impartiality  to  the  work.  In  1876  Mr. 
Peterson  was  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
part}'  for  State  Senator,  and  was  elected  by  an 
overwhelming  majority.  Giving  great  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents  by  the  able  maimer  in  which  he 
handled  the  interests  of  the  district  he  represented, 
he  was  in  1884  unanimously  selected  by  his  party' 
for  a  second  term  of  office,  and  so  great  was  his 
popularity,  that,  although  the  Democrats  lost 
nearly  all  the  elections  that  y'ear  by  the  large  in- 
crease of  Republican  voters,  Mr.  Peterson  was  again 
triumphantly  returned  to  the  Senate. 


The  Hon.  Silas  Peterson  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
was  born  in  1825.  The  records  of  the  family  his- 
tory show  their  name  to  be  well  represented  in 
early  Colonial  times.  Before  the  Revolutionary 
War  there  emigrated  from  Switzerland  to  America 
John  Peterson,  a  man  of  courage,  resolution  and 
integrity,  who  located  with  his  family  in  Hardy 
County,  Va.,  about  1760.  In  the  Old  Dominion 
his  son  John  reared  eight  children,  and  founded 
in  the  New  World  that  branch  of  Petersons  of  which 
our  subject  is  the  direct  descendant.  The  children 
were  Solomon,  the  eldest-born;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  William  Harpool,  of  Madison  County, 
Ohio;  Martin;  Phcebe,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Michael  Coyner,  and  died  in  Clinton  County,  Ind.; 
Jonas,  who  was  born  in  1800;  John;  and  two  who 
died  in  childhood. 

In  1806  John  Peterson  and  his  family  removed 
to  Ross  County,  Ohio,  which  State  had  only  been 
admitted  into  the  Union  four  y'ears  before,  and  was 
yet  scarcely  more  than  a  wilderness.  The  family 
passed  through  the  privations  and  stirring  experi- 
ences peculiar  to  early  pioneer  life  on  the  frontier, 
the  sons  capturing  game  and  killing  wild  animals 
where  now  stand  flourishing  towns  witli  a  popu- 
lous country  all  about  them. 

Solomon  Peterson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Virginia  in  1790,  and  was  therefore 
about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  the  family  emi- 
grated to  the  Buckeye  State.  He  married  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  at  a  very  early  age,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Bowers,  who  became  the  mother  of  five  children, 
all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years.  These  sons 
and  daughters  were,  William;  Samuel;  Mary,  wife 
of  Gustin  Irwin;  Maria,  who  married  William 
Strong,  and  moved  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  still  re- 
sides there;  and  Martin,  the  youngest.  The  mother 
of  these  children  having  died,  the  father  married 
Miss  Wilmena  Walternut,  who  emigrated  from 
Germany  to  this  country  with  her  parents.  By 
this  union  Mr.  Peterson  became  the  father  of  Silas, 
our  subject;  Phcebe,  who  married  Thomas  Gray: 
and  John.  A  third  marriage  added  two  more 
children  to  the  family.  These  children  were  Sol- 
omon, and  Margaret,  who  married  Louis  Cave,  who 
served  bravely  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  late  war. 
The  two  children   born  after   Solomon    Peterson's 
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fourth  marriage  were  Martha,  now  deceased,  who 
married  G.  W.  Wilson;  and  David. 

Silas  Peterson  when  five  years  old  came  with  his 
parents  to  Montgomery  County  in  the  year  1830, 
and  received  an  education  in  the  public  schools, 
which  in  those  earl}'  days  were  primitive  in  their 
method  and  limited  in  number.  When  Silas  Pe- 
terson was  twenty-five  years  old,  he  married  Miss 
Lorinda  Dain,  a  lady  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  her.  The  husband's  possessions  were  limited 
to  a  small  tract  of  land,  but  through  close  appli- 
cation to  his  business,  and  excellent  management, 
his  property  increased  until  he  owned  at  one  time 
two  thousand  acres  of  land.  In  1888,  when  he  had 
already  served  two  terms  as  State  Senator,  he  was 
nominated  again  by  the  Democrats,  and  was  de- 
feated only  by  the  redistricting  of  the  district. 

Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peterson:  John  Q.,  a  young  and  prosperous 
farmer;  Wilmena,  wife  of  George  Seybold,  a  hard- 
ware merchant  of  Waveland;  Esther,  wife  of  Rev. 
W.  B.  Slutz,  a  Methodist  minister  located  at  Frank- 
fort; and  Charles  P.,  a  farmer  near  the  old  home- 
stead. Mr.  Peterson  has  been  identified  in  the 
past  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  and  his  wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Disci- 
ples Church,  at  Darlington.  He  has  always  wielded 
a  powerful  influence  in  behalf  of  religion  and 
morality,  and  is  strongly  opposed  to  the  liquor 
traffic.  Mr.  Peterson  is  widely  known  as  a  man  of 
broad  intelligence,  just  and  generous  in  his  views, 
and  deeply  interested  in  local  and  national  affairs. 
He  has  always  been  specially  zealous  in  all  educa- 
tional matters  looking  toward  progress. 


ILTON  ROBISON.  For  twenty  years  this 
gentleman  carried  on  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice  in  the  courts  of  Indiana 
in  addition  to  which  he  had  charge  of  nu- 
merous cases  which  called  him  to  other  States. 
When,  after  having  gained  an  enviable  reputation 
as  a  skilled  and  learned  attorney,  he  retired  from 


the  profession,  he  chose  an  occupation  for  which 
he  had  always  had  a  predilection,  —  that  of  agri- 
culture. In  November,  1863,  he  located  in  How- 
ard Township,  Parke  County,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  His  farm  includes  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  acres,  and  in  addition  to  this  he  is  the 
owner  of  fifty-seven  acres  of  the  old  homestead. 
His  residence,  which  was  erected  in  1868,  is  a  sub- 
stantial frame  structure,  and  was  built  at  an  expense 
of  $2,500. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  B.  Robison, 
was  born  in  Miami  Count}',  Ohio,  and  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  in  his  native  county  married 
Margaret  Oswalt,  who  was  born  in  Warren  County, 
Ohio,  May  7,  1807.  Her  mother  died  when  she 
was  one  year  old,  and  the  death  of  her  father,  ten 
years  later,  left  her  an  orphan  in  childhood.  She 
was  married  to  Thomas  B.  Robison  February  18, 
1830.  The  year  prior  to  their  marriage,  Mr.  Robi- 
son came  to  Indiana  and  entered  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  upon  which  he  built  a  double  log  cabin. 
With  his  young  wife  he  came  to  Indiana  on  horse- 
back, where  they  endured  all  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  life  in  a  frontier  settlement. 

In  their  religious  faith,  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Dick's  Creek,  Ohio,  which  they  joined  in  1828. 
On  coming  to  Indiana,  there  was  no  church  of 
their  denomination  in  the  community,  and  services 
for  some  time  were  held  at  their  home.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  McNutt  was  their  minister  and  they  were  pres- 
ent when  a  meeting  was  held  to  arrange  for  the 
organization  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Bethany,  of  which  there  were  eighteen  charter 
members.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, one  daughter  and  six  sons,  three  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  William  was  killed  during  the 
early  part  of  the  Civil  War.  Jane  P.  died  in  Ed- 
gar County,  111.,  August  18,  1884.  Two  sons,  Milton 
and  Daniel,  are  now  the  only  surviving  members  of 
the  family.  The  mother  died  at  her  residence  in 
Howard  Township,  Parke  County,  Ind.,  April  14, 
1889.  For  some  time  prior  to  her  demise  she  had 
realized  that  the  end  was  near  and  was  reconciled 
to  death.  Even  while  undergoing  great  suffering 
she  often  uttered   beautiful   prayers   on   behalf  of 
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her  friends  for  their  salvation.  One  of  her  last 
expressions  was:  ''My  soul  is  at  rest,  but  ni3'  body 
suffers  pain  all  the  time."  She  left  two  sons, 
twenty-four  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great- 
grandchildren. 

Upon  the  land  which  he  entered  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, Thomas  B.  Robison  remained  until  his 
death,  September  6,  1865.  He  farmed  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale  and  was  the  owner  of  about  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  the  most  of  which  was  cleared 
by  his  individual  efforts,  aided  by  his  sons.  As 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  county,  he  was 
widely  known,  and  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  personal  friends.  In  his  early  days  he 
was  a  Whig  in  his  political  opinions  and  upon  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  enlisted  in 
its  ranks.  During  the  late  war  he  was  a  devoted 
adherent  of  the  Union  cause,  and  a  strong  Abol- 
itionist. 

Our  subject  recalls  the  time  when' deer  and  bears 
were  plentiful,  as  well  as  large  rattlesnakes,  which 
have  since  become  extinct.  During  those  early 
days,  he  aided  in  the  work  of  clearing  the  farm, 
and  was  the  recipient  of  such  educational  advan- 
tages as  the  neighborhood  afforded.  He  resided 
at  home  until  April  17,  1854,  when  he  married 
Aehsah,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Sarah  S.  (Hockett) 
Newlin,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  came  to 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  in  early  life.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Robison  was  Nathan  Hockett, 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  who  removed  to  Indi- 
ana and  located  in  Washington  Township,  Parke 
County,  becoming  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  part  of  the  State.  Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Newlin  was 
born  in  Guilford  County,  N.  C,  was  sixteen  years 
old  when  she  came  to  Indiana,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  two  months  and  ten 
days.  Mrs.  Robison  was  one  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  located  on  section 
16,  Howard  Township,  where  his  father  gave  hi  in 
eighty  acres  of  partially  improved  land.  He  fin- 
ished clearing  the  place  and  made  it  his  home  for 
about  four  years,  when  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead.  For  eight  years  he  managed  the 
place  in  partnership  with  his  father,  and,  as  above 
stated,  located  on  his  present  farm   in  November, 


1863.  At  the  time  of  his  settlement  here,  the  im- 
provements were  few,  but  through  his  industry 
and  enterprise  he  has  succeeded  in  clearing  over 
forty  acres,  and  has  embellished  the  farm  with 
first-class  buildings,  adapted  to  their  varied  uses. 
In  connection  with  general  farming,  he  is  engaged 
as  a  stock-raiser  and  has  on  his  place  a  good  grade 
of  cattle. 

The  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robison  was 
taken  from  them  in  infancy.  In  his  political 
opinions,  our  subject  is  a  Republican  and  has  voted 
the  straight  party  ticket  since  1856.  He  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Gen.  Scott,  in  1852,  and  has  voted 
at  every  succeeding  Presidential  election.  In  his 
early  manhood,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar  May  24, 
1877.  He  conducted  an  extensive  legal  practice 
and  was  also  prominent  in  an  official  capacity. 
For  four  years  he  served  as  Township  Assessor  and 
has  filled  other  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  In 
all  measures  calculated  to  enhance  the  prosperity 
of  the  county  he  is  deeply  interested.  He  assisted 
in  getting  up  the  petition  for  the  building  of  the 
Marshall  and  Narrows  of  Sugar  Creek  gravel  road, 
and  is  greatly  interested  in  gravel  roads,  for 
which  Parke  County  is  famous. 


fiT  OSEPH  M.  JOHNS,  one  of  the  members  of 
I  the  firm  of  Henslcy  &  Johns,  was  born  in 
^-^  I  Parke  County,  near  Bridgeton,  in  1869. 
^zgj  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Johns,  who  was  a 
pioneer  of  this  county,  coming  in  1834  from 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  until 
nine  years  of  age.  He  is  the  son  of  John  Johns, 
a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  who  emigrated  to 
Ohio  about  the  year  1809.  He  served  in  the  Rev- 
olutionaiy  War.  Returning  home  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  he  lived  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Minton,  of  Pennsylvania.  To  him- 
self and  wife  was  born  a  large  family  of  children. 
John  Johns  came  to  Indiana  and  located  at  Brazil, 
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Clay  County,  where  he  lived  and  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  selling  stock  for  a  number  of  years.  Then 
he  moved  to  Parke  County,  and  settled  at 
Portland  Mills,  where  he  again  began  his  business, 
but,  not  being  entirely  satisfied  with  his  progress, 
he  went  to  Mansfield,  this  county,  where  he  died 
about  1857. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in 
Parke  Count}',  and  here  married  Miss  Amanda  Put- 
ter, the  daughter  of  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  near  Zanesville,  Ohio.  After  his 
marriage  he  located  on  a  farm  near  Bridgeton 
and  was  engaged  in  stock-raising.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. They  are:  Joseph  M.,  our  subject;  and  John 
R.,  who  lives  on  a  farm  near  Bridgeton.  The  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  was  in  favor  of  the  Republican 
party  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  working  in  that  congregation  until  he 
was  called  by  the  messenger  of  Death,  April  10, 
1890.  His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  rest  twelve 
years. 

Joseph  M.  Johns  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead near  Bridgeton,  receiving  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  the  county.  After 
he  bad  completed  his  studies  there  he  attended 
the  Friends'  Academy  at  Bloomingdale,  where  he 
completed  the  course,  and  then  took  a  term  at 
Bryant  ife  Stratton's  Commercial  College.  After 
leaving  school  he  commenced  to  read  law  under 
Puett  &  Hadley,  afterwards  pursuing  his  legal 
studies,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  November 
19,  1889.  At  this  turning  point  in  his  life  he  was 
taken  as  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  Puett  &  Adams, 
under  the  style  of  Puett,  Adams  &  Johns.  Here 
he  continued  in  his  profession  until  he  formed  the 
connection  with  Mr.  Henslej',  as  has  been  stated 
in  the  sketch  of  that  gentleman  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

Mr.  Johns  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Aydelott 
in  1892.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Cynthia  A.  Aydelott,  who  are  retired  residents  of 
this  city.  Politically,  Mr.  Johns  of  this  sketch  is 
associated  with  the  Republican  party,  in  which  he 
has  always  taken  an  active  part.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  this  place,  in 
which  he  not  only  helps  financially  but  also  by 


his  influence.  He  is  a  Notary  Public,  as  is  also  his 
partner.  The  firm  of  Hensley  &  Johns  is  one 
widely  known,  as  they  are  men  of  genuine  public 
spirit,  who  generously  aid  all  movements  in  any 
wa}'  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  town- 
ship or  county. 


^  AMES  L.  BEATTY,  M.  D.  The  subject  of 
our  sketch  is  a  leading  physician  in  the  vil- 
age  of  New  Market,  Scott  Township,  Mont- 
gomery County,  his  office  pleasantly  situ- 
ated over  Armentrout  ifeChilder's  store.  Although 
a  comparatively  young  man,  he  has  achieved  a 
brilliant  success  in  his  profession,  and  has  a  large 
practice.  He  was  born  April  14,  1859,  on  the  old 
homestead  near  Greenville,  Mercer  County,  Pa., 
the  second  child  in  order  of  birth  of  John  Beatty. 
His  father  was  also  a  native  of  that  county,  and  a 
life-long  resident  of  the  same.  He  was  a  success- 
ful farmer,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
for  many  years.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he 
sold  his  farm,  and  removing  to  Greenville,  he  went 
into  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder.  He 
was  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was 
very  active  in  promoting  the  growth  of  both  church 
and  Sunday-school.  He  was  a  Republican,  and 
took  part  in  the  management  of  public  affairs  as 
an  incumbent  of  many  of  the  minor  offices  and  as 
Trustee  of  his  township,  and  in  the  administration 
of  law  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  died  in  1876, 
and  was  sincerely  lamented.  Mr.  Beatty  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Drusilla 
Lambert,  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  himself. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  children.  His  second 
marriage  was  with  Mrs.  Helen  Shcpard,  and  two 
children  were  given  them.  Four  of  his  children 
are  living. 

Doctor  Beatty  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  graduating 
from  the  High  School  at  Greenville  in  1876.  After 
leaving  the  High  School  our  subject  entered  upon 
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his  medical  studies  under  the  competent  instruc- 
tion of  Dr.  G.  G.  Brush,  of  Greenville.  Well 
equipped  for  a  college  course,  he  subsequently  be- 
came a  student  at  the  Miami  Medical  College  of 
Cincinnati,  in  1879,  and  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1881  with  honor  to  himself  and 
credit  to  his  class  and  the  college.  In  establishing 
himself  in  his  profession,  he  wisely  selected  the 
flourishing  village  of  New  Market  as  the  scene  of 
his  future  labors,  and  for  the  past  eleven  years  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  Indiana.  As  we  have  noted, 
he  has  already  made  a  name  and  a  place  for  him- 
self among  our  most  intelligent  and  best-known 
physicians  in  Montgomery  County. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  December,  1886,  to 
Miss  Mellie,  daughter  of  John  L.  Davis, a  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Union  Township.  They  have  a 
pleasant  and  inviting  home,  gladdened  by  the 
presence  of  a  little  daughter,  Ruth  D.,  who  was 
born  in  September,  1887. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  Democrat.  Socially, 
he  is  one  of  the  foremost  members  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  Lodge  No.  266,  of  New  Market,  and 
has  been  Master  of  the  Exchequer  one  term.  Re- 
ligiously, he  has  connected  himself  with  the 
Christian  Church,  while  his  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 


r 


\fj  AMES  M.  JOHNSON,  a  resident  of  section 
28,  Greene  Township,  Parke  County,  is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising 
on  his  homestead.  Politically,  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  was  elected  Trustee  of  the  township  in 
1876,  to  which  position  he  was  re-elected  two  years 
later,  and  again  in  1882.  He  is  the  son  of  David 
Johnson,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Shelby  County, 
Ky.,  October  27,  1796.  James,  father  of  the  latter, 
was  of  Irish  descent  and  married  Margaret  Dixon, 
who  lived  to  be  about  eighty-four  years  old.  David 
Johnson  was  reared  in  Shelby  County  on  a  farm, 
and  lived  on  the  old  homestead  until  he  was  mar- 


ried in  1819  to  Miss  Sarah  Collings,  daughter  of 
William  Collings,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Shelby 
Count}-,  who  when  he  first  went  there  was  obliged 
to  live  in  a  fort  for  protection  against  the  Indians. 
In  1835,  our  subject's  father,  with  his  wife  and 
six  children,  came  to  Indiana,  making  a  settlement 
in  Union  Township,  Parke  County.  He  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  4, 
which  had  been  partly  improved.  For  about  forty 
years  his  time  was  largely  taken  up  in  the  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  his  farm,  which  is 
now  one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  He  was  called 
to  his  final  rest  February  3,  1878,  two  years  previ- 
ous to  which  His  wife  had  departed  this  life,  on 
the  19th  of  Julj\  He  was  a  Jacksonian  Dem- 
ocrat, and  at  one  time  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Union  Township.  As  a  business  man  he  was  suc- 
cessful, and  devoted  himself  to  whatever  he  un- 
dertook with  zeal  and  energy.  In  religious  belief 
he  was  a  Universalis!,  and  in  personal  character 
was  an  upright  and  honorable  man. 

James  M.  Johnson,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  born  August  25,  1827,  being  one  of  ten  chil- 
dren, all  but  one  of  whom  grew  to  adult  years. 
The  following  six  are  living:  Phleming  D.,  of  this 
township;  our  subject,  who  is  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Elizabeth  Ann,  wife  of  James  H.  Connelley, 
who  lives  near  Hollandsburgh;  Margaret  F.,  wife 
of  B.  D.  Carver,  of  Morton,  Ind.;  William  C,  who 
lives  in  Randolph  County,  Mo.;  and  John  II., 
whose  place  of  abode  is  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Union  Township.  In  Shelby  County,  which  was 
his  birthplace,  the  boyhood  days  of  our  subject 
were  passed,  and  when  he  was  still  a  young  lad  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Indiana.  His  educa- 
tional privileges  were  limited  to  such  as  were  af- 
forded by  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
which  he  only  attended  during  the  short  winter 
term. 

Upon  arriving  at  his  majority,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emmeline  McClain, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  December  16, 1847. 
Her  father,  Jesse  McClain,  was  for  long  years  one 
of  the  honored  agriculturists  of  Parke  Count)'. 
After  his  marriage,  our  subject  took  his  young 
wife  to  a  farm  near  the  narrows  of  Sugar  Creek, 
this  county,  which  was  their  home  for  about  two 
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years,  after  which  Mr.  Johnson  removed  to  his 
present  farm,  which  he  lias  since  cultivated.  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1863,  his  wife  died,  leaving  four  children, 
namely:  Mary,  wife  of  J.  C.  Rush,  of  Marshall, 
Ind.;  David,  who  is  assisting  in  carrying  on  his 
father's  farm;  Alice,  wife  of  Charles  Hawker,  who 
lives  in  Hollandsburgh;  and  one  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnson  and  Matilda  Lan- 
ning  was  celebrated  March  16,  1864.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  Lanning,  who  emigrated  from 
North  Carolina  to  Indiana,  settling  in  Greene  Town- 
ship, where  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  of  the 
Government  as  earl}-  as  1830,  being  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  region.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  born 
on  this  old  homestead  and  acquired  her  education 
in  the  public  schools.  Four  children  graced  the 
union.  Francis  and  Cora  Ellen  are  living,  and 
Andrew  and  Alfred  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  early  life  our  subject  taught  school  for 
two  terms  successfully,  and  has  always  used  his 
influence  in  the  support  of  good  schools.  He  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  fertile  land, 
about  one  hundred  of  which  are  improved,  and  of 
this  amount  he  usually  has  seventy-five  acres  cul- 
tivated each  year. 


^m>^<i 


THOMAS  S.  MARSHALL  is  a  resident  of 
f(zk$\  Rockville,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
nicest  places  in  the  town.  His  residence 
is  in  the  outskirts,  and  there  he  raises  all  kind  of 
fruit  and  vegetables,  paying  great  attention  to 
horticulture.  Our  subject  was  born  near  Bloom- 
ingdale,  Parke  County,  May  4,  1834,  and  is  the  sou 
of  Alfred  Marshall,  who  emigrated  from  North  Caro- 
lina, settling  in  Penn  Township  about  the  year 
1827,  where  he  enagaged  in  farming  and  was  num- 
bered among  the  earliest  settlers.  His  brother, 
Judge  John  Marshall,  who  preceded  him  in  coining 
to  this  State  about  two  years,  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer merchants  of  Rockville. 

Our  subject's  father  removed  to  the  Indian  Re- 


serve, in  what  is  now  Howard  County,  and  was 
one  of  the  very  first  settlers  of  that  region,  his 
nearest  neighbors  being  east  and  south,  eight  miles 
awa}\  He  purchased  land  of  the  railroad  company 
at  85  per  acre,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  cul- 
tivate and  improve.  In  1856  his  wife  died,  and 
eleven  years  later  he  departed  this  life.  The  for- 
mer before  her  marriage  was  Miss  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Woody,  who  was  an  early  settler 
of  the  county.  Mrs.  Marshall  was  born  in  Guil- 
ford County,  N.  C,  where  her  father  used  to 
run  a  ferry-boat  on  the  Haugh  River.  Alfred 
Marshall,  who  was  in  the  service  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  was  formerly  a  Whig,  and  later 
became  a  Republican. 

When  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was 
about  thirteen  years  old,  his  father  went  to  Howard 
County,  and  one  year  later  he  carried  the  mail 
between  Delphi,  Kokomo  and  Marion  for  eighteen 
months,  going  on  horseback  through  the  woods 
and  across  the  wildest  part  of  the  country.  He 
left  Howard  County  in  his  twentieth  year,  and 
going  to  Hendricks  County  engaged  in  farming 
until  1856.  It  was  in  that  year  that  he  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Hadley,  whose  father,  John  Hadley,  was 
an  early  settler  and  well-known  agriculturist  of 
the  county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Marshall  lo- 
cated on  a  farm,  which  he  purchased  near  Dan- 
ville, and  there  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1888. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  was  blessed 
with  five  daughters:  Alice,  wife  of  William  Gilke- 
son,  a  farmer  of  Parke  Count}-;  Eva,  Lizzie,  Min- 
nie and  Matilda,  who  live  at  home.  Morton  Sher- 
man died  in  infancy.  Soon  after  his  wife's  death, 
our  subject  sold  his  farm  near  Danville  and  came 
to  Rockville.  For  four  or  five  years  previously, 
he  had  purchased  furs  in  the  winter  season  in  this 
locality,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged  to  some  ex- 
tent. He  is  very  fond  of  hunting,  and  during 
the  summer  does  considerable  fishing  as  well. 

For  eighteen  years  Mr.  Marshall  was  Postmaster 
in  the  village  of  Pecksburg,  near  his  home.  He  is 
a  true-blue  Republican,  and  has  held  about  all  the 
township  offices.  During  the  war.  he  was  Assessor 
for  six  years,  and  was  Enrolling  Officer.  In  1863 
he   enlisted    in    Company    B,  One    Hundred   and 
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Seventeenth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  made  First 
Lieutenant,  serving  until  the  time  of  his  enlist- 
ment had  expired.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  has  always  been  a  loyal 
and  patriotic  citizen.  The  father  of  Thomas  S.  Mar- 
shall had  five  sons,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  Union 
Army,  as  well  as  the  father  at  the  same  time. 


/f^  HARLES  RAMEY  MILFORD.  In  giving 
111  p  a  sketch  of  this  gentleman  it  is  but  fair  to 
^^&y  say  that  he  is  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  the  county,  and  that  he  is  a  man  of  sound  judg- 
ment and  unimpeachable  honesty.  As  a  lawyer 
he  ranks  among  the  foremost  legal  lights  of 
the  county,  and  as  a  citizen  and  neighbor  he  is 
highly  esteemed.  He  is  now  holding  the  respon- 
sible position  of  Mayor  of  Attica,  and  in  that  ca- 
pacity has  discharged  the  duties  in  an  able  and 
satisfactory  manner.  Born  in  Crawfordsville,  Ind., 
January  4,  1862,  it  may  be  seen  that  he  is  still 
young  in  years,  but  he  has  the  ability  and  learning 
of  a  mu£h  older  man. 

His  parents,  Monroe  M.  and  Jennie  (Ramey) 
Milford,  were  both  natives  of  the  Hoosier  State,  the 
mother  born  in  Montgomery  County,  and  a 
daughter  of  Alvin  Ramey,  ex-postmaster  and 
merchant  of  Crawfordsville.  Monroe  Milford  was 
born  in  Fountain  County,  and  his  father,  Milton 
H.  Milford,  an  able  attorney,  was  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Delphi.  The  latter  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  and  came  to  Indiana  about  1825,  when 
about  eleven  years  of  age,  making  the  journey  with 
his  father,  Robert  Milford,  who  entered  land  two 
and  a-haif  miles  east  of  Attica,  in  the  last-named 
year.  Robert  was  one  of  the  first  probate  judges 
of  the  county.  He  died  in  1869.  Milton  Milford, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  died  about  1847,  when 
thirty-three  years  of  age. 

Monroe  Milford  was  a  student  in  Wabash  Col- 
lege, and  was  a  member  of  the  Montgomery  Guards, 
which  were  united  with  the  Eleventh  Regiment 
under  Col.  Wallace,  and  serv.cd  ninety  days.  When 


the  war  cloud  fell  heavily  over  the  nation  lie  of- 
fered his  services  for  the  Old  Flag.  While  a 
student  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ramey,  and 
graduated  from  Wabash  College  in  1862.  Later 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Fountain  County  Bar,  and 
practiced  law  in  this  county  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  16th  of  April,  1884.  He  read  law 
with  his  uncle,  Marshall  M.  Milford,  and  was 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Attica  two  terms.  While  he 
was  City  Attorney  the  I.  N.  &  S.  Railroad  brought 
suit  to  collect  $60,000  bonus,  but  he  fought  it,  as 
the  road  failed  to  locate  shops  as  per  agreement. 
This  case  was  closely  contested  and  was  won  b37  the 
city  after  a  long  struggle.  In  1876  he  was  a  Re- 
publican Presidential  Elector,  and  was  an  orator 
and  speaker  under  the  State  committee  through 
Indiana.  He  was  a  strong,  logical,  magnetic 
speaker,  who  held  his  audience  spellbound,  and  as 
a  criminal  lawj'er  he  had  few  superiors.  His  wife 
died  on  the  6th  of  August,  1870. 

The  only  child  born  to  the  above-mentioned 
worthy  couple  was  our  subject,  who  received  his 
education  in  Princeton  College,  Princeton,  N.  J., 
in  the  Class  of  '82,  being  one  of  the  "honor  roll." 
He  took  a  four-years  academic  course,  after  which 
he  read  law  with  his  father  until  the  spring  of  1883, 
when  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  During  the 
years  1883  and  1884  he  was  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  at  Danville,  111.,  but  kept  himself  thoroughly 
posted  in  law  during  that  time.  In  March,  1885, 
he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  is 
meeting  with  much  success.  He  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  campaign  of  1884,  and  in  May,  1889, 
he  was  elected  Mayor.  So  well  did  he  fill  this  po- 
sition and  in  such  a  capable  manner  did  he  discharge 
its  duties,  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1891.  The  first 
time  he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  twenty,  but 
the  last  time  by  one  hundred  and  ninety-four. 
During  his  terms  there  have  been  made  many  im- 
provements in  the  city,  such  as  grading  and  placing 
concrete  walks,  etc.,  and  the  bonded  debt  has  been 
gradually  reduced  to  about  $5,000.  Mr.  Milford 
is  also  police  judge,  and  the  force  now  consists  of 
marshal  and  night  watchman.  The  fire  depart- 
ment has  also  been  improved  in  every  way,  and  has 
fire  plugs  with  water  head  sufticienl  to  throw  water 
over  the  highest  buildings.     Socially,  our  subject 
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is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  having  passed  all  the  chairs  in 
the  latter  organization.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Mr.  Milford  is  a  sharp,  shrewd  at- 
torney, a  careful,  enterprising  business  man,  and  a 
much  esteemed  citizen. 


•SSK 


^&> 


6HOMAS  N.  RICE  is  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Rice  &  Johnston,  in  Rockville,  Ind. 
He  was  born  one  mile  north  of  Waveland, 
in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  June  7,  1829.  His 
father,  Isaac  Rice,  was  born  in  Rice's  Fort,  on 
Buffalo  Creek,  Washington  Count}',  Pa.,  on  Christ- 
mas Day,  1796,  and  was  in  turn  the  son  of  Daniel 
Rice,  a  very  early  pioneer  of  that  locality.  The 
year  after  our  subject's  father  was  born,  the  fort 
was  attacked  by  Indians,  who  were  repelled  by 
the  hardy  pioneers.  For  a  further  genealogical  re- 
cord see  the  sketch  of  Dr.  H.  J.  Rice  on  another 
page  of  this  volume. 

Thomas  N.,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  is  the 
fourth  of  his  father's  family,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  white  children  born  in  Montgomery  County. 
Of  his  nine  brothers  and  sisters,  all  but  one  grew 
to  maturity,  and  six  are  still  living,  viz.:  Dr.  H.  J., 
of  Rockville;  James  M.,  who  is  still  on  the  old 
homestead  near  Waveland;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of 
Levi  Sidwell, of  Rockville;  Archibald  Alexander,  a 
prominent  attorney  of  La  Fayette;  John  T.,  a  lead- 
ing physician  of  Attica,  Ind.;  and  our  subject.  A 
brother,  William  II.,  was  a  minister  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  being  stationed  at  Palestine,  Tex., 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  November,  1859. 
Elizabeth  J.,  who  died  in  1858,  was  the  wife  of 
Isaac  A.  Rice,  an  attorney  at  Attica,  who  died  in 
1860,  at  which  time  he  was  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress. Politically,  our  subject's  father  supported 
the  Whig  party.  He  was  called  from  this  life  in 
1852,  his  wife  having  died  seven  years  previous. 
The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed 
on  the  old  homestead  near  Waveland  and  his  edu- 
cation was  attained  in  the  common  school  and  in 


the  academy  at  Waveland,  where  he  pursued  a 
collegiate  course.  After  leaving  school  he  came 
to  Rockville,  where  for  sixteen  months  he  was 
Superintendent  of  the  schools.  Determining  then 
to  become  a  lawyer,  he  commenced  studying 
with  D.  H.  Maxwell,  and  pursued  a  course  of  law 
in  the  Louisville  University,  where  Judges  Purtle, 
Prior  and  Bullock  were  his  professors.  After 
graduating  in  1854  he  returned  to  Rockville,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  August  17  of  the  same 
year,  since  which  time  he  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  practice.  In  1854  he  was  elected  Prose- 
cuting Attorney  of  Parke  and  Vermillion  Counties, 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Two  years  later, 
Mr.  Rice  was  made  Prosecutor  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit,  comprising 
Parke,  Vermillion,  Fountain,  Warren,  Montgom- 
ery, Boone  and  Clinton  Counties,  which  impor- 
tant position  he  has  held  acceptably  for  two  years, 
succeeding  Senator  Daniel  Voorhees  as  Circuit 
Prosecuting  Attorney. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1855,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Thomas  N.  Rice  and  Miss  Margaret  J., 
daughter  of  Capt.  John  Bigby,  who  was  Captain 
of  a  merchantman  sailing  from  Belfast,  Ireland, 
and  was  finally  lost  on  one  of  his  voyages.  Mrs. 
Rice  was  educated  in  Belfast,  being  taught  by  a 
sister  of  Sheridan  Knowles,  a  writer  of  world-wide 
fame.  When  a  j'oung  lady  of  seventeen  years 
she  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  mother, 
settling  in  Rockville,  where  she  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  They  have  two  children:  Jane 
Isabel,  who  is  the  wife  of  Hon.  J.  Shannon  Nave,  a 
prominent  farmer  and  banker  of  Attica,  Ind.;  and 
Margaret  Bigby,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Charles  J.  Finney, 
of  Attica,  a  rising  young  physician  of  that  city. 

The  ballot  of  our  subject  is  cast  for  the  Repub- 
lican nominees,  and  prior  to  the  organization  of 
that  party  he  was  a  Whig.  In  1861  he  was  elected 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  serving  for  two 
years,  and  was  then  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
where  he  remained  from  1866  to  1870,  during 
which  time  he  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Corporations  and  on  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee in  both  the  House  and  Senate.  The  Four- 
teenth and  Fifteenth  Amendments  were  submitted 
and  supported  by  him.     For  ten  years  he  was  a 
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member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Rockville, 
doing  good  service.  To  him  also  is  due  much  of 
the  credit  for  the  good  gravel-road  system  of  this 
county,  as  he  advanced  the  idea  that  it  could  be 
done  with  the  large  quantities  of  gravel  in  the  beds 
of  the  numerous  creeks  of  this  region.  For  four 
years  he  filled  the  position  of  Supervisor,  budding 
the  first  piece  of  gravel  road  in  the  county,  and 
the  next  year  organized  a  company  to  build  a  toll- 
road  to  Annapolis.  There  are  now  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy  miles  of  gravel  roads  in  tiie 
county.  During  the  war  Mr.  Rice  was  active  in 
raising  companies  for  the  army  in  this  county. 
In  1869  he  went  on  a  trip  to  Ireland  and  Scotland 
on  business,  returning  in  October,  when  he  became 
a  partner  of  Hon.  James  T.  Johnston,  which  con- 
nection has  existed  up  to  the  present  time.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  he 
has  belonged  for  many  3'ears,  and  of  which  he  is 
now  serving  as  an  Elder. 


AKON  J.  WOLFE  was  born  in  Armiesburg, 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  in  the  year  1854,  and 
there  resided  until  1856.  He  received  a 
liberal  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  in  the  Academy  of  Waveland.  His  father. 
Henry  Wolfe,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  which  State  he  married,  afterward  moving  to 
Indiana.  Soon  after  locating  here  the  wife  died, 
leaving  a  family  of  seven  children  to  miss  her 
watchful  care  and  gentle  love.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Miss  Sarah  F.  Johnson,  a  lad}- 
of  most  estimable  character.  After  the  father  came 
to  Indiana  he  followed  the  business  of  contractor 
and  bridge-builder  until  the  year  1860,  at  which 
time  he  purchased  land  and  commenced  the  life  of 
a  farmer. 

Aaron  Wolfe  dates  his  residence  in  this  county 
back  to  the  year  1859.  After  attaining  to  years 
which  necessitated  his  learning  something  of  the 
practical  side  of  life,  he  took  a  position  as  clerk  in 
a  store,  where  he  remained   until  the  year   1881, 
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When  twenty-seven  years  old  he  concluded  to 
start  in  business  for  himself,  and  with  that  end  in 
view  purchased  a  sawmill  in  Waveland.  His 
first  venture  was  a  crowning  success,  and  now  his 
mill  produces  from  two  to  three  million  feet 
of  lumber  per  year.  In  the  year  1873  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Martha  M.  Kelso, 
a  daughter  of  David  M.  Humphrey.  This  lady  was 
a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  and  is  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  her 
acquaintance. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolfe  have  been  born  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
three  living  are  Bessie,  Pina  and  Blanch,  all  inter- 
esting and  intelligent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolfe  have 
also  reared  and  educated  Fannie  B.  Hastings, 
a  niece  of  Mr.  Wolfe.  A  stepson,  Reese  D.  Kelso, 
is  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago. 
He  is  a  practicing  physician  of  Waveland.  and  is 
getling  a  good  share  of  the  practice  of  the  village 
and  surrounding  country. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wolfe  stands  by  the  grand  old 
Democratic  party,  and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  suc- 
cess of  its  leaders.  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
worthy  interests  of  this  town  for  many  years,  and 
is  looked  on  as  a  model  citizen  in  every  respect. 
His  career  in  municipal  politics  is  a  strong  illus- 
tration of  the  office  seeking  the  man,  and  for  three 
years  he  has  held  the  position  of  Village  Clerk,  in 
which  capacity  he  hasserved  with  honor  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  He  has  also 
served  as  Trustee  on  the  Village  School  Board,  and 
in  1890  was  elected  Township  Trustee,  which 
office  he  was  asked  to  fill  for  four  3'ears. 

Mr.  Wolfe  is  distinguished  for  the  attributes 
characteristic  of  a  good  citizen,  and  his  career  has 
been  marked  from  early  3'ears  by  the  exhibition  of 
loyalty  and  patriotism.  He  has  a  high  personal 
standing  in  the  town  of  Waveland,  as  he  is  liberal  in 
his  ideas  and  opinions,  granting  to  those  who  differ 
from  him  the  same  rights  of  expression  which  he 
personally  demands.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  and  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  noted  forthe  liberal  dis- 
crimination with  which  they  dispense  their  aid  to 
the  needy.  Social^7,  Mr.  Wolfe  is  a  Knight  of 
Pythias,  and  at  the  same  time  enj'03's  an  honorable 
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membership  in  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men. He  is  mild  and  affable  in  manner,  and  a 
man  who  naturally  draws  around  him  hosts  of 
friends,  numbering  among  them  the  most  promi- 
nent and  cultured  people  of  this  community. 


-ip^A  AMUEL  SMITH  GALEY.  But  few  of  the 
^=^#  residents  of  Montgomery  County  had 
iM_ji)  lived  within  its  borders  for  so  long  a  period 
~~^  of  time  as  did  Mr.  Galey,  who  was  a  son  of 
one  of  its  early  pioneers,  and  might  himself  have 
laid  claim  to  that  title,  as  he  entered  land  from 
the  Government  in  Union  Township  more  than 
sixty  years  ago,  when  this  part  of  the  country  was 
an  almost  unbroken  wilderness,  the  home  of  the 
Indians,  and  where  deer,  panthers  and  other  wild 
beasts  had  their  lair.  That  tract  of  forest-covered 
land  still  comprises  a  part  of  his  late  farm  on  sec- 
tion 24,  cleared  and  improved  by  the  hard  and 
unremitting  toil  known  only  to  the  original  set- 
tlers of  the  frontier. 

Mr.  Galey  was  born  August  26,  1809,  in  Jessa- 
mine County,  Ky.,  and  lived  there  until  he  was 
three  months  old,  when  the  family  moved  to 
Shelby  County,  in  the  same  State.  His  father  and 
grandfather  both  bore  the  name  of  .Samuel  Galey. 
The  latter  was  of  Irish  birth,  and  came  to  this 
country  when  a  boy,  living  first  in  Pennsylvania, 
whence  he  removed  to  North  Carolina  during  the 
Revolution,  and  served  with  Sumner  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army.  He  married  Miss  Sallie  Moore,  a 
daughter  of  James  Moore,  a  Pennsylvania  farmer. 

Samuel  Galey,  Jr.,  lived  in  North  Carolina  until 
after  the  Revolution,  and  then  settled  in  Ken- 
tucky, on  the  Kentucky  River  near  Frankfort, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  married  in 
Jessamine  County,  that  State,  to  Miss  Nancy, 
daughter  of  William  Scott,  a  prominent  pioneer 
farmer  of  Kentucky.  After  their  marriage  the 
Galeys  settled  in  the  home  on  the  banks  of  the 
Kentucky  River  which  was  the  birthplace  of  our 
subject.     Soon   after    he    was   born   they  went  to 


Shelby  County  to  live,  and  Samuel  continued  to 
till  the  soil  in  that  region  until  he  came  to  Indiana 
in  1829.  In  that  year  he  brought  his  family  to 
this  county,  and  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Union  Township,  and  made  it  his  home  until  he 
retired  from  active  business  to  Crawfordsville. 
He  was  much  prospered  as  a  farmer,  and  when  he 
died  he  left  each  of  his  children  eighty  acres  of 
land  as  their  share  of  the  property  he  had  accu- 
mulated by  his  untiring  industry.  He  was  a  stanch 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  a 
sturdy  Whig  in  his  political  faith.  He  passed 
away  February  16,  1876,  and  was  buried  in  the  Odd 
Fellows'  Cemetery  at  Crawfordsville,  by  the  side 
of  his  wife,  who  died  February  16,  1862.  Of  the 
children  born  to  them  all  are  dead. 

Samuel  Galey  was  twenty  years  old  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  State.  He  entered 
eighty  acres  oi  land  just  where  his  widow  lives 
bought  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
next  to  it,  and  purchased  a  good  deal  of  other 
realty  besides.  He  had  a  large  and  well-conducted 
farm  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  of 
rich  land,  which  he  admirably  tilled,  and  the  place 
was  supplied  with  substantial  improvements,  and 
well  kept  up.  Mr.  Galey  had  always  been  a  gen- 
eral farmer,  and  his  farm  was  stocked  with  a  good 
class  of  cattle,  horses,  etc.  He  had  been  ail  im- 
poitant  factor  in  developing  the  agricultural  re- 
sources of  the  township  and  count}*,  and  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  he  lived  so  many  years  honored 
him  not  only  as  an  old  settler,  but  as  a  thoroughly 
good  citizen,  as  an  upright  man,  and  as  a  good 
neighbor  in  every  sense  of  the  term.  In  his  so- 
cial relations  he  was  long  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Whig  in  early  manhood,  and  voted  for 
Henry  Clay,  and  after  the  formation  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  he  entered  its  ranks. 

Before  coming  to  Indiana  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eliza  Van  Nice,  a  daughter  of  John 
Van  Nice,  who  was  a  prominent  farmer  of  Ken- 
tucky. Mrs.  Galey  died  in  1862,  leaving  behind 
her  a  worthy  record  as  wife,  mother,  and  friend. 
Mr.  Galey  was  married  a  second  time,  in  1872, 
taking  Miss  Emeline  Wilhite  as  his  wife,  and  she 
ever  devoted  herself  faithfully  to  his  interests.  Her; 
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father  was  William  Wilhite,  a  former  resident 
of  Union  Township,  and  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  the  county,  coming  here  at  a  very 
earl}'  day.  Mr.  Galey  had  ten  children  by  his  first 
marriage,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  seven 
are  still  living.  Those  that  died  were  Mary  Ann, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Wesley  Van  Arsdall;  and 
Nanc}',  who  married  F.  Graham,  who  died  in  New- 
ton County.  '  The  surviving  children  are  John  V., 
a  resident  of  Crawfordsville;  Susan  (deceased),  who 
was  tlte  wife  of  Martin  Simpson;  Sarah  Eliza,  who 
lives  with  her  father;  Martha  Jane,  wife  of  Green- 
berry  McCrea,  of  Kenton;  AVilliam  Scott,  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county;  Malvina,  wife  of  Ben  Easly, 
a  farmer  in  Brown  Township;  Samuel  Smith,  who 
resides  in  Union  Township;  and  .lames,  who  is  also 
a  resident  of  this  township.  S.  S.  Galey  died  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1893,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 


^Mill@®@llii*^ 


^EV.  JACOB  DICE,  a  local  minister  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 6,  Van  Buren  Township,  is  widely 
known  and  honored  throughout  Fountain 
County,  as  he  has  borne  an  honorable  part  in  its 
public  life,  and  has  exercised  a  good  influence  on 
the  morals  and  religion  of  the  community.  He  is 
a  son  of  John  Dice,  who  was  a  conspicuous  figure 
among  the  early  pioneers  of  the  county,  and  was 
actively  identified  with  its  agricultural  growth 
for  many  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Rock- 
bridge County,  Va.  He  was  educated  in  its  schools, 
and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  He  was 
married  in  1818,  in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hawpe,  who  was  born  in  that  county  in 
1792.  They  continued  to  live  in  Virginia  some 
nine  years  after  marriage,  but  in  1827  they  made 
a  change,  leaving  the  State  of  their  nativity  to 
settle  in  the  wilderness  of  this  county.  They  lo- 
cated in  the  woods  three  miles  south  of  where 
Veedersburgh  now  stands,  where  their  only  neigh- 
bors were  the  Indians   and   wild  beasts,  with  the 


possible  exception  of  one  or  two  white  settlers  in 
the  vicinity.  By  patient  toil  they  converted  a 
part  of  the  forest  into  a  beautiful  home,  and  here 
they  lived  in  comfort  and  happiness  until  death 
closed  their  e3Tes  and  the}'  rested  from  their  earthly 
labors,  the  mother  dying  January  19,  1845,  aged 
lift3'-two  years,  nine  months  and  twenty-five  days, 
and  the  father,  August  12,  1847,  aged  fifty-three 
years,  nine  months  and  twenty-five  days.  They 
reared  a  family  of  seven  sons,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  and  they  gave  them  as  good  educations  as 
circumstances  would  permit,  and  trained  them 
carefully  in  all  that  goes  to  make  them  good  men 
aud  desirable  citizens.  William,  John  and  James 
M.  are  the  names  of  the  sons  that  are  dead.  Those 
living  are  Jacob,  Franklin,  Henry  and  George,  all 
of  whom  are  residents  of  Van  Buren  Township. 
The  father  was  a  patriotic  citizen  and  served  with 
credit  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  man  of  ex- 
emplary habits,  was  strictly  temperate,  and  had 
great  firmness  of  character,  united  with  a  social 
disposition.  He  was  generous  to  the  poor  and  a 
willing  supporter  of  all  benevolent  causes.  He 
was  very  active  in  religious  matters  as  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  home  was  ever 
open  to  its  preachers,  and  divine  services  were  of- 
ten held  in  his  barn. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  record  was 
born  in  Virginia  April  5,  1824,  and  was  four  years 
of  age  when  the  family  migrated  from  the  pleasant 
scenes  of  his  birth  to  the  forests  of  Indiana.  He 
has  a  clear  remembrance  of  the  incidents  of  their 
pioneer  life  and  of  the  primitive  mode  of  living,  ne- 
cessitated by  their  great  distance  from  civilization. 
His  school  days  weie  passed  in  an  old  log  school- 
house,  typical  of  the  times,  that  had  no  windows, 
was  furnished  with  rude  home-made  benches,  and 
heated  by  a  fireplace,  and  the  school  was  conducted 
on  the  subscription  plan,  there  being  no  free 
schools  in  those  da3'S.  At  the  age  of  eighteen, 
our  subject  was  united  with  the  United  Brethren 
Church  at  the  house  of  William  Hoobler,  and  he  was 
also  licensed  to  preach,  he  having  a  gift  that  way. 
At  that  age  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith, 
and  he  worked  at  it  three  years.  In  1848  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  at  an  annual  conference  at  Ver- 
million County,  in  this  State,  and  lias  ever  sinco 
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acted  as  a  local  preacher.  He  was  ordained  as 
Elder  in  his  church  in  1852  at  Westfield,  Coles 
County,  111.,  and  he  has  worked  long  and  earnestly 
to  propagate  the  faith  so  dear  to  his  heart.  His 
labors  have  been  blessed,  and  he  has  been  a  potent 
factor  in  extending  the  faith  of  which  he  is  so 
worthy  an  exponent.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Van  Buren  Township,  but  does  not 
care  to  farm  very  much,  preferring  to  devote  him- 
self to  his  ministerial  duties.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  as  a  blacksmith  many  years  while  preaching. 
Jacob  Dice  and  Mary  Rynearson  were  united  in 
marriage  in  1844.  Mrs.  Dice  is  a  daughter  of 
Ezekial  Rynearson,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Fountain  County,  who  is  represented  in  the  biog- 
raphy of  his  sou  Washington,  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  Mrs.  Dice's  parents  were  born 
.  in  Kentucky,  and  the  family  removed  to  Warren 
County,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Dice  was  born,  whence 
they  came  to  this  county  when  she  was  but  two 
and  a-half  years  old,  and  from  that  time  until  her 
marriage  she  lived  on  the  Rynearson  homestead  in 
Cain  Township,  now  owned  by  her  brother  Wash- 
ington. The  marriage  with  our  subject  has  been 
blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  of 
whom  three  are  spared  to  be  the  stay  and  comfort 
of  their  declining  years.  A  sketch  of  their  sou 
Francis  M.  appears  in  another  part  of  this  work. 
Their  daughter,  Sarah  Ellen,  is  the  wife  of  Newton 
Board,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Vermilion  County, 
111.;  Martha  F.  is  the  wife  of  George  Mennick,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Van  Buren  Township;  James 
Monroe,  who  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  the  time  of  his  death,  died  March  12, 
1862,  aged  twenty-seven  years,  three  months  and 
five  days.  He  left  a  wife,  formerly  Mary  Smith, 
and  one  child,  Kate. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  great  rebellion  found 
our  subject  a  loyal  Union  man,  whose  heart  beat 
high  with  patriotic  love  of  country,  which  he 
proved  his  willingness  to  serve  even  unto  death, 
if  need  be,  by  enlisting  in  Company  C,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry.  He  was 
made  captain  of  the  company,  and  nobly  did  his 
duty  while  in  the  field.  His  life  as  a  soldier  is 
commemorated  by  his  membership  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the    Republic,    in    which    he  has  always 


been  actively  interested.  He  has  done  a  great 
deal  to  forward  the  cause  of  education  in  this 
county.  He  was  one  of  the  first  Trustees  of  the 
township,  served  for  ten  3'ears,  and  held  that  ollice 
while  the  most  of  the  schoolhouses  of  the  county 
were  built.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  who  has 
always  stood  by  his  colors.  In  1851  he  was  elected 
to  represent  the  county  in  the  State  Legislature, 
Edward  A.  Hannagan  being  his  opponent,  and  he 
served  six  months  as  a  Legislator,  that  being  known 
as  the  "longsession."  William  H.  English,  of  Indi- 
anapolis, who  is  his  personal  friend,  was  his  fellow- 
member  in  that  Legislature.  Our  subject  has  per- 
formed the  marriage  ceremony  for  three  hun- 
dred couples  in  Fountain  County. 


»$«•$-•$••$•£ 


d***-S-^il? -5-+-5--5-F 


/^  ORNELIUS  R.  HANGER  is  the  resident 
(((  r  a§ent  °f  *ne  Vandaha  Railway.  He  was 
^^/  born  in  Staunton,  Va.,  May  28,  1863,  to 
William  II.  and  Elizabeth  M.  (Brubcck)  Hanger, 
natives  of  Virginia.  The  former,  who  was  born  in 
1842.  was  a  butcher  by  trade,  and  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  The  latter  was  born  in 
1841,  and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Manger  she  be- 
came the  mother  of  one  son,  our  subject,  and  one 
daughter,  who  married  Samuel  Barton,  a  resident 
of  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Our  subject  spent  his  youthful  days  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads  until  he  was  thirteen  years 
old.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  from  which 
he  received  a  fair  education.  After  leaving  school 
he  learned  the  ait  of  telegraphy  at  Rockville,  this 
State,  and  commenced  following  this  occupation 
with  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Line.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  3-ears  he  had  completed  his  course, 
and  found  himself  capable  of  assuming  the  respon- 
sibility of  office  work,  and  was  working  as  an  extra, 
until  April,  1882,  when  he  was  assigned  to  the 
branch  at  Rosedale,  on  the  Vandalia  Line.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Hanger  has  had  full  control  of  this 
ollice,  creditably  filling  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  in  this  capacity. 
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December  9,  1883,  Mr.  Hanger  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lula,  a  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Mary  Denehie,of  Rosedale.  This  lady  was  the 
youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children,  the  eldest 
dying  in  infancy.  Aula  was  a  victim  of  pulmon- 
ary consumption,  and  died  when  twenty  years  of 
age.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanger  were  born  four 
children  to  gladden  their  hearts  and  home.  Their 
first-born  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are  Carl 
E.,  Harley  O.  and  Nellie  M. 

The  good  wife  of  our  subject  was  taken  with  a  se- 
vere cold,  which  developed  into  quick  consumption, 
and  on  February  15,  1893,  resignedly  answered  the 
call  of  the  Master,  and  passed  from  earth  to  the 
land  of  rest.  She  was  a  pious  and  devoted  lady, 
who  will  be  sadly  missed  in  the  home,  church  and 
social  circles,  and  by  her  two  little  ones  and  fond 
husband,  who  have  the  sympathy  of  all  in  their 
sad  bereavement. 

Socially,  Mr.  Hanger  is  one  of  those  men  rarely 
met  with  in  his  position,  always  ready  and  willing 
to  impart  all  the  knowledge  he  can  to  any  and  all 
inquisitors.  Some  of  the  prominent  traits  of  his 
character  are  a  frank  and  good-natured  disposition 
and  an  agreeable  flow  of  conversation.  Frater- 
nally, lie  is  a  member  of  Rosedale  Lodge,  A.  F.  <fe 
A.  M.  The  height  of  Mr.  Hanger's  political  aspira- 
tions is  to  so  faithfully  support  such  principles  of 
National  Government  that  he  ma}*  be  known  as 
a  "Simon-pure"  Democrat. 


O- 


'  RCHIBALD  B.  COLLINGS  is  a  farmer  re- 
W/LiW  siding  on  section  24,  Adams  Township, 
Parke  County.  His  father,  Spotsard  Col- 
lings,  is  an  old  settler  of  the  county  and 
is  now  living  retired  from  his  former  occupation 
of  a  farmer.  Grandfather  Abraham  Collings,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  was  reared  in  Kentucky,  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  forty-one.  The  great-grandfather,  "Will- 
iam C,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  English  and 


Irish  descent,  and  was  a  participant  in  the  War  of 
1812;  he  followed  the  occupations  of  farmer  and 
tanner. 

The  maternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was 
known  in  maidenhood  as  Nancy  Nutgrass;  she 
was  born  in  Virginia,  reared  in  Kentucky,  and 
her  death  occurred  in  Parke  County,  Ind.,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one.  Her  father,  Gray  Nutgrass, 
removed  from  the  Old  Dominion  with  his  wife 
and  located  in  Kentucky.  The  grandparents  of 
our  subject  had  a  family  of  five  sons,  four  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood,  and  three  still  survive. 
Spotsard  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  May  19, 
1821,  when  ten  years  old  coming  to  Putnam  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  where  he  settled  on  eighty  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land,  which  his  step-father  had  entered. 
He  assisted  in  clearing  farms  and  aided  in  the 
work  incidental  to  rural  life. 

When  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own, 
Mr.  Collings  was  married  in  Parke  Count}',  Ind., 
in  1841,  his  wife  being  Rebecca  Madox,  who  was 
born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.  They  became  the 
parents  of  seven  sons,  namely:  Archibald  B.; 
S.  P.,  a  graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Col- 
lege and  a  practicing  physician  at  Hot  Springs; 
Abraham  J.;  Dr.  Oliver  Perry,  who  was  graduated 
from  the  Indianapolis  Medical  College,  now  prac- 
ticing in  Missouri;  Neri,  "William  Bion,  and  Dr. 
Howard  P.,  a  graduate  of  a  medical  college  of  New 
York,  now  at  Hot  Springs.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Collings  remained  in  Putnam  County  for  two  years 
and  in  1843  located  in  Adams  Township,  Parke 
County.  For  some  years  he  operated  as  a  renter, 
and  then  purchased  forty  acres  of  school  land  on 
section  16,  Union  Township.  There  he  resided  for 
some  years,  when  he  sold  the  place  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  on  the  same  section.  Some  years 
later  he  sold  that  farm  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Putnam  County,  where  seven 
more  years  were  passed. 

Selling  that  farm,  Mr.  Collings  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Adams  Township, 
Parke  County,  where  he  remained  for  twenty-three 
years.  He  embellished  the  place  with  first-class 
improvements  and  brought  it  up  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  At  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  but  has  divided  much 
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of  his  property  among  his  children,  having  given 
to  each  of  his  sons  $1,000  in  cash  and  $2,000  in 
land.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat.  Religiously, 
he  is  identified  with  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church 
and  has  served  as  its  Trustee  for  thirty-six  years. 
An  honest,  energetic  man,  he  can  give  to  his  sons 
a  better  heritage  even  than  the  goodly  amount  of 
this  world's  goods  with  which  he  lias  endowed 
them,  and  that  is  the  heritage  of  a  good  name. 

Archibald  B.  Collings  was  born  in  Putnam 
Count}',  Ind.,  February  21,  1842,  and  was  only 
about  one  year  old  when  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Parke  County.  At  the  age  of  eight  he 
returned  to  Putnam  County,  and  when  fifteen 
came  back  to  Parke,  settling  in  Adams  Township. 
His  educational  advantages  were  more  than  ordi- 
narily good,  for  he  was  the  recipient  of  excellent 
common-school  opportunities,  supplemented  by 
two  terms  at  the  State  University  of  Indiana,  at 
Bloomington.  After  his  marriage  he  located  on 
the  place  where  he  now  resides,  and  which,  through 
his  efforts,  has  been  finely  improved.  With  the 
exception  of  about  thirty  acres,  the  entire  tract 
has  been  cleared.  The  place  consists  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  and  is  embellished  with  a 
substantial  set  of  farm  buildings.  The  land  is 
well  tiled,  and  is  devoted  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  Mr.  Collings  being  especially  suc- 
cessful in  the  latter  department  of  agriculture. 

March  3,  1864,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Archi- 
bald Collings  to  Miss  Lydia  E.  Jessup,  who  was 
born  in  Adams  Township,  Parke  County,  January 
26,  1847,  and  received  an  excellent  education  in 
the  district  schools.  Her  father,  John  Jessup,  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Parke  County,  who  came 
here  from  Ohio  and  located  in  Adams  Township. 
His  home  was  northwest  of  where  our  subject  now 
lives,  where  he  lived  for  more  than  forty  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collings  have  three  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Alice  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Cheno- 
weth,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Adams  Township, 
Parke  County;  Ruric,  who  married  Miss  Lela  Mar- 
tin, and  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  Adams  Township;  and  Cora  J.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Lee  Overpeck,  a  resident  of  Adams 
Township. 

Mr.  Collings  takes  an  intelligent   interest  in  all 


the  vital  issues  of  the  day,  and  in  his  political 
affiliations  is  a  Democrat.  Socially,  he  is  identi- 
fied with  Bellmore  Lodge  No.  519,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  which  he  is  Past  Master.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and  belongs  to  Parke  Lodge  at  Rockville. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  active  in  the  work  of 
the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  and 
has  filled  the  position  of  President  for  some  time. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  he  has  served  with  efficiency  as  its 
Treasurer.  The  Sunday-school  work  is  one  in 
which  he  is  deeply  interested,  as  he  has  served  as 
Superintendent,  in  which  capacity  he  was  popular 
and  successful. 


OHN  ADAMSON.  The  life  record  of  him 
whose  name  appears  above  has  been  one  of 
more  than  usual  interest,  for  not  only  was 
v^S^  hea  more  than  usually  successful  agricul- 
turist, but  he  was  a  gentleman  by  instinct  and 
training,  and  this  worthy  attribute  was  manifested 
daily  in  his  walk  through  life.  He  was  born  in 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  December  18,  1808,  and 
in  that  State  he  was  married  in  1834  to  Miss  Nancy 
Nebeker,  who  was  born  December  2,  1816  or  1817. 
For  three  years  thereafter  they  resided  in  White 
County,  but  in  1837  he  and  George  and  Richard 
Nebeker  bought  the  ferry  at  Covington,  to  the 
successful  management  of  which  Mr.  Adamson 
devoted  his  attention.  In  1851  he  began  to  con- 
struct a  house  and  bridge  at  that  place,  the  lat- 
ter being  ready  for  use  at  about  the  end  of  two 
3'ears.  Each  year  these  gentlemen  made  small  pur- 
chases of  land,  until  the}'  became  the  owners  of 
about  twelve  hundred  acres,  besides  entering  eight 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Iowa.  Our  subject  was 
quite  an  extensive  trader,  and  although  he  inher- 
ited anything  but  a  strong  constitution,  he  was  a 
very  busy  man,  and  never  allowed  any  department 
of  his  work  to  be  neglected.  lie  was  troubled 
with  a  bronchial  affection,  which    developed  into 
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typhoid  fever,  and  almost  before  his  friends  could 
realize  that  the  end  was  so  near,  deatli  entered  the 
portals  of  his  home,  and  on  the  14th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1866,  he  was  called  from  life.  His  widow  sur- 
vives him,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Covington. 

John  M.  Adamson,  their  son,  is  a  stock  dealer 
and  shipper,  and  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
feeding  hogs,  which  he  has  found  to  be  a  profitable 
employment.  He  was  born  in  Warren  County, 
opposite  Covington,  March  23,  1844,  and  obtained 
a  keen  insight  into  the  occupation  which  at  pres- 
ent receives  his  attention  from  his  father,  who  was 
an  experienced  buyer  and  shipper  of  stock,  as  well 
as  a  practical  and  far-seeing  agriculturist.  He 
was  always  a  Republican  politically,  was  a  strong 
worker  for  his  party,  but  was  never  an  office-seek- 
er. In  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to  himself 
and  wife,  three  are  now  living.  Oliver  died  in 
Covington  in  April,  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
having  been  a  farmer.  Those  living  are  John  M., 
Ada  O,  and  Hortense,  wife  of  Challen  Spinning, 
of  Covington. 

John  M.  Adamson  grew  up  on  the  old  farm, 
but  in  1864  took  up  his  residence  in  Covington, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  father,  he,  in  connection 
with  Ins  brother  Oliver,  began  tilling  the  home 
farm,  having  previously  devoted  much  of  his  at- 
tention to  the  buying  and  selling  of  mules  in  con- 
nection with  his  father.  He  afterward  formed  a 
partnership  with  E.  H.  Nebeker,  which  lasted  from 
1869  to  1873,  during  which  time  they  handled  an 
enormous  number  of  mules,  their  sales  at  one  time 
reaching  $18,000.  He  continued  the  business 
alone  after  their  connection  was  severed,  and  has 
given  special  attention  to  shipping.  His  father 
and  George  and  Richard  Nebeker  and  Joseph 
Foster  had  built  the  wagon  bridge  above  mention- 
ed, and  after  his  father's  death  his  mother  owned 
all  the  stock  therein,  with  the  exception  of  one 
sixth,  until  1886.  when  she  sold  the  bridge.  The 
business  of  Mr.  Adamson  will  average  about  one 
carload  of  stock  per  week,  there  being  about 
ninety  hogs  to  the  car.  He  also  handles  railroad 
ties  along  the  Wabash  Railroad,  to  the  extent  of 
from  forty  to  fifty  thousand  per  year. 

He  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  four  hundred  acres, 


which  is  a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  and  lie  owns 
twenty-four  acres  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town  where 
he  lives,  on  which  is  erected  a  handsome  and  sub- 
stantially built  brick  residence.  He  has  always  been 
connected  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  an 
active  and  intelligent  member  of  the  City  Council. 
On  the  13th  of  October,  1870,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Eleanor  M.  McDonald,  of  Coving- 
ton, who  died  November  18,  1883,  and  on  the  8th 
of  September,  1887,  he  took  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Caroline  Bell,  of  Vermillion  County,  Ind. 
His  first  wife  bore  him  one  child,  John  McDonald, 
who  was  born  November  2,  1871 ;  and  to  his  second 
union  three  children  were  born:  Frank,  born  June 
16,  1891,  and  two  children  that  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Adamson  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Adamson  is  a  Di- 
rector of  the  Fire  Department.  He  is  a  man  of 
worth  and  substantial  and  progressive  spirit,  and 
his  career  has  been  not  only  profitable  and  honor- 
able to  himself,  but  to  the  community  in  which  he 
resides.  He  is  a  very  agreeable  gentleman  with 
whom  to  have  business  dealings,  for  he  is  strictly 
honorable  in  every  respect,  and  is  always  ready 
and  willing  to  do  what  is  fair  and  right  by 
his  patrons. 


W^ARMAN  A.  PULLIAM  is  one  of  the  hon- 
ifj,  ored  early  settlers  of  Greene  Township, 
<J±x/y  Parke  County,  having  purchased  the  place 
(|§|  which  he  still  owns  November  8,  1849. 
This  farm  is  located  on  section  28,  and  for  the 
eighty-acre  tract  which  he  then  purchased,  and 
which  was  in  a  perfectly  wild  state,  Mr.  Pulliam 
paid  1575,  buying  it  at  second-hand.  He  put  up 
a  small  house,  and  with  characteristic  zeal  under- 
took to  develop  the  place.  He  has  succeeded  ad- 
mirably, and  now  has  his  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  acres  under  good  cultivation.  He  raises  grain 
largely,  and  aims  to  keep  a  good  variety  of  stock 
of  all  kinds  on  hand. 
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Garrard  Count}',  Ky.,  was  the  place  where  our 
subject  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day, 
that  event  taking  place  in  March,  1823.  His  fa- 
ther, Harman  Pulliam,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and 
emigrated  to  Garrard  County,  Ky.,  at  an  early  da}'. 
He  was,  however,  reared  in  Hanover,  Va.,  and 
there  married  Keziah  Glover,  by  whom  he  had  ten 
children,  our  subject  being  next  to  the  youngest. 
Of  this  large  family  only  one  other  is  now  living, 
Keziah,  a  resident  of  Iowa.  The  mother  died 
when  our  subject  was  merely  an  infant.  Harman 
Pulliam,  Sr.,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

When  our  subject  was  only  five  years  of  age,  his 
father  came  to  Indiana,  settling  in  Ripley  County 
for  one  year,  whence,  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  Har- 
man A.  came  to  Parke  County  with  his  eldest  brother 
William,  and  lived  with  him  for  six  years,  when  he 
started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
For  one  year  he  worked  for  Nathaniel  Steele,  in 
Washington  Township,  and  afterward  worked 
around  by  the  month  until  he  was  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Sally  Ann  Burks,  their  union 
being  celebrated  in  1843.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  Burks,  and  was  called  untimely  from 
this  life,  only  six  months  after  her  marriage. 
Again,  in  the  year  1847,  Mr.  Pulliam  was  married, 
this  time  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jesse  McLain, 
who  was  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  this  county, 
coming  here  from  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  about  the 
year  1852.  Mrs.  Pulliam  is  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
and  was  not  quite  three  years  old  when  her  par- 
ents brought  her  to  Parke  County.  For  six  years 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Pulliam  rented  land  one 
mile  east  of  where  he  now  lives,  after  which  he  set- 
tled on  a  farm  a  mile  southeast  of  here,  which  he 
carried  on  for  one  year.  Four  years  previous  to 
this,  however,  he  had  purchased  his  present  home- 
stead, and  since  that  venture  his  business  career 
has  been  marked  with  success. 

Eight  children  came  to  bless  the  hearthstone 
of  our  subject,  six  of  whom  are  yet  surviv- 
ing. They  are  as  follows:  Mary  Jane;  John  T, 
a  farmer  of  Montgomery  County,  Ind.;  Sarah 
Ann,  widow  of  William  McClain;  Jesse,  who  lives 
on  a  portion  of  his  father's  farm;  George;  and  Al- 
fred, a   farmer  of  Adams  Township.      Laura  died 


when  three  years  of  age,  and  Matilda,  wife  of  E. 
Pitts,  departed  this  life  when  thirty-two  years  of 
age,  leaving  two  children,  who  live  at  the  home 
of  our  subject.  In  regard  to  politics,  Mr.  Pulliam 
uses  his  influence  and  casts  his  ballot  in  favor  of 
the  Democratic  party.  By  his  upright  and  honor- 
able career  as  a  business  man  and  citizen  he  has 
won  the  sincere  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  It  is  always  his  endeavor  to  advance  in 
every  possible  way  the  public  good,  and  this  can- 
not be  too  highly  commended,  as  it  is  only  the 
narrow-minded  man  who  makes  his  chief  object 
the  acquisition  of  wealth,  regardless  of  the  rights 
and  feelinos  of  others. 


^>*<lS 


ILLIAM  II.  JOHNSON  is  associated  with 
the  leading  manufacturers  of  Fountain 
County,  as  the  proprietor  of  the  large 
shovel  handle  factory  at  Veedersburgh.  He  is  a 
veteran  of  the  late  war,  although  he  was  but  a 
boy  when  he  volunteered  in  the  service  of  his 
country  and  won  an  honorable  military  record 
while  bravely  helping  to  fight  its  battles. 

Our  subject  is  of  New  England  birth,  born  in 
the  town  of  St.  Albans,  Me.,  September  22,  1846. 
His  father,  Holman  Johnson,  was  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  when  he  was  a  small  boy  his 
parents  removed  to  Maine.  When  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  his  father  returned  to  New  York, 
and  later  took  up  his  residence  in  the  West,  where 
he  died.  Holman  Johnson  remained  in  Maine,  and 
was  there  married  to  a  Miss  Priest,  who  died  when 
quite  young.  He  married  for  his  second  wife 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Hiram  Goodwin,  of  St.  Albans, 
Me.  When  he  was  a  young  man  Mr.  Johnson 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shovel  handle  maker,  and  he 
engaged  at  that  all  his  life,  becoming  a  very  suc- 
cessful manufacturer,  and  at  one  time  he  owned  all 
the  patents  on  the  machinery  for  the  manufacture 
of  shovel  handles.  For  Sfteen  or  twenty  years 
before  his  death  he  made  nearly  all  the  shovel  han- 
dles that  were  made  in  the  United  States,  the  ban- 
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die  of  tlie  Ames  Shovel  being  of  his  manufacture. 
He  was  a  veiy  able  business  man,  whose  name 
stood  high  in  financial  circles  for  honorable  deal- 
ings,and  he  bore  an  unblemished  character  through 
life.  Ele  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  was  liberal  in  his  contributions  to  help 
carry  it  on,  and  all  good  objects  found  in  him  cor- 
dial and  material  encouragement. 

When  our  subject  was  ten  years  old,  his  father 
removed  to  Vermont  with  his  family,  but  after 
a  two-years  stay  in  that  State,  he  returned  to 
Maine,  where  William  was  given  the  advantages 
of  a  liberal  education  in  the  well-known  Kent's 
Hill  Acadeni}-.  His  father  was  located  at  Wayne, 
in  Kennebec  County,  after  his  return  from  the 
Green  Mountain  Stale,  and  there  our  subject 
learned  every  detail  in  the  manufacture  of  shovel 
handles  in  his  father's  large  establishment  at  that 
place,  and  after  his  marriage  he  took  charge  of  his 
father's  works  at  Industry,  to  which  he  fell  heir  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  besides  inheriting  other 
valuable  property.  He  continued  to  operate  the  mill 
at  that  point  for  several  years,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1891  he  left  his  old  home  in  Maine,  to  locate 
a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  shovel  handles  at 
Veedersburgh,  this  being  a  desirable  situation  not 
only  as  a  commercial  center,  but  on  account  of  the 
abundance  of  white  ash  timber,  which  is  the  best 
material  for  shovel  handles.  Mr.  Johnson  em- 
ploys twenty-two  workmen  and  has  a  well-fitted- 
up  establishment,  provided  with  the  best  machin- 
ery and  all  the  appliances  for  making  shovei 
handles,  of  which  he  produces  a  superior  article, 
as  he  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business. 
Our  subject  has  invented  several  very  useful  pa- 
tents, one  in  particular  for  the  bending  and  shap- 
ing of  shovel  handles,  which  is  used  exclusivel}' 
by  the  Ames  Shovel  Manufactory. 

When  the  war  broke  out,  our  subject  watched 
its  progress  with  keen  anxiety,  and  determined 
that  he  would  enter  the  army  as  soon  as  he  could 
obtain  permission,  and  on  the  10th  of  September, 
1862,  when  he  was  not  yet  sixteen  years  of  age, 
he  had  the  proud  pleasure  of  seeing  his  name  en- 
rolled as  a  member  of  Company  G,  Twenty-fourth 
Maine  Infantry.  He  went  to  the  front  and  did 
his  share  of  fighting,  and  showed   himself    to  be  a 


valiant  and  efficient  soldier,  who  had  his  coun- 
try's interests  at  heart.  He  bore  a  part  in  the 
siege  of  Port  Hudson  and  in  several  noted  battles. 
August  25,  1863,  the  youthful  soldier  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment. His  career  since  the  war  has  been  marked  by 
good  citizenship  and  an  active  public  spirit,  which 
will  be  very  beneficial  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  his  adopted  town,  as  he  is  an  encourager  of  all 
plans  for  public  improvement,  and  is  generous  in 
the  use  of  his  wealth  to  help  along  all  good  causes. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  married  at  Wayne,  in  his  na- 
tive State,  to  Miss  Kate,  daughter  of  William 
Folsom,  a  carriage  manufacturer  of  that  town. 
They  have  established  themselves  in  one  of  the 
attractive  homes  of  Veedersburgh,  and  three  chil- 
dren complete  their  pleasant  household  circle: 
Winifred,  Alfred  and  Mildred. 


?ATHER  JOSEPH  T.  BAUER,  Rector  of  St. 
S1  Joseph's  Church,  Rockville,  Ind., also  has  a 
wide  field  for  work  in  Parke, Vigo  and  Ver- 
million Counties,  supervising  mission  churches  at 
Clinton,  Rosedale.  Fontanet,  Coxville  and  Monte- 
zuma. The  Catholic  population  in  his  charge  is 
mainly  composed  of  laboring  classes,  one-fifth  of 
whom  own  real  estate.  This  remarkable  fact  is 
largely  due  to  the  earnest  endeavors  of  our  sub- 
ject in  persuading  those  of  his  Mock  to  invest 
their  money  in  homes  and  real  estate.  His  object 
in  so  doing  is  that  they  may  be  more  settled  and 
have  something  to  show  for  their  labor.  At  all 
the  churches  he  has  organized  Sunday-schools,  and 
many  of  the  congregations  have  well-disciplined 
choirs  and  good  singing. 

Father  Bauer  was  born  in  Evansville,  Ind., 
August  10,  1865,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and 
Catherine  Bauer,  of  that  city.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  Trinity  School  of  Evans- 
ville, where  he  was  a  pupil  from  the  time  he  was 
six  until   he   was  fourteen   years   of  age.     Snbse- 


226 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


quently  he  attended  the  college  and  seminary  at 
St.  Meinrad,  Spencer  County,  Ind.,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  was  graduated  in  1889,  being  ordained 
a  priest  on  May  29  of  that  year.  He  at  once 
located  at  St.  Mary's,  in  Vigo  County,  where  he 
had  charge  of  several  churches  now  in  his  district. 
In  September,  1891,  he  came  to  Rockville,  and 
built  the  neat  and  substantial  parsonage  adjoin- 
ing the  church,  which  is  now  his  place  of  resi- 
dence. 

Two  years  ago  there  were  but  two  church  build- 
ings under  Father  Bauer's  supervision — one  at 
Rockville,  and  the  other  at  Montezuma.  Since 
then  he  has  erected  church  edifices  at  Fontanel, 
Rosedale,  Coxville  and  Clinton.  This  spring 
(1893)  it  is  his  intention  to  sell  the  church  prop- 
erty at  the  last-named  city,  and  erect  a  fine  brick 
building,  30x50  feet.  When  he  started  in  the 
work  there  were  only  five  families  in  the  Clinton 
church,  but  now  the  congregation  numbers  seventy- 
five  families,  and  in  the  several  congregations 
over  which  he  has  charge  there  are  now  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  families.  The  six  churches 
embrace  about  nine  hundred  members,  which  in- 
clude the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  no  less  than 
twenty  small  towns. 

Father  Bauer  is  a  most  zealous  worker  in  the 
church  and  a  very  devout  young  man.  No  one 
could  have  the  interests  of  his  people  more  at 
heart.  At  the  time  he  assumed  charge  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  prejudice  against  the  church,  but 
this  he  has  endeavored  to  mitigate  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  has  succeeded  beyond  his  expectations. 
The  cause  of  temperance  has  found  in  him  a  warm 
advocate,  and,  recognizing  the  fact  that  intemper- 
ance is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of  the  age,  he  has 
been  very  strenuous  in  his  efforts  for  its  overthrow 
among  his  people. 

By  his  genial  manners  and  sincere  enthusiasm 
Father  Bauer  has  won  friends  for  himself  and  the 
church,  even  among  those  outside  of  his  denomi- 
nation. Regardless  of  creeds  and  differences  of 
opinion,  he  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  worth  and  a 
worker  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  With  regard  to 
politics,  he  votes  according  to  his  convictions,  but 
takes  no  active  part,  believing  that  a  minister 
should  not  sacrifice  his  influence  in   the  church  by 


striving  to  direct  the  votes  of  his  members  for  any 
given  party  or  candidate. 

History  of  the    Catholic    Church    in    Parke 
County,  lnd. 


One  hundred  years  before  the  standard  of  Ge- 
neva was  planted  in  Parke  County,  the  Catholic 
missionaries  had  taught  the  doctrine  of  the  Cross 
to  the  Indians  and  French-Canadians  on  the 
Wabash  River.  For  when  Rev.  Isaac  McCoy,  the 
first  man  to  preach  Protestant  Christianity  in 
Parke  County,  began  his  work,  he  found  the 
Catholic  missionaries  had  preceded  him,  made 
many  converts  among  the  Indians,  and  had 
attended  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  Catholic 
French-Canadian  traders  and  settlers.  Among  the 
latter,  Christmas  Dasney,  the  son  of  Ambroise 
Dasney,  needs  special  mention,  owing  to  the  fact 
of  his  donating  a  piece  of  ground  near  Armies- 
burgh  as  a  Catholic  cemetery.  The  earliest  inter- 
ment in  this  cemetery  at  present  recorded  is  that 
of  Bridget  Mary  Dean,  who  died  November  5, 
1847. 

From  the  time  when  Marquette  discovered  the 
Mississippi,  in  1673,  until  the  suspension  of  the 
Jesuits,  in  1773,  a  century  after,  these  followers  of 
the  Cross  were  in  season  and  out  of  season  in  their 
efforts  to  convert  the  Indian  tribes  dwelling  be- 
tween the  Lakes  and  the  Ohio,  the  Miami  and  the 
Mississippi.  Positive  historical  data  are  at  hand 
to  prove  that  as  early  as  1712  Father  Gabriel 
Marest,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  passed  down  the 
Wabash,  preaching  to  the  natives.  He  was  fol- 
lowed in  1749  by  Father  Meurin,  from  Quebec,  who 
found  French-Canadians  at  every  landing.  Rt. 
Rev.  Bishop  Brute,  the  first  Bishop  of  Vincennes, 
on  his  return  trip  of  six  hundred  miles  to  Chicago 
went  by  way  of  Logansport,  Fayetteville,  Attica, 
and  Covington  to  Terre  Haute,  and  most  probably 
passed  down  the  Wabash. 

In  the  person  of  Rev.  L.  Lalumiere,  who  was  at 
one  time  the  only  priest  Bishop  Brute  had  in  his 
vast  diocese  of  Indiana  and  a  portion  of  Illinois, 
we  have  the  first  priest  also  who  from  1842  attended 
to  the  scattered  Catholics  in  Parke  County.  There 
is  positive  evidence  of  his  attending  those  work- 
ing on  the  canal,  as  also  of  the  ministerial  visits  of 
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Rev.  Mr.  Ryan,  of  North  Ann,  111.  Rev.  L.  Lalu- 
miere  celebrated  mass  in  1854  in  the  old  log  house 
of  Martin  Ryan,  still  situated  in  the  meadow  south 
of  the  present  home. 

In  the  same  year  services  were  held  by  him  in 
what  was  Rockville's  first  schoolhouse,  a  little  log 
hut  on  John  Sillman's  place,  still  existing.  At 
that  time  John  Broderiek.  a  railroad  contractor, 
was  working  at  the  place  on  the  old  Evansville  & 
Crawfordsville  Railroad,  and  the  number  of  per- 
sons attending,  both  Catholics  and  Protestants, 
was  so  great  that  the  good  Father  had  to  erect  the 
altar  outside  of  the  house,  near  the  door,  and 
preach  to  the  audience  grouped  together  in  the 
yard.  In  1855  services  were  held  at  Leatherwood, 
in  the  house  of  Mr.  Weldon,  on  what  was  termed 
Butler's  Place. 

Up  to  1861  Rev.  Mr.  Highland,  in  charge  of 
Greencaslle,  came  to  Rockville  and  celebrated  mass 
in  the  house  of  John  Barry,  situated  on  the  lot  be- 
tween the  house  of  David  Strouse  and  the  present 
Christian  Church.  In  1856  divine  services  were 
held  by  him  in  the  bakery  of  a  Mr.  Hannigan,  a 
little  brick  house  situated  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Tribune  office.  Alternately,  after  that  date,  he 
said  mass  in  the  houses  of  Messrs.  James  Kinney, 
Raggett  and  Pat  Reardon,  remaining  about  Rock- 
ville a  week  or  so  at  a  time,  attending  to  Monte- 
zuma in  the  old  log  house,  still  existing,  of  Mr. 
James  Reardon.  In  1861  he  was  taken  sick,  and 
retired  to  Terre  Haute.  From  1861  to  1869  Rock- 
ville and  Montezuma  were  attended  from  Terre 
Haute  by  the  Reverend  Benedictine  Fathers,  Rt. 
Rev.  Fintan  Mundwiler,0.  S.  B.,  now  Abbot  of  the 
Benedictine  Monastery  at  St.  Meinrad,  Spencer 
County,  Ind.,  and  by  Rev.  Chrysostom  Foffa,  O.  S. 
B.,  and  Rev.  Bede  O'Connor,  O.  S.  B. 

In  1867  Rev.  Meinrad  McCarthy,  O.S.B.,  known 
as  the  "  Church  Builder,"  attended  regularly  every 
month  or  six  weeks  from  St.  Mary's,  Vigo  County, 
and  brought  about  a  fixed  church  organization. 
He  bought  a  lot,  No.  4  in  the  West  Addition  of 
Rockville,  from  Mr.  Blackledge  for  $1,000.  This 
purchase  included  the  building,  used  as  a  carpen- 
ter shop,  and  the  frame  work  of  a  house,  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  church  at  Montezuma. 
The  church  ut  Rockville  was  dedicated  in  honor  of 


the  Immaculate  Conception,  and  that  at  Monte- 
zuma in  honor  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin Mary.  From  1869  to  1878  the  priests  of 
Terre  Haute  attended,  among  them  notably  the 
Rev.  H.  Alerding,  then  assistant  at  St.  Joseph's, 
Terre  Haute,  now  pastor  of  St.  Joseph's  Church 
at  Indianapolis.  In  1872  the  Franciscan  Fathers 
(O.  M.  C.)  took  charge  of  St.  Joseph's  Church  at 
Terre  Haute,  and  visits  are  noted  of  these  Fathers 
to  Rockville  and  Montezuma. 

About  1876  or  1877  Rev.  Mr.  Quinlan  took  the 
initial  steps  toward  having  a  resident  priest  on 
these  missions  by  building  a  parsonage  of  four 
rooms  to  the  church  at  Montezuma.  On  the  1st 
of  February,  1878,  Rev.  T.  O'Donaghue  was  ap- 
pointed the  first  resident  pastor  at  Montezuma, 
and  attended  until  October  16,  1879.  Revs. 
Riehle  and  McBarron,  of  St.  Mary's,  Vigo  County, 
Ind.,  attended  then  until  the  appointment,  De- 
cember, 1879,  of  Rev.  B.  Kintrup,  who  built  the 
bell-tower,  and  secured  a  bell  for  Montezuma. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  of  March,  1882,  the 
Reverend  Father  attempted  to  cross  the  Wabash 
River  on  the  Indianapolis,  Decatur  &  Western 
Railroad  bridge  at  Montezuma,  was  overtaken  by 
a  train,  and  in  his  effort  to  clear  the  track,  which 
had  no  special  walk  for  foot  passengers,  fell  from 
the  bridge  and  was  drowned.  His  body  was  found 
next  morning,  attached  to  a  snag, about  two  miles 
above  Clinton,  and  on  being  identified  was  taken 
for  interment  to  the  old  cemetei\y  at  Armies- 
burgh. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pierrard,  of  Brazil,  Clay  County, 
attended  the  missions  several  times  after  that,  and 
was  followed  in  rapid  succession  by  the  Revs.  Jo- 
seph and  Boever,  from  August  to  October,  1882, 
and  Rev.  D.  Swagers  from  October  to  December, 
1882.  Rev.  Mr.  McEvoy  attended  then  off  and  on 
until  January,  1884.  In  March,  1884,  Rev.  T.  W. 
Cosgrove  was  appointed,  attending  until  April, 
1884,  when,  on  a  visit  at  the  house  of  Martin  Ryan, 
he  was  taken  with  congestion,  and  died,  having 
been  a  priest  only  ninety-  days.  His  body  was 
taken  for  interment  to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  his 
parents  lived.  Revs.  Mr.  McEvoy  and  Joseph,  O. 
M.  C,  attended  then  up  to  April,  1885. 

In  September,  1885,  Rev.  John   Coffey   was  ap- 
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pointed,  and  remained  until  December,  to  be  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  P.  Nix,  who  resided  at  St.  Joseph's 
parsonage,  Terre  Haute.  In  the  fall  of  1886  Rev. 
Mr.  Nix  built  the  present  neat  church  at  Rock- 
ville,  at  an  expense  of  well  nigh  $2,000.  In  July, 
1887,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Monseignor  Bessonies  dedicated 
the  church  in  honor  of  St.  Joseph.  Rev.  Mr.  Nix 
remained  in  charge  until  July,  1887,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  Bodie,  Cal.,  where  he  is  still  work- 
ing successfully. 

In  1887  Rev.  Mr.  Riehle  organized  the  miners, 
etc.,  living  at  Coxville  and  Rosedale  into  a  con- 
gregation. In  1890  the  Block  Coal  Company,  of 
Brazil,  donated  a  piece  of  property,  where  Rev. 
Joseph  Bauer  built  a  small  frame  church,  utilizing 
the  remaining  ground  as  a  cemetery.  In  1891 
Mr.  Jerry  Sullivan,  of  Rosedale,  donated  a  half- 
lot  in  the  Doty  Addition,  and  on  it  a  church  was 
built  in  1892.  Both  places  are  attended  alternately 
twice  a  month,  and  have  an  organized  Sunday- 
school  and  choir.  After  Rev.  Mr.  Nix'  departure 
the  Revs.  McEvoy  and  Joseph,  O.  M.  C,  attended 
Rockville  and  Montezuma  until  July,  1889,  when 
Rev.  Joseph  T.  Bauer,  living  at  St.  Mary's,  took 
charge  of  the  counties  of  Parke,  Vermillion  and 
the  extreme  northeast  corner  of  Vigo. 

Building  a  parsonage  of  five  rooms  at  Rockville 
in  the  year  1891,  he  began  to  reside  there,  organ- 
izing a  permanent  Sunday-school,  choir  and  church 
societies.  At  present  writing,  June  2,  1893,  there 
abideth  still  at  Rockville  the  "unprofitable  ser- 
vant," the  writer. 


f(__^ON.  FRANCIS  M.  DICE  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Bar  at  Crawfords- 
ville,  Ind.,  also  a  veteran  of  the  late  war, 
jj)  and  lias  had  an  important  career  as  a  law- 
yer and  citizen.  Me  was  born  in  Fountain  County, 
Ind.,  and  is  the  son  of  Hon.  Jacob  Dice,  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  State  Legislature  dur- 
ing the  important  sessions  of  18.0 1-52.  Our  sub- 
ject received  his  education  in  the  common    schools 


of  his  district,  and  was  then  sent  to  Wesley  Acad- 
emy, where  he  spent  several  terms.  He  then  en- 
listed in  the  army  of  the  Union,  joining  Com- 
pany C,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Indiana  In- 
fantry, W.  C.  Rise  commanding,  and  passed  eight 
months  in  East  Tennessee.  He  was  with  his  regi- 
ment as  Corporal  at  the  battle  of  Blue  Springs, 
October  10,  1863,  and  also  at  Walker's  Ford,  De- 
cember 2,  1863,  where  his  regiment  was  twice 
forced  to  cross  the  river  under  fire  from  the  ene- 
my's guns. 

After  returning  from  the  army,  our  subject 
taught  school  near  his  old  home  during  1864,  and 
in  this  way  secured  means  to  attend  Asbury  Uni- 
versity, and  from  that  place  he  graduated  in  1868 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,and  three  years  later  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  wasconferred  upon  him.  He  had 
accomplished  a  Herculean  task,  having  com- 
pleted a  six-years  course  in  four  years,  besides 
having  taught  two  terms  of  school  and  read- 
ing law.  Later  he  studied  law  with  Col.  W.  C. 
Wilson,  of  La  Fayette,  and  then  opened  a  law  office 
at  Covington,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1869.  In  the  years  of  1874  and  1875,  he  became 
the  editor,  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  Republic, 
printed  at  Covington,  through  the  columns  of 
which  he  made  it  uncomfortably  warm  for  his 
Democratic  opponents.  Also  at  one  time  our  sub- 
ject rilled  the  offices  of  Township  Trustee,  and 
County  School  Examiner  of  Fountain  County.  He 
was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  to  the  State 
Senate  from  Warren  and  Fountain  Counties  in 
1876,  being  opposed  by  the  combined  forces  of  the 
Democratic  and  Greenback  parties. 

While  serving  as  State  Senator  Mr.  Dice  was  a 
member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  in  reference  to  erecting  the  new 
State  House.  He  was  a  supporter  of  the  plan  of 
erecting  the  new  building  and  used  his  influence 
on  the  committee  to  that  end,  and  the  matter 
was  so  closely  contested  that  all  such  influence 
was  needed,  as  the  bill  passed  through  the  com- 
mittee with  but  one  majority.  It  is  largely  to 
him  that  the  State  is  indebted  for  its  magnifi- 
cent State  House,  a  building  that  does  credit  to  its 
advocates. 

During  the  second  term  of  service  in  the  Senate, 
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Mr.  Dice  was  placed  upon  several  important  com- 
mittees. In  1880,  having  received  the  nomination 
by  the  Republican  party  as  candidate  for  Reporter 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  made  a  thorough  can- 
vass of  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  and  was 
elected  with  the  party's  nominees  in  the  fall  of 
that  year.  This  position  he  occupied  for  a  term 
of  four  years  and  filled  it  with  credit  to  the  State 
and  honor  to  himself.  It  is  a  place  of  importance 
and  responsibility,  and  one  that  requires  both  lit- 
erary and  legal  ability,  and  Mr.  Dice  did  not  dis- 
appoint the  expectation  of  his  friends.  AVhiie 
occupying  this,  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of 
his  official  duties  he  gained  the  approbation  of  the 
legal  fraternity  generall}'  throughout  the  State. 
Such  men  as  President  Harrison,  Gov.  Porter  and 
the  Hon.  Michael  C.  Kerr,  and  a  host  of  others, 
have  graced  the  same  position,  which  indeed  re- 
quires and  demands  the  closest  concentration  of 
thought,  command  of  legal  phraseology,  and  facil- 
ity of  expression.  Senator  Dice  entered  into  this 
position  determined  to  keep  the  standard  of  Indi- 
ana's reports  up  to  the  place  which  his  predecessors 
had  gained  for  them.  The  syllabi  of  the  cases  were 
written  by  him,  he  giving  personal  attention  to  the 
same,  and  also  his  personal  attention  to  the  verifi- 
cation of  the  citation  of  the  Judge's  work.  This 
required  a  vast  amount  of  labor,  which  was  freely 
given,  and  the  results  have  proven  of  great 
value.  The  decisions  edited  by  Mr.  Dice  are  prin- 
ted in  octavo  volumes  and  are  considered  by  men 
of  legal  ability  as  being  among  the  most  carefully 
edited  and  compiled  of  all  law  reports  of  any  of 
the  States.  He  also  changed  the  manner  of  num- 
bering the  volumes  from  Roman  to  Arabic  numer- 
als, which  met  with  much  commendation.  The 
copyright  of  these  volumes  is  held  by  Senator  Dice. 
He  published  twenty-nine  volumes  during  his 
term  of  office,  that  number  being  more  than  has 
been  published  by  any  one  holding  the  office  be- 
fore or  since. 

In  1884,  Senator  Dice  moved  to  Crawfordsville, 
where  as  a  boy  he  had  frequently  visited  an  uncle, 
who  lived  one-half  mile  south  of  the  city.  The 
surroundings  of  the  place  had  made  such  an  im- 
pression upon  him  that  he  then  declared  that  when 
he  grew  to  manhood  he  would  buy  the  place  and 


make  it  his  home.  His  youthful  ideas  have  been 
realized,  as  he  purchased  his  uncle's  place  and 
there  is  spending  a  pleasant  life  upon  the  spot, 
and  surrounded  by  the  scenes,  which  made  such 
an  impression  upon  his  bo3'ish  imagination.  He 
has  there  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  roll- 
ing land,  where  he  has  erected  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence and  devotes  much  time  to  the  raising  of 
fine  horses. 

Senator  Dice  has  a  very  interesting  family.  He 
was  married  December  22,  1871,  to  Miss  Mary 
Frances  Thompson,  daughter  of  William  Thomp- 
son, of  Covington.  Mrs.  Dice  is  a  cousin  of  Uni- 
ted States  Treasurer  Nebeker,  and  the  mother  of 
five  children.  Edna  M.  was  a  student  of  La  Salle 
Seminary  at  Auburndale,  Mass.,  and  graduated 
from  that  place  in  the  Class  of  '92.  Gertrude, 
a  sweet  girl,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Francis 
M.  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and  Florence 
and  Marguerite  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Dice  is  a  cul- 
tured lady,  having  been  educated  at  Evanston, 
111.,  and  was  a  schoolmate  of  Indiana's  well-be- 
loved agitator  for  woman's  rights,  Mrs.  Sewall,  of 
Indianapolis.  Senator  Dice  is  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Kappa  Psi  College  Club,  and  is  a  man  who  en- 
joys both  political  and  social  popularity,  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  Republicans  of 
Indiana. 


\J'  OHN  L.  DAVIS,  an  extensive  and  wealthy 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Union  Township, 
his  beautiful  home  on  section  25,  is  pre-em- 
inent in  financial  circles  as  one  of  the  most 
alert,  astute  and  far-seeing  of  the  energetic,  broad- 
minded,  liberal-spirited  business  men  whose  names 
have  been  prominently  associated  with  the  prog- 
ress of  Montgomer3'  County  during  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century  or  more.  This  is  his  native  count}', 
his  parents  being  among  its  earliest  settlers,  and  he 
was  born  April  4,  1831,  in  Brown  Township,  on 
land  that  his  father,  Randolph  Davis,  had  entered 
from  the  Government-Some  years  previously. 
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Randolph  Davis  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in 
1794,  and  was  of  Welsh  parentage.  His  father 
moved  to  Ohio  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  was 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Butler  County.  Ran- 
dolph Davis  was  there  married  to  Miss  Abigail 
Hoel,  a  daughter  of  a  farmer  of  that  State  and  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  She  survives  him,  and  is 
living  in  Indiana  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninet}'- 
eight.  In  the  fall  of  1826  Mr.  Davis  came  to  this 
State,  and  bought  four  hundred  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land  in  Brown  Township,  upon  which  he 
settled.  He  also  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  more  land  of  the  Government,  for  which  he 
paid  $1.25  an  acre,  besides  purchasing  other  land 
from  time  to  time  until  he  had  seven  hundred 
acres.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  come  here,  and 
he  found  the  surrounding  country  in  its  primitive 
condition  and  very  sparsely  settled,  and  even  at 
C'rawfordsville  there  were  not  more  than  two  fam- 
ilies on  the  present  site  of  the  city.  Mr.  Davis 
had  to  cut  down  forest  trees  to  make  room  for  the 
log  cabin  that  he  built  for  his  family,  which  was  a 
rude  affair,  with  puncheon  floor  and  clapboard  roof, 
and  a  sheet  hung  over  the  entrance  tor  a  door 
for  a  time.  He  became  one  of  the  leading  pio- 
neers of  the  county,  and  was  prospered  in  his 
every  undertaking.  He  was  an  extensive  stock- 
dealer,  and  there  was  probably  no  man  in  the 
county  who  did  more  business  than  he  in  his  day. 
He  lived  on  the  old  homestead  for  over  fort}'  years, 
and  then  bought  a  better  place.  His  last  days 
were  passed  in  southeastern  Missouri,  where  lie  died 
in  186(5,  and  there  he  lies  buried.  He  was  a  man 
of  marked  force  of  character  and  was  a  fine  type 
of  our  self-made  men.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig 
in  politics,and  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
old-time  militia,  acting  as  major  of  a  regiment, 
while  his  son  Jacob  was  a  colonel.  The  family 
was  represented  in  the  late  rebellion  by  his  son 
Isaac.  The  father  was  also  one  of  the  leading 
Masons  of  his  day. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  eight  children, 
of  whom  seven  grew  to  maturity,  and  five  are  still 
living,  namely:  Isaac,  formerly  a  fanner  and  one 
of  the  heaviest  stock-dealers  in  the  county,  now 
Living  in  retirement  at  Crawfordsville;  Eliza;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  John  Burgess,  a  farmer  of  this  county; 


our  subject;  and  Jemima,  the  wife  of  Wesley  Mc- 
Kinley,  of  Crawfordsville.  Joshua  died  at  the  age 
of  three  }-ears.  Jacob,  who  died  at  Crawfords- 
ville, was  a  heavy  grain-dealer,  pork-packer  and 
farmer  of  this  county;  and  Thompson,  now  de- 
ceased, was  a  farmer  in  this  county. 

John  L.  Davis  was  given  excellent  educational 
advantages,  as  after  he  left  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  township  lie  was  sent  to  Waveland  Sem- 
inary, where  he  was  fitted  for  college,  and  he  then 
entered  Wabash  College,  where  he  pursued  a  prac- 
tical course  of  stud}*.  He  continued  to  live  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  thirty-one,  assisting  the 
family  in  the  management  of  the  extensive  agri- 
cultural interests.  He  fanned  on  the  old  home- 
stead for  a  year  after  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
in  1861,  and  then  bought  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  the  farm  upon  which  he  lives  in  Union 
Township.  He  has  purchased  other  land  since, 
and  now  has  four  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres, 
which  aie  all  well  tilled,  and  have  been  developed 
into  one  of  the  choicest  farms  of  the  county  by 
the  many  valuable  improvements  that  our  subject 
has  made  from  time  to  time.  He  and -his  family 
dwelt  for  some  fourteen  years  in  the  little  brick 
house  that  still  stands  on  the  place,  known  as  the 
Elliot  Farm,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  built  their 
present  elegant  residence,  which  is  the  finest  in  the 
township,  of  a  pleasing  and  appropriate  style  of 
architecture,  convenient  in  its  arrangements,  and 
having  an  all-pervading  air  of  culture,  refinement 
and  unobtrusive  hospitality  that  mark  the  true 
home.  There  arc  a  fine  barn  and  other  substantial 
buildings,  all  kept  in  good  order,  and  on  every 
hand  it  is  shown  that  agriculture  is  carried  on 
systematically,  with  intelligent  regard  to  the  best 
modern  methods.  Mr.  Davis  devotes  his  farm  to 
general  farming  and  has  it  well  stocked,  raising 
none  but  the  finest  grade  of  cattle,  horses  and 
hogs.  He  has  by  no  means  confined  his  attention 
to  farming,  but  he  has  branched  out  in  other  direc- 
tions. From  1884  until  1889  he  was  in  the  grain 
business  at  Crawfordsville,  and  for  about  four 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  pork-packing  trade  at 
Terre  Haute  with  Charles  Allen,  Jacob  D.  Early 
and  Jacob  Davis,  under  the  firm  name  of  Early, 
Davis  &.  Co,     He  has  also   done  a  good   deal    of 
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business  on  the  Chicago  and  Cincinnati  boards  of 
trade.  He  is  a  shrewd,  careful,  clear-headed  finan- 
cier, invests  his  money  judiciously,  invariably 
securing  good  returns, and  whatever  his  judgment 
sanctions  is  sure  to  be  sound  and  safe. 

Our  subject  is  very  pleasantly  situated  as  re- 
gards his  domestic  life,  as  his  wife  is  a  true  home- 
maker,  who  knows  how  to  guide  her  household 
affairs  so  as  to  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  well- 
being  of  her  family,  or  of  any  friend  or  stranger 
who  may  be  the  recipient  of  their  charming  hos- 
pitality. Mrs.  Davis  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza 
E.  Beunifield,  and,  like  her  husband,  she  is  also  a 
native  of  this  county,  of  which  her  father,  George 
Bennifield,  was  one  of  the  original  settlers.  He 
came  here  from  Jefferson  County,  having  pre- 
viously come  to  the  State  from  Kentucky.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis  have  had  three  children.  George 
E.,  who  lives  on  his  father's  place,  married  Miss 
Amelia  Seaman,  of  this  county;  Millie  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  J.  L.  Beatty,  of  New  Market,  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  Montgomery  County;  and 
Henry  died  at  the  age  of  four  months. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  gentleman  of  honor  and  high 
"personal  standing,  ever  courteous  and  considerate 
in  his  intercourse  with  others,  and  charitably  dis- 
posed towards  the  needy  and  unfortunate.  He  is 
imbued  with  a  generous  public  spirit,  having 
always  the  dearest  interests  of  his  native  count}- 
at  heart,  and  his  hand  lias  fostered  many  an  enter- 
prise for  the  promotion  of  its  growth.  He  is 
identified  with  its  financial  institutions  as  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Citizens'  National  Bank  at 
Crawfordsville  and  as  a  stockholder  in  the  Live- 
stock Insurance  Co.  of  that  city,  that  has  a  capital 
of  $100,000. 

As  a  leading  member  of  the  Montgomery 
County  Agricultural  Society,  our  subject  lias  played 
an  important  part  in  raising  the  standard  of  agri- 
culture in  this  section  of  the  country.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  society, 
and  it  is  largely  due  to  the  progressive  and  en- 
lightened policy  that  he  has  pursued  in  the  vari- 
ous offices  that  he  has  held,  from  Superintendent 
of  Floral  Hall  to  that  of  President  of  the  society, 
that  it  has  so  completely  fulfilled  the  purposes  of 
such  an  organization.     He  has  spared  neither  time 


nor  money  to  make  the  Crawfordsville  Fair  what  it 
now  is,  the  best  in  the  State.  During  his  term  as 
president,  by  his  untiring  efforts  and  the  able 
assistance  of  Secretary  F.  L.  Snyder,  enthusiast- 
ically seconded  by  their  fellow-members,  the  Craw- 
fordsville Fair  for  1891  far  exceeded  in  number 
and  value  of  exhibits  any  fair  in  Indiana,  except 
the  State  Fair. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  Republican  of  decided  political 
views,  and  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  his 
party.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  Masons 
in  the  State,  one  of  the  chief  members  of  Mont- 
gomery Lodge,  and  he  has  taken  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  Masonry.  He  has  been  Treasurer  of  the 
commandery,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  member 
and  as  standard-bearer  he  has  carried  the  banner 
at  six  triennials  of  the  order — once  at  Baltimore 
twenty  years  ago,  and  at  Cleveland,  Chicago,  San 
Francisco, St.  Louis,  Washington  and  Denver. 
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feILL  B.  REED.  Of  the  younger  element  of 
our  prominent,  energetic  and  influential 
citizens,  none  are  better  known  than  Will 
B.  Reed,  one  of  the  distinguished  attorneys  of 
Fountain  County.  During  the  years  he  has  prac- 
ticed his  profession  here,  he  has  shown  himself 
to  be  endowed  with  superior  ability,  and  his 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  law,  together 
with  the  soundness  of  his  judgment,  secured  him 
almost  immediate  recognition  at  the  Bar.  From 
that  time  to  the  present  he  has  so  identified  him- 
self with  the  affairs  of  the  place,  that  its  history 
can  not  be  recorded  without  according  him  a  con- 
spicuous and  honorable  part. 

Mr.  Reed  was  born  in  Delphi,  Ind.,  March  1, 
1856,  and  his  father,  Joseph  C.  Reed,  D.  D.,  was  a 
native  of  Ohio.  His  mother,  Emma  (Boothroyd) 
Reed,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  they  were 
married  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  Rev.  Joseph  C. 
Reed  was  twice  a  Representative  to  the  general 
conference,  and  prepared  a  history  of  the  North- 
western  Indiana  Conference,  mainly  biographical 
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of  the  men  with  whom  he  was  associated.  It  was 
left  in  writing  and  has  never  been  published.  He 
was  a  natural  poet  and  a  born  orator,  with  en- 
larged views,  and  he  often  delivered  his  whole 
sermon  in  rhyme.  His  entire  life  was  passed  in 
ministering  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  fellow- 
men  in  Indiana.  The  degree  of  D.  D.  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  Asbury  University,  about  ten 
years  before  his  demise.  He  was  Secretary  of  the 
Northwestern  Indiana  Conference  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  was  presiding  Elder  for  eight  years  after 
the  war  and  again  a  few  years  later.  He  had  a 
pastorate  at  Attica  in  1878,  and  lived  in  that  city 
for  two  years.  His  widow  is  now  a  resident  of 
that  place.  This  good  and  noble  man  passed 
away  in  October,  1889,  after  a  life  spent  in  doing 
good  deeds. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  received 
in  the  high  schools  of  La  Fayette,  and  later  he  be- 
gan reading  law  with  Isaac  E.  Schoonover,  being 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1881.  After  this  he  was 
connected  with  Mr.  Schoonover  for  about  five  years, 
but  was  in  his  office  for  about  three  years  prior  to 
that,  and  since  1886  he  has  practiced  his  profession 
alone.  In  the  same  year  he  was  elected  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  the  Twenty-first  Judicial  District 
by  the  Republican  party,  and  in  1888  he  was  re- 
elected without  opposition.  In  1886  his  oppon- 
ent was  Daniel  W.  Simes,  and  our  subject  was 
elected  with  eleven  hundred  majority,  when  the 
ordinary  majority  was  about  six  hundred.  He  is 
at  present  City  Attorney,  and  is  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  been  a  delegate  to  State  and  Congressional 
conventions,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  young  men 
of  the  county. 

Mr.  Heed  is  Secretary  of  the  Attica  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  was  one  of  its  originators 
in  1883,  and  has  always  been  its  Secretary  and 
Attorney.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
and  is  a  Thirty-second  Degree  Mason.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  being  Master 
Exchequer  and  Past  Chancellor.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  first  representative  to 
the  same.  On  the  3d  of  April,  1881,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  L.  Hay,  of 
Attica,  daughter  of   Dr.    D,  K,    Hay,  formerly  a 


prominent  physician  of  Attica.  Mrs.  Reed  was 
born  in  that  city  on  the  20th  of  April,  1857.  The 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child, 
a  little  girl  of  six  named  Nayne.  Mrs.  Reed  is  a 
worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  a  lady  of  taste  and  judgment. 

In  Mr.  Reed  the  community  has  a  faithful  and 
unswerving  friend,  ever  alert  to  serve  her  best  in- 
terests and  generous  in  his  contributions  toward 
every  movement  tending  to  the  general  advance- 
ment. He  is  an  accomplished  and  polished  gentle- 
man, both  by  instinct  and  training,  and  possesses 
generous,  true-hearted  and  hospitable  instincts. 
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\17  AWRENCE  0.  GRAY,  the  junior  member 
I  (fij)  of  the  firm  of  Pence  &  Gray,  is  the  gentle- 
J*— ^,  man  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  near  Birmingham,  Ala.,  September 
28,  1863,  to  Andrew  W.  and  Elizabeth  Gray.  The" 
former  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  in  his 
younger  days  was  a  successful  school  teacher,  and 
was  born  in  1819.  After  leaving  the  public  schools 
our  subject  completed  his  education  at  the  Central 
Normal  College,  of  Danville,  Ind.  After  the  com- 
pletion of  his  course  at  the  Normal,  he  became 
one  of  the  few  successful  teachers  of  the  county. 
Mr.  Gray  has  followed  this  occupation  for  nine 
years,  in  both  common  and  graded  schools,  and  at 
the  close  of  his  scholastic  labors  he  held  a  per- 
petual certificate  entitling  him  to  teach  anywhere 
in  the  State  during  his  lifetime.  His  services  as 
a  teacher  were  always  in  demand,  and  he  could 
command  the  best  wages  paid  to  any  of  his  class. 
He  was  principal  of  the  graded  schools  of  Jess  up, 
Ind.,  and  also  of  Poland,  subsequently  accepting  a 
position  as  an  instructor  of  languages  at  Catlin. 
After  closing  his  school  labors  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  a  general  merchandise  store  at  Bridge- 
town, Parke  County,  and  entered  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  W.  R  Pence.  As  has  been  stated  in  the 
sketch  of  his  partner,  the  storeroom   was  enlarged 
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and  a  good  stock  of  boots,  shoes,  clothing,  etc., 
was  opened  up  in  June  of  1892. 

July  15,  1891,  Mr.  Gray  became  the  husband  of 
Miss  Ella  May  Brown,  a  young  lady  resident  of 
Florida  Township,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
Brown,  a  representative  farmer,  who  is  the  posses- 
sor of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  fine  farming- 
land.  Mrs.  Gray  was  born  May  8,  1874,  and  after 
her  marriage  became  the  fond  mother  of  one  child, 
a  son,  Claude  B.,  who  was  born  September  25,  1892. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  but  not 
one  of  those  politicians  who  aspire  to  political 
prominence.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  while  his  good  wife  is  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  is  well  posted 
in  regard  to  national  topics,  and  is  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  Republican  principles.  This  enterprising 
young  business  man  is  possessed  of  sagacity,  fore- 
thought and  energy,  and  is  attractive  alike  to 
friend  and  stranger.  He  always  takes  a  lively  in- 
terest in  his  mercantile  operations,  and  is  deserv- 
ing of  a  representation  among  the  business  men 
of  the  county. 


AVID  FULLINWIDER,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  farmers  of  Parke 
Count}',  now  resides  on  section  4,  Greene 
Township,  where  he  and  his  sons  are  en- 
gaged in  raising  principally  wheat  and  corn.  Re- 
sides growing  cereals,  he  devotes  considerable  at- 
tention to  live-stock,  having  kept  some  of  the 
best  varieties,  and  does  a  large  business  in  that 
line.  On  the  farm  may  be  found  at  the  present 
time  about  three  hundred  sheep,  the  majority  be- 
ing of  the  Shopshire  breed.  Mr.  Fullin  wider  takes 
a  great  interest  in  everything  relating  to  the  com- 
munity, and  has  used  his  influence  for  the  exten- 
sion of  railroads  through  the  count}'.  He  gave 
$500  to  help  the  construction  of  the  Monon 
Route,  and  was  also  very  liberal  in  getting  the 
Vandalia  Line  through,  being  one  of  the  local  di- 
rectors.    This  was  at  the  time  when  it  seemed    as 

11 


though  the  whole  enterprise  would  be  a  total  fail- 
ure. His  township,  particularly,  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  him  for  the  building  of  the  Vandalia 
Road.  He  is  also  a  promoter  of  the  building  of 
the  gravel  roads. 

In  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  Mr.  Fullinwider's  birth 
occurred  on  October  15,  1814.  He  was  a  son  of 
Jacob  Fullinwider,  who  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Peter  Fullin- 
wider, a  preacher  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Switzer- 
land and  was  in  Ft.  Rice,  on  Buffalo  Creek, 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  where  the  settlers  were 
attacked  by  one  hundred  braves.  The  Indians, 
who  were  repulsed,  loaded  a  wagon  with  flax, 
intending  to  push  it  up  to  the  block-house  and 
set  it  en  fire,  but  a  rain  coming  on  wet  the  flax 
and  it  would  not  burn,  so  they  were  foiled  in 
their  attempt  to  burn  the  fort.  Our  subject's 
father  was  born  in  1765,  removed  to  Kentucky 
about  the  year  1796,  and  was  married  two  years 
later,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Catherine  Winter. 
Returning  to  Shelby  County,  Kyv  where  they 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  for  a  number  of 
years,  he  and  his  family  were  obliged  to  make 
their  place  of  abode  for  two  years  in  a  block- 
house or  fortress.  During  the  War  of  1812 
•he  served  under  Anthony  Wayne  in  the  North- 
west, and  in  the  frontier  campaign  he  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  River  Raisin  and  Tippecanoe.  He 
entered  land  of  the  Government  in  Shelby  County, 
on  which  he  brought  up  his  large  family  of  six- 
teen children,  fifteen  of  whom  lived  to  be  fifty 
years  of  age.  At  the  present  time  the  following 
survive:  Dr.  Samuel,  of  Creston,  Iowa,  who  is 
nearly  ninety  j'ears  old;  David;  Henry  W.,  a  far- 
mer in  Kentucky;  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Mount,  of 
Crawfordsville,  Ind.  The  father  was  a  large  land- 
owner, a  Whig,  and  strong  Anti-Slavery  man.  He 
was  a  leading  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  he  was  an  Elder.  His  death  occurred  on 
the  farm  he  had  entered  in  Shelby  County,  in  the 
year  1847,  aged  eighty-two.  / 

The  deceased  brothers-  and  sisters  of  our  subject 
are  as  follows:  Rev.  Peter  Fullinwider;  John,  who 
was  reared  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  as  was 
also  bus  elder  brother;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Lewi? 
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Beatty,  a  tanner;  Ann,  wife  of  Asa  Tucker,  a  far- 
mer in  Kentucky;  Eleazer,  an  agriculturist  of 
Montgomei"3'  County,  Ind.;  Mary,  wife  of  Robert 
Cooper,  who  lived  in  Henry  County,  Ky.;  Lucinda, 
Mrs.  Mount,  who  died  in  Montgomery  County; 
Christopher,  a  farmer,  who  was  one  of  the  '49ers 
in  California,  and  whose  death  occurred  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa;  Gamaliel;  Nancy,  wife  of  Henry 
Harris,  a  farmer  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.;  and  Jacob 
C,  a  farmer  in  Henderson  County,  Ky. 

Mr.  Fullinwider  was  educated  in  the  old  log 
schoolhouse  of  pioneer  days  in  the  Blue  Grass  re- 
gion, and  remained  by  the  old  fireside  until  1838, 
when,  on  October  9,  lie  wedded  Elizabeth  C.  Mox- 
ley.  She  was  a  daughter  of  George  and  Cathar- 
ine Moxley,  of  Shelby  County,  Ky.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mr. 
Moxley  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  active  busi- 
ness man  of  that  count}-.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died 
in  Shelby  County.  Mr.  Moxley  was  a  Virginian 
by  birth,  his  wife  from  Bourbon  County,  Ky.  He 
was  politically  an  old-line  Whig.  Mrs.  Fullin wi- 
der was  educated  in  the  schools  of  her  native  county. 
The  year  following  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
came  to  Indiana,  settling  in  Greene  Township, 
Parke  Count}',  where  the  young  man  bought  a  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres,  which  was  one  of  the  best-im- 
proved farms  in  that  region.  For  twelve  years 
lie  made  his  home  there,  afterward  making  a  per- 
manent settlement  on  an  adjoining  farm,  where  he 
now  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fullinwider  were 
born  ten  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. The  same  number  still  survive.  Those 
living  are  William  H.,  who  is  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness at  Waveland,  and  was  in  the  Union  service 
during  the  late  war,  being  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  at  Richmond,  and  subsequently  released; 
Mary  C,  who  married  Sidney  B.  Davis,  who  is 
recognized  as  the  leading  attorney  of  Terre  Haute; 
Samuel  Winter,  who  lives  at  home;  Emma,  wife 
of  Can  by  Speed,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  building  and  loan  association  business, 
and  is  a  nephew  of  old  Gen.  Can  by  and  of  Atty.- 
Gen.  Speed;  and  Irving,  who  married  Miss  Hhoda 
Hobsen,  and  lives  at  home.  The  deceased  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are  George  M.,  who  died  aged 
eight  years;  Susan  O.,  whose  death  occurred  on 


the  same  day  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Samson  E., 
who  was  about  five  years  of  age;  Martha  N.  and 
Lillie,  who  were  each  about  three  years  of  age. 

For  sixty-five  years  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  has  for  many  long  years  been  Elder. 
In  earl}'  days  he  was  a  Henry  Clay  Whig,  and  since 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  has  been 
a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles.  During  the 
war  he  was  a  stanch  Union  man.  When  the  sec- 
ond church  at  Waveland,  the  Presbyterian,  was  be- 
ing constructed,  he  gave  the  generous  sum  of  $1,000 
to  the  cause,  and  has  always  been  a  very  liberal 
supporter  of  the  church,  foreign  missions  and  all 
benevolent  enterprises.  He  voted  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  present  public  school  system  in 
this  State,  and  has  always  been  a  friend  to  schools, 
seminaries,  colleges  and  religious  works  that  would 
tend  to  advance  Christ's  kingdom  in  the  world. 
He  was  appointed  a  commissioner  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Crawfordsville,  and  in  1860  he  attended  the 
General  Assembly  of  his  denomination  at  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.  He  was  the  owner  of  the  first  reaper 
of  the  region,  buying  one  about  1853.  The  career 
of  Mr.  Fullinwider  has  always  been  marked  by 
the  utmost  integrity  and  the  highest  sense  of 
honor.  He  needs  no  eulogy,  as  his  good  works 
are  his  best  memorial. 


EV.  FRANK  WELCH,  whose  residence  is  on 
section  2,  Adams  Township,  Parke  Coun- 
ty, became  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
^5)  copal  Church  in  1886,  and  was  licensed  to 
preach  on  the  9th  of  January,  1890,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  active  in  the  work.  He  organ- 
ized a  church  in  Raccoon  Township  and  has 
preached  thei,e  regularly  ever  since.  He  is  rec- 
ognized as  an  able  speaker,  being  principally 
known  as  an  evangelist.  He  holds  meetings  nearly 
all  the  time  during  the  fall  and  winter,  and  has 
been  very  successful  as  a  revivalist.      Frequently 
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he  is  called  upon  to  preach  funeral  services  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  county,  and  is  altogether  a 
worthy  representative  of  the  church  to  which  he 
belongs. 

Mr.  Welch  was  born  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va., 
November  17^  1841,  the  son  of  Robert  Welch,  who 
was  born  near  Richmond.  The  latter  was  reared  in 
Virginia,  where  he  married  Miss  Susan  Ferris.  Af- 
ter this  event  he  removed  to  Rockbridge  Count)', 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1857,  his  wife  having  died  the  previous 
year.  They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  five 
grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Frank,  John,  Alexan- 
der, Joseph  and  Nancy.  Until  his  seventeenth 
year  our  subject  remained  in  his  native  county, 
where  he  received  the  most  of  his  education, 
though  he  went  to  school  soon  after  coming  here. 

When  the  war  broke  out,  Mr.  Welch  was  one  of 
the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  for  troops,  enlist- 
ing in  the  first  company  which  went  from  this 
county,  as  he  volunteered  in  April,  1861,  in  the 
Fourteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  being  a  private  in  the 
company  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Foote.  For 
over  three  years  he  was  in  service,  being  wounded 
in  the  battle  of  Antietam  by  a  bullet.  He  re- 
turned to  Rockville  as  Orderly-Sergeant  of  his 
company.  Among  the  battles  in  which  he  took 
part  were  the  following:  Fredericksburg,  the 
Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Gettysburg,  Spottsyl- 
vania  and  Harrison  Landing,  besides  many  other 
important  and  minor  engagements.  Altogether,  his 
army  record  is  one  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud, 
as  he  was  ever  found  at  the  post  of  duty. 

Returning  to  Rockville  on  leaving  the  army, 
our  subject  engaged  for  a  time  in  working  on  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Ott,  and  afterward  went  into  the  store 
of  the  same  gentleman  in  Rockville,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  marriage,  August  11, 1864,  to  Miss 
Mary,  daughter  of  James  Allen,  an  earl}'  settler 
of  the  county.  Mrs.  Welch  was  born  and  reared 
in  Parke  Count}',  and  here  her  death  occurred  in 
March,  1876.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  Mattie  is  the  wife  of 
George  Strickler,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Cedar  Count}', 
Iowa;  Louie  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Boos,  a  farmer  of 
Adams  Township;  Willie  and  Alice  reside  at  home. 
After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Welch  located  on  the 


farm  where  he   now  lives,  and   of  which  he  after- 
ward became  the  owner. 

November  15,  1881,  Miss  Mattie  Swaim  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  Her  father,  George  Swaim, 
lived  in  Washington  Township,  and  was  an  early 
settler  of  the  county.  Mrs.  Welch  was  a  native 
of  Parke  County  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  Her  two  children,  Laura  and  Homer, 
are  attending  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
Mr.  Welch  owns  a  fine  farm  of  about  four  hundred 
acres  in  one  bod}',  and  his  residence  is  situated  in 
a  pleasant  spot  surrounded  by  shade  trees.  Aside 
from  this  homestead,  our  subject  owns  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  two  acres  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa. 
As  an  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser  he  has  been 
successful  to  a  marked  degree.  He  deposits  his 
ballot  in  favor  of  the  Republican  nominees,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
In  this  locality,  where  he  is  so  well  known,  he  is 
much  respected  and  highly  thought  of. 


^O. 


0"  LIVER  P.  BROWN.  Time  has  dealt  kindly 
i  with  this  gentleman  and  his  wife,  and  has 
enabled  them  to  lay  aside  the  labors  they  bore 
in  former  yea's  and  settle  down  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  physical  comforts  and  social  pleasures 
their  adequate  means  and  good  taste  make  possi- 
ble and  agreeable.  They  have  an  extended  ac- 
quaintance and  have  long  been  known  as  among 
the  best  representatives  of  the  agricultural  class  in 
Reserve  Township,  Parke  County.  The  estate, 
which  is  a  very  valuable  one,  comprises  over  three 
thousand  three  hundred  acres  in  this  township  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  near  Rockville. 

Our  subject,  who  is  perhaps  the  wealthiest  resi- 
dent of  Parke  County,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his 
birthplace  being  near  Venice,  Butler  County.  He 
was  born  to  Samuel  and  Polly  (Herren)  Brown 
November  18,  1823.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, John  Brown,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  went 
to  Millin  County,  Pa.,  where  he  settled  in  Colonial 
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days.  Here  he  reared  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter to  useful  and  industrious  manhood  and  wo- 
manhood, and  here  he  died. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Samuel,  was  born  in 
Miflin  County,  Pa.,  May  27,  1782.  In  1809,  in 
partnership  with  another  party,  he  built  a  boat 
and  descended  the  Ohio  River  with  his  team  and 
household  goods  on  board.  Landing  at  Cincin- 
nati, he  immediately  made  his  way  to  Butler  Coun- 
ty, and  purchased  a  small  farm  near  Venice.  In 
1824  he  sold  eighty  acres  of  this  farm  and  moved 
to  Parke  County,  Iud.,  locating  on  section  18, 
range  9,  where  he  entered  eighty  acres  and  subse- 
quently purchased  forty  adjoining  acres,  the  whole 
of  which  he  finally  improved.  During  these  years 
of  hard  toil  he  was  enabled  to  accumulate  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  township 
where  he  resided,  besides  clearing  a  portion  of 
wild  and  unsettled  land  near  Logansport.  He  was 
a  stanch  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born  ten  children, 
whom  they  named  William  H.,  Nelson,  Rachael, 
Nancy,  Elvira,  Margaret,  Samuel,  Mary  A.  and 
Sidney.  The  devoted  wife  and  mother  was  born 
September  22, 1783,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared 
on  his  father's  farm,  receiving  a  fair  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  locality.  In  1850  he 
started  in  life  for  himself,  buying  two  hundred 
acres  of  unbroken  land,  and  by  closely  applying 
himself  to  the  pursuits  of  farm  life,  at  the  same 
time  extensively  speculating  in  grain  and  stock, 
he  now  ranks  among  the  best  agriculturists  of 
this  section,  and  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  his  posses- 
sions are  the  result  of  his  own  energy  and  good 
management.  In  politics  lie  is  a  warm  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  platform  and  principles,  and  is  in 
favor  of  all  elevating  measures  in  his  community. 
He  was  highly  honored  with  the  gift  of  the  respon- 
sible office  of  County  Commissioner,  being  the  first 
Democrat  elected  to  that  position  in  the  long  per- 
iod of  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  un- 
ion occurring  November  1,  1849,  to  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Rebecca  (Wade)  Moore,  who  was 
an  honored  pioneer  resident  of  Rock  County,  this 


State.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in  Parke  County  and 
was  one  of  three  children,  the  others  bearing  the 
names  of  Isabel  and  Rebecca.  This  estimable  lady 
passed  away  October  23,  1856.  Mr.  Brown  chose 
for  his  second  wife  a  lady  who  was  known  as  Miss 
Nancy  Warner,  their  union  being  celebrated  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1857.  Mrs.  Nanc}'  Brown  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Joel  and  Susannah  Warner,  of  this  county. 
By  this  union  were  born  four  children,  three 
of  whom  reached  mature  years,  namely:  Emma, 
Samuel  and  Mattie.  The  deceased  one,  Charles, 
died  at  the  interesting  age  of  two  years.  Emma 
is  the  wife  of  John  Adams,  and  they  make  their 
home  in  Reserve  Township;  Samuel  died  at  the 
promising  age  of  twenty  years;  and  Mattie  is  3'et 
under  the  parental  roof.  The  Methodist  Church 
finds  in  Mrs.  Brown  an  active  and  influential  mem- 
ber. The  handsome  and  spacious  residence  of  Mr. 
Brown  is  replete  with  all  the  conveniences  of  life, 
and  to  his  innumerable  friends  and  acquaintances 
a  gracious  hospitality  is  extended. 


^)YRE  L.  HANNA  is  a  respected  and  honored 
resident  of  Waveland,  Montgomeiy  Coun- 
ty. Probably  there  is  not  a  community  in 
the  United  States  which  is  not  the  home  of  one  or 
more  men  who  have  carved  their  fortune  single- 
handed,  and  to  whom  great  credit  is  due  for  the 
result  achieved.  He  whose  name  heads  this  biog- 
raphy ranks  with  the  self-made  men  of  this  State, 
(and  in  consequence  of  an  industrious,  energetic 
and  enterprising  career  is  to-day  the  owner  of 
quite  a  snug  fortune.) 

Our  subject  was  born  in  this  county  in  the  year 
1834,  being  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Glenn)  Banna,  both  natives  of  Shelby  County. 
Ky.,  at  which  place  they  were  married.  They  were 
pioneers  of  Indiana,  settling  in  this  portion  of  the 
Western  wilderness  in  the  year  1829/  The  wife 
and  mother  departed  this  life  in  18397~Ieaving  a 
family  of   six  children    to    mourn   her   loss,     Mr, 
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Hanna  married  again,  Miss  Mary  D.  Watson  be- 
coming his  wife.  She  became  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living.  The 
Hanna  family  have  generally  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  They  trace  their  lineage  back  for 
more  than  the  customary  one  hundred  years,  and 
delight  in  the  fact  that  their  ancestors  were  sturdy 
Scotch  Highlanders,  natives  of  the  land  of  Burns, 
and  elanmen  always  ready  to  answer  the  call  of 
the  pibroch.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Adam  Hanna,  was  one  of  three  brothers 
who  emigrated  from  the  Old  Dominion  to  Shelby 
County,  Ky.,  where  all  of  them  reared  their  fami- 
lies.   ) 

Tyre  L.  Hanna  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  on  attaining  his  majority 
entered  the  Franklin  College  at  Franklin,  Ind., 
from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  1860. 
During  the  last  year  of  his  school  life,  he  pursued 
his  studies  and  at  the  same  time  acted  as  teacher. 
After  completing  his  education  oursubject  turned 
his  attention  to  the  stock  business,  which  pursuit 
he  followed  for  two  years,  and  late  in  1863  opened 
a  store  of  merchandise,  in  which  line  of  business 
he  has  remained  ever  since. 

The  year  1880  marked  an  era  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Hanna,  as  his  marriage  with  Miss  Cornelia  K. 
Kleiser  occurred  at  that  time.  To  them  have  been 
born  two  daughters,  who  bid  fair  to  grace  the  so- 
cial position  which  their  father  as  a  man  of  influ- 
ence and  standing  can  give  them.  During  the 
"late  unpleasantness"  Mr.  Hanna  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Seventy-eighth  Regiment  Indiana  In- 
fantry, but  was  only  in  service  for  sixty  days.  He 
has  always  been  active  in  political  life,  adopting 
the  Republican  standard  and  adhering  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  party  with  all  the  force  of  a  strong 
and  energetic  character.  He  has  served  as  a  Coun~ 
ty  Commissioner  for  six  years,  in  which  position 
lie  received  the  warm  congratulations  of  his 
friends  for  the  broad  and  intelligent  manner  in 
which  he  filled  the  office,  and  the  respect  of  his 
opponents  for  the  manliness  and  spirit  displayed 
in  his  official  capacity.  He  is  of  a  bright,  frank, 
genial  nature,  a  man  liberal  in  views  and  acts. 
He  has  acquired  his  present  condition  in  the  busi- 
ness, social  and   public  life  of  Waveland  through 


strict  attention  to  the  highest  morality,  honesty 
and  integrity,  and  by  diligent  attention  to  those 
duties  which  tend  to  make  a  man  a  good  and  use- 
ful citizen.  He  has  always  been  closely  identified 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  his 
ability  to  cope  with  details  is  recognized  by  every 
one  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

To  the  poor  and  needy,  Mr.  Hanna  always  ex- 
tends a  helping  hand,  and  the  fact  that  fortune 
has  smiled  on  his  own  efforts  does  not  keep  him 
from  sympathizing  with  and  assisting  the  less 
fortunate.  The  accumulation  of  wealth  too  often 
contracts  the  heart  of  mankind  and  imbues  the 
fortunate  with  a  spirit  of  selfishness  which  eradi- 
cates many  admirable  traits.  Happy  is  he  whose 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind  admit  of  the  generous 
feelings  that  endear  him  to  his  more  humble 
neighbors.  Such  a  man  is  he  whose  biography 
we  have  here  briefly  sketched,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  he  may  be  long  spared  to  his  home 
and  the  community  in  which  he  is  so  well  known 
and  esteemed  so  highly. 


—5- 


^m>^r<B^ 


LEXANDER  McHARGUE  is  one  of   the 

fill  old  settlers  and  prominent  farmers  of 
U(  Union  Township,  Parke  County.  He  was 
born  on  Horse  Creek,  Lawrence  County, 
Ky.,  August  2,  1829  and  is  a  son  of  James  Mc- 
Hargue,  a  native  of  Carter  County,  Tenn.,  his 
birth  having  occurred  January  11,1805.  When 
only  an  infant  of  two  years  he  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  Kentucky,  in  which  State  he  was  reared 
to  manhood.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather, 
who  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  bore  the  Chris- 
tian name  of  Alexander,  and  was  in  turn  the  son  of 
one  Alexander,  a  native  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  and  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Our  subject's  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Phoebe  Arnold,  was  born  in  Carter  Count}', 
Tenn.,  in  1808,  being  a  daughter  of  Julius  Arnold, 
whose  birth  also  occurred  in  Tennessee.  The 
marriage  of  James  and  Phrebe  McHargue  was  cele- 
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brated  in  Whitley  County,  Ky.,  and  soon  after 
they  removed  to  Laurel  County,  of  the  same 
State,  where  they  resided  upon  a  farm  until  the 
year  1830,  when  they  emigrated  to  Greene  County, 
Ind.  Thence  they  went  to  Coles  County,  111.,  but 
later  returned  to  Greene  County,  Ind.,  and  finally 
back  to  Laurel  County,  Ky.,  where  the  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years.  Our  sub- 
ject's father  then  returned  to  Parke  County,  Ind., 
locating  in  Jackson  Township,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  called  from  this  life,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  By  his  first  union,  he  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  two  daughters  and  five 
sons,  and  after  the  death  of  our  subject's  mother 
he  married  again. 

Alexander  McHargue,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  is  the  second  child  and  eldest  son  in  his 
father's  family.  He  was  in  his  eighteenth  3-ear 
when  he  came  to  Parke  County,  having  received 
his  education  prior  to  this  in  his  native  State. 
Landing  in  this  county  in  1847,  he  raised  a  crop 
by  the  next  year,  and  in  1849  commenced  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  N.  Smock.  He  worked 
for  six  years  at  the  business,  building  houses  and 
barns  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  Our  sub- 
ject located  on  his  present  farm,  where  he  now 
resides,  in  1856.  At  that  time  few  improvements 
had  been  made  and  there  was  only  a  small  log 
cabin  on  the  place.  The  farm  comprises  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  and  one-half  acres  on  sec- 
tions 34  and  35,  most  of  which  are  under  good 
cultivation.  'Mr.  McHargue  engages  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  and  his  career  as  an 
agriculturist  has  been  marked  with  success. 

In  August,  1862,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  Company  C,  Sixth  Indiana  Cav- 
alry. He  was  in  service  for  nine  months,  partici- 
pating in  a  number  of  hard-fought  battles.  He 
was  finally  discharged  on  account  of  disability. 
Formerly  he  was  a  Whig,  but  is  now  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. He  is  a  thoroughly  honorable  and  wor- 
th y  man,  one  who  has  the  entire  respect  and  good- 
will of  his  neighbors. 

On  January  18,  1855,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  and  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Martin, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Union  Township,  of  this 


county,  January  22,  1833.  Her  father,  William 
B.  Martin,  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  emigrated 
to  this  county  in  1821.  His  father,  whose  given 
name  was  John,  had  entered  land  the  previous 
year  in  Union  Township.  The  latter,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  was  present  at 
the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
McHargue,  whose  maiden  name  was  Harriet  Kal- 
ley,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  came  with 
her  father,  Daniel  Kalley,  to  this  county  about 
the  year  1822.  The  marriage  of  our  worthy  sub- 
ject and  wife  has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of 
two  children.  James  B.  married  Sally  B.  Shouchs 
and  makes  his  home  with  our  subject.  The  other 
son,  John  C.  F.,  married  Margaret  Martin,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Jackson  Township. 


\TT=5)  LIJAH  EARL,  a  valued  citizen  of  Attica, 
|fe]  and  for  over  thirty  years  a  prominent  agri- 
a  -  culturist  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  long 
since  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire 
community  among  whom  he  dwelt  by  the  wise 
administration  of  his  duties  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
an  official  position  which  he  held  for  twenty-nine 
consecutive  years.  During  this  long  term  of  faith- 
ful service,  the  numerous  and  varied  cases  which 
came  before  him  ever  received  his  prompt  and  ju- 
dicial attention,  and  so  sensible  were  his  rulings 
and  decisions,  that  the  litigants  seldom  carried 
their  cases  to  a  higher  court. 

Oursubjectand  his  parents  were  American-born, 
but  his  paternal  grandfather  was  an  Englishman, 
who  early  emigrated  to  this  country  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  Revolutionaiy  War.  Thomas 
Earl  brought  with  him  from  old  England  his  fam- 
ily, also  a  goodly  store  of  enterprise  and  courage. 
In  attempting  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  enemy's 
blockade  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  molasses  and 
sugar,  he  was  captured,  but  he  survived  the  perils 
of  those  troublous  days  and  reared  a  family  of 
hardy  children,  one  of  whom,  James,  the  father  of 
our   subject,  was  born    in    Fredericksburgh,  Md., 
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in  1795.  Having  reached  man's  estate,  James  Earl 
married  Miss  Mar}'  B.  Adams,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  born  in  1797,  where  Bardstown  now 
stands. 

The  father  and  mother  of  Elijah  Earl  settled  in 
Ohio  at  an  early  day,  and  in  Seneca  County,  of 
the  Buckeye  State,  our  subject  was  born,  January 
27,  1828.  He  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  ten 
children,  and  was  but  four  years  old  when  his  par- 
ents, emigrating  to  the  westward,  located  in  Tippe- 
canoe County,  Iud.,  which  portion  of  the  State  the 
chronicles  of  1830  especially  recommended  to  the 
settlers  of  that  time,  as  containing  much  good  and 
fertile  land.  Elijah  was  educated  in  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  the  county,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood. In  1856,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Salome  Crouse,  the  daughter  of  David  H.  and 
Rachael  (Gel wicks)  Crouse.  Mrs.  Earl's  father 
was  a  native  of  Mechanicsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  born  in  1809.  Her  mother's  birthplace  was 
Chambeisburgh,  Pa.,  and  the  time  of  her  birth 
was  1814. 

Mrs.  Earl,  who  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  five 
children,  two  brothers  and  two  sisters,  can  •claim  a 
distinguished  ancestry.  Her  great-grandfather  be- 
longed to  the  royal  family  of  his  native  land, 
Saxony,  Germany,  and  when  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica brought  with  him  ample  means  to  establish  him- 
self well  in  life.  Among  the  members  of  the  family 
who  accompanied  Otho  Kraus  to  the  New  World 
was  his  little  son,  Justus,  afterward  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Earl.  Justus  H.  Kraus  was  a 
child  when  he  crosssed  the  stormy  Atlantic  with  his 
parents,  and  settled  in  Maryland,  where  the  fam- 
ily resided  for  a  time,  later,  in  1858,  locating  per- 
manently in  Pennsylvania,  which  then  gathered 
many  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  refined  citizens 
within  its  borders. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  soon  after  their  marriage  set- 
tled in  Warren  County,  but  later  removed  to  their 
present  home.  The  valuable  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  upon  which  they  reside  has 
been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  by  its 
present  owner.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  large  family  of 
thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  surviving, 
and    six    of    whom  still  brighten  the    home  with 


their  presence.  The  sons  and  daughters  who  have 
gone  out  from  the  home  circle  to  found  homes  of 
their  own,  and  who  are  each  and  all  useful  and 
honored  citizens,  aie  Mary  R.,  Victoria S.,  William 
H.and  Arthur  O,  all  four  of  whom  are  residents  of 
California,  William  H.  occupying  a  prominent 
position  as  Civil  Engineer  in  Lassen  Count)'. 
The  next  two  sons,  Q.  A.  and  M.  E.,  are  residents 
of  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  the  latter  being  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. Jennie,  the  wife  of  Arthur  S.  Bass,  is  lo- 
cated at  Armstrong,  111.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  are 
active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
both  within  and  outside  that  organization  are 
known  as  possessing  an  intelligent  liberality  and 
deep  interest  in  all  important  matters  of  the  day. 
The\'  and  their  family  of  bright,  energetic  chil- 
dren are  prominent  social  factors  in  the  success  of 
benevolent  and  religious  enterprises  in  Attica.  In 
1861  our  subject  became  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
by  a  large  majority,  while  Lincoln  carried  the  pre- 
cinct by  one  vote.  In  the  succeeding  twenty-eight 
years  his  elections  were  carried  by  an  almost  un- 
animous vote,  a  tribute  to  the  ability  and  honest 
impartiality  which  ever  distinguished  his  various 
legal  decisions. 


■£cfr        ■— 


ARON  FAUST,  who  lives  on  his  farm  on 
section  32,  South  Union  Township,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  residents  of  Montgomery 
County,  a  son  of  one  of  its  early  settlers, 
and  himself  a  pioneer.  He  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, born  in  Bucks  County  October  19,  1807, 
one  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity, and  of  whom  he  and  his  brother  Reuben,  a 
resident  of  Darlington,  are  the  only  survivors. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Faust,  was 
also  born  in  Bucks  County,  the  year  1770  the  date 
of  his  birth,  and  there  he  was  reared,  and  in  due 
time  was  married  to  Mary  Poll.  In  1816  he  re- 
moved to  Butler  County  and  engaged  in  farming 
on   rented   land.     June   1,    1817,   he  had  the  mis- 
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fortune  to  lose  his  wife  by  her  untimely  death. 
In  October,  1825,  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneers 
who  were  opening  up  the  wikls  of  Indiana  for  set- 
tlement. Accompanied  by  his  family,  the  journey 
was  made  with  wagons,  as  there  were  no  railways 
in  those  days.  But  few  had  preceded  Mr.  Faust 
in  his  migration  to  these  parts,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  first  to  locate  in  Montgomery  County,  select- 
ing a  suitable  situation  for  his  future  home  on 
section  28,  South  Union  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  of  the  Government. 
He  subsequently  bought  other  land,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  owned  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres,  besides  having  purohased  and  given  eighty 
acres  to  his  son,  our  subject.  Mr.  Faust,  who  was 
of  German  origin,  adhered  to  the  Lutheran  faith 
and  was  a  conscientious  member  of  the  church. 
Me  exerted  a  good  influence  in  the  community,  as 
is  shown  by  the  following  instance:  In  the  early 
days  of  the  settlement  of  the  country  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  have  whisky  at  log-rollings.  Observ- 
ing the  baleful  influence  it  had  on  his  friends  and 
neighbors,  on  one  such  occasion  he  mounted  a  pile 
of  logs,  and  in  an  earnest  speech  made  the  bold 
proposition  that  the  liquor  be  no  more  used  at 
their  gatherings.  Man}-  of  his  neighbors  told  him 
that  no  one  would  assist  him  to  build  his  house, 
cut  his  oats,  or  help  him  in  any  work  tliat  they 
were  wont  to  do  together  if  he  did  not  provide 
1  lie  intoxicant.  But  when  the  time  came  for  help 
from  others  they  were  all  there,  and  they  worked 
so  well  without  the  stimulus  of  the  liquor  that 
none  was  used  on  such  occasions  from  that  da}' 
forth.  Mr.  Faust  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  He  was 
always  interested  in  all  modern  improvements, 
favored  the  construction  of  the  railway  in  this 
vicinity,  and  watched  its  progress  intently,  but 
did  not  live  to  witness  its  completion,  dying  two 
days  before  that  important  event. 

Aaron  Faust  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
his  father  came  to  this  county,  and  this  has  been 
his  home  ever  since.  He  can  look  back  over  the 
long  period  of  sixty-seven  years  that  he  has  dwelt 
in  this  region  to  the  time  when  it  was  a  vast  wild- 
erness, where  Indians  still  made  their  home  and 
panthers,  wolves  and  other  wild  animals  abounded. 
The  Brat  night  after   his   arrival    here   our   subject 


had  a  little  adventure  in  hunting  deer  that  he-has 
never  forgotten.  He  and  his  brother-in-law,  ac- 
companied by  a  neighbor,  went  to  a  deer  lick  to 
shoot  some  deer.  They  ensconsed  themselves  be- 
hind a  large  log,  and  the  neighbor  and  brother-in- 
law  were  soon  asleep.  After  lying  awhile,  Mr. 
Faust  heard  something  moving  in  the  tree  above 
him.  He  nudged  the  slumberers,  who  said  "  Shut 
up,you  damn  fool,  go  to  sleep."  As  they  completed 
this  sententious  advice,  a  fearful  scream  was  heard, 
and  looking  up  a  big  panther  was  in  the  branches 
of  the  tree.  They  all  fired,  but  the  animal  escaped, 
as  it  was  not  light  enough  to  see  to  take  good 
aim. 

The  log  house  that  the  Fausts  built  for  their 
home  was  somewhat  superior  in  some  respects  to 
the  primitive  pioneer  structures  in  which  some  of 
the  settlers  lived,  as  it  had  a  puncheon  instead  of 
a  dirt  floor,  glass  in  the  windows,  and  a  roof  made 
of  clapboards.  Our  subject  lived  with  his  father 
until  his  marriage  in  1830  to  Miss  Sarah  Byrd,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Byrd,  of  Warren 
Count}',  Ohio,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  her 
native  State.  He  then  returned  to  Indiana  with 
his  bride,  and  they  made  their  new  home  on  the 
eighty  acres  of  land  given  him  by  his  father  in 
Union  Township,  where  he  still  lives.  He  was  pros- 
pered in  his  calling,  increased  the  area  of  his  farm 
to  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  by  subsequent 
purchase,  and  has  a  competency  that  enables  him 
to  live  in  retirement  from  active  business.  Al- 
though he  has  passed  the  milestone  that  marks  a 
long  life  of  eighty-five  years,  his  mind  is  remark- 
ably clear  and  sound  for  one  of  his  venerable 
age.  He  has  been  temperate  and  upright  in  his 
habits,  and  is  deservedly  held  in  great  respect. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
and  in  politics  clings  to  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Faust's  first  wife  died  in  April.  1847.  Of 
their  six  children  three  are  living:  Mary,  wife  of 
Thomas  Serface.  of  Piatt  County,  111.;  George  B., 
a  resident  of  Crawfordsville;  and  John  M.,  of 
Union  Township.  August  14,  1848,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emeline  Crane, 
daughter  of  Simeon  Crane,  one  of  the  pioneer 
teachers  of  Indiana.  He  settled  south  of  the  home 
of  J.  L.  Davis  at  an  early  day,  and  he  and  his  wife 
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reared  a  large  family  of  children.  Mrs.  Faust  de- 
parted this  life  in  1886,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Sarah,  wife  of  James  F.  Keplinger.  She  is  de- 
ceased. 


'  LEXANDER  BUCHANAN    for  forty-five 
li     years  has  been    Justice    of    the    Peace    in 

Washington     Township,    Parke    County. 

Politically  he  was  an  old-line  Whig  until 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  charter  members.  At  the  time 
of  his  father's  death,  which  occurred  on  March  29, 
1838,  our  subject  came  into  possession  of  the  old 
homestead,  which  consisted  of  about  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  and  to  this  he,  with  his  son 
Joseph,  lias  added  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 
As  a  farmer  his  career  has  been  vevy  successful 
and  he  has  laid  up  sufficient  to  surround  his  de- 
climng  years  with  every  comfort.  He  was  born  in 
the  year  1813,  in  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  and  is  the 
son  of  James  and  Margaret  (McCampbell)  Bu- 
chanan. 

The  father  was  a  son  of  George  and  Margaret 
(McAfee)  Buchanan,  the  formerof  whom  was  born 
in  Virginia.  The  Buchanan  and  McAfee  families 
both  had  representatives  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  George  Buchanan  was  a  Whig  in  politics 
and  was  engaged  in  battle  with  the  Indians  several 
times.  He  was  reared  under  the  old  roof-tree, 
but  having  a  step-mother  he  started  out  to  make 
his  own  living  when  quite  young.  He  had  but 
one  own  brother,  David,  who  died  when  3-oung, 
but  had  two  half-brothers,  William  and  John.  In 
his  native  State  he  married  the  daughter  of  James 
McAfee,  and  shortly  after  went  to  Kentucky,  where 
he  entered  Government  land  in  Mercer  County. 
His  death  occurred  about  the  year  1812,  in  the 
faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  helped 
to  establish  in  Mercer  County.  He  reared  a  family 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  James  was  the  oldest,  the 
others  being  John,  Alexander,  George,  Polly  (Mrs. 
William  Provine),  Margaret  (Mrs.  Thomas  Carr), 


Jane  (Mrs.  James  McCampbell),  Ann  (wife  of 
Joseph  Woods),  Nancy  (Mrs.  Thomas  Gilkerson), 
and  Dorcas,  wife  of  Joseph  Woods,  who  is  a  cousin 
of  Mrs.  Ann  Woods'  husband. 

Our  subject's  father  was  born  in  Virginia  and 
went  to  Kentucky  when  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  lining  with  his  uncle  McAfee.  He  purchased 
land  in  Mercer  County  and  followed  farming 
during  his  life-time,  though  he  was  in  the  milling 
business  for  a  short  time  with  his  brother.  He  was 
first  married  in  Kentucky,  when  Rebecca  Armstrong 
became  his  wife.  They  had  four  children:  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Mathew. Taylor;  John,  George  and 
Robert,  all  deceased.  After  the  death  of  this  wife 
Mr.  Buchanan  married  the  lady  who  became  our 
subject's  mother.  Of  her  three  children,  two  died 
in  infancy,  and  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor. 
The  father  left  Kentucky,  and  on  his  arrival  in 
Parke  County,  entered  land  of  the  Government, 
this  being  in  1820.  The  following  year,  in  October, 
he  brought  his  family  in  wagons  to  the  place  which 
was  his  home  until  his  death,  March  29, 1838.  He 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
as  was  his  family  for  generations  past.  He  was 
a  man  of  intelligence,  had  a  good  education  for 
those  days  of  limited  advantages,  and  was  a  Whig 
in  politics. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  this  is  a  brief  biography 
lived  with  his  parents  until  their  death.  He  was 
married,  in  1839,  to  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Margaret  (Youel)  Allen,  who  were 
natives  of  the  Old  Dominion,  while  Mrs.  Buchanan 
came  from  the  Blue  Grass  region.  The  Allen 
family  were  early  settlers  of  this  county,  to  which 
they  came  about  the  j'ear  1831,  settling  in  this 
vicinit}'.  Four  children  came  to  bless  the  hearth- 
stone of  our  subject:  Joseph  G;  Elizabeth  J.,  wife 
of  John  McMutry;  William  Y.,  who  wedded  Mary 
Mitchell;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Joseph, 
the  eldest  son,  who  in  1865  was  chosen  as  County 
Surveyor  by  the  Republicans  and  held  this  impor- 
tant position  for  two  years,  was  married,  in  1874, 
to  Miss  Eliza  E.  McCampbell.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  M.  and  Nancy  A.  McCampbell,  natives 
of  Kentucky  and  Parke  County,  Ind.,  respectively, 
while  Mrs.  Buchanan  was  born  in  this  county. 
They  have  had  three  children.     One  died  in  early 
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childhood  and  the  others  are  William  W.  and 
James  C.  Elizabeth  lives  within  a  few  miles  of 
her  father's  home  and  has  a  little  son  and  daugh- 
ter: Walter  D.  and  Mary  E.  William,  the  young- 
est of  the  family,  lives  on  a  portion  of  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  farms,  and  has  one  child, 
Freddie  A.  The  sons,  like  their  father,  are  stal- 
wart Republicans  and  are  influential  citizens  of  the 
community  in  which  their  home  is  made. 


«+#! 


]  AMES  MILTON  LIVENGOOD,  who  resides 
on  section  31,  Cain  Township,  is  a  native- 
born  son  of  Fountain  County,  and  is  classed 
among  its  most  worthy  citizens.  He  is  a 
son  of  the  Rev.  John  P.  Livengood,  and  a  grand- 
son of  Thomas  Livengood,  both  of  whom  were 
well  known  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
county.  The  Rev.  John  P.  Livengood  was  born 
in  1819  in  Davidson  County, .N.  C,  which  was 
also  the  birthplace  of  his  father.  The  family, 
however,  was  of  German  origin.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  and  he 
also  manufactured  chairs  and  reels.  He  finally 
left  his  old  home  with  his  family,  and,  coming  to 
Indiana,  settled  in  its  primeval  forests  and  made 
a  new  home  for  himself  and  his  dear  ones.  He 
first  located  on  land  on  section  16,  Jackson  Town- 
ship, but  he  afterward  purchased  land  on  another 
section  in  the  same  township,  and  there  passed  his 
remaining  days,  clearing  a  goodly  farm  with  the 
aid  of  his  children.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  a  truly 
consistent  Christian.  His  first  wife  was  Eva 
Shuler,  a  daughter  of  l'eter  Shuler,  a  pioneer  of 
the  county  in  which  his  son-in-law  was  born. 
Thomas  Livengood 's  second  marriage  was  with 
Elizabeth  Keeling. 

Rev.  John  Livengood  was  the  eldest  of  his  fa- 
ther's seventeen  children.  His  early  years  were 
passed  in  his  native  county,  and  there  he  obtained 
his  schooling,  but  he  was  mainly  self-educated. 
Before  he  attained   to  manhood   he   came  to   this 


county  with  his  father,  and  was  of  great  assist- 
ance to  him  in  the  hard  pioneer  labor  necessitated 
in  hewing  out  a  farm  from  the  wilderness.  He 
was  of  a  religious  nature,  was  strongly  drawn  to 
the  ministry,  and  gave  himself  to  earnest  study  to 
qualify  himself  to  preach.  He  became  an  influen- 
tial minister  of  the  English  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  and  was  active  in  his  holy  calling  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  October  7,  1859,  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ind.  His  mortal  remains  were 
deposited  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
in  Franklin  Township.  His  first  wife  was  Lurana, 
a  daughter  of  Christian  Myers.  His  second  wife 
was  Martha  Jane  Keeting;  his  third  was  Elizabeth 
M.,  a  daughter  of  John  Gunther;  and  his  fourth 
wife  was  Christina,  a  daughter  of  Mathias  Sap- 
penfield.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were  two 
children:  our  subject  and  his  sister,  Maria  J.,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Michael  S.  Day.  The  following 
children  were  born  of  the  second  marriage:  Wil- 
son M.,  of  Jackson  Township;  William  I.,  de- 
ceased; Ephraim  A.,  a  resident  of  Darlington, 
Montgomery  Count}';  Thomas  R.,  of  Jackson 
Township;  and  Elizabeth  E.,  who  lives  on  the  old 
Livengood  homestead.  By  the  third  marriage 
there  was  one  child  born  that  died  in  infancy. 
The  children  of  the  fourth  marriage  are:  Mary  M., 
wife  of  James  Burks,  of  Parke  County;  and  Charles 
A.,  who  resides  in  Parke  Count}-. 

James  M.  Livengood,  of  whom  we  write,  was 
born  September  19,  1841,  in  Jackson  Township. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  partly  in  his  native 
township  and  partly  in  Franklin  Township.  Mont- 
gomery County,  the  family  returning  to  Jackson 
Township  after  the  father  died.  After  his  father's 
death  young  James  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith.  For  a  year  after  he  had  acquired  his 
trade  he  was  engaged  in  making  reaping-machines. 
He  then  went  to  Jacksonville  and  was  employed 
there  for  seven  years.  While  in  that  city  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Crimes,  a 
daughter  of  C.  II.  Grimes,  and  the  friendship  that 
sprang  up  between  them  resulted  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  Livengood 's  father  was  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Jackson  Township,  and  one  of  its  early  settlers, 
who  had  come  there  from  North  Carolina.  He  was 
active  in  its  public  life,  serving  as  Trustee  and  As- 
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sessor  and  in  other  official  capacities.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Livengood  have  had  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living:  William  L.,  who  was  born  September  13, 
1863,  and  married  Miss  Carrie  E.  Stephenson,  of 
Veedersburgh;  Louella  Alice,  who  married  John  B. 
Inlow,  of  Veedersburgh;  Louella  O,  who  married 
James  H.  Collins;  Flora  E.,  who  lives  with  her  par- 
ents; Edgar  F.  and  Elsie  Pearl. 

After  he  left  Jacksonville  our  subject  bought 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Cain  Township,  which  tract 
is  still  in  his  possession,  and  is  in  a  well-improved 
condition,  and  he  has  here  a  comfortable  home. 
He  has  continued  at  his  trade  as  a  blacksmith,  and 
has  also  operated  a  sawmill  for  the  past  twenty- 
one  years,  doing  an  extensive  and  profitable  busi- 
ness in  both  cases.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  char- 
acter, of  shrewd,  round-about  common-sense,  who 
occupies  a  high  place  in  his  community  and  is 
identified  with  various  movements  calculated  to 
benefit  it  materially  and  morally.  He  is  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  As- 
sociation, and  was  the  first  Vice-President  of  his 
lodge.  He  is  a  leading  member  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  Church,  has  been  one  of  its  Deacons, 
and  has  acted  as  Secretary  of  the  society  for  many 
years.     Politically,  he  is  an  undeniable  Democrat. 


*^*!^I©®@I1S|£N^ 


y~>ILLIAM  CARMICHAEL,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  old  settler  residing  on  section 
7,  has  the  finest  large  house  in  the  coun- 
ty outside  of  Rockville.  He  was  active  in  building 
the  court  house,  being  one  of  the  county  officials 
at  the  time.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Adams 
Township,  Parke  County,  March  15,  1833,  and  is 
therefore  a  life-long  resident  of  this  locality.  His 
father,  Jonathan  C,  was  born  and  reared  in  Orange 
County,  Ind.,  where  his  father,  William  O,  of 
English  descent,  was  a  very  earLy  settler.  Our 
subject's  mother,  Elizabeth  Hatfield,  was  a  native 
of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  oame  with  her 
parents  to  this  county  when  about  sixteen  years 
of  age.  Her  father  was  of  German  descent.  About 


the  year  1832  our  subject's  parents  were  married 
in  Union  Township  and  at  once  located  in  Adams 
Township,  where  the  former  entered  two  hundred 
acres  of  land.  No  improvements  whatever  had 
been  made  on  the  place,  and  in  order  to  have  a 
home  lie  cut  logs  for  a  cabin.  He  was  a  hard- 
working man,  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  February,  1844,  while  still 
in  the  prime  of  life,  being  only  thirty-three  years 
of  age,  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  Some  time 
afterward  Mrs.  Carmichael  married  a  second  time, 
becoming  the  wife  of  James  Straughan.  She  was 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  all  but  one  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity.  Seven  were  the  children  of  her 
first  marriage,  and  of  these  our  subject  was  the 
eldest  child,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  little 
log  house  his  father  had  built.  His  first  school  was 
one  of  the  primitive  log  kind,  two  miles  from  home, 
he  having  to  walk  the  distance  through  thick 
woods,  and  crossing  the  streams  on  logs. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until 
shortly  before  his  marriage,  in  May,  I860,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Thomas.a  native  of  Fayette  County,  Ind., 
where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  Of  this  marriage 
has  been  born  a  daughter,  Carrie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  Her  mother  was  called  from 
this  life  in  1882.  Mr.  Carmichael  was  wedded 
October  17,  1883  with  Sarah  E.  Clark,  widow  of 
Dr.  W.  P.  Paxton,  by  whom  she  had  a  daughter, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  After  his  first 
marriage,  our  subject  located  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Adams  Township,  where  he  remained  until  1873, 
thence  removing  to  the  farm  he  now  operates.  For 
about  seven  years  he  worked  at  the  carpenter 
trade  in  connection  with  his  farm  work  and  stock- 
raising.  In  1888  he  erected  his  present  fine  resi- 
dence at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  it  consisting  of  fourteen 
rooms,  well  arranged  in  regard  to  convenience  in 
all  respects.  The  farm  is  fertile  and  well  improved, 
being  located  on  the  Rockville  and  Bellmore  gravel 
road.  The  place  comprises  three  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  acres,  which  are  under  good  cultiva- 
tion. 

For  many  years  our  subject  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican, but  is  now  inclined  somewhat  toward  the 
Prohibition  party.  From  1880  to  1883  he  served 
as    County    Commissioner,    having    always    taken 
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gieat  interest  in  the  progress  of  this  locality.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  good  stand- 
ing, and  is  much  respected  in  this  locality  for  his 
worthy  qualities  as  a  friend,  neighbor  and  citizen. 
Mrs.  Carmichael  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church. 


"•{•♦•fr-J-te 


eAPT.  STEPHEN  A.  STILWELL,  one  of  the 
pleasant  and  sociable  business  men  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  bearing  modestly  the  honors  of  a 
wounded  veteran  of  the  late  war,  carries  on  a 
flourishing  real-estate,  pension  and  loan  business 
in  this  city,  and  has  a  beautiful  residence  at  No. 
700  South  Walnut  Street. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  seven  miles 
south  of  Crawfordsville,  March  22,  1838.  He  was 
the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Didama  (Holloway)  Stil- 
well,  the  mother  a  sister  of  Judge  Washington  Hol- 
loway. The  parents  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and 
came  from  Shelby  County,  in  that  State,  and  set- 
tled in  this  place  in  1826,  although  Mr.  Stilwell 
had  prospected  through  here  in  1824.  At  that 
time  the  town  of  Crawfordsville  consisted  of  one 
house,  and  they  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
the  count}'.  At  that  farm  Mr.  Stilwell  lived  until 
1878,  his  death  occurring  in  1881,  when  he  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  1800,  and  her  death 
took  place  in  1870.  She  had  been  the  mother  of 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  to  teach  school, 
and  was  so  successful  that  he  continued  in  this  oc- 
cupation until  he  answered  the  call  for  soldiers  to 
preserve  the  Union.  His  first  enlistment  was  in 
November,  1861,  when  he  entered  as  a  private  of 
Company  C,  fortieth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  when 
his  time  expired  he  again  enlisted.  February  15, 
1864,  in  the  same  regiment,  and  was  promoted 
from  the  ranks  onward  until  in  July,  1864,  Gov. 
Morton  commissioned  him  Captain.  He  had  com- 
mand   of    the  company  at    Blain's   Cross   Roads, 


Tenn.,  in  November,  1863,  as  the  Captain  had 
resigned  and  the  Lieutenant  was  on  detached 
duty,  and  he  held  the  position  until  the  close  of 
the  war. 

Capt.  Stilwell  did  not  come  out  of  the  great 
struggle  without  a  memento  of  the  terrors  of  war. 
He  was  wounded  in  the  leg  at  Lost  Mountain,  Ga., 
June  18,  1864,  but  he  was  one  of  the  plucky  kind 
of  soldiers  and  insisted  upon  keeping  up  with  the 
command,  although  he  had  to  be  carried  along  six 
months  before  he  could  take  his  place  at  the  head 
of  the  column.  His  position  at  the  time  of  the 
accident  was  at  the  head  of  the  ranks,  where  he 
was  bravely  leading  the  column,  and  he  was  about 
the  first  man  to  fall  before  the  enemy's  fire,  al- 
though that  was  a  bloody  day  for  the  Fortieth, 
as  out  of  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  thirty- 
three  marched  to  battle  no  more.  During  that 
fight  the  regiment  shot  sixty  thousand  rounds  of 
ammunition.  Through  the  Atlanta  campaign 
Capt.  Stilwell  was  often  in  danger,  at  one  time  for 
forty-eight  days  being  within  reach  every  minute 
of  a  rebel  minie-ball. 

After  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  Capt.  Stilwell's  com- 
mand went  on  the  return  campaign  after  Hood,  and 
took  part  in  all  of  the  actions,  ending  at  Nashville. 
After  this  he  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  in  June, 
1865,  and  here  he  resigned,  having  taken  part  and 
risked  his  life  in  seventy-nine  engagements.  The 
regiment  was  in  Texas  until  1866.  At  the  bat- 
tle of  Franklin,  Capt.  Stilwell's  company  opened 
the  hostilities,  doing  skirmish-line  fighting  for 
three  hours  before  the  regular  action  began. 

After  the  return  to  peace,  Capt.  Stilwell  re- 
turned to  the  quiet  home  his  valor  had  helped  to 
preserve,  and  took  up  his  old  occupation  of  teach- 
ing. In  a  few  months,  May  15,  1866,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Martha  A.  Hardee,  of  the  same  vicin- 
ity, and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Hardee,  who  was  a 
pioneer  of  this  section.  After  marriage,  Capt. 
Stilwell  went  into  Crawfordsville  and  engaged 
with  Boots  &  Canie  in  the  planing-mill  and  re- 
mained there  for  four  years.  Later  he  went  into 
a  grocery,  but  received  the  appointment  as  Deputy 
County  Treasurer  and  remained  in  that  position 
for  six  years  under  three  separate  officials.  In 
1879  he   opened  a  pension  office,  and  carried  on 
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the  business  with  his  brother  Thomas.  He  has 
handled  loans  and  much  real  estate,  and  has  done 
a  flourishing  business. 

The  Captain  has  served  his  party  on  the  Cen- 
tral Committee,  and  keeps  up  an  active  interest 
in  politics.  He  is  socially  inclined,  and  is  a  val- 
ued member  of  Rebecca  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  has 
passed  all  of  the  chairs,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  as  well  as  of  the  Uniformed  Rank  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  naturally  is  an  active  and 
highly  regarded  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  Few  men  have  a  clearer  record  of  brav- 
ery than  has  Capt.  Stilwell,  and  he  received  recog- 
nition of  it  in  his  speedy  promotions.  The  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  in  Crawfordsville  is  very  gen- 
uine, and  the  pleasant  manner  of  our  subject  wins 
him  friends  among  the  strangers  with  whom  busi- 
ness throws  him  in  contact. 


lr%HLEMINGD.  JOHNSON,  who  was  born  in 
J)  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  December  30,  1822, 
•f^  now  makes  his  home  on  the  southwest  quar- 
|  \  '  ter  of  section  32,  Greene  Township,  Parke 
County.  He  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several  years,  having  not 
quite  filled  out  his  term  when  he  was  elected  Trus- 
tee, serving  in  that  capacity  for  some  six  years. 
For  two  years  he  was  Township  Assessor,  and  has 
been  administrator  of  no  less  than  eight  estates. 
He  assisted  in  assessing  land  to  build  eighteen 
gravel  roads,  helping  to  lay  outa  number  of  them, 
and  has  been  very  active  in  securing  the  good 
gravel  roads  for  which  this  county  is  so  justly 
famous. 

David  Johnson,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
Shelby  County,  Ky.,  October  27,  1796.  He  was 
the  son  of  James  Johnson,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  an  early  settler  in  Shelby  County.  His 
wife  was  formerly  Margaret  Dixon,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  from  which  country  she  removed  to  Penn- 


sylvania, where  her  marriage  was  celebrated,  after 
which  the  young  couple  removed  to  Kentucky. 
Of  their  six  children,  David  was  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth.  He  received  a  fair  education  for 
those  days  and  remained  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage with  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Colliugs. 
who  was  an  old  settler  of  Shelby  County.  For 
seventeen  years  succeeding  his  marriage,  David 
Johnson  remained  on  the  old  home  place,  and  in 
1835,  coming  to  Indiana,  he  settled  on  section  4, 
Union  Township,  where  he  bought  a  farm,  partly 
improved,  and  there  continued  to  live  until  he  was 
cut  down  by  the  hand  of  Deatli  in  February,  1877. 
His  wife,  who  had  died  the  year  previous,  was  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  lived 
tomatuie  years.  Those  living  are  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Harve}'  Connelly,  of  Union  Township;  James 
M.,  of  Greene  Township;  Frances,  wife  of  Benja- 
min Carver,  of  Putnam  Count}';  William  J.,  a  res- 
ident of  Randolph  County,  Mo.;  John  H,  who 
lives  in  Union  Township,  on  the  old  homestead; 
and  our  subject.  Martha  married  T.  11.  Anderson, 
of  Rockville.  She  died  March  9,  1893.  Mary 
Jane,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Morgan  Me  Lain; 
George  W.  died  with  typhoid  fever,  while  in 
the  arm}';  and  Sarah  E.'s  death  occurred  at  the  old 
home.  David  Johnson  was  a  generous  man,  and 
gave  liberally  to  his  children  both  in  money  and 
land.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and  served  his  fellow- 
citizens  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  about  one  year. 
P.  D.  Johnson  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  when 
he  came  to  Parke  County.  He  received  a  good 
education  and  taught  school  for  thirteen  terms  in 
this  county.  In  1842  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  A.  Dooley,  whose  father,  John,  emi- 
grated from  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  where  Mrs.  John- 
son was  born  in  the  year  1821.  Mr.  Johnson  com- 
menced farming  on  Sugar  Creek,  where  he  became 
the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
on  which  he  continued  to  live  for  about  fourteen 
years.  In  1856  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Minne- 
sota, where  he  pre-empted  a  homestead  in  Scott 
County;  there  he  lived  for  about  nine  years,  mak- 
ing a  fair  success  of  the  enterprise.  In  1865, 
however,  he  determined  to  return  to  Indiana,  and 
then  made  a  permanent  settlement  on  the  farm 
which  is  still  his   home.     His  farm  has  within  its 
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boundaries  one  hundred  and  twent3'  acres,  while 
his  wife  owns  in  her  own  right  forty-seven  acres 
additional.  The  property  is  well  improved,  and 
the  owner  formerly  made  a  specialty  of  raising 
Shorthorn  cattle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  William,  a  fruit- 
grower in  California;  Lucinda  J.,  wife  of  John  A. 
Payton,  who  lives  in  Greene  Township;  Mary  D., 
whose  husband,  T.  W.  Mater,  is  Postmaster  at 
Bellmore;  John  M.,  who  is  a  prosperous  farmer  in 
Kansas;  David  II.,  a  commercial  traveler  engaged 
in  selling  farming  implements,  having  his  head- 
quarters in  Bloomington,  111.;  and  Charles  W.,  who 
is  in  the  poultry  business  in  Effingham,  111.  James 
M.  died  at  the  age  of  three  years,  and  Elizabeth 
F.  when  two  years  of  age.  Mr.  Johnson's  first  wife 
died  in  1862,  and  the  same  year  he  wedded  Mary 
A.  Collings,  daughter  of  William  Collings,  who  was 
a  pioneer  farmer  of  Union  Township.  Mrs.  John- 
son was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  and  came  to 
Indiana  about  1836.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  the  latter 
being  a  Deacon,  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
church  and  Sunday-school.  During  the  late  war 
Mr.  Johnson  furnished  a  substitute,  as  he  was  not 
able  to  go.  His  son  William  was  a  member  of 
Company  I,  Eighth  Minnesota  Infantry. 


,  EV.  MATHIAS  MOUNT  VAN  CLEAVE, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  one  of  the 
old  settlers  of  this  section  and  has  had  a 
V^@!  life  full  of  adventure  and  experience.  Me 
was  born  nine  miles  from  Shelbyville,  on  Bull 
Creek,  Ky.,  March  26,  1810.  At  this  place  Ben- 
jamin Van  Cleave  and  Daniel  Boone  had  made  a 
settlement  in  early  days  and  were  closely  con- 
nected in  their  hunting  and  trapping  experiences, 
and  the  history  of  that  day  mentions  Grandfather 
Van  Cleave  in  connection  with  the  famous  Ken- 
tucky  pioneer,     The  son   of    this  Benjamin  Van 


Cleave  was  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  his  mo- 
ther was  Mary  Mount,  the  daughter  of  Mathias 
Mount. 

In  the  fall  of  1824,  Benjamin  Van  Cleave  came 
to  Montgomery  County  and  settled  eight  miles 
south  of  Crawfordsville,  where  he  secured  seven 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  here  his  death  occurred 
about  the  year  1852,  his  widow  surviving  him  un- 
til 1872.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living.  These 
are  well  known  over  the  State  and  have  kept  the 
good  old  pioneer  name  up  to  the  standard. 

Our  subject  started  out  in  life  for  himself  upon 
eighty  acres  of  land  given  him  by  his  father,  and 
then  lie  was  married.  The  name  of  his  wife 
was  Nancy  Nicholson  and  he  was  united  to  her  in 
1830.  Her  parents  were  Henry  and  Nancy  Nich- 
olson, who  live  two  and  one-half  miles  north  of 
Crawfordsville.  Mrs.  Van  Cleave  had  a  twin  sis- 
ter who  resembled  her  very  closely.  After  one 
year  upon  the  farm,  Mr.  Van  Cleave  came  out 
upon  the  prairie  and  entered  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  near  Linden,  and  then  bought  out  the 
heirs  of  his  father-in-law  and  moved  upon  that 
farm,  where  he  continued  for  five  years. 

At  this  time  our  subject  laid  out  the  village  of 
Brown's  Valley,  in  Brown  Township,  upon  laud 
that  he  had  bought  of  his  father.  At  that  time 
John  Milliganhad  laid  out  the  town  of  Waveland, 
and  it  was  decided  to  have  a  meeting  to  de- 
cide which  was  the  most  desirable  spot  upon 
which  to  locate  a  town.  Still  another  man  named 
Helminson  had  laid  out  a  town,  but  when  the 
vote  was  taken  it  was  decided  that  the  location  of 
Mr.  Van  Cleave's  land  was  the  best  for  the  town 
center.  This  was  in  1836,  and  that  year  our  subject 
traded  the  old  homestead  for  a  stock  of  goods  at 
Delphi,  and  there  he  continued  for  one  year.  At  that 
time  a  canal  was  being  built  there,  and  he  secured 
the  right  to  make  a  water-power  upon  the  creek 
north  of  Crawfordsville.  Here  he  erected  a  fron- 
tier mill,  including  a  carding-mill  and  a  hominy 
machine,  and  in  1838  he  secured  a  tract  of  land 
here  and  made  this  his  home.  At  this  place  he  had 
a  fine  spring,  and  this  made  it  a  desirable  place  of 
residence. 

Here    our    subject   continued    for    twenty-two 
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years,  engaged  in  the  furniture  business,  which 
he  carried  on  with  success,  and  he  still  owns  the 
land  where  his  son  now  lives.  The  mill-power 
which  contributed  so  much  to  his  success  in  life 
was  for  a  twenty-foot  over-shot  wheel  and  he  se- 
cured the  first  engine  that  was  ever  erected  in 
Crawfoidsville.  For  six  years  our  subject  lived 
upon  a  farm  near  Fredericksburg,  but  in  1865  he 
returned  to  this  city  and  has  lived  here  ever  since. 
In  1832  he  was  licensed  to  preach  and  filled  the 
Union  Church  at  Waveland,  Swentsburg,  Indian 
Creek  and  Crawfoidsville,  and  was  ordained  in 
1850  as  a  minister  in  the  Baptist  Church.  His 
ministrations  were  always  welcome,  as  he  was  a 
good  and  able  expounder,  and  he  never  asked  a 
cent  of  pay. 

In  his  political  opinions,  our  subject  was  for- 
merly a  Whig,  but  now  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  The  death  of  his  wife  in  1853  left  him 
with  a  family  as  follows:  Loviua  and  Benjamin, 
who  died  in  early  life;  Serena,  the  wife  of  James 
McCabe,  an  attornej'  and  politician  of  Williams- 
port;  William  N.,  who  for  ten  years  was  a  sales- 
man for  McNicl  &  Higgins,  in  Chicago,  and  now 
lives  in  Crawfordsville;  Samuel  M.,  who  is  a  sales- 
man in  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Dorcas  Ann,  Mrs.  John 
Hunt,  of  this  city;  and  Joel  L.,  who  died  in  1873, 
at  the  age  of  thirty  years.  William  N.  married 
on  the  10th  of  March,  1861,  Miss  Louisa  J. 
Summers,  of  Parke  County,  and  has  the  following 
family:  Mrs.  Frank  Gillespie,  of  Normal,  111.; 
Laura  M.,  who  is  an  expert  milliner  in  Chicago; 
Rosa  A.,  John  M.,  Walter  and  Maud.  William  has 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  New  Ross  and 
also  in   the  sewing-machine   business   in   Chicago. 

Mr.  Van  Cleave  was  married  a  second  time, 
on  the  4th  of  October,  1853,  this  union  being 
with  Miss  Charity  Hunter,  of  Whitesville,  who 
only  lived  a  few  years,  and  at  her  death  left 
four  daughters,  as  follows:  Jane,  who  is  Mrs. 
R.  M.  McCoy,  of  Lebanon,  Ind.;  Adeline,  who  is 
Mrs.  W.  W.  May,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Martha, 
who  was  Mrs.  Saul  Kepler,  of  this  place,  where  she 
died;  and  Mary  M.,  who  was  Mrs.  Mart  Heaton,  and 
died  here.  Our  subject  was  married  a  third  time,  Oc- 
tober 26,  1865,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Walker, 
the  widow  of  Archibald   Walker,   of   New   Ross. 


Her  maiden  name  was  Harris.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  Thomas  E.  Harris,  of  Virginia,  who 
came  to  Montgomery  County  in  1836  and  served 
a  term  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1850.  Mrs. 
Van  Cleave  had  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  Walker, 
who  married  Joseph  Fisher  and  died  one  year 
later. 

The  first  couple  married  by  Elder  Van  Cleave 
was  in  1847,  when  he  united  Thomas  Doyle  and 
Mary  Davis.  He  has  performed  about  eight 
hundred  marriage  services,  many  more  than  any 
one  else  in  the  count)-  and  probably  in  the  State. 


ETER  HARPER,  an  intelligent  farmer  and 
respected  citizen,  was  born  in  Decatur 
County,  Ind.,  February  17,  1842.  His  fa- 
ther, James  Harper,  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
but  in  his  youth  was  taken  by  his  paternal  grand- 
mother to  Kentuck}',  where  he  was  reared  and 
married.  By  trade  he  was  a  gunsmith,  going  to 
Decatur  County,  Ind.,  about  1830,  where  he  re- 
sided until  1845,  at  which  time  he  settled  in 
Reserve  Township,  this  county.  Here  he  remained 
until  his  death  in  1852.  He  was  a  steadfast 
Democrat  in  his  politics,  and  was  twice  married, 
first  to  a  Miss  Huffman,  who  bore  him  the  following 
children:  Nanc)',  Rebecca,  Mary,  Lydia,  Cynthia 
and  James.  His  second  wife  was  the  mother  of 
these  children:  Jackson,  George,  Gibson,  Peter,  and 
Esther,  who  was  a  widow  and  died  about  1860  in 
Warren  County,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Indiana,  receiving  a 
common  district-school  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  five  years  went  to  live  with  a  brother-in-law, 
Benjamin  Davis,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
reaching  his  majority.  At  this  period  he  be- 
gan woiking  on  a  salary  of  8100  per  year,  with 
board  and  clothing  included,  which  occupation 
he  followed  for  five  years,  when  he  married, 
and  began  farming  in  Parke  County,  where  he 
now  lives.     In  1835  his  brother-in-law,  Benjamin 
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Davis,  also  came  to  Parke  County,  from  Kentucky, 
his  native  State,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  timber 
land  on  section  19,  to  which  he  added  and  cleared 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres,  which  finally 
passed  into  the  hands  of  our  subject.  For  many 
years  Mr.  Harper  has  been  throwing  the  weight  of 
li is  influence  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  devoted  adherent. 

Our  subject  has  been  greatly  aided  and  encour- 
aged in  his  work  and  in  the  making  of  a  cozy  home 
for  himself  and  his  famity.  His  first  marriage  oc- 
curred April  22,  1860,  to  Miss  Catherine  Man  ley, 
of  Parke  County,  to  whom  were  born  six  children, 
namely:  Emma  E.,  James  B.,  Minnie  C,  Harriet 
N.,  John  P.  and  Arastus.  This  devoted  mother 
died  February  7,  1888,  a  valued  worker  in  the 
United  Brethren  Church.  Some  years  after  he  was 
married  a  second  time,  taking  as  his  wife  Rachael, 
a  half-sister  of  his  former  companion,  who  in  her 
brief  married  life  contributed  largely  to  the  happi- 
ness of  her  husband.  She  quietly  passed  away  Oc- 
tober 15,  1890,  having  lived  a  consistent  Christian 
life  and  having  been  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  Christian  Church  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Harper  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming, 
is  well  versed  in  the  principles  of  agriculture, 
employs  the  best  modern  methods  of  tilling  the 
soil,  and  derives  a  comfortable  income  from  his 
harvests.  He  is  a  sensible,  well-informed  man, 
kind  and  considerate  in  his  dealings  and  intercourse 
with  others,  which  traits  place  him  high  in  the  re- 
gard of  his  fellow-citizens. 


—8- 
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J' AMES  A.  ALLEN  makes  his  home  on  sec- 
tion 35,  Adams  Township,  Parke  County, 
where  he  has  a  well-cultivated  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  he  owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Walnut  Township,  thus  making  his  landed  es- 
tates amount  to  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
acres  in  all.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  making,  however,  a  specialty  of 


breeding  English  Shire  draft  horses.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Washington  Township  of  this  county, 
April  7,  1833,  and  was  the  son  of  James  Allen, 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Parke  County.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Virginia  October  15,  1803.  His 
father  was  killed  in  a  battle  witli  the  Indians  at 
Horseshoe  Bend.  When  a  lad  James  Allen,  Si"., 
removed  to  North  Carolina  with  his  parents,  his 
father  dying  when  he  was  a  child.  He  went  to 
live  with  a  Mr.  Barnes  until  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  ran  awa3'  from  home,  and  in  1821 
arrived  in  White  River,  Ind.,  where  he  stopped 
for  a  month,  and  then  came  to  this  county.  He 
settled  on  a  place  about  three  and  one-half  miles 
north  cf  Rockville,  in  what  is  now  Washington 
Township,  where  he  entered  land  of  the  Govern- 
ment, built  a  little  log  cabin,  where  he  lived  alone 
for  some  time,  and  then  wedded  Miss  Mary  Car- 
others,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  this  county,  to  which  he  came  from  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Allen  was  born  in  Ohio,  December  1,  1810,  and 
after  her  marriage  she  commenced  housekeeping 
in  the  rude  log  cabin  erected  by  her  husband. 
However,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  he  purchased 
another  piece  of  property  in  the  same  township 
which  he  held  for  some  time,  then  sold  and  pur- 
chased another  farm,  finally  removing  to  Adams 
Township,  on  the  Little  Raccoon  River,  where  he 
reared  his  family.  His  wife  died  November  9, 
1877.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  nine  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood, 
and  of  this  number  our  subject  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor. The  father  departed  this  life  March  8, 
1876.  He  helped  to  fight  the  Indians  in  the  early 
days,  was  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican.  He 
accumulated  considerable  real  estate,  and  was 
noted  for  his  strict  integrity  and  sense  of  honor, 
as  he  never  made  a  contract  which  he  did  not 
carry  out  to  the  letter. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  this  is  a  brief  life  rec- 
ord was  reared  in  Adams  Township  on  the  banks 
of  the  Little  Raccoon  River.  His  school  privi- 
leges were  largely  those  of  the  district,  but  lie  also 
attended  the  Bloomingdale  Academy.  When  a 
little  past  his  majority  he  located  on  the  place 
where  he  now  lives,  going  into  partnership  with 
William  L,  his  brother.     April  25,  1858,  was  cele- 
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brated  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Ott,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  this  count}-.  Mrs.  Allen  was  born  in 
Augusta  County,  Va.,  May  26,  1836,  and  was  only 
an  infant  when  she  was  brought  to  this  county. 
She  was  educated  in  the  Rockville  schools,  and  by 
her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  living:  James  Edgar, 
who  has  an  adjoining  farm;  Frank  C,  a  dentist  at 
Frankfort,  Ind.,  in  which  line  he  is  doing  well; 
and  Homer  O.,  a  student  at  Wabash  College. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Allen  dissolved 
partnership  with  his  brother  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  where  he  has  lived  uninterruptedly, 
with  the  exception  of  nine  months  spent  in  Cali- 
fornia. In  regard  to  politics,  our  subject  is  a 
strong  Republican,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
County  Commissioner,  serving  for  three  years, 
from  1883  until  1886,  during  which  time  many 
important  improvements  were  made.  It  is  largely 
to  his  work  at  that  time  that  the  credit  of  the 
good  gravel  roads  in  this  locality  is  due.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  a  Mason,  has  been  President  of  the 
Parke  County  Agricultural  Society,  and  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 
The  County  Fair  has  received  his  earnest  support, 
he  having  been  one  of  the  principal  promoters  of 
the  organization.  ,  Mr.  Allen  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  organization  his 
wife  also  belongs. 


^^SHOMAS  CAUSEY,  one  of  the  native  sons  of 
Reserve  Township,  Parke  County,  is  a  gen- 
tleman who,  by  his  diligence,  constant 
application  to  his  work, and  sagacity  in  conducting 
his  affairs,  has  met  with  due  reward,  and  is  to-day 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  to  be 
found  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
township. 

Mr.  Causey  was  born  April  18,  1832,  his  parents 
being  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Loacy)  Causey,  who 
were   both  of  English   origin.     The   father  came 
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from  Ohio  to  Parke  County  about  1830,  settling 
in  the  southeastern  part  of  West  Reserve  Town- 
ship, where  he  died  five  years  later.  He  was  in 
limited  circumstances,  working  out  by  the  day  for 
his  neighbors  as  a  means  of  supporting  his  wife  and 
one  child.  After  his  death  Mrs.  Causey  married  Jo- 
seph Coonce,  who  came  from  Ohio  to  this  county  in 
1828.  To  this  union  were  born  fourteen  children, 
among  whom  are  the  following:  Elizabeth,  John, 
Amelia,  Mahala,  Charles,  Joseph  and  Rebecca. 
The  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  in  that  belief  died  in  September, 
1891,  in  Vermillion  County,  this  State.  Her  hus- 
band died  the  previous  year. 

Our  subject,  being  bereft  of  a  father  at  an  earl}' 
age,  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  receiving 
but  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  and  when  only 
a  mere  lad  of  ten  years  began  to  earn  his  own 
living  by  working  for  six  cents  per  da}7.  He  con- 
tinued to  be  employed  by  the  month  until  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  when  he  was 
enabled  to  rent  a  small  tract  of  land,  which  he 
cultivated  advantageously.  In  a  few  years  he 
purchased  two  hundred  acres  on  section  6,  of  this 
township,  on  which  he  now  lives.  Under  his 
skillful  eare  and  close  application  to  work  he  has 
succeeded  in  gathering  together  an  area  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  broad  acres  of  very  fertile  land, 
and  on  this  is  profitably  engaged  in  mixed  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. 

Mr.  Causey  was  first  married  to  Polly,  daughter 
of  Charles  W.  and  Margaret  (Reddin)  Huxford. 
The  former  came  from  Ohio  in  1828,  being  one  of 
the  oldest  pioneers,  and  was  engaged  in  black- 
smithing.  His  father,  William,  went  from  Con- 
necticut to  Ohio,  and  thence  in  1828  to  Indiana, 
his  occupation  being  also  that  of  a  farmer.  Mrs. 
Causey  became  the  mother  of  six  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living:  Charles,  Hannah  and  Katie. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  November  20,  1879, 
and  in  the  year  1884  our  subject  married  Melinda, 
widow  of  Michael  Hess  and  a  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Milliken,  of  North  Carolina.  She  was  born 
in  1847,  in  Parke  County,  Ind.  To  himself  and 
wife  were  born  four  children,  only  one  of  whom  is 
now  living,  Thomas.     The  Causey  family  is  one 
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widely  and  favorablj'  known  throughout  this  com- 
munity, and  the  various  members  are  held  in  the 
highest  regard  by  many  friends.  Their  lives  have 
been  well  and  worthily  spent,  and  naught  can  be 
said  against  them. 


H©> 


^ANIEL  REMLEY,  a  practical  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  and  stockman,  residing  on 
section  3,  Walnut  Township,  is  a  native 
son  of  Montgomery  County,  representing 
an  old  and  honored  pioneer  family  of  this  part  of 
the  State.  His  father,  John  Remley,  who  was  so 
long  and  so  prominently  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  this  section,  was  born  in  Ohio 
May  21,  1800.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  his 
father  died,  and  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old  the 
lad  was  apprenticed  to  Richard  Skinner,  of  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tanner.  He  re- 
mained with  Mr.  Skinner  for  five  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  worked  out  by  the  month  un- 
til the  spring  of  1824,  when  he  set  out  on  foot 
for  Indiana,  where  he  had  determined  to  make  his 
future  home.  On  his  arrival  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  west  of  Crawfordsville,  of  Mr.  Stitt, 
selecting  this  land  on  account  of  the  springs  on  it, 
and  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  tannery  upon  it 
at  some  time  in  the  future.  After  planting  three 
acres  of  corn  he  returned  to  Ohio,  performing  the 
journey  on  foot  as  before.  The  family  have  a 
cane  that  he  used  in  walking  to  this  county,  with 
the  date  of  his  walk  carved  upon  it. 

Mr.  Remley  resumed  working  by  the  month  af- 
ter his  return  to  Ohio,  and  March  3,  1825,  took  an 
important  step,  whereby  he  secured  a  life  compan- 
ion who  was  a  true  helpmate,  and  who  was  of  val- 
uable assistance  to  him  in  all  that  he  accomplished. 
On  that  date  he  was  married  to  Sarah  McCain, 
near  Lebanon,  Ohio.  Her  father,  James  McCain, 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  who  had  removed  to 
Ohio, and  died  therein  1824.  Her  mother  was  Ann 
(Dill)  McCain,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who  died  in 
1845.  The  McCains  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 


dren. After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Remley  came 
to  Indiana  to  settle  on  land  that  he  had  bought. 
each  coming  by  a  different  way.  She  was  ac- 
companied by  her  uncle,  William  McCain,  and  two 
cousins,  and  performed  the  journey  in  eight  days, 
she  and  her  uncle  being  mounted  on  the  two 
horses  that  the  little  company  had  with  them. 
Mr.  Remle}'  shipped  their  goods  on  a  flatboat  on 
the  Miami  River  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  to  Terre 
Haute,  in  this  State,  walked  to  that  city  himself, 
and  there  engaged  an  ox-team  to  convey  his  pos- 
sessions to  his  homestead,  where  he  arranged  them 
in  a  little  log  cabin,  10x12  feet  in  dimensions, 
which  had  previously  been  elected  by  Mr.  Stitt 
near  the  south  line  of  the  farm.  Mr.  Remley  soon 
built  a  larger  cabin,  and  established  a  tan  yard,  in 
which  he  did  a  fine  business  until  1850.  Three  or 
four  years  after  settling  on  his  place  he  erected  a 
hewed-log  house,  which  caught  fire  and  was  burned 
just  as  it  was  completed.  He  then  built  a  substan- 
tial brick  house,  which  the  family  occupied  as  soon 
as  finished,  and  in  that  comfortable  home  his  life 
was  brought  to  a  close  January  2,  1879,  when 
many  mourned  the  departure  of  one  who  had  led 
a  manly,  noble  life,  and  was  very  dearly  loved  by 
his  family  and  numerous  friends  and  neighbors. 
He  was  an  active  and  consistent  Christian,  and  in 
1841  he  joined  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with 
which  he  held  close  relations  until  his  death,  and 
for  more  than  twenty  years  he  held  the  office  of 
Elder.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  until  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  trans- 
ferred his  allegiance  to  that.  He  was  eminently 
successful  financially,  as  by  untiring  industry  and 
wise  economy,  where  economy  was  needed,  he  ac- 
cumulated a  handsome  fortune,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  owned  over  two  thousand  acres  of 
land. 

The  venerable  mother  of  our  subject  departed 
this  life  January  10,  1890,  and  now  lies  sleeping 
her  last  sleep  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery.  Of  her  nine 
children,  eight  grew  to  maturity,  and  these  seven 
are  still  living:  Elizabeth,  who  resides  on  the  old 
home  place;  James  O,  a  farmer  near  Darlington; 
John,  a  farmer  who  lives  near  the  Vandalia  Sta- 
tion in  Crawfordsville;  Ambrose,  who  lives  in 
Wayne  Township,  west  of  Cr:\wfor(|syille;  Daniel; 
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William,  who  lives  near  his  brother  Ambrose  in 
Wayne  Township;  and  David,  who  lives  on  the 
old  home  place,  west  of  Crawfordsville.  Ruhama 
W.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  July  8, 
1841,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Union  Township. 
His  education  was  conducted  in  the  district  school. 
He  remained  an  inmate  of  the  parental  household 
until  he  was  thirty-two;  he  was  then  married, 
and  a  year  later  came  to  live  on  this  farm  in  Wal- 
nut Township,  which  was  given  him  by  his  father. 
It  is  a  very  fine  place,  comprising  two  hundred 
acres  of  well-tiled  land,  highly  cultivated  and 
provided  with  a  modern  and  well-appointed  set 
of  buildings.  Standard  stock  is  raised  on  the 
farm,  and  grain  and  other  products  common  to 
the  soil  are  grown  in  their  season. 

January  25,  1872,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Angie  Stout,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Ollie,  James  Albert  and  Ethel. 
Ollie  is  an  artist  of  rare  genius,  who  paints  in  oils 
or  uses  crayons  with  equal  skill.  Mrs.  Remley 
was  born  March  29,  1854,  in  Union  Township,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  this  county.  Her  fa- 
ther, Joel  Stout,  was  a  farmer,  who  owned  a  farm 
west  of  Crawfordsville.  He  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  and  was  a  son  of  Wilson  Stout,  who  came 
to  this  State  from  Butler  County,  Ohio,  whither 
he  had  removed  from  Virginia.  He  married  Esther 
Turner,  who  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  all  of 
whom  are  still  living,  as  is  also  their  mother,  who 
makes  her  home  at  William  Remley 's.  Wilson  Stout 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  and  lo- 
cated on  and  improved  a  good  farm  west  of  Craw- 
fordsville. Joel  Stout  came  to  this  county  from  his 
native  county,  and  was  married  here  to  Lucinda 
Switzer,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Switzer,  and  a  rela- 
tive of  Gen.  Grant.  The  father  of  Peter  Switzer 
was  a  native  of  Virginia,  whose  father  had  come 
to  this  country  from  Switzerland.  Peter  Switzer's 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Grant.  Peter's 
parents  were  reared  and  married  in  Kentucky,  and 
iu  1829  removed  to  Indiana,  settling  on  a  farm 
west  of  Crawfordsville.  All  of  their  children  ex- 
cept two  are  living,  as  is  also  the  father,  Peter, 
who  has  attained  to  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
AH  were  Methodists  in  religion   aud   Republicans 


in  politics.  Peter  Grant  Switzer  had  a  family  of 
ten  children,  all  but  two  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Lucinda  died  January  25,  1888,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Wesley  Cemetery. 

Our  subject  is  numbered  among  the  best  citizens 
of  his  native  county,  and  his  name  is  associated 
with  much  that  has  forwarded  its  interests,  both 
materially  and  in  a  higher  sense.  He  is  active  in 
religious  matters,  being  an  Elder  of  the  Union 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Walnut  Township,  of 
which  his  father  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  his 
wife  and  children  also  belong  to  that  church,  and 
all  are  identified  with  the  Sunday-school  work. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  National  Horse  Thief  Detective  Association. 


w 


ILLIAM  R.  STOUT,  M.  D.,  a  popular  and 

'    able  physician  of  Fountain  County,  resid- 


ing at  Hillsboro,  has  already'  won  a  high 
reputation  in  his  profession,  although  compara- 
tively young.  He  is  a  native  of  Carter  County, 
Tenn.,  born  amid  the  wild  and  beautiful  mountain 
scenery  of  the  eastern  part  of  that  State,  March 
20,  1852.  He  is  a  son  of  Henry  D.  Stout,  who 
was  born  in  Powell's  Valley,  Va.,  and  whose  fa- 
ther was  Andrew  Stout. 

Henry  Stout  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na- 
tive valley,  and  when  he  was  a  young  man  he 
sought  a  new  home  amid  the  romantic  scenes  of 
the  Eastern  Tennessee  Mountains.  He  was  there 
married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Valen- 
tine D.  Bowers,  who  was  a  well-to-do  planter  of 
that  State,  and  also  a  Baptist  minister.  After 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stout  settled  in  Carter 
County,  aud  there  both  are  living  to-day,  respected 
and  esteemed  by  the  entire  community.  They 
had  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
and  seven  of  whom  are  still  living.  Eliza  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  and  Sarah  at  the  age  of  forty 
years.  Those  surviving  are,  John,  who  is  a  farmer 
in  Eastern  Tennessee;  Molly,  who  is  the  wife  of 
R.  D.  Patterson,  who  lives  a  mile  and  a-half  north- 
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cast  of  Hillsboro;  Daniel,  who  resides  in  Eastern 
Tennessee,  at  Johnson  City;  .Samuel,  a  resident 
of  Elizabethtown,  and  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Carter 
County;  Anderson,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Elizabethtown;  Josephine,  who 
married  George  Taylor,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Eastern  Tennessee;  oursubject;  and  Henry 
D.,  who  is  prominent  in  politics  as  a  Republican, 
and  was  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Carter  County  two 
terms.  He  is  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church. 

William  R.  Stout  passed  his  boyhood  days  at 
the  old  home  in  Tennessee,  but  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  left  it  to  come  to  Hillsboro,  and  at 
Wabash  College  he  spent  one  year.  After  leaving 
college  he  taught  school  eight  terms,  and  then  be- 
gan his  medical  studies  with  Dr.  Wesley  Arm- 
strong, of  Hillsboro,  and  for  five  years  he  studied 
assiduously,  teaching  school  also  to  obtain  money 
to  defray  his  expenses.  During  that  time  he  at- 
tended the  spring  sessions  of  the  Kentucky  Medical 
School  at  Louisville,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  honor  in  1881.  Thus  well  equipped  for  his 
chosen  calling,  he  entered  upon  his  professional 
career  at  Hillsboro,  where  he  has  built  up  a  large 
practice  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard,  not  on ly 
for  his  signal  ability  as  a  physician,  but  for  his 
rare  personal  qualities. 

Doctor  Stout  was  married  January  23,  1883,  to 
Miss  Estella  M.  Tinsle}',  a  daughter  of  James  Tins- 
ley.  Her  father  is  a  harness-dealer  at  Hillsboro, 
and  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
count}'.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  a  charm- 
ing home,  and  their  pleasant  household  is  com- 
pleted by  their  little  daughter,  Ruby  Ma}',  who  is 
seven  years  of  age. 

Doctor  and  Mrs.  Stout  are  social  leaders  in 
the  village,  and  are  prominent  in  religious  circles 
as  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Our  subject 
keeps  himself  well  informed  concerning  the  medi- 
cal world,  is  not  slow  to  avail  himself  of  new  dis- 
coveries and  inventions  whenever  practicable, 
and  is  connected  with  various  medical  societies. 
He  belongs  to  the  Fountain  Count}'  Medical  So- 
ciety, to  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society,  and  to 
the  American  Medical  Association.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 


fraternity  in  this  section,  has  held  the  office  of 
Junior  Warden  of  his  lodge,  and  is  at  present  Sen- 
ior Warden  thereof.  In  politics,. he  is  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  the  Republicans. 


i^H^! 


\|f^  ELTBEN  SAUNDERS,  a  prosperous  agricul- 
\&SX  turist,  and  a  brave  and  loyal  citizen,  who 
'~M\\  served  his  country  faithfully  during  the 
^||)  late  Civil  War,  and  who  is  now  a  highly 
respected  resident  of  Jackson  Township,  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  is  a  native  of  the  State,  but  was 
born  in  Ripley  Township,  Montgomery  County,  in 
1842.  Our  subject  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
seven  children  born  to  James  and  Mary  A.  (Harris) 
Saunders.  His  father  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
and  his  mother  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Reuben  Saunders 
was  William  Saunders;  the  grandfather  was  of 
Scotch  descent,  but  the  grandmother's  forefathers 
made  their  early  home  in  England.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Martha  (Dickenson)  Harris,  whose  ancestral  fam- 
ilies were  originally  natives  of  Germany  and  Eng- 
land. The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest 
in  a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  years.  Reuben  Saunders  was  the  third 
child  in  a  family  of  seven,  and  located  with  his 
parents  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1843.  Here 
he  grew  to  mature  years,  actively  engaged  in  farm- 
ing duties,  and,  when  he  could  be  spared,  attend- 
ing the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 

When  the  Nation  issued  the  appeal  for  volun- 
teers in  the  Government's  aid  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War,  our  subject  was  among  the  noble 
army  of  true  patriots  who  quickly  responded  to  his 
country's  summons.  He  at  once  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany M,  First  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  served  with 
this  well-known  regiment  for  nine  months,  being 
in  several  skirmishes  and  one  engagement.  After 
a  brief  absence  from  the  field  of  war,  he  again  en- 
listed, this  time  entering  the  Sixty-third  Indiana 
Infantry,  and  he  continued  to  serve  faithfully  until 
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the  close  of  the  Rebellion.  During  this  extended 
period  of  brave  martial  duty,  Mr.  Saunders  parti- 
cipated in  the  battles  of  Franklin  (Tenn.),  Nash- 
ville, and  Atlanta  (Ga.),  and  was  present  at  Ft. 
Anderson,  N.  C,  and  was  in  many  minor  engage- 
ments, sharing  in  the  privations  and  dangers  of 
the  famous  Atlanta  campaign.  In  1866,  having 
been  honorably  released  from  the  duties  of  a 
soldier's  life,  he  returned  to  his  home,  and  again 
resumed  the  peaceful  avocation  of  a  farmer. 

In  1875  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Eva  Brown,  a  well-known  lady  and  a  favorite 
with  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Saunders  are  the  parents  of  three  children.  The 
eldest  is  their  son,  Albert  N.,  while  the  twin 
daughters,  Edna  C.  and  Stella  E.,  comprise  the 
other  members  of  the  pleasant  home-circle.  The 
entire  family  are  progressive  and  public  spirited, 
and  cordially  engage  in  all  enterprises  tending  to 
uplift  and  benefit  the  worthy  and  deserving.  Mrs. 
Saunders  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Disciples' 
Church,  and  is  an  active  Christian  worker.  The 
homestead  of  one  hundred  and  twenty'  acres  upon 
which  the  family'  resides  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  contains  substantial  outbuildings 
and  an  attractive  residence.  Mr.  Saunders  believes 
in  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
sustains  his  opinion  by  the  casting  of  his  vote. 
For  a  full  half  century  a  witness  of  the  im- 
provements and  marked  advance  in  all  the  great 
interests  of  his  native  State,  he  has  been  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  progress  of  his  immediate 
neighborhood,  and  is  counted  among  the  tried  and 
true,  the  upright  and  sincere,  whose  word  is  as 
good  as  their  "bond. 


wmm 


AVID  SHIRK,  Jr.,  an  energetic  agricul- 
turist of  Liberty  Township,  and  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  prominent  3'oung 
farmers  of  Parke  County,  has  spent  his 
entire  life  upon  the  old  homestead,  ninety-five 
acres  of  which   now  belong  to  him.     The  farm  is 


pleasantly  located  on  section  6,  and  is  as  well  cul- 
tivated and  finely  improved  as  any  of  the  estates 
in  that  section  of  country.  All  the  buildings  nec- 
essary for  the  storage  of  grain  and  shelter  of  stock 
may  be  found  upon  this  place,  and  the  family 
residence  is  a  conveniently-arranged  and  comfort- 
able rural  abode. 

Upon  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  born  October  9,  1861.  He 
is  si  member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Parke 
County,  and  is  the  son  of  Lazarus  and  Mary 
(Cook)  Shirk.  His  paternal  grandfather,  David 
Shirk,  removed  at  an  early  day  from  Franklin 
County,  Ind.,  to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  and  in  1827 
made  settlement  in  Liberty  Township  on  section 
6,  where  he  improved  a  farm  consisting  of  six 
hundred  acres.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Old-School  Baptist  Church  in  Liberty  Town- 
ship and  officiated  as  its  minister  for  many  years. 
His  death  at  the  old  homestead  was  a  great  loss 
to  that  denomination,  for  the  success  of  which  he 
had  labored  unweariedly,  and  he  was  also  mourned 
by  the  people,  irrespective  of  religious  beliefs.  In 
politics  he  affiliated  with  the  Democrats.  He  and 
his  wife  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children,  whose 
names  were,  Lazarus,  Joseph,  John,  Hiram,  Isaac, 
Martha,  Malinda.  Mary,  Ellen,  Sarah  and  Rosa. 

Lazarus  Shirk  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Ohio,  January  15,  1822,  and  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Indiana  when  he  was  a  mere  lad.  He 
aided  in  the  work  of  evolving  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness,  and  improved  about  three  hundred 
and  seventy  acres,  which  were  divided  into  two 
farms.  An  honest  and  upright  citizen,  and  a  ca- 
pable farmer,  his  death,  January  4,  1892,  was 
mourned  not  onl}-  by  his  immediate  relatives,  but 
also  by  the  poor,  whom  he  had  always  befriended, 
the  afflicted,  to  whom  he  had  ever  been  a  sympa- 
thizing friend,  and  the  citizens  in  general,  who 
appreciated  his  manly  integrity  and  nobility  of 
character.  While  not  active  in  political  affairs, 
he  never  failed  to  cast  his  ballot  in  favor  of  Dem- 
ocratic principles,  and  steadfastly  adhered  to  the 
platform  of  that  party.  At  one  time  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
at  Montezuma,  Ind. 

The  first  marriage  of  Lazarus  Shirk  united   him 
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with  Mary  Cook,  a  native  of  Parke  County,  Ind., 
and  a  sister  of  Andrew  and  Charles  Cook,  sketches 
of  whom  appear  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Eight 
children  came  to  bless  the  home,  five  of  whom 
were  reared  to  maturity,  namely :  Margaret,  who 
died  when  thirty-two  years  old;  Roseilla,  wife  of 
Oliver  Burford;  Andrew,  who  passed  away  at 
twenty-eight  years  of  age;  Dora  A.  and  David. 
Thomas  and  John  died  when  mere  lads.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  in  1865.  Afterward  Mr.  Shirk 
married  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Aman- 
da (AVoods)  Rhodes,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  became 
pioneers  of  Parke  County.  Mrs.  Anna  Shirk  de- 
parted this  life  in  April,  1891,  leaving  one  child, 
Hardie  L.  Two  children  had  been  called  hence 
prior  to  the  demise  of  the  mother.  Our  subject 
is  honored  and  respected,  and  is  a  potent  factor 
in  the  progress  of  the  eommunitj'.  In  politics  he 
has  been  a  Democrat  and  is  now  an  adherent  of 
the  platform  of  the  People's  party. 


V1LLIAM  WALKER.  The  world  is  crowded 
with  men  and  women  each  trying  to  gain 
success  through  the  different  avenues  of 
money-making,  and  day  after  day  the  ceaseless 
round  of  duty  goes  on;  some  giving  attention  to 
professional  callings,  some  buying  and  selling  in 
commercial  headquarters,  and  still  others  cultiva- 
ting the  soil.  It  is  pretty  generally  conceded  that 
the  agriculturist  leads  the  freest  and  easiest  life, 
since  his  time  is  his  own  through  much  of  the 
year,  and  certainly  to  no  class  of  bread-winners 
are  we  indebted  for  more  beneficial  results  than  to 
the  farmer. 

Our  subject  at  the  present  time  is  identified 
with  the  latter-named  class,  and  is  at  this  writ- 
ing working  on  his  farm  on  section  21,  Reserve 
Township,  Parke  County,  where  he  has  a  good  es- 
tate. He  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  having 
been  born  in  Wilkes  County,  March  2,  1847,  to 
Howard  and  Alcey  (Parker)  Walker.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  Jesse  Walker,    who  came 


to  Indiana  and  there  remained  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Walker  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  we  mention  those  sur- 
viving: Martha,  Sarah,  Charity,  Lucy,  David, 
Letty,  Ellon,  Polly,  William  and  James.  The  de- 
ceased are  Matilda  and  Wesley.  Our  subject  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  gained  a  sound  practical 
knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits  along  with  a 
limited  education. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  when  the  call  for  troops 
was  issued,  the  patriotism  of  our  subject  prompted 
him  to  enlist  in  the  Fifty-fourth  North  Carolina 
Regiment.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  while  engaged 
in  battle,  he  was  captured  at  Ft.  Fields  and  carried 
to  prison  at  Fortress  Monroe.  After  having  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government,  he  went 
to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  was  there  taken  sick  and 
placed  in  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  for  six 
weeks.  In  the  latter  part  of  December  he  located 
near  Roseville,  Florida  Township,  where  he  went 
to  school  the  remainder  of  the  winter,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  hired  out  on  a  farm,  working  by  the 
year  for  $220  per  annum.  For  eleven  long  years  he 
steadfastly  persevered  and  prospered  in  this  work, 
until  in  the  spring  of  1877  he  was  enabled  to  rent 
a  farm,  which  he  worked  three  years.  In  the  year 
1880  he  purchased  eighty  acres,  where  he  resided 
until  March,  1884.  At  this  time  he  sold  and 
bought  another  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  21 
of  Reserve  Township,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
In  politics  his  father  was  an  old-line  Whig,  but  our 
subject  has  always  been  a  warm  supporter  of  the 
Republican   party. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Woodard,  of  Parke  County, 
September  20,  1876.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Zachariah  and  Harmony  (Cox)  Woodard,  natives 
of  Wayne  County,  N.  O,  and  Indiana,  respectively. 
The  father  was  an  earty  pioneer  of  Reserve  Town- 
ship, and  was  twice  married.  To  himself  and  first 
wife  were  born  three  bo3*s  and  six  girls,  all  of 
whom  are  living  except  four.  His  second  wife 
was  the  mother  of  five  children:  Francis,  a  Con- 
gregational minister,  and  a  graduate  of  Blooming- 
ton  and  Hartford;  Julian,  Ruth  and  Anna.  Nerus 
is  deceased.  This  lady's  people  were  members  of 
the  Friends'  Church.     To    Mr.  Walker    and  wife 
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have  been  granted  three  children:  Allen  C,  Ger- 
trude L.  and  Maude  R.  Our  subject  and  wife 
have  been  working  for  the  cause  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  a  number  of  years,  the  former  having 
united  with  the  church  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
and  the  latter  thirteen  years  ago. 


\w?  ANCELOT  C.  EWBANK,  a  native  son  of 
I  (Si  Indiana,  has  made  his  home  for  nearly 
!*}— ^-  thirty  years  on  his  well-equipped  farm, 
which  is  on  section  16,  Sugar  Creek  Township, 
Parke  Count}'.  From  the  original  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  which  he  bought  prior  to  1865,  his  posses- 
sions have  steadily  increased  until  there  are  two 
hundred  and  eighty-four  acres  of  fertile  land  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  his  home  farm.  He  has  good 
and  substantial  buildings,  among  these  being  a 
commodious  frame  barn  and  a  pleasant,  home-like 
residence.  Many  of  the  local  official  positions 
have  been  held  by  our  subject,  he  having  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years,  and  he  is 
now  a  Notary  Public.  In  the  time  of  the  Nation's 
need  he  responded  to  her  summons  with  true  pat- 
riotism, enlisting  in  September,  1861,  in  Company 
I,  Thirty-first  Indiana  Regiment,  and  took  part 
in  the  siege  of  Corinth  and  the  battles  of  Stone 
River  and  Chickamauga,  in  which  latter  he  received 
a  wound  in  the  right  shoulder  and  breast  from  a 
shell.  This  necessitated  his  going  to  the  hospital, 
and  after  a  while  he  was  placed  in  control  of  the 
same.  Returning  to  his  regiment,  he  there  re- 
mained until,  on  account  of  an  abscess  on  his  thigh, 
he  had  to  return  to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained 
until  discharged  at  Indianapolis  in  1864. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  on  July  20, 
1837,  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.  His  parents  were 
Lancelot  and  Polly  (Blasdel)  Ewbank.  Grand- 
father John  Ewbank  was  born  in  England,  and 
when  about  sixty  years  of  age  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Indiana, 
in  which  State  he  followed    the    same    occupation 


in  which  he  had  engaged  in  his  native  land,  that 
of  farming.  He  reared  a  family  of  eight  children: 
John,  Benjamin,  Martin,  Rhoda,  Hannah,  Ann, 
Lancelot  and  Fanny.  Our  subject's  father  was 
born  in  England  on  February  28,  1797,  and  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  country  was  about 
ten  years  old.  His  education  was  quite  limited, 
but  he  was  a  great  student  and  reader,  and  after 
devoting  some  time  to  studying  medicine,  prac- 
ticed the  same  considerably.  In  Dearborn  Coun- 
tj-  was  celebrated  his  marriage  with  the  daughter 
of  Enoch  Blasdel,  who  with  his  family  were  early 
settlers  of  this  State,  and  of  French  descent.  Mr. 
Ewbank  was  a  Whig  and  afterward  became  a  Re- 
publican, and  with  his  estimable  wife  held  mem- 
bership with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
He  was  a  general  mechanic,  but  his  main  occupa- 
tion was  farming.  With  his  family  he  emigrated 
to  Parke  County  about  the  year  1839,  settling  on 
a  farm  in  Liberty  Township,  on  the  Wabash  River. 
A  year  later  he  bought  the  farm  where  our  sub- 
ject now  lives,  and  this  he  carried  on  until  his 
death,  on  October  16, 1857.  Only  a  short  time  af- 
ter the  family  removed  to  this  county  the  mother 
was  called  from  this  life,  July  16,  1840,  and  then 
Mr.  Ewbank  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Belcher,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Erwin. 

There  were  ten  children  by  the  first  marriage 
of  our  subject's  father,  namely:  David;  Susan,  de- 
ceased, who  was  the  wife  of  Miles  Rateliff;  John 
and  Enoch,  deceased;  Jacob;  Jonathan ;  Ruth  A.,  de- 
ceased, who  was  the  wife  of  John  Faucett;  Mary  C, 
wife  of  William  R.  Ratcliff ;  our  subject;  and  Pa- 
mela, deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Liv- 
ingston. Four  children  were  born  of  the  second 
marriage:  Martin  V.;  Hannah,  deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  James  Crosby;  George  S.  and  Thomas. 

Lancelot  C.  Ewbank  remained  with  his  father 
on  the  homestead  until  the  death  of  .the  latter. 
His  common-school  education  was  supplemented 
by  a  course  of  study  at  Georgetown,  III.,  where  he 
prepared  himself  for  a  teacher's  duties,  and  taught 
seven  terms  in  Parke  County.  He  also  worked  at 
carpentering  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  set- 
tled down  to  the  peaceful  vocation    of  a    farmer. 

On  March  8,  1865,  after  returning  from  the 
war,   he  wedded    Mary,     daughter    of  John    and 
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Mary  Ratcliff,  and  soon  after  came  to  his  present 
farm.  The  house  his  father  built  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  this  county  was  probably  the  first  frame 
dwelling  in  Sugar  Creek  Township.  Our  subject 
has  made  a  success  of  farming,  and  has  acquired  a 
snug  little  fortune. 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  wife  has  been 
blessed  with  seven  children:  John  H.,  Susanna  E. 
(deceased),  Thomas  M.,  Barbara  L.,  Ethel  E.,  Sarah 
E.  and  William  J.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and,  politically,  our  subject 
is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  Hobson  Post 
of  Marshall,  and  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Order  of  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons.  The 
eldest  son,  John  H.,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Union 
Christian  College,  of  Sullivan  County,  Ind., 
and  is  now  a  professor  there.  Susanna,  the  daugh- 
ter who  died,  would  have  graduated  last  June 
from  the  same  institution  had  she  lived,  and  the 
other  daughters  are  now  attending  that  college. 
Two  of  the  sons  are  teachers  in  the  county  schools, 
and  the  youngest  daughter,  only  fifteen  years  old, 
has  graduated  from  the  common  school. 


ft  OSEPH  M.  HARVEY  came  of  the  pioneer 
stock  of  Montgomery  County,  and  for 
many  years  materially  contributed  to  its 
growth  and  prosperity  by  his  work  as  a 
practical  farmer  on  section  22,  Wayne  Township. 
Death  closed  his  career  in  1891,  and  his  com- 
munity thus  lost  one  of  its  most  useful  and  ex- 
emplary citizens.  He  was  born  in  Union  County, 
in  1829,  and  was  three  years  of  age  when  the  fam- 
ily settled  in  this  county  at  Alamo.  His  parents 
were  Hudson  and  Sarah  (Rinker)  Harvey,  the 
father  also  a  native  of  Union  County.  He  died 
in  Iowa  in  1870,  and  the  mother  died  in  that  State 
in  1876.  Our  subject  had  one  brother  and  three 
sisters.  Mary  Ann,  who  was  born  in  Union 
County  in  1832,  married  John  A.  Fislier,  of  Iowa, 
by  whom  she  had  six  children,  and  died  in  1868; 


Martha  Jane,  who  was  born  in  this  count}-  in 
1834,  is  the  wife  of  Will  Roe,  of  Iowa,  and  is  the 
mother  of  seven  children;  Lydia,  born  March  28, 
1839,  married  Will  Rayborn,  of  Iowa,  and  they 
have  five  children;  George  N.,  who  was  born  in 
1836,  volunteered  during  the  late  war  in  the  Tenth 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  died  while  in  the  army  in  1862, 
at  Davenport  Camp,  leaving  a  wife  (formerly  Lu- 
cinda  Roe)  and  three  children,  who  are  still  living 
in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Harvey's  first  independent  work  as  a  farm- 
er when  he  began  life  for  himself  was  on  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  partly  prairie  and  partly  timber,  in 
Iowa,  which  he  had  taken  up  from  the  Govern- 
ment. He  resided  on  that  some  nine  years,  and 
then,  returning  to  his  native  State  and  to  Mont- 
gomery County,  he  bought  the  property  on  which 
his  family  lives,  and  which  was  destined  to  be  his 
home  the  remaining  years  of  a  busy  and  fruitful 
life.  He  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  raising  con- 
siderable grain,  and  a  good  class  of  stock,  with 
which  his  farm  was  well  supplied.  He  left  an  es- 
tate of  two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  in  a 
good  condition.  He  was  a  man  of  genuine  worth, 
of  inflexible  honest}7,  and  was  revered  and  trusted 
by  all  with  whom  he  associated,  who  deplored  his 
loss  when  death  removed  him  from  their  midst.  A 
Christian  in  every  sense,  he  was  deeply  attached 
to  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  devoted 
member  until  he  passed  beyond,  and  he  was  an 
Elder  therein  ten  years,  also  an  earnest  teacher  in 
the  Sunday-school.  For  many  years  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Wayne- 
town,  his  fellow-associates  conducted  his  funeral 
with  all  the  ceremonies  of  the  fraternity.  Polit- 
ically, he  was  allied  with  the  Republicans,  but  was 
not  an  office-seeker.  While  the  war  was  raging, 
however,  he  did  noble  service  for  his  country  for 
three  years  as  a  member  of  the  Thirty-second  Iowa 
Infantry. 

The  wife  who  so  ably  assisted  Mr.  Harvey  in  his 
life  work,  and  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Iowa 
in  1853,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Dwiggins. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children,  of 
whom  we  have  the  following  record:  Mary  K., 
born  in  Iowa  in  1853,  was  married  in  Indiana  to 
Thomas  I).  Young,   a    carpenter,  now  residing  in 
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East  St.  Louis,  111.,  and  the}^  have  eight  children; 
Sarah  E.,  born  in  Iowa  October  17,  1856,  married 
Fonts  Sumner,  a  barber  of  Waynetown,  and  they 
have  three  children;  Martha  I.,  born  in  Iowa  No- 
vember 28, 1858,  is  the  wife  of  W.  Zuck,  of  Wayne- 
town;  Albert  H.,  born  in  Iowa  in  1860,  died  the 
following  year;  Houston  L.,  born  in  Iowa  in  1862, 
married  Laura  Small,  and  resides  on  the  paternal 
homestead;  Carrie,  born  in  this  county  in  1866, and 
Carl  B.,  born  in  1868,  and  married  to  Lulu 
Small,  reside  on  the  old  homestead;  Maud,  born  in 
1870,  died  in  1878;  Frank  W.,  born  in  1872,  re- 
sides with  his  mother.  The  children  have  been 
well  educated  in  the  High  School  at  Waynetown, 
from  which  Carrie  and  Burt  were  graduated  in 
1886,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Frank,  have  all 
taught  school.  They  have  nearly  all  been  teachers 
in  the  Sunday-school  connected  with  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  of  which  they  are  all  active  members, 
their  mother  also  belonging  to  that  church. 


•^^^E 


ILTON  B.  WAUGH,  the  present  President 
of  the  Montgomery  County  Board  of  Ag- 
riculture, was  born  on  the  farm  on  sec- 
tion 13,  Sugar  Creek  Township,  which  is 
now  in  his  possession  and  is  his  home,  and  by  his 
intelligent  and  progressive  methods  of  conduct- 
ing business  he  has  contributed  materially  to  ad- 
vance the  farming  and  stock  interests  of  his  na- 
tive county. 

Mr.  AVaugh's  paternal  grandfather  was  born 
amid  the  primeval  wilds  of  New  Jersey,  in  1750. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Hopkins,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  the}'  had  a  numerous  family  of  chil- 
dren. Their  son,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Ross  County,  where  he  was  born  Jan- 
uary 25,  1804.  In  1831,  in  the  prime  of  early 
manhood,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Indiana,  and, 
casting  in  his  fortunes  witli  the  pioneers  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  he  bought  from  the  Government 
a  quarter-section  of    land,  on   which    his   son  of 


whom  we  now  write  resides,  half  of  it  being  prai- 
rie, and  the  remainder  covered  with  forest. 

The  father  worked  hard  to  redeem  his  land 
from  its  natural  wildness,  and  in  the  home  that 
he  and  his  faithful  wife  built  up  they  have  reared 
a  large  family  of  children  to  lives  of  sobriet}'  and 
usefulness.  Martha,  the  eldest,  who  was  born  in 
1829,  married  Mr.  Dunbar  in  1846,  and  died  in 
1847;  Joseph  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
January  29,  1832,  and  is  farming  in  Worth  Coun- 
ty, Mo.,  where  he  owns  a  farm  of  three  hundred 
acres;  Harvey  was  born  April  10,  1835,  removed  to 
Ringgold  County,  Iowa,  before  that  county  was 
organized,  and  has  a  farm  thereof  seventeen  hun- 
dred acres,  which  he  devotes  to  grain  and  stock- 
raising.  John  W.  was  born  December  13,  1839, 
and  resides  on  a  farm  of  sis  hundred  and  forty 
acres  in  Missouri;  Margaret  was  born  February  14, 
1842,  is  married,  and  resides  in  Henry  County,  Mo., 
where  she  owns  seven  hundred  acres  of  land; 
Miletus  A.  was  born  in  1844,  and  removed  to 
Ringgold  County,  Iowa;  Melissa  A.,  a  resident  of 
Henry  Count}',  Mo.,  was  born  in  1852,  and  mar- 
ried Mr.  Ward,  a  farmer,  who  died  in  1885,  and 
left  an  estate  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land; 
William  was  born  in  1854,  and  is  now  farming  in 
Worth  County,  Mo.,  where  he  has  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Miletus  A.  was  a  vol- 
unteer in  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Indiana 
Infantiy  during  the  late  war,  and  had  an  experi- 
ence in  rebel  prisons. 

Milton  B.  Waugh  was  born  into  the  pioneer 
home  of  his  parents  February  11,  1837.  He  early 
became  familiar  with  all  kinds  of  farm  work,  and 
in  due  season  adopted  that  calling  which  Horace 
Greeley  so  aptly  styled  the  "noblest  of  profes- 
sions," and  he  has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  competent  and  well-equipped  fanners  of  his 
native  township,  owning  some  seven  hundred  acres. 
He  is  greatly  interested  in  breeding  Shorthorn 
cattle,  Clydesdale  horses  and  Cotswold  sheep,  his 
farm  being  well  stocked  with  these  famous  breeds. 
He  has  aline  place — buildings  of  a  good  order  and 
well  arranged;  fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, neatly  fenced  and  well  tiled,  and  everything 
about  the  farm  betokening  careful  and  able  man- 
agement. 
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Mr.  Waugh  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarab  Saulsbury,  of  Clinton  County,  Ind.,  August 
13,  1857.  Mrs.  Waugh  was  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Catherine  Saulsbury,  and  was  born  May  15, 
1837,  in  this  township,  and  died  deeply  regret- 
ted August  29,  1892.  Her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject brought  them  seven  children.  James  W., 
who  was  born  July  18,  1859,  was  graduated  from 
Perdue  University  in  1883,  and  is  a  successful 
civil  engineer.  He  married  Miss  Lulu  Davidson 
in  1889;  John  M.,  a  farmer,  owning  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  this  county,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 20,  1861,  married  Miss  Sarah  Clouser,  and  has 
two  children;  Emma  O.,  born  October  14,  1863, 
married  Fielden  II.  Rice  in  1884,  and  lives  in 
this  township;  Mollie,  born  September  14,  1865, 
was  married  in  1885  to  John  D.  Shriver,  who  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  has  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  in  Tippecanoe  Count}-,  Ind.;  Mat- 
tie,  born  April  5,  1867,  was  married  in  1887  to 
William  Usher,  a  farmer  of  this  township;  Clara 
B.,  born  April  11,  1869,  married  February  14, 
1889,  William  M.  Reeves,  a  lawyer,  and  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  White,  Humphry  &  Reeves,  of  Craw- 
fordsville;  Frank  W.,  who  resides  at  home  with 
his  parents,  was  born  March  13,  1872. 

Mr.  Waugh  has  acquired  a  handsome  fortune 
by  his  skillful  management  of  his  farming  and 
financial  operations,  and  is  numbered  among  our 
most  substantial  citizens.  He  is  a  man  of  much 
force  of  character,  is  well  informed  in  all  that 
pertains  to  agriculture,  and  is  an  admirable 
presiding  officer  at  the  meetings  of  the  County 
Board  of  Agriculture,  in  which  he  is  deeply  inter- 
ested, and  to  the  usefulness  of  which  as  an  or- 
ganization for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers  of  this 
section  of  Indiana  he  has  largely  contributed. 
He  is  also  connected  with  the  Masonic  order 
as  a  member  of  Plumb  Lodge  No.  472,  A.  F. 
Si  A.  M.,  and  of  Lodge  No.  40,  R.  A.  M.,  and 
he  also  belongs  to  the  Horse  Thieves'  Detec- 
tive Association.  Our  subject  has  an  honorable 
record  as  a  soldier.  While  the  war  was  being 
waged  between  the  North  and  South,  he  joined 
the  Home  Guards,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers. He  was  commissioned  Captain  and  took 
an  active  part  in    the  movement  against  Morgan, 


the  bold  rebel  raider.  Mr.  Waugh  contributes 
liberally  to  all  worth}-  objects,  including  the 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber. 


>HOMAS  J.  WILSON,  living  on  section  9,Wal- 
nut  Township,  has  been  a  resident  of  Mont- 
gomery County  for  more  than  forty  years, 
has  won  a  substantial  place  among  its  farmers,  and 
has  occupied  important  public  positions.  He 
came  here  from  Ohio,  which  is  his  native  State,  he 
having  been  born  in  Miami  County,  September  18, 
1824.  His  father,  John  Wilson,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky in  the  early  years  of  its  settlement,  January 
6,  1782,  the  date  of  his  birth.  His  parents  were 
John  and  Lydia  (Thatcher)  Wilson,  who  were  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey.  The  Thatchers  came  from 
Wales  and  the  Wilsons  from  England  during  Co- 
lonial times,  and  the  father  of  John  Wilson,  Sr., 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

John  Wilson,  Jr.,  was  the  youngest  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  he  grew  to  vigorous  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive State.  He  crossed  the  Ohio  River,  and  for  a 
while  lived  near  Cincinnati,  which  was  then  but  a 
village.  He  afterwards  moved  to  Miami  County, 
where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life, 
although  just  after  his  marriage  he  spent  a  short 
time  in  Montgomery  County,  the  same  State.  He 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in 
Miami  County,  and  he  became  one  of  the  foremost 
men  of  the  county,  which  he  represented  in  the 
Stale  Legislature  two  terms,  and  for  twenty-one 
years  he  was  Clerk  of  the  County  Court.  He  also 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  a 
successful  business  man,  and  won  his  way  to  the 
confidence  of  the  people  by  his  unswerving  integ- 
rity. He  was  a  liberal  supporter  of  all  benevolent 
and  religious  objects,  and  was  a  leading  member 
of  the  Reynolds  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
deacon,  and  he  took  part  in  the  exercises  of  the 
Sunday-school.  His  wife  was  also  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  that  church.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig 
until    that   party    ceased    to    exist,  and    he   then 
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identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
and  his  wife  left  the  old  farm  in  Ohio  in  1849  to 
pass  their  last  days  witli  their  children,  and  he  died 
April  10,  1866,  she  having  preceded  him  to  the 
grave  ten  years  before,  dying  April  12,  1856,  the 
father  being  buried  in  Ohio,  and  the  mother  in 
Indiana. 

They  had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
eleven  grew  to  maturity,  and  two  are  still  living: 
Matilda,  a  resident  of  Crawfordsville,  and  the 
widow  of  Jeremiah  West,  who  was  a  farmer;  and 
Lj'dia,  a  resident  of  Indianapolis,  and  widow  of 
Jehiel  Crane.  The  deceased  children  are  Annie, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Patsy,  who  married  Joseph 
Hance,  and  died  in  Miami  County,  Ohio;  Lucin- 
da,  who  married  David  Sutton,  and  died  in  this 
county;  Lewis  M.,  who  was  a  farmer,  and  died  in 
this  county;  Catherine  C,  who  married  Augustus 
Brown,  and  died  in  Miami  County,  Ohio;  Sarah 
Ann,  who  married  Jacob  Counts,  a  farmer  of  this 
county,  and  died  here;  John,  who  died  in  early 
manhood;  Letitia,  who  married  Davis  Counts,  a 
farmer  of  Ohio,  and  died  in  this  county;  Eliz- 
abeth, who  married  Robert  Buckles,  who  was  orig- 
inally a  farmer  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  Nebraska,  where  she  died;  and  Thom- 
son J.,  who  died  April  8,   1893,  in   this  county. 

Thomas  Wilson  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  county,  attending  the  public  schools  in  his 
youth  whenever  the  opportunity  offered.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
was  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Ohio  until  1850.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Indi- 
ana to  take  advantage  of  the  cheap  and  exceed- 
ingly fertile  land  of  Montgomery  County  that 
had  not  been  worn  out  by  extensive  cultivation. 
He  selected  his  present  location  in  Walnut  Town- 
ship, buying  at  that  time  eighty  acres  of  land,  to 
which  he  has  added  more  b}-  subsequent  purchase. 
and  he  now  has  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in 
this  section,  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  well-cultivated  soil.  His  improvements 
are  of  a  substantial  order,  and  include  a  neat  and 
cozy  dwelling,  built  in  1890  at  a  cost  of  81,000. 
The  farm  is  given  up  to  general  farming,  and  a 
fine  class  of  stock  is  raised  upon  it. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  his  native  county  to 


Miss  Annie  Jane  Counts,  daughter  of  Elijah 
Counts,  who  was  a  prominent  farmer  in  Miami 
County  in  pioneer  times.  He  had  been  reared  in 
Kentucky,  and  was  there  married  to  Margaret 
Wiley,  who  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  five  children  living,  name- 
ly: Sallie,  who  was  born  September  2,  1849,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  Manoah  Brown,  a  resident  of 
Coal  Creek;  Edwin  Davis,  who  was  born  July  29, 
1851,  married  Ellen,  daughter  of  George  Faust, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Walnut  Township; 
Canzada  N.,  who  was  born  August  29,  1854,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  John  Campbell,  of  New  Market; 
Lewis  Sylvester,  who  was  born  April  12, 1857,  and 
lives  with  his  parents,  assisting  in  carrying  on  the 
farm;  and  Gilbert  B.,  who  was  born  July  26,  1866. 
The  Wilsons  have  lost  one  child,  Nevada  A.,  who 
was  born  December  17,  1853,  and  died  in  infancy. 
Our  subject  has  excellent  business  qualifications 
that  have  not  only  gained  him  a  competency,  but 
have  won  him  recognition  among  his  fellow-citi- 
zens as  good  material  for  a  public  officer.  He  has 
held  the  important  position  of  County  Commis- 
sioner for  six  years,  was  Trustee  of  the  township 
one  term,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  National 
Horse  Thief  Detective  Association.  In  polities  he 
is  a  true  Democrat. 


ffi  AMES  M.  WANN.  The  village  of  Water- 
man owes  not  a  little  to  the  enterprise  and 
^\  push  of  this  prominent  citizen  and  popular 
^gif'  proprietor  of  the  hotel.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Vermillion  Count}-,  Iud.,  August  14,  1840, 
and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Susan  (Givens)  Wann. 
The  paternal  grandparents  removed  from  Penn- 
sylvania short]}'  after  the  birth  of  their  son  Dan- 
iel, and  made  settlement  in  Circleville,  Ohio, 
where  the  grandfather  died;  his  wife  passed  away 
in  Indiana.  They  had  four  sons:  Jacob,  David, 
John  and  Daniel,  and  one  daughter,  Chesty. 

After  coming  to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  about  1821 , 
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Daniel  Warm  worked  at  various  occupations,  but 
subsequently  settled  on  a  farm  comprising  four 
hundred  acres  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1863.  In  his  political  opinions 
he  affiliated  with  the  Whigs  during  the  existence 
of  that  party,  and  at  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  joined  its  ranks.  In  his  religious 
convictions  he  was  a  Presbyterian.  Of  his  first 
union  six  children  were  born,  uamety:  William; 
John,  who  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  Civil 
War;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thompson,  deceased;  James 
M.,  of  this  sketch;  Elisha,  a  soldier  in  the  late  war, 
and  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth 
Indiana  Infantry;  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Self.  The 
second  union  of  Daniel  Wann  was  with  Mrs. 
Charlotte  (Lunger)Randolph,  who  bore  him  the  fol- 
lowing children,  viz.:  Daniel,  Isaac,  Sarah  (Mrs. 
Cartwright),  Harriet,  Charles  and  Dana.  The  last- 
named  died  in  childhood,  and  one  other  died  in 
infancy.  The  third  marriage  of  Daniel  Wann 
united  him  with  Mrs.  Margaret  Carman,  a  sister  of 
the  second  wife. 

The  childhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  unevent- 
fully on  his  father's  farm,  and  he  acquired  a  prac- 
tical education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War,  he  en- 
listed in  the  service  of  the  Union  in  August,  1861, 
and  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany A,  Thirty-first  Indiana  Infantry.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Donelson  and  Shiloh, 
and  in  the  latter  engagement  was  wounded  in  the 
right  side.  He  remained  in  the  hospital  until  Jan- 
uary, 1863,  and  upon  his  recovery  rejoined  his 
regiment  near  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.  He  was  pres- 
ent at  Chickamauga,  Bridgeport,  Buzzard's  Roost, 
Resaca  and  Kenesaw  Mountain.  In  the  battle  of 
the  last-named  place  he  was  wounded  in  the  left 
shoulder,  and  was  afterward  in  the  hospitals  at 
Chattanooga  and  Nashville.  Upon  receiving  a 
furlough,  he  returned  home,  and  in  October, 
1865,  was  discharged  at  Indianapolis,  where  he 
was  serving  in  the  veteran   corps    for  a  year. 

Returning  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture, 
Mr.  Wann  engaged  in  farming  until  1885,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  proprietor  of  an  hotel.  He 
isoneof  the  influential  Republicans  of  the  com- 
munity, and  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 


twelve  years.  His  marriage,  in  April,  1866,  united 
him  with  Miss  Melissa,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Margaret  (Lunger)  Carman,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  child,  Frank  II.,  who  is  in  Fernwood, 
near  Chicago,  111.  Mrs.  Wann  is  a  prominent 
and  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  labors  unweariedly  in  behalf  of  re- 
ligious and  benevolent  enterprises.  As  may  be 
imagined,  Mr.  Wann  takes  great  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is 
also  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


-^£- 


P.  SHOOP  is  proprietor  of  one  of  the  largest 
livery  stables  in  Rockville,  and  has  a  good 
.  share  of  the  patronage  of  this  place.  He  is 
^g^  one  of  the  enterprising  young  business  men 
of  Rockville,  and  has  been  quite  successful  in  his 
present  business  enterprise.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  on  July  10,  1855.  He 
is  a  son  of  John  Shoop,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  same  county  in  the  Keystone  State,  where  he 
was  reared  to  mature  years.  In  the  late  war  he 
was  in  the  service  for  three  years  and  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  His  wife, 
who  was  before  her  marriage  Miss  Sarah  Deidrich, 
died  about  the  close  of  the  war,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren, our  subject  being  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  The  father  was  called  from  the  shores  of 
time  in  1886. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  county  of  his 
birth  until  reaching  his  eighteenth  year.  His  edu- 
cational privileges  being  somewhat  limited  in  his 
youth,  he  has  had  to  rely  mainly  upon  experience, 
observation,  private  reading  and  study.  He  was 
only  eighteen  years  old  when  he  left  his  father's 
roof-tree  and  came  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind., 
where  he  engaged  in  working  for  his  uncle,  J.  L. 
Deidrich,  who  was  engaged  in  the  livery  business 
at  Waveland.  While  in  his  employ  he  acquired  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  business,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  eleven  years  of  faithful  service  in 
that    place    he    came    to    Rockville.      For   eight 
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months  lie  was  in  the  employ  of  N.  W.  Cummings, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  started  in  business 
for  himself  at  Montezuma.  After  three  years  of 
successful  trade  in  that  village,  Mr.  Shoop  re- 
turned to  Rockville,  buying  out  his  former  em- 
ployer, N.  W.  Cummings,  the  date  of  the  trans- 
action being  in  1887. 

Mr.  Shoop  was  united  in  holy  matrimony  in  the 
year  1881  with  Miss  Ella  Davis,  whose  father, 
Joseph  Davis,  was  killed  during  the  late  war, 
prior  to  which  time  he  was  a  resident  of  Mont- 
gomery County.  Two  children  grace  the  union 
of  our  subject  and  wife,  Cleona  and  Claude. 

The  gentleman  ol  whom  this  is  a  brief  life  rec- 
ord is  much  interested  in  civic  societies,  being  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  the  Ancient 
Eree  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  also  of  the  Eastern 
Star  of  the  Masonic  lodge.  His  right  of  fran- 
chise is  used  in  favor  of  the  nominees  and  in  sup- 
port of  the  principles  advocated  by  the  Republi- 
can party.  His  father  was  a  loyal  defender  of 
the  Union  in  the  time  of  her  great  peril,  and  the 
son,  our  subject,  now  in  times  of  peace,  when  the 
nation  almost  equally  demands  true  citizens  and 
patriotic  sons,  is  true  to  her  interests  and  endeav- 
ors to  promote  her  welfare  in  every  possible  way. 


/p^EORGE  W.  SPENCER  is  a  prominent  far- 
Ill  (-— „  mer  of  Greene  Township,  Parke  Count}',  his 
v\^jj  home  being  on  section  10.  He  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  February  12,  1840,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  Spencer,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Maryland  about  the  year  1793.  The  latter  was  a 
son  of  James,  also  a  native  of  Maryland.  When 
he  was  two  years  old  he  removed  to  Fleming  Coun- 
ty, Ky.,  and  in  1835  came  to  Indiana,  settling  one- 
half  mile  east  of  the  place  on  which  he  soon  after 
located,  and  there  resided  until  his  death.  His 
wife  before  her  marriage  bore  the  name  of  Mary 
Gott. 

John  Spencer  was  next  to  the  eldest  in  a  family 
of  four  sons  and  two    daughters.     He   was  reared 


in  Fleming  County,  Ky.,  where  he  lived  until 
1835,  when  he  came  to  Indiana.  The  previous 
year  he  had  married  Miss  Nancy  Alexander,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  James  Alexander,  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  an  early  settler  in  Mason 
County,  Ky.,  from  where  he  later  removed  to 
Fleming  County,  in  the  same  State.  The  two  broth- 
ers of  Mrs.  Nancy  Spencer  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  After  his  marriage  John  Spencer  engaged  in 
farming,  and  in  1834,  coming  to  Parke  County,  he 
became  the  owner  of  the  farm  now  carried  on  by 
our  subject.  Only  a  few  acres  had  been  cleared  at 
that  time,  but  witli  energy  and  undaunted  cour- 
age he  pursued  the  work  of  its  improvement.  He 
was  called  to  his  final  rest  on  the  9th  of  April, 
1867.  His  family  consisted  of  eleven  children, 
one  Of  whom  died  in  childhood.  The  following 
are  yet  living:  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Milton  Robert- 
son, living  near  Winterset,  Iowa;  Martha  Jane, 
wife  of  Grecnberry  McDuffy,  of  Union  County, 
Iowa;  Amanda,  widow  of  Robert  Bloomfield;  Ed- 
na, wife  of  David  Patton,  who  lives  southwest  of 
Crawfordsville,  Montgomei\y  County;  and  our  sub- 
ject. The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was  born 
November  28,  1801,  is  still  living,  though  so  ad- 
vanced in  years,  and  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject.  Her  mind  is  clear,  and  her  health  is  re- 
markably good.  Her  husband  was  a  Democrat, 
politically,  and  as  a  farmer  successfully  carried  on 
his  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

George  W.  Spencer  was  brought  up  in  Greene 
Township, and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
On  August  22,  1862,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  Clark.  Her  father, 
Eli  Clark,  who  lived  near  Judson,  was  an  early 
settler  and  prominent  farmer  of  the  county.  Af- 
ter his  marriage  our  subject  located  four  miles 
west  of  his  present  farm,  where  he  resided  for  four 
years,  and  then  became  the  possessor  of  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  now  comprises  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  and  is  well  developed.  He  erected  a 
good  barn  on  the  place  and  has  other  good  build- 
ings. The  land  is  fertile  and  yields  abundant 
crops.  Mr.  Spencer  ranks  well  in  the  estimation 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  this  community  as  a  pro- 
gressive and  well-informed  agriculturist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  have  been  blessed  with  lea 
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children,  nine  of  whom  are  living.  John  is  now 
at  Russellville,  Ind.;  Jesse  is  a  fanner  of  this  town- 
ship; and  the  following  are  still  living  at  home: 
Allen,  George,  Frank,  Elsie.  Aria,  Wilbur  and 
Freddie.  William  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 
The  father  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  1890  was  elected 
Trustee  of  the  township,  which  position  he  has 
held  ever  since,  his  term  expiring  in  1895.  He  is 
always  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  improvement 
and  advancement,  and  is  earnest  in  his  support 
of  our  present  admirable  public-school  system. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which 
he  has  been  a  Deacon  since  1862.  His  wife,  an 
amiable  and  well-educated  lady,  has  also  for  many 
years  been  a  member  of  the  same  church. 


AMUEL  ATKINSON.  Among  the  enter- 
farmers  of  Parke  County  is  ranked 
subject,  whose  birth  occurred  here  in 
1835.  He  comes  of  an  honored  pioneer 
family,  his  father,  Thomas  Atkinson,  having  set- 
tled in  this  locality  about  the  year  1828,  when  lie 
entered  land  in  Sugar  Creek  Township  and  also 
purchased  about  five  hundred  acres.  Our  subject's 
paternal  grandmother  was  Mary  (Woody)  Atkin- 
son, her  father,  John  Woody,  being  a  leading  man 
in  North  Carolina  in  former  days.  Our  subject's 
grandfather  was  born  in  England  and  emigrated 
to  America  when  a  young  man,  settling  in  North 
Carolina,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  there 
passed  his  remaining  days.  He  reared  a  family  of 
eight  children,  our  subject's  father  being  the  eld- 
est and  the  others  as  follows:  Hugh,  James,  Robert, 
Samuel,  John  (who  is  the  only  one  still  living), 
Charity  and  Mary. 

Thomas  Atkinson  was  born  in  1796  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  reared  as  a  Quaker,  his  parents  being  of 
that  faith.  About  the  year  1819,  leaving  home, 
he  concluded  to  try  his  fortunes  in  another  State, 
and  accordingly  came  to  Indiana,  settling  in  Orange 
County,  where  he  married  Margery,  daughter  of 


David  and  Hannah  Linley.  To  them  were  born 
eight  children:  Jonathan;  David;  Samuel  and  John, 
twins;  Mary,  wife  of  Levi  Dix;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Marshall;  Eleanor,  who  died  in  childhood;  and 
Emily.  The  father  was  a  Whig  until  the  oigan- 
ization  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  became 
identified  with  the  same.  Landing  in  Indiana 
without  capital  or  friends,  he  worked  for  a  time 
for  farmers,  receiving  $10  per  month,  but  he  was 
persevering  and  industrious  and  these  qualities  in 
the  course  of  time  wrought  out  for  him  a  gratif}-- 
ing  success.  After  a  time  he  removed  to  Greene 
County,  where  he  carried  on  a  small  farm,  and 
then,  as  before  mentioned,  became  the  owner  of  a 
large  estate  in  Parke  County.  His  death  occurred 
in  1872,  several  years  previous  to  which  his  wife 
had  departed  this  life. 

Until  reaching  manhood,  our  subject  remained 
with  his  parents,  being  of  great  assistance  to  his 
father  in  clearing  and  developing  his  new  farm. 
His  education  was  such  as  was  afforded  by  the 
primitive  log  sehoolhouse  of  former  days.  On 
starting  out  in  life  his  father  gave  him  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  which  was  then  only  partly  im- 
proved. His  place  now  comprises  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  acres,  which  is  well  cultivated  and 
a  model  farm  in  every  respect.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  our  subject  married  Miss  Martha, 
daughter  of  William  Hadley.  Nine  children  grace 
their  union:  Milton,  who  married  Thelia  Parker; 
Cora;  Etta,  wife  of  John  McKey;  Clayton,  Will- 
iam, Oliver,  Clara,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
as  have  been  his  ancestors  for  several  generations. 
In  politics  lie  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can party. 

David  Atkinson,  the  next  older  brother  of  our 
subject,  is  also  a  resident  of  Sugar  Creek  Town- 
ship, his  farm,  which  comprises  ninety  acres,  a  por- 
tion of  his  father's  old  homestead,  being  located 
on  section  6.  He  remained  by  the  home  fireside 
until  over  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  started 
out  to  make  his  own  livelihood.  The  education 
which  is  his  has  been  largely  the  result  of  study 
and  reading  in  later  years,  as  the  schools  of  his 
young  days  were  few  and  poorly  conducted. 
When  twenty-two  years  old  he  was  united  in  mar- 
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riage  with  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Marshall, 
and  of  that  union  have  been  born  six  children: 
Elizabeth;  Louisa,  wife  of  John  Noonan;  Cyrenus, 
Elwood,  John  and  Eftie.  Mr.  Atkinson  deposits 
his  ballot  in  favor  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
religiously  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Ericnds. 


m  AMES  INGERSOLL,  a  substantial  and  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  Fountain  County,  who  is 
engaged  principally  in  raising  grain,  al- 
though he  has  some  good  stock  on  his 
farm,  resides  on  section  33,  Cain  Township.  He 
was  born  January  3,  1820,  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio.  His  father,  Joseph  Ingersoll,  was  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  removed  to  Ohio  when  a 
young  man.  He  chose  for  his  wife  Miss  Lydia 
Barcus.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  settled  in 
Hamilton  County,  where  he  pursued  his  occupa- 
tion as  a  farmer,  residing  there  until  the  time  of 
his  death  at  an  advanced  age,  forty  or  fifty  years 
later.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingersoll  were  born  twelve 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  wo- 
manhood. Of  these  our  subject  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor. 

Afer  eighteen  years  had  rolled  over  his  head 
amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  his  birthplace,  James 
Ingersoll  started  for  himself  in  life.  He  first  ob- 
tained employment  in  a  sawmill,  where  he  le- 
mained  six  years.  He  afterward  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account  in  Ohio,  continuing  to 
live  in  his  native  State  until  he  was  thirty  years 
old,  when  he  came  to  Indiana  and  bought  the 
land  on  which  he  now  resides.  His  farm  at  first 
consisted  of  only  a  quarter  of  a  section  of  land, 
which  he  operated  so  profitably  that  he  was  en- 
abled to  add  to  his  original  purchase  from  time  to 
time,  and  is  now  the  possessor  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  besides  having  given  forty  acres 
apiece  to  his  sons.  His  fertile  fields  are  well 
drained  by  ditches,  have  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  this  valuable  farm  is  am- 
ply supplied  with  neat  modern  buildings, 


Our  subject  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
first  wedded  to  Miss  Martha  Ann  Hughes  in  Ham- 
ilton County,  Ohio,  June  18,  1842.  She  died 
October  27,  1861,  leaving  four  children:  Jonathan 
H.  and  Alonzo,  who  are  residents  of  this  township; 
Berry,  who  lives  at  home  with  his  parents;  and 
James  W.,  who  resides  in  this  township.  The 
present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried November  6,  1862,  was  formerly  Miss  Chris- 
tiana Keeling,  a  daughter  of  Jonas  Keeling,  who 
was  born  in  Virginia,  and  who  died  while  she  was  a 
mere  child.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ingersoll:  Martha  E.,  who  lives  at  home; 
Elizabeth  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Hesler,  of 
this  township;  Clayton,  who  resides  with  his  par- 
ents; and  Joseph,  who  has  married  a  Miss  McCor- 
mick. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  came  to  this  county  with  small 
means,  but  by  energy,  economy  and  well-directed 
industr}'  he  has  acquired  a  handsome  property, 
and  in  his  declining  years  is  enjoying,  as  he  so 
well  deserves,  all  the  comforts  of  life.  In  his 
political  opinions,  our  subject  is  a  Jackson ian 
Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Horse 
Thief  Detective  Association,  and  has  represented 
Cain  Township  on  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors. 
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AVIS  STEVEB.  Prominent  among  the 
m  successful  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
Parke  County,  may  be  mentioned  the  name 
of  Mr.  Stever,  who  owns  and  operates  a 
fine  farm  located  on  section  28,  Liberty  Town- 
ship. The  estate  comprises  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty acres  of  well-cultivated  land  and  is  embel- 
lished with  a  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings, 
chief  among  which  is  the  commodious  residence. 
The  improvements  usually  found  upon  first-class 
farms  may  here  be  seen,  and  on  every  hand  abound 
proofs  of  the  thrift  of  the  owner  of  the  property. 
A  native  of  the  township  where  he  now  lives, 
Mr,  Stever  was  born  February  2,  1833,  and  is  the 
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son  of  Matthew  and  Agnes  (Banks)  Stever.  His 
father  came  to  Indiana  before  it  was  admitted  into 
the  Union  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Parke 
County,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  at 
Rockport  Mill,  about  1840.  A  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, he  was  public-spirited  and  enterprising  as  a 
citizen,  and  his  untimely  death  was  mourned  b}' 
all.  His  wife  survived  until  April,  1866.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Samuel  and  Washington,  both  now  deceased;  Jo- 
seph, who  enlisted  in  the  Eighty-fifth  Indiana 
Infantry,  and  died  soon  afterward;  Davis  of  this 
sketch;  Mrs.  Sarah  Gilkinson;  Mrs.  Margaret  Gil- 
kinson;  Mrs.  Mary  Noe;  and  Matthew,  who  en- 
listed in  the  Ninth  Indiana  Battery  during  the 
late  war  and  died  at  Vicksburg,  in  Jul}',  1863. 

After  the  death  of  Matthew  Stever,  his  widow 
married  Russell  Grittin,  and  remained  in  Parke 
County  until  her  death.  Originally  she  had  re- 
sided in  North  Carolina,  whence  she  removed  to 
Virginia  and  from  there  to  Indiana,  becoming  a 
pioneer  of  this  State.  Earl}'  orphaned  by  the  death 
of  his  father,  our  subject  was  afterward  bound 
out,  and  on  receiving  his  freedom  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  was  also  given  $60.  This  he  took 
to  the  bank,  receiving  in  return  but  #20  in  specie. 
For  five  years  thereafter  he  worked  for  others,  re- 
ceiving as  remuneration  $15  per  month.  After 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  October  19, 1858, and 
united  him  with  Miss  Susan  Conner,  he  commenced 
to  farm  for  himself. 

In  February,  1862,  Mr.  Stever  enlisted  in  the 
Ninth  Indiana  Battery,  and  after  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  was  granted  a  short  furlough.  He  rejoined 
his  regiment  at  Grand  Junction,  Tenn.,  and  was 
present  at  the  engagements  of  La  Grange,  Miss., 
Jackson,  Queen's  Hill,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the 
Red  River  expedition,  and  others  of  minor  im- 
portance, though  not  less  hazardous  to  life.  At 
the  close  of  the  expedition  he  went  to  Memphis 
and  volunteered  in  the  Third  Indiana  Artillery, 
after  which  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  and  was  in  the  two-days  fight  at  Nashville. 
Altogether  he  participated  in  thirty-two  engage- 
ments. From  Florence,  Ala.,  he  was  ordered  home, 
and  while  sailing  down  the  Tennessee  River  on 
the  "Eclipse,"   in   company  with  sixty-four  men, 


an  explosion  occurred  in  which  twenty-seven  were 
killed.  The  injuries  there  received  obliged  our 
subject  to  remain  for  two  months  or  more  in  the 
Marine  Hospital  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  from  which 
he  was  discharged  in  March,  1865.  His  papers, 
however,  were  dated  February  25,  at  Indianap- 
olis. 

On  "his  return  home.  Mr.  Stever  resumed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer,  and  in  September,  1866,  pur- 
chased his  first  farm,  which  consisted  of  sixty-two 
acres  on  section  28,  Liberty  Township.  He  has 
added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  is  at  pres- 
ent the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
acres.  In  all  his  enterprises  he  has  received  the 
eflicient  assistance  of  his  capable  wife.  She  was 
born  in  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Parke  County,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Deer)  Con- 
ner, natives  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Conner  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade.  In  December,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  the  defense  of  the  Union  and  participated  in 
all  the  engagements  of  his  regiment  until  his  death 
at  Union  City,  Tenn.,  in  November,  1863.  His 
mortal  remains  were  brought  to  Parke  County  and 
there  interred.  He  was  a  valiant  soldier  and  had 
risen  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  in  which  capacity 
he  was  serving  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  His  wife 
had  passed  away  in  the  spring  of  1863,  leaving 
six  children:  Susan,  Hettie,  Nanc}',  Allen,  Mary 
and  Louisa. 

Caleb  Conner,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Stever, 
was  born  in  Kentuck}',  and  throughout  much  of 
his  life  was  employed  as  a  millwright  and  black- 
smith. He  was  a  pioneer  of  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  entered  some  Government  land  and 
improved  a  good  farm.  He  was  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order.  His  religious  views 
were  in  sympathy  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican, 
and  served  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  oflice  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  as  well  as  in  other  places  of 
trust,  lie  married  Miss  Susannah  Teeter,  who  was 
of  Scotch-I  rish  descent,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stever  there  have 
been  born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Samuel; 
Elizabeth,  formerly  the  wife  of  Luna  Bayless,  and 
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now  deceased;  Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  William  Sherrill, 
deceased;  Davis  E.,  who  died  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age;  Joseph;  Susan  B.,  wife  of  Otho 
Coats;  and  Caleb  R.  The  children  received  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages,  and  those  who 
survive  are  prominent  in  the  communities  where 
they  reside.  Since  1866,  Mr.  Stever  and  his  wife 
have  been  actively  connected  with  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  are  foremost  in  all  the  be- 
nevolent and  worthy  projects  originated  b}'  that 
denomination. 


mil 


1  SA  HESS.  Reserve  Township,  Parke  Coun- 
ty, is  the  home  of  many  successful  farmers, 
Is  but  of  none  more  prosperous  than  the 
gentleman  above  named,  who  owns  and 
operates  a  fine  estate,  which  is  the  result  of  his 
excellent  management  and  characteristic  industry. 
A  visitor  to  his  home  will  see  that  he  has  not 
only  erected  good  buildings  and  kept  his  farm  well 
supplied  with  modern  machinery,  but  also  that  he 
keeps  excellent  grades  of  stock. 

Mr.  Hess,  who  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elinor 
(Runion)  Hess,  was  born  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  June  29,  1833.  His  father  was  born  in 
Indiana  County,  Pa.,  December  26,  1806.  and  went 
to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  with  his  parents,  going 
from  there  to  Reserve  Township,  this  county,  in 
1835.  They  made  the  trip  in  a  covered  wagon 
with  a  four-horse  team,  and  located  on  section  4, 
on  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  about  thirty  acres 
of  which  were  improved.  The  father's  intention 
was  to  settle  on  a  tract  of  land  which  he  had  en- 
tered several  j'ears  previouslj',  about  1829.  In  the 
spring  of  1835  the  parents  located  on  section  4, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  which  they  pur- 
chased, the  whole  aggregating  two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  acres,  partially  improved.  On  this 
last-named  farm  the  parents  lived  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  husband's  death  occurring  Sept- 
ember 19,  1845,  the  wife's  December  26, 1836. 
Asa  Hess  is  one  of  three  children   born   to   his 
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parents,  himself  and  a  brother  Michael  being  the 
only  survivors.  Their  father  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  but  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  on  the 
farm,  in  the  meantime  dealing  considerably  in 
lumber.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  was 
married  to  Emily  Ephland,  who  became  the  mother 
of  four  children:  Elinor,  George,  Ann  (deceased) 
and  Nancy.  The  devoted  wife  and  mother  passed 
away  about  1878.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Michael  Hess,  was  of  German  descent,  a  son  of 
Jacob  Hess,  who  came  in  his  boyhood  to  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Indiana 
County.  On  this  farm  was  reared  a  famil}-  of  three 
children:  Michael.  Jacob  and  Barbara.  Jacob,  Si'., 
was  a  zealous  worker  in  the  Lutheran  Church  and 
died  in  that  faith. 

The  grandfather  of  Asa  Hess  went  with  a  brother 
and  sister  to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  where  they 
followed  agricultural  pursuits.  Before  going  to 
Ohio  he  found  a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Ann 
Blue,  who  bore  him  the  following  children:  Corne- 
lius, John,  Samuel,  Peter,  Joseph  and  Ann.  Like 
his  father,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  same.  He 
was  always  a  supporter  of  the  Democracy.  After 
the  death  of  her  husband,  the  grandmother  of  our 
subject  was  married  to  one  Asa  Runion,  who  came 
to  Parke  County  and  settled  on  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres  in  Liberty  Township,  where 
they  both  died  shortly  after. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  N.  J.,  to  Asa  and  Rebecca  (Cooper) 
Runion,  who  were  natives  of  New  Jersej',  but  set- 
tled in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio.  The  original  of 
this  sketch  received  a  limited  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  began  working  on  a  sal- 
ary, which  he  continued  to  do  for  ten  years.  He 
began  on  $8  per  month  for  a  Mr.  Linbrook, 
and  after  a  time  his  meagre  earnings  were 
increased  to  §15  per  month.  In  1855  he  and  his 
brother  bought  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  on 
section  4  of  this  township,  where  the  former  has 
since  made  his  home.  To  this  tract  they  have 
added  until  they  now  own  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  well-cultivated  land,  which  is  equally  di- 
vided between  them. 

Mr.  Hess  keeps  in  his  possession  some  of  the  best 


280 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


breeds  of  cattle  and  horses,  of  which  he  is  justly 
proud.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  casting  his 
first  vote  for  James  Buchanan.  Thinking-  it  not 
good  for  man  to  live  alone,  Mr.  Hess  was  married 
to  Mary  Milliken,  the  ceremony  taking  place  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1862.  Mrs.  Hess  is  a  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Milliken,  who  came 
from  Randolph  County,  N.  C.  Mr.  Milliken  was 
twice  married,  the  first  union  resulting  in  the  birth 
of  five  boys  and  two  girls.  He  came  to  Iudiana  a 
few  months  prior  to  the  admission  of  Indiana  to 
the  Union,  in  1816,  settling  in  Orange  County, 
where  he  remained  for  a  time,  thence  coming  to 
Parke  County,  where  his  wife  died.  His  second 
companion,  who  bore  him  two  sons  and  five 
daughters,  was  the  daughter  of  a  Mr.  Brown. 

The  United  Brethren  Church  finds  in  the  wife 
of  our  subject  a  most  active  and  devoted  member, 
and  she  is  not  only  a  faithful  companion  to  her 
husband,  but  a  most  worthy  helpmate.  This 
worth}'  couple's  fortune  has  been  acquired  by  in- 
dustry, integrity  and  energy,  and  they  are  trying 
to  bear  their  part  of  that  responsibility  which  falls 
in  great  or  small  degree  on  all. 


\J7       EWI 

m  z 


EWIS  A.  I-IAVERCAMP  is  a  well-known 
-mer  and  stock-raiser  of  Montgomery 
unty,  residing  on  section  30,  South 
Union  Township,  where  lie  has  a  good  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  six  acres.  lie  is  a  native  of  Ripley 
County,  this  State,  and  was  born  November  2, 
1856.  His  father,  William  II.  Havercamp,  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1826.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  the  Fatherland,  and  served  in  the  German 
army  four  years,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the 
country.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Millbrook  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  at 
first  rented  a  farm  in  Ripley  County,  which  he  op- 
erated about  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  removed  to  Cincinnati,  where  be  found  employ- 
ment in  a  lumber-yard.     He  subsequently  returned 


to  Indiana  and  resumed  farming,  locating  on  a 
farm  in  Clay  County.  He  was  successful  in  his 
vocation,  but  finally  lost  a  good  deal  of  his  prop- 
erty by  going  security  on  a  neighbor's  note.  His 
death  occurred  in  1881.  During  his  life  he  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
and  in  politics  was  an  old-time  Democrat.  He  was 
the  father  of  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living:  our  subject;  Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Hide- 
man,  a  farmer  of  Ripley  County;  and  John  Will- 
iam, who  is  in  the  livery  business  at  Brazil,  Clay 
County.  The  mother  of  our  subject  re-married, 
becoming  the  wife  of  Louis  Ilideman,  and  she  is 
still  living  in  Ripley  County. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  five 
years  old  when  his  father  settled  in  Clay  County, 
where  he  continued  to  live  with  his  father  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  old.  He  then  went  to  work 
for  others  by  the  month,  and  was  thus  employed 
two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went 
into  the  lumber  business,  which  he  carried  on 
seven  or  eight  years.  In  1882  he  came  to  Mont- 
gomery County,  and  located  at  New  Market, 
where  he  was  in  the  lumber  business  two  years, 
and  also  worked  at  carpentering.  After  that  he 
lived  on  his  farm  for  a  .year,  and  then  resumed  his 
trade  as  a  carpenter  in  New  Market.  Two  years 
later  he  returned  to  his  farm,  and  has  lived  on  it 
ever  since.  His  land  is  well  tilled,  the  buildings 
are  substantially  built,  and  Mr.  Havercamp  is  do- 
ing well  financially  as  a  general  farmer.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Horse  Thief  Detective  Association, 
and,  although  not  desirous  of  political  preferment, 
he  conscientiously  performs  his  duty  as  a  citizen, 
and  as  a  rule  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Mr.  Havercamp  was  married  June  7,  1884,  to 
Miss  Ida  E.  Davis.  Their  pleasant  wedded  life 
brought  to  them  four  children:  Merrill,  who  was 
born  February  25,  1885,  and  died  on  the  7th  of 
the  following  March;  Otto,  who  was  born  on  the 
30th  of  March,  1887;  and  Earl  and  Bearl,  twins; 
Mrs.  Havercamp  is  a  daughter  of  George  S. 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Shelb}'  County.  Ivy., 
in  the  year  1818,  and  made  his  home  in  his 
native  State  until  1843,  when  he  came  to  Mont- 
gomery County.  After  his  marriage,  in  1846,  he 
located  in  Brown  Township,  where  he  followed  the 
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trade  of  a  blacksmith.  He  departed  this  life 
February  14,  1890.  He  had  been  successful  in 
business,  was  a  good  citizen,  and  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Nancy  Ellis,  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Ellis,  who  was  a  native  of  Shelby  County,  Ky., 
and  came  to  Indiana  in  1833,  settling  upon  a  farm 
that  he  probably  entered  from  the  Government. 
He  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Havercamp's  mother  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth.  Mrs.  Havercamp  herself  is  one  of  five 
children,  of  whom  four  grew  to  maturity,  and 
these  three  are  still  living:  Tilman  G.,  who  resides 
at  Waveland;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  R.  G.  Crist,  who  is 
in  the  hardware  and  implement  business  at  New 
Market;  and  Mrs.  Havercamp.  The  two  deceased 
are  William  Warren,  and  Martha  A.,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Edward  Lawrence. 


* 


■JLLIAM  A.  SELLER,  whose  home  is  on 
section  4,  .  Walnut  Township,  has  long 
been  associated  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Montgomery  County  as  a  well-to-do 
farmer.  He  was  born  in  Harrison  Count}',  Ky., 
September  20,  1823,  a  son  of  James  Seller,  who 
was  an  early  pioneer  of  this  county,  and  one  of 
its  foremost  farmers  and  public  men  in  his  day. 
James  Seller's  father,  who  died  when  James  was  a 
small  boy,  was  an  early  settler  of  that  part  of  Vir- 
ginia in  which  his  son  was  born,  and  he  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  The  family  removed  to 
Kentuck}',  and  there  James  grew  to  man's  estate, 
and  was  married  to  Mary  D.  Johnson,  a  daughter 
of  William  Johnson,  a  Kentuck}-  farmer.  Mr. 
Seller  continued  to  live  in  Harrison  County  after 
his  marriage  until  1827,  when  he  left  Kentucky  to 
found  a  new  home  in  Indiana.  He  bought  land 
east  of  Crawfordsville,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  thereon,  dying  December  24,  1874.  His 
pioneer  labors  were  abundantly  blessed,  and  he  be- 
came the  possessor  of  a  large  and  valuable  farm  of 
four  hundred  and  forty  acres, although  he  had  be- 


gun life  in  poverty.  He  was  a  conspicuous  figure 
in  the  civic  and  military  life  of  the  county,  as  he 
was  a  man  of  marked  force  of  character,  and  was 
sensible,  clear-headed  and  business-like  in  his  deal- 
ings. He  was  Commissioner  of  Montgomery 
County  for  several  years,  and  he  also  represented 
it  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1843  and  1844,  show- 
ing excellent  powers  of  statesmanship.  He  was 
sent  there  by  the  Whig  party,  of  which  he  was  an 
ardent  supporter  until  its  demise,  and  he  then  cast 
in  his  lot  with  the  Republicans.  He  was  often 
called  upon  to  act  as  administrator  of  estates,  such 
was  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  He  was  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  State  Militia,  and  bore  an  active  part 
in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  He  was  of  great  assist- 
ance in  the  upbuilding  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  Elder,  and  was  a 
zealous  worker  in  its  behalf  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

William  Seller  was  four  years  old  when  his 
parents  came  to  this  count}'.  He  is  one  of  six 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  His 
brother,  John  M.,  is  a  farmer  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship; Thomas  P.  is  a  physician  at  Mt.  Jack- 
son; Marshall  H.  resides  on  the  old  home  place; 
Eliphalet  D.  and  Elizabeth  J.  are  twins.  The  for- 
mer is  a  farmer  in  Hendricks  County,  and  the  lat- 
ter, the  widow  of  Joseph  Ellis,  lives  in  Tippecanoe 
County. 

Our  subject  was  reared  amid  pioneer  scenes, 
when  this  county  was  but  little  better  than  a 
wilderness,  wherein  the  Indians  still  made  their 
home,  and  wild  animals,  such  as  foxes,  deer, 
etc.,  roamed  at  pleasure.  He  gained  the  neces- 
sary experience  to  make  him  a  good  farmer  on 
his  father's  farm,  which  he  helped  to  improve 
after  he  became  old  enough  to  be  of  use.  After 
his  marriage  he  rented  a  farm  in  Walnut  Town- 
ship, and  he  and  his  bride  began  housekeeping  in 
a  little  old  log  cabin.  They  lived  there  but  a 
short  time,  however,  and  then  removed  to  Frank- 
lin Township.  Three  years  later  he  bought  the 
Wilson  Airs  place  in  Walnut  Township,  and  still 
makes  it  his  home.  He  erected  a  substantial  house, 
and  has  made  nearly  all  the  improvements  on  the 
place,  which  is  in  fine  order,  and  is  a  highly  pro- 
ductive farm   of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
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acres  of  well-tilled  land.  He  devotes  it  to  general 
farming,  and  has  it  well  stocked  with  Norman 
horses,  Jersey  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs  of  the 
best  breeds. 

October  10,  1844,  Mr.  Seller  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Wilson  were  united  in  marriage,  and  for  nearly 
half  a  century  have  lived  happily  together.  They 
have  two  children,  James  Milton  and  Louisa  Jane. 
James  was  born  December  20,  1845,  and  is  a  well- 
known  lawyer  at  Crawfordsville.  He  married  Miss 
Laura  Ileaton.  Louisa,  who  was  born  March  23, 
1848,  is  at  home  with  her  parents,  and  is  the  sta)' 
of  their  declining  years. 

Mrs.  Seller  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio, 
November  24,  1824,  was  four  years  old  when  the 
family  came  to  Delaware  County,  this  State,  and 
was  fifteen  when  they  came  to  Montgomery 
County.  Her  parents  were  Adam  and  Margaret 
(Logan)  Wilson,  natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  born 
in  Miami  County.  Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Logan,  a  Kentuckian,  who  died  in  his  native 
State,  and  his  wife  then  removed  with  her  children 
to  Ohio. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the 
county,  and  is  one  of  its  solid  men,  financially 
speaking.  His  property  has  been  mostly  acquired 
through  his  untiring  diligence,  foresight  and  good 
management.  He  is  a  sincere  Christian,  his  every- 
day life  guided  by  high  moral  principles,  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church  finds  in  him  a  useful  member. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  has  never 
aspired  to  office. 


f  NDREW  LINEBARGER  is  one  of  the  ex- 

gyull  tensive  land-owners  of  Parke  County, 
l!S  where  he  now  resides,  his  landed  posses- 
sions aggregating  nearly  two  thousand 
acres,  mostof  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. Tins  gentleman  is  a  well-informed  farmer, 
who  from  a  small  beginning  has  built  up  a  comfort- 
able fortune  and  is  now  enjoying  the  result  of  his 
industry  and  enterprise.     He  was  bom  in  Lincoln 


County,  N.  O,  June  8,  1815,  to  John  and  Mary 
(Hoot)  Linebarger.  His  grandfather,  John  Li ne- 
barger,  whose  father  came  from  Germany  and  set- 
tled in  the  Kej-stone  State,  was  the  only  son. 
When  a  lad  of  twelve  years,  his  parents  movrd  to 
Lincoln  County,  N.  G,  where  they  lived  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  The  grandfather  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  was  a  respec- 
ted and  well-to-do  farmer.  To  himself  and  wife 
were  born  one  son,  John,  and  seven  daughters,  who 
all  lived  and  died  in  their  native  State,  North  Car- 
olina. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
learning  every  minute  detail  pertaining  to  the 
life,  and  participating  in  its  labors  sufficiently  to 
allow  him  due  appreciation  for  the  pleasures  which 
he  enjoyed.  In  the  year  1820  he  sold  out  and  witli 
a  four-horse  team  moved  to  Bartholomew  County, 
Ind.,  being  six  weeks  on  the  way,  camping  and 
cooking  by  the  wayside.  In  the  spring  of  1822  he 
again  moved,  and  located  on  section  16,  Reserve 
Township,  this  count)',  where  he  cleared  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  timberland.  Two  .years 
after,  when  land  came  into  market,  he  entered  one 
hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  on  sections  17  and 
18,  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  remaining 
there  but  a  short  time,  when  he  located  on  section 
18,  where  he  remained  six  or  seven  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  purchased  a  part  of  the  farm 
on  which  our  subject  now  makes  his  home,  and 
there  remained  until  his  death,  in  May,  1847.  Ten 
years  after  his  wife  passed  from  this  life.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  until 
they  settled  in  Indiana,  when  they  became  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  denomination,  and  were 
instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  first  church 
of  that  faith  in  the  county.  The  parents  of  our 
subject,  on  their  arrival  in  this  State,  were  in 
very  straitened  circumstances,  having  but  $5  in 
money  in  their  possession.  But  by  hard  work  and 
perseverance  they  met  all  discouragements  witli  a 
stout  heart,  and  by  persistency  were  enabled  to  sur- 
mount all  obstacles  in  their  way.  The  father  in- 
creased his  landed  possessions  to  about  four  hundred 
acres.  During  his  life  lie  served  as  Constable  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  discharging  his  duties  faith- 
fully, lie  cast  his  vote  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children, 
he  being  the  only  survivor.  He  was  brought  up 
on  the  old  homestead,  receiving  a  limited  educa- 
tion, the  first  school  that  he  attended  being  con- 
ducted on  the  subscription  system  by  Darius  Har- 
ger,  on  section  21,  near  where  his  present  home 
now  is.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  commenced  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account  on  the  homestead,  clear- 
ing and  raising  crops.  In  1840  he  located  on 
eight}-  acres  of  timberland  on  section  12,  which 
he  also  cleared.  Since  that  he  has  accumulated 
property  until  he  owns  an  extensive  territory  of 
nearly  two  thousand  acres  in  Reserve,  Liberty  and 
Penn  Townships,  and  has  given  to  his  children  as 
a  start  in  life  about  $16,000  in  currency.  Besides 
carrying  on  general  farming  he  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  raising  grain,  and  is  a  breeder  of  Polled- 
Angus  Aberdeen  cattle  and  has  been  quite  an  ex- 
tensive shipper  of  grain  and  stock.  In  politics  he 
has  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life,  and  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  fourteen 
years  of  age  and  contributes  liberally  for  the  support 
of  all  religious  enterprises.  His  word  is  considered 
as  good  as  his  bond,  and  he  is  always  in  favor  of 
anything  that  tends  to  enhance  the  prosperity  of 
his  township  and  community. 

February  14, 1836,  Mr.  Linebarger  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary  (Mitchell)  Burt- 
on, who  was  born  near  New  Albany  in  1817.  Her 
parents  came  from  Maryland  and  settled  in  Parke 
County  about  1823,  first  settling  near  New  Al- 
bany, Ind.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linebarger  were 
granted  six  children:  George  H.,  Mary  A.,  Will- 
iam S.,  David,  Levi  J.  and  Andrew  J.  The  good 
wife  and  mother  died  in  June,  1846.  Our  subject 
was  again  united  in  marriage,  on  the  7th  of 
February,  1847,  this  wife  being  known  in  her 
maiden  days  as  Mary  Warner,  and  she  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  the  year  1827.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Joel  and  Susannah  (Huff;  Warner,  who 
were  pioneers  of  Reserve  Township.  The  former 
died  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  while  making  a  trip  from 
New  Orleaus.  The  mother  is  also  deceased.  By 
the  second  union  were  born  ten  children:  Lewis 
O,  Joel,  Samuel  C,  Jacob;  Joseph,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  Elizabeth  L.,  wife  of  J.  T.  Lew- 
man;  Ida  B.,  wife  of    Charles  Causey;   Ludah   O; 


Am  ma  O.,  wife  of  Salmon  Wright;  and  Louisa  A., 
wife  of  John  H.  Linebarger.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  August  4,  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Linebarger  has 
attained  success  in  his  chosen  career  by  fair  deal- 
ings, and  during  his  many  years'  residence  in  this 
county  has  always  shown  himself  to  be  entirely 
worthy  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  is  held 
by  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 


<*  WILLIAM  BROWN.  Among  the  honored 
\rJ/f  pioneers  of  Fountain  County  who  are  still 
W$f/  living  amid  the  scenes  of  their  early  labors, 
are  the  venerable  William  Brown  and  his  wife,  who 
have  a  beautiful  home  on  section  2,  Shawnee  Town- 
ship, and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  represent  them  in 
this  volume.  William  Brown  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land County,  Pa.,  August  12,  1814.  His  father 
was  the  Rev.  John  Brown,  also  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  German  antecedents.  He  was 
educated  for  the  ministry  and  preached  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  In  1816  he  removed  to  Harrison 
County,  Ohio,  whence  he  came  to  this  State  with 
his  family,  and  soon  after  died  in  Bartholomew 
County,  where  he  had  settled.  The  family  then 
went  to  Floyd  County  and  subsequently  to  Tippe- 
canoe Count}'. 

Our  subject  was  but  eight  years  old  when  his 
father  died.  He  grew  to  a  stalwart,  active  man- 
hood in  this  State,  and  seven  years  after  the  family 
settled  in  Tippecanoe  County,  he  took  unto  him- 
self a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  Baker,  to 
whom  he  was  married  November  14,  1839,  the  Rev. 
James  Griffiths  performing  the  ceremony  that 
united  them  in  a  true  marriage,  whose  golden  an- 
niversary, marking  a  happy  wedded  life  of  half  a 
century,  was  oelebrated  by  their  many  friends  with 
great  rejoicing  in  1889.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  this  State,  August  9,  1819, 
and  when  she  was  about  eight  years  old    her  par- 
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ents  removed  to  Tippecanoe  County,  and  settled 
near  the  Indian  battleground  made  famous  by 
Gen.  Harrison's  vietorous  encounter  with  the  In- 
dians on  that  spot.  The  redmen  were  numerous 
in  that  vicinity  when  the  Bakers  established  them- 
selves among  the  pioneers  of  the  county.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  four  sons  and  six 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  but  two  sons, 
the  eldest  member  of  the  family  being  an  aged  sis- 
ter, a  resident  of  Kansas,  who  is  past  ninety-five 
years  old.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  the  following  children:  Louisa,  wife  of  Smith 
Coffeny,  a  farmer  of  Shawnee  Township;  Minerva, 
wife  of  Daniel  Young,  a  farmer  near  Attica;  Jasper, 
deceased;  Matilda,  wife  of  a  Mr.  Coffeny,  a  farmer 
of  Shawnee  Township;  Samuel,  deceased;  Benja- 
min, a  farmer  in  this  township;  Beeker,  a  farmer, 
who  makes  his  home  with  his  parents;  and  Mary, 
who  is  also  at  home. 

When  a  young  man  Mr.  Brown  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter,  and  with  the  money  that  he  earned 
at  that  calling  he  bought  a  quarter-section  of  land 
in  Fulton  County,  which  he  traded  for  eighty  acres 
on  section  2.  Shawnee  Township,  a  part  of  his  pres- 
ent farm.  Immediately  after  marriage  he  and  his 
bride  and  five  other  couples  came  here  on  horse- 
back to  establish  their  homes  on  Dopp's  Prairie, 
where  they  ever  since  lived.  Our  subject  was  well 
fitted  lor  the  pioneer  life  that  lay  before  him,  as  he 
was  energetic,  keen,  resolute  and  able-bodied,  and 
was  well  endowed  with  that  business  acumen  and 
tenacity  of  purpose  that  lead  to  success  in  any  walk 
of  life.  He  was  more  than  ordinarily  prospered, 
accumulating  a  handsome  fortune  that  placed  him 
among  the  wealthy  men  of  the  county  while  he 
was  yet  in  the  prime  of  life.  He  made  all  this 
himself,  with  the  exception  of  $900,  as  he  was 
comparatively  poor  when  he  began  life  for  himself. 
He  at  one  time  owned  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  this  State  and  in  Illinois,  but  he 
has  sold  some  and  given  some  to  each  of  his  chil- 
dren to  start  them  out  in  life,  until  he  has  reduced 
his  real  estate  to  one  hundred  and  nine  acres,  which 
is  a  fruitful  source  of  income,  as  well  as  the  money 
that  he  lias  at  interest. 

In  the  year  1882,  Mr.  Brown  erected  on  the 
land  that  he  has  reserved  for  his  own   use   a  large 


and  fine-looking  residence,  with  all  the  modern  con- 
veniences, and  within  its  walls  he  and  his  family 
enjoy  the  comforts  of  a  pleasant  and  well-kept 
home. 

For  the  long  period  of  sixty  years  our  subject 
has  been  connected  with  the  United  Brethren 
Church  as  one  of  its  most  consistent  and  honored 
members,  who  has  been  an  important  factor  in  its 
upbuilding,  and  for  a  number  years  filled  the  office 
of  Steward.  His  estimable  wife  is  also  a  faithful 
member  of  that  church.  Politically,  he  stands  with 
the   Democrats. 


PR.  JAMES  T.  HENDERSON.  Medicine  is 
!  the  most  important  science  bearing  upon 
man's  happiness,  comfort  and  welfare,  and 
when  we  meet  with  those  who  have  spent  years  of 
their  lives  in  its  successful  practice,  we  cherish  in 
our  hearts  a  deep  reverence  for  them.  Prominent 
among  the  successful  physicians  of  F(  untain 
County,  Ind.,  stands  the  name  of  Dr.  James  T. 
Henderson,  who  has  obtained  a  reputation  placing 
him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  medical  fraternity. 
He  is  a  pleasant  and  generous  gentleman,  liberal  in 
all  his  ideas,  a  protector  of  the  rights  of,  a  strong 
promoter  of  the  welfare  of,  and  in  deep  sympathy 
with,  humanity. 

Dr.  Henderson  is  a  native  of  Annapolis,  Parke 
County,  Ind.,  and  was  born  August  10.  1845,  being 
the  son  of  Alexander  and  Isabella  (Chapman)  Hen- 
derson, also  of  Parke  County.  The  parents  removed 
to  Waynetown,  Montgomery  County,  in  1876,  and 
the  father  is  now  retired  from  the  active  duties  of 
life  He  has  always  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  Our  subject  was  nine  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Waynetown,  and  there  and  in 
Wesley  he  received  the  principal  part  of  his  schol- 
astic training.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he 
began  teaching  at  Sulphur  Springs  and  made  a  de- 
cided success  as  an  educator.  He  taught  five 
years    in    succession    at  home,   and    in  1862    en- 
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gaged  in  general  merchandise  at  Hoopeston,  111., 
following  this  for  five  years  and  meeting  with 
fair  success.  He  then  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, for  which  he  seemed  to  have  a  decided  taste 
and  a  natural  aptitude,  with  Drs.  Hurt  &  Ander- 
son at  Waynetown,  and  later  took  a  medical 
course  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
at  Indianapolis.  After  this  he  took  a  course  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Indiana,  at  Indianapolis,  in 
1879.    - 

Our  subject  began  practicing  at  Waynetown,  la- 
ter went  to  Perryville,  where  he  remained  four 
years, and  in  1888  came  to  Covington,  where  he  has 
since  been  absorbed  day  and  night  in  a  profession 
which  is  perhaps  the  most  trying  on  brain  and  body 
of  any  in  the  field  of  science.  In  his  political  affili- 
ations Dr.  Henderson  is  an  ardent  Democrat  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  State  and  district  conven- 
tions, and  held  the  office  of  County  Coroner  for 
some  time.  He  is  a  writer  of  considerable  note 
and  contributes  to  medical  journals.  He  gives 
special  attention  to  surgery  and  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  successful  physicians  of  the  county. 
He  has  devoted  his  life  thus  far  to  the  highest 
temporal  mission  among  men,  a  combat  with  dis- 
ease and  death,  and  his  efficiency,  skill  and  signal 
success  in  this  calling  are  well  known. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1869,  Dr.  Henderson  was 
married  to  Miss  Amanda  Thomas,  of  New  Rich- 
mond, and  two  children  were  born  to  them:  Eu- 
gene, who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  T.  M., 
who  graduated  from  the  Perryville  High  School 
and  the  business  department  of  the  Normal  at 
Covington,  and  after  studying  medicine  for  one 
year  with  his  father,  entered  the  Medical  College 
of  Indiana.  From  this  institution  he  went  to  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  from  which  institution  he  graduated 
March  13,  1893,  in  a  class  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety,  and  is  now  associated  in  practice  with  his 
father  in  Covington,  Ind.  He  was  the  youngest 
graduate  ever  turned  out  bj'  this  institution,  be- 
ing under  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  also 
learned  telegraphy  prior  to  the  study  of  medicine. 
The  Doctor  has  a  charming  home  in  Covington 
and  is  surrounded  by  every  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence. He  was  made  a  Mason  at  the  age  of  twenty - 


three;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
as  is  his  wife,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  at  Cold  Creek,  and  organ- 
ized a  lodge  at  Perryville  and  Lodi.  He  attended 
Grand  Lodge  four  times.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  lately  joined 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  as  did  also  his  son. 
The  Doctor  is  examining  physician  for  ten  life  in- 
surance companies.  Mrs.  Henderson  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union.  She  is  very  much  taken  with  the 
work  of  the  church  and  society.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  very  popular 
in  all  circles. 


LEXANDER  HENDERSON.  This  vener- 
S^Ol    able  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Mont- 

II  ti>  gomery  County  has  been  identified  with 
its  farming  interests  for  many  years,  and 
owns  and  occupies  one  of  the  choice  farms  of 
Wayne  Township,  pleasantly  situated  on  section 
25.  Mr.  Henderson  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
September  6,  1815.  His  parents  were  James  and 
Rebecca  (Thomas)  Henderson,  the  latter  also  a  na- 
tive of  North  Carolina.  When  our  subject  was 
young  the  family  emigrated  first  to  Ohio,  whence 
they  came  to  this  State  in  1828.  The  father  en- 
gaged in  farming  east  of  Yountsville.  In  1830 
his  wife  died,  and  in  the  ensuing  year  he  was  mar- 
vied  to  a  Miss  Ray.  He  was  the  father  of  five 
daughters  and  three  sons.  Mary,  the  eldest,  was 
born  in  1813,  in  Ohio,  and  married  Mr.  Ray,  a 
farmer,  who  lives  southeast  of  Crawfordsville; 
Zorada  was  born  in  1817,  married  Isaac  Perkins,  a 
farmer  in  this  State,  and  died  one  year  after  mar- 
riage; Elizabeth  was  born  in  1819,  married  Mr. 
Graves,  and  died  in  1839  or  1840;  Gordon  was 
born  in  1821,  and  died  in  Iowa  in  1845. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  is  a 
worthy  example  of  the  self-made  men  of  this  sec- 
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tion,  who,  while  hewing  their  way  to  success,  have 
contributed  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  county.  He 
was  a  manlj7,  active,  industrious  lad  of  fourteen 
years  when  he  started  out  for  himself.  When  he 
attained  his  majority  he  had  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  worth  $1.25  an  acre,  and 
after  his  marriage  he  had  control  of  eighty  acres 
more  of  timberland  belonging  to  his  wife,  and 
they  began  life  together  with  good  prospects.  He 
subsequently  sold  that  land  and  purchased  the 
place  upon  which  he  now  resides,  which  then  com- 
prised a  quarter  of  a  section.  He  had  to  go  in 
debt  for  it  to  the  sum  of  $1,200,  and  as  his  wheat 
and  other  crops  were  destroyed  that  year,  he  had 
a  hard  struggle  to  maintain  a  solid  footing  for 
a  while.  But  in  time  his  efforts  were  well  rewarded, 
and  he  improved  a  fine  farm  that  comprises  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land. 
To  each  of  his  sons  when  they  were  married  he 
gave  $1,000.  He  devotes  his  farm  to  both  grain- 
raising  and  stock-raising,  and  has  good  grades  of 
cattle,  horses,  etc. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Isabel  Chapman 
in  1838,  near  Rockville,  the  ceremony  that  united 
them  for  better  or  worse  being  performed  by  the 
"  Squire  "  of  that  town.  For  more  than  half  a 
century  they  have  lived  happily  together  an  exem- 
plary wedded  life,  and  have  exerted  a  good  influ- 
ence in  the  community  in  which  the}-  have  lived 
so  long.  They  are  blessed  with  eight  children. 
Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  Parke  County,  was 
married  to  Wesley  Hendricks,  March  3,  1859; 
William,  who  was  born  in  this  .State  February  17, 
1841,  married  Nancy  Jane  Huff,  and  was  a  brave 
volunteer  in  the  late  war,  a  member  of  the  Seventy- 
second  Indiana  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Harrison, 
and  served  two  years  and  eleven  months;  Amanda, 
who  was  born  August  28, 1843,  died  July  26.  1874; 
James,  who  was  born  August  10,  1845,  graduated 
from  the  Indianapolis  schools,  studied  medicine, 
and  is  the  leading  physician  at  Covington;  he 
married  Amanda  Thomas  in  1870;  Milton,  who 
was  born  September  6,  1847,  married  Sarah  Mc- 
Conibs  July  4,  1847;  Mary  was  born  October  14, 
1849;  Alice,  born  in  1851,  married  George  Munns, 
of  Ripley  Township;  Martha  was  born  July  17, 
1854;    John    was    born  October   1,  1856,  and   was 


married  to  Miss  D.  E.  Quick,  who  died  January  19, 
1891.  Mr.  Henderson's  children  are  all  well  edu- 
cated, and  seven  of  the  eight  have  taught  school. 
They  are  all  church  members,  and  his  son  John 
is  Secretar3'  of  the  "  Hess  Meeting." 

In  his  long  life,  extending  over  a  period  of  sev- 
enty-seven years,  our  subject  has  always  carried 
himself  uprightly;  his  dealings  with  his  neighbors 
have  been  characterized  by  candor  and  strict  ad- 
herence to  principles  of  honor,  justice  and  honesty, 
and  in  word  and  deed  has  he  shown  his  good-will 
toward  his  fellow-citizens.  He  gives  liberally  and 
cheerfully  of  his  means  to  the  support  of  religious 
objects,  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  been  Steward  of  the 
church  for  twenty  years.  He  is  a  sound  Democrat, 
and  is  active^'  interested  in  politics. 


«£*■ 


INOR  T.  DAVIS.  A  striking  illustration 
of  the  power  of  patient  purpose  is  fur- 
nished by  the  life  of  this  gentleman,  who 
was  born  in  Butler  Count}7,  Ohio,  near 
Rossville,  June  13,  1827,  to  John  and  Heathy 
(Davis)  Davis.  The  grandfathers  of  our  subject 
were  brothers,  who  came  from  Wales  and  England 
and  settled  in  New  Jersey  and  Virginia  respec- 
tively, both  bravely  participating  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  January  8,  1787,  later  moving 
with  his  parents  to  Virginia,  where  he  married  a 
lady  who  was  two  years  Ins  junior.  After  marriage 
he  went  to  Kentucky,  and  thence  to  Butler  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in  slioemaking. 
In  the  fall  of  1828  he  came  to  Parke  County,  and 
chose  Reserve  Township  as  his  abode,  here  re- 
maining and  improving  forty  acres  of  fertile  land. 
Some  years  later  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Rac- 
coon Township,  where  he  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land.  In  the  fall  of  1815  he 
moved  to  Hancock  County,  111.,  where  he  pur- 
chased improved  land.  Later,  in  1858,  he  moved 
to  Joliet,  in  the  same  State,  where  he  died  during 
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the  progress  of  the  Civil  War.  He  fought  bravely 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Ft. 
Meigs.  He  used  his  influence  for  the  Whig  party 
up  to  Jackson's  time,  when  he  became  a  Democrat. 
In  his  religious  views  he  was  a  Baptist,  being 
ready  at  all  times  to  push  forward  any  thing  for 
the  good  of  the  cause.  He  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  Constable  to  the  full  satisfaction 
of  his  constituents.  John  Davis  was  twice  mar- 
ried, thirteen  children  being  born  to  him  and  his 
first  wife,  two  of  whom  were  born  after  leaving 
Ohio.  These  children  were:  William,  Harrison, 
Isaac,  Jonathan,  M.  T.,  Polly,  Emily,  Eliza,  Heathy. 
Silas,  Aaron,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  His  first 
wife  died  August  18,  1846,  in  the  Baptist  faith. 
Mr.  Davis  then  chose  as  his  second  companion 
Mrs.  Mayse,  who  also  passed  away  in  Hancock 
Count}7,  111.  Having  received  a  thorough  English 
education,  besides  gaining  a  fair  knowledge  of 
farm  work,  we  find  our  subject  on  reaching  ma- 
ture years  engaged  in  teaching  in  Illinois  and 
Indiana,  teaching  in  this  State  in  Reserve  Town- 
ship seven  terms.  Previous  to  teaching,  at  differ- 
ent times  he  was  employed  at  brick-making  and 
stone-quarrying,  which  last  he  did  two  years. 
Then,  thinking  that  the  pursuit  of  his  father  might 
prove  more  beneficial  to  him,  our  subject  rented  a 
farm  for  a  short  time,  and  in  about  1865  or  1866 
purchased  forty  acres  in  Parke  County,  this  State, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  October  of  1875. 
At  this  period  he  moved  to  his  present  location, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  grain  trade.  By  his 
thrift  and  industry  and  economical  habits,  this 
gentleman  has  added  to  his  original  purchase  an- 
other valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twentj-- 
four  acres,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  attractive,  fertile  acres  in  his  possession.  Be- 
sides these  he  owns  handsome  real  estate  in  the 
village  of  Montezuma.  His  rich  land  in  return 
for  his  care  and  cultivation  yields  to  him  a  gold- 
en tribute.  The  improvements,  both  useful  and 
ornamental,  are  man}',  and  the  work  of  his  own 
hands.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has 
always  been  loyal  to  his  party. 

For  a  wife  our  subject  chose  Amanda  J.,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Rebecca  (Harper)  McFarin, 
of  Montgomery  County,  Ky.,  a  daughter  of  a  re- 


spected farmer  of  Parke  County,  Ind.  Mrs.  Davis 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ky.,  and  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as 
has  also  her  husband,  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
They  are  both  honored  and  respected  people  of 
the  community  in  which  they  reside. 


§#Kll^tl»#iH-= 


/p^EORGE  W.  ROSS,  a  resident  of  Washington 
l|[  <-—- ,  Township,  Parke  County,  has  been  since 
^^4)  his  early  manhood  prominently  connected 
with  the  history  of  this  region,  and  at  one  time 
was  the  owner  of  about  fifteen  hundred  acres  of 
land.  For  many  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  traded  in  live-stock  to 
some  extent.  He  was  born  in  Stafford  County, 
Va.,  June  28,  1812,  and  was  reared  in  Mason 
County,  Ky.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Ensor)  Ross,  the  former  of  whom  was  also  a 
native  of  Stafford  County,  Va.,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  married.  About  six  years  after 
that  event,  he  emigrated  to  Mason  Count3-,Ky.,  ar- 
riving there  in  1818,  where  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  farm  and  reared  his  family  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  Thomas,  Ste- 
phen and  Elizabeth  are  all  residents  of  this  county, 
living  on  the  old  homestead.  David  lives  in  Illi- 
nois, and  Tolliver  and  Emily  are  deceased.  The 
father  came  to  Parke  County  in  1835,  entering 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  near  the 
present  home  of  our  subject.  There  he  lived,  de- 
voting himself  to  the  improvement  of  the  place, 
until  his  death.  He  was  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  at  the  time  of  his  demise, 
and  was  a  Democrat  in  political  faith. 

When  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  George  W. 
Ross  left  home  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
about  three  years  at  cabinet-making.  He  then 
engaged  extensively  in  carpentering,  canying  on 
a  shop  in  Kentucky  for  several  years.  After 
removing  to  Indiana,  he  followed  various  pursuits, 
in  which  he  met  with  more  or  less  success,  but  de- 
voted himself  mainly  to  farming  and,  as  previously 
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stated,  was  the  owner  atone  time  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred acres.  His  business  career  has  been  such  that 
he  truly  deserved  success,  as  his  dealings  with  his 
fellow-men  were  always  witnesses  to  his  honor  and 
integrity.  Through  his  qualities  of  untiring  en- 
ergy, strict  attention  to  business,  and  perseverance 
in  whatever'line  of  work  lie  undertook,  he  acquired 
a  competence  amply  sufficient  for  his  declining 
years,  and  at  the  same  time  won  the  high  regard 
and  respect  of  all. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  in  the  year  1837,  when 
Mr.  Ross  was  but  little  past  his  majority,  he  wed- 
ded Martha  Lewis,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Lewis.  To  them  were  born  nine  children:  Adelia, 
wife  of  Henry  Clark,  of  Kansas;  Henry;  Walter; 
Mary,  Mrs.  James  Stowey;  Geoige  W.,  Jr.,  Lincoln, 
Winfield,  and  Martha  A.,  deceased.  These  chil- 
dren have  all  been  given  good  school  privileges, 
thus  fitting  them  for  the  battle  of  life.  Mr.  Ross 
cast  his  first  ballot  for  Andrew  Jackson,  and  has 
since  that  time  been  a  firm  Republican.  No  man 
in  this  community  is  more  respected  or  more 
worthy  of  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  than 
is  our  subject,  whose  life  has  been  above  reproach 
and  one  well  worthy  of  emulation. 


l^-HM 


/^ss.  HRINEYANCE  SCHENCK,  a  representa- 
(l[  r  tive  farmer  of  Montgomery  County,  is  con- 
^^y  ducting  an  extensive  farming  business  af- 
ter the  most  approved  modern  methods,  and  his 
large  farm  on  section  25,  Wayne  Township,  is 
among  the  best-equipped  and  most  valuable  estates 
in  this  locality.  Mr.  Schenck  is  a  native  of  War- 
ren County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  the  year  1828. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  enlisting  as  a  substitute 
for  his  father,  Capt.  William  Schenck,  who  was  an 
officer  iu  the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  five  children  be- 
side himself:  Eliza  A.,  the  eldest,  who  was  born  in 

1822,  and  married  Edward  Shaw,  who  was  a  far- 


mer, and  is  now  dead;  Sarah,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  married  James  Sisson,  who  is  also  dead; 
Harriet,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  married  Francis 
C.  Long;  Frances,  who  married  J.  J.  Syse,  a  farmer; 
and  Margaret  Ellen,  who  married  John  R.  Talmage. 

The  Schencks  have  been  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Montgomery  County  since 
the  early  years  of  its  settlement,  and  a  part  of  the 
land  now  owned  by  our  subject  was  entered  from 
the  Government  by  his  father  during  the  Presi- 
dency of  Andrew  Jackson.  The  remainder  of  his 
farm  he  bought  himself,  and  he  has  three  hundred 
and  seven  acres  of  land  of  exceptional  fertility, 
which  has  been  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, and  is  provided  with  a  fine  set  of  build- 
ings. There  is  a  neat  and  tastefully  built  resi- 
dence of  eight  rooms,  supplied  with  all  the  modern 
improvements  and  conveniences  that  add  so  much 
to  the  comfort  of  living.  One  of  the  largest  barns 
in  the  county  is  on  this  farm,  and  it  is  substan- 
tially built  and  well  arranged  for  the  various  pur- 
poses for  which  it  is  intended.  Mr.  Schenck  has 
his  land  well  drained,  having  laid  about  five  hun- 
dred rods  of  tile  at  a  great  expense,  and  thus  in- 
creased its  fertility.  He  devotes  it  to  raising  stock 
of  various  kinds,  selecting  the  best  breeds,  and  he 
also  raises  grain. 

In  the  year  1853  the  marriage  of  our  subject 
with  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Patse3r 
Hance,  was  solemnized.  They  have  made  their 
home  the  centre  of  an  abiding  hospitality,  as  they 
understand  full  well  the  art  of  entertaining  pleas- 
antly, and  their  social  qualities  have  drawn  to  them 
many  warm  friends.  The  following  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  Sarah,  who  was  born  in  1853, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Ben  F.  Ball,  of  this  town- 
ship; Joseph,  who  was  born  in  1856,  married 
Nannie  E.  Westfall,  and  is  engaged  in  farming; 
Edgar,  a  farmer  in  this  township,  who  was  born  in 
1861,  and  married  a  daughter  of  James  McKinley; 
and  Oliver,  who  was  born  in  1868,  and  lives  with 
his  parents. 

Mr.  Schenck  is  a  practical  man,  of  large  experi- 
ence and  sound  wisdom  in  fanning  matters,  whose 
counsel  is  worth  following, and  his  neighbors  have 
often  profited  by  his  advice.  They  hold  him  in 
high  regard,  knowing  him   to    be  straightforward 
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and  honorable,  true  in  friendship,  and  a  public- 
spirited,  law-abiding  citizen.  He  is  not  connected 
with  any  church,  but  his  money  is  freely  given  for 
the  furtherance  of  religious  and  other  objects  that 
will  in  any  way  benefit  the  community.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  a  strong  Democrat,  who  has  the  inter- 
ests of  his  party  very  much  at  heart.  Ele  was 
elected  to  fill  the  office  of  County  Commissioner 
in  1880,  and  performed  its  duties  very  acceptably 
during  the  three  years  that  he  was  an  incumbent 
thereof.  He  has  also  served  as  Assessor  of  the 
township,  and  has  served  his  township  as  Super- 
visor for  two  terms. 


||*N^ 


f4^  ENRY  D.  SERVIES.  Although  it  is  often 
said  that  dwellers  in  a  large  city  do  not 
know  their  nearest  neighbor,  it  is  equallj' 
true  that  an  observing  visitor  will  not  be 
long  in  a  community,  however  large  it  may  be, 
without  becoming  familiar  with  the  names  of  some 
who  have  gained  prominence  for  various  reasons. 
The  gentleman  whose  life  will  be  briefly  sketched 
below  is  one  who  has  the  honor  of  being  classed 
among  the  leading  and  successful  business  men  of 
New  Market,  a  man  interested  in  the  best  enter- 
prises of  the  place,  and  one  who  is  always  ready  to 
promote  any  undertaking  that  will  benefithis  fel- 
low-citizens. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  W.  T.  and  Nanc3r  C. 
(Jones)  Servies,  both  natives  of  Kentucky,  who 
came  to  this  county  with  their  parents  in  an  early 
day,  and  were  married  in  this  county,  where  they 
have  passed  their  lives.  Our  subject's  father  was 
one  of  a  family  of  five  children  born  to  Anderson 
and  Eliza  (Pilsher)  Servies,  who  came  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Montgomery  County,  and  engaged  in 
agriculture. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  mature  years 
in  this  county.  His  first  engagement  in  mercan- 
tile business  was  in  Ladoga,  and  after  two  years 
spent  in  this  line  he  came  to  New  Market,  and  here 
opened  a  general  merchandise  store,  in  which  en- 


terprise he  was  interested  until  the  year  1871). 
His  next  venture  was  the  purchase  of  a  farm, 
which  he  managed  successfully  for  ten  years,  after 
which  time  he  accepted  the  position  of  Secretary 
of  the  American  Spoke  &  Wheel  Company,  in 
which  capacity  he  remained  for  two  years,  having 
full  charge  of  their  books  and  employes. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  H.  D.  Servies  and  Miss 
Bell  Howard  occurred  in  the  year  1875,  and  the 
result  of  this  union  has  been  six  children:  Lettie 
M.,  Charles  M.,  Walter  L.,  Ernest  O.,  Cora  A.  and 
Ruth  C.  In  the  year  1891  Mr.  Servies  became  in- 
terested in  the  drug  business,  and  he  made  a  sig- 
nal success  of  his  embarkation  in  this  line.  He  is 
a  man  possessed  of  splendid  business  ability,  capa- 
ble and  energetic,  and  his  integrit}'  is  acknowl- 
edged by  all  who  have  had  an3T  dealings  with  him. 
His  prosperity  is  due  to  his  own  industry  and 
foresightedness.  He  has  not  only  been  successful 
in  a  business  way,  but  fortune  smiled  on  him  when 
he  obtained  for  a  wife  her  who  has  so  faithfully 
stood  by  his  side  during  the  jears  of  their  mar- 
ried life.  Many  men  owe  a  great  deal  of  their  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  to  the  life  partner  their 
choice  may  fall  on,  and  our  subject  has  been  sig- 
nally blessed  in  the  choice  he  made.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Mrs.  Servies  enjo3'S  the 
love  and  admiration  of  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
not  only  for  her  many  womanly  qualities,  but  for 
the  sweetness  of  her  disposition,  and  the  kindness 
of  heart  which  she  displays  toward  all  who  come 
in  contact  with  her.  Mr.  Servies  is  a  strong  ad- 
herent of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  part}', 
and  is  sincere  in  his  convictions. 


-^=m>-%r<B^=-+ 


LLEN  BYERS,  a  prominent  and  well- 
known  public  official  of  Montgomery 
(i  County,  is  a  practical  and  prosperous 
farmer,  with  a  well-ordered  and  finely  im- 
proved farm  on  section  6,  Ripley  Township.  A 
native  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  born  September 
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18,  1847,  he  conies  of  the  old  pioneer  stock  of  that 
State.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  John  Byers, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  resided  there  thirty 
years.  He  then  left  the  country  to  establish  him- 
self in  the  tannery  business  at  Valparaiso,  South 
America,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent, 
his  death  occurring  in  1857.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  James  and  Sophronia  (Barnes)  B3'ers, 
the  former  a  native  of  Hamilton  County.  Both 
died  of  the  cholera  in  1849,  while  yet  in  the  prime 
of  life. 

Thus  sadly  bereft  of  father  and  mother  when 
most  he  needed  their  fostering  care,  our  subject 
went  to  live  with  his  grandfather,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  his  fifteenth  year.  At  that  early 
period  of  his  life  he  began  to  fight  its  battles 
single-handed,  animated  by  a  sturdy,  self-reliant 
spirit  and  a  desire  to  make  the  best  of  himself. 
His  struggles  in  gaining  his  present  position  need 
not  be  described  on  these  pages.  Suffice  it  to  say 
he  rose  superior  to  circumstances,  and  while  yet  in 
the  full  vigor  and  prime  of  life  had  secured  an 
ample  competency.  He  has  devoted  himself  assidu- 
ously to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  now  the  for- 
tunate proprietor  of  a  farm  that  compares  favorably 
witli  the  others  in  the  township  in  excellence  of 
cultivation,  in  fertilit}'  of  soil,  and  in  regard  to 
substantial  modern  improvements.  It  comprises 
one  hundred  and  six  acres  of  fine  farming  land, 
and  its  well-tilled  fields  and  rich  pastures  yield  a 
good  yearly  income. 

Mr.  Byers'  amiable  wife,  formerly  Mary  Little, 
has  contributed  no  little  to  his  success,  comfort  and 
happiness.  Three  children  complete  their  pleasant 
home  circle:  Estella,  who  was  born  August  20, 
1872,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Ripley  High  School; 
James,  who  was  born  in  1877;  and  Harry  O,  born 
in  1888.     Coral  L.  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Byers  is  active  in  politics,  and  is  influential 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party,  to  which  he 
gives  unswerving  allegiance.  He  is  the  present 
County  Commissioner  of  Montgomery  County, 
and  has  about  one  hundred  miles  of  turnpike 
roads  under  his  supervision,  their  excellent  condi- 
tion betokening  the  constant  care  and  attention 
that  he  gives  them.  He  has  the  full  confidence 
and  respect  of   his  fellow-citizens,  and   all   agree, 


without  respect  to  party,  that  he  is  the  right  man 
for  the  place.  He  has  held  other  official  positions, 
and  has  been  Assessor  for  nine. years.  Our  subject 
has  social  relations  with  Alamo  Lodge  No.  144,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Alamo,  and  with  Commandery  No. 
25,  K.  T.,  of  Crawfordsville;  also  with  Lodge  No. 
316,  K.  P.  He  is  open-hearted  and  generous, 
and  his  contributions  to  religious  and  charitable 
objects  are  in  proportion  to  his  means. 

Since  the  above  was  written  our  subject  has  been 
re-elected  for  a  term  of  three  years  for  Count}' 
Commissioner. 


ON.  BEN  T.  RISTINE  is  a  pioneer  citizen 
and  the  oldest  member  of  the   Crawfords- 
ville Bar,  both  in  age  and  practice,  and  the 
senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Ristine  & 
Ristine,  composed  of  himself  and  son. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Gallatin 
County,  Ky.,  on  the  Ohio  River,  January  19,  1807. 
He  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Nancy  (Grey)  Ristine, 
the  latter  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  The 
former  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  of  Dutch  an- 
cestry, his  forefathers  belonging  to  the  Dutch  com- 
panies that  came  to  New  York  at  an  early  day, 
probably  about  1690. 

When  our  subject  was  one  year  old  his  pareuts 
went  to  Madison,  Ind.,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  but 
later  started  one  of  the  early  hotels  of  Madison. 
The  father,  Henry,  served  one  year  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  after  this  he  continued  as  "  mine  host  " 
until  he  moved  to  the  present  site  of  Crawfords- 
ville, in  1823.  Maj.  Whitlock  and  Judge  Dunn 
had  laid  out  the  town  in  February,  and  in  June 
lots  were  sold,  although  the  country  was  a  wilder- 
ness of  woods.  Mr.  Ristine  bought  and  erected  a 
log  cabin,  and  in  the.  following  October  the  family 
came  and  opened  a  hotel  just  opposite  the  present 
Nutt  House.  Ben  had  accompanied  his  father  in 
May,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  July  returned  to 
Madison,  and  in  the  following  October  came  to 
Crawfordsville.     The  father  continued  hotel-keep- 
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ing  until  within  four  years  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1846.  In  1829  he  sold  his  first  hotel, 
and  entered  land  on  Shawnee  Prairie,  where  now 
the  town  of  Columbia  stands.  After  a  few  years 
Mr.  Ristine  returned  to  the  city,  and  purchased 
another  hotel.  He  served  in  the  State  Legislature 
in  1829  as  a  Whig,  and  again  in  1837.  He  was 
identified  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  and  estab- 
lished a  name  in  the  county  which  his  descendants 
have  upheld. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  the  fa- 
ther five  years,  and  their  family  consisted  of  two 
sons  and  four  daughters:  Henry  is  at  present 
a  physician  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Eliza,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Holmes,  is  now  a  widow 
and  resides  here;  Jemima  married  Dr.  Green- 
wood, of  Attica,  and  after  his  death  married 
the  Rev.  Amasa  Johnson,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  La  Porte,  this  State;  Jane  married  Hiram  Al- 
len, a  lawyer  of  Delphi,  and  both  are  deceased; 
Mary  married  John  Sloan,  a  phj'sician,  and  is  now 
a  widow,  residing  in  Crawfordsville.  The  only 
survivors  of  the  family  are  Mary  and  our  subject, 
Ben. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  Madison  High  School,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  began  to  teach  school  in  the  log 
schoolhouse,  eight  miles  east  of  Crawfordsville, 
and  in  the  mean  time  began  to  read  law  alone. 
After  reading  law  for  one  year,  he  abandoned  it 
for  a  time  and  entered  the  store  of  William  Bine- 
ford.  That  was  in  1830.  At  the  end  of  three  years 
he  engaged  in  merchandising  on  his  own  account, 
which  he  continued  until  1838,  then  resumed  read- 
ing law,  and  in  1840  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  At 
this  time  Thomas  D.  Beard  and  Jacob  Angle  were 
practicing  here. 

August  17,  1837,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
married  in  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  to  Miss 
Florinda  Humphrey,  whose  brother,  Hosea  D.,  was 
an  attorney-at-law  at  Crawfordsville, and  later  be- 
came a  piofessor  in  Wabash  College.  By  this 
union  the  following  children  were  born  unto  them: 
HarleyG.;  Albert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  after  serving  four  years  in  the  war,  during  which 
time  his  health  failed,  and  he  died  two  years  later; 
Hosea  H.;  Warren  H.;  Charles  W.;  and  Flora,  who 


is  the  wife  of  William  Frazer.  Having  met  with 
poor  success  in  mercantile  life,  in  1838  Mr.  Ristine 
resumed  the  profession  of  law,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  1840,  as  before  stated,  before  Judge 
Naylor.  He  entered  into  partnership  with  the 
brilliant  Hosea  Humphrey,  his  brother-in-law, 
which  connection  continued  until  the  latter's 
death  in  the  fall  of  1845.  A  year  later  he  became 
a  partner  with  Alexander  Thomson,  and  that 
partnership  existed  for  the  lengthy  period  of 
thirty-five  years.  This  venerable  attorney  has 
probably  done  more  probate  business  than  any  in 
the  county,  as  through  his  life  he  has  given  but 
little  attention  to  criminal  practice,  giving  his 
time  to  the  Probate  Court,  and  as  a  chancery  law- 
yer he  has  for  many  years  been  recognized  among 
the  able  lawyers  of  the  State. 

Since  about  1880  Mr.  Ristine  has  been  in  part- 
nership with  his  son.  He  has  been  a  prominent 
man  in  the  affairs  of  the  county,  and  is  well  known 
throughout  the  State.  In  1850  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  Constitutional  Convention,  and  in 
1869  a  candidate  for  County  Clerk.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig, and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Republican  part}'  in 
the  State.  He  was  a  Fremont  man  and  a  strong 
personal  friend  of  Henry  S.  Lane  and  Oliver  P. 
Morton.  Although  now  eighty-six  years  old,  he 
is  yet  hale  and  hearty,  a  very  agreeable  gentle- 
man, who  has  a  fund  of  interesting  reminiscences 
relative  to  the  early  history  and  growth  of  Craw- 
fordsville. 


y^ILLIAM  A.  MUIR.  Among  those  who 
are  gaining  a  livelihood  by  tilling  the 
soil  in  Raccoon  Township,  Parke  County, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
Mr.  Muir  was  born  at  Greeneastle,  Ind.,  July  10, 
1843,  and  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  five 
children  born  to  John  and  Elizabeth  (Gilkis)  Muir. 
His  parents  were  genuine  Scotch   people,  having 
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both  been  born  in  that  country.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  who  died  in  his  native  land,  was  a 
weaver  by  trade.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born 
eight  children.  John,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  the  fifth  eldest  in  the  family.  Robert  and 
Thomas  were  twins.  Robert  went  to  Missouri  with 
his  family,  reared  a  large  family,  and  died  in  about 
1883;  Thomas  was  by  occupation  a  weaver,  and 
died  many  years  ago  near  Indianapolis.  James,  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Indianapolis,  died  in  that 
city;  Margaret  married  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Blain,  who  died  in  Indianapolis,  and  she  is  still 
living,  enjoying  the  ample  fortune  left  her  by  her 
husband.  John  was  by  trade  a  weaver,  like  his 
father,  and  married  in  Scotland  Elizabeth  Gilkis.  Of 
the  five  children  all  but  W.  A.  were  born  in  the  Old 
Country.  The  father,  after  coming  to  this  country, 
followed  his  trade  for  a  time,  but  having  accumu- 
lated a  large  fortune,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Jackson  Township,  this  county,  and  in  1858  re- 
tired to  it.  Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  living  quietly  and  happily,  and  doing  but 
little  work  himself,  leaving  the  farm  work  to  his 
sons.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  with  a  life- 
long membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
was  three  times  married,  five  children  being  the 
result  of  his  first  union.  Thomas,  a  son,  in  early 
life  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  but  went  into  the 
army  with  the  Forty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  dur- 
ing which  service  he  was  injured  in  a  railroad 
wreck.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  went  to  Kan- 
sas Cit3'.  Agnes  married  Mr:  Woodville  Brown- 
ing, of  Greencastle,  and  both  died  in  that  place, 
leaving  three  children,  two  girls  and  one  boy, 
all  of  whom  are  living  at  Greencastle.  Mar- 
garet married  Eli  Coble,  and  lives  in  Hendricks 
County,  Ind.  James  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  a 
wholesale  meicantile  house  of  Indianapolis;  and 
our  subject  is  the  .youngest.  The  mother  of  this 
large  family  died  when  William  A.  was  a  small 
child,  and  his  father  married  a  second  time.  By 
this  union  three  children  were  born,  two  of  whom 
are  living:  Henry,  a  resident  of  Indianapolis, 
where  he  has  been  in  business,  and  is  reputed  to  be 
quite  wealthy;  and  John,  who  is  a  business  man  in 
the  last-named  city.  The  second  Mrs.  Muir  passed 
away  in  1855,  and  the  father  married  again  and 


became  the  father  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living:  Sarah,  wife  of  Charles  Brimlet;  George, 
a  resident  of  Brazil,  this  State;  Robert,  who  lives  in 
Carbon,  this  State;  Leonard,  who  resides  on  the 
homestead  in  Jackson  Township;  and  Ella,  who 
married  Otis  Ames,  and  lives  at  Carbon.  The 
mother  of  thes>e  children  survives,  and  lives  on 
the  estate  in  Jackson  Township;  the  father  died 
in  June,  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty  3'ears,  leaving 
a  large  estate.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  but 
would  never  accept  any  oifice. 

Mr.  Muir  of  this  sketch  had  in  early  life  the 
advantages  of  a  good  education,  and  remained  on 
his  father's  farm  up  to  the  time  he  entered  the 
army,  which  was  on  October  4,  1864.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Forty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  as  a 
private,  and  was  put  on  guard  duty  at  Indianapo- 
lis. While  transporting  a  train  load  of  pris- 
oners south  to  be  exchanged,  the  train  collided 
with  another  near  Piedmont,  Ohio.  Mr.  Muir  was 
in  charge  of  the  commissary  car,  which  was  next 
the  engine  and  was  smashed  to  kindling  wood, 
and  he  and  his  brother  with  several  others  were 
badly  injured,  himself  receiving  injuries  on  his 
head  from  which  he  has  not,  and  never  will,  re- 
cover. Notwithstanding  this  accident  and  the 
injuries  received  therefrom,  our  subject  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  discharged 
June  14,  1865.  Just  about  one  year  later  he  was 
married  to  Nancy  Winchester,  who  passed  away 
the  following  September,  and  April  2,  1867,  he 
again  chose  a  companion  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Melinda  Mai  tin,  daughter  of  Seha  Martin,  who  was 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  among  the  early 
settlers  of  this  county.  By  this  second  marriage 
he  became  the  father  of  four  children.  Charles, 
the  eldest,  received  his  education  at  Cincinnati, 
and  is  engaged  in  a  wholesale  house  in  that  city; 
Inas  is  deceased;  Elmer  is  al  home,  being  educated 
in  the  local  schools;  Oscar  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  locality,  and  completed  his 
education  at  Cincinnati.  These  last-named  boys, 
Oscar  and  Elmer,  look  after  their  father's  large 
farm,  as  he  is  suffering  from  his  injuries  in  the  late 
war,  and  has  not  been  able  to  do  anything  for  sev- 
eral years. 

In  1874  Mr.  Muii  came  to  the  place  where  he  now 
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lives,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  on  the  Big 
Raccoon,  which  lias  yielded  him  a  large  annual  in- 
come, whereby  he  has  accumulated  a  goodly  for- 
tune. He  is  comfortably  situated  in  a  happy 
home,  where  he  is  surrounded  by  a  happy  family. 
Socially.  Mr.  Muir  is  a  member  of  Kalley  Post,  G. 
A.  R.,  at  Bridgeton.  In  politics,  like  his  father,  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  those  pleasant,  retiring,  polished  gentlemen 
whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet. 


MLGHMAN  HOWARD  ANDERSON  is  the 
(l((5§\\  owner  °f  two  farms  which  adjoin,  and 
which  comprise  three  hundred  acres,  two 
hundred  of  which  are  in  Washington  Township, 
and  one  hundred  in  Adams  Township,  Parke 
County.  Our  subject,  however,  resides  at  Rock- 
ville,  the  county  seat,  having  a  fine  place  of  fif- 
teen acres,  which  is  within  the  limits  of  the  village, 
and  here  Mr.  Anderson  makes  a  specialty  of  rais- 
ing fruit  and  fish. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
owned  by  his  father,  Henry  H.  Anderson,  who  was 
the  oldest  settler  of  the  county  when  he  died,  as 
he  arrived  here  in  1819.  He  settled  with  his  par- 
ents on  a  farm  three  miles  south  of  Rockville,  on 
the  Little  Raccoon  River,  and  cleared  a  farm  in  the 
wilderness.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Logan  County,  Ky.,  November  28,  1813,  and  is 
the  son  of  Henry  Anderson,  who  emigrated  to  the 
Blue  Grass  region  from  Tennessee  at  a  very  early 
day.  Our  subject's  grandfather  was  the  first  Sher- 
iff of  Parke  County,  and  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Rockville.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Balch.  He  entered  land  of 
the  Government  after  his  arrival  in  this  locality, 
and  on  this  he  resided  until  his  death,  about  the 
year  1846. 

Our  subject's  father  grew  to  manhood  in  this 
county,  and  lived  under  the  parental  roof  until 
his  marriage  to  Melinda,  daughter  of  William  Al- 


len, who  was  a  native  Kentuckian,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death.  After  Mr.  Anderson's  mar- 
riage he  located  on  the  Little  Raccoon  River,  where 
he  lived  a  few  years  and  then  removed  to  a  place 
near  Rockville.  This  was  his  home  until  he  was 
called  from  this  life,  June  25,  1889.  He  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy and  four  are  left  surviving.  Marcellus  H. 
lives  on  the  old  homestead,  as  does  his  brother 
Henry  II.  The  daughters  who  died  were  Mary 
and  Margaret.  Our  subject's  mother  departed  this 
life  Julj'  2,  1888.  The  father  owned  about  three 
hundred  acres  of  laud,  a  veiy  fine  farm  and  well 
improved,  the  most  of  which  was  cleared  by  him- 
self. He  was  a  Democrat,  and  religiously  was  a 
Presbyterian.  A  man  of  temperate  and  moral 
habits,  he  was  possessed  of  great  strength  and  in- 
tegrity of  character,  and  so  well  did  he  bring  up 
his  children,  that  none  of  them  have  ever  even 
used  tobacco. 

T.  H.  Anderson  was  born  March  7,  1840,  on  his 
father's  homestead,  and  his  education  was  acquired 
in  the  common  schools  of  Rockville.  In  1862  he 
wedded  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  David  Elder,  who 
was  a  well-known  farmer  and  cattle-dealer  of  the 
localitj-.  After  his  marriage,  our  subject  settled 
on  the  farm  belonging  to  his  wife's  father,  as  she 
was  the  only  child  and  her  parents  desired  her  to 
live  with  them.  The}'  were  quite  successful  as 
long  as  they  continued  together,  but  Mr.  Ander- 
son preferred  to  leave  at  the  end  of  three  years, 
for  his  wife  was  called  from  this  life  May  25, 
1864,  leaving  one  child,  who  died  soon  after  the 
mother.  Eor  the  four  succeeding  3'ears  our  sub- 
ject continued  in  farming,  after  which  he  removed 
to  the  village,  where  he  still  turned  his  attention 
somewhat  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  so 
successful  in  his  business  undertakings,  that  he 
felt  justified  in  erecting  a  fine  residence,  which  was 
built  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  but  this  was  unfor- 
tunately destroyed  by  fire.  In  1885  he  removed 
to  the  place  where  he-  still  resides.  August  12, 
1866,  Mr.  Anderson  married  Miss  Martha  Johnson, 
who  was  born  in  Union  Township,  where  her  fa- 
ther, David,  had  a  well-cultivated  farm.  Four 
children  were  born  to  them,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.     Mamie  became    the   wife    of    Frederick 


296 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


Heath,  of  Indianapolis.  She  departed  this  life 
April  6,  1892.  The  other  child,  Everett  J.,  lives 
at  home.  The  mother  died  March  9,  1893,  at  Mor- 
ristown,  Tenn.,  where  she  had  gone  for  her  health. 
She  had  been  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  was  a  lady  of  culture  and  noble 
character. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  Anderson  is  engaged  in 
looking  after  his  farming  interests, and  in  trading, 
buying  and  selling  real  estate.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  faith. 


& 


fAMES  H.  MOORE  was  at  one  time  owner  of 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Sugar  Creek 
Township,  Parke  County,  but  unfortunately 
going  security  for  a  party,  was  compelled 
to  take  Wilkins'  Mills  and  by  this  transaction  lost 
several  thousand  dollars,  being  obliged  to  sell  his 
fa 'in.  He  was  chosen  to  till  the  ollice  of  Trustee 
of  Sugar  Creek  Township  and  was  also  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  same  by  a  unanimous  vote. 
Though  not  a  strong  partisan,  he  is  a  Democrat  in 
principle,  and,  fraternally,  is  an  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Mason,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at  An- 
napolis. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Scioto  Countyr,  Ohio, 
November  1,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Oney)  Moore.  Grandfather  Moore  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  the  United  States 
when  a  young  man,  settling  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  married  a  lady  of  German  parentage. 
His  arrival  in  the  United  States  was  about  the 
time  of  the  AVar  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  ho 
did  not,  however,  take  part.  He  was  a  Jefferson  - 
ian  Democrat, and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  About 
the  year  1800  he  started  on  a  trip  to  Ohio  to  buy 
land  and  was  never  afterward  heard  from.  In  his 
family  were  seven  children,  all  now  deceased. 
They  were  John;  William  and  .lames,  twins;  Sam- 


uel; Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Watt;  Marga- 
ret, wife  of  John  Flemming;  and  Mary. 

Our  subject's  father  remained  with  his  mother 
until  reaching  man's  estate.  His  elder  brother 
took  charge  of  the  family  and  took  them  to  Ohio, 
when  Samuel  was  only  twelve  years  old.  Each 
member  of  the  family  became  the  owner  of  large 
tracts  of  land  in  Scioto  County.  The  twin  brother, 
William,  married  and  emigrated  to  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  and  James  arrived  in  Parke  County 
about  the  year  1818.  In  early  life  Samuel  Moore 
entered  the  War  of  1812  as  a  volunteer  from  Scioto 
County,  for  which  services  he  drew  a  pension  un- 
til death,  and  received  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  forty  acres  in  Sugar  Creek  Township, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Missouri. 

After  returning  from  the  war,  Samuel  Moore 
was  at  once  married  to  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Cuyler)  Oney.  The  former  was 
born  in  New  York,  and  re'moved  to  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  about  1770.  His  father,  Benjamin, 
was  a  Tory  and  a  British  Captain,  receiving  his 
commission  from  Lord  Cornwallis.  To  our  sub- 
ject's father  and  mother  were  born  eight  children, 
he  being  the  third;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Harvey 
Durman  ;  Rebecca,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  James  Shell.idy ), 
William,  and  Sarah,  wife  of  Joel  Goff,  who  are  all 
deceased;  and  Joseph  and  David,  who  complete  the 
number.  The  father  was  a  Universalist  in  belief, 
but  his  wife  was  a  Baptist.  In  1838  he  removed  to 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  two  years  later  settled 
in  Sugar  Creek  Township.  He  afterward  went  to 
Lewis  County,  Mo.,  where  he  died  about  I860. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  which  occurred 
about  1845,  he  married  Lucinda  Hulliger.  Sev- 
eral of  their  children  died  in  infancy,  and  Frank 
was  killed  in  the  late  war.  Those  living  are  Eliza 
J.,  John  and  Sophronia. 

James  H.  Moore  learned  the  cooper's  trade  of 
his  father,  and  lent  his  assistance  to  him  in  caring 
for  the  home  farm  until  his  twenty-first  year. 
After  this  he  worked  by  the  month  and  then 
rented  a  farm  for  the  summer,  working  at  his 
trade  in  the  winter.  Though  he  frequently  re- 
ceived only  $7  per  month,  he  managed  to  save 
money  through  strict  economy,  and  on  May  7, 
1848,    married    Hannah,    daughter  of    Zimri  and 
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Mary  Huut,  and  a  native  of  Sullivan  County. 
On  account  of  marrying  out  of  the  Quaker 
Church,  in  which  she  was  brought  up,  she  was 
dropped  from  its  rolls.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  them;  one  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
others  are  as  follows:  William  N.,  John  D.,  Char- 
lie E.,  Samuel  E.,  Phineas  O.,  and  Luella,  wife 
of  Mitchell  Ratcliff.  On  March  22,  1875,  the  wife 
and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  A  few 
years  later,  Mr.  Moore  married  Mrs.  Ermina  Ing- 
ram, who  comes  from  a  very  old  family  of  the 
county,  her  mother  being  a  preacher  in  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  to  which  denomination  Mrs. 
Moore  belongs,  while  our  subject  is  a  Universalis!. 
Mrs.  Moore  had  two  children  by  her  first  marriage: 
Clara,  wife  of  Upton  Floyd,  and  Lawrence  O.  Out- 
subject  has  been  a  practicing  physician  for  the  past 
forty  years. 


fti'OEL  Y.  LYNCH,  M.  D.  The  profession  of 
medicine  has  every  where  and  at  all  times  at- 
tracted to  its  practice  men  of  eminent  abil- 
(^g//  ity.  Indiana  boasts  of  many  skilled  phy- 
sicians, among  whom  may  be  named  Doctor 
Lynch,  of  Rosedale.  This  successful  practitioner 
has  won  deservedly  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  surgeons  in  this  portion  of  the  State, 
and  is  often  called  in  council  b}r  the  most  renowned 
physicians  of  Indiana.  He  is  greatly  attached  to  the 
village  of  Rosedale,  and  although  he  has  often  re- 
ceived flattering  inducements  to  change  his  loca- 
tion, he  has  never  been  prevailed  upon  to  do  so. 

A  native  of  West  Virginia,  Mr.  Lynch  was  born 
in  Glenville,  September  24,  1851,  and  traces  his  an- 
cestry to  Ireland  and  Germany.  His  parents,  Sam- 
uel and  Sophia  (Burke)  Lynch,  were  both  natives 
of  the  Old  Dominion.  The  father,  a  man  of  much 
influence  and  a  prominent  Democrat, was  frequently 
honored  with  positions  of  trust,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  serving  as  Sheriff  of  Gilmer  County, 
W.  Va.     He  was  well-to-do,  but  owned  no  slaves, 

H  / 


and  was  engaged  extensively  as  a  salt  manufacturer. 
He  passed  away  in  April,  1854,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, our  subject  and  Mary  E.  The  latter,  now 
the  wife  of  James  Carson,  was  born  in  March,  1854, 
and  was  but  three  weeks  old  at  the  time  of  her 
father's  death. 

Mrs.  Lynch  was  a  second  time  married,  her  hus- 
band being  William  Roe,  a  native  of  Virginia  and 
by  trade  a  cabinet-maker  and  undertaker.  Of  this 
union  five  children  were  born:  Cassabianca,  Will- 
iam, Eliza,  Letitiaand  Lillie.  The  three  eldest  are 
married,  and  all  reside  in  their  native  city,  Glen- 
ville, Va.  The  education  of  our  subject  was  limited 
to  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood, and  af- 
ter the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  obliged  to  depend 
upon  his  own  resources  for  a  livelihood.  After 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  taken  into  the  home 
of  his  grandparents  and  by  them  was  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  thrift.  He  earnestly  cov- 
eted an  education  and  was  especially  anxious  to  fit 
himself  for  the  profession  of  a  physician. 

When  twenty-five  years  old  Dr.  Lynch  commen- 
ced to  read  medicine  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr. 
B.  F.  Kitchen,  of  Jackson,  Ohio,  now  a  member  of 
the  Ohio  Legislature  (1893).  After  studying  under 
that  eminent  physician  for  three  years,  he  entered 
the  Columbus  (Ohio)  Medical  College,  where  he 
remained  for  one  and  one-half  terms.  Having 
been  compelled  to  discontinue  his  studies  until  he 
could  obtain  the  funds  necessary  for  the  comple- 
tion of  his  medical  course,  he  accepted  the  position 
of  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  and 
faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office  for 
two  years.  For  one  year  thereafter  he  served  as 
Superintendent  of  Mines. 

In  January,  1884,  the  young  Doctor  came  to 
Rosedale,  Ind.,  and  at  once  opened  an  office  for 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1886-87  he  at- 
tended the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  of  Indianapo- 
lis, and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Returning  to 
Rosedale,  he  resumed  his  professional  duties  and  has 
since  made  his  home  in  this  place.  For  several 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pen- 
sion Examiners  for  the  district  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  members.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat  in 
former  years,  but  on  account  of  his  views  on  the 


300 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


tariff  question,  he  joined  the  Republican  ranks  and 
isan  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 
He  is  prominently  identified  with  several  secret 
organizations,  and  is  at  present  Master  in  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  Trustee  in  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  Examining  Surgeon  for  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  he  never  refuses  to  give  medical  attention  to 
the  poor,  he  has  been  prospered  financially  and  is 
the  owner  of  much  valuable  real  estate. 

In  1879  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Ida  E.  Baird, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Berge  O.  and  Carl  C,  who  are  now  attending  the 
Jackson  schools.  After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Ida 
Lynch,  the  Doctor,  on  November  17,  1883,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  E.  Hawkins, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Parke  County.  She 
is  one  of  three  children  comprising  the  family  of 
W.  P.  and  Jane  Hawkins,  the  others  being  Elathus 
A.,  General  Superintendent  of  the  Parke  County 
Coal  Company  and  a  resident  of  Terre  Haute;  and 
Mary  B.,  the  wife  of  P.  P.  Thorpe,  of  Ellsworth, 
Ind.  Mrs. Lynch  is  an  active  member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church  and  is  a  lady  of  culture. 
She  has  proved  a  devoted  helpmate  to  her  husband, 
who  attributes  much  of  his  professional  suecess  to 
her  cheerful  assistance  and  devotion. 


^#> 


EV.  JAMES  THOMSON,  deceased.  En- 
shrined in  the  affections  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  is  the  name  which  the  sub- 
^J  ject  of  this  sketch  bore  so  worthily.  Three 
quarters  of  a  century  ago,  there  dwelt  in  the  hill 
country  of  Cincinnati  a  minister  and  his  wife. 
They  were  both  eminent,  not  only  for  their  piety, 
but  for  all  the  virtues  embraced  in  a  Christian  life, 
and  in  that  Christian  home  eight  children  were 
born,  of  whom  seven  were  sons. 

James  Thomson,  the  founder  of  Wabash  College, 
that  institution  of  learning  which  has  a  national 
reputation,  was  born  June  1,  1801,  at  Springfield, 
Ohio,   twelve   miles   from  the  city  of  Cincinnati, 


and  his  death  occurred  at  Maukato,  Minn.,  Octo- 
ber 4,  1873.  The  Thomson  family  has  been  more 
closely  connected  with  Wabash  College  than  any 
family  in  the  State.  It  was  founded  by  a  Thomson, 
was  built  up  by  his  earnest  work,  another  Thom- 
son was  one  of  its  most  successful  instructors, 
and  other  members  of  the  famil}'  have  been  con- 
nected with  it  in  various  ways,  one  of  whom  has 
been  its  Treasurer  for  years. 

William  C.  Thomson  was  born  in  Scotland,  in 
1730,  and  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  in  1771. 
His  son  John,  born  November  11,  1772,  married 
Nancy  Steele,  August  28,  1800.  Her  birth  oc- 
curred June  4,  177(3.  These  were  the  parents  of 
the  Rev.  James  Thomson,  and  their  family  consis- 
ted of  James,  in  whose  heart  was  rooted  the  germ 
which  produced  Wabash  College;  John  S.,  whose 
memorial  we  give  later;  William  M.,  D.  D-,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Miami  University,  and  for  forty  years  a  mis- 
sionary to  Syria,  author  of  the  celebrated  book, 
"The  Land  and  the  Book,"  (a  description  of  Pales- 
tine and  Syria),  and  who  is  now  living  in  Denver, 
Colo.;  Andrew,  who  died  when  a  young  man,  in 
Crawfordsville;  Alexander  (see sketch);  Mary  Ann, 
who  became  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Peck,  of  Indianapo- 
lis, and  died  May  16,  1891;  and  Samuel  S.  (see 
sketch). 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  John  Thomson  settled 
in  Ohio,  about  1800,  and  became  an  active  minis- 
ter there,  identified  with  every  move  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  civilization  and  Christianity.  In 
1834,  he  removed  to  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  where 
he  remained  the  balance  of  his  useful  life,  passing 
away  full  of  years  and  honor.  He  had  been  for 
sixt}'  years  actively  engaged  in  ministerial  work. 
James  Thomson,  subject  of  our  sketch,  graduated 
from  Miami  University  in  Ohio,  and  entered  upon 
the  work  of  a  life  which  he  has  devoted  to  the 
ministry  and  the  cause  of  education.  Glowing 
with  zeal  and  earnestness,  he  came  to  Crawfords- 
ville. Ind.,  in  1827  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  It  was  young  and  struggling,  and  the 
earnest  young  minister  began  witli  all  his  strength 
to  develop  and  enlarge  it.  He  appreciated  the 
magnificent  country  in  the  great  Wabash  Valley  and 
conceived  the  idea  that  this  would  be  a  suitable 
place  for   the  founding  of  a  great  educational   in- 
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titutiun.  He  was  not  long  in  agitating  the  ques- 
tion, and,  finding  the  citizens  favorable  to  the 
plan,  lie  at  once  took  steps  to  perfect  the  organi- 
zation of  a  college  corporation,  taking  upon  his 
young  shoulders  the  burdens  which  he  never 
wholly  laid  down.  (See  Wabash  Semi-Centennial.) 

Our  subject  became  the  President  of  the  corpor- 
ation, and  so  acted  until  President  Baldwin  was 
secured.  Rev.  Mr.  Thomson  remained  in  Craw- 
fordsville  until  1843,  and  after  that  ministered 
to  the  church  in  Wabash,  Ind.,  from  1847  until 
1854,  when  he  again  sought  the  frontier,  and  set- 
tled at  Mankato,  Minn.  At  this  place  this  zeal- 
ous man  established  the  Mankato  University,  and 
became  its  President,  continuing  from  1854  until 
1862.  For  fort3r-five  years  he  was  an  active  min- 
ister in  the  ehurch,  and  always  felt  a  fatherly  in- 
terest in  Wabash  College,  which  through  his  ef- 
forts had  been  established,  regarding  it  as  a  father 
does  his  child. 

John  Steele  Thomson,  second  son  of  Rev.  John 
and  Nancy  Thomson,  Professor  of  Mathematics  in 
Wabash  College  from  its  opening  until  his  death, 
and  one  of  the  builders  of  the  same,  was  born  in 
Springfield,  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  December  4, 
1804.  He  was  educated  at  Miami  University,  at 
Oxford,  Ohio,  and  pursued  his  theological  studies 
privately,  being  ordained  by  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  first  charge  was  at  Newtown,  Foun- 
tain County,  Ind.,  in  1829,  and  later  at  Waveland, 
Montgomery  County,  in  1831.  January  1,  1834, 
he  removed  to  Crawfordsville,  having  been  elected 
by  the  Trustees  to  the  Chair  of  Mathematics  in 
Wabash  College,  and  this  chair  he  filled  for  nine 
years.  His  health  failing,  his  active  work  was 
obliged  to  be  laid  aside,  and  he  soon  realized  that 
consumption  had  fastened  upon  him.  His  death 
occurred  January  3,  1843,  when  only  in  his  thirty- 
ninth  year,  Knowing  his  calmness  and  composure 
and  his  consciousness  of  the  near  approach  of  death, 
as  also  his  inquiring  and  philosophical  cast  of 
mind,  he  was  requested  to  give  his  feelings  on  con- 
scious recognition  of  death  in  arliculo  mortis,  as  he 
was  able.  In  due  time  he  gave  the  signal  with  a 
motion  of  his  finger,  and  whispered,  "Like  a  sinking 
chill,  a  cold  wave  running  to  the  heart,  AH  is 
peace,  no  pain." 


The  character  of  our  subject  was  noted  for  its 
beautiful  simplicity,  and  he  always  exhibited  a 
tender  sympathy  for  all  of  the  students,  many  of 
whom  remember  him  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  af- 
fection. As  a  Professor  he  was  prompt,  accurate 
and  faithful,  and  made  his  pupils  masters  of  all  he 
taught.  In  appearance  he  was  rather  below  than 
above  the  middle  stature  and  slight  in  build.  He 
moved  like  a  man  who  had  a  fixed  purpose  and 
was  determined  to  pursue  it.  All  of  his  actions 
were  quick,  but  composed  and  steady.  Indeed, 
composure  was  the  word  to  apply  to  the  character 
of  his  public  address.  He  was  never  carried  away 
by  excitement,  but  spoke  without  affectation  and 
with  no  oratorical  display,  and  his  inmd  was  cast 
in  a  logical  mold. 

"  Shrined  in  the  hearts  of  the  age  and  youth 

He  lives  the  model  of  the  truth 
His  faithful  words  impress; 

'Tis  all  the  monument  he  needs 
To  emulate  his  noble  deeds. 

And  with  him  we'll  be  blessed." 

The  sixth  son  of  the  illustrious  family  was  Alex- 
ander Thomson,  born  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  Janu- 
ary 15,  1812.  He  took  a  course  at  Miami  Univer- 
sity, at  Oxford,  but  left  at  the  close  of  the  junior 
year,  and  came  to  Crawfordsville  in  1835.  The 
talents  of  this  young  man  took  a  practical  turn, 
and  he  soon  became  deput}'  to  the  County  Clerk, 
James  W.  Lynn.  After  clerking  for  a  time  in  a 
store,  he  began  reading  law,  and  continued  it 
while  in  the  Clerk's  office,  being  admitted  to 
practice  in  1840.  Until  1870  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  having  been  for 
nearly  thirty  years  one  of  the  pioneer  lawyers, 
with  Ben  F.  Ristine  as  a  partner. 

Politics  never  was  inviting  to  our  subject,  and 
his  mind  was  given  principally  to  an  extensive  pro- 
bate business,  in  which  he  met  with  as  much  suc- 
cess as  his  brothers  in  other  walks.  In  1864  he 
was  elected  Treasurer  of  Wabash  College,  and 
from  1870  his  entire  time  was  given  to  the  de- 
mands of  that  institution.  After  an  active  ser- 
vice of  twenty-seven  years,  he  tendered  his  resig- 
nation in  June,  1891. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Thomson  took  place  De- 
cember 31,  1840,  to  Miss  Christie   Crawford,  the 
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daughter  of  Alexander  Crawford,  and  a  sister  of 
Henry  Crawford,  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants. 
She  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  her  death  occurred  May 
7,  1878.  She  left  a  family  of  three  sons:  Everett 
B.,  Henry  R.  (deceased)  and  Edwin  P.  The 
eldest  son  became  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and 
graduated  from  Wabash  College  in  1864,  and  from 
Lane  Seminary  in  1867.  For  three  j-eais  from 
1881  he  was  a  minister  in  Crawfordsville,  and  now 
holds  the  position  of  Librarian  of  the  College. 

The  next  son,  Henry  Rossinan,  was  born  July 
15,  1847,  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '68  at  Wa- 
bash College,  and  after  several  years  studied  at  Phil- 
adelphia, New  Haven,  Ann  Arbor,  Harvard  and 
Berlin,  fitting  himself  for  his  life  work.  He  be- 
came the  enthusiastic  Professor  of  Chemistry  in 
Wabash  College,  and  seemingly  had  a  career  of 
unexampled  usefulness  before  him,  when  his  death 
occurred  September  29,  1884. 

The  third  son  of  this  family,  Rev.  Edwin  P.,  who 
is  now  located  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  was  born  Octo- 
ber 15,  1857,  graduated  at  Wabash  College  in  the 
Class  of  '78,  and  studied  theolog}'  at  Auburn  Semi- 
nary, New  York.  He  has  preached  at  Plymouth, 
Ind.,  at  Idaho  Springs,  Colo.,  and  in  Westminister 
Church  in  Denver,  coming  but  recently  to  Spring- 
field. The  father  of  this  family  is  a  man  of  re- 
fined tastes,  and  for  forty  years  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Samuel  Steele  Thomson,  youngest  son  of  John 
and  Nancy  (Steele)  Thomson,  was  born  at  Spring- 
dale,  Ohio,  April  22,  1817,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
twelve  students  who  entered  Wabash  College.  He 
graduated  from  there  in  1839,  and  three  years 
later  he  graduated  from  the  theological  seminary 
at  Lane.  He  preached  two  years  at  Delphi,  Ind., 
and  in  1846  was  elected  Professor  of  Latin  in  Wa- 
bash College.  In  this  position  he  continued  until 
his  death,  a  period  of  unbroken  service  of  thirty- 
nine  years.  In  1865  he  became  Librarian,  and  filled 
that  office  until  1874,  and  in  1879,  after  the  death 
of  Prof.  Mills,  he  again  became  Librarian.  How 
well  and  faithfully  he  taught  is  well  known  to  the 
multitudes  of  students  who  have  been  his  fortu- 
nate pupils.  In  1882  Marietta  College  conferred 
upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D,  as  a  mark 
of  her  estimate  of  his  attainments. 


Prof.  Thomson  was  twice  married,  the  first  wife 
being  Elizabeth  A.  Williams.  She  died  in  1854, 
and  his  second  marriage  was  with  Mary  B.  Allen, 
who  survives  him  and  resides  in  Crawfordsville. 
In  the  death  of  Prof.  Thomson,  Wabash  College 
lost  not  only  a  teacher  whose  place  can  not  easily 
be  filled,  but  one  whose  influence  upon  youth  was 
remarkable.  In  the  words  of  one  who  knew  and 
loved  him,  we  close  this  too  brief  memoir: 

"The  career  of  Samuel  Thomson  was  that  of  a 
good  man  of  more  than  ordinary  gifts,  devoted  to 
the  good  chiefly  of  young  men.  It  is  a  well-rounded 
and  symmetrical  life.  The  benignant  light  of 
genuine  goodness  illumines  it.  He  was  generous 
without  a  selfish  thought,  and  he  leaves  the  world 
and  those  who  bear  his  name  the  priceless  legacy 
of  a  blameless  and  unsullied  life." 


?  1  AMES  F.  WREN  is  a  resident  of  Whites- 
ville  and  a  well-known  citizen  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  who  is  identified  with  its 
Sg^  agricultural  interests,  owning  and  supervis- 
ing a  well-appointed  farm  on  section  35,  South 
Union  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Cincinnati, 
born  in  that  city  September  13,  1853,  and  is  a  son 
of  Martin  and  Bridget  (Green)  Wren,  who  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  and  were  married  before  com- 
ing to  this  country.  They  came  to  these  shores 
in  1842,  and  first  located  in  New  York,  where  Mr. 
Wren  worked  at  his  trade  of  making  shoes.  A 
year  later  they  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  opened 
a  shoe  store,  and  also  continued  to  make  shoes.  At 
the  expiration  of  four  years  the  Wrens  removed 
to  Kalomowo,  Wis.,  where  he  bought  land  and 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  resid- 
ing at  that  point  nine  years.  He  then  purchased 
a  farm  at  Clifton,  Ind.,  on  which  he  settled  and 
lived  seven  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Con- 
nersville,  and  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  busi- 
ness until  he  resumed  farming,  locating  at  Green- 
castle,  where  he  died  in  the  spring  of  1871.  His 
widow  survived  him  twenty  years,  dying  at  Indi- 
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anapolis  March  17,  1891.  They  had  a  family  of 
sis  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Mary,  a  resi- 
dent of  Indianapolis;  Julia,  wife  of  Michael  Male)', 
of  Indianapolis;  Kate,  a  resident  of  Indianapolis; 
Sadie,  the  widow  of  Thomas  McGlan,  and  also  a 
resident  of  Indianapolis;  Thomas,  a  resident  of 
Indianapolis;  and  James  F.  The  father  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  his 
family  was  reared  in  the  same  faith,  to  which  they 
remain  true. 

Our  subject  received  an  excellent  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Cincinnati.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith  at  Indianapolis,  and  worked  at  it  there 
a  year  and  a-half.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  went  to  La  Fayette,  where  he  engaged  as  a  black- 
smith one  year.  His  next  move  was  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  where  he  remained  about  eighteen  months. 
Returning  then  to  Indianapolis,  he  stayed  there 
two  years,  spent  the  following  two  years  at  West- 
field,  and  then  wc  find  him  again  at  the  Hoosier 
capital.  In  1870  he  again  changed  his  residence, 
and  for  a  while  lived  at  Waynetown,  whence  he 
went  to  Crawfordsville.  A  year  passed  away  ere 
he  retraced  his  steps  to  Indianapolis,  where  he 
dwelt  until  the  spring  of  1874,  when  he  came  to 
Whitesville,  which  has  been  his  home  ever  since. 
He  is  interested  in  farming  and  has  a  farm  of 
ninety  acres  outside  of  the  village,  which  is  under 
his  supervision,  and  its  well-tilled  fields  and  sub- 
stantial improvements  make  it  a  valuable  properly. 

Mr.  Wren  was  married  in  1875  to  Miss  Emma 
Elizabeth  Layman,  who  is  a  most  estimable  lad}', 
presides  graciously  over  their  cheery,  hospitable 
home,  and  is  a  true  wife  and  devoted  mother. 
Mrs.  Wren  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Layman,  a 
merchant  of  Whitesville,  and  also  engaged  in  the 
poultry  business.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wren  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren: Edith,  Edna  Cecelia  and  James  Edmund. 

Our  subject  is  well  endowed  mentally,  possesses 
sound  business  qualifications,  and  has  all  the  ele- 
ments of  good  citizenship.  He  is  highly  esteemed 
in  his  community,  and  has  man}-  friends  through- 
out the  county.  He  is  a  firm  supporter  of  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
recently  been  honored  by  nomination  for  the  office 


of  County  Recorder  at  the  Democratic  County 
Convention.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Cath- 
olic, and  a  valued  member  of  that  church.  Soci- 
ally, he  is  connected  with  the  order  of  Knights  of 
Pythias. 


B^+^ 


\Y(  OSEPH  BURNS.  This  prominent  business 
man  of  Montezuma  was  born  March  17, 
1822,  in  the  southern  part  of  Pickaway 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Mary  (Wolf)  Burns.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a  horse  he  was  rac- 
ing in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  and  in  his  youth 
went  to  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  where  he  resided 
for  many  years.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  en- 
listed and  served  as  a  private,  but  while  filling 
that  position  with  bravery  and  fidelity,  he  was 
wounded  and  captured  by  the  Indians  and  held  a 
prisoner  for  nearly  a  year,  when  he  received  his 
parole  and  acted  "as  a  recruiting  officer  during  the 
remainder  of  the  war. 

Upon  being  released  from  captivity,  James  Burns 
returned  to  his  Ohio  home  and  there  followed  his 
trade  of  a  tanner  and  shoemaker.  In  1828  he  re- 
moved to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  where  he  remained 
until  1853,  when,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  he  was 
called  hence  by  death.  He  was  a  stanch  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  the  Whig  party,  and  a  Henry 
Clay  man,  and,  socially,  was  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  was  a  Universalist  in  religion, 
and  was  a  man  of  generous  impulses  and  great 
kindness  of  heart.  His  first  marriage  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  six  children,  viz.:  Sarah,  Margaret, 
Robert,  Jane,  Joseph  and  Mary.  His  second  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Thompson,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Sam- 
uel, James,  Isabella  and  Elizabeth. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  began  in  business  for  himself.  He 
worked   by  the  day  or  month  on  flatboats  running 
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down  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans,  and  saved 
his  earnings  until  he  had  accumulated  $500,  when 
he  settled  in  Montezuma.  In  1849  he  rented  and 
managed  a  ferry-boat,  which  two  years  later  lie 
purchased  and  continued  to  operate  until  the 
bridge  was  built  over  the  river,  in  1892.  In  part- 
nership with  Joseph  Collett,in  1872  he  established 
the  Montezuma  Fire-brick  Company,  in  which  he 
had  a  one-fourth  interest  at  first,  but  is  now  the 
sole  owner  of  the  entire  works.  At  the  inception 
of  the  enterprise,  about  ten  men  were  employed, 
but  the  number  has  now  increased  to  forty,  and 
the  brick  is  shipped  to  twelve  States.  Mr.  Burns 
is  also  the  owner  of  six  hundred  acres  of  fertile 
land  in  Vermillion  County,  Ind.  Socially,  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  for  a  period  of  forty  years  or  more.  In 
politics  he  was  formerly  an  active  Whig,  and  is 
now  equally  devoted  to  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Burns  was  first  married  to  Carolina  Vallan- 
dighan,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Hamilton) 
Vallandighan,  and  one  child  was  born  to  their 
union:  Caroline,  wife  of  Enos  Kuhn,  of  Lawrence, 
Kan.  The  second  wife,  Permelia,  was  a  sister  of 
the  first  wife.  Afterward  our  subject  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Kate  (Tuley)  Millikin, 
a  farmer  and  business  man  of  Vermillion  Count}'. 
This  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  sis  chil- 
dren: Edward  II.,  Joseph,  Robert,  Francis,  Mary 
L.,  and  Bell,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Stanley,  a 
citizen  of  Sheridan,  Ind.  Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of 
Salem  Hancock,  a  merchant  in   Montezuma. 

The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Burns  was  Elizabeth 
(Donaldson)  Cannon.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Wal- 
ter C.  and  Harriet  (Thomas)  Donaldson.  Her  fa- 
ther was  born  in  Kentucky,  in  the  year  1802,  and 
in  1834  went  to  Rockville,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged 
in  merchandising  for  several  years.  He  served  as 
Probate  Judge  and  for  several  terms  represented 
his  district  in  the  State  Legislature,  also  serving  as 
County  Commissioner.  In  1845  he  moved  to  Re- 
serve Township,  and  for  a  number  of  years  oper- 
ated a  farm.  He  was  active  first  in  the  Whig 
party,  and  later  as  a  Republican.  Religiously,  he 
was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  three  times  married;  first,  to 
Harriet  Thomas,  who  was  born  in   Shelby  County, 


Ky.,  and  was  the  mother  of  one  son  and  three 
daughters;  his  second  union  was  with  Ellen  M., 
daughter  of  William  Cook,  and  this  marriage  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  one  son  and  two  daughters; 
the  third  wife  was  Mrs.  Julia  A.  (Sage)  Russell. 
The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Burns,  John  Donaldson 
by  name,  was  born  in  Virginia,  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  married  Eleanor  Lishell,  who  bore  him 
sixteen  children. 

In  this  connection,  some  mention  of  Hon.  Will- 
iam Cook  will  be  of  interest.  Born  in  Maryland,  he 
moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  near  Chillicothe,  where 
he  made  rails  for  twent3--five  cents  per  hundred. 
Later  he  went  on  a  flatboat  down  the  river  to 
New  Orleans.  In  1826  he  came  to  Parke  County. 
Ind.,  where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  25,  Reserve  Township,  and  there 
resided  until  his  death,  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five. He  was  the  father-in-law  of  Gov.  Joseph 
A.  Wright.  In  his  disposition,  he  was  positive 
and  unyielding,  devoted  to  the  platform  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  the  doctrines  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  His  wife,  formerl}-  Mrs. 
Nancy  (Marium)  Abbott,  bore  him  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  and  passed  away  some  time  prior 
to  his  demise. 


^^{ 
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^OHN  M.  SNYDER,  who  has  a  well-equipped 
flourmill  on  Coal  Creek,  Cain  Township, 
Fountain  County,  has  the  reputation  of 
manufacturing  the  best  brand  of  flour  made 
in  the  State  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Snyder  was  born  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  January  4,  1828.  His  father, 
John  Snyder,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Montgomery  County,  this 
State.  He  came  to  this  country  with  his  mother, 
his  father,  Jacob  Snyder,  having  died  on  the  water 
after  the  family  had  started  on  their  journey  to  a 
strange  country.  His  widow  was  left  with  the 
care  of  two  boys  and  two  girls,  Jacob,  John, 
Sophia  and  Elizabeth,  who  were  sold  on  the  arrival 
of  the  family  to  work   out  the  pay  for   their   pass 
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age.  Jacob  was  not  well  pleased  with  being 
disposed  of  in  that  manner,  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
an  opportunity  he  ran  away,  and  has  never  been 
heard  from  since.  The  mother  made  her  home  in 
Pennsylvania  until  her  death. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  there  married  to  Mary 
Mertina,  who  was  of  Dutch  origin.  After  marriage 
they  located  at  Ilagerstown,  but  eight  years  later 
they  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  where  she  died  in  1838.  She  was  the  mother 
of  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  our  subject  and  his  sister  Mary  Ann,  wife  of 
William  Talbert,  are  the  only  survivors.  The 
father  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Merideth, 
by  whom  there  were  two  children,  the  Rev.  A.  M. 
Snyder  being  the  only  one  living  of  that  union. 
He  is  quite  a  prominent  minister  in  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  has  held  the  office  of  Elder 
for  four  years,  and  is  still  their  Elder.  Rebecca, 
Catherine,  George,  Amelia  and  Susan  are  the  names 
of  the  children  that  died,  the  latter  a  child  of  the 
second  marriage. 

John  Snyder  was  a  successful  farmer.  In  culti- 
vating the  soil  and  sowing  seed  he  was  guided 
strictly  by  the  rules  that  were  formerly  so  rigidly 
observed  by  every  farmer  as  to  the  proper  time  to 
plant.  His  corn  was  always  planted  when  the 
moon  was  new  and  in  the  sign  of  the  twins,  and 
everything  of  the  kind  was  done  according  to  the 
position  of  that  planet  with  reference  to  the  signs 
of  the  zodiac,  which  was  supposed  to  have  some 
mysterious  influence  over  the  growth  of  the  crops. 
The  neighbors  would  come  for  miles  around 
to  consult  him  as  to  the  right  time  to  sow  their 
grain,  "  etc.  He  was  an  exemplary  Christian, 
and  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  whose  doctrines  he  sometimes  expounded 
from  the  pulpit,  although  not  a  licensed  preacher. 

John  M.  Snyder  of  whom  we  write  was  but  a 
boy  when  his  father  came  to  Indiana  in  1838,  after 
fourteen  years'  residence  in  Butler  County,  Ohio. 
The  latter  bought  a  farm  in  Wayne  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  upon  which  he  spent  his  re- 
maining years,  dying  at  a  ripe  age  in  1870.  Oursub- 
ject  passed  the  rest  of  his  youth  on  that  farm,  and 
was  educated  in  the  local  schools.     When  a  young 


man  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  After  his 
marriage  he  resumed  the  calling  to  which  he  had 
been  reared,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  the  en- 
suing twelve  years  on  an  eighty-acre  farm  in 
Waj-ne  Township.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold 
his  farm,  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Blue  Grass, 
Vermilion  County,  111.,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  Returning  then  to  this  State,  he  settled  in 
Cain  Township,  where  he  owned  eighty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  subsequently  sold  and  then  bought 
a  quarter-section  of  land  in  the  same  township. 
He  lived  thereon  six  years.  In  1875  he  disposed 
of  that  farm  also  and  bought  the  mill  owned  by 
George' Brown,  which  is  now  known  as  Snj-der's 
Mill,  and  he  has  operated  it  ever  since.  The  mill 
is  fitted  up  with  modern  machinery,  has  a  capacity 
of  twenty-five  barrels  a  day,  and  the  flour  manu- 
factured is  of  a  specially  fine  grade.  There  is  a 
good  market  near  home  for  all  that  can  be  made, 
as  it  commands  a  ready  sale  at  Crawfordsville, 
Waynetown,  Hillsboro,  Yeedersburgh,  Newtown, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Elmdale,  Mace  and  New  Ross.  Mr. 
Snyder  does  a  large  exchange  business,  and  last 
year  live  thousand  bushels  of  stored  wheat  were 
consumed  in  the  manufacture  of  flour  in  his  mill. 
They  grind  into  flour  about  thirty  thousand  bushels 
of  stored  wheat  annually. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  married  in  Cain  Township  to 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Meredith,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Meri- 
man.  Her  father  died  and  her  mother  married 
again.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  have  been  blessed  in 
their  pleasant  wedded  life  by  the  birth  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy.  The  others 
are  Albert,  who  is  engaged  in  the  poultry  business 
at  Waynetown;  Ann  Eliza,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Barcklow,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  this 
township;  George,  who  lives  at  home  and  helps  Ins 
father  in  the  management  of  the  mill;  James,  who 
is  in  LaHogue,  111.;  H.  L.,  who  is  a  farmer  at  New 
Richmond;  and  Charles  A.,  who  lives  at  home  and 
assists  his  father. 

Our  subject  is  a  thorough  Christian  gentleman, 
who  has  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  people  among 
whom  he  lives,  and  who  think  highly  of  him.  II is 
advice  is  often  sought,  as  he  is  a  wise  and  safe 
counselor;  he  has  acted  as  administrator  of  estates 
and  has  been  guardian  for  children  who  were  or- 
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phaned.  He  has  long  been  prominent  in  the 
United  Brethren  Church  as  one  of  its  foremost 
members  in  this  section,  and  he  has  done  much  to 
extend  the  faith.  He  built  a  church  on  his  own 
place  in  1873  at  a  cost  of  $800,  and  was  one  of 
its  Trustees.  In  1876  the  building  was  completely 
demolished  by  a  cyclone,  and  has  never  been 
replaced.  Politically,  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  Democrat. 
He  is  one  of  the  moneyed  men  of  his  township, 
and  has  valuable  property  here.  He  owns  sixty 
acres  of  land,  including  his  mill  site. 


=§>*<! 


ft?  AMES  WARNER.  No  class  of  men  has 
contributed  more  to  the  substantial  pros- 
peiity  of  Parke  County  than  its  farmers 
and  stock-men,  among  whom  the  subject  of 
this  brief  life  record  is  well  worth}'  of  mention. 
He  is  conducting  agricultural  operations  in  Re- 
serve Township,  on  section  17,  which  is  the  loca- 
tion of  his  finely  tilled  and  attractive  farm. 

Mr.  Warner  was  born  Ma}'  5,  1823,  in  Culpeper 
County,  Va.,  and  was  the  son  of  Peter  and  Frances 
(Milbourn)  Warner.  His  grandfather,  John,  came 
from  Germany  at  about  the  close  of  the  War  for 
Independence,  and  settled  in  Loudoun  County, 
Va.,  and  later  in  Culpeper  County.  In  1836  he 
removed  to  Parke  County,  this  State,  coining  here 
by  wagon,  and  consuming  seven  weeks  in  the 
journey  hither.  A  year  later  he  removed  to  Law- 
rence County,  111.,  where  he  purchased  about  one 
thousand  acres  of  raw  land,  on  which  he  lived  un- 
til his  death  at  a  good  old  age,  in  August,  1841. 
This  gentleman  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Mary  Grubb,  and  to  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Mary,  who  married  John  I'p- 
dyke;  Nancy,  the  wife  of  George  Swan;  and  Peter, 
Joel,  James  and  John.  His  second  marriage  was 
with  Hilda  Duke,  and  of  this  union  several  sons 
were  born,  as  follows:  Andrew  Jackson,  George 
Washington,  James  Monroe  and  James  Madison. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Culpeper 
County,    Va.,   in  September,  1796.     He  served  in 


the  War  of  1812,  and  twenty  years  after  settled 
on  a  farm  in  this  county,  making  the  journey  from 
his  native  State  overland  by  wagon  and  ox-teams. 
The  family  started  for  their  new  home,  and  on 
Christmas  Day,  after  traveling  for  about  three 
months,  they  found  shelter  under  the  roof  of  Sam- 
uel Brown,  with  whom  they  remained  until  erect- 
ing a  log  house  for  themselves  on  section  16,  of 
Reserve  Township,  Parke  County.  The  land  was 
leased  by  him  in  partnership  with  his  brothers, 
James  and  Peter,  and  on  this  he  remained  until 
1863,  when  he  located  on  two  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  which  are  included  in  our  subject's  present 
farm.  In  addition  to  this,  he  also  owned  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  on  section  16,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  on  section  9,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  east  of  Montezuma,  besides  four  hundred 
acres  which  he  improved,  making  a  total  of  about 
one  thousand  acres  which  he  owned  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  September  14,  1869.  His  good  wife, 
daughter  of  Levi  Milbourn,  of  Virginia,  was  born 
in  Loudoun  County,  January  4,  1794,  and  was 
called  to  the  better  land  July  18,  1869. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  born  to  them 
eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  comfort 
their  declining  years.  The  names  of  these  chil- 
dren are:  Alpheus,  deceased;  John,  Mary,  James; 
Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  R.  Hendricks; 
Robert,  Henry;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Jenkin  Phillips; 
and  Nancy,  who  married  James  Mathas.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  Democrat,  politically. 

James  Warner  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving 
a  district-school  education,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  began  on  his  own  account  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm,  and  at  his  thirtieth  year  was  enabled 
to  make  his  first  purchase  of  two  hundred  and 
twelve  acres  north  of  Sugar  Creek,  which  he  im- 
proved as  rapidly  as  possible.  In  18(>r>  he  re- 
moved to  the  place  where  he  now  resides  on  sec- 
tion 17,  Reserve  Township,  where  he  cared  for  his 
parents  until  their  death  At  the  present  time  he 
owns  the  four  hundred  and  ten  acres  on  which  he 
lives,  besides  two  other  tracts  of  one  hundred  and 
eight  and  thirty-five  acres,  respectively. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey, 
Mr.  Warner  chose  Miss  Louisa  Demott,  who  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Reserve  in  1836.     She  became 
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the  mother  of  four  children,  whom  she  named  Syl- 
vester; Barbara  E.,  the  wife  of  Tim  Sullivan;  Oli- 
ver Perry;  and  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Nathan  Mathas. 
The  mother  died  in  the  prime  of  life  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years.  Mr.  Warner  has  proved  a  very 
useful  acquisition  to  the  citizenship  of  the  county 
since  he  took  up  his  abode  here,  his  ability  as  a 
farmer  making  him  a  valuable  assistant  in  main- 
taining and  extending  the  most  important  of  the 
industries  of  this  region.  His  political  views  find 
expression  in  "the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  of  which  he  is  a  warm  supporter.  He  is  a 
self-made  man  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  word, 
and  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune. 


AVID  MONTGOMERY.  Among  the  pio- 
neers of  Parke  County,  no  one  is  more 
worthy  of  a  place  in  her  chronicles  than 
is  the  gentleman  of  whom  this  is  a  life  re- 
cord, as  he  is  a  member  of  a  family  whose  history 
has  been  closely  connected  with  that  of  this  region 
for  three-score  years  or  more.  Mr.  Montgomery 
is  a  veteran  of  the  late  Civil  War,  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  well-improved  farm  on  section  29, 
Wabash  Township.  He  was  born  in  this  same 
township  September  28,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Prudence  (Monn)  Montgomery. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Hugh  Mont- 
gomery, was  born  in  Ireland,  and  in  Colonial 
days  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  the  United 
States,  soon  after  taking  part  in  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence. He  was  a  cousin  of  Maj.  Montgomery, 
an  officer  of  Revolutionary  fame,  who  was  killed 
in  a  bard-fought  battle.  Some  years  after  the 
close  of  the  conflict  Hugh  Montgomei\y  removed 
to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  near  the  village  of  Hamil- 
ton. He  was  a  farmer,  and  being  a  well-educated 
man  for  those  days  engaged  in  teaching,  and 
dropped  dead  while  instructing  a  class  one  da}-. 
He  had  the  following  children:  William;  Ross; 
Samuel;  Peggy,  wife  of  Jacob  Ross;  and  Jane, 
who  became  the  wife  of  John  White. 


Samuel  Montgomery,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  came  to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  in 
1827,  entering  eighty  acres  on  section  19,  Wabash 
Township,  where  he  made  his  home  until  he  was 
called  to  his  final  rest,  June  29,  1854,  when  he 
was  in  his  fiftieth  year.  His  wife,  who  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  survived  until  1874, 
when  she  died,  aged  seventy-two  years.  The 
brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are  as  follows: 
William,  who  died  in  1865,  being  a  member  of 
Company  B,  Eighty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry;  Alex- 
ander, whose  record  may  be  found  on  another 
page  of  this  volume;  Martha,  deceased,  wife  of 
Armstead  Clark,  who  entered  the  same  company 
mentioned  above,  and  died  at  Nicholasville,  Ky., 
in  January,  1863;  Margaret,  widow  of  James 
Painter;  Jane  and  John,  deceased.  The  mother 
of  these  children  was  born  in  the  Keystone  State 
and  removed  when  quite  young  to  Ohio,  where 
she  lived  with  an  uncle. 

After  receiving  a  district-school  education,  and 
after  being  reared  to  the  duties  and  cares  of  farm 
life,  David  Montgomery  started  out  from  home 
to  carve  his  fortune.  He  worked  for  one  season 
as  a  farm  hand  and  then  commenced  to  operate 
the  old  homestead.  August  16,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Eighty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry,  but 
when  he  reached  Covington,  Kjr.,  he  was  taken 
sick  and  sent  to  the  hospital.  In  April,  1863,  he 
was  discharged  at  Nicholsville,  Tenn.,  after  which 
he  returned  home  and  resumed  the  peaceful  voca- 
tion of  a  farmer.  In  1867  he  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  lumber  in  Vermillion  and  Parke  Coun- 
ties, continuing  with  fair  success  in  that  line  of 
business  for  about  five  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  removed  to  Mecca.  After  making 
that  village  his  place  of  abode  for  some  time,  he 
settled  on  his  present  farm  on  section  29. 

November  1,  1860,  Mr.  Montgomery  wedded 
Ellen  Lauey,  who  was  born  in  Florida  Township, 
of  this  county,  and  comes  from  an  honored  pio- 
neer famity  of  this  region,  her  parents  being  Joel 
and  Jerusha  (Fen ton)  Laney,  who  removed  to  this 
State  from  Kentucky.  To  David  Montgomery 
and  wife  were  born  nine  children:  George  W.,  who 
died  when  four  3'ears  of  age;  William,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Robert,  whose  death  occurred  shortly 
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after  lie  attained  li is  majority;  Oliver  P.;  Ida,  wife 
of  Frank  Kelly;  Ora  and  Cora  (twins),  deceased; 
Viola  and  Oliver.  Mrs.  Montgomery  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church  in  good  standing,  and, 
like  her  husband,  is  honored  and  respected  by  all 
with  whom  she  comes  in  contact. 


\f^  ENRY  COLEMAN.  Mr.  Coleman  is  a 
if)!  man  whom  nature  seems  to  have  especially 
/4\^/  designed  to  be  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  The 
((||))  pursuits  of  agriculture  have  afforded  him 
high  gratification,  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  farm 
the  principles  he  has  held  have  been  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  successful  development  and  im- 
provement of  the  varied  elements  of  farm  life. 
He  resides  on  section  3,  Wabash  Township,  Foun- 
tain County,  on  the  old  homestead,  and  has  two 
hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land,  which  he 
values  at  $50  per  acre.  He  erected  a  fine  house  of 
seven  rooms  at  a  cost  of  $1,500  in  1862,  and  in 
1885  a  large  and  commodious  barn  was  built. 
Mr.  Coleman  is  energetic  and  enterprising  and 
everything  about  the  place  indicates  that  an  ex- 
perienced hand  is  at  the  helm. 

Born  on  the  8th  of  July,  1832,  our  subject  was 
one  of  nine  children  born  to  Linsey  and  Elizabeth 
Coleman,  the  former  a  native  of  the  Old  Domin- 
ion, born  December  25,  1795,  and  the  latter  born 
on  the  22d  of  October,  1805.  Of  their  children, 
Mary  J.  was  born  on  the  22d  of  November, 
1824.  Julia,  born  in  Fountain  County,  Ind., 
June  22,  1826,  married  Will  Webb,  who  died 
shortly  afterwards.  Her  next  marriage  was  to 
Henry  Munson,  and  after  his  death  she  married 
Samuel  Phebus.  She  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren. Samuel  Coleman,  the  third  child,  was  born 
in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1828, and  married  Miss 
Susan  Prevo,  who  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject 
in  1858.  Samuel  is  now  a  resident  of  Perryville. 
Henry  and  Lovina  were  twins.  Wilber  was  born 
March  16,  1835,  and  selected  his  wife  in  the  person 
of  Miss  Eliza  Milem.     1 1  is  second  marriage  was  to 


Miss  Samantha  Bass,  and  his  third  marriage  to  Miss 
Margaret  King.  During  the  late  war  lie  served 
faithfully  in  defense  of  the  Old  Flag,  enlisting  in 
the  Sixt3'-third  Indiana  Regiment  in  1862,  and 
serving  until  1864.  Eliza  was  born  in  Fountain 
County,  October  2,  1837,  and  married  Jefferson 
Spinks.  She  died  at  her  home  in  1880.  Maria, 
also  a  native  of  Fountain  County,  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  on  the  22d  of  January,  1841.  She 
married  Nelson  Bogart,  and  died  in  this  county  on 
the  5th  of  September,  1879.     She  left  six  children. 

The  father  of  these  children  came  to  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  from  his  native  State  at  an  early- 
date,  and  settled  on  the  Wabash  River,  where  he 
entered  Government  land.  He  had  a  tract  of 
eighty  acres,  and  he  afterward  purchased  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  improved  and  devel- 
oped it.  In  connection  with  his  farming  inter- 
est he  worked  at  the  hatter's  trade  in  his  own 
shop.  He  reared  his  children  to  mature  years  in 
Fountain  County,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  His  wife  also  died  in  that  county.  They 
were  much  esteemed  citizens  and  prominent  in  all 
good  work.  Their  son  Henry,  our  subject,  was 
early  trained  to  the  duties  of  the  farm,  and  was 
fairly  educated  in  the  common  schools.  After 
reaching  mature  years,  he  married  Miss  Angeline 
Bass,  who  was  born  February  14,  1834,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Nancy  Bass.  Their  nuptials 
were  celebrated  on  the  15th  of  November,  1855, 
and  as  the  years  passed  along  the  following  chil- 
dren grew  up  around  them:  Linsey,  born  in 
Fountain  County,  February  3,  1857,  married  Miss 
Stanton  and  they  reside  in  this  county.  Scott, 
born  October  20,  1858,  died  on  the  10th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1859.  Howard,  born  July  24,  1860,  died  De- 
cember 27,  1872.  Eva,  born  June  10,  1862,  mar- 
ried J.  D.  Orahood,  and  resides  at  Stringtown. 
Ovid,  born  October  15,  1863,  died  in  1873.  Hay, 
born  April  9,  1866,  resides  at  home.  Frank,  born 
August  11,  1868,  is  also  at  home.  Willie,  born 
March  28,  1870,  single,  received  a  thorough  edu- 
cation at  Valparaiso.  Chancey,  born  May  2,  1871, 
died  on  tlie  21st  of  August,  1872.  Cheeny,  born 
April  5,  1875,  resides  at  home.  Olin  and  Ola 
(twins),  born  June  13,  1877,  died  in  the  same  year. 

Our  subject  finally  settled  on  the  old  homestead, 
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and  as  his  early  life  had  been  passed  on  the  farm. 
it  was  but  natural  that  when  starting  out  for 
himself  he  should  choose  agricultural  pursuits  as 
his  occupation  in  life.  He  has  followed  this  with 
substantial  results  all  his  life,  and  is  classed  among 
the  representative  farmers  of  the  county.  He  and 
Mrs.  Coleman  are  active  members  of  the  church 
and  contribute  liberally  to  the  support  of  the 
same.  Mr.  Coleman  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday- 
school  and  three  of  his  children  are  teachers  in  the 
same  Sunda3'-school.  Linsey  is  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school.  Mr.  Coleman  was  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  for 
one  year,  and  is  active  in  all  good  work.  In  poli- 
tics our  subject  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic principles,  but  while  he  has  ever  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics,  he  does  not  aspire  to  of- 
fice. He  is  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  the 
count3'and  his  friends  are  legion. 


ILAS  S.  MILLS,  the  oldest  native-born 
resident  of  Clark  Township  now  living 
within  its  precincts,  is  a  well-known  and 
honored  citizen  of  Ladoga,  who  is  promi- 
nent in  its  public  life,  and  is  at  present  President 
of  the  Tillage  Board  of  Trustees.  He  has  been  for 
many  years  indentified  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Montgomery  County,  and,  although  he 
has  retired  from  active  labor,  he  still  continues  to 
control  and  superintend  the  work  on  his  farm, 
which  consists  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  all 
under  a  good  state  of  improvement,  and  considered 
one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  property  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Mills  was  born  April  29, 1829,  in  the  pioneer 
home  of  his  parents,  that  his  father  had  erected  on 
the  first  eighty  acres  of  land  that  he  had  entered 
from  the  Government  in  Clark  Township,  within 
a  mile  and  a-half  of  Ladoga.  lie  is  a  son  of  Lewis 
D.  Mills,  who  was  born  in  Fleming  County,  Ky., 
December  7,  1791,  and  a  grandson  of  Jacob  Mills. 
The  family  is   of  English   origin,  coming   to    this 


country  in  early  Colonial  times,  settling  in  New 
York,  and  eventually  migrating  from  that  State  to 
Kentucky.  Lewis  Mills  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Fleming  County,  Ky.,  and  when  a  young  man 
went  to  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  to  live.  He 
was  there  married  to  Rebecca  Fitzpatrick,  who  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Fitzpatrick,  whose  early  life  was  passed  in  Virginia. 
His  father  had  come  to  this  country  from  Scotland. 
Mr.  Mills  continued  to  live  in  Montgomery  County 
until  1827,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  left  Ohio 
to  take  up  his  abode  in  Montgomery  County,  this 
State,  as  one  of  its  earl}*  settlers.  He  bought  of 
the  Government  the  land  previously  referred  to 
as  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  paying  for  it 
the  sum  of  $1.25  an  acre,  and  he  afterward  added 
to  his  purchase  eighty  acres  of  school  land  on  sec- 
tion 16,  of  this  township.  His  first  work  was  to 
cut  away  the  trees  to  clear  a  space  for  a  dwelling, 
and  as  there  were  but  very  few  men  in  the  town- 
ship at  that  time,  he  had  to  go  eight  or  ten  miles 
to  get  a  sufficient  number  to  help  him  put  up  his 
cabin.  The  country  was  still  in  all  ics  original 
wildness,  with  the  exception  of  the  clearing  of 
some  pioneer  at  intervals,  or  some  small  settlement, 
and  Madison  and  other  places  on  the  Ohio  were 
the  nearest  markets,  where  settlers  went  to  trade 
their  produce,  and  mayhap  the  pelts  of  wild  ani- 
mals that  formerly  abounded  here,  for  necessaries 
in  the  way  of  groceries  and  dry  goods,  money  be- 
ing a  scarce  article  in  those  days.  There  were 
many  Indians  here  at  that  time,  an  Indian  trail 
running  across  Mr.  Mills'  farm,  and  they  often 
camped  near  by.  The}-  would  frequently  stop  at 
the  house  to  beg  for  food,  and  would  engage  in 
foot  races,  wrestling  and  other  athletic  sports. 

Mr.  Mills  was  a  poor  man  when  he  came  to  Indi- 
ana, his  property  consisting  of  a  cow,  horse  and  colt, 
which  he  drove  through  the  forest  from  Ohio.  He 
and  his  family  had  to  fare  hard  in  their  struggles  to 
gain  a  foothold  in  the  new  countrj-,  but  by  industry 
and  perseverance  he  succeeded ;  he  hewed  out  a  com- 
fortable home,  acquired  a  goodly  amount  of  prop- 
erty, and  gave  each  of  his  children  a  good  start  in 
life.  His  death  occurred  ere  yet  old  age  came 
upon  him,  December  19,  1847,  and  he  was  buried 
in  Stoner  Cemetery.     His  first  wife,  who  was  born 
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March  10,  1794,  died  July  22,  1843.  His  second 
marriage  was  with  Mrs.  Mary  (Markey)  Fletcher, 
a  daughter  of  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Montgomery 
County.  She  died  in  1869.  Ten  children  were 
born  of  the  first  marriage  and  two  by  the  second 
union.  Nine  of  them  grew  to  maturity,  and  three 
are  still  living:  Mary  Jane,  widow  of  Daniel  Walls, 
who  was  a  farmer  of  Boone  County  during  life; 
Taylor,  a  farmer  of  Scott  Township;  aud  our  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Mills  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  he 
held  the  office  of  School  Trustee  four  years.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  a  Class- 
leader  in  early  days,  and  was  very  earnest  in  ex- 
pressing his  viws  on  religion.  He  did  much  for 
the  advancement  of  the  ehurch,  opening  his  house 
for  holding  meetings  and  often  entertaining  the 
circuit-riders  of  the  bygone  times. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  in  this  township, 
where  he  was  born  and  received  the  best  education 
its  schools  afforded.  He  remained  with  his  father, 
assisting  him  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Ladoga 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  of  James  Hous- 
ton, with  whom  he  worked  fifteen  months.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand  and 
was  thus  employed  four  years,  at  $10  a  month, 
paying  $1  a  month  for  washing  and  mending.  One 
vear  he  received  1133  for  his  work,  which  was  the 
best  wages  he  was  ever  paid.  After  he  was  mar- 
ried in  the  summer  of  1852,  he  settled  on  a  rented 
farm,  and  continued  to  rent  eight  years.  In  the 
mean  time  he  had  bought  land  in  Iowa,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  eight  years  he  bought  land  in  Clark 
Township,  upon  which  he  resided  sixteen  years. 
After  that  he  purchased  land  four  miles  east  of 
Ladoga,  and  that  was  his  home  three  years.  Sell- 
ing that,  he  bought  land  a  mile  and  a-half  southeast 
of  Ladoga,  and  dwelt  thereon  twelve  years,  since 
which  time  he  has  lived  in  Ladoga. 

July  29,  1852,  Mr.  Mills  was  married  to  Miss 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  Stoner, 
who  were  natives  of  Virginia.  Her  father  never 
came  to  this  county,  but  her  mother  spent  her  last 
years  here.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  had  seven  children, 
of  whom  these  four  arc  living:  Clare  E.,  wife  of 
Justice  Gormly,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Wave- 
land;  Mary  C,  wife  of  John  T.  Byrd,  a  farmer  of 


Scott  Township;  William  Morton,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Hostetter,  Ashby  &  Mills,  dry-goods  mer- 
chants of  Ladoga;  and  Emma  E.,  who  lives  with 
her  parents. 

A  man  of  our  subject's  calibre  and  well-known 
integrity  necessarily  commands  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  who  find  in  him  a  safe  and  wise 
counselor,  and  they  have  honored  him  by  election 
to  important  local  offices.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  township  for  some  time,  and,  as  be- 
fore mentioned,  is  now  President  of  the  Board.  He 
has  also  served  as  School  Director  of  his  township. 
He  is  a  stalwart  Republican  and  an  active  worker  in 
the  ranks  of  the  party. 


ELSTON  SAYERS,  who  resides  on  his  well-or- 
dered and  finely  improved  farm  on  section 
7i  2,  Wayne  Township,  is  a  good  representa- 
tive of  the  enlightened  and  enterprising  farmers 
who  have  made  Montgomery  County  one  of  the 
richest  and  most  productive  agricultural  centres 
in  the  State  by  their  progressive  modes  of  farming. 
He  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  in  1832,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Charlotte  (Martin)  Sayers. 
natives  respectively  of  Virginia  and  Penns3-lva- 
nia.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Josiah  and 
Sarah  (Brown)  Sayers,  natives  of  Virginia.  The 
grandmother  on  the  mother's  side  was  named 
Elston. 

William  Sayers  was  three  times  married.  His 
second  wife  was  Margaret  Cooper,  and  his  third 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Fountain  County 
in  1845,  was  Rachel  Crane.  He  had  a  numerous 
family  of  children,  as  follows:  Lloyd,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1819,  married  Rhoda 
Coen,  and  died  at  their  residence  in  Pleasant  Hill 
in  1846;  Rachel,  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1821, 
and  now  the  wife  of  Hon.  Isaac  M.  Coen,  a  farmer 
of  Fountain  County,  who  was  elected  to  the  Indiana 
Legislature  by  the  Republican  party  in  1856,  and 
served  two  terms,  but  is  now  deceased;  Sophronia 
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and  John,  who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1822 
and  1823  respectively.,  and  died  in  infancy;  Mary, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1824,  married 
Jesse  Grenard,  and  died  in  1864;  Josiah,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1825,  and  died  in  Mont- 
gomery County  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  Ruth, 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1827,  and  who  was  the 
wife  of  John  Higbee,  who  resides  in  Waynetown; 
Reuel,bornin  Ohio  in  1830,  who  married  Wealthy 
Bell,  who  died  in  Benton  County  in  1859;  Elston, 
our  subject;  Rhoda,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1833, 
and  married  Iphaymer  W.  McBroom,  a  farmer  of 
llillsboro,  Ind.,  where  she  resided  until  her  death; 
Ephiaini,  a  farmer  in  Benton  County,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio  in  1834,  and  married  Amanda  Daw- 
son; Washington,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1835, 
and  died  in  1845;  Wilbur  who  was  born  in  Ohio 
in  1838,  married  Miss  McCoy,  and  is  a  farmer  in 
Jasper  County;  Lemuel,  who  died  in  infancy  in 
1844;  Annie,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County  in  1846,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Will- 
iam Dewey,  a  Methodist  minister  in  Missouri; 
Martin,  who  was  born  in  Fountain  County  in  1848, 
and  is  a  carriage  manufacturer  in  McCune,  Kan.; 
Charlotte,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery  County 
in  1853,  and  married  S.  Roach,  formerly  of  Kan- 
sas, later  of  Indiana,  but  now  deceased;  Thomas, 
who  was  born  in  Benton  Count}'  in  1857,  married 
a  Miss  Kelson,  and  is  engaged  as  an  engineer  in 
this  State;  and  James,  a  resident  of  Kansas,  who 
was  born  in  Benton  Count}-  in  1861. 

Elston  Sayers,  of  this  biographical  sketch,  was 
but  nineteen  years  old  when  he  started  in  business 
for  himself  as  a  country  blacksmith,  which  trade 
he  had  learned  in  earl}'  boyhood,  and  which  he 
followed  witli  fair  remuneration  some  fourteen 
years.  With  the  money  thus  procured  he  bought 
a  tract  of  wild  timber  in  Fountain  Count}',  pay- 
ing the  sum  of  ¥150  for  the  whole  forty  acres,  and 
then  sold  it  at  a  slight  advance  over  the  purchase 
price.  With  this  sum, and  a  little  assistance  from 
li is  father,  lie  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  partly 
improved,  for  $750,  to  which  he  added  another 
purchase  of  cultivated  land,  for  which  he  paid 
$1,000.  He  continued  to  buy  small  tracts  of  land 
as  he  had  the  opportunity  until  he  had  acquired  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  beautifully 


located,  under  a  high  state  of  tillage,  and  well 
supplied  with  modern  improvements.  Mr.  Sayers 
has  been  at  great  expense  in  draining  his  land, 
having  tiles  laid  wherever  required  on  all  parts 
of  his  farm,  and  he  has  thus  added  greatly  to  its 
productiveness  and  value.  He  devotes  it  to  mixed 
farming,  and  raises  a  fine  lot  of  standard  stock. 

Mr.  Sayers  has  received  practical  help  in  the  up- 
building of  his  home  from  his  amiable  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1855  by  Dr.  Newland. 
She  was  formerly  Catherine  Grennard,  a  native  of 
this  township,  born  here  in  1836,  and  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Desire  (Tracy)  Grennard.  Her  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  her  pater- 
nal grandparents  were  natives  of  Maryland.  Her 
union  with  our  subject  brought  them  five  chil- 
dred:  John  W.,  who  was  born  in  1856  and  died 
in  1857;  Mary  V.  and  Eliza  E.,  twins,  who  were 
born  in  1858,  the  former  the  wife  of  William  Fonts, 
a  farmer  of  Wayne  Township,  and  the  latter,  who 
lives  with  her  father,  now  the  wife  of  A.  R.  Bid- 
die,  of  Storm  Lake,  Iowa;  Charles  B.,  who  was 
born  in  1861,  married  Miss  Jennie  Anderson,  of 
Clinton  County,  and  is  now  connected  with  the 
Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Bloomington, 
111.,  of  which  place  he  is  a  resident;  and  Eva,  who 
was  born  in  1869,  married  C.  B.  Lidster,  of  this 
township,  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  Eliza 
E.,  Mrs.  Biddle,  was  formerly  the  wife  of  W. 
H.  Hancock,  who  died  in  the  year  1855.  The 
children  were  all  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Wayne  Township,  except  Charles,  whe  attended 
the  Merom  Union  Christian  College  in  Sullivan 
County.  They  are  all  active  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  their  names  are  associated 
with    the  church  and  Sunday-school  work. 

Mr.  Sayers  is  a  most  estimable  man,  who  has  al- 
ways led  a  life  of  truthfulness,  sobriety  and  honor, 
and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  community.  The 
Christian  Church  finds  in  him  and  his  wife  two  of 
its  most  useful  members,  who  have  done  much  to 
advance  its  interests  spiritually  and  materially. 
Unlike  many  of  his  Democratic  neighbors,  Mr. 
Sayers  is  not  a  Democrat  by  inheritance,  his  father 
having  been  a  devoted  Republican,  but  through  a 
careful  stud}'  of  the  political  situation  and  of  the 
merits  of  the  respective  parties,     lie   has    served 
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his  township  as  Trustee  two  terms,  from  1882 
to  1886.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Horse  Thief 
Detective  Association  of  this  county,  and  upholds 
the  law  and  order  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  His 
fellow-citizens  appreciate  his  value  as  a  safe  coun- 
selor and  guide  in  practical  affairs,  and  he  is 
often  called  upon  for  advice  and  help  by  his  neigh- 
bors. He  is  at  present  executor  of  one  of  the 
largest  estates  of  the  township. 


WILLIAM  C.  GILLILAND.  residing  on  sec- 
tion 19,  Union  Township,  is  an  able  and 
enterprising  farmer,  who  well  represents 
the  young  men  of  his  class,  native  to  the  soil,  who 
are  so  potent  in  extending  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Montgomery  County.  Our  subject  was 
born  March  24,  1858,  on  the  old  family  homestead 
in  Union  Township,  and  is  a  son  of  one  who  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the 
county,  among  the  most  prominent  and  successful 
of  its  pioneer  farmers,  and  one  of  its  foremost 
citizens  in  public  life.  We  refer  to  the  late  Sam- 
uel Gilliland. 

Samuel  Gilliland  was  born  in  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa.,  in  1807.  His  father  was  of  Irish 
birth,  while  his  mother  was  from  Holland.  When 
a  young  man  he  left  his  native  county,  and  mak- 
ing his  way  to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  he  worked 
there  on  a  farm  by  the  month  for  a  time,  and  then 
went  into  the  distillery  business.  After  marriage 
lie  came,  in  October,  1834,  to  this  State  and  county 
and  entered  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Government 
on  section  25,  Union  Township.  He  was  well 
equipped  for  the  pioneer  iife  before  him,  and  was 
a  fine  type  of  the  bold,  enterprising,  far-seeing, 
resolute  pioneers  that  opened  up  this  country  for 
settlement,  as  he  was  a  man  of  fine  physique,  of 
medium  height,  and  of  great  strength.  He  was 
also  well  endowed  mentally,  and  possessed  keen 
business  qualifications,  which  led  to  his  early  se- 
lection   for    important  offices,  especially  that  of 


County  Commissioner,  which  he  held  sixteen 
years.  In  his  political  convictions  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat with  sound  views  on  the  issues  of  the  day. 
He  showed  great  skill  in  the  management  of  his 
own  affairs  and  accumulated  a  large  property,  in- 
cluding fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this 
county,  although  when  he  left  home  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  had  but  §16  in  the  world.  He  was  a 
hard  worker,  energetic  and  prompt  in  carrying 
out  his  plans,  and  his  success  was  assured  from  the 
start.  His  death  occurred  May  19,  1889,  and 
that  of  his  wife  May  7,  1870,  and  they  were  laid 
to  rest  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Gilliland  was  first  married  December  20, 
1832,  to  Miss  Mary  Truesdell,  a  native  of  Butler 
County,  where  the}7  were  wedded.  Five  children 
were  born  of  that  marriage:  John  T.,  deceased; 
Lizzie  Jane,  a  resident  of  this  township;  Anna 
Louisa,  now  Mrs.  Busenbark,  a  resident  of  New 
Market;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Remley,  of  Crawfordsville; 
and  William  M.,  who  died  in  infancy.  Samuel 
Gilliland's  first  wife  died  June  4,  1844,  and  he 
again  married,  March  9,  1848.  His  second  wife  was 
Sarah  Miller,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  R.  Miller, 
an  old  settler  of  this  county,  and  a  prominent 
farmer,  who  came  from  Kentucky,  and  married  a 
Miss  Endicott.  Seven  children  were  born  of  the 
second  marriage,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity 
but  one  and  are  still  living,  as  follows:  Mary  E., 
Mrs.  William  Smith,  who  lives  east  of  Whitesville; 
Martha  E.,  Mrs.  Wray,  who  lives  in  this  township; 
Nancy  J.,  Mrs.  Van  Cleave,  who  also  lives  in  this 
township;  James  B.,  a  resident  of  this  township; 
William  C.j  and  Henry  E.,  who  lives  in  Craw- 
fordsville.    Samuel  M.  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was 
reared  in  the  home  where  he  was  born,  and  in  the 
excellent  schools  of  his  native  township  he  gained 
a  practical  education.  He  remained  with  his  fa- 
ther until  his  marriage,  and  then  located  on  a  farm 
on  section  19,  and  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
farming  ever  since.  In  March,  1890,  he  removed 
to  his  present  farm,  which  comprises  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  acres  of  good  land,  that  yields 
abundant  harvests  under  the  excellent  system  of 
cultivation  to  which  it  is  subjected,  and  a  good 
class  of  stock  is  raised   upon  it.     Mr,  Gilliland 
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shows  commendable  enterprise  in  carrying  on  bis 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  does  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive business.  He  and  bis  wife  are  highly  re- 
garded in  social  circles,  and  in  their  home  are 
genial,  friendly  and  hospitable.  As  an  intelligent 
citizen  should,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  poli- 
tics, and  favors  the   Democratic  part}'. 

Mr.  Gilliland  was  married  March  1,  1883,  to 
Miss  Dora  D.  Stith,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Catherine  Stith.  Her  father,  a  resident  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  was  born  in  Boone  Count}7,  his  parents, 
who  were  among  the  first  settlers,  coming  from 
Ohio,  and  he  became  a  pioneer  of  this  county. 
Mrs.  Stith 's  father  was  David  C'anaday,  who  came 
from  North  Carolina  and  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Boone  County.  Mrs.  Gilliland  was 
reared  and  educated  at  Crawfordsville.  Her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  has  brought  them  two  chil- 
dren: Henry  M.,  who  was  born  July  31,  1884;  and 
Bessie  P.,  who  was  born  December  22,  1886. 


~*§*e*H.~ 
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^f'OHN  W.  GEBHART,  a  leading  and  influen- 
tial citizen  of  Newtown,  is  a  native  of  In- 
.  diana,  and  was  born  in  Fountain  County, 
(^^  near  Hillsborough,  in  1837,havingcontinued 
to  reside  in  the  county  ever  since.  Engaging  in  a 
variety  of  businesses  from  early  years,  he  has  by  an 
unvarying  course  of  honest  industry,  energy  and 
ability  won  success  in  life,  held  positions  of  trust, 
and  deservedly  received  the  high  regard  and  es- 
teem of  the  entire  community  by  which  he  has 
been  surrounded,  and  to  many  of  whose  members 
he  has  been  personally  known  for  over  three-score 
years. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Philip  and  Catherine  (Barrier)  Gebhart,  both  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  and  descendants  of  German 
ancestry.  The  grandfather  was  a  man  of  courage, 
resolution  and  endurance,  and  served  his  country 
faithfully  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1824,  Grandfa- 
ther and  Grandmother  Gebhart,  journeying  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  Westward,  located  in  the  theu 


sparsely  settled  State  of  Indiana.  Miles  of  almost 
unbroken  prairie  greeted  their  eyes  as  they  traveled 
hither,  but  to  them  it  was  the  land  of  promise,  and 
they  were  content.  Among  the  group  of  children 
in  the  family  of  these  early  pioneers  was  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject. 

Named  in  honor  of  his  father,  Phillip,  he  was 
born  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  in  the  year  1809,  and 
was  therefore  about  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  the  State  destined  to  be  his  future  home 
and  the  birthplace  of  his  immediate  descendants. 
Upon  arriving  at  mature  age  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Shu  part,  who  was  a 
native  of  Butler  County,  Ohio.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  the  father  and  mother  of  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  up  to  years  of  busy  in- 
dustry, and  became  useful  and  honored  citizens. 
The  seven  brothers  and  two  sisters  received  the 
benefit  of  the  district  schools  of  that  early  time, 
but  all  were  trained  to  assist  in  daily  work,  and 
were  taught  the  value  of  thrift  and  prudent  man- 
agement. 

In  1862,  our  subject,  John  Gebhart,  married 
Miss  Mary  J.  Rice,  a  most  estimable  lady,  well 
known  in  the  county,  and  the  daughter  of  William 
M.  Rice,  an  old  and  highly  respected  settler  in  that 
section  of  the  State.  For  several  years  Mr.  Geb- 
hart engaged  successfully  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  carried  on  a  general  farming  business  until 
1874,  when  he  served  about  one  year  as  Deputy 
Sheriff,  under  Jackson  Rice.  At  the  close  of  his 
official  service,  he  bought  out  the  store  in  which 
he  has  since  so  prosperously  conducted  business, 
and  still  retains  an  active  and  controlling  interest 
in  the  management  of  its  affairs.  Politically,  our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and, 
while  he  is  liberal  in  sentiment,  believes  firmly  tbat 
right  and  justice  are  the  main  foundation  of  the 
Jacksonian  principles  and  platform,  which  he  has 
advocated  all  his  life. 

Mr.  Gebhart  has  been  always  deeply  interested 
in  the  national  issues  of  the  day,  and  is  thoroughly 
posted  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  Under 
the  Presidential  administration  of  Grover  Cleve- 
land, he  received  the  ollicial  position  of  Postmas- 
ter of  Newton,  the  manifold  duties  of  which 
office  he  discharged  with  ability  and  great  accept- 
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ance  to  the  general  public.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gebhart 
are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  both  successful  and 
representative  business  men.  William  D.  in  1887 
entered  into  the  general  merchandising  business 
with  his  father,  and  has  since  aided  materially  in 
extending  the  trade,  which  is  increasing  yearly  in 
its  territory  and  the  value  of  its  returns.  Charles 
K.,  the  youngest  son  of  our  subject,  is  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  tailoring  establishment,  and  occupies  a 
leading  position  among  the  mercantile  interests  in 
his  section  of  the  county.  The  entire  family,  fa- 
ther, mother  and  sons,  have  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances,  and  are  prominently  connected 
with  all  social  and  benevolent  enterprises  of  New- 
town. 


ILLIAM  BARKER  has  made  his  home  on 
his  present  farm  since  1856.  Itissituated 
on  section  16,  Sugar  Creek  Township, 
Parke  County,  and  is  a  most  desirable  and  valua- 
ble piece  of  property.  After  his  marriage  our 
subject  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Fountain 
County  where  he  lived  for  five  years,  then  trad- 
ing the  place  for  the  farm  he  has  since  operated. 
On  this  he  has  erected  a  good  residence  and  sub- 
stantial barns.  Bath  County,  Va.,  was  the  place 
of  our  subject's  birth,  which  occurred  in  1820.  He 
is  a  son  of  Joshua  and  Rebecca  (Hillman)  Barker. 
The  former  was  in  turn  a  son  of  George  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Sater)  Barker.  George  Barker  was  proba- 
bly born  in  North  Carolina,  but  afterward  removed 
to  Maryland,  where  his  wife  was  born,  and  there 
they  celebrated  their  marriage.  Mr.  Barker  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and,  emigrating  to  Kentucky, 
was  there  numbered  among  the  early  settlers. 
Later  in  life  he  removed  to  Indiana,  where  he 
made  his  home  with  his  children  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  about  1846,  his  wife  dying  a  few 
months  afterward.  He  was  in  service  during  the 
War  of  1812,  for  which  he  drew  a  pension.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and,  politic- 
ally, was  a  Jacksoniau  Democrat. 


Joshua  Barker  was  one  of  six  children,  the 
others  being  Nancy,  Maiy,  Jessie,  John  B.  and 
Jane.  He  remained  at  the  home  of  his  parents 
until  reaching  his  majority,  and  was  married  in  the 
Old  Dominion  in  1818  to  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Hillman.  Their  family  comprised  seven  chil- 
dren: William;  Henry,  deceased;  George;  Thomas, 
deceased;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  James  Allen;  Nancy, 
who  died  in  childhood;  and  one  who  died  in 
infancy.  When  our  subject  was  only  seven 
weeks  old  his  parents  removed  to  Kentucky,  where 
they  lived  until  going  to  Putnam  County,  Ind. 
After  living  there  for  about  four  years,  in  1830 
they  located  in  Parke  County,  where  the  father 
bought  eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land  in  Sugar 
Creek  Township.  At  the  expiration  of  a  few 
years,  he  settled  on  another  farm  in  the  same 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  which  occurred  about  1831,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Cotton.  Four  children  graced  their  union: 
James;  Eliza  J.,  deceased,  wife  of  James  Lawson; 
Ellen,  wife  of  David  Shoaf;  and  Jonathan,  who 
died  in  childhood.  Mr.  Barker  was  a  third  time 
married,  Mrs.  Mary  Staggs  becoming  his  wife. 
He  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious  belief  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  although  he  was 
reared  in  the  Baptist  faith. 

William  Barker  was  a  lad  of  only  twelve  years 
when  he  lost  his  loving  mother,  and  about  four 
years  later  lie  left  home,  learning  the  blacksmith 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  one  year,  when 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  business,  as  he 
was  not  strong  enough  to  pursue  it.  For  several 
years  thereafter  he  worked  by  the  month  for  far- 
mers, or  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do.  In  his 
twenty-fifth  year  he  married  Susanna,  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Catherine  Pithoud.  Seven  children 
came  to  bless  the  hearts  and  home  of  this  worthy 
couple:  Charles;  Thomas;  Sirnetta,  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Brooks;  Emmeline,  Mrs.  Nathan  Newland; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Perry  Davis;  Charlotte,  de- 
ceased; and  Martha,  Mrs.  Oeorge  Downs. 

Though  not  an  aspirant  for  official  honors,  Mr. 
Barker  was  induced  to  accept  the  position  of  Town- 
ship Trustee  for  one  term,  acquitting  himself  as 
such  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.     He 
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is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  to  which 
he  has  belonged  since  becoming  a  voter.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  New  Light  Church. 
The  family  is  greatly  respected  and  esteemed  in 
this  locality,  with  the  history  and  welfare  of  which 
they  have  been  identified  for  many  decades. 


I-^HN 


\Y/OHN  H.  SPENCE,  editor  of  the  Coving- 
ton People's  Paper,  was  born  in  Covington, 
Ind.,  September  4,  1833,  and  has  had  a  con- 
tinual residence  in  that  city  during  all  that 
time, with  the  exception  of  three  years  in  California 
and  two  years  in  Illinois.  During  his  residence  in 
California  he  worked  at  the  case  in  the  Marysville 
(Cal.)  Daily  Express  office,  and  for  a  short  time  had 
charge  of  the  city  route  of  that  paper.  After  com- 
ing back  to  the  States,  he  found  his  parents  living 
in  Illinois,  near  Charleston,  Coles  County.  Here 
he  had  charge  of  the  Coles  County  Ledger,  under 
the  ownership  of  John  B.  East  on,  for  a  time, 
but  later,  leaving  that  town,  he,  with  Mr.  Rufus 
Hooton,  established  the  Mattoon  Gazelle  in  the 
year  1857,  it  being  the  first  paper  published  in 
that  city.  Then  selling  out  his  one-half  inter- 
est to  Mr.  Hooton,  he  moved  back  to  Coving- 
ton and  purchased  the  People's  Friend  from  Mr. 
Cowan,  and  had  charge  of  that  paper  for  fourteen 
years,  when  he  sold  his  entire  interest  to  Mr.  Ezra 
Voris.  After  remaining  out  of  the  business  a  short 
time,  he  went  to  Veedersburg,  the  same  county,  and 
established  the  pioneer  paper  in  that  town,  the 
Fountain  County  Herald.  After  publishing  it  about 
three  months,  he  removed  the  plant  to  Attica, 
changing  the  title  of  the  paper  to  that  of  the  At- 
tica Herald;  here  he  stayed  for  a  short  time  only, 
removing  to  LaFayette,  Ind.,  having  received  as- 
surances of  a  large  subscription  and  paying  support 
in  advertising  and  job  work  from  the  Greenback 
party.  It  was  in  this  city  he  left  the  Democratic 
party  and  joined  hands  with  the  Republicans,  again 
changing  the  name  of  the  paper  to  the  LaFayette 
Republican.     He  remained  in  LaFayette  until  after 
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the  hard-fought  political  battle  of  1874,  assisting 
very  materially  in  achieving  a  big  victory  for  the 
Republicans.  Late  in  the  fall  he  boxed  and  ship- 
ped the  plant  to  Covington,  where  he  has  remained, 
fighting  vigorously  for  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  In  1886,  Mr.  W.  F.  Vogt  became 
possessed  of  the  entire  plant  (retaining  Mr.  Spence 
as  editor),  and  he  has  added  to  the  material  of  the 
office  and  established  it  on  a  firm  foundation.  As 
a  citizen,  Mr.  Spence  has  ever  been  an  earnest 
worker  in  behalf  of  his  birthplace,  believing  that 
Covington  was  destined  by  location,  the  fine  agri- 
cultural land  surrounding  it  on  all  sides,  its  mag- 
nificent forests  of  hard-wood  timber,  the  unlimited 
supply  of  coal  underlying  the  soil  surrounding  the 
city,  the  magnificent  water-range  on  her  western 
border,  the  beautiful  streams  adjoining,  and  the 
purity  of  the  waters,  both  medicinal  and  for  do- 
mestic purposes,  to  become  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous towns  in  the  State,  and  all  that  was  lacking 
to  build  her  up  and  make  her  one  of  the  leading 
and  prettiest  cities  in  Indiana  was  capital  to  de- 
velop the  natural  resources.  That  day  has  come, 
and  the  editor  has  lived  to  see  it,  even  though  he 
is  "the  oldest  inhabitant"  and  the  oldest  native- 
born  Covingtonian  now  residing  in  the  citv. 


WILLIAM  R,  PENCE  is  the  senior  member 
of  the  enterprising  firm  of  Pence  ife  Gray, 
general  merchandise,  grain,  poultry  and 
produce  dealers,  of  Catlin,  Parke  County,  and  was 
born  February  19,  1860,  in  this  county.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Agnes  E.  (Gilpin)  Pence,  of 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  who  came  to  Parke  County 
in  1859.  Mr.  Pence  has  always  followed  the  vo- 
cation of  a  farmer  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
representatives  of  his  class.  This  worthy  gen- 
tleman and  wife  are  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
six  sons  and  one  daughter:  Thomas,  Charles,  El- 
mer, Frank,  Alva,  he  of  whem  we  write,  and  Miss 
Mary,  who  yet  lives  under  the  parental  roof. 
The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  af- 
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ter  the  manner  of  farmer  lads,  working  on  the 
farm  and  going  to  school.  He  completed  his  edu- 
cation at  the  Normal  School  at  Danville,  Ind.,  and 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.  While  at  the  former  place  he 
met  Lawrence  O.  Gray,  who  was  also  attending 
school,  and  who  is  now  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm.  This  co-partnership  is  the  culmination  of 
strong  ties  of  friendship  formed  by  these  two 
young  men  during  their  college  days.  For  a  biog- 
raphy of  Mr.  Gray  see  another  page  of  this 
work. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  Mr.  Pence  began  his 
first  day  of  school  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  count}',  and  continued  in  this  work  for  five 
years  with  the  best  of  success.  To  the  regret  of 
his  patrons  and  many  pupils,  he  retired  from  this 
field  of  labor  to  enter  into  the  business  world  by 
purchasing  the  small  and  shelf-worn  stock  of 
goods  of  George  W.  Hansel,  of  Catlin,  this  coun- 
ty. For  these  goods  he  paid  $750,  and  at  once 
commenced  to  cater  to  the  demands  of  the  public. 
Through  his  business  tact  and  talent  he  soon 
discovered  that  his  stock  of  goods  was  incomplete 
in  variety  as  well  as  quantity,  and  he  at  once  be- 
gan adding  to  his  diminishing  stock  a  well-select- 
ed and  larger  assortment  of  general  merchandise. 
As  his  stock  increased  so  did  his  trade,  until  he  was 
forced  to  increase  his  storeroom,  which  he  did  by 
erecting  a  fine,  modern-stjle  and  substantial 
building,  30x85  feet  in  dimensions,  which  he  at 
once  filled  with  goods  that  will  now  invoice 
over  $5,000. 

January  1,  1892,  these  two  young  men  formed 
their  present  co-partnership,  and  from  that  date 
have  filled  a  long-felt  want  of  the  many  farmers 
of  their  section,  namely:  that  of  a  market  where 
they  could  dispose  advantageously  of  their  grain, 
produce  and  poultry.  For  these  commodities  this 
firm  pays  the  highest  cash  prices  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  market  of  the  cities  will  warrant  them 
in  doing.  They  dress  all  their  poultry  and  ship 
many  thousand  pounds  of  it  annually.  Their 
grain  shipments  in  1892  were  large,  more  than 
had  been  shipped  from    this  place  for  years. 

March  31,  1887,  was  the  nuptial  day  of  Mr. 
Pence  and  Miss  Margaret  Ernst,  the  only  daughter 
and  living  child    of    William    and  Malm  la  Ernst, 


natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  residents  of  Catlin. 
Mrs.  Pence  had  two  brothers,  Oliver  and  Albert. 
The  former  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  the  lat- 
ter was  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  boiler  in  a 
mill  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age.  Iioth  were 
promising  young  men.  Mrs.  Pence  was  born  No- 
vember 1,  1868,  and  is  a  woman  of  bright  intel- 
lectual qualifications  as  well  as  domestic  ability. 
A  lady  of  fine  conversitional  talent,  sociable  and 
agreeable,  she  is  closely  allied  with  the  Christian 
Church,  of  which  she  is  a  consistent  member.  She 
is  the  mother  of  two  daughters:  Lola  M.,  born  May 
8,  1889,  and  Ruby,  born  June  27,  1891. 

Mr.  Pence  held  the  office  of  Postmaster  for  two 
years  under  President  Cleveland's  administration, 
which  position  he  filled  in  a  trustworthy  manner. 
He  is  an  energetic  Democrat  and  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  conventions  during  the  last 
Presidential  campaign.  Socially,  he  is  one  of 
those  gentlemen  always  ready  to  make  everybody 
happy,  and  at  his  home  a  stranger  as  well  his 
friends  finds  a  ready  welcome. 


~^=^>-^-<I= 
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ffi  AMES  A.  SANDERS,  the  popular  Justice  of 
I  the  Peace  in  Jackson  Township,  and  for 
.^  i  many  years  a  well-known  farmer  of  Foun- 
'^^fJ  tain  County,  Ind.,  is  in  the  widest  signifi- 
cance of  the  term  a  representative  and  progressive 
citizen,  and  has  long  been  actively  identified  with 
the  political  interests  and  general  welfare  of  the 
count}'.  Always  ready  to  give  his  energetic  assist- 
ance in  the  march  of  improvement,  his  ability  was 
recognized  by  his  appointment  and  subsequent  elec- 
tion in  1880  to  the  responsible  position  of  Trustee 
of  Jackson  Township.  As  Trustee  he  served  two 
teams  of  two  years  each,  and  gave  to  the  conduct 
of   public  affairs  thorough  and  efficient  attention. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Yielding)  Sanders.  They 
were  both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  early  left 
their  children  orphans.  Their  two  daughters  grew 
up  in  Tennessee,  and  afterward  located  in  Missis, 
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sippi.  Their  only  son,  Joel  M.,  born  in  1813,  in 
Franklin  County,  Tenn.,  was  bound  out  when  but 
a  little  boy,  and  in  1827  went  to  Parke  County, 
and  there  remained,  growing  up  to  manhood,  and 
in  the  same  county  afterward  made  a  home  of  his 
own.  In  February,  1841,  he  married  Miss  Susan 
M.  (Allen)  Sanders,  who  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  born  in  Scott  County,  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
in  1818.  Mrs.  Joel  Sanders  settled  in  Parke 
County  in  1834,  and  there  made  the  acquaintance 
of  her  husband.  She  survived  her  marriage  but 
six  years,  and,  dj'ing,  left  to  the  care  of  their  father 
two  motherless  little  ones,  our  subject,  James,  who 
was  born  November  23,  1841,  and  his  brother, 
David  T. 

The  bereaved  husband  and  father  survived  many 
years,  and  continued  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing duties.  He  was  a  standi  and  prominent  Dem- 
ocrat in  Parke  County,  and  widely  known  and 
highly  respected.  His  son  David  T.  died  in  1874, 
and  left  a  widow  and  three  children,  two  of  whom 
yet  survive,  and  are  William  H.  Sanders,  and  Min- 
nie J.,  the  wife  of  David  Allen,  of  Parke  County. 
Our  subject  received  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  completed 
his  studies  in  the  academy.  In  1865  James  San- 
ders and  Miss  Manda  Myers  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Sanders  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Fine)  Myers,  who  located  in  the  county 
in  1830,  and  who  are  prominent  in  business,  social 
and  church  work.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  a  family  of  four  children.  Susan  is  the 
wife  of  John  Gray,  of  Montgomery  County,  Ind; 
David  W.  was  named  in  honor  of  his  uncle;  Mat- 
tie  and  Roy  complete  the  list  of  merry  children 
who   brought   happiness  into  their  parents'  home. 

These  sons  and  daughters  are  taking  an  active 
interest  in  life's  duties,  and  together  with  their  fa- 
ther and  mother  are  an  important  element  in 
the  various  benevolent  and  social  enterprises  of 
their  immediate  locations.  Mr.  Sanders  owns 
a  highly  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  valu- 
able land.  A  lifelong  farmer,  he  well  under- 
stands the  duties  and  work  of  general  agriculture, 
and  the  excellent  improvements  and  good  build- 
ings on  his  farm  indicate  the  thrift  and  wise 
management  of    the    prosperous    owner.     In    the 


conduct  of  his  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  our 
subject  has  given  general  satisfaction  by  his  im- 
partial and  judicial  rulings.  Fair-minded,  honest 
and  energetic,  Squire  Sanders,  as  he  is  familiarly 
designated,  is  acknowledged  to  be  fully  equal  to 
all  the,  sometimes  perplexing,  duties  which  fre- 
quently are  his  portion  in  the  daily  conduct  of  his 
business. 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  vote  for  George  B. 
McClellan,  in  1864,  and  has  been  as  strong  a 
Democrat  ever  since  as  was  his  father  before  him. 
He  was  at  one  time  candidate  for  the  State  Legis- 
lature, but  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority. 
Mr.  Sanders  is  an  ardent  admirer  of  Thomas  A. 
Hendricks,  whose  wise  judgment  and  spotless 
character  have  commended  him  to  thousands  of 
political  friends.  Our  subject  is  a  Master  Mason, 
and  conscientiously  endeavors  at  all  times  to  live 
up  to  the  high  standard  of  its  honorable  require- 
ments. 
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,..,  OSES  R.  BURKS  was  a  strong  Union  man 
'/'  iV  during  the  war,  in  which  he  lost  a  brother, 
S  William,  who  died  after  coming  home,  from 
exposure  while  in  the  service.  He  is  en- 
gaged in  carrying  on  his  farm,  which  is  situated  on 
section  31,  Greene  Township,  Parke  County,  where 
he  owns  seventy-nine  acres,  having  also  recently 
sold  eighty  acres  of  the  old  homestead.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  he  rents  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  which  with  the  able  assistance 
of  his  son  he  also  cultivates.  Mr.  Burks  is  the 
owner  of  an  evaporator  for  making  maple  syrup 
with  which  this  present  year,  1893,  he  has  already 
made  three  hundred  gallons.  The  firm  of  G.  H. 
Grinn  &  Co.  are  the  manufacturers  of  the  ma- 
chinery, and  it  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  have 
seen  the  workings  of  the  same  to  be  the  best  and 
most  complete  ever  put  before  the  public. 

Moses  Burks,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Garrard  County 
Ky.,  April  7,  1802,  being  the  son  of  Thomas  Burks, 
an  early  settler  of  that  region.  On  arriving  at 
manhood,  Moses  Burks  was  married   in  Kentucky 
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to  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  John  Van  Cleave,  of 
Jessamine  County,  Ky.  For  some  time  after  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Burks  engaged  in  farming  in  Gar- 
rard County,  where  two  of  his  children,  John  and 
Sarah,  were  born.  In  1828,  coming  to  Indiana,  he 
entered  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  the  Government, 
on  section  32,  Greene  Township,  afterward  biding 
an  additional  forty  acres.  The  land  was  heavily 
timbered,  and  his  home  was  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest.  This  farm  he  cleared  and  greatly  im- 
proved, making  his  home  upon  it  until  he  was 
called  from  the  scene  of  his  labors  by  the  Death 
Angel,  in  1875.  His  wife,  who  was  ninety  years 
old  December  13,  1892,  is  still  living  in  Putraan 
County,  Ind. 

Of  the  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moses 
Burks,  Sr.,  six  are  still  living,  viz.:  Rev.  James,  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now 
located  in  Illinois;  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  Liberty 
Hicks,  a  teamster  at  Fulton,  Kan.;  Nancy,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Thomas  Hughes,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  near  Fairmount,  111.;  Elizabeth,  who 
lives  in  the  same  locality,  the  widow  of  Jonathan 
Stalker;  our  subject,  who  is  next;  and  Louisa  J., 
wife  of  Alexander  Breckenridge,  a  farmer  and 
stock-dealer  of  Putnam  County,  Ind.  These  chil- 
dren were  all  given  common-school  educations,  and 
our  subject  went  for  twelve  months  to  the  graded 
school  at  Bellmore,  after  which  lie  engaged  in 
teaching  for  one  term. 

Until  his  marriage  in  1868,  Mr.  Burks  remained 
with  his  father.  In  that  year  he  wedded  Martha 
Eleanor  Clark,  whose  father  came  to  Parke 
Count)'  from  Kentucky  with  his  family  at  an 
earl)'  day,  settling  on  the  homestead  now  operated 
by  our  subject,  where  the  latter  settled  imme- 
diately after  his  marriage.  Robert  Clark,  Mrs. 
Burks'  father,  was  a  Democrat,  and  as  such  repre- 
sented this  county  in  the  State  Legislature  at  one 
time.  Mrs.  Burks  departed  this  life  September  2, 
1890.  leaving  one  child,  Jesse  R.,  who  lives  at 
home  and  is  in  partnership  with  his  father.  He 
married  Laura,  daughter  of  John  A.  Peyton,  who 
lives  on  section  32,  Greene  Township,  and  whose 
sketch  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Politically,  Mr.  Burks  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a 
member    of    the   Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Associa- 


tion. He  was  President  of  the  County  Assembly 
for  nine  months,  and  has  been  President  and  Re- 
corder of  the  lodge.  In  the  work  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  he  has  been  active  for  many 
years,  at  the  present  time  being  one  of  the  stew- 
ards, and  for  eighteen  years  was  an  exhorter  in 
the  denomination.  In  addition  to  his  farming 
operations,  Mr.  Burks  and  his  son  are  running  a 
stock  stable,  keeping  a  fine  grade  of  horses  and 
mules. 


\H  AMES  H.  MARTIN.  Among  the  honored 
pioneers  and  leading  farmers  of  Parke 
County,  no  one  is  held  in  higher  respect 
than  is  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write, 
who  owns  a  well-improved  farm  on  section  32, 
Union  Township.  He  was  born  in  Spartanburg, 
S.  C,  August  2,  1820.  His  father,  John  Martin, 
was  born  in  1766.  He  removed  to  Parke  County, 
Ind.,  in  1821,  locating  in  Union  Township,  where 
he  erected  a  log  house,  which  was  his  home  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  for  he  died  in  1827.  Our 
subject's  grandfather,  David  Martin,  was  a  farmer 
in  South  Carolina.  The  wife  of  John  Martin, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Farris,  was  born 
in  1802,  in  South  Carolina.  Of  this  marriage 
were  born  twelve  children,  nine  sons  and  three 
daughters,  who  all  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  were  reared  in  the  wilderness  of  Parke 
County.  Of  this  large  family  most  have  passed 
away,  our  subject  and  his  sister  Euphemia,  widow 
of  John  Harney,  being  the  only  survivors. 

James  II.  Maitin  was  the  youngest  child  in  his 
father's  family,  and  was  only  an  infant  when  his 
parents  removed  to  this  county.  His  school  pri- 
vileges were  of  the  most  meagre  description,  being 
those  of  the  frontier  log  schoolhouse  type.  His 
father  having  died  when  he  was  only  a  child  of 
seven  years,  he  was  necessarily  obliged  to  work  in 
his  tender  years.  He  remained  with  his  mother 
until  he  was  married,  and  she  in  turn  made  her 
home  with  him  until   she    was  called    to   her   final 
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rest.  Our  subject's  first  union  was  with  Miss  Ma- 
tilda Gard,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children:  Rob- 
ert, Atlanta,  Margaret,  Ithal,  Oliver,  Matilda, 
Phoebe,  Mary  and  John.  After  his  first  wife's 
death,  our  subject  wedded  Mary  Johnson,  widow 
of  David  Harney,  who  was  born  in  Virginia.  By 
that  union  she  had  six  children:  Henry,  George, 
David,  Susan,  James,  and  an  infant  who  died  un- 
named. 

Mr.  Martin  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  since 
he  was  a  year  old.  It  comprises  four  hundred  and 
forty-five  acres,  almost  all  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation. A  large  share  of  the  place  our  subject  has 
cleared  himself,  and  has  greatly  increased  its  use- 
fulness and  value  by  the  many  improvements  he  has 
placed  upon  it.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  as  an  agriculturist  has  been 
very  successful,  as  he  was  brought  up  as  a  farmer's 
lad,  learning  all  the  details  of  the  work.  In  his 
political  faith,  he  is  a  Republican. 


AN  MERRELL,  an  old  settler  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  and  a  farmer  of  many 
years'  experience,  owning  and  occupying 
a  good  farm  on  section  11,  Wayne  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  in  1819. 
His  grandfather  was  a  native  of  England,. and  died 
there  in  the  fullness  of  time.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Benjamin  Merrell,  was  also  born  in  Ohio, 
coming  of  one  of  its  earliest  pioneer  families.  He 
in  turn  became  a  pioneer,  migrating  with  his  wife 
and  children  to  this  county  in  1827,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  fiist  to  settle  in  what  is  now  Ripley 
Township,  locating  on  a  tract  of  Government  land 
on  the  Perryville  Road,  and  spending  his  few 
remaining  3'ears  in  the  hard  task  of  producing  a 
farm  from  the  forests.  Death  stayed  his  labors 
in  1833.  His  widow  survived  him  many  years, 
dying  at  an  advanced  age  in  1879.  They  had  six 
children:  our  subject;  Sarah,  who  married  Will- 
iam White,  of  Illinois,  and  died  in   this  township; 


Anna,  who  first  married  a  Mr.  Boyd,  and  after  his 
demise  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Brown,  who  died 
while  on  a  trip  to  California;  Effle,  who  married 
Mr.  White,  and  lived  in  Illinois  thereafter  until 
her  death;  James,  a  resident  of  Grant  Count}',  who 
was  born  after  the  family  came  to  Indiana,  and  who 
married  Miss  Rosanna  Reede;  and  John,  who  was 
also  born  in  Indiana,  was  a  volunteer  in  an  Iowa 
regiment  during  the  war,  and  died  from  a  disease 
contracted  while  in  the  army. 

When  the  subject  of  this  brief  biographical 
sketch  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  went  to 
Waynetown,  where  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  a 
cooper.  In  due  time  he  bought  eight}'  acres  of 
land,  continuing  his  old  employment  until  he  had 
paid  for  his  place.  He  subsequently  added  to  it 
by  further  purchase,  and  now  owns  a  choice  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  one  acres,  which  is  well  sup- 
plied with  buildings  for  various  purposes,  and  its 
fertile  harvest  fields,  well  drained  by  tiles,  yield 
abundant  crops  in  repayment  for  careful  tillage. 
While  a  resident  of  Waynetown,  where  he  first 
commenced  to  keep  house,  Mr.  Merrell  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  burned  out,  but  by  patient  and 
unremitting  labor  he  made  up  his  loss,  and  is  in 
comfortable  circumstances  to-day.  In  1880  he 
built  a  modern  house  on  his  farm,  comprising 
seven  rooms,  at  a  cost  of  $1,50(1. 

Mr.  Merrell  was  married  in  this  township  in 
1843  to  Ann,  daughter  of  Basil  Tracy.  Then- 
wedded  life  was  brought  to  an  untimely  end  by 
her  death  in  1861,  after  they  had  lived  together 
in  mutual  happiness  eighteen  years.  They  had  had 
eight  children:  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  in  1844,  and 
now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Shipman,  a  farmer  of  Benton 
County;  Sarah  Ann,  who  was  born  in  1847,  and 
died  in  1848;  Lydia,  born  in  1849,  and  now  the 
wife  of  J.  H.  Biddle,  of  Benton  County;  Thomas, 
who  was  born  in  1851,  and  died  in  1852;  Basil  T., 
a  farmer,  who  was  born  in  1853,  and  married  a 
Miss  Bonncll,  and  resides  with  his  father;  Nancy 
A.,  who  was  born  in  1856,  and  died  in  1886;  Will- 
iam B.,  who  was  born  in  1858,  and  married  a  Miss 
Rusk,  of  Moundsville,  Mo.;  and  John  D.,  who  was 
born  in  1860,  married  Maggie  Johnson,  and  re- 
sides on  his  father's  farm.  Our  subject  was  a  sec- 
ond   time  married,    in    1863,  this  time    to    Mary 
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Combs,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky.  In  1891  he 
was  again  deprived  of  the  loving  companionship 
and  assistance  of  a  good  wife  by  death. 

Mr.  Merrell's  record  in  life  is  unblemished,  con- 
scientious and  upright  motives  governing  his  daily 
acts,  and  the  Baptist  Church  lias  found  in  him  an 
exemplary  member  ever  since  he  connected  him- 
self with  it.  He  is  quite  a  keen  politician,  a  stanch 
advocate  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  held 
various  local  offices,  having  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Assessor  for  six  years,  and  at  one  time 
was  Supervisor  of  the  township. 


EVANS  CLAYPOOL  is  pleasantly  situated 
on  section  21,  Shawnee  Township,  where  he 
1  owns  one  of  the  fine  farms  for  which  Foun- 
tain County  is  so  justl}7  celebrated.  This  was  also 
the  place  of  his  birth,  which  occurred  February  24, 
1825.  His  father,  Wilson  Claypool,  was  born  in 
Randolph  County,  Va.,  August  17,  1798,  and  was 
a  son  of  Abraham  Claypool,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Ross  County,  Ohio,  whither  he  emigrated  from 
Virginia  when  the  father  of  our  subject  was  two 
years  of  age.  The  latter  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  early  became  a  practical  farmer.  Af- 
ter his  marriage,  March  2,  1824,  with  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Evans,  a  prominent  farmer  of  High- 
land County,  he  came  to  Indiana  and  settled  for 
the  summer  at  Connersville.  In  October  of  that 
year  he  wended  his  way  through  the  wilderness  to 
Shawnee  Township,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  lo- 
cate at  this  point.  He  bought  land  on  section  21, 
and  busied  himself  in  the  years  that  followed  in 
reclaiming  it  from  a  state  of  nature.  He  first 
built  a  little  cabin,  in  which  he  and  his  family  lived 
two  years,  and  he  then  replaced  it  by  the  substan- 
tial house  which  is  still  standing  on  the  place, and 
this  was  his  home  until  he  closed  his  eyes  in  death, 
July  18,  1876.  When  he  came  here  there  were 
but  few  settlers;  Indians  remained  at  their  old 
haunts,  and  deer,  wild    turkeys    and    other   game 


were  plentiful,  so  that  whatever  else  the  family 
lacked  in  pioneer  days,  they  were  always  provided 
with  the  choicest  of  wild  meats.  Mr.  Claypool  was 
much  prospered  in  his  calling,  and,  adding  from 
time  to  time  to  his  original  purchase,  he  had  seven 
hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  politics,  he  allied  himself  with  the  Whigs  in 
early  days. 

His  wife  survives  him,  living  with  her  son  on 
the  old  homestead,  and  is  probabl}'  the  oldest  set- 
tler residing  in  the  county.  She  was  born  Novem- 
ber 13,  1805,  and  is  still  strong  and  active  for  a 
woman  of  her  advanced  years.  She  has  ever  led 
a  Christian  life,  and  has  for  many  years  been  an 
earnest  working  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  She  and  her  husband  had  eight  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Nine  of  their  children  grew  to 
maturity,  and  seven  are  still  living,  namety:  Pivans; 
Benjamin,  who  was  born  Ma3r  27,  1820,  and  died 
in  infancy;  Horatio  R.,  who  was  born  February  24, 
1828,  and  is  in  business  at  Covington;  Solomon  C, 
born  August  17,  1829,  and  a  prominent  lawyer 
of  Indianapolis;  Robert  W.  C,  who  was  born  March 
12,  1831,  and  is  a  farmer  at  Williamsport;  Augustus 
Lewis,  who  was  born  January  22, 1833,  and  is  now 
in  business  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  John  W.  Bookwalter;  Abraham,  who  was 
born  January  28,  1835,  and  is  a  stock-dealer  at 
Ludlow,  111.;  Jacob  C,  who  was  born  March  2, 
1840,  was  a  Lieutenant  of  Company  II,  Sixty-third 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  sacrificed  his  life  for  his 
country,  dying  of  sickness  while  in  the  army;  Eliza- 
beth, who  was  born  March  21,  1842,  married  Nel- 
son Case,  and  died  February  2,  1892;  and  Sarah 
Maria,  who  was  born  January  14,  184G,and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Shannon,  a  farmer  of  Kansas. 

Evans  Cla3-pool  received  a  practical  training  in 
farming,  and  for  several  years  devoted  himself  to 
agncultuial  pursuits,  and  kept  his  farm  of  three 
hundred  acres  up  to  a  good  standard  of  cultiva- 
tion, but  he  has  now  retired  from  active  labor,  his 
farm,  which  is  the  source  of  a  handsome  income, 
being  operated  by  a  tenant. 

Our  subject's  early  educational  advantages  were 
exceedingly  limited,  as  he  was  brought  up  under 
a  pioneer  regime,  and  the  schools  of  his  boyhood 
days  were  of  an  inferior  class.    Rut  being  of  a  sludi- 
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ous  nature,  he  lias  by  a  course  of  extended  and  ju- 
dicious reading,  coupled  with  excellent  powers  of 
observation,  become  well  informed  on  all  general 
subjects,  and  is  well  posted  on  the  current  topics  of 
the  time.  Politically,  Mr.  Claypool  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  uses  his  influence  to  promote  the 
interests  of  that  part}'.  He  enjoys  a  high  reputa- 
tion and  standing  in  the  community  as  a  thoroughly 
honest,  trustworthy  man,  and  has  the  full  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


>G 


ROF.  JACOB  F.  WARFEL,  Superintendent 
of  the  public  schools  at  Ladoga,  a  popu- 
lar instructor  in  the  Normal  at  this  place, 
and  editor  of  the  Ladoga  Leader,  is  a  young 
man  of  marked  talent  and  fine  scholarship,  who 
has  already  won  a  distinguished  position  among 
the  foremost  of  the  intelligent  and  progressive 
educators  of  this,  his  native  State.  He  was  born 
on  a  farm  near  Indianapolis,  in  Marion  Count}', 
May  3,  1857.  He  was  reared  chiefly  on  a  farm, 
and  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  to  satisfy 
his  eager  desire  for  learning,  his  only  chance  for 
attending  school  being  limited  to  a  few  weeks 
each  winter.  When  he  was  ten  years  old  the  boy 
was  left  fatherless,  and  from  that  time  he  had  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  Fortunately,  he 
was  gifted  with  a  resolute,  self-reliant  spirit,  was 
willing  to  do  whatsoever  he  could,  and  was  am- 
bitious to  succeed.  He  worked  out  and  earned  all 
the  money  he  had  to  spend,  and  entirely  by  his 
own  efforts  has  risen  to  his  present  position. 

Our  subject  determined  to  secure  a  higher  edu- 
cation, and  kept  that  purpose  steadily  in  mind 
until  he  was  able  to  put  it  into  execution  by  en- 
tering the  Normal  School  at  Ladoga  in  1876.  He 
completed  the  Teachers'  Scientific  and  Classical 
Course  in  four  years,  and  his  brilliant  record  as  a 
scholar  won  for  him  the  honor  of  being  placed  at 


the  head  of  his  alma  mater  as  President  of  the  in- 
stitution. His  appointment  was  for  a  term  of  five 
years,  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  he  resigned  the 
office  to  accept  a  position  in  Hadley  &  Roberts' 
Academy,  at  Indianapolis.  He  taught  there  for 
one  year,  and  then  became  Principal  of  the  High 
School  at  Frankfort.  But  at  the  end  of  a  year  he 
was  induced  to  return  to  the  Normal,  with  which 
he  has  since  been  connected  as  one  of  its  compe- 
tent corps  of  teachers.  For  the  past  five  years  he 
has  been  Superintendent  of  public  schools  also, 
and  has  devoted  his  energies  to  keeping  them 
up  to  a  high  standard  of  education. 

Prof.  Warfel  purchased  the  Ladoga  Leader  De- 
cember 1,  1890,  and  by  his  happy  venture  into 
journalism  he  has  simply  widened  his  sphere  of 
usefulness  as  a  teacher.  The  paper  is  well  con- 
ducted, its  editorials  are  bright  and  thoughtful 
expositions  of  current  topics,  and  it  has  rapidly 
gained  favor  with  the  public. 

Our  subject  holds  a  teacher's  life  certificate  from 
the  State,  and  is  well  known  as  an  educator.  He 
is  in  demand  as  a  lecturer  at  summer  institutes, 
where  his  clear,  decisive  and  pleasing  method  of 
imparting  instruction  has  gained  him  a  wide  repu- 
tation among  the  teachers  of  Indiana,  and  often 
has  been  an  inspiration  to  more  earnest  effort  on 
their  part. 


1|/OHN  H.  NEWLIN.  Among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Parke  County  is  he  of  whom  we 
.^  write,  who  was  born  in  Washington  Town- 
^f)  ship,  north  of  Marshall,  September  2,  1836, 
being  a  son  of  John  and  Ruth  (Hinshaw)  Ncwlin, 
who  were  honored  pioneers  of  this  region.  Our 
subject  now  owns  one  hundred  and  thirt3'-eight 
acres,  located  on  section  21,  Sugar  Creek  Town- 
ship, which  place  he  has  engaged  in  cultivating 
since  1879,  at  which  time  he  became  its  owner.  He 
is  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  and  has  also  worked 
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somewhat  at  the  blacksmith  trade,  which  he  picked 
up  when  a  boy.  He  is  a  loyal  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  served  most  acceptably  for 
eight  years  in  this  township  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Friends'  Church, 
in  the  faith  of  which  he  was  brought  up,  his  par- 
ents both  being  Quakers.  For  some  time  he  was 
an  Elder,  and  is  now  serving  as  a  minister. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Joshua  and  Achsah  (Vestal)  Newlin,  the  former  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  married 
and  reared  his  family.  In  1827  he  removed  to 
Indiana,  locating  in  Parke  County,  south  of  our 
subject's  present  home.  He  entered  a  farm  from 
the  Government,  having  come  here  prospecting, 
and  then  returned  for  his  family  and  household 
effects,  which  he  removed  in  wagons.  He  lived 
to  see  great  changes  in  the  locality,  and  improved 
his  farm,  placing  good  buildings  upon  it.  He  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Friends'  Church, 
and  in  politics  he  was  an  old-line  Whig.  His 
family  comprised  twelve  children,  as  follows:  Eli, 
who  married  Polly  Edwards;  Ruth,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Hobson;  Sally,  wife  of  James  Underwood; 
John;  Nathan,  who  married  Sally  Hackett;  Eunice, 
who  first  married  Aaron  Pickett,  and  after  his 
death  became  the  wife  of  Parris  Mendinghall; 
Calvin,  who  chose  for  his  wife  Rebecca  Hadley; 
Edith,  wife  of  Thomas  Stafford;  Polly,  Mrs.  Aaron 
Hobson;  Alfred,  who  died  when  young;  Enos, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Rubottom;  and  Luda,  wife 
of  Milton  Rubottom. 

When  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  John  New- 
lin, Sr.,  was  married  in  North  Carolina,  and  on 
coming  to  Parke  County  with  his  parents  he  also 
entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land,  to  which  in  the  course  of  time  lie 
added  eighty  acres  and  became  the  owner  of  four 
hundred  acres  in  Sugar  Creek  Township,  as  well 
as  of  small  tracts  in  other  places.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  money  advanced  hirn  by  his  father 
to  enter  his  quarter-section  of  land,  he  received 
no  assistance,  but  hewed  out  his  own  fortune.  On 
ids  farm  he  first  made  a  small  cabin  of  undressed 
logs,  which  was  later  replaced  with  a  larger  one 
of  hewed  logs,  which  was  again  supplanted  by  a 
substantial  frame  house.     His  business  enterprises 


were  not  limited  to  farming  alone,  for  he  had 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed 
more  or  less,  and,  having  also  become  proficient 
as  a  hatter,  for  some  time  he  carried  on  a  hat 
shop.  On  Mill  Creek  lie  at  one  time  owned  four 
hundred  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  erected  a  saw- 
mill. In  1841  he  made  a  successful  trip  with  pro- 
duce down  the  rivers  to  New  Orleans,  freighting 
witli  teams  to  Cincinnati,  Lawrenceburg,  Chicago 
and  Louisville  frequently.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Quaker  Church,  and  in  politics  was  an 
old-line  Whig.  His  wife  is  yet  living  on  the  old 
homestead,  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  She  has  been  the  mother  of  eight  children: 
Melinda,  deceased;  Jesse,  deceased,  who  married 
Plut'be  Ellis;  Eunice,  Mrs.  Oliver  Carter;  John 
II.;  Ruth,  Mrs.  John  Chapman;  Rhoda,  wife  of 
Calvin  Hobson^  Joshua,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years;  and  William,  deceased,  whose  wife 
was  formerly  Samantha  Campbell. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject  were 
those  of  the  district  school,  and  when  he  was  only 
seventeen  years  old  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Lydia  (New- 
land)  Hobson.  Mrs.  Newlin  is  a  native  of  Parke 
County  and  is  one  of  ten  children.  Her  parents 
were  born  in  North  Carolina.  Nine  children 
came  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  New- 
lin. Alpheus  died  when  nineteen  years  old;  Maty 
L.  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years;  Ehna  is  the 
wife  of  Harvey  Kennedy;  Jesse,  deceased,  mar- 
ried Laura  Nickle;  Lydia  is  the  widow  of  Miller 
F.  Peek;  Cyrus  died  in  childhood;  Artie  is  de- 
ceased; Charles  ().  died  when  ten  years  old;  and 
Lillie  completes  the  family. 

After  our  subject's  marriage  he  began  renting 
land,  after  which  for  three  years  he  worked  at 
his  father's  mill.  He  was  economical  and  indus- 
trious, thus  managing  to  lay  up  a  snug  little  sum 
of  money.  His  next  move  was  to  buy  seventy 
acres  of  his  father,  for  which  he  paid  $700.  After 
improving  them,  he  removed  to  Howard  County, 
where  he  bought  a  farm  and  lived  for  one  year, 
and  then  returned  to  this  county.  After  that  he 
changed  his  location  twice,  permanently  settling 
in  1879  on  the  farm  he  now  operates. 


J,(^c<^^^lA^lCC/. 
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J|OHN  T.  CAMPBELL,  Surveyor  of  Parke 
County,  resides  at  Rockville.  He  was  born 
/  on  a  farm  near  Montezuma,  this  county, 
May  21,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Rachel  (Ten  Brook)  Campbell.  His  father  was 
born  in  Venice,  Butler  County,  Ohio,  May  11, 
1808,  and  was  the  son  of  John  Campbell,  a  native 
of  Lancaster,  Mass.  The  mother  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  was  born  near  Williamsport, 
Lycoming  County,  June  19,  1814.  Her  father, 
Conrad  Ten  Brook,  was  born  near  Trenton,  N.  J. , 
and  traced  his  ancestry  to  Holland.  During  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  John  Ten  Brook,  father 
of  Conrad,  was  Major  of  a  battalion  which  he  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Trenton.  It  was  the  cus- 
tom to  assign  Dutch  prisoners  to  the  residences  of 
Hollanders  in  order  that  the  soldiers  in  the  service 
of  Great  Britain  might  be  converted  to  sympathize 
with  the  Colonials,  and  after  the  battle  of  Saratoga 
Maj.  Ten  Brook  entertained  at  his  house  the  Hes- 
sian prisoner  and  General,  Baron  Riedesel. 

After  the  Revolutionary  War,  Maj.  Ten  Brook 
sold  his  farm  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  taking  his  pay  in 
Continental  money,  which  was  practically  worth- 
less. Having  made  settlement  in  Lycoming  County, 
Pa.,  he  again  began  the  battle  against  adverse 
circumstances  in  an  effort  to  maintain  his  family. 
From  there  Conrad  removed  to  Butler  County 
Ohio,  and  after  a  residence  of  three  years,  came 
to  Parke  County,  Ind. ,  about  1826.  Here  Rachel 
Ten  Brook  grew  to  womanhood,  and  was  married 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  to  Joseph  Campbell. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
Campbell,  removed  when  young  from  Massachu- 
setts to  Lake  George,  and  later  proceeded  further 
west  into  the  Empire  State.  While  there  he  had 
a  terrible  encounter  with  a  bear,  in  which  he  dis- 
played that  coolness  and  courage  in  the  presence 
of  danger  so  characteristic  of  our  pioneer  fore- 
fathers. The  bear  came  running  down  the  slope 
of  a  hill,  and  dashing  at  its  intended  victim, 
threatened  to  destroy  his  life  in  an  instant.  Seiz- 
ing the  opportune  moment,  Campbell  thrust  the 
muzzle  of  his  gun  down  the  throat  of  Bruin,  and 
the  tables  were  at  once  turned.  In  other  affairs 
he  showed  himself  the  possessor  of  courage,  valor 
and  energy.      From  New  York  he  removed  to  But- 


ler County,  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  fifty  acres 
of  unimproved  land  from  John  Cleve  Sims.  Later 
he  sold  that  tract  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  Paddles  Run,  where  he  resided  for 
several  years.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he 
moved  to  Sullivan  County,  Ind. ,  where  one  of  his 
sons  was  stolen  by  the  Indians  and  never  heard  of 
again.  Thence  he  moved  south  to  Terre  Haute, 
and  purchased  three  hundred  acres,  where  for  a 
time  he  made  his  home.  His  last  days  were  passed 
among  his  children,  and  his  death  occurred  three 
miles  north  of  Montezuma  about  1850. 

Joseph  Campbell  was  six  years  old  when  he  ac- 
companied his  father  to  Sullivan  County.  After 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  when  he  was  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  settled  on  the  "  Wil- 
son "  land,  now  owned  by  Perry  Brown  and  lo- 
cated near  Montezuma.  In  partnership  with  his 
brother  in-law  he  purchased  the  Rockport  Mills, 
which  he  conducted  until  his  death  at  the  age  of 
thirty-four.  His  wife  passed  away  about  ten  days 
previous  to  his  demise.  A  man  of  magnificent 
proportions,  he  was  six  feet  and  four  inches  in 
height  and  was  a  well  known  wrestler,  an  unerring 
shot  and  a  swift  runner.  In  disposition,  he  was 
amiable  and  kind,  rarely  losing  his  temper, 
although  when  he  did  he  became  very  angry.  He 
was  elected  Colonel  of  the  militia  and  was 
familiarly  known  as  Col.  Campbell.  For  some 
time  he  engaged  in  running  a  boat  down  to  New 
Orleans,  and  during  one  of  the  trips  was  in  the 
storm  at  Natchez  when  that  city  was  destroyed  by 
a  whirlwind.  His  boat,  however,  escaped  unin- 
jured. In  politics  he  was  a  strong  adherent  to 
the  principles  of  the  Whig  party.  He  was  a 
Universalist  in  religious  belief. 

John  T.  Campbell  was  one  of  seven  children. 
His  boyhood  days  were  mostly  spent  in  his  father's 
mills  on  Sugar  creek  at  the  head  of  the  gorge 
known  as  the  Devil's  Den  (now  called  Rockport 
Mills).  When  about  four  years  old,  he  fell  over  a 
precipice,  a  distance  of  sixty  feet,  and  landed, 
without  an  injury,  in  a  mud  hole.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  left  home  and  secured  employment  on  a 
farm  in  Vermillion  County,  where  he  remained 
until  he  was  seventeen.  After  leaving  the  farm 
in  Vermillion  County,  he  went  to  Montezuma    and 
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for  seven  months  worked  at  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter with  Aaron  Wade.  He  also  spent  a  short 
time  in  Annapolis,  Parke  County,  and  in  1852 
studied  for  one  term  at  the  Western  Manual  Labor 
School,  now  known  as  Bloomingdale  Academy. 
For  ten  ensuing  years  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  a 
carpenter  during  the  summer,  and  followed  the 
profession  of  a  teacher  in  the  winter  season,  mean- 
time spending  another  term  at  Bloomingdale 
Academy. 

Prom  association  Mr.  Campbell  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  Friends,  and  on  reading  their 
literature  became  enamored  with  their  views  and 
their  anti-war  principles,  which  made  such  an  im- 
pression upon  his  mind  that  he  contemplated  join- 
ing the  society,  but  just  about  that  time  the  Rebels 
fired  on  Fort  Sumter.  His  patriotism  triumphed 
and  he  offered  himself  to  Capt.  Foote  for  service, 
but  was  rejected  on  account  of  deficiency  of  teeth. 
He  then  raised  a  company  of  his  own  in  Parke 
County,  and  on  July  6,  1861,  marched  to  Indian- 
apolis, where  he  was  commissioned  Captain  of  the 
company  known  as  Company  H,  Twenty-first  In- 
diana Infantry. 

The  regiment  was  ordered  to  Baltimore,  where 
the  soldiers  remained  until  February  19,  1802,  and 
thence  removed  to  Newport  News,  where  they 
stayed  until  two  days  before  the  celebrated  en- 
counter between  the  "  Monitor  "  and  the  "  Merri- 
mac."  They  were  then  ordered  to  Ship  Island  to 
join  the  Gulf  Squadron  in  its  attack  on  Forts  Jack- 
son and  Phillips.  Capt.  Campbell's  was  one  of 
three  companies  that  went  up  the  bayou  in  the 
rear  of  the  forts  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns 
to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  Rebels.  They  arrived 
at  New  Orleans  about  April  27,  1802,  and  twenty 
days  later  they  proceeded  to  Baton  Rouge.  At  the 
battle  of  that  place,  which  occurred  August  5, 
1862,  Capt.  Campbell  was  wounded  by  a  shot  be- 
low the  knee  from  which  he  has  not  fully  recov- 
ered. He  remained  in  the  hospital  at  New  Orleans 
from  August  8th  until  October  29,  1862,  when  he 
had  recovered  sufficiently  to  return  home. 

On  June  20, 1863,  Capt.  Campbell  was  appointed 
Assistant  Provost,  Marshal  of  the  Seventh  Con- 
gressional District,  the  duties  of  which  called  him 
to  Rockville,  where  he  has  since  resided.      In    Oc 


tober,  1863,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Parke 
County,  and  served  two  terms,  a  period  of  four 
years  altogether.  From  December,  1869,  until 
July,  1870,  he  held  the  office  of  Assistant  Assessor 
of  Internal  Revenue.  Later  he  opened  a  hotel, 
but  failing  to  make  a  success  of  the  enterprise 
went  out  of  business.  He  has  been  granted  letters 
patent  upon  several  inventions,  the  principal  of 
which  is  a  surveyor's  transit.  In  literary  circles 
he  has  gained  some  prominence,  and  is  the  author 
of  a  pamphlet  on  National  Finance,  which  in  1870 
had  a  wide  circulation.  He  is  a  clear  and  graphic 
writer  and  has  contributed  valuable  articles  to 
local  papers,  as  well  as  to  the  leading  journals  of 
Terre  Haute,  Indianapolis,  New  York  and  Wash- 
ington. 

In  politics  Capt.  Campbell  was  first  a  Republican, 
but  in  1870  adopted  the  principles  of  the  Green- 
back party  and  served  as  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tion at  Columbus  in  1872.  He  acted  with  the 
third  party,  known  a  different  times  under  various 
names,  as  Labor  Reform,  Independent,  National, 
Fusionists,  Farmers'  Alliance,  Grangers,  and  now 
Populists,  until  1884,  when  he  returneed  to  the 
Republican  party.  In  1870-71  he  matured  a  road 
system  in  statutory  form  for  creating,  con- 
structing, repairing  and  maintaining  the  public 
highways,  on  which  he  took  out  a  copyright  in 
1871.  He  offered  it  to  the  Indiana  Legislature 
five  times  free  of  charge,  if  they  would  adopt  it, 
but  the  members  from  the  hilly  counties  all  voted 
against  it  as  being  too  radical.  During  the  winter 
of  1879  Capt.  Campbell  secured  a  clerkship  in  the 
Senate  in  order  that  he  might  have  every  oppor- 
tunity to  urge  the  Committee  on  Roads  to  adopt 
the  system,  still  offering  it  free  to  Indiana.  He 
employed  the  late  Charles  H.  Test  to  write  an 
opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  his  copyright  as 
against  the  state  The  Judge  held  that  while  he 
could  not  enjoin  the  state  from  using  and  appro- 
priating his  right,  he  could  enjoin  any  of  the 
state's  officers  individually  from  working  under  any 
law  that  should  infringe  his  copyright;  that  the 
state  could  not  authorize  any  of  its  officers  to  do 
an  illegal  act.  Capt.  Campbell  has  been  a  very  act- 
ive factor  in  working  up  Parke  County  until  it 
now  has  the  fiuest  gravel  roads  of  any  section  of 
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the  country.  For  ten  years  he  studied  road-mak- 
ing and  the  road  resources  of  his  county,  and 
talked,  urged,  planned  and  wrote  in  the  local  pa- 
pers on  the  subject  of  improving  the  roads.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  he  was  making  no  impression 
on  the  people,  but  at  length  there  broke  out  an  ep- 
idemic of  gravel  road  building,  and  there  was  such 
a  rush  between  rival  routes  to  get  their  roads  or- 
dered first  that  it  resulted  in  several  law- suits  and 
"  killed  off  "  several  important  roads. 

In  188-4  while  serving,  as  engineer  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  ditch  and  levee  along  the  Wabash 
river  in  Parke  County,  Capt.  Campbell  observed 
that  a  woman  had  emptied  her  straw  mattress  on 
the  very  sandy  road  in  front  of  her  house.  He 
noticed  that  along  the  thirty  feet  of  roadway  where 
the  straw  had  been  tramped  into  and  mixed  with 
the  sand,  the  road,  which  had  before  been  miry 
sand,  in  two  days  became  as  firm  and  solid  as  dry 
clay.  A  few  days  later  on  the  same  sandy  road  he 
observed  that  several  sheaves  of  oats  had  been 
dropped  from  a  wagon,  and  that  one  had  become 
unbound  and  tramped  into  the  sand.  It  too  had 
made  the  road  firm  in  that  place.  He  unbound  the 
other  sheaves  and  scattered  them  along  the  road 
so  that  the  straw  would  be  about  four  inches  deep 
when  loose.  In  a  few  days  that  part  became  as 
firm  as  could  be  desired.  He  watched  it  from 
day  to  day  until  the  falling  snow  hid  it  from  view, 
much  gratified  to  see  that  it  had  remained  a  good 
road  for  five  months.  During  the  following  winter 
(1884-85)  he  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  before 
the  Society  of  Indiana  Surveyors  and  Civil  Engi- 
neers, and  recommended  it  to  the  people  of  his 
county  wherever  he  went,  both  personally  and  by 
publication  in  the  papers.  This  method  of 
improvement  is  now  being  extensively  used  on 
sandy  roads. 

By  the  same  process  of  applying  observations, 
Capt.  Campbell  discovered  that  when  mud  roads 
are  frozen  dry,  if  they  are  then  covered  six  inches 
deep  with  loose  straw,  they  will  remain  solid 
through  the  remainder  of  the  winter  and  spring. 
The  straw  will  hold  the  surface  thaw  (which  is 
ruinous  to  roads)  back  until  the  thaw  from  beneath 
causes  the  congealed  moisture  above  to  sink,  the 
earth  absorbing  the  water  as  fast  as  the  thaw  pro- 


duces it.  Thus  the  roads  are  dry  at  the  close  of 
the  winter.  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  member  of  the 
Indiana  Highway  Improvement  Association,  and 
read  a  paper  before  the  Indiana  Road  Congress 
held  at  Indianapolis,  in  December,  1892,  giving  a 
history  of  the  gravel  road  movement  in  Parke 
County. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Campbell  was  appointed 
First  Assistant  of  the  Indiana  Bureau  of  Statistics 
and  Geology,  a  department  then  newly  created. 
He  was  the  main  factor  in  shaping  the  affairs  of 
that  bureau  in  the  statistical  work,  the  Chief,  Dr. 
John  Collett,  Ph.  D. ,  devoting  himself  mainly  to 
the  geological  department.  He  so  overworked 
himself  that  in  four  years  he  became  thoroughly 
nauseated  with  statistics,  which  he  had  formerly 
enjoyed  as  a  maiden  does  a  novel. 

Through  the  enthusiasm  of  his  Chief  on  the  sub- 
ject of  geology,  Mr.  Campbell  became  interested  in 
that  science  and  is  now  an  expert  in  glacial 
geology.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  and  read 
two  papers  before  that  society  at  the  Indianapolis 
meeting  in  1890.  At  the  Washington  meeting  one 
of  his  papers  was  read  which  related  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  debris  that  works  its  way  to  the  surface 
of  a  stream  of  water  bearing  a  glacier  in  its  cur- 
rent. Other  articles  written  by  him  treated  of  the 
topographical  evidence  of  the  immense  water  flow 
of  the  Wabash  river,  and  the  fact  that  the  flow 
was  suddenly  cut  off. 

Capt.  Campbell  was  probably  the  first  to  dis- 
cover, and  certainly  the  first  to  publish  the  discov- 
ery, that  in  the  regions  covered  by  the  glacial 
drift  all  the  streams  which  run  east  and  west 
have  a  steep  hill  on  their  south  side  (facing  north 
ward)  and  gently  sloping  hills  on  their  north  side 
(facing  southward).  He  published  this  in  the 
American  Naturalist  (Philadelphia)  in  1884  and 
gave  his  theory  to  account  for  the  fact.  He  also  pub- 
lished various  other  articles  in  the  same  journal  on 
kindred  subjects,  the  last  in  September,  1890,  giv- 
ing his  theory  of  the  origin  of  the  fire-clay  cover- 
ing the  glacial  drift,  and  citing  various  facts  in 
support  of  his  theory.  He  has  found  thirteen 
localities  in  Parke  County,  and  near  the  line  in 
adjoining  counties,  where  the  glacier  left  its  mark 
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and  striations  on  the  rock  in  places.  These  mark- 
ings are  very  numerous  in  the  Wabash  country 
but  they  are  covered  with  the  glacial  drift,  and  are 
exposed  in  but  few  places,  so  that  it  requires  an 
expert  to  find  them. 

For  five  terms  of  two  years  each,  Capt.  Camp- 
bell has  served  as  County  Surveyor.  He  was  first 
elected  as  an  independent  candidate,  next  being 
voluntarily  nominated  by  Republicans,  Democrats, 
Greenbackers  and  Prohibitionists;  next,  by  all  but 
the  Prohibitionists;  next,  same;  next,  Republicans 
only;  last,  by  Republicans  only,  with  all  others 
combined  against  him  on  the  Prohibition  candi- 
date, when  he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  five. 
This  required  that  he  should  run  ahead  of  his 
ticket. 

While  serving  in  the  army  Capt.  Campbell  in- 
vented a  device  for  ascertaining  the  distance  of 
the  enemy,  by  forming  a  small  angle,  the  tangent 
base  of  which  was  read  on  a  graduated  rod,  so 
that  the  result  was  obtained  instantly.  The  war 
closing  before  he  could  get  an  instrument  made, 
his  old  preceptor,  B.  C.  Hobbs,  suggested  that  he 
apply  his  idea  to  surveyor's  and  engineer's  instru- 
ments, remarking  that  he  could  do  the  world 
more  good  than  by  employing  it  as  a  rapid  means 
of  killing  men.  The  suggestion  struck  him  with 
great  force  and  he  at  once  began  the  study  of 
surveying  and  engineering,  and  applied  his  inven- 
tion as  suggested. 

Capt.  Campbell  is  so  constituted  mentally  that 
he  cannot  learn  anything  until  he  becomes  inter- 
ested in  it;  then  only  with  great  difficulty  can  he 
be  prevented  from  learning  it.  He  rummages 
libraries,  seeks  every  source  of  information,  and 
masters  the  subject  in  a  very  short  time.  When 
the  inventive  fever  is  on,  his  most  important  busi- 
ness must  stand  aside  until  he  solves  the  problem, 
whateverit  may  be,  that  has  presented  itself  to 
his  mind.  He  fully  realizes  what  a  great  hin- 
drance this  peculiarity  is  to  his  material  prosperity, 
but  the  inclination  is  his  master,  and  he  cannot 
shake- it  off  until  the  fever  runs  its  course.  About 
four  years  ago  a  passion  of  this  sort  seized  him 
when  he  commenced  to  learn  the  Volapuk  language. 
Immediately  he  bought  a  grammar,  carrying  on  the 
study  of  it  at  night,  on   the  cars,  or  wherever  he 


happened  to  be,  until  he  could  read  Volapuk 
fluently  and  translate  it  at  sight.  The  fever  sub- 
sided and  to  day  he  cannot  even  read  the  language. 
It  was  the  same  with  stenography. 

While  Mr.  Campbell  is  not  educated  in  mechan- 
ics or  mathematics,  he  has  naturally  a  mechanical 
and  mathematical  mind.  Intuitively  he  sees  what 
a  mechanical  result  would  be.  This  has  led  him 
to  spend  time  and  money  inventing  and  in  pat- 
enting his  inventions.  Like  most  other  invent- 
ors, he  has  no  faculty  for  getting  any  money  out 
of  his  contrivances.  He  has  devised  three  methods 
of  measuring  the  height  of  the  clouds.  The  first- 
was  by  noting  the  time  elapsing  between  sundown 
and  the  last  ray  of  light  on  the  cloud.  Just  as  a 
leading  journal  on  meteorology  was  about  to  pub- 
lish his  method,  he  discovered  that  a  German  had 
conceived  the  same  idea  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  before.  The  method  was  correct  in  prin- 
ciple, but  often  difficult  of  application,  and  had 
been  dropped  aud  forgotten.  His  next  method 
was  based  on  the  time  aud  direction  of  the  travel 
of  cloud  shadows.  The  third  is  based  on  the  rate 
of  travel  of  the  observer  on  a  railroad  train,  the 
observer  then  noting  the  travel  of  the  cloud 
when  his  train  stops  at  a  station.  This  is  often 
applicable  and  is  important  to  meteorologists. 

I7I(   NDREW    COOK,    a   representative   citizen 
//  \\    and  extensive  farmer  of  Parke  County,  re- 
//1l\   sides   on    Section    31,    Wabash  Township. 
*/  He    has    served    his    friends    and    fellow 

citizens  as  Constable,  and  in  the  spring  of  1890 
was  elected  trustee  for  a  four-year  term.  He  is  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  active 
and  interested  in  the  work  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Cook  was  born  in  the  northern  part  of 
Wabash  Township,  Parke  County,  Ind.,  January 
7,  1S33,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Ens- 
worth)  Cook.  The  former  was  born  in  Maryland, 
in  which  state  his  father's  death  occurred.  With 
his  mother  and  her  family  he  came  to  Circleville, 
Ohio,  and  later  to  Indiana.  He  was  one  of  several 
boys:  Jesse  and  Henry  died  in  Ohio;  the  others 
were    William,    Mark    and   Eleven,    who    was   so 
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named  on  account  of  being  the  eleventh  child  in 
the  family. 

With  his  brother  Mark,  our  subject's  father 
served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  present  at 
Hull's  surrender.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  in  1821  came  to  Vigo  County,  Ind.,  with 
a  team  and  wagon.  Leaving  his  family,  he  made 
a  trip  to  St.  Louis  on  horseback  to  collect  a  debt, 
and  on  his  return  raised  a  crop  on  Harrison 
Prairie.  The  following  year  he  entered  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  purchased  a  like  amount  on  Sec- 
tion 6,  Wabash  Township,  where  he  resided  until 
he  was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1841,  aged  fifty- 
eight  years.  His  widow  survived  him  twelve 
years,  dying  in  August,  1853.  Politically  he  was 
a  Whig,  and  was  liberal  in  his  support  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a  member. 

The  mother  of  Andrew  Cook  was  born  in  Circle- 
ville,  Ohio,  being  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Margaret  Ainsworth,  who  were  of  German  origin. 
The  latter's  people  were  killed  by  the  Indians. 
Mr.  Cook  is  one  of  a  family  of  six  children,  the 
others  being:  Matilda,  wife  of  John  Phillips  of 
Edgar  County,  111.;  Margaret,  deceased;  Mary, 
wife  of  Lazeras  Shirk  of  this  county;  Sarah  J.,  de- 
ceased, and  Charles.  Mr.  Cook's  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited,  being  those  of  the  primi- 
tive log  school-house.  In  1852,  with  four  others, 
he  left  home  in  April,  driving  a  team,  his  destina- 
tion being  California. 

He  crossed  the  Missouri  river  May  22,  and 
landed  in  California  August  19.  He  spent  six 
years  in  the  Golden  State,  the  first  year  engaging 
in  ditching  and  working  in  a  sawmill,  after  which 
he  turned  his  attention  to  mining.  He  made  some 
money  during  this  time,  and  when  he  arrived  home, 
having  returned  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
he  found  he  had  some  $2,200. 

In  the  spring  of  1859  Mr.  Cook  purchased  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Edgar 
County,  111.,  where  he  resided  until  December, 
1863,  when  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Parke 
County,  Ind.  Here  he  rented  land  for  about 
three  years,  in  1866  purchasing  one  hundred 
acres  on  Section  31,  where  he  has  resided  up  to 
the  present  time.  Year  by  year,  as  his  financial 
resources  permitted,  he  added  to  his  farm  until  he 


is  now  the  owner  of   four   hundred   and  eighteen 
acres. 

On  December,  1858,  Andrew  Cook  and  Martha 
Hayth  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Wabash  Township,  Ind., 
September,  1841,  being  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Saluda  A.  (Camper)  Hayth,  who  came  from  Vir- 
ginia about  the  year  1830,  the  former  being  a 
farmer  by  profession.  Eleven  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook:  Thomas,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  months;  Charles  T. ;  Eva,  wife  of  John 
Funkhauser:  Rosa,  wife  of  Samuel  Miles;  Florence, 
wife  of  James  Dailey;  Fred,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  months;  Jennie;  Andrew,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Clarence;  Bertie,  and  an  infant  who  died 
unnamed.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 
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CHARLES  COOKE  is  a  native  son  of  Wabash 
Township,  Parke  County,  where  his  birth 
occurred  September  7,  1830.  Commencing 
his  active  career  in  life  under  what  would 
be  considered  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  he 
has  surmounted  all  obstacles  and  overcome  all  dis- 
couragements along  his  pathway  with  a  fortitude 
and  strength  of  purpose  worthy  of  commendation. 
He  is  now  considered,  and  justly,  one  of  the  ex- 
tensive and  progressive  farmers  of  the  county. 

Grandfather  Cooke  was  a  pioneer  in  the  vicinity 
of  Circleville,  Ohio,  near  which  village  Thomas, 
our  subject's  father,  was  born  in  1786,  nearly 
twenty  years  before  the  Buckeye  State  was  admit- 
ted to  the  sisterhood  of  the  Union.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  being  present  when  Hull 
surrendered.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  and  came  to  Indiana  at  an  early  day,  set- 
tling near  Terre  Haute,  at  what  was  known  as 
Fort  Harrison.  When  land  came  into  the  market 
he  came  to  this  township,  where  he  entered  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  improved. 
His  death  occurred  May  1,  1842,  and  after  seven 
years  had  elapsed  his  wife  was  also  called  to  her 
final  rest,  on  May  29,  1850.  She  was  born  Aug- 
ust 17,  1793,  and  was  the  mother  of   six  children: 


334 


PORTRAIT   AND   BIOGRAPHICAL    RECORD. 


Matilda,  wife  of  John  Phillips;  Margaret,  deceased ; 
Mary,  Mrs.  Lazeras  Shirk,  who  died  in  Fouutain 
County;  Sarah, deceased;  our  subject,  and  Andrew. 
The  mother  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Cumber- 
laud  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
his  family  and  the  community  Mr.  Cooke  erected 
on  his  own  farm  and  with  his  own  means  a  sub- 
stantial church.  Mrs.  Cooke  was  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Margaret  Ainsworth,  of  German 
descent,  who  passed  their  entire  lives  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Cooke,  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  receiving  a  district  school  education.  When 
only  eleven  years  of  age  he  had  to  go  to  work  to 
support  the  family,  and  on  reaching  his  majority 
rented  the  homestead.  In  1857  he  purchased  his 
first  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  Sec- 
tion 20,  Wabash  Township,  for  which  he  paid  $35 
an  acre.  Three  years  later  lie  traded  this  for  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  the 
place  where  he  still  resides,  ou  Section  24.  He 
gave  $300  "boot"  money,  and  has  steadily  in- 
creased the  boundaries  of  his  farm,  until  it  now 
contains  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  in  a 
body,  the  homestead  farm.  He  is  the  owner  of 
another  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres, 
and  has  cleared  altogether  about  three  hundred 
acres  of  land.  He  does  not  owe  a  dollar,  and 
whatever  he  has  is  due  entirely  to  the  energy  and 
perseverance  which  are  marked  characteristics  of 
the  man. 

It  was  on  August  7,  1853,  that  Miss  Virginia 
Hayth  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Cooke.  The 
lady  was  born  in  Florida  Township,  Parke  County, 
July  20,  1833,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Saluda  (Camper)  Hayth,  natives  of  Virginia,  born 
near  Roanoke  and  Lynchburg,  respectively.  Mr. 
Hayth  was  a  teacher  and  hotel  man.  In  1823  he 
came  to  Indiana  by  wagon,  entering  eighty  acres 
on  Section  21,  Wabash  Township,  which  he  par- 
tially cleared  and  improved.  About  the  year  1847 
he  located  on  Section  7,  there  becoming  the  owner 
of  a  place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Until  the  year  1863  Mr.  Cooke  devoted  himself 
entirely  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  at  that  time 
sold  out,  engaging  in  the  hardware  and  hotel  bus- 
iness in  Montezuma.  There  his  wife  died  about 
the  year  1873,  aged  sixty-three  years.      The  father 


survived  until  September,  1878,  when  he  too 
passed  away,  being  seventy-one  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  Democrat  politically,  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mrs.  Cooke  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  William  died 
soon  after  attaining  his  majority,  James  died  in 
Missouri,  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Cook, 
Edward  is  deceased,  and  Marion  completes  the 
family. 

Six  children  grace  the  union  of  Charles  Cooke 
and  his  esteemed  wife,  named  as  follows:  Sarah  J., 
wife  of  John  Tucker;  Martha  E. ,  Mrs.  Al.  Tucker; 
Esta,  wife  of  Charles  McCamble;  Cora,  wife  of 
Robert  Bruin;  Alice,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Those  living  have  all  been  given  liberal  educations, 
they  are  all  members  of  the  church  and  thoroughly 
respected  citizens  of  the  community  in  which  they 
have  their  home. 
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m   ZARIAH  D.  BROWN  is  one  of  the  oldest 
/ /  \\    residents  of  Indiana,  and  at  one  time  was 
II    1^  the  owner  of  over  a   thousand   acres,   six 
■f/  hundred  of  which  he  gave  to  his  children, 

reserving  four  hundred  acres,  to  which  be  has 
added  about  two  hundred  acres.  He  is  practically 
self  made,  as  he  received  only  $80  from  his  father's 
estate,  and  has  made  everything  he  has  by  his  own 
unassisted  efforts.  He  has  given  his  children 
$4,300  each,  and  has  always  been  found  liberal  in 
aiding  churches  and  worthy  enterprises  of  all 
kinds. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  December  9,  1809,  near 
Rolling  Fork  river,  Nelson  County,  Ky. ,  and  is 
the  son  of  Samuel  and  Tabitha  (Carter)  Brown. 
Grandfather  James  Brown  emigrated  from  Ireland 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when  a  lad, 
settling  on  the  Monongahela  river,  Pa.,  where  the 
father  died.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  Nel- 
son County,  Ky.,  where  he  cleared  a  farm.  He 
participated  in  the  war  for  the  independence  of 
the  colonists,  and  removed  t.Q  Spencer  County,  Ind., 
in  1810,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  the 
year  1822,  aged  about  ninety   years.      He   was   a 
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successful  farmer  and  a  great  hunter,  and  as  fear- 
less as  skillful  in  his  pursuit  of  Indian  depreda- 
tors. His  wife  survived  him  a  few  years  and  also 
attained  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  They 
reared  a  family  of  four  sons  and  live  daughters. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
and  during  the  war  of  1812  hired  a  substitute,  as 
he  was  unable  to  leave  home.  In  1815  he  entered 
land  in  Spencer  County,  Ind.,  and  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year  moved  upon  this  place,  which 
comprised  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
His  death  occurred  while  in  the  prime  of  man- 
hood in  1822.  He  left  a  widow  and  nine  children: 
Lydia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Cilas  Davis,  died 
in  Missouri;  Squire  died  in  Iowa;  Daniel  F.  passed 
away  in  Hamilton,  111. ;  Friend  C.  died  in  Parke 
County;  Silas  B.  died  in  Spencer  County;  Eliza 
Hedley  lives  in  Sangamon  County,  111.;  Miles  W., 
died  in  Kansas;  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Jackson 
Gorden;  Azariah  completes  the  family.  The 
father  was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masous.  Our  subject's  mother  was  born 
in  Kentucky.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Wales 
and  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  his  death 
occurring  in  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Brown,  after  the  death 
of  her  first  husband,  married  Christover  Kiger. 
Her  death  occurred  in  Wabash  Township,  of  which 
she  had  been  a  resident  since  1824. 

Azariah  D.  Brown  was  reared  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads  on  his  father's  farm,  having  but 
meager  educational  privileges.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  attended  school  for  two  winters  in  the 
old  fashioned  log  school-house  of  former  days. 
After  his  father's  death  he  made  his  home  with  his 
brother  in-law,  Mr.  Davis,  until  reaching  his  sev- 
enteenth year,  when  he  started  in  business  for  him- 
self. 

Coming  to  this  township  in  1824,  he  lived 
here  for  one  summer,  and  in  1826  made  a  perma- 
nent settlement,  working  for  $8  a  month,  and 
cleared  land  for  the  munificent  sum  of  $6  an  acre. 
In  1832  he  entered  eighty  acres  on  Section  17, 
which  he  cleared  and  improved.  His  efforts  were 
blessed  with  an  abundant  success,  and  in  the  course 
of  time  he  found  himself  possessed  of  one  thousand 
acres  of  good  land. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been   twice  married.     His  first 


wife  was  Maria  Cox,  who  was  born  in  Indiana 
November  11,  1815,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Abner 
Cox,  whose  wife  was  a  Miss  Detrich.  He  was  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State,  a  millwright  by 
occupation,  and  erected  the  first  grist-mill  ever  put 
up  at  Armiesburg.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  village,  which  took  its  name  from  the  fact  of 
its  having  been  originally  an  Indian  camp  ami 
later  one  occupied  by  Gen.  Harrison's  army.  By 
his  first  marriage  Mr.  Brown  had  a  large  family 
of  children,  viz. :  Margaret,  wife  of  John  Hixon 
of  Denver;  Emily,  widow  of  James  Hayth  of  Mis- 
souri; Eliza,  wife  of  G.  H.  Bordon;  Silas,  who 
served  during  the  war;  William  and  John,  resi- 
dents of  Kansas,  and  Martha,  wife  of  D.  Kimbell. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  March  18,  1869, 
aged  fifty-three  years.  She  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

In  1872  Mr.  Brown  wedded  Mrs.  Olive,  widow 
of  Michael  Plaster.  She  was  born  in  this  town- 
ship February  2,  1830,  being  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Givins)  Underwood,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  respectively.  The 
former  came  to  this  county  in  1827  and  bought  a 
farm,  which  he  improved.  In  1833  he  sold  out 
and  purchased  one  in  Fountain  County,  where  he 
farmed  and  ran  a  sawmill  until  his  death,  in  March, 
1845.  He  was  politically  a  Whig,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
widow  still  survives.  By  her  first  marriage  she 
had  three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Two  of  the 
former  served  in  the  late  war;  James  enlisted  in 
the  Thirty-first  Indiana  and  died  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.  The  mother  afterward  became  the  wife  of 
William  Johnson. 

Mrs.  Brown  had  four  children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage: Jane,  wife  of  Alex  Montgomery;  John, 
deceased,  leaving  two  children;  Charles,  of  this 
state,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Louis  Shuemaker  of  Page 
County,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are- worthy 
and  honored  citizens  of  this  community,  in  which 
they  have  both  dwelt  for  so  many  years  past.  In 
his  political  belief  Mr.  Brown  is  a  stanch  ally  of 
the  Republican  party,  which  he  joined  on  its  or- 
ganization, prior  to  which  he  was  a  Whig.  He 
was  opposed  to  slavery  and  has  always  been  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
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JAMES  L.  BROCKWAY.  Among  the  enter- 
prising  and  progressive  farmers  of  Wabash 
Township,  Parke  County,  is  Mr.  Brockway, 
who  started  out  in  life  at  the  lowest  round  of 
the  ladder  and  has  steadily  risen  as  the  years  have 
gone  by  until  he  is  well  worthy  to  rank  with  the 
best  citizens  and  business  men  of  this  region.  He 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  this  community, 
where  he  has  held  a  number  of  official  positions. 
In  1872  he  was  elected  to  serve  for  one  term  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  six  years  later  was  made 
Trustee  of  the  township  for  one  term.  In  all  pub- 
lic affairs  he  is  always  to  be  found  furthering  pro- 
gressive movements,  and  to  him  in  a  large  measure 
is  due  the  prosperity  of  the  community  in  which 
he  dwells.  His  residence  is  situated  on  Section 
13,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  home. 

Mr.  Brockway  is  a  native  of  Liberty  Township, 
where  his  birth  occurred  September  30,  1835. 
His  parents,  who  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
were  William  S.  and  Jane  (Laverty)  Brockway. 
The  former  was  born  in  New  York  state  in  1803, 
and  with  his  brother,  Edmund,  came  to  Indiana 
about  the  year  1824,  settling  in  Liberty  Town- 
ship, where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  Mill  creek.  He  later  increased 
his  domains  and  made  many  improvements  upon 
the  farm,  where  his  death  occurred  January  22, 
1847.  He  used  his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of 
the  nominees  of  the  Whig  party. 

Mrs.  Brockway,  who  was  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Margaret  Laverty,  survived  him  until  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1851.  She  was  the  mother  of  a  large 
family  of  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years.  Edward,  who  died  in  Wabash 
Township,  served  for  three  years  in  Company  A, 
Thirty-first  Indiana  Infantry;  Margaret,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Milton  Harvey;  Cynthia  A.,  wife 
of  Sylvester  Wright,  resides  in  Pittsburg,  Kans. ; 
James  L.  is  our  subject;  Samuel  L.  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Thirty  first  Indiana,  died  and  was 
buried  at  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  in  1803;  Warren  en- 
listed in  the  same  company  for  three  years,  and 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  after- 
ward being  transferred  to  the  Invalid  Corps;  Lucy, 
Mrs.  Alec  Phelon,  lives  in  Washington,  and  Win- 
field   S.,    who  served   in  the   One    Hundred    and 


Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  died  at  Fort  Jackson,  La., 
in  July,  1865,  aged  only  twenty  years.  The 
mother  of  these  children  was  active  in  church 
work,  rearing  her  children  to  be  patriotic  citizens 
and  useful  members  of  society. 

James  Brockway  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
on  his  father's  farm,  receiving  a  district  school 
education.  After  his  mother's  death  he  went  to 
live  with  her  brother,  Aquila  Laverty,  whose 
sketch  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
work.  For  five  years  he  was  in  his  employ,  re- 
ceiving $25  a  year  and  his  clothing.  On  attaining 
his  majority  he  started  out  to  do  battle  for  him- 
self, commencing  by  renting  a  farm.  He  contin- 
ued as  a  renter  for  twelve  years,  or  until  about 
1870,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  acres.  Adjoining  land  has  since  been 
added  to  the  original  farm  until  the  place  com- 
prises four  hundred  and  forty -five  acres  in  one 
body.  This  is  all  paid  for  and  well  improved,  and 
in  addition  to  this  Mr.  Brockway  has  several  thou- 
sands in  other  property.  He  has  been  careful  and 
conservative  in  his  investments,  and  his  wisdom  in 
so  doing  is  best  shown  by  the  result  he  has 
achieved. 

The  first  day  of  April,  1858,  witnessed  an  im- 
portant event  in  Mr.  Brockway's  life,  his  marriage 
witli  Miss  Sarah  Tucker.  She  was  born  in  Hamil- 
ton County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Mackey)  Tucker.  The  former  died  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  Brockway  January  2,  1870,  aged 
sixty-four  years.  He  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey 
and  a  fanner  by  occupation.  His  father,  also  an 
agriculturist,  was  born  August  14,  1769.  His 
wife,  Sarah,  was  born  August  11,  1774,  and  by  her 
marriage  became  the  mother  of  four  sons  and  a 
daughter.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Brockway,  who 
was  a  native  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  was  called  to 
her  final  rebt  October  10,  1871,  at  her  home  in 
Kansas.  She  had  six  sons  and  three  daughters. 
One  of  the  former,  William,  served  in  the  Indiana 
Regulars  and  died  at  Fort  McHenry. 

The  family  of  James  Brockway  and  wife  com- 
prises four  children.  Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  Robert  Baldwin;  John  was  the  third  in  order 
of  birth;  Morton  died  in  infancy;  William  S.  com- 
pletes the  family.      Since  1868  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Brock- 
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way  have  been  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  always  found  foremost 
in  all  good  works.  The  former  casts  his  ballot  in 
favor  of  the  Republican  nominees. 


^^skssk**; 


■^^S  ?&>£  >K  ?&  >^7^ 


d|  NEWTON  FULLENWIDER.  Within  the 
bounds  of  Montgomery  County,  or  indeed  of 
>  the  entire  state,  no  better  representative  of 
honest,  upright  manhood  could  be  found 
than  the  above-named  gentleman,  who  has  been 
for  many  years  identified  with  the  work  of  the 
county,  and  especially  that  portion  of  it  known  as 
Brown's  Valley,  in  which  his  home  is  located. 

The  Fullenwider  family  is  of  ancient  Swiss 
origin.  Peter  Fullenwider  and  wife,  the  great- 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  were  both  natives  of 
the  "land  of  snow  and  ice."  They  made  their 
acquaintance  with  this  world  in  the  same  canton, 
growing  to  years  of  maturity  as  neighbors,  and 
accepting  each  other  as  life  partners  in  Switzer- 
land, the  country  of  their  birth.  Peter  Fullenwi- 
der became  impressed  with  the  possibilities  that 
rumor  brought  hitn  concerning  the  New  World 
soon  after  his  marriage,  and  determined  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  the  country  which  many  of  his 
friends  and  neighbors  had  portrayed  in  such  glow 
ing  colors. 

Peter  Fullenwider  started  with  his  wife  and 
child  for  the  shores  of  America  in  a  sailing  vessel, 
and  when  only  a  few  days  out  at  sea  their  little 
one  sickened  and  died.  The  early  history  of  this 
worthy  couple  is  fraught  with  many  incidents  of  a 
somewhat  distressing  character,  but  none  so  pa- 
thetic as  the  consignment  of  the  body  of  their 
firstborn  to  the  deep  at  a  time  when  their  hearts 
were  already  wrung  by  the  parting  from  their 
friends  and  the  place  of  their  birth.  They  located 
in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  there  reared  a  family  of 
four  daughters  and  three  sons.  Their  boys  were 
Peter,  Henry  and  Jacob,  all  of  whom,  after  reach- 
ing mature  years,  moved  from  Hagerstown  to 
to  Washington  County,  Pa. ,  from  which  place  they 
migrated  to  Shelby  County,  Ky.  Jacob  Fullen- 
wider, the  youngest  of  this  family,  returned  to 
Pennsylvania  about  the  year  1794,  and  there  mar- 


ried Miss  Catherine  Winter,  with  whom  he  re- 
turned to  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  where  he  became 
the  father  of  fifteen  children  and  soon  won  recog- 
nition as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
county. 

Peter  Fullenwider' s  family  all  reached  years  of 
manhood  and  womanhood.  They  were  Peter, 
John,  Elizabeth,  Annie,  Eleazer,  Samuel,  Mary, 
Lucinda,  Christopher,  Gamaliel,  Nancy,  David, 
Henry,  Catherine  and  Jacob.  Jacob,  the  young- 
est of  this  family,  completed  his  thirty-fifth  year 
before  any  member  of  the  family  died.  Eleazer, 
the  fifth  sou,  married  Miss  Lavinia  Allen,  a  lady 
much  respected  for  her  womanly  traits  of  charac- 
ter, and  J.  Newton  Fullenwider  is  the  son  of  this 
esteemed  couple,  whose  family  numbered  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  reached  maturity. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  distinguished 
himself  in  life  by  entering  the  Fortieth  Indiana  In- 
fantry in  the  year  1863,  joining  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign and  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Buzzard's 
Roost.  He  was  placed  under  Gen.  Sherman  and 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Big  Shanty,  Dal- 
ton,  Franklin,  Resaca,  New  Hope,  Kenesaw  Mount- 
ain and  the  two-days  fight  at  Nashville.  He  was 
mustered  out  October,  1865.  James  Fullenwider, 
our  subject's  brother,  joined  the  army  in  1862  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Spring  Hill,  March, 
1863.  Another  soldier  of  this  illustrious  family 
was  Robert  Fullenwider,  who  enlisted  in  1861  and 
was  in  active  service  at  the  Battle  of  Corinth, 
Miss.,  also  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  and  was 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Buell  when  that  sol- 
dier retreated  back  to  Louisville.  Chalmers  E  , 
the  youngest  brother,  was  also  in  the  service. 

When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  decided  to  en- 
list he  left  his  wife  in  charge  of  the  farm  with  their 
four  small  child reu,  the  youngest  of  whom  died 
before  our  subject  left  Indianapolis.  Though 
timid,  Mrs.  Fullenwider  is  at  the  same  time  cour- 
ageous. During  the  Civil  War,  while  her  husband 
was  a  soldier,  she  bravely  maintained  her  family, 
though  sickness  and  death  entered  therein  with  all 
their  distresses.  She  willingly  sacrificed  every- 
thing that  would  deter  her  husband  from  going  to 
the  front  in  protection  of  the  flag.  Of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.   Fullenwider's   four  living  children,  Robert, 


34'J 


PORTRAIT   AND    BIOGRAPHICAL    RECORD. 


the  eldest,  is  now  on  the  old  farm;  Lavinia  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Charles  Loflaud,  of  Paris,  111;  Henry 
C.  is  a  farmer  of  this  township,  and  James  S.  a 
graduate  of  the  Purdue  University  at  Lafayette, 
Ind.  Politically  our  subject  was  an  old-time  Whig, 
and  as  a  natural  consequence  has  developed  into 
a  stanch  Republican.  He  has  served  as  Commis- 
sioner of  Drainage  for  Montgomery  County,  and 
has  also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  stands  well  in  the  brotherhood  of  Ma- 
sonry and  is  au  active  and  earnest  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Fullenwider  is  a  remarkably  intelligent 
business  man,  loyal  in  his  friendships  and  courte- 
ous in  his  bearing.  His  career  in  the  community 
where  he  has  made  his  home  so  long  is  that  of  an 
exemplary  citizen  in  every  respect.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  October,  1852,  to  Miss  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Eliza  (Roberts)  Elliott, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. The  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  Scott,  William,  Davis,  Charles, 
(deceased),  Margaret  and  Mary.  The  brother  of 
Mrs.  Fullenwider,  Scott,  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Kenesaw  Mountain. 


,|— yOBERT  BALDWIN.     Among  the  influen- 


Y*K  tial  and  well-to-do  fanners  of  Wabash 
1^  Township  is  Mr.  Baldwin,  who,  live  years 
•f/  ago,  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  compris- 

ing eighty  acres  on  Section  13,  for  which  he  paid 
$5,000.  The  farm  is  all  under  good  cultivation, 
and  yields  the  owner  an  abundant  income  in  return 
for  the  care  bestowed  upon  it.  Very  early  in  life 
he  began  to  carve  out  his  own  fortune,  working  as 
a  farm  hand  at  seventy  five  cents  per  day,  and  the 
second  year  receiving  $12.50  a  month.  The  last 
year  of  his  hiring  out  to  farmers  he  received  $18  a 
mouth.  In  1N77  he  rented  a  farm  which  he  carried 
on  in  connection  with  others  for  a  number  ijf  years, 
or  until  1888,  when,  as  previously  stated,  he 
became  the  owner  of  his  present  farm. 

,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  near  Montezuma,  Parke 
County,  December  10,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  .John 
and    Sarah    A.     (Clark)    Baldwin.      Grandfather 


Baldwin  emigrated  from  England  in  the  colonial 
days  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker. 
In  the  pioneer  days,  when  Indiana  was  still  a  terri- 
tory, he  came  here  from  Ohio,  dying  in  the  village 
of  New  Harmony  when  at  an  advanced  age.  His 
wife  passed  away  at  Grayville,  111.,  after  having 
attained  an  advanced  age.  They  reared  a  family 
of  eight  children:  John,  Abram,  Edwin,  William, 
Charles,  Harriet,  wife  of  Hiram  Dunning;  Esther, 
wife  of  Mr.  Ferguson,  and  Fanny,  Mrs.  Charles 
Russell. 

Our  subject's  father  was  born  in  Gibson  County, 
and  also  followed  the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker. 
About  the  year  1845  he  removed  to  Montezuma, 
where  he  carried  on  his  trade  until  shortly  before 
his  death  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  his  wife 
surviving  about  eight  years,  and  dying  in  January, 
1878.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children:  Jane, 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Jacks,  of  Custer  County,  Neb.;  Will- 
iam, who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty -four,  leaving 
a  son  Edward;  Frederick,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty  one  years;  James,  also  a  resident  of  Custer 
County,  Neb.,  and  Robert.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  born  near  Rockville,  Parke  County,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Clark,  who  emigrated  from 
England  to  the  United  States.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Robert  Baldwin  was  reared  in  Montezuma  and 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  only 
eleven  years  old  when  he  left  home  to  make  his 
own  living.  On  April  4,  1883,  he  married  M'ss 
Mary,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Tucker) 
Brockway.  Three  children  came  to  bless  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin:  Chauucey  B., 
James  F.  and  Ora  M.  The  devoted  wife  and 
mother  was  called  from  the  bosom  of  her  family 
by  the  death  angel  on  December  10,  1889.  She 
was  an  amiable  and  very  lovable  woman,  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  On 
October  23,  1892,  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Miss  Maggie 
Freeman  were  united  in  wedlock.  Mrs.  Baldwin 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.  Mr.  Bald- 
win is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  is  always  found  on  the  side  of 
all  movements  tending  to  uplift  or  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  the  community  at 
large. 
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||OHN  BAUGH,  a  leadiug  citizen  of  Parke 
^.  I  County,  owns  and  operates  a  well  improved 
%JI  farm  on  Section  9,  Wabash  Township.  He  is 
a  man  of  strong  character  and  principle,  one 
who  having  arrived  at  a  conclusion  is  not  easily 
driven  from  his  position.  He  is  an  example  of  one 
who  bus  overcome  very  serious  disadvantages  in 
many  respects.  As  his  father  died  when  he  was 
only  a  child  of  five  years,  he  was  never  enabled  to 
attend  school  a  day  in  his  life,  and  when  six  years 
of  age  commenced  working  at  whatever  he  could 
find  to  do  in  order  to  help  support  himself.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  he  is  the  more  worthy  of  com- 
mendation for  what  he  has  accomplished. 

Mr.  Baugh  was  born  just  east  of  Circleville, 
Ohio,  March  11,  1824,  to  George  and  Catherine 
(Butts)  Baugb.  His  grandfather,  Leonard  Baugh, 
was  born  in  Germany  and  during  the  war  for  in- 
dependence was  in  the  Hessian  Army  which  came 
to  America  to  fight  on  the  British  side.  While 
stationed  at  Jamestown  on  the  James  river  he  de- 
serted the  British  forces  and  joined  Gen.  Wash- 
ington's Army,  being  engaged  in  battle  the  day 
following.  After  the  conflict  was  over  he  settled 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
in  1800  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
early  pioneers.  He  was  a  miller  by  trade  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  His  wife  was  an  English  woman  who  came 
with  the  English  Army,  which  she  deserted  at  the 
same  time  as  her  husband.  She  had  a  family  of 
ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  the 
former  being  Jacob,  Michael  and  George.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Free-will  Baptist 
Church. 

George  Baugh  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  July 
4,  1 790,  and  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  October  16, 
1825,  he  landed  at  Mecca,  Parke  County,  having 
been  twenty  days  in  making  the  trip  from  Ohio. 
He  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Florida  Town- 
ship, where  he  resided  until  his  death  October  25, 
1855.  He  had  cleared  and  improved  a  place  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  when  he  was  cut 
down  bythe  hand  of  death  he  was  found  at  the 
post  of  duty.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig,  and  re- 
ligiously was  a   member  of    the    Free-will  Baptist 


Church.  His  wife  departed  this  life  July  5,  1861, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  eight  months  and 
twenty  days.  She  was  born  in  Virginia,  her  father, 
Conrad  Butts,  being  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  with  the  Hessian  Army,  which  he 
deserted  at  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Baugh.  After  the 
war  he  settled  in  Virginia,  and  in  1829  came  to 
Fort  Wayne,  Iud.,  where  he  died  three  days  later. 
The  journey  was  made  by  means  of  wagons.  His 
wife  was  an  English  woman  who  came  with  the 
army  as  cook.  She  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
the  former  being  Isaac,  Lawrence,  Jacob  and  John. 

John  Baugh  is  one  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  Michael,  Martha,  wife  of  Jonathan  Cox,  and 
Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  William  Starks.  He  came  to 
this  state  with  his  parents,  and  when  a  mere  child 
began  earning  money,  making  twelve  and  one-half 
cents  a  day,  and  later  receiving  $8  a  month.  On 
reaching  his  majority  he  engaged  in  business  for 
himself,  farming  and  raising  stock.  In  1841  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Florida  Township, 
for  $150,  twenty  acres  of  which  he  cleared,  then 
selling  the  place  and  purchasing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  improved  farm  land.  In  1861  he 
sold  this  farm  and  purchased  one  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  on  Section  9,  which  is  his  residence 
at  the  present  time,  and  which  he  has  largely  im- 
proved and  cleared. 

Mr.  Baugh  was  a  strong  Whig,  and  later  became 
a  Republican.  He  took  a  strong  stand  for  the 
Union  and  was  turned  out  of  the  Free-will  Baptist 
Church  because  of  his  strong  sentiments  on  the 
question.  Since  that  time  he  has  never  joined  a 
church  organization.  He  has  been  twice  married, 
his  marriage  with  his  first  wife,  Martha  Draper, 
being  celebrated  July  4,  1861.  The  lady  was  born 
at  Crawfordsville,  Iud.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jesse 
and  Lucinda  (Fisher)  Draper.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baugh 
have  six  children:  Gertrude,  wife  of  F.  M.  Berry; 
Henry,  Jesse  of  Mount  Vernon,  111. ;  Fred,  Lu- 
cinda and  Gracie,  who  died  in  childhood.  The 
mother  died  November  1,  1874,  and  some  time 
after  Mr.  Baugh  wedded  Martha  Branson,  who 
was  born  in  Tennessee  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Mary  Branson,  who  removed  to  this 
state  in  1842.  He  was  a  distiller  in  the  former 
state,  but  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  Indiana. 
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^TV  EASON  BRADFIELD,  of  Wabash  Town- 
L*f^  ship,  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
\\  Parke  County.  He  has  been  the  architect 
•f/  of  his    own    fortune,   having  acquired   his 

present  competency  and  good  estates  through  his 
habits  of  energy  aud  industry.  He  was  born  in 
Columbiana  County,  Obio,  October  30,  1834,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Robison)  Brad- 
field.  Grandfather  Bradtield  was  a  farmer  in  the 
Buckeye  Stale.  He  had  several  children  by  his 
first  marriage,  our  subject's  father  being  the  son 
of  his  second  wife,  Hannah,  who  bad  two  other 
cbildren,  John  and  Ann,  wife  of  William  Now- 
ling. 

William  Bradtield  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1804  and 
died  in  18(31  in  Adams  Township,  Parke  County. 
He  was  a  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  and  relig- 
iously a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which 
he  was  an  Elder.  In  1853  he  came  to  Indiana  in  a 
wagon,  locating  on  one  bundled  and  twenty  acres, 
which  be  improved.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1882,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  She  was 
the  mother  of  ten  children,  viz.:  Aaron,  of  Ohio; 
John,  who  died  in  that  state;  Elizabeth,  Mrs. 
William  Harrison,  whose  death  occurred  in  Indiana; 
Joseph,  who  died  in  childhood;  Reason;  Edward; 
Hannah  J.,  wife  of  T.  C.  Marshall;  Levi;  Arminta, 
wife  of  Joseph  McAdams,  and  Thomas,  who  died 
in  childhood.  The  mother  of  these  children  was 
born  in  Obio  and  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Rob- 
ison, who  emigrated  from  Ireland,  was  a  weaver 
by  occupation,  and  whose  death  occurred  in  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Bradtield  joined  the  Christian  Church  when  a 
girl,  as  she  believed  in  the  Apostolic  custom  of 
immersion,  but  on  account  of  her  father's  opposi- 
tion she  went  away  from  home.  Later,  however, 
all  her  people  became  members  of  the  same 
church. 

Reason  Bradtield  received  only  a  district  school 
education  and  on  attaining  bis  majority  started  to 
carve  out  his  fortune  single-handed.  For  six 
years  he  rented  land,  coming  to  Indiana  with  his 
father,  and  in  18(31  bought  two  hundred  and  nine 
acres  of  land,  which  was  placed  on  the  market  for 
$3,000.  He  was  able  to  pay  only  $100  down,  but 
in  time,  through  his  native  energy  and  enterprise, 


made  the  final  payments.  He  improved  and  par- 
tially cleared  the  place,  which  was  his  home  until 
December,  1872,  when  he  located  where  he  now 
resides,  on  a  farm  of  seventy-nine  acres  on  Section 
21.  This  homestead  he  has  improved  in  various 
ways,  having  erected  good  buildings  upon  it  and 
otherwise  greatly  added  to  its  value. 

Mr.  Bradtield  has  given  his  son  and  daughter 
eighty  acres  and  sold  his  daughter-in-law  a  place 
of  fifty-four  acres.  Previous  to  this  he  had  accu- 
mulated four  hundred  acres,  but  still  operates  and 
is  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres. 
When  the  difficulties  which  he  has  overcome  are 
considered  his  success  appears  the  more  remark 
able.  He  cut  rails  for  A.  D.  Brown  in  order  to 
pay  for  the  first  plow  he  ever  owned.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  has  been  greatly  interested  in 
the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle  and  blooded 
trotters. 

Reason  Bradtield  casts  his  ballot  in  favor  of  the 
nominees  of  the  Prohibition  party,  though  he  has 
until  late  years  been  a  stanch  Republican.  On 
September  4,  1S56,  a  marriage  ceremony  was  per- 
formed which  united  his  fortunes  with  those  of 
Elizabeth  Cornthwaite,  who  was  born  in  Adams 
Township,  June  20,  1833,  to  Guy  and  Mary 
(Tettswith)  Cornthwaite,  natives  of  Preble  and 
Butler  Counties,  Ohio,  respectively.  In  1832  he 
came  to  this  county,  entering  land  in  Adams 
Township,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers. 
He  made  windmills  for  cleaning  grain,  and  cleared 
and  improved  a  place  of  three  hundred  acres.  He 
is  still  living,  though  well  along  in  years.  His 
parents  emigrated  from  England  at  an  early  day 
with  their  four  children. 

Nine  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bradtield,  as  follows:  Albert,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  nine;  Melvina,  wife  of  Victor  Nowling; 
John,  who  died,  aged  twenty-eight,  leaving  a  wife 
and  three  children;  Ettie,  who  died  when  about 
one  year  old;  Sarah  L. ;  Mary,  wife  of  Homer  Cox; 
Willie,  who  died  aged  seven  months;  Wallace,  still 
at  home.  The  parents  are  active  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Bradtield  has  be- 
longed since  his  twentieth  year  and  his  wife  since 
1861. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


345 


rr\  EV.  JESSE  J.  GOBEN,  deceased,  was  one 
l^Tp    of  the  best  known  ministers  of  the  Baptist 
1^  Church  in  this  section  of  the  country.     He 
•f/  was  born   in  Jefferson   County,  Ky. ,  near 

Man's  Lick,  December  17,  1808.  His  parents 
were  James  and  Betsy  (Kline)  Goben,  and  James 
was  the  son  of  Billy  Goben,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
who  married  Rebecca  Brandy,  from  Wales,  in 
1776.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  of  Dutch 
descent,  and  Jesse's  parents  settled,  at  an  early 
day,  in  Shelby  County,  Ky. ,  and  not  long  before 
Jesse's  birth  removed  to  Jefferson  County,  Ky. 
They  had  a  family  of  ten  children.  Elder  Goben 
has  left  an  autobiography,  prepared  when  upwards 
of  seventy  years  of  age,  from  which  we  make  a  few 
quotations:  "My  earliest  recollection  was  the  War 
of  1812,  when  the  volunteers  were  called  for,  and 
who,  in  three  months,  destroyed  many  Indian 
villages  and  their  corn,  and  thus  secured  immunity 
from  them."      Thus  the  valuable  paper  begins. 

The  father  of  our  subject  dying  the  following 
year,  his  wife  was  removed  by  her  father  some 
sixty  miles  distant  from  where  they  lived  and  here 
he  remained  until  he  was  nineteen  years  old.  He 
worked  at  tobacco  growing  and  had  in  these  crops 
secured  money  enough  to  enter  a  piece  of  land  and 
in  1829  he  decided  to  come  to  Indiana.  Therefore 
in  October  he  entered  laud  in  Walnut  Creek  Town- 
ship seven  miles  east  of  Crawfordsville,  and  in  his 
own  language  "raised  my  cabin,  hewed  puncheons 
and  floored  it,  built  the  chimney  up  to  the  mantel 
and  prepared  the  small  sticks  for  running  the  flue. '' 
One  of  Mr.  Goben's  horses  was  lost,  probably 
stolen  by  the  Indians,  but  he  then  returned  to 
Kentucky,  and  December  8,  1829,  he  was  married 
to  Araminta  Plunkett  and  in  a  ten  days'  return 
trip,  his  wife  riding  his  remaining  horse  and  he 
walking,  they  reached  the  cabin.  This  was  during 
a  rainy  season  and  the  creeks  were  past  fording 
and  they  had  to  cross  in  canoes.  The  horse  waded 
alongside.  Sometimes  this  was  a  hazardous  un- 
dertaking. The  first  breakfast  in  the  new  home 
was  eaten  from  the  top  of  the  trunk  with  a  small 
stool  on  each  side.  A  bread  tray  was  made  from 
the  buckeye  tree  dressed  over  with  an  adze  and  fin- 
ished with  a  drawing-knife,  and  the  wash  tubs  were 
hewed  out  of  white  walnut.      A  bedstead  with  one 


leg  was  made  fast  to  the  wall  with  small  poles  and 
lined  with  bark,  which  made  it  almost  equal  to  a 
spring-bottom  bed. 

Frequent  encounters  with  wolves  and  other  wild 
animals  were  experienced,  not  the  least  exciting 
being  an  adventure  with  a  black  rattlesnake.  In 
those  early  days  frequent  religious  revivals  were 
held,  but  while  Mr.  Goben  had  always  been  under 
religious  training  he  had  held  aloof  from  actual 
experience.  Both  himself  and  wife  were  good 
singers  and  did  the  most  of  the  singing  at  the  re- 
vivals held  near  and  he  soon  began  to  feel  great 
dissatisfaction  and  all  the  torments  told  of  by  Bun- 
yan,  but  he  resisted  the  efforts  to  lead  him  to  true 
belief.  He  had  an  innate  dislike  for  the  Baptist 
faith  and  deemed  it  unworthy  of  consideration. 
This  feeling  continued  for  more  than  a  year,  when 
he  received  light  and  was  baptized. 

Then  came  a  greater  struggle,  as  Mr.  Goben's 
brethren  thought  he  should  preach,  but  he  would 
not  be  convinced.  However,  he  would  talk  to  him- 
self in  the  cornfield,  would  actually  preach  for 
himself  as  audience,  and  thus  he  struggled  for  seven 
years,  when  a  severe  illness  brought  the  conviction 
to  his  mind  that  he  was  destined  to  become  a 
preacher.  A  meeting  day  came  and  Brother  West 
arose  and  said:  "Brethren,  there  is  a  gift  in  this 
church  that  will  be  profitable  to  the  church  if  lib- 
erated. I  mean  Brother  Goben."  Says  the  biog- 
rapher: "I  then  arose  and  told  the  story  of  my  de- 
liverance." 

Mr.  Goben  was  then  licensed  to  preach,  but  a 
year  passed  before  he  made  an  attempt.  Constant 
reading  of  the  Bible  opened  his  eyes  to  truth  and 
he  began  with  short  discourses  upon  the  third 
chapter  of  Hebrews.  His  fame  soon  spread  around 
and  Wolf  Creek  Church  asked  of  Walnut  Creek 
Church  that  he  be  permitted  to  preach  to  them. 
Soon  after  Thornton  asked  the  same  and  then 
Pisgah  followed.  He  sometimes  traveled  twenty- 
five  miles.  He  preached  for  four  years,  when  he 
asked  the  Lord  to  let  him  stop.  He  was  stricken 
with  a  strange  malady  which  baffled  all  physicians. 
His  wife  in  a  dream  saw  a  man  who  said  he  could 
cure  him  and  so  Mr.  Goben  was  placed  in  a  wagon 
and  hauled  to  Crawfordsville,  where  Dr.  Benage 
was  found  to  fill  the  description  of  the  man  in  the 
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dream.  This  intelligent  doctor  seemed  to  know 
what  was  needed,  for  in  forty-eight  hours  Mr. 
Goben  was  as  well  as  ever  and  resumed  preaching. 
He  had  some  severe  lessons,  but  space  will  not 
permit  quoting  all  of  the  interesting  memoir.  He 
mentions  meeting  that  able  debater,  Elder  Herod, 
a  New  Light  minister,  on  the  Resurrection,  and 
vanquishing  him. 

Mr.  Goben  was  a  man  who  was  highly  esteemed 
as  a  minister,  as  a  citizen,  as  a  husband  and  father, 
and  as  a  neighbor.  In  fact,  this  country  has  seen 
few  who  were  his  equals.  His  death  was  preceded 
by  some  months  of  confinement  and  hundreds  vis- 
ited him,  but  the  summons  came  March  15,  1886, 
and  his  funeral  was  preached  at  Sinartsburg  by 
Elder  James  S.  Whitlock  and  William  Darnall. 
His  wife  had  preceded  him  several  years  and  they 
left  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  although  they  had 
had  fourteen  children  and  had  lived  together 
nearly  fifty-three  years. 

•?p\\  ICH  DAVIS  is   an  example  of  the  sturdy 
lU^    self-made  man,  having  commenced   at  the 
I     1^  bottom    round   of    the   ladder    leading   to 
■f/  success  and  having  steadily,  as  the  years 

elapsed,  ascended  until  he  has  reached  a  desirable 
position,  both  financially  and  as  regards  the  place 
he  holds  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Since  1844  he  has  been  active  in  Democratic 
political  circles,  though  he  is  not  an  office-seeker. 
He  was  elected  as  Township  Trustee  just  before 
the  war,  but  refused  to  serve,  preferring  to  give 
his  attention  to  his  business  and  home  affairs.  He 
owns  a  well  cultivated  and  improved  farm  on  Sec- 
tions 8  and  9,  where  he  has  made  his  home  for 
about  half  a  century. 

Mr.  Davis  was  born  September  10,  1820,  in 
Guilford  County,  N.  C,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  F.  (Lamb)  Davis.  Grandfather  John 
Davis  was  of  English  origin,  and  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  the  thirteen  colonies  for  their  inde- 
pendence. His  wife  was  a  Miss  Rich,  and  both 
died  in  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.      Our  subject's  father 


was  born  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  died  about 
the  year  1825.  He  followed  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith and  wagon-maker,  and  religiously  was  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  denomination. 

Mrs.  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Randolph  County, 
N.  O,  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Lamb,  of 
French  descent  and  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  Our  subject  is  one  of  seven  children. 
John  died  in  Wabash  Township,  Ind. ;  Benjamin 
was  killed  in  a  runaway  accident;  Martin  died  in 
the  state  our  subject  was  born  in;  Rich  is  our  sub- 
ject; Mary  is  the  wife  of  Cidrick  Omstott,  de 
ceased;  William,  who  served  in  the  Mexican  War, 
died  in  Missouri;  Elizabeth,  the  youngest,  depart- 
ed this  life  in  the  same  state. 

After  his  father's  death  our  subject's  mother 
married  Absolam  Hayworth,  a  farmer,  and  in  1827 
they  removed  by  wagons  to  Vigo  County,  Itid., 
where  they  landed  Christmas  Day,  having  been 
four  weeks  on  the  road.  In  1829  they  settled  in 
Wabash  Township,  of  this  county,  where  Mr. 
Hayworth  entered  forty  acres  of  land.  In  the 
spring  of  1840  he  sold  his  farm  and  migrated  to 
Yaney  County,  Mo.,  where  he  was  killed  in  1863 
by  Kansas  Jayhawkers.  (Our  subject's  half  broth- 
er was  killed  at  the  same  time.)  He  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics.  Soon  after  his  removal  to  Mis- 
souri his  wife  departed  this  life.  By  her  second 
union  she  became  the  mother  of  four  children: 
Ruth,  Joab,  Rebecca,  and  Allen  (the  one  killed). 
She  was  reared  in  the  faith  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends. 

After  receiving  only  a  limited  district-school 
education,  Rich  Davis,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  com- 
menced carving  out  his  fortune.  He  began  by 
working  in  a  woolen  mill  at  Mecca,  receiving  $12 
a  month  and  keeping  steadily  at  work  for  six 
years.  In  1842  he  ran  a  steam  sawmill  on  Rocky 
Run,  receiving  fair  wages,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  two  years  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  farm 
land  on  Section  8,  the  place  which  is  still  his 
home.  He  has  since  increased  the  boundaries  of 
his  farm  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  place  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  usual  size  of 
farms  which  are  thoroughly  cultivated  aud  all  in 
use.  When  he  took  possession  the  place  had  been 
hut  little  cleared   and   had  but   few  improvements 
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upoo  it.  All  this  is  now  changed  and  the  place 
has  literally  been  made  to  "  blossom  like  the  rose. " 
For  thirty  years,  during  the  winter  season,  Mr. 
Davis  has  been  engaged  in  rendering  lard  for 
packing  houses  at  Arrniesburg  and  Montezuma,  at 
which  occupation  he  makes  $3  a  day. 

Mr.  Davis  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Mary  Hayworth,  daughter  of  James  and 
Sarah  F.  (Winn)  Hayworth.  To  them  were  born 
a  large  family  of  children.  Sarah  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Alexander  departed  this  life  when 
four  years  old;  Commodore  is  a  resident  of  Hoop- 
eston,  111.;  Martha  died  aged  eighteen  years; 
Mary  died  when  twenty-three  on  the  home  farm; 
Willard,  Charles  and  Minda,  of  Terre  Haute,  com- 
plete the  list.  Minda  is  the  wife  of  W.  Williams, 
of  Terre  Haute,  in  which  city  Frank  also  resides; 
Willard  died  when  one  year  old.  The  mother  of 
these  children  was  called  to  her  final  rest  Janu- 
ary 20,  1887.  Mr.  Davis'  present  wife  is  Mary, 
widow  of  Henry  Bascomb,  and  daughter  of  Floyd 
Burks,  who  came  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana  in 
1826,  and  is  now  deceased. 


^^-<SN^ 
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111   LEXANDER    MONTGOMERY  is   one  of 
U  \\    the   enterprising    and    leading   farmers  of 
lr~)^   Wabash  Township,   where  he  has  resided 
■f/  during  his  entire   life,   or   about  fifty  five 

years,  as  his  birth  occurred  December  28,  1837,  on 
the  identical  homestead,  situated  on  Section  18, 
where  he  now  dwells.  He  has  long  been  numbered 
among  the  representative  citizens  and  farmers  of 
the  community,  and  is  a  man  noted  for  his  honor 
and  integrity  of  purpose. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  of  Scotch  origin,  but  born  in  the  Em- 
erald Isle,  from  which  country  he  emigrated  at  an 
early  day,  settling  first  in  Kentucky,  where  he  ran 
a  tannery,  and  later  locating  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio.  In  that  county  our  subject's  father, 
Samuel,  was  born,  and  when  he  arrived  at  mature 
years  he  came  in  a  wagon  to  Parke  County,  Ind., 
in  1827,  settling  on  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Wabash 
Township,  He  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
farm  in  the  course  of  time  until  he  owned  one 
place  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  seven  acres  on  Sec- 


tion 29,  and  another  farm  comprising  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  acres  on  Section  18.  He  was 
a  successful  agriculturist,  being  active  until  just 
before  his  death  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 
Politically  he  was  a  Whig  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject's  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Prudence  Monn, 
died  twenty  years  after  her  husband's  demise,  at 
the  good  old  age  of  seventy-two.  She  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  with  a  brother  removed  to 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  making  her  home  with 
him  until  her  marriage. 

Alexander  Montgomery  is  one  of  seven  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Mary  J.,  deceased;  John,  deceased; 
William,  who  served  in  the  Eighty-fifth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  died  in  1805;  David,  who 
was  also  in  the  same  company  and  whose  sketch 
may  be  found  in  another  portion  of  this  work; 
Alexander;  Martha,  who  was  twice  married,  her 
first  husband  being  Armstead  Clark,  and  her 
second,  Edward  Richey;  Margaret,  wife  of  James 
Painter. 

Alexander  Montgomery  was  reared  in  this 
county,  receiving  here  the  benefits  of  a  district- 
school  education.  He  was  only  seventeen  years  of 
age  when  his  father  was  called  from  this  life,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  earned  his  own  way,  caring 
for  his  mother  with  tender  and  filial  respect.  He 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of 
the  old  homestead  and  has  besides  a  tract  of  forty 
acres.  In  November,  1875,  Mr.  Montgomery 
wedded  Maria  J.  Plaster,  who  is  a  native  of  this 
county  and  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Caroline  O 
(Underwood)  Plaster.  Three  children  have  come 
to  bless  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife:  Olive  P.,  Mary  B. ,  and  Clare.  The  parents 
are  workers  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco 
pal  Church,  and  are  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by 
the  many  friends  they  have  in  this,  the  county  of 
their  birth. 

B]  ENJAMIN  F.  PITMAN.      Among  the  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  farmers    of  Wa- 
ll  bash  Township,  Parke  County,  is  the   sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who   was  born    in    the 
western  part  of  Adams  Township,  of   this  county, 
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November  17,  1853.  His  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Agnes  (Wishard)  Pitman.  Grandfather  Ben- 
jamin Pitman  was  the  sou  of  Joseph,  who  was  of 
German  origin,  and  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania 
when  his  death  occurred.  Benjamin  Pitman  was 
born  in  the  Keystone  State  and  removed  to  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  about  the  year  1812.  He  then  re 
moved  to  Michigan,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
1833,  when  he  made  a  settlement  in  Adams  Town- 
ship, Parke  County.  The  opening  year  of  the  war 
he  went  to  Iowa  where  he  died  shortly  after  in  his 
eighty  third  year.  Religiously  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Free  will  Baptist  Church,  and  politically 
was  a  Democrat.  He  was  three  times  married. 
His  first  wife,  Sarah  Stephens,  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  died  in  Ohio,  after  which  Mr.  Pitman 
wedded  Jemima,  widow  of  Mr.  Swift,  to  whom 
were  born  three  daughters.  The  mother  died  in 
Michigan.  The  third  wife,  Mrs.  Polly  James 
(nee  Whittaker),  was  called  from  this  life  in  Iowa. 

Thomas  Pitman,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  April  27,  1811,  and  was  given 
common  school  privileges.  In  1831  he  came  on 
horseback  to  Indiana,  locating  in  Vermillion 
County,  where  he  worked  out  for  a  time  by  the 
month.  In  October,  183(3,  he  settled  on  eighty 
acres  of  land  belonging  to  his  wife  in  Adams  Town- 
ship. To  this  as  a  nucleus  he  continually  added 
adjoining  land,  until  his  farm  comprised  three 
hundred  and  seventy  acres,  which  he  and  his  sons 
cleared  and  otherwise  improved.  He  was  a  lead- 
ing agriculturist,  one  who  was  held  in  the  highest 
respect  for  his  worthy  qualities  as  a  man  and 
neighbor.  He  cast  his  ballot  in  favor  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic nominees  and  was  ever  found  on  the  side  of 
progress  and  advancement.  His  death  occurred 
December  9,  1888. 

Mrs.  Pitman  was  born  October  4,  1812,  in  Nich- 
olas County,  Ky.,  her  parents  being  Samuel  and 
Margaret  (Oliver)  Wishard,  natives  of  Red  Stone, 
Pa.,  and  Lexington,  Ky. ,  respectively.  The  form- 
er, who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  removed  with 
his  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland,  to  Ken- 
tucky. In  1830  he  came  in  a  wagon  to  Vermillion 
County,  Ind. ,  where  he  entered  and  improved  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  In  his  eighty- 
fourth  year,  in  September,  1857,  he  departed  this 


life.  His  wife  survived  him  a  number  of  years, 
dying  April  6,  1873,  having  attained  the  extreme 
old  age  of  ninety-three  years,  as  she  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  1780. 

Benjamin  F.  Pitman  is  one  of  eleven  children: 
Abednego;  Samuel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  years;  William,  who  enlisted  in  the  Eleventh 
Indiana  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Champion 
Hills;  Margaret,  Mrs.  William  Cook  of  Kansas; 
Thomas,  of  Bourbon  County,  Kans.,  who  served  in 
the  Eighty-fifth  Indiana  as  Corporal;  Jane,  Mrs.  G. 
W.  Payton  of  Kansas;  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years;  Mary  A.  and  Susan  A.  (twins), 
whose  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  twenty-three; 
Rebecca,  deceased,  wife  of  Franklin  Bell,  and  our 
subject. 

After  receiving  a  district-school  education  Ben- 
jamin Pitman  started  out  to  make  his  own  way, 
and  when  but  little  past  his  majority  rented  the 
old  homestead.  In  November,  1883,  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  on  Section  9,  Wabash  Township,  and 
also  owns  fifty  acres  of  the  old  home  farm.  On 
September  24,  1870,  occurred  his  marriage  with 
Mary  E.  Cox,  who  was  born  in  Adams  Township, 
July  29,  1858,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Wesley  and 
Elizabeth  (Evens)  Cox,  natives  of  North  Carolina 
and  Indiana,  respectively.  The  former  was  an 
early  and  respected  settler  of  Parke  County,  where 
he  owned  and  carried  on  a  farm.  He  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1880,  aged  seventy  years,  and  seven  years 
later  his  wife  also  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  passed  their  latter  years  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  Pitman.  In  his  political  faith  the 
father  was  a  Republican. 

Mrs.  Pitman  is  one  of  fourteen  children.  James 
served  in  the  war,  enlisting  in  Tuscola,  Ind. ;  Will- 
iam, Albert  and  John  were  also  in  service  during 
the  civil  conflict.  The  remainder  of  the  family 
were:  Alexander;  Barton;  Arestus;  Fred;  Lillie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Emily  (de- 
ceased), who  was  the  wife  of  B.  Young:  Lovisa 
(deceased),  wife  of  F.  Wright;  Mary,  and  two  who 
died  in  childhood.  Our  subject  and  wife  had  four 
children:  Fred  D.,  Benjamin  E.,  Love  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years)  and  Claude  W.  Mrs.  Pit- 
man has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
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for  fourteen  years  and  like  her  husband  has  the 
friendship  and  good- will  of  all  who  have  come  in 
contact  with  her. 


s^*****;^^*^*^*** 


EN  JAMIN  PHILLIPS  for  over  thirty  years 
has  been  a  resident  on  his  farm  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  situated  on 
Section  5,  Wabash  Township,  Parke 
County.  He  has  made  a  success  of  agricult- 
ural pursuits  and  at  one  time  was  owner  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  but  has  disposed  of  a  por- 
tion of  this,  having  given  his  children  two  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  and  some  money.  He  has  fed 
live-stock  and  dealt  extensively  in  it  all  his  life, 
having  been  quite  successful  in  that  line. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  October  16,  1829,  in 
Fouquier  County,  Va. ,  being  a  son  of  William 
and  Harriet  (Robisan)  Phillips.  Jenkins  Phillips, 
of  Virginia,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  an  agriculturist  in  the  Old 
Dominion.  His  son  William,  who  was  boru  in  the 
same  state,  was  a  farmer  and  slave-owner.  In  1833 
he  went  to  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1835 
came  to  Reserve  Township,  Ind.,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  He  purchased  and  improved  about 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  where  he  died 
March  14,  1882. 

William  Phillips  was  born  August  27,  1797,  was 
a  Hardshell  Baptist  and  a  strong  Democrat.  His 
wife,  who  survived  him  until  November  6,  1886, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  September  15,  1804,  and 
was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  all  but  two  of 
whom  lived  to  mature  years.  They  are  as  follows: 
Albert,  who  died  in  Iowa;  Rachel,  Mrs.  Henry  Mil- 
ligan,  who  died  in  the  same  state;  Nancy,  wife  of 
Win.  Hawkins  of  Illinois;  Jenkins,  a  resident  of 
the  Hawkeye  State;  Benjamin,  William,  Alpheus 
of  Illinois,  Randolph,  and  two  who  died  in  child- 
hood. The  mother  was  for  half  a  century  a  devoted 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Benjamin  Phillips  came  to  Indiana  with  his 
parents  and  received  only  limited  common-school 
advantages.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  left 
home,    starting  in    business  for  himself,    and    in 


1852  settled  on  seven  acres  of  land  on  Section  2, 
Wabash  Township,  which  belonged  to  his  wife. 
This  he  engaged  in  cultivating  for  seven  years, 
about  1860  locating  on  his  present  farm,  which 
has  been  his  home  continuously  until  the  present 
time,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
Montezuma.  He  owns  four  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  valuable  and  desirable  land,  which  is  well 
kept  and  a  model  farm  of  this  decade. 

Mr.  Phillips  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  Jane,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Bateman)  Morgan.  Four  children  blessed 
their  home,  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Nelson 
G.,  Samuel  B.,  and  Warner.  The  wife  and 
mother,  who  was  born  April  29,  1829,  was  called 
to  her  final  abode  January  21,  1864.  The  present 
wife  of  our  subject  was  before  her  marriage  Julia, 
widow  of  Smith  Dunlap,  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Barbara  Newman,  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
descent.  The  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  county  and  a  Minister  in  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Phillips,  three  are  living:  George  of  Califor- 
nia, Nettie,  wife  of  Charles  Mathews  of  Illinois, 
and  Annie.  Mrs.  Phillips  had  two  children  by  her 
first  marriage:  James  H.  and  David  R.  Our 
worthy  subject  and  wife  are  faithful  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  The  former  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  has  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  who 
know  him. 


^***^^££^$- 
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J /AMES  CROOKS,  A.M.,  M.D.,  one  of  Parke 
I  County's  most  prominent  physicians,  as  well 
i  as  one  of  its  most  esteemed  and  wealthy 
citizens,  has  spent  his  whole  life  from  early 
childhood  in  the  locality  where  he  now  resides. 
He  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio  (on  the 
Indiana  line),  October  26,  1825.  In  order  to  give 
the  readers  of  this  volume  a  better  idea  of  the  man 
of  whom  we  write,  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  back 
into  the  remote  past  and  see  whence  the  Crooks 
family  came  and  what  royal  blood  flows  in  the 
veins  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

We    find   that   the    progenitors   of   the   Crooks 
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family  were  genuine  Scotchmen,  but  it  has  been 
impossible  for  us  to  trace  their  history  through  all 
the  centuries  that  have  passed,  for  with  the  past  are 
buried  many  interesting  matters  connected  with 
this  prominent  family,  but  it  is  our  aim  to  give 
here  some  reliable  information,  on  which  future 
generations  may  base  a  more  complete  history  of 
the  family.  While  many  things  may  be  lost 
from  our  view  that  would  interest  the  present  and 
the  future  generations,  our  object  will  be  to  give 
only  such  facts  in  this  sketch  as  are  strictly 
reliable,  and  on  which  the  future  writer  can  base 
his  history  without  the  extended  research  that  has 
been  necessary  in  this  article. 

The  earliest  settlement  that  we  have  been  able 
to  trace  of  this  family  was  at  Paisley,  a  small 
village  some  six  miles  from  old  Glasgow.  In  those 
early  days  the  members  of  the  family  were  noted 
for  their  piety  and  were  well  known  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  being  Ruling  Elders  in  that 
denomination.  We  also  find  that  there  is  in  that 
locality  a  memorial  to  the  name  of  Crooks  in  the 
shape  of  a  castle  called  Crookston  Castle.  Leaving 
the  family  in  Scotland,  let  us  see  what  we  can 
learn  of  them  in  this  country.  The  immediate 
ancestors  of  our  subject  came  to  America  about 
1 720,  in  company  with  many  others,  and  settled 
in  the  New  England  states,  principally  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  Hampshire.  For  a  short  time 
they  sojourned  in  Hephirton,  about  thirty  miles 
from  Boston,  but  soon  went  farther  west  in  the 
state  and  made  a  permanent  settlement  in  Hamp- 
den County,  calling  the  place  where  they  located 
Scotland,  on  account  of  their  good  old  Scotch  pre- 
dilections. This  town  was  in  later  years  named 
Ploneford. 

The  late  Ramsey  Crooks,  of  New  York,  was  of 
this  line,  and  was  for  many  years  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Northwestern  Fur  Company,  of 
which  John  Jacob  Astor  was  the  great  head.  The 
names  James,  John,  William,  Samuel  and  David 
have  ever  been  prominent  in  the  Crooks  family. 
The  original  settlers  of  Scotland  (or  Ploneford) 
migrated  to  western  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and 
other  western  states,  but  it  would  be  too  great  an 
undertaking  to  attempt  to  trace  the  various 
branches  of  this  family;  suffice  it  to  say  that   we 


give  in  this  article  the  immediate  progenitors  of 
our  subject.  His  great-grandfather,  whose  name 
was  also  James,  settled  in  Monongahela  County, 
Pa.  He  had  four  sons:  Thomas,  Richard,  James 
and  William.  The  third  son,  James,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  at  an  early  day  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  down  the  Ohio  river  as  far  as  where 
the  city  of  Cincinnati  now  stands.  On  their  way 
down  the  river  they  were  often  shot  at  by  the 
the  Indians,  who  infested  both  sides  of  the  river. 

After  landing,  James  Crooks  cut  the  first  stick 
of  timber  used  in  the  building  of  the  fort  and  as- 
sisted in  building  a  block-house,  which  the  old 
settlers  of  Cincinnati  say  was  built  on  what  is  now 
the  corner  of  Third  street  and  Broadway.  He  re- 
mained there  about  three  years  and  then  moved 
on  down  the  river  to  Ohio  Falls,  where  he  resided 
for  about  the  same  length  of  time.  There  he 
also  built  a  block-house  and  from  there  he  went,  to 
Kentucky  and  helped  to  erect  a  stockade  at  a 
place  called  Bullet  Lick.  The  settlers  were 
greatly  annoyed  by  the  Indians,  and  when  they 
went  into  the  field  to  work  it  was  with  their  rifles 
strapped  on  their  backs.  While  many  of 
the  pioneers  were  killed  by  savages,  we  have  no 
information  to  lead  us  to  think  that  any  of  the 
Crooks  family  lost  their  lives  in  this  way. 

The  residence  of  Grandfather  Crooks  and  his 
family  in  Kentucky  was  not  altogether  satisfactory, 
and  after  fighting  the  battle  of  life  and  the  Indians 
for  three  years,  they  returned  to  Ohio.  Prior  to 
removing  they  sold  their  Kentucky  property,  tak- 
ing continental  money  for  the  first  payment.  This 
money  immediately  lost  its  value,  and  thus  Mr. 
Crooks  was  deprived  of  his  hard  earned  property. 
He  and  others  started  back  to  the  Buckeye  State 
by  team,  but  when  they  came  to  the  river  oppo- 
site Cincinnati,  they  found  it  frozen  and  the  ice  so 
glassy  that  their  horses  could  not  stand  on  it.  They 
therefore  tore  up  a  woolen  vest,  which  they  tied 
around  the  horses'  hoofs  to  keep  them  from  slip 
ping,  and  in  that  way  crossed  the  river  in  safety. 
The  next  settlement  was  made  on  what  is  known  as 
Cotton  Run  in  Butler  County,  about  eight  miles 
northwest  of  Hamilton,  Ohio. 

At  the  last-named  place,  William  B.  Crooks, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in    1803.      A  short 
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time  afterward  tbe  family  moved  to  Franklin 
County,  Ind.,  where  they  resided  in  a  house  which 
stood  within  a  few  feet  of  tbe  Ohio  state  line. 
Here  William  B.  married  Martha  C.  Johnson,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio  in  1804  and  was  a  daughter  of  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  In  1826,  when  our  subject 
was  a  child  of  but  one  year,  his  parents  came  to 
Parke  County  and  located  at  Bridgeton,  where  tbe 
father  practiced  tbe  medical  profession  for  some 
five  years. 

For  the  following  six  or  seven  years  William 
Crooks  lived  successively  in  Waynetown,  Michigan 
City  and  Lake  County,  and  in  1838  returned  to 
Bridgeton,  where  he  continued  to  practice  up  to 
tbe  time  of  his  death  in  1856.  When  he  passed 
to  that  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns,  Bridge- 
ton  and  Parke  County  lost  one  of  its  most  influen- 
tial citizens.  He  was  a  man  of  powerful  will,  and 
any  conclusion  he  had  reached  as  being  right,  no 
power  on  earth  could  change.  In  politics  he  was 
a  life-long  Democrat,  and  while  residing  in  Lake 
County  be  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  As 
sociate  Judge.  In  him  tbe  less  fortunate  always 
found  a  friend,  and  no  poor  hand  was  ever  stretched 
out  to  him  that  went  away  empty.  His  noble  wife 
survived  him  several  years  and  died  in  Parke 
County  August  22,  1865. 

Having  given  an  outline  of  tbe  ancestry  of  Dr. 
Crooks,  it  is  but  simple  justice  that  prompts  us  to 
give  to  him  whose  whole  life  has  been  spent  among 
the  people  who  prize  him  so  highly  a  somewhat 
more  extended  sketch  than  is  given  to  the  genera- 
tions that  have  gone  before  him.  In  some  re- 
spects he  might  be  considered  a  unique  character. 
His  peculiar  traits  cause  him  to  make  success  out 
of  what  a  less  determined  man  would  abandon  as 
a  complete  failure.  His  literary  education,  which 
is  far  superior  to  that  of  many  men  who  bad  far 
greater  advantages  for  obtaining  it  than  he,  was 
not  received  within  the  walls  of  any  of  our  great 
colleges;  in  fact,  so  far  as  schools  were  concerned, 
it  was  gained  in  the  primitive  school-houses  of  the 
pioneer  days  in  Indiana,  but  he  has  ever  been  a 
thorough  and  constant  student  of  that  great  school 
from  which  no  man  graduates  until  the  battles  of 
life  have  all  been  fought. 

Dr.  Crooks  not  only  reads,    but  he  retains  what 


he  has  read.  An  extended  traveler  and  close  ob- 
server, be  has  in  this  way  stored  up  a  knowledge 
of  men  and  events  that  might  well  be  envied  by 
many  a  so-called  classical  scholar.  His  medical 
education  was  commenced  under  his  father's  in- 
structions, and  in  1846  he  commenced  to  practice 
with  him.  In  1855  be  attended  lectures  in  the 
Ohio  Eclectic  College  of  Medicine  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution  three  years  later.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Bridgeton,  although  be 
has  also  been  engaged  in  other  business  enterprises. 

In  1865,  in  company  with  others,  Dr.  Crooks 
embarked  in  the  dry  goods  business  at  Brazil,  Ind., 
but  by  the  recklessness  of  his  partner  and  the 
panic  of  1873  he  lost  $20,000.  He  was  for  a  long 
time  in  tbe  drug  business  at  Bridgeton.  In  March 
of  1868  his  store  building  was  burned,  causing  a 
loss  of  $1,200.  Tbe  following  July  his  store  and 
contents  were  burned,  causing  a  loss  of  $4,000. 
Aside  from  this,  be  has  paid  more  than  $5,000  in 
security  debts.  Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  he  has  lost  a 
fortune.  He  was  on  the  verge  of  financial  ruin, 
and  a  less  determined  man  would  have  gone  down 
in  a  financial  crash,  but  not  so  with  the  Doctor; 
his  tenacity  asserted  itself  and  the  tide  turned,  and 
he  is  to-day  counted  as  one  of  the  very  wealthiest 
men  of  Parke  County. 

A  few  years  ago  the  Doctor  became  much  inter- 
ested in  the  study  of  geology,  and  his  knowledge 
of  this  subject  is  broad  and  far-reaching.  He  has 
written  and  lectured  on  it,  and  has  several  fine 
paintings  (bis  own  work)  which  he  has  produced, 
with  which  to  illustrate  his  lectures.  He  has  also 
a  very  fine  collection  of  geological  specimens  col- 
lected in  his  trips  to  Arkansas  and  tbe  mountains, 
as  well  as  many  secured  in  his  own  locality,  or 
taken  from  the  mines  in  Colorado,  in  which  he 
owns  an  interest. 

Dr.  Crooks  joined  the  Masonic  order  in  1854, 
and  has  held  all  the  preminent  offices  in  Bridge- 
ton  Lodge,  having  been  its  master  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  and  serving  as  a  delegate  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  member  of  important  com- 
mittees. He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  belongs 
to  tbe  Knights  Templar,  and  served  for  one  year 
as  Grand  Lecturer  for  the  state  of  Indiana.    '  'Bob" 
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Morris,  the  poet,  author  and  great  Masonic  worker, 
was  his  lifelong  friend,  and  often  visited  him  at 
Bridgeton.  The  Doctor  frequently  recites  in  pub- 
lic the  poems  of  this  noted  Mason,  a  volume  of 
which  was  presented  to  him  by  Morris  on  his  last 
visit  to  Bridgeton  prior  to  his  death.  In  politics 
the  Doctor  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

January  13,  1850,  Dr.  Crooks  married  Sarah  J. 
Ward,  who  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  Ind., 
January  22,  1831,  and  died  December  13,  1891. 
Their  children  were  nine  in  number.  Lucinda  A., 
who  was  born  January  7,  1851,  married  George 
F.  Smock  and  resides  at  Terre  Haute.  Franklin 
P.,  whose  birth  occurred  June  2,  1852,  died  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1853.  Prudence  J.  was  born  December 
18,  1853,  and  married  L.  J.  Tennaut,  of  Brazil. 
Charles  W.  was  born  August  4,  1855,  and  died 
July  7,  1856.  James  H.,  who  was  born  March  9, 
1858,  passed  from  earth  September  •  18,  1859. 
Clara  M.  T.,  born  July  19,  1861,  married  Ira  J. 
Harshbarger,  a  prominent  miller  of  Milton,  W.  Va. 
George  B.  M. ,  who  was  born  October  16,  1862, 
married  Ellen  Payn,  and  they  have  two  children. 
He  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Bridgeton  drug  store, 
which  was  established  by  his  father.  He  is  also  a 
prominent  Mason  and  the  present  Master  of  Bridge- 
ton  Lodge.  Alonzo,  who  was  born  July  14,  1864, 
died  August  30,  1865.  Robert  M.,  born  April  12, 
1868,  is  a  resident  of  Bridgeton.  The  second 
marriage  of  Dr.  Crooks  occurred  March  15,  1893, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Delila  Frances,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Robert  Martin  and  a  native  of  Parke 
County.  In  his  pleasant  home  and  surrounded  by 
all  the  comforts  of  peace  and  plenty,  he  is  spend- 
ing the  evening  of  his  days  and  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  a  well -spent  life.  The  Doctor  and  two 
others  have  formed  a  scientific  and  historical  so- 
ciety of  Parke  County.  Our  subject  is  president  of 
the  society  at  present. 

1  'VILLIAM  CANINE,  deceased,  was  born  in 
|\/  Shelby  County,  Ky. ,  December  25,  1815, 
Hj      His    parents,  Ralph    and   Margaret   Can- 
ine, came  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind., 
in  the  spring  of  1825,  when  William  was  ten  years 


old.  They  settled  in  Brown  Township,  one  mile 
north  of  Waveland.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
left  the  farm  and  went  to  Parkersburg,  where  he 
learned  the  cabinet  maker's  trade,  and  opened  his 
first  shop  in  his  father's  yard.  He  settled  on  a 
farm,  but  still  carried  on  a  shop  and  had  his  farm- 
ing done  by  other  hands.  January  28,  1841,  he 
was  married  to  Celia  McCord,  the  daughter  of 
Elder  Alexander  McCord,  but  she  died  in  Decem- 
ber of  that  year.  He  was  married,  February  26, 
1845,  to  Martha  J.  Ellis,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Ellis,  whose  farm  adjoined  his.  Three  children 
were  born  to  this  marriage.  Mary,  the  eldest,  lie- 
came  the  wife  of  John  L.  Gobeu.  Mr.  Canine 
was  a  fine  type  of  man,  one  whose  life  showed 
how  truly  he  believed  and  practiced  the  noble  vir- 
tues of  Christianity.  He  was  a  wise  counselor 
and  a  clear  headed  gentleman,  and  his  old  friends 
Elder  J.  J.  Goben,  J.  J.  Van  Cleave  and  M.  M. 
Van  Cleave  officiated  at  his  funeral.  As  a  man 
and  Christian  he  stood  upon  a  height  which  all 
long  to  reach,  and  through  faith,  in  death  he 
reached  the  Mecca  of  his  pilgrimage.  The  death 
of  this  good  man  occurred  February  8,  1S84,  when 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  .one 
month  and  eight  days. 

f[OHN  N.  BOW  SHE  R.  One  of  the  attractive 
^.  I  rural  homes  of  Parke  County  is  located  in 
\J^J  Liberty  Township  and  is  the  property  of  the 
subject  of  this  notice.  The  farm  comprises 
four  hundred  and  forty  three  acres  of  finely  im- 
proved land,  and  is  embellished  with  all  the  build 
ings  necessary  to  the  proper  management  of  the 
place.  The  owner,  Mr.  Bowsher,  was  born  in 
Penn  Township,  Parke  County,  Ind.,  August  13, 
1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Marinda  (Ken- 
nedy) Bowsher. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ja- 
cob Bowsher,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  mi- 
grated to  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  whence, 
after  a  residence  of  a  few  years,  he  removed  in 
the  fall  of  1823  to  Parke  County  and  settled  in 
Penn  Township.  Here  he  entered  and  improved 
about  two  hundred   and   forty   acres,  and  became 
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one  of  the  well-known  farmers  of  this  portion  of 
the  state.  He  gave  to  each  of  his  sons  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and  in  other  ways  aided  them 
upon  starting  out  for  themselves.  In  the  United 
Brethren  Church  he  was  prominent,  and  his  house 
was  used  as  the  place  of  holding  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  few  members  of  that  denomination 
then  residing  in  Penn  Township.  He  was  a 
leader  in  the  organization  of  the  church  in  his 
community  and  remained  faithful  to  its  doc- 
trines until  his  death.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Margaret  Blosom,  survived  him  about 
fifteen  years.  Their  children  were  John,  Joseph, 
Polly,  Peter  and  Jacob. 

Joseph  Bowsher  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1816 
and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Parke  County,  where  he  cleared  and  improved 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Liberty  Township. 
In  addition  to  this  land,  he  owned  other  farms 
aggregating  three  hundred  acres.  He  built  the 
first  grist  mill  in  Montezuma,  and  this  he  oper- 
ated for  a  few  years,  but  at  considerable  loss 
financially.  The  village  of  West  Union  lost  a 
public-spirited  citizen  when  he  died  in  August, 
1888.  He  was  a  leading  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  in  that  place,  and  with  his  own 
means,  with  little  or  no  aid  from  others,  he  erected 
the  first  church  of  that  denomination  in  his  com- 
munity. 

One  child,  Russell  W.,  was  born  of  the  first 
marriage  of  Joseph  Bowsher.  The  wife  and 
mother  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  died  in  June,  1840.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Russell) 
Kennedy,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to 
Ohio,  and  thence  in  the  fall  of  1822  removed  to 
Indiana  and  made  settlement  in  Reserve  Town- 
ship, Parke  County.  During  the  winter  following 
his  arrival  here,  Mr.  Kennedy  engaged  in  teaching, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1823  entered  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Liberty  Township.  About  1837 
he  sold  that  property  and  moved  to  Clay  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  purchased  and  improved  two  hun 
dred  acres,  and  also  for  a  time  was  proprietor  of 
a  hotel.  He  departed  this  life  in  1872;  his  wife 
had  died  some  twelve  years  prior  to  his  demise. 
They   were  the  parents   of  three   sons    and  four 


daughters.  In  his  political  preference  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy was  a  strong  Whig  and  Abolitionist.  Re- 
ligiously he  was  a  Methodist.  He  was  the  son  of 
Martiu  Kennedy,  who  emigated  from  Ireland  in 
Colonial  days  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
family  is  of  Scotch  origin,  and  one  of  the  ancestors 
participated  in  the  siege  of  Boyne. 

The  second  wife  of  Joseph  Bowsher  was  Marinda 
Kennedy,  a  sister  of  the  first  wife,  and  the  mother 
of  five  children:  John  N. ,  Rebecca  J.,  Peter, 
Daniel  and  Sallie.  It  is  with  the  eldest  of  these 
children  that  we  are  especially  interested.  John 
N.  Bowsher  received  a  district  school  education, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  commenced  to  farm 
for  himself,  operating  a  tract  of  two  hundred 
acres,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  old  homestead 
of  his  grandfather.  He  traded  that  property  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  a  part  of  his  present 
farm.  This  he  has  added  to  until  he  is  the 
owner  of  four  hundred  and  forty-three  acres,  in 
addition  to  which  his  wife  owns  twenty-three 
acres  in  Reserve  Township.  In  politics  Mr. 
Bowsher  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

In  September,  1863,  our  subject  married  Mar- 
garet Huxford,  who  was  born  in  Reserve  Town- 
ship, Parke  County,  Ind. ,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Charles  W.  and  Margaret  (Redden)  Huxford.  Her 
father  was  a  blacksmith  in  early  life,  and  later 
followed  farming  pursuits.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowsher 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Joseph, 
who  died  at  twenty-four;  Marinda,  wife  of  Eras- 
tus  Garrard;  Margaret  (who  died  when  nineteen 
years  old,  was  married  to  J.  P.  Shoup.  She  left 
one  child,  Margaret,  who  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject),  and  William  A.,  who  is  at  home. 


5*SK**£^«: 


l\ESLEY  ROUNTREE.      The  late  Wesley 
Rountree,  who  was  for  many  years  con- 
nected with  the  great  agricultural    inter- 
ests of  Montgomery  County  as  a  practical, 
successful    farmer     and    stock-raiser     owning    a 
valuable  farm  on  Section  24,  Ripley  Township,  in 
dying  left  behind  him  an    unblemished    life-record 
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of  loyal  citizenship,  of  high  standing  as  a  man,  and 
of  conscientiousness  in  the  discharge  of  all  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him  in  his  relations  with 
others. 

Mr.  Rountree,  the  youngest  of  seven  children, 
was  born  October  3,  1825,  in  Butler  County,  Ohio. 
When  he  was  two  years  old  the  family  came 
through  the  intervening  forests  in  the  year  1827  to 
settle  in  the  wilderness  in  this  county,  and  here  he 
grew  up  on  a  farm  that  was  reclaimed  from  its 
original  uncultivated  condition.  He  became  a 
farmer  on  his  own  account  and  devoted  his  energies 
to  keeping  his  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  of  exceed- 
ingly fertile  land  up  to  a  high  standard  of  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement,  so  that  to-day  it  is  classed 
among  the  most  desirable  farms  in  the  township. 
He  raised  grain  and  was  also  interested  in  raising 
stock,  having  his  place  well  stocked  with  cattle, 
horses,  etc.,  of  good  breeds.  He  gave  considerable 
attention  to  fruit  culture,  and  a  valuable  and  beau- 
tiful orchard  adds  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Rountree  was  happily  married  in  1872  to 
Miss  Florence  Brown,  of  Alamo,  who  survives  hiin# 
She  was  born  in  Waynetown  January  31,  1849, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Iral  Brown,  who  is  repre- 
sented elsewhere.  She  is  a  woman  of  high  personal 
character,  warm  of  heart  and  kindly  and  consider- 
ate to  all  about  her,  and  in  her  our  subject  found 
a  devoted  wife  and  true  helpmate,  who  co-operated 
with  him  in  his  plans  and  work,  ministered  to 
his  comfort  in  every  possible  way,  and  lovingly 
cherishes  his  memory.  She  is  a  Christian,  as  is 
shown  by  her  daily  walk,  and  a  devout  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  identifying  herself  with 
its  good  works,  to  the  forwarding  of  which  she 
generously  contributes  of  her  means. 

June  2,  1891,  at  his  home  near  Alamo,  Mr. 
Rountree  fell  into  the  dreamless  sleep  of  death. 
For  sixty-three  years  he  had  lived  in  one  place, 
and  was  greatly  attached  to  his  home  and  family. 
He  was  surrounded  by  devoted  friends  and  all  that 
could  make  life  desirable,  but  he  has  been  called  to 
a  higher  and  more  blessed  life.  Seldom  has  a 
death  in  our  midst  caused  more  wide-spread  sor- 
row than  that  of  our  subject,  and  those  nearest  and 
dearest  to  him  received  the  universal  sympathy  of 
the  entire  oommunity,  for  he  was    beloved  by  all 


who  knew  him,  and  he  had  an  extensive  acquain- 
tance and  many  friends  who  will  ever  mourn  his 
loss.  His  whole  career  was  marked  by  unswerving 
adherence  to  the  ways  of  virtue  and  honesty,  strict 
integrity  and  justice  characterizing  all  his  dealings. 
Mr.  Rountree  was  a  man  of  warm  sympathies, 
was  charitable  in  thought  and  act,  and  was  ever 
ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  needy  and 
suffering.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  ever  true  to  the  faith.  There  is  a 
singular  coincidence  in  the  lives  of  our  subject  and 
his  brother  Meredith  Rountree,  in  that  both  were 
married  in  the  same  year,  and  their  deaths  occurred 
within  a  short  time  of  each  other  in  the  same 
year  nineteen  years  later.  Our  subject  was  one  of 
the  leading  Masons  of  this  county.  Since  the 
above  was  written  Mrs.  Rountree  has  united  her 
destiny  with  a  nephew  of  her  former  husband, 
Charles  Rountree. 

dlOHN  WEIR,  member  of  a  pioneer  family  of 
I  Montgomery  County,  has  for  many  years 
'  been  engaged  in  farming  in  Ripley  Town- 
ship and  has  improved  one  of  its  most  de- 
sirable farms,  pleasantly  located  on  Section  30. 
He  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1820  and  is  a  son  of 
Alexander  and  Margaret  (Crout)  Weir,  who  were 
married  in  the  Blue  Grass  State.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  Robert  Weir.  His  parents  had 
eleven  children.  Robert,  the  oldest  son,  was  born 
in  Kentucky  in  1810,  came  to  this  county  with  his 
father  in  1828,  engaged  in  shoe-making  and  died 
in  1882.  Jame9  Weir,  a  farmer,  was  born  in  L826 
and  was  but  a  child  when  he  came  to  this  county 
with  his  father.  Alexander  and  Michael  (twins) 
were  born  in  Kentucky  in  1S2S  and  were  farmers. 
Henry  was  born  May  25,  1831,  and  is  a  farmer, 
residing  on  the  old  homestead.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Herel.  Daniel  was  born  September  19,  1834, 
in  Union  Township,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years.  Elizabeth  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1812, 
married  Jacob  Fruits  and  died  in  California. 
Anna  was  born  in  Kentucky  February  1,  IS  15, 
married  John  Stonabraker,  a  farmer,  and  died  in 
this  county.  Catherine  was  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1817   and    married    Lawson   Moore,   a   farmer    in 
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Union  Township.    Margaret  was  born  in  Kentucky 
in  1823  and  is  now  dead. 

John  Weir  was  a  poor  boy  without  other  capital 
with  which  to  start  in  life  than  strength,  health, 
industrious  habits  and  a  good  comprehension  of 
farming  in  all  its  branches.  But  these  sufficed  for 
him  to  make  his  way  in  the  world  and  to-day  he 
is  comfortably  well  off,  with  a  beautiful  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-live  acres  of  excellent 
land,  in  good  condition  and  amply  supplied  with 
good  buildings  and  all  the  necessary  machinery  for 
carrying  on  agriculture  after  the  best  methods. 
The  farm  is  well  stocked  with  standard  breeds  of 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  and  various  kinds  of  grain 
are  raised  on  it  each  year. 

Mr.  Weir  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual 
Benefit  Association,  his  sons,  who  reside  at  home, 
also  belonging  to  that  organization,  and  he  always 
enconrages  every  movement  that  will  in  any  way 
benefit  his  class  or  advance  the  interests  of  agri- 
culture. Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  tried  and 
true,  and  is  well  posted  in  all  that  pertains  to  his 
party.  He  has  served  his  township  as  Passive 
Supervisor  and  is  in  every  way  a  good  citizen. 

In  the  year  1844  Mr.  Weir  and  Miss  Susanna 
Stonebraker  were  united  in  marriage  at  their 
present  home  by  'Squire  Truax.  Their  pleasant 
wedded  life  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven 
children — four  daughters  and  three  sons.  Alexan- 
der, a  farmer,  was  born  in  1845  and  in  early  man- 
hood married  Salome  Stonebraker.  Margaret,  who 
was  born  in  1850,  married  Samuel  D.  Denman,  a 
carpenter  of  Paxton,  111.  Mary  C.  was  born  in 
1851,  married  Mr.  Barnet  and  died  in  their  home 
at  Waynetown,  leaving  one  child, who  is  living  with 
its  Grandfather  Weir.  Sarah  Ann  was  born  iu 
1854,  married  Alexander  Rush,  a  farmer  of  Mis- 
souri, and  died  June  1,  1891.  Robert,  a  farmer 
living  at  home  with  his  parents,  was  born  iu  1858. 
John,  also  living  at  home,  was  born  June  2,  1861. 
Susannah  was  born  May  14,  1864,  and  is  now  dead. 
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OHN  M.  WOODY  is  prosperously  engaged  in 
the  merchandise  business  in  Bloomingdale. 
His  parents  were  Mahlon  and  Agnes  (Chap 

man)  Woody.      John  was  born  in  Penn  Town 


ship,  July  25,  1843,  and  when  a  lad  moved  to 
various  places  with  his  parents.  When  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  our  subject  enrolled  his 
name  on  the  Union  side  and  entered  Company  A, 
Seventy-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  under  command  of 
Gen.  Thomas.  In  this  conflict  Mr.  Woody  distin- 
guished himself  in  thirty-two  skirmishes  and  hard- 
fought  battles,  the  most  important  ones  being  at 
Stone  River,  Chickamauga  and  Missionary  Ridge. 
In  the  first  named  battle  he  was  slightly  wounded 
and  in  the  engagement  at  Liberty  Gap,  being  more 
severely  wounded  by  a  piece  of  a  flying  shell,  was 
carried  from  the  field.  While  fighting  at  Stone 
River  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  taken  to 
Libby  Prison,  where  he  lived  on  bread  and  water 
for  twenty  days.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
discharged  at  Springfield,  111.,  and  mustered  out 
at  Nashville,  Tenn.  After  peace  was  declared  he 
went  to  Illinois  and  there  remained  six  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  Parke  County 
and  re-established  himself  in  the  trade  of  carpentry. 

Mr.  Woody  was  married  in  1S67  to  Miss  Minnie 
Osborn,  the  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (Hill) 
Osborn,  who  were  natives  of  Orange  County,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Woody  is  the  mother  of  three  children:  Eliz- 
abeth, Walter  and  Warren,  the  last  two  dying 
when  very  young.  Mr.  Woody  followed  his  trade 
until  he  went  into  the  merchandise  business  at 
Bloomingdale  in  1875.  He  has  remained  here  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  attending  strictly  to  his 
business.  In  1887  he  went  on  a  tour  to  California 
for  a  vacation  and  spent  two  years  in  traveling 
through  the  western  states.  Returning  home 
greatly  benefited,  he  again  resumed  business  in 
his  store.  He  is  a  first  class  business  man,  attend- 
ing closely  to  the  details  of  his  trade  and  promptly 
meeting  all  obligations  fairly  and  squarely. 

In  social  life  our  object  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  No.  S7,  of  Bloomingdale.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, Annapolis  Post,  No.  10.  In  politics  he 
advocates  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party 
and  in  1890  was  called  upon  to  fill  the  responsible 
office  of  Trustee  of  his  township,  which  position  he 
has  occupied  since.  Mr.  Woody  is  a  man  who 
aspires  to  attain  the  highest  place  among  his  fel- 
low-men, and  should  he  continue  to  live  in  the  years 
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to  come  as  he  has  lived  in  the  years  that  have  gone, 
there  is  no  question  but  that  the  fondest  aspira- 
tions of  his  heart  will  be  fully  realized  in  this  di- 
rection. 
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jJLLIAM  C.  WOODY.  Among  those  who 
fj  are  gaining  a  livelihood  by  industry  and 
lf[  perseverance  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,  who  is  a  hotel- 
keeper  of  Bloomingdale,  Penn  Township,  Parke 
County.  He  is  the  son  of  Mahlon  and  Agnes 
(Chapman)  Woody,  and  was  born  in  Bloomingdale, 
Penn  Township,  this  county,  in  1837.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  a  son  of  Johu  and  Mary  (Holli- 
day)  Woody.  The  former  was  born  in  1777  to 
John  Woody  and  married  Miss  Mary  Holliday 
March  8,  1804.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Orange 
County,  N.  C,  and  born  October  1,  1786,  and  after 
her  marriage  to  John  Woody  they  moved  to  a 
home  near  Haw  river,  on  which  Mr.  Woody  was 
engaged  as  a  ferryman. 

The  Woody  family  sprang  from  one  John 
Woody,  who  came  to  America  soon  after  the  Pil- 
grim Fathers  and  settled  in  North  Carolina.  He 
had  two  sods,  John  and  James,  and  the  Woodys 
of  Indiana  were  descendants  of  this  son  John, 
who  came  to  Parke  County  in  1829,  and  settled  on 
a  spot  of  ground  where  Thomas  Nelson  Gordon 
now  is.  There  he  lived  two  years  until  he  was 
enabled  to  purchase  the  farm  belonging  to  Dr. 
Goldsbury,  where  he  lived  until  1847.  At  this 
time  he  moved  to  Howard  County,  where  he  en- 
tered one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Government 
land,  on  which  he  made  his  home  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  February  21,  1856. 
His  wife  died  six  years  prior  to  that  time.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  who  originated  the  Quaker 
Church  of  Penn  Township,  and  served  as  Elder  in 
that  church  for  a  number  of  years.  Gov.  Wright, 
of  Indiana,  called  at  this  John  Woody' s  residence, 
on  account  of  a  wager  having  been  made  that  he 
could  reap  grain  as  fast  as  Mr.  Woody.  The  last- 
named  gentleman  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
where  he  was  married  and  reared  a  large  family. 
The  namo.s  of  these  children  were:  Thomas,  James, 


Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Catherine,  Mahlon  (the 
father  of  our  subject),  John,  Ruth,  Elmer,  Han- 
nah and  Samuel. 

Mahlon  Woody  was  born  in  North  Carolina  aud 
migrated  to  Parke  County  with  his  parents  when 
very  young.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
married,  receiving,  meanwhile,  a  common  school 
education.  For  a  few  years  after  his  marriage  he 
remained  on  his  father's  farm,  until  he  was  given 
eighty  acres  of  good  laud  where  our  subject's  hotel 
now  stands.  By  going  security  for  his  brother, 
as  also  did  his  father,  he  lost  the  entire  tract. 
About  1849  he  moved  to  Howard  County,  Ind., 
where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  from  the  Government.  After  improving  this 
farm  he  went  to  New  London,  where  he  assumed 
the  proprietorship  of  a  hotel,  and  subsequently 
went  to  Tippecanoe  County,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  quite  extensively.  But  not  being  satisfied 
with  his  location,  he  returned  to  Parke  County, 
where  he  remained  a  short  time.  He  then  moved 
to  Edgar  County,  111.,  thence  to  Champaign  Coun- 
ty, and  finally  to  Livingston  County,  Mo.,  where 
he  died.  His  wife  passed  away  at  Pilot  Grove,  111., 
in  Edgar  County.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Soci- 
ety of  Friends,  and  in  politics  was  a  Whig  until 
the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party, 
when  he  cast  his  vote  for  its  nomiuees. 

Mahlon  Woody  was  the  father  of  the  following 
children  by  his  first  wife:  William  C,  George  W., 
Mary  E.,  John  M.,  Martha  J.,  Sarah  E.,  Isabella 
O,  Agnes  A.,  Mahlon  N.,  Thomas  B. ,  Hannah  A. 
and  James  S.  Those  born  to  his  secoud  wife, 
who  was  Miss  Susie  Lindley  in  her  maiden  days, 
were:  Levi  H.,  Nathan  S.,  LydiaL.,  Rufus  K.,  Ira 
H.,  Elva  H.,  J.  M.  D.  and  Luther  G. 

William  Woody,  subject  of  this  sketch,  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  in  Parke 
County  and  attended  one  term  at  the  academy  in 
Bloomingdale.  He  was  married  December  27, 
1859,  in  Illinois,  to  Miss  Mary  Ginnett,  who  was 
born  December  7,  1839,  and  died  March  6,  1N(>5. 
After  the  decease  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Woody 
married  a  Miss  S.  A.  Tomlinsou,  who  bore  him 
two  children:  Mary  A.  and  Lizzie  B.  This  lady 
survived  but  six  years  after  her  marriage,  and  Mr. 
Woody  again  married,  the  young  lady   being  Miss 
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Amanda  Norris,  who  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Laura  D.,  now  deceased.  Six  years  after  his  first 
marriage  Mr.  Woody  returned  to  Parke  County, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  now  has 
charge  of  the  hotel,  of  which  he  has  been  "mine 
host"  for  the  last  ten  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  in  which  he  has  used  his 
iutluence  both  financially  and  spiritually  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  chosen  Township  As- 
sessor and  held  that  position  for  about  ten  years, 
after  which  he  was  elected  Road  Superintendent 
and  Township  Marshal  of  the  village  of  Blooming- 
dale,  which  offices  he  has  held  ever  since. 


33iS*3K****: 
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JfOHN  S.  MARTIN,  a  highly  respected  and 
representative  farmer  and  progressive  citi- 
/  zen  of  Richland  Township,  Fountain  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  has  been  greatly  prospered  in  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture,  and  through  energetic  and 
efficient  management  has  become  the  owner  of  a  val- 
uable and  large  landed  estate.  As  an  enterprising 
business  man  our  subject  was  interested  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  bank  of  Wingate,  and  is  now 
a  substantial  stockholder  in  that  flourishing  insti- 
tution. Mr.  Martin  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
county  for  sixty  years,  and  during  that  time  has 
been  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  its  upward 
progress,  laboring  harmoniously  with  other  co- 
workers in  the  march  of  improvements,  and  win- 
ning, in  his  efforts  for  the  common  good,  the 
esteem  of  the  community  by  whom  he  has  been 
surrounded. 

Born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  in  1829,  Mr.  Mar- 
tin came  with  his  parents  to  the  west  when  he 
was  but  three  years  old,  and  located  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  and  which  he  has  owned  ever 
since  the  death  of  his  father.  His  parents,  Ephra- 
im  and  Rhoda  (Sayers)  Martin,  were  natives  of 
the  east,  Mr.  Martin  having  been  born  in  New 
Jersey,  where  his  parents,  the  paternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject,  were  also  born.  Grand- 
father John  Martin  early  located  with  his  family 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  there  Ephraim  met  and 
married  his  wife  Rhoda,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
Quaker  State.      John  was  their  youngest  child  in 


the  family  of  six  children,  who  grew  to  mature 
years.  Louisa  married  Joseph  D.  Pierce,  of 
Fountain  County;  Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Luse,  of  Montgomery  County;  Amos  is  a  resident 
of  Fountain  County;  Harriet  died  unmarried;  Be- 
linda, now  Mrs.  O.  H.  Palen,  lives  in  Attica. 

John  Martin,  since  1832  a  resident  of  the  old 
homestead,  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
went  to  the  little  subscription  schools  of  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood,  and  was  early  trained  in 
the  useful  duties  of  agriculture,  which  pursuit  he 
has  followed  with  successful  continuance  ever 
since.  Mr.  Martin  inherited  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  good  land  from  his  father,  the  most 
of  his  valuable  property  having  been  gained  by  his 
own  exertions  and  prudent  care. 

In  1852  Mr.  Martin  and  Miss  Ellen  Mehary 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  John  Martin  was 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Mehary,  a  well  known  citi- 
zen, and  was  a  most  excellent  woman  and  a  de- 
voted wife  and  mother,  who  shared  with  her  hus- 
band about  four  hundred  acres  of  land.  The 
family  of  sons  and  daughters  who  came  into  the 
pleasant  home  were  Rhoda,  the  wife  of  A.  C. 
Schermerhorn,  a  resident  of  the  county;  T.  Ephra- 
im, who  married  a  Miss  Fisher,  named  in  honor 
of  his  paternal  grandfather;  Ida,  who  married  E. 
J.  Kirkpatrick;  Jesse  and  Annette,  single.  Jesse 
Martin,  a  popular  and  energetic  business  man, 
and  efficient  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mer- 
chants' Bank  at  Wiugate,  was  born  in  Fountain 
County,  September,  1867,  and  was  the  fourth 
child  of  John  and  Ellen  Mehary  Martin.  Mr. 
Martin,  who  is  yet  in  the  early  prime  of  manhood, 
has  already  made  for  himself  a  most  honorable 
record  in  social  life  and  the  general  business 
world.  His  father  gave  him  excellent  educational 
advantages,  which  he  industriously  improved,  and 
well  fitted  himself  for  the  active  and  able  dis- 
charge of  the  responsible  duties  of  the  position  he 
now  holds. 

Mr.  Martin  attended  the  Depew  University  at 
Greencastle,  and  afterward  completed  the  course 
of  instruction  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business 
College  at  Chicago.  Having  graduated  from  the 
latter  institution,  he  received  employment  as  a 
clerk  in   the    Citizens'   National    Bank   in    Attica, 
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where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1891  Mr.  Mar- 
tin engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  which  he 
conducted  successfully  until  February,  1892,  when 
he  was  tendered  and  accepted  the  position  of 
cashier  in  the  bank  at  Wiugate. 

Jesse  Martin  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  E. 
Thompson,  of  Fountain  County,  in  1890.  His 
bride  is  an  accomplished  and  attractive  lady,  and 
has  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  Martin  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
whose  doctrines  he  was  early  trained  by  his  par- 
ents, who  were  ever  foremost  in  the  good  work  of 
that  religious  organization.  He  also  affiliates 
with  the  political  party  to  which  both  father  and 
son  have  long  given  their  hearty  support.  They 
are  ardent  Republicans,  and  are  deeply  interested 
in  national  and  local  issues  and  the  general  con- 
duct of  public  affairs.  Jesse  Martin  is  a  citizen 
of  to-day,  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  progressive 
spirit  of  the  times,  and  is  ever  ready  to  aid  and 
encourage  in  all  public,  social  and  benevolent  en- 
terprise. He  and  his  wife  are  among  the  promi- 
nent factors  in  the  social  life  of  Wiugate  and  its 
immediate  neighborhood. 

,\ILLIAM  N.  STEVENSON.  More  than 
seventy  years  have  come  and  gone  since 
Mj  the  subject  of  this  sketeh  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  of  day.  Time,  in  its  flight, 
has  witnessed  his  growth  to  manhood  and  descent 
into  the  twilight  of  old  age.  It  has  witnessed, 
also,  his  attainment  of  an  honorable  place  among 
the  business  men  of  Rockville,  as  well  as  the 
accumulation  of  a  competency.  Now,  after  a  busy 
and  useful  career,  he  has  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness enterprises  and,  surrounded  by  the  comforts 
gained  in  years  of  toil,  passes  his  time  quietly  and 
tranquilly  at  his  home  in  Rockville. 

In  Woodford  County,  Ky.,  William  N.  Steven- 
son was  born  March  1,  1820.  His  father,  James 
Stevenson,  was  a  farmer  of  that  county,  who  in 
1826  removed  to  Indiana  and  located  at  Green- 
castle.  Purchasing  a  farm  there  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  its  improvement,  and  made  it  his 
home  until  called  from  earth  in  1827.      His  wife 


survived  him  a  few  years,  dying  in  1824.  A 
farmer  by  occupation,  James  Stevenson  devoted 
his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  with  the  exception 
of  the  period  of  his  service  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and 
was  also  in  the  Harrison  campaign  in  the  Wabash 
valley.  Through  exposure  and  the  hardships 
incident  to  a  soldier's  life  he  lost  his  health, 
which  he  never  permanently  regained. 

A  lad  of  six  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Indiana,  our  subject  was  orphaned  when 
quite  young.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  accepted  a 
clerkship  in  a  general  store  at  Greeucastle,  and 
was  thus  occupied  until  1844.  Removing  at  that 
time  to  Terre  Haute,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  for  two  years,  and  then  proceeded  to 
New  Albany,  this  state.  He  followed  mercantile 
pursuits  there  for  five  years,  at  which  time  he 
engaged  in  business  for  himself,  forming  a  part- 
nership with  W.  W.  Pennington,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Pennington  &  Stevenson.  Five  years 
later  our  subject  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
store  and  returned  to  Greencastle,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandizing  from  1854  until  March, 
1879. 

After  twenty-five  years  spent  at  Greencastle, 
Mr.  Stevenson  disposed  of  his  establishment  there 
and  came  to  Rockville,  where  he  at  once  opened 
a  dry-goods  store,  uniting  it  with  a  branch 
establishment  at  Rosedale.  In  January,  1891, 
he  retired  from  business  with  the  esteem  of  all 
those  who  had  been  associated  with  him  and  the 
confidence  of  the  community.  He  was  identified 
with  the  mercantile  busiuess  from  the  age  of 
fifteen  until  his  retirement  in  1891,  and,  as  may 
be  imagined,  is  familiar  with  all  the  "  ins  and 
outs  "  of  that  line  of  work. 

May  23,  1850,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Stevenson  to  Miss  Emma  Norris,  who  was  born  in 
New  Albany  and  received  her  education  in  the 
private  schools  of  that  city.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Daniel  W.  Norris,  a  contractor  and  builder  of 
New  Albany.  The  marriage  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living,  as  follows:  Jefferson  O,  who  is  a  traveling 
salesman;  Mary,  who  was  educated  at  Greencastle 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  H.   A.  Buchtel, 
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Pastor  of  the  Central  Avenue  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Indianapolis;  Charles  N. ,  a  travel- 
ing salesman  and  a  resident  of  Indianapolis; 
Frank  E.,  manager  of  W.  N.  Stevenson  Sons' 
store;  William  T.  and  Albert  A.,  who  are  salesmen 
in  the  above-named  establishment.  The  large 
store  at  Rockville,  with  which  the  sons  are  con- 
nected, is  well  stocked  with  dry-goods,  clothing 
and  house-furnishing  goods,  and  is  conducted  on 
the  same  wide  awake  and  excellent  business 
principles  which  contributed  to  the  success  of 
the  father. 

In  former  years  Mr.  Stevenson  was  a  Republican 
in  his  political  preferences,  but  he  is  now  an 
ardent  adherent  of  the  Prohibitionists.  In  re- 
ligion he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  with  which  he  united  in  1837,  and  his  wife 
is  also  identified  with  that  denomination.  Be- 
sides his  generous  donations  to  the  church,  he 
has  also  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  De  Pauw 
University  and  to  various  benevolent  enterprises. 
He  was  always  a  stanch  Abolitionist,  even  in  the 
days  when  the  term  was  one  of  reproach.  His 
father,  who  was  the  owner  of  nine  or  ten  valuable 
slaves,  was  so  opposed  to  slavery  that  he  granted 
them  their  freedom,  and  they,  as  soon  as  they 
had  earned  sufficient  money,  emigrated  to  Liberia, 
where  they  are  now  prosperous  and  happy. 

SAMUEL  GRINLEY  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock- raisiug  on  his  fine  farm 
of  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres, 
located  on  Section  34,  Washington  Town- 
ship, Parke  County.  He  is  Assistant  Postmaster 
in  the  village  of  Nyesville,  where  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising  for  the  past  nine 
years.  He  carries  a  stock  of  about  one  thousand 
dollars'  value,  and  has  a  large  trade  in  the  sur- 
rounding country.  His  desire  to  please  his  cus- 
tomers has  brought  to  him  their  good-will  and 
patronage,  for  they  see  that  he  does  not,  as  so 
many  merchauts  do,  make  it  his  sole  object  to  ac- 
cumulate wealth  regardless  of  correct  and  honor- 
able methods. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa., 


in  the  year  1857,  being  the  son  of  John  and  Ann 
(Dufore)  Griuley,  who  were  both  born  in  the 
southern  part  of  France.  The  former  was  reared 
in  a  village,  with  but  limited  educational  advan- 
tages. In  his  native  country  he  was  a  coal- 
miner,  and  when  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
about  the  year  1852,  he  located  in  Pennsylvania. 
Four  years  later  he  sent  for  his  wife  and  family. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  France  when  young,  one  while 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  and  three  were  called  from 
this  life  in  this  country.  The  living  members  of 
the  family  are:  Lewis,  Samuel,  our  subject,  and 
Mary,  wife  of  J.  B.  Fouchat.  The  father  of  these 
children  died  in  1867,  but  his  wife  is  still  living 
and  making  her  home  with  her  daughter  in  Penn 
sylvania.  Mr.  Grinley  was  a  supporter  of  the  Whig 
party,  and,  religiously,  both  he  and  his  family 
were  all  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

On  reaching  his  majority,  Samuel  Grinley, 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  started  out  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  coming  to  Parke  Coun- 
ty, near  the  place  where  he  now  lives.  In  com- 
pany with  a  brother  and  brother-in-law  he  pur- 
chased a  small  tract  of  land  where  they  opened  up 
a  coal  bank.  They  continued  mining  until  1882, 
when  they  left  the  business  for  two  years,  and 
again  engaged  in  mining  until  1886.  In  the 
year  1884=  Mr.  Grinley  and  Miss  Sarah  M.  Batty 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Ann  (Sneath)  Batty,  aud  to  them  have 
been  born  three  children:  Maud  A.,  John  S.  and 
William  L.  In  his  various  business  enterprises 
our  subject  has  been  quite  successful,  and  is  justly 
esteemed  one  of  the  solid  men  of  this  community. 
He  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and, 
socially,  belongs  to  Lodge  66,  Knights  of  Pythias 
of  Rockville. 


-\".y\x"^^  ^^x 
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ISAAC  RICE  STROUSE.     Throughout  Parke 
County    the  Rockville  Tribune    is    a    welcome 
guest  in  hundreds  of  homes,  and  the  name   of 
its  editor  is  a  household   word.      Mr.    Strouse 
was  born  in  Rockville,  Ind.,    December    12,    1859, 
and  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the   public  schools 
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until  be  was  sixteen,  when  he  apprenticed  himself 
to  George  W.  Collins,  as  "  devil"  in  the  office  of 
the  Indiana  Patriot.  He  remained  in  that  con- 
nection until  tbe  paper  was  purchased  by  J.  B. 
Cheadle,  when  he  finished  his  trade  in  tbe  office 
of  the  Tribune. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  Mr.  Strouse  became  local 
editor  of  tbe  Tribune  under  John  H.  Beadle,  and 
worked  two  years  in  tbat  capacity.  For  several 
months  afterward  be  tired  a  freigbt  engine  on  tbe 
L.  C.  &  S.  W.  Railroad,  then  known  as  tbe  crooked- 
est  and  roughest  railroad  in  the  United  States.  In 
the  year  1881,  on  December  22,  he  married  Miss 
Juliet  Virginia  Humphreys,  an  accomplished  and 
talented  lady,  who  has  already  won  considerable 
fame  as  a  poetess.  Many  of  her  poems  have  been 
published  in  the  magazines  and  copied  by  tbe 
leading  papers  through  the  United  States.  Two 
children  bave  been  born  of  tbe  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Strouse,  Marcia  Frances  and  Sarah  Kathar- 
ine. 

In  addition  to  bis  editorial  work,  Mr.  Strouse 
lias  written  articles  on  historical  and  economic  sub- 
jects which  bave  been  published  in  Eastern  papers 
and  tbe  Magazine  of  American  History.  As  a 
writer  be  is  clear  and  animated,  vigorous  in 
thought  and  forcible  in  expression.  In  1882,  tbe 
year  following  bis  marriage,  be  purchased  a  half- 
interest  in  tbe  Tribune  and  was  associated  with 
J.  H.  Beadle  as  editor  for  five  years.  He  was  then 
in  partnership  with  W.  W.  Grimes  for  two  years, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  sole  proprietor  of 
tbe  paper. 

In  bis  political  connections  Mr.  Strouse  was 
first  a  Republican,  but  he  became  convinced  that 
free  trade  rather  than  protection  would  secure 
tbe  best  interests  of  our  country,  and  accordingly 
changed  bis  paper  to  correspond  with  his  changed 
opinions.  Since  1884  he  has  voted  tbe  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  has  been  even  more  loyal  than 
before,  in  his  free  trade  sentiments,  since  Grover 
Cleveland  sent  his  famous  tariff  reform  message 
in  1887.  The  Tribune  is  now  conducted  as  an 
independent  Democratic  paper,  but  never  refuses 
to  give  other  parties  a  hearing,  especially  tbe 
Prohibitionists  and  those  beliefs  that  have  no  offi- 
cial organ  in  the  county.   Mr.  Strouse  is  a  member 


of  tbe  Executive  Committee  of  tbe  Indiana  Free 
Trade  League,  and  is  otherwise  identified  with 
the  interests  of  his  party  in  the  State.  He  was 
Captain  of  Company  B,  First  Regiment,  National 
Guards,  "  McCune  Cadets,"  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Rockville  Light  Artillery.  Last  winter  be 
was  selected  by  Gov.  Matthews  as  trustee  of 
tbe  Indiana  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind,  an  honor  that  was  conferred  upon  him 
without  his  seeking. 


^^xSN^ 
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ITIi  MOS  MARTIN,  whose  early  recollections 
//  \\  are  closely  interwoven  with  the  pioneer 
Jj  ^  struggles  and  rapid  growth  of  the  state  of 
f/  Indiana,  is  numbered  among  the  represent- 

ative citizens,  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Davis 
Township,  Fountain  County.  For  over  three  score 
years  a  constant  and  valued  resident  of  this  portion 
of  the  state,  be  has  carefully  stored  his  mind  with 
interesting  fact  and  curious  reminiscence  of  by- 
gone day. 

The  paternal  ancestor  of  our  subject,  great- 
grandfather Martin,  was  a  native  of  England,  and 
came  to  America  before  the  Revolutionary  War 
had  decided  the  question  of  our  national  independ- 
ence. Tbe  worthy  Englishman  here  founded  the 
American  branch  of  tbe  Martin  family,  to  which 
Amos  Martin  undoubtedly  belongs.  Epbraim  and 
Rboda  (Sayers)  Martin  were  the  parents  of  our 
subject.  Father  Martin  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
in  17U8,  but  his  excellent  wife  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Tbe  father  came  to  the  Quaker 
State  with  his  parents,  John  and  Charlotte  (Nelson) 
Martin,  when  be  was  a  very  little  child.  The 
grandparents  of  our  subject  reared  a  family  of  five 
children,  three  boys  and  two  girls,  Peter,  Amos, 
Epbraiin,  Charlotte  and  Ruth. 

Unto  Epbraim  and  bis  wife  Rhoda  was  born 
upon  April  4,  1823,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  County  of 
Miami,  their  son,  our  subject,  Amos  Martin.  Amos 
migrated  from  tbe  Buckeye  State  to  Fountain 
County  with  his  father  and  mother  in  1832,  and 
this  county  has  been  bis  constant  home  ever  since. 
His  early  home  was  in  Richland  Township  and 
there  he  attended  tbe  subscription   school,    whose 
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house  of  instruction  would  surprise  the  modern 
scholars  of  to-day.  Slabs  were  used  as  seats  for 
the  pupils,  in  those  primitive  times.  In  the  build- 
ing where  our  subject  learned  the  primary  studies 
and  carefully  repeated  them  over  and  over,  one  log 
was  left  out  of  the  entire  side  of  the  house,  and 
window  panes  places  in  the  rough  frame  to  furnish 
light.  Having  grown  to  man's  estate  and  being 
fully  trained  in  the  ways  of  agriculture  and  stern 
economy,  Mr.  Martin  determined  to  found  a  home 
of  his  own,  and  to  that  end  united  himself  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Stewart. 

This  wedding  was  solemnized  in  1855,  and  a  few 
months  later  the  young  wife  died.  Our  subject  was 
again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Hulda  Hunt,  in  Henry 
County,  Ind.  This  union  was  blessed  with  the 
birth  of  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living. 
Cora,  the  eldest  born,  is  dead;  John  R.  is  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  the  county;  Elmer  is  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture;  Frank  is  also  a  sue 
cessful  farmer  of  the  county;  Charles  E. ;  Pearl  is 
the  wife  of  Newman  Merlatt,  of  Richland  Town- 
ship. 

These  sons  and  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Martin  occupy  responsible  positions  in  life, 
which  they  fill  with  intelligence;  respected  and 
useful,  they  are  valued  members  of  the  various  com- 
munities in  which  they  make  their  homes.  In  1853, 
two  years  prior  to  his  first  marriage,  our  subject 
engaged  in  farming  for  himself,  near  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  was  reared.  The  farm  which  he 
had  purchased  gave  him  good  returns,  and  he  there 
remained,  engaged  in  general  agriculture,  until 
1877,  when  he  disposed  of  his  well- tilled  farm  and 
located  on  valuable  land  which  he  owns  in  Rich- 
land Township.  In  1889  Mr.  Martin  erected  a 
handsome  residence  in  Davis  Township,  opposite 
his  old  home.  The  locality  is  desirable,  and  the 
surrounding  acres  are  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. At  one  time  our  subject  owned  a  section  of 
fine  land,  but  he  aided  his  children  in  their  start 
in  life,  and  retains  only  a  portion  of  his  former 
landed  property.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  are  promi- 
nent members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and 
do  their  full  share  in  the  support  of  the  organiza- 
tion.   They  are  earnest  Christian  people,  and  ever 


ready  to  asssist  in  the  good  cause.  Our  subject 
has  been  a  Republican  ever  since  1856.  He  is  not 
an  active  politician  but  he  is,  like  all  good  citizens, 
interested  in  the  management  of  our  national  af- 
fairs, and  also  desires  to  see  the  best  local  offices 
worthily  filled.  Mr.  Martin  has  many  friends  and 
well-wishers  and  deserves  the  respect  which  he  has 
gained  through  his  upright  and  conscientious  walk 
in  life. 

i\ILLIAM  W.  MORGAN,  of  Crawfords- 
ville,  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Montgomery  County.  Besides  conduct- 
ing a  flourishing  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance business,  he  is  Secretary  of  the  Montgomery 
County  Agricultural  Society  and  also  holds  the 
same  positiou  in  the  Montgomery  County  Savings 
Association. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
March  7,  1850.  He  is  the  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Amelia  (Harrison)  Morgan,  who  settled  in  Craw- 
fordsville  in  1854,  and  the  father  was  engaged  in 
the  business  of  contracting  and  building  until  his 
death  in  1885.  William  lost  his  mother  when  but 
an  infant  and  was  reared  two  miles  from  this  place. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  painter  and  worked  at  that  for  a  period  of 
four  years,  then  served  for  the  same  length  of  time 
as  a  Department  Clerk.  Following  this  he  be- 
came Deputy  Recorder  and  Deputy  Treasurer  for 
four  years  more  and  then  became  a  candidate  for 
Treasurer  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  was  de- 
feated. He  has  filled  the  office  of  Township 
Trustee  acceptably  for  two  years,  and  after  his  de- 
feat as  County  Treasurer  he  went  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  William  L.  Lee. 

Mr.  Morgan  has  figured  in  politics  and  has 
been  on  important  committees  for  many  years, 
and  was  elected  to  his  office  of  Township  Trustee 
in  the  township  where  there  was  a  Republican 
majority  of  three  hundred  votes.  The  Montgom- 
ery County  Agricultural  Society,  of  which  Mr. 
Morgan  is  the  very  efficient  Secretary  and  to  whom 
much  of  the  grand  success  of  the  fair  of  1891  was 
due,  has  a  most  beautiful  location  within  the  city 


368 


PORTRAIT    AND   BIOGRAPHICAL    RECORD. 


limits  of  Crawfortlsville,  with  grounds  fifty-six 
acres  iu  extent  and  with  the  city  water-works 
within  its  boundary,  where  also  is  a  beautiful  nat- 
ural grove.  During  the  late  fair  there  were  over 
six  thousand  entries  and  in  some  of  the  depart- 
ments were  the  finest  exhibits  ever  made  in  the 
state  outside  of  the  State  Fair;  $8,000  were  paid 
in  premiums  and  the  Association  is  entirely  self- 
sustaining.  The  management  of  this  gigantic  en- 
terprise was  in  the  hands  of  a  few  capable  men 
and  much  of  the  work  fell  upon  the  shoulders  of 
Mr.  Morgan.  That  it  was  all  satisfactorily  per- 
formed may  be  inferred  from  the  fine  catalogue 
issued  by  the  Association,  in  which  all  those  inter- 
ested may  find  the  details  of  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful enterprises  of  Montgomery  County. 

The  firm  of  Morgan  &  Lee  is  a  very  important 
one  in  this  city  and  they  conduct  a  business  on 
fair  principles.  They  have  a  complete  set  of  ab- 
stracts, which  is  one  of  the  only  two  sets  in  ex- 
istence in  the  county.  Not  a  small  part  of  the 
life  of  this  busy  man  is  devoted  to  the  insurance 
business,  and  his  firm  represents  the  following  fire 
insurance  companies:  Phcenix,  of  Hartford; 
Phoenix,  of  Brooklyn;  Guardian,  London;  Com- 
mercial Union,  of  London.  The  firm  also  repre- 
sents these  life  insurance  companies:  The  North- 
western Mutual  Life,  of  Milwaukee;  the  Fidelity 
and  Casuality,  of  New  York;  the  Globe,  of 
Indianapolis;  Accident,  etc.  The  firm  has  over 
$150,000  life  insurance  in  force. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Morgan  took  place  Novem- 
ber 22,  1871,  to  Miss  Phoebe  J.  Dunbar,  the 
daughter  of  Andrew  Dunbar,  of  Decatur  County, 
Ind.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Morgan  is  now  in  her 
eighty  third  year  and  finds  a  pleasant  home  with 
her  daughter,  where  she  is  tenderly  cared  for  iu 
her  declining  years.  The  family  residence  is  at 
No.  708  East  Market  street,  in  the  city  of  Craw- 
fordsville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  two  chil- 
dren: William  Harrison,  who  has  reached  the 
a^e  of  nineteen  and  is  clerking  in  a  store,  begin- 
ning a  business  career  for  himself,  and  Mary 
Grey,  who  graduated  from  the  high  school  in 
L892.  Herbert  Fisher  was  adopted  by  them  at  the 
ago  of  four  months  and  is  now  nine  years  old. 

In   Mrs.  Morgan  the   Christian  Church   finds  a 


devout  member  and  cordial  supporter.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan has  identified  himself  with  the  important  so- 
cial orders  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  has  been  Master  of 
Finance  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  for  the  past 
twelve  years.  He  also  belongs  to  Scioto  Tribe, 
No.  100,  Independent  Order  of  Red  Men.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Mr. 
Morgan  is  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  Craw- 
fordsville  and  the  city  is  indebted  to  him  in  that 
so  many  of  the  practical  suggestions  of  business 
men  have  become  settled  facts.  His  popularity  is 
great  among  his  fellow-citizens. 


as&fc#s*s^«: 
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r.I.  MOORE,  a  farmer,  residing  on  Section 
8,  Wayne  Township,  claims  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  this 
part  of  Montgomery  County.  His  father, 
Philip  Moore,  was  a  worthy  descendant  of  the 
Moore  family  of  Kentucky.  He  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  the  early  part  of  his 
life,  enlisting  from  that  state  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  afterward  removed  to  Ohio, 
whence  he  came  in  1824  with  his  family  to  Indiana, 
and  was  among  the  first  to  select  Montgomery 
County  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  site  of  a  new 
home,  pre-empting  a  tract  of  wild  land  from  the 
Government  to  develop  into  a  farm.  The  coun- 
try roundabout  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition, 
and  the  forest  was  filled  with  deer,  wild  turkeys 
and  other  game  that  could  be  easily  shot  from  the 
door  of  the  log  cabin  in  which  the  family  first 
dwelt.  Indians  were  still  numerous,  made  fre- 
quent calls  and  were  always  on  friendly  terms 
with  the  Moores. 

After  a  few  years  of  hard  labor  Mr.  Moore  be- 
gan to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  work,  having  by  thrift 
and  industry  changed  his  land  into  a  fine  farm, 
and  he  likewise  materially  assisted  in  the  growth 
of  the  township.  He  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty  years,  respected  throughout  the  county  as 
a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  and  his  name  is  held 
in  remembrance  as  one  of  the  upbuilders  of  the 
county.  He  and  his  good  wife  reared  the  follow- 
ing children:     Julia  Ann,  who  was  born  in  Ohio, 
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married  George  Smith,  and  died  in  Missouri;  Is- 
rael, who  was  also  born  in  Ohio,  married  Sarah 
Hayes,  and  died  in  this  county;  Louisa,  who  was 
born  in  this  county,  married  George  Hayes,  and 
died  here;  Mary,  who  married  John  Moore,  and 
died  in  this  county;  Elsie,  a  native  of  this  county; 
Eliza,  who  is  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Phillips,  and 
our  subject. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  under  his  instruction,  while  helping  him 
to  clear  and  cultivate  his  land,  gained  a  practical 
knowledge  of  farming  in  all  its  branches,  that  con- 
tributed to  his  success  in  managing  a  farm  of  his 
own  after  he  entered  upon  his  independent  career 
as  an  agriculturist.  He  was  poor  at  the  start,  but 
by  good  judgment  and  tact  in  business  he  has 
worked  his  way  to  comparative  affluence,  over- 
coming all  obstacles  that  beset  him,  and  prosper- 
ing in  all  his  undertakings.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
most  competent  farmers  in  his  native  county  and 
has  a  large  farm  that  is  under  the  best  of  tillage 
and  is  provided  with  improvements  of  a  high 
order. 

He  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  honest  in  thought 
and  deed,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  identifying  them- 
selves with  all  that  is  good  and  will  elevate  the 
community  socially  and  religiously,  and  contribut- 
ing freely  to  all  worthy  objects  that  come  under 
their  notice. 

Mr.  Moore  and  Miss  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Pierce,  of  Wayne  Township,  were  united 
in  marriage  in  1850,  and  they  have  a  home  replete 
with  comfort  and  abounding  in  hospitality.  The 
following  is  recorded  of  the  twelve  children  with 
whom  they  have  been  blessed :  Elizabeth,  who  was 
born  in  1851,  died  in  1852;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of 
Scott  Fisher,  was  born  in  1853;  William  was  born 
in  1855,  and  died  at  home  in  1872;  Sarah  Ellen 
was  born  in  1858,  and  married  W.  S.  Seitzer,  of 
Wayne  Township;  Ida  Jane,  who  was  born  in 
1861,  died  in  1862;  George  Albert,  who  resides 
with  his  parents,  was  born  in  1863;  John,  a  resi- 
dent of  Wayne  Township,  was  born  in  1866,  and 
married  a  Miss  Betts;  Emma,  wife  of  Elwood 
Swank,  was  born  in  1868;  Eva,  who  was  born  in 
1868,  died  in  1869;  Albert,  who  was  born  in  1870, 


died  in  1875;  Lotta,  who  was  born  in  1874,  also 
died  in  1875;  Jessie,  the  youngest,  was  born  in 
1876. 

George  Albert,  our  subject's  eldest  living  son, 
is  engaged  with  him  in  the  management  of  his  ex- 
tensive farming  and  stock  interests.  He  is  an 
active  and  useful  citizen,  well  informed  on  all 
general  subjects,  and  is  ably  serving  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  He  holds  a  prominent  place  in  social 
circles  as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of 
Waynetown  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  organi- 
zation. 

QEORGE  ROWLAND,  M.  D.  To  become 
,  eminent  as  a  physician  requires  not  only 
great  skill  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
,  [  profession,  but  it  also  requires  much  natural 
tact  and  the  ability  to  administer  to  a  "mind  dis- 
eased" as  well  as  to  look  after  the  physical  condi- 
tion of  a  patient.  Dr.  Rowland  is  one  of  those 
who  speedily  gains  the  confidence  of  his  patient, 
and  upon  quitting  them  leaves  them  in  a  happy 
and  hopeful  frame  of  mind,  which  contributes  in 
no  small  degree  to  their  speedy  recovery,  providing 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  ailments  or  the  in- 
tensity of  suffering  is  not  such  as  to  make  a  placid 
condition  of  mind  impossible.  He  was  born  at 
Hillsboro,  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  April  19,  1840, 
a  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Rowland  and  America  (Mc- 
Intyre)  Rowland,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Loudoun  County,  Va. ,  and  the  latter  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Ind.,  in  1836.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Maj.  Robert  Mclntyre,  who  settled  in  Rob  Roy 
about  the  time  of  her  birth. 

Dr.  Thomas  Rowland  began  the  study  of  medi 
cine  with  Dr.  Crawford  of  Rob  Roy  and  after- 
ward entered  upon  his  practice  at  Hillsboro, 
where  he  married.  In  1840  he  went  to  Chambers- 
burg  and  there  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1864, 
his  patronage  being  a  very  extended  and  lucrative 
one.  He  was  also  an  extensive  dealer  in  real 
estate,  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
and  successfully  conducted  a  general  mercantile 
establishment    at    Chambersburg.     He    was   born 
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July  25,  1810,  his  death  occurring  on  the  21st  of 
August,  1864. 

Mrs.  Rowland  died  when  their  son  George  was 
four  years  of  age  and  he  afterward  married  Miss 
Malinda  Walker,  who  survives  him  and  resides  on 
a  farm  near  Veedersburg.  George  is  the  elder  of 
two  children  born  to  his  parents,  the  other  mem- 
ber being  Mary  Frances,  of  Sterling,  Neb.,  the 
widow  of  Charles  Grady.  The  father's  second 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Francena,  wife  of  John  McBroom,  of  La  Fayette; 
Maranda  M,.  wife  of  Wallace  Luke,  of  Covington; 
Walsey  Walker,  a  resident  of  Wylie,  Tex.,  and 
Caroline  Florence,  wife  of  Jacob  Carpenter,  of 
Veedersburg. 

Dr.  George  Rowland  attained  man's  estate  in 
Chambersburg  and  in  that  place  pursued  the  study 
of  medicine  for  some  time,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  which  he  was  attend- 
ing at  the  time  of  his  father's  death.  He  after- 
wards completed  his  medical  studies  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  graduating  in 
the  class  of  1865  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He 
next  took  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio  and  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1866.  He  next  became  the  administrator  of  his 
father's  estate,  giving  bonds  of  $33,000,  and  three 
years  were  consumed  before  the  final  settlement 
was  made.  He  then  began  practicing  his  profes- 
sion at  Chambersburg,  and  there  resided  until 
May  30,  1869,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Spencer,  of  Belleville,  W.  Va. ,  near  where  his 
grandmother  lived  and  where  he  was  visiting. 
With  his  young  bride  he  began  housekeeping  on 
the  lot  on  which  he  was  born,  where  he  remained 
until  March,  1870.  From  that  time  until  July, 
1873,  he  practiced  in  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  and  until  1877  was  practicing  at 
Veedersburg. 

He  organized  the  first  paper  of  that  place  Octo- 
ber, 1874,  the  Veedersburg  Review,  and  remained 
its  most  efficient  editor  for  two  years.  The  paper 
was  started  as  an  independent,  but  during  the 
campaign  of  1876  it  became  a  red-hot  Greenback 
paper.  Upon  the  Doctor's  removal  to  Attica,  in 
1877,  lie  established  the  Attica  Journal,  to  which 


he  gave  his  attention  for  two  years,  making  it  in- 
dependent in  its  politics.  He  disposed  of  his 
plant  at  the  end  of  two  years  and  it  was  removed 
to  Covington  iu  October,  1879,  and  became  the 
Covington  Journal.  In  this  the  Doctor  retains  a 
part  interest,  and  for  some  time  was  associate 
editor,  but  now  devotes  his  entire  time  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  and  has  a  very  large  patron- 
age. He  belongs  to  the  Fountain  County  Medical 
Society,  assisted  in  organizing  it  iu  1867,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Medical  Society.  He  keeps 
well  posted  in  his  profession,  and  contributes  to 
several  medical  journals,  his  articles  being  ably 
written.  He  is  one  of  the  authors  of  the  present 
law  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Indiana. 
He  is  a  Democrat  but  is  not  active  in  politics, 
although  he  was  a  member  of  the  United  States 
Ex.  Board  during  Cleveland's  administration  and 
is  at  present  a  member  of  the  Board  under  Cleve- 
land. He  is  County  Health  Officer.  He  has  one 
daughter,  Maud  Eva  Keever,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
the  high  school  and  Normal,  and  has  taken  a 
musical  course  at  the  De  Pauw  University  at 
Greeneastle,  Ind.  Edna,  another  daughter,  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Rowland  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  but  the  Doctor  is  a  Catholic. 
Up  to  about  the  age  of  forty-five  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  also,  but  about 
four  years  ago  he  united  with  the  Catholic  Church 
after  mature  reflection  and  deliberation.  At  that 
time  Father  Plaister  was  the  priest  in  charge,  and 
largely  through  his  influence  the  Doctor  was  led  to 
change  his  religious  views.  He  keeps  his  own  dis- 
pensary and  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  successful  physicians  of  his  section  of 
the  country,  his  name  being  almost  a  household 
word. 
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It    f/ENRY  CONNERLY.      Among  the    infiuen 
p"H     t.ial     farmers     of    Washington   Township, 
1[    Parke    County,    is   he   of   whom  we  write. 
■f/  who   owns    a  desirable  and  fertile  farm  on 

Section  13.  He  is  an  early  settler  of  this  county, 
which  has  been  his  home  since  he  was  four  ye;irs 
of  age.  He  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1828,  and  is  the  Bon  of  John  and    Eliza- 
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beth  (Tyrell)  Connerly.  The  former  was  a  son  of 
William  Connerly,  who  was  born  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  North  Carolina  and  was 
there  married.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  the  year  1821,  when  he  removed  to 
Lawrence  County,  Ind.,  settling  within  twelve 
miles  of  Bedford,  where  he  entered  land  of  the 
Government  and  resided  until  his  death.  His 
edncation  was  exceptional  for  a  man  of  that  early 
day.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  reared  a  family  of  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  Thomas  being  the  only  one  now  living. 

Our  subject's  father  was  born  in  1807  and  when 
fourteen  years  of  age  came  with  his  parents  to 
Lawrence  County,  where  he  lived  with  them  until 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  when  he  had  reached 
his  majority.  His  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Tyrell, 
became  the  mother  of  our  subject.  She  was  one  of 
six  children,  all  of  whom  are  since  deceased.  Mrs. 
Connerly  died  in  1844,  and  some  time  later  the 
father  married  Miss  Frances  Johnson  by  whom  he 
had  eight  children.  After  her  death  he  married 
Miss  Rhoda  Palmer,  and  when  she  was  called  to 
her  final  rest  he  took  for  his  wife  Mrs.  Nellie 
Barnes,  whose  death  occurred  only  a  few  weeks 
afterward.  Then  Miss  Catherine  Nance  became 
his  wife  and  she  survives  her  husband,  who  died 
in  1890.  He  was  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican, 
serving  several  years  as  Township  Trustee  and 
Constable  under  the  old  law  of  Washington 
Township.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  and  a  much  respected  citizen. 
About  the  year  18'28  he  began  by  renting  land  and 
farming,  his  place  being  only  an  eighty-acre  tract. 
Four  years  later  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Parke  County,  settling  on  Mill  creek,  where  he 
reared  his  family  of  eighteen  children,  there  be- 
ing two  sets  of  twins  in  the  number, 

Upon  reaching  his  majority,  Henry  Connerly  of 
this  sketch  began  learning  the  blacksmith  trade 
andin  1850,  with  his  twin  brother,  went  to  Barnes' 
Mill,  which  they  carried  on  for  eight  years.  Our 
subject  then  purchased  one  hundred  acres,  the 
farm  which  has  since  been  his  place  of  residence. 
In  connection  with  his  farming  duties,  he  ran  a 
threshing  machine  for  six  years.  He  has  now 
two  hundred  and  seventeen  acres,  which  is  all  im- 


proved, and  has  placed  good  buildings  upon  it, 
but  when  he  first  became  the  owner  of  the  farm, 
only  fifty  acres  had  been  fenced.  He  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  farmers  of  the  township,  his  place 
being  a  model  of  thrift. 

In  1851  Mr.  Connerly  wedded  Martha  J.  Arm- 
strong, who  was  born  in  Parke  County  in  1830. 
Of  their  ten  children  two  died  in  infancy.  The 
other  members  of  the  family  are:  John  W.,  Har- 
vey H.;  Mary,  wife  of  Ed.  Watson;  Eli  D. ,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  James  J.,  Andrew 
W. ,  Edward  W.,  and  Stephen  A.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  1873  and  three  years  later 
Mr.  Connerly  married  Mrs.  Mary  (Strickler) 
White,  who  had  three  children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage; John  W.,  Esta,  wife  of  Ira  L.  Davis,  and 
Abner,  deceased.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  good 
standing,  and,  politically,  the  former  casts  his  bal- 
lot in  favor  of  the  Republican  nominees. 

J|ACOB  M.  HARSHBARGER,  residing  on 
Section  6,  Clark  Township,  is  one  of  the 
/  foremost  of  the  citizens  who  have  aided  in 
the  advancement  and  development  of  Mont- 
gomery County.  He  is  a  leading  farmer  and 
stock- raiser,  one  of  the  ablest  of  its  business  men 
and  financiers,  and  one  who  has  been  long  and 
honorably  identified  with  its  public  life.  He  is 
also  prominently  connected  with  some  of  its  lead- 
ing institutions,  and  has  been  very  influential  in 
advancing  social,  educational  and  religious  inter- 
ests in  his  community. 

Mr.  Harshbarger  was  born  March  10,  1828,  in 
Botetourt  County,  Va. ,  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead at  the  Harshbarger  Grist  Mill  on  Tinker 
creek,  two  miles  from  Roanoke  city.  In  the  fall 
of  1831  his  parents  left  the  old  Virginia  home  with 
their  children  to  seek  a  new  one  in  the  wilds  of 
this  county.  His  father  purchased  fourteen  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  of  the  Government,  and  lived 
in  a  rented  cabin  on  Section  17,  Clark  Township, 
temporarily.  In  the  spring  of  1833  he  removed 
'with  his  family  into  the  more  commodious  house 
that  he  had  built  on  his  own  land  on  Section  7  of 
the  same  township. 
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Jacob  M.  Harshbarger  was  reared  in  that  home, 
in  which  he  lived  some  seventeen  years.  His  edu- 
cation was  conducted  in  the  subscription  schools 
of  Ladoga,  and  among  his  teachers  was  William 
R.  Nefsinger,  who  afterwards  became  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  in  this  state.  David  Shannon  was 
also  one  of  his  teachers.  He  subsequently  became 
County  Surveyor,  and  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  the 
first  educator  in  the  county.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
Mr.  Harshbarger  left  school  and  worked  on  his 
father's  farm  until  he  was  twenty-two.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  one  month  and  three  days,  and  two  years 
later  removed  from  his  father's  place,  March  10, 
1850,  to  that  of  his  father  in-law,  upon  which  he 
still  resides.  He  and  his  wife  lived  with  and  took 
care  of  her  parents  until  their  death,  when  Mrs. 
Harshbarger  inherited  their  property. 

Mr.  Harshbarger  has  made  many  valuable  im- 
provements on  the  old  Myers  homestead  since  it 
came  under  his  control,  including  a  handsome  and 
commodious  residence  and  a  large  and  well  ar- 
ranged barn.  Our  subject  has  his  farm  in  a  fine 
condition,  its  appointments  of  the  best,  and  every- 
thing is  kept  in  good  order.  He  and  his  wife 
owned  at  one  time  fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land, 
and  until  very  recently  had  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  acres  of  realty.  He  is  much  inter- 
ested in  raising  tine  stock,  and  has  some  of  the 
best  in  the  county,  making  a  specialty  of  breeding 
first  class  Shorthorn  cattle,  of  which  he  has  a  noble 
herd,  including  a  thoroughbred  bull  of  that  breed. 
He  raises  blooded  horses,  has  a  great  many  high 
graded  Poland-China  hogs,  and  keeps  the  cele- 
brated Shropshire  sheep,  there  being  in  his  flock 
two  ewes  recently  imported  at  a  cost  of  $65  each. 

Mr.  Harshbarger's  character,  keen  insight  into 
business  matters,  wide  experience,  large  public 
spirit,  and  eminent  fitness  in  every  way  for  respon- 
sible positions  early  brought  him  to  the  front,  and 
lie  has  done  valuable  service  in  various  official 
capacities,  while  his  name  is  associated  with  many 
enterprises  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  township 
and  county.  He  was  County  Commissioner  three 
years  from  December,  1879,  until  December,  1882, 
and  for  twenty  seven  years  he  was  School  Director 


in  his  district,  always  a  friend  to  education,  and 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  raise  the  standard  of  edu- 
cation in  this  section.  He  was  Director  of  the 
County  Fair  at  New  Ross  for  three  years,  and  was 
Director  of  the  Montgomery  County  Fair  at  Craw- 
fordsville  eleven  years.  He  has  been  repeatedly 
solicited  by  his  friends  to  accept  the  nomination 
for  Representative  from  his  county,  but  has  de- 
clined the  honor. 

Mr.  Harshbarger  is  a  Republican,  a  strong  pro- 
tectionist, and  is  unswerving  in  his  allegiance  to 
his  party.  He  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Mutual 
Benefit  Association,  and  is  President  of  the  County 
Council  of  the  association.  He  is  Treasurer  of 
the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Insurance  Company, 
of  Montgomery  and  Fountain  counties,  and  ever 
since  the  Bank  of  Ladoga  was  organized  he  has 
been  President  of  the  bank.  He  has  always  used 
his  influence  to  introduce  public  improvements  and 
was  one  of  the  principal  men  who  were  instrumen- 
tal in  securing  the  Whitesville  and  Ladoga  Free 
Turnpike,  as  well  as  in  having  the  roads  graveled 
and  bridges  built  to  facilitate  travel. 

Mr.  Harshbarger  is  a  member  of  the  Horse 
Thief  Detective  Association,  and  was  one  of  its 
captains  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Senior  Warden  of  the  Ladoga 
Lodge,  No.  187.  In  his  church  relations  he  is  as- 
sociated with  the  Christian  denomination  and  is  a 
deacon  in  the  Christian  Church  at  Ladoga.  He 
was  one  of  the  building  committee  at  the  time 
their  house  of  worship  was  erected,  being  one  of 
the  prime  movers  in  having  it  built,  and  he  was 
very  active  in  collecting  money  to  pay  for  it,  be- 
sides contributing  liberally  himself. 

April  13,  1848,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  M.  Myers,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Hannah  (Arnold)  Myers.  Her  birth- 
place was  near  that  of  her  husband  on  Tinker's 
Creek,  in  Botetourt  County,  Va.,  and  she  was  born 
October  28,  1826.  Her  father  was  born  January 
1,  1798,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  early 
home  of  our  subject,  and  her  mother  was  born 
October  3,  1806,  near  Brough's  Mill,  Botetourt 
County.     The  father  of   Henry  Myers    was  John 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


375 


Myers,  Sr.,  wbo  was  the  son  of  a  German  and  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  had  migrated 
to  Botetourt  County,  Va.  Hannah  Arnold  was  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  Arnold,  who  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Virginia  in  1795.  His  father  came 
from  Germany  to  this  country. 

In  1833  the  Myers  family  left  Virginia  to  settle 
in  this  state.  For  three  years  they  lived  in  Scott 
Township,  near  Parkersburg,  and  then  Mr.  Myers 
bought  the  farm  upon  which  our  subject  now  re- 
sides, and  this  was  his  home  until  his  death,  De- 
cember 27,  1875.  His  wife  passed  away  January 
8,  1876.  They  had  but  two  children,  Mrs.  Harsh- 
barger  and  her  brother  Daniel,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 13,  1830,  and  died  February  11,  1841. 
Mr.  Myers  was  a  reserved  man,  who  attended 
strictly  to  business  and  accumulated  a  handsome 
property,  including  five  hundred  and  twenty-four 
acres  of  land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harshbarger  have  had  five 
children,  of  whom  these  three  are  living:  Sa- 
loma  E.,  who  was  born  January  11,  1854,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Davidson  of  Union  Town- 
ship; Amanda  A.,  who  was  born  June  17,  1856, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Brookshire, 
who  is  serving  his  second  term  in  Congress  as 
Representative  of  this  district,  and  George  W., 
who  was  born  October  20,  1858,  married  Eva  J. 
Canine,  and  resides  with  his  father.  He  has  two 
children:  Earl  M.,  who  was  born  April  14,  1885, 
and  Mary  Ethel,  born  October  29,  1886.  Death 
has  taken  from  our  subject  and  his  wife  two  of 
their  beloved  children:  Marion  M.,  who  was  born 
February  3,  1851,  and  died  August  15,  1852,  and 
Henry  M.,  who  was  born  April  5,  1852,  and  died 
September  20,  1876.  He  had  married  Lavina 
Peffley,  who  was  born  in  February,  1855,  and  they 
had  one  child,  Lula  May,  who  was  born  August 
31,  1876. 

Mr.  Harshbarger  is  a  true  lover  of  home,  and  is 
intensely  patriotic,  at  least  as  regards  this  part  of 
the  great  Republic.  He  has  traveled  in  Kansas, 
and  as  far  north  in  the  United  States  as  Wiscon- 
sin, and  not  long  ago  he  spent  five  weeks  in  Balti- 
more and  Washington,  but  his  convictions  remain 
unshaken  that  there  is  no  place  like  central  In- 
diana, and  no  county  equal  to  his  own. 


RTHUR  A.  HARGRAVE,  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Rockville  Republican,  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  young  business  men 
in  Parke  County.  He  was  born  in  Port- 
land Mills,  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  August  15, 
1856,  and  is  the  son  of  William  H.  and  Susan 
(Bishop)  Hargrave,  of  whom  further  mention  is 
made  in  the  biographical  sketch  of  the  father,  pre- 
sented elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He  was  two 
years  old  when  his  father  located  on  a  farm  in 
Putnam  County,  and  there  he  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood,  his  time  being  devoted  mostly  to  du- 
ties incident  to  rural  life,  and  his  opportunities 
for  education  limited. 

When  thirteen  years  old  our  subject  accompan- 
ied his  parents  to  Rockville,  where  he  carried  on 
his  studies  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
printer  in  the  office  of  the  Rockville  Republican. 
In  1876  he  entered  Wabash  College  at  Crawfords- 
ville,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1881,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  While 
in  college  he  was  one  of  the  Baldwin  prize  essay- 
ists, and  won  considerable  local  fame  through  his 
high  order  of  abilities. 

Upon  leaving  college  Mr.  Hargrave  accepted  the 
position  of  reporter  on  the  Kansas  City  Journal 
and  remained  in  that  position  for  one  year,  when 
he  returned  to  Rockville.  In  the  spring  of  1883 
he  became  reporter  for  the  Terre  Haute  Express, 
but  events  soon  afterward  took  place  which  in- 
duced him  to  resign  that  position  for  work  in  for- 
eign lands.  During  the  year  above  mentioned  he 
was  offered  a  position  by  the  Presbyterian  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  and  at  once  sailed  for  Persia, 
where  he  took  charge  of  the  printing  establish- 
ment of  the  Board  at  Oroomiah.  The  printing 
was  done  in  the  Syriac  language,  which  he  soon 
mastered.  During  a  portion  of  the  time  spent 
abroad  he  was  an  editor  of  the  monthly,  entitled 
Rays  of  Light  which  was  printed  in  the  Syriac 
language. 

While  in  Persia,  Mr.  Hargrave  met  Miss  Marion 
S.,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Moore,  now  of 
Worthington,  Minn.,  and  the  acquaintance  ripened 
into  love.  They  were  married  in  Oroomiah,  July 
9,   1885.      Two  years  later,  on  account  of  the  ill 
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health  of  Mrs.  Hargrave  they  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  for  a  time  made  their  home  at 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  where  our  subject  filled  the 
position  of  assistant  editor  of  the  Express.  In 
the  spring  of  18S8  he  came  to  Rockville  and  pur- 
chased the  Rockville  Republican,  which  he  has 
published  ever  since.  At  the  time  of  the  pur- 
chase the  paper  had  greatly  depreciated  in  value, 
but  Mr.  Hargrave  has  succeeded  in  bringing  it  up 
to  a  high  literary  standard.  New  machinery  has 
been  added  to  the  printing  department,  the  typo- 
graphical appearance  of  the  paper  has  been  im- 
proved and  the  circulation  increased.  The  Repub- 
lican is  a  weekly  paper,  Republican'in  politics,  and 
contains  local  news  as  well  as  items  of  general  in- 
terest. The  proprietor,  as  the  paper,  is  a  strong 
Republican  in  his  political  belief  and  is  one  of  the 
active  workers  in  the  ranks  of  the  party.  He 
takes  considerable  interest  in  educational  matters 
and  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Rockville  schools. 
His  religious  connections,  as  will  be  inferred  from 
what  has  already  been  mentioned  of  his  life,  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitv. 
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\[  VALENTINE  E.  LIVENGOOD,  attorney-at- 
law.  With  a  strong,  healthy  and  vigorous 
itellect,  a  capacity  for  logical  reasoning 
and  sound  judgment,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that,  though  still  young,  Mr.  Livengood 
has  distinguished  himself  in  the  practice  as  a  con- 
scientious and  capable  adviser.  He  possesses  re- 
markable aptitude  for  dealing  in  a  practical  and 
eminently  successful  way  with  the  issues  involved 
in  general  litigation,  and  his  care  and  conservatism 
in  reaching  conclusions  in  accordance  with  which 
he  advises  his  clients  were  noted  early  in  his  pro- 
fessional career,  as  was  also  the  fact  that  he  was 
seldom  in  error  in  his  constructions  of  the  law,  or 
applying  it  to  cases  at  bar. 

Mr.  Livengood  was  born  in  Jackson  Township, 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  June  22,  1859,  a  son  of 
Solomon  and  Elizabeth  (Day)  Livengood,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  bom  in  North  Carolina  and  the 
latter  in  Indiana,  their  marriage  taking  place  in 


Parke  County,  of  this  state.  Solomon  Livengood 
became  a  resident  of  Indiana  in  1834  and  with  his 
parents  settled  in  Fountain  County,  their  names 
being  Thomas  and  Mary  (Shuler)  Livengood. 
Solomon  was  but  a  child  at  that  time,  but  is  still 
residing  near  the  farm  on  which  his  parents  settled 
and  is  now  about  sixty  years  of  age. 

Valentine  E.  Livengood  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  about  seventeen  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  he  entered  the  Normal  College  at 
Valparaiso,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1880.  But  in  the  meantime  for  two  years  he 
was  also  at  Lagoda  Academy.  At  the  early  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  had  begun  teaching  school  and 
he  followed  this  occupation  off  and  on  for  five 
years  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  resided. 
With  the  money  thus  gained  he  paid  his  way 
through  college  and  in  1881  for  one  year  he  was 
the  Principal  of  the  Hillsboro  school,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  showed  himself  to  be  an  able  and  suc- 
cessful educator  and  a  fine  disciplinarian.  Fol- 
lowing this  he  was  Superintendent  of  the  schools 
of  Covington  for  five  years,  but  during  this  time 
a  great  deal  of  his  spare  time  has  been  devoted  to 
the  study  of  law  and  in  1687  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  soon  after  began  the  practice  of  that 
profession,  entering  upon  his  work  with  the  advan- 
tages of  a  liberal  education  and  a  natural  aptitude 
for  his  chosen  calling. 

Mr.  Livengood  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  A. 
Liudley,  which  lasted  for  three  years,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  alone  until  recently,  when  he 
entered  into  a  co-partnership  with  his  brother,  the 
style  of  the  firm  being  Livengood  &  Livengood. 
He  has  established  himself  in  a  comfortable  and 
remunerative  practice,  and  is  looked  upon  by  both 
the  profession  and  general  public  as  a  lawyer  of 
high  character  and  more  than  ordinary  ability. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  ever 
since  1887,  and  although  a  Democrat,  is  not  active 
politically.  A  cultured,  affable  and  genial  gentle 
man,  he  gains  friends  rapidly,  attracts  clients 
through  his  fairness  and  candor  in  dealing  with 
them,  as  well  as  by  reason  of  his  acknowledged 
legal  ability,  and  has  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
highly  successful  legal  career.  He  was  married 
September   13,  1883,  to  Miss  Ida  E.   Johnson,  a 
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daughter  of  Hon.  James  G.  Johnson,  of  Montgom- 
ery County,  Ind.,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  the 
same  county.  Their  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  two  sons:  Aurelian  S.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  five  weeks,  and  Forrest  E.  Mr.  Livengood  and 
his  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  and  he  is  an  Elder  in  the 
same.  They  move  in  the  highest  social  circles  of 
Covington  and  have  many  warm  friends  who  de- 
light in  gathering  beneath  the  shelter  of  their  hos- 
pitable roof. 
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rjRANCIS  W.  MACOUGHTRY.  In  these 
days  of  money-making,  when  life  is  a  con- 
stant struggle  between  right  and  wrong,  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  lay  before  an  intelligent 
reader  the  unsullied  record  of  an  honorable  man. 
To  the  youthful  it  will  be  a  useful  lesson — an  in- 
centive to  honest  industry.  Such  a  person  we  find 
in  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
He  is  at  present  the  popular  and  efficient  Clerk  of 
Fountain  County,  and  a  man  classed  among  the 
representative  citizens  of  the  same.  He  is  a  native 
of  West  Virginia,  born  in  Jefferson  County,  May 
18,  1841,  and  the  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Timber- 
lake)  Macoughtry,  both  natives  of  the  Old  Domin- 
ion and  descendants  of  representative  families  of 
that  state. 

The  father  passed  away  in  his  native  state  when 
our  subject  was  about  a  year  old,  and  in  1848  the 
mother  removed  to  Warren  County.  Ind.,  where 
she  subsequently  married  James  L.  Hamilton. 
The  latter  followed  farming  near  West  Lebanon 
and  there  received  his  final  summons.  The  youth- 
ful days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  Warren 
County  for  the  most  part,  and  he  attended  Wave- 
land  Academy  until  advanced  far  enough  to  enter 
the  Sophomore  class.  In  the  year  1862,  when  the 
war  cloud  had  settled  upon  the  nation,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  Eighty-sixth  Indiana  Regiment, 
organized  in  Warren  County,  and  was  in  service 
in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  He  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Perryville,  and  was  in  a  number  of  severe 


skirmishes.  He  was  disabled  and  was  in  the  hos- 
pital when  the  battle  of  Stone  River  was  fought, 
and  later  was  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville.  In 
the  latter  part  of  1863  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. 

Following  the  war  Mr.  Macoughtry  engaged  in 
milling  near  Rob  Roy,  Fountain  County,  with 
Alanson  Greenwood,  and  conducted  this  for  about 
nine  years.  In  connection  with  this  he  also  en- 
gaged in  the  live-stock  business,  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  this,  the  business  sometimes  amounting 
to  1440,000  per  annum.  He  bought  all  over  the 
country  and  shipped  largely  over  the  Wabash  Rail- 
road. Mr.  Macoughtry  continued  this  until  about 
five  years  ago.  He  was  made  executor  of  his  un- 
cle's estate,  worth  160,000,  and  this  he  settled  up 
satisfactorily.  In  1883  he  was  elected  to  Attica 
Council,  and  in  1885  was  elected  to  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  Mayor,  which  position  he  held  for 
two  years,  refusing  renomination. 

In  1890  Mr.  Macoughtry  was  elected  by  the 
Democratic  party,  whose  principles  he  advocates, 
to  the  position  of  County  Clerk,  coming  within 
twelve  votes  of  carrying  his  township,  although  the 
Republican  majority  is  usually  about  one  hundred 
and  seventy- five.  As  County  Clerk  he  received 
one  hundred  and  twenty  majority  over  his  oppo- 
nent. His  ancestors  were  Whigs  in  their  political 
predilections,  but  Mr.  Macoughtry  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party.  His  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Lincoln  in  1864.  While  modest  and  un- 
assuming in  his  demeanor,  he  is  endowed  with 
those  very  rare  qualities  of  good  sense  and  good 
judgment,  which,  together  with  his  genial  and 
pleasing  manners,  not  only  fit  him  for  any  position 
to  which  he  may  be  elected,  but  congregate  around 
him  many  warm  friends.  He  is  one  of  the  pleas- 
ant, whole-souled  men  of  the  community. 

While  his  office  is  in  Covington,  Mr.  Macough- 
try resides  in  Attica  in  one  of  the  most  charming 
and  attractive  homes  in  the  place.  This  is  presided 
over  by  his  accomplished  and  refined  wife,  for- 
merly Miss  Rachel  Plowman,  of  Attica.  Their  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  on  the  23d  of  May,  1871. 
Mr.  Macoughtry  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  a  Master  Mason. 
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dOHN  G.  L.  MYERS,  M.  D.,  of  Blooming- 
dale,  was  bora  in  Hillsdale,  Mich,  April  29, 
I  1857,  and  is  of  German  parentage.  Andrew 
and  Rosina  Myers,  his  parents,  removed, when 
he  was  six  months  old,  to  Goshen,  Ind.,  and  there 
they  still  reside.  In  that  place  he  received  such 
educational  advantages  as  fitted  him  for  the  prac- 
tical duties  of  life.  In  1878  he  was  graduated 
from  the  County  Normal.  For  three  years  prior 
to  that,  as  well  as  for  four  years  afterward,  he 
followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher,  in  the  schools 
of  Indiana  and  Texas. 

In  the  spring  of  1884  our  subject  was  graduated 
from  the  Medical  College  of  Indiana,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  standing  among 
the  highest  in  a  class  of  forty.  His  theoretical 
knowledge  acquired,  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  1883  at  his  home  in  Goshen,  and  re- 
mained there  until,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the 
leaders  of  Prohibition  work  in  the  state,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1886,  he  became  editor  of  the  Pha- 
lanx, the  official  Prohibition  organ  of  Indiana.  He 
was  also  practically  "the  power  behind  the  throne," 
so  far  as  the  management  of  the  campaign  for  that 
year  was  concerned,  and  largely  as  the  result  of 
his  efforts,  the  Prohibition  vote  increased  over 
three  hundred  per  cent.  At  the  close  of  the  cam- 
paign he  resigned  control  of  the  Phalanx,  the  cir- 
culation of  which  he  had  increased  forty  per  cent. 
He  then  located  at  Bloomiugdale,  Ind,  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

The  Doctor  has  served  as  Health  Officer  at 
Bloomiugdale  since  1890.  In  1880  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  Legislature  from  Marion  County,  and 
four  years  later  he  was  the  candidate  for  Congress 
from  the  Eighth  Indiana  District.  Because  of  his 
services  for  the  cause,  he  has  been  twice  offered 
the  leadership  of  the  Prohibition  State  Central 
Committee,  but  refused  to  accept.  Since  October, 
1889,  he  has  managed  the  appointments  of  Hou. 
M.  V.  B.  Bennett,  of  Kansas,  who  is  constantly 
on  the  platform  in  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  averages  more  than  one  speech  a  day  the  year 
around.  From  1886  to  1892,  inclusive,  the  Doctor 
was  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  State  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union. 

In  the  autumn  of  1891  the  Bloomiugdale  World 


came  into  the  possession  of  Dr.  Myers  and  still 
remains  his  property.  In  January,  1891,  he  as- 
sisted in  organizing  the  Citizens'  Building  Loan 
Fund  and  Savings  Association,  and  has  served  as 
Secretary  from  the  date  of  organization.  At  the 
age  of  ten  he  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  four  years  later  was  an  officer  in  one 
of  the  largest  Sunday-schools  in  Indiana.  He  has 
always  been  an  active  church  worker  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those  who  know  him. 
Though  radical  and  aggressive  for  the  truth,  he  is 
careful  to  govern  his  acts  and.  words  by  the  spirit 
of  Christ.  Since  1887  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  and  often  takes  part  in  the 
public  services. 

At  Leesburg,  Ind. ,  in  1881,  Mr.  Myers  met  Miss 
Laura  Sanderson  and  in  1886  they  were  married 
near  Arvonia,  Kans.  The  Doctor  considers  his  wife 
the  great  blessing  of  his  life,  and  he  certainly  has 
a  right  to  be  proud  of  her,  as  she  is  a  lady  of  lovely 
character,  They  have  four  children,  namely: 
Marie,  Leonard,  Paul  and  Beulah. 
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THOMAS  J.  GRIFFITH,  M.  D.,  a  promi- 
nent man  and  skilled  physician  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  is  the  gentleman  of  whom 
this  sketch  is  written.  He  is  well  known 
through  the  state,  for  in  every  convention  of  the 
Prohibition  party  Dr.  Griffith's  voice  is  heard 
in  denunciation  of  the  traffic  in  spirits. 

Dr.  Griffith  was  born  near  Frankfort,  Ind., 
April  2,  1837,  and  he  was  the  son  of  Thornton  and 
Mary  A.  (Hall)  Griffith.  The  former  was  a  native 
sou  of  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  the  mother  was 
born  in  Newberry  County,  S.  C,  and  both  came 
with  their  parents  to  Montgomery  County  when 
young.  Abraham  Griffith,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  came  to  this  county  about  1820,  and 
erected  the  first  jail  that  was  ever  built  here,  but 
it  is  not  standing,  as  it  burned  down.  He  died  in 
this  place  about  1832-33  aud  had  carried  on  a  busi- 
ness as  cabinet-maker. 

Grandfather  Hall  came  here  in  1830,  be- 
came a  prominent  farmer  in  Ripley  Township, 
and  died  in  1848.      He  had   for  fifty  years  been  an 
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Elder  in  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mary  Hall  married  Thornton  Griffith  in 
this  county  in  1836  and  the  same  year  the  young 
couple  moved  into  Clinton  County.  Mr.  Griffith 
was  a  mechanic,  but  he  opened  up  a  farm  in  Clin- 
ton County.  In  1846  he  returned  to  Montgomery 
County  and  settled  in  Crawfordsville,  in  1850,  five 
miles  northeast  of  the  village,  and  remained  for 
eighteen  years  and  saw  the  village  grow  into  a  city. 
In  1868  he  moved  to  Darlington,  where  he  died 
June  23,  1869.  His  skill  as  a  carpenter  is  attested 
by  several  houses  which  still  stand  in  Crawfords- 
ville bnilt  by  him  in  1835,  the  old  Elstou  home- 
stead being  one.  In  his  political  opinions  he  was 
a  Whig,  and  was  a  candidate  for  Representative 
to  the  Legislature  at  one  time,  and  was  always  a 
strong  Abolitionist.  In  his  religious  belief  he 
was  a  Friend,  his  mother  having  been  a  member  of 
that  gentle  sect.  His  widow  survived  him  until 
November  2,  1886,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  them:  Thomas  J.,  Joanna  M. ,  and  Nancy  E. 
Joanna  died  in  1865,  aged  twenty-five  years.  Nancy 
is  Mrs.  Joseph  Binford,  of  Crawfordsville. 

Thomas  J.  Griffith  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and 
lived  with  his  parents.  He  attended  a  seminary 
at  Crawfordsville,  and  then  entered  a  store  and 
clerked  for  one  and  a  half  years  for  William 
Bowers.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-fifth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteers, 
and  soon  after  was  promoted  to  be  Commissary 
Sergeant  and  was  located  at  Lexington,  Ky.  He 
served  through  Tennessee  and  Alabama  for  four 
months,  and  was  discharged  in  the  fall  of  1864.  At 
this  time  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  James  S.  Mc- 
Clellan,  1865-66,  and  attended  lectures  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  continuing  his  studies  until  he  gradu- 
ated in  the  class  of  1867  at  the  Miami  Medical 
College  at  Cincinnati. 

In  1867  Dr.  Griffith  opened  an  office  at  Dar- 
lington, where  he  practiced  medicine  for  twenty- 
one  years.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he  came  to  Craw- 
fordsville, and  has  had  a  general  practice  here. 
Through  the  county  and  state  he  has  been  very 
active  in  medical  matters  and  has  given  special 
attention  to  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  by  what 
is  known  as  "the  ice  treatment.''  He  has  read 
details  of  such  treatment  before  the  societies,  and 


has  written  treatises  upon  it  in  various  medical 
journals.  His  theory  is  that  the  diphtheritic 
membrane  requires  heat  above  the  normal  condi- 
tion of  the  body  in  order  to  develop,  and  the  use 
of  ice  reduces  that  heat  and  prevents  the  membra- 
nous growth.  In  support  of  the  efficacy  of  his 
treatment  in  twenty-five  years  of  practice  Dr. 
Griffith  has  lost  but  one  patient  from  diphtheria. 
He  applies  the  same  theory  to  scarlatina  when  any 
throat  trouble  exists. 

Dr.  Griffith  was  married  October  4,  1871,  to 
Miss  Martha  E.  Hutchings,  M.  D.  He  is  a  man 
of  genial  disposition,  much  given  to  independence 
of  thought  and  habits  of  study  and  investigation. 
The  bent  of  his  mind  is  toward  Spiritualism, 
although  he  holds  Unitarian  views.  In  his  polit- 
ical belief  he  is  a  Prohibitionist  and  now  is  Chair- 
man of  the  County  Committee,  and  in  every  cam- 
paign he  is  found  on  the  stump  in  the  interest  of 
the  cause  of  temperance.  His  social  nature  has 
brought  him  into  connection  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  post.  Dr.  Griffith  is  a 
member  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society. 
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IfffENRY    H.    DOCHTERMAN.     There    was 
fr=-l     something  essentially  American  in  the  life 
4i    and   character  of  the  gentleman  who  is  the 
V  subject  of  this   sketch.     The  United  States 

has  given  rare  opportunities  to  men  with  courage, 
honesty  of  purpose,  integrity  and  energy,  to 
achieve  success.  The  bulk  of  the  public  men  and 
those  who  have  made  their  mark  in  the  world 
have  been  men  of  the  above  characteristics,  and 
Mr.  Dochterman  was  most  certain  one  of  that 
stamp. 

Henry  H.  Dochterman,  one  of  the  prominent 
legal  lights  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  was  a  native 
of  the  Hoosier  Stale,  born  near  Lam-el,  Frank- 
lin County,  June  9,  1847,  and  the  son  of  Charles 
A.  and  Hulda  (Potts)  Dochterman,  the  father 
probably  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German 
origin.  His  father,  Jesse  Dochterman,  died  in 
Iowa,  in  about  1890.  The  father  of  our  subject 
removed  to   Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  in    1849, 
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and  there  followed  his  trade  of  millwright  for 
some  time.  Later  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  Green,  and  when  about  ready  to  begin 
practicing,  died  of  consumption. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  two  years  of 
age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Montgom- 
ery County  and  was  only  seven  years  of  age  when 
his  father  passed  away.  His  mother,  with  her 
four  children,  then  went  to  reside  with  her  broth- 
er, Samuel  Potts,  on  a  farm,  and  our  subject, 
when  nine  years  of  age,  took  up  his  residence  with 
Abuer  Gray,  a  miller  on  Black  creek,  remaining 
with  him  for  two  years.  His  mother  was  married 
in  1856  to  Garret  Harlow,  a  farmer,  and  our  sub- 
ject made  his  home  with  his  step-father  until  six- 
teen years  of  age.  He  attended  school  regularly 
and  being  possessed  of  an  unusually  bright  and 
active  mind,  began  teaching  school  when  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  near  Wesley,  Montgomery 
Comity.  After  one  winter  spent  as  a  wielder  of  the 
ferrule,  he  entered  De  Pauw  University  in  1866  and 
graduated  at  that  institution  in  1869.  Sauford 
Gray,  of  near  Wesley,  had  purchased  a  scholar- 
ship for  him  and  he  worked  his  own  way  through, 
graduating  with  the  degree  of  B.  S. 

Following  this  Mr.  Dochterman  taught  during 
the  winter  months  and  in  the  summer  season 
worked  on  a  farm.  By  March,  1871,  he  had  saved 
$450  aud  in  the  spring  of  that  year  he  came  to 
Covington,  where  he  began  the  study  of  law  with 
Stillwell  &  Woods.  In  the  fall  of  1871  he  taught 
school  again  but  returned  to  law  in  1872  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  then  began  practicing  in 
partnership  with  Hon.  S.  F.  Wood,  continued  with 
him  for  three  years  and  then  became  connected 
with  Thomas  L.  Stillwell,  with  whom  he  continued 
in  partnership  until  1881.  In  that  year  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Lucas  Nebeker  aud  remained 
with  him  until  1887  when  Mr.  Nebeker  moved  to 
Kansas. 

In  January,  1891,  our  subject  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Daniel  \Y.  Sinims,  which  continued 
until  his  death.  They  had  a  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive practice  and  one  of  the  most  complete  libra- 
ries in  the  county.  Our  subject  was  elected 
Township  Clerk  in  1872  aud  held  that  office  several 
terms.     His  early  education,  his  intellectual   bent, 


his  legal  training  aud  his  self  discipline,  combined 
to  tit  him  most  admirably  for  the  position  which 
he  was  called  upon  to  fill.  He  was  also  School 
Trustee  for  six  years.  His  knowledge  of  the  law  was 
broad  and  comprehensive  and  his  careful  investi- 
gation of  facts,  courteous  and  dignified  demeanor, 
strong  aud  forcible  manner  of  speaking,  placed 
him  among  the  most  prominent  members  of  the 
bar  in  Fountain  County.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  had  been  a  delegate  to  district  and 
state  conventions.  Socially  he  was  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1873,  Mr.  Dochterman 
was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Smith,  a  native  of 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Jasper  Smith,  now  a  resident  of  Crawfordsville. 
Of  this  union  there  is  one  child,  Charles  G.,  who  is 
now  eighteen  years  of  age  and  a  student  in  the 
Sophomore  class  of  Wabash  College.  Mrs.  Doch- 
terman and  son  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  Dochterman  was  well  informed  on 
religious  history  and  was  liberal  in  his  views.  He 
was  a  gentleman  in  every  seuse  of  the  term,  hon- 
est, reliable  and  esteemed  by  all. 
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JLLIAM  T.  CLARK,  an  enterprising 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  resides  on  Sec- 
tion 22,  Walnut  Township,  Montgomery 
County,  where  he  has  a  productive  and 
well-conducted  farm.  He  is  a  native  of  Shelby 
County,  Ky. ,  and  was  born  July  27.  1830.  His 
father  was  Campbell  P.  Clark,  who  was  born  in 
Virginia,  and  was  a  sou  of  William  Clark,  who 
moved  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  when  his  son 
Campbell  was  four  years  old,  and  settled  in  Shelby 
County,  eight  miles  from  Shelbyville. 

Campbell  Clark  was  reared  in  Shelby  County,  and 
was  married  there  to  Miss  Mary  Lee,  whose  father 
was  a  farmer.  In  1832,  three  years  after  their 
marriage,  he  came  to  Indiana,  and  entered  one 
hundred  aud  sixty  acres  of  land  of  the  Government, 
in  Parke  County.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  the  county,  and  resided  there  until  his 
death  at  a  ripe  age,  January  1,  1881.  He  was 
very  successful  in  his  pioneer  labors,    cleared  his 
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land  and  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  added  to  it  by  further  purchase  until  he 
owned  a  tine  farm  of  three  hundred  aqd  twenty 
acres,  upon  which  he  erected  good  buildings.  Mr. 
Clark  was  a  member  of  the  Old  School  Baptist 
Church.  In  early  manhood  he  was  a  Whig  polit- 
ically, but  after  that  party  became  a  thing  of  the 
past  he  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party.  After  his  first  wife's  death  he  married 
Mrs.  Jones,  a  widow  and  the  daughter  of  John 
Lee,  a  Baptist  preacher  of  Montgomery  County. 
She  followed  her  husband  to  the  grave  twelve 
years  after  his  demise.  Mr.  Clark  was  the  father 
of  seveu  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
namely:  William  T. ;  Elizabeth  Francis,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Lindsey  McMuller,  and  died  in 
1864;  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  Simeon  Van  Cleave; 
James  Franklin,  who  died  in  1885;  Matilda,  who 
married  Francis  McMuller,  and  is  now  dead; 
Abraham,  a  farmer  in  Parke  County,  and  Henry 
H.,  a  farmer  in  Cass  County,  Mo.  Mr.  Clark  also 
reared  a  niece,  Harriet  Ellen  Miller,  now  the  wife 
of  Bart  Douley  of  Parke  County. 

Our  subject  was  but  two  years  old  when  his 
father  came  to  Indiana.  He  was  reared  in  Parke 
County,  near  Waveland,  and  remained  at  the 
paternal  home  until  he  was  forty  years  of  age,  af- 
fording his  father  valuable  assistance  on  the  farm. 
He  was  married  February  14,  1861.  to  Miss  Nancy 
B.  Van  Cleave,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Van  Cleave, 
who  was  a  cousin  of  old  Jonathan  Van  Cleave. 
Our  subject  lived  on  his  father's  farm  until  1870, 
when  he  removed  to  Walnut  Township,  Mont- 
gomery County,  and  located  two  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  New  Rosa,  where  he  resided  for  over  thir- 
teen years.  His  farm  at  that  point  consisted  of 
eighty  acres  of  land,  the  most  of  which  he  im- 
proved himself,  remaining  thereon  until  1883, 
when  he  sold  that  place  and  purchased  the  farm 
which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  It  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land,  which  Mr. 
Clark,  by  his  industry,  perseverance  and  good 
management,  has  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  tillage, 
and  its  improvements  are  of  a  substantial  charac- 
ter. 

Our  subject  having  lost  his  first  wife  by  death,  he 
married  Catherine    Duke,    daughter    of    George 


Duke,  a  shoemaker  of  Montgomery  County.  Mr. 
Clark  is  the  father  of  the  following  children  born 
of  the  first  marriage,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
Henry  Clay,  a  grain  merchant  at  Fredericksburg, 
who  married  Minnie,  daughter  of  Jacob  Johnson, 
a  fanner  of  Walnut  Township;  George  W.,  who 
married  Martha,  daughter  of  William  Lawter,  and 
lives  in  Clark  Township;  Nancy  Ann  and  Charles, 
who  reside  at  home;  Catherine  died  when  seven 
years  of  age.  Mary  Ellen  and  John  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Our  subject  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
Religiously,  he  is  an  influential  member  of  the 
Old  School  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  holds 
the  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Trustee.  He  is  a 
strong  temperance  man  and  is  warmly  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  movement. 
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LEWIS  OTTERMAN.      Among  the  venerable 
.    pioneers  of    Montgomery  County  who   are 
I  still     living     amid     the     scenes    of    their 

early  hardships  and  later  triumphs  is  Lewis 
Otterman,  who  is  eminently  worthy  of  representa- 
tion in  this  biographical  record.  He  acquired 
wealth  while  assisting  in  the  development  of  the 
rich  agricultural  resources  of  this  region,  and  is 
spending  his  declining  years  surrounded  by  com- 
fort and  plenty  on  his  large  and  well-ordered 
farm  on  Section  15,  Clark  Township. 

Mr.  Otterman  was  born  September  1,  1811,  in 
what  is  now  Putnam  County,  W.  Va.  His  father, 
who  bore  the  same  name  as  himself,  was  born  at 
Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  and  was 
reared  in  the  Old  Dominiou.  He  married  Miss 
Glory  Null,  the  daughter  of  Philip  Null.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  migrated  from 
that  state  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  married 
Miss  Margaret  Bushong.  He  followed  farming 
and  the  tanning  trade  until  the  Revolutionary 
War  broke  out  and  then  entered  the  Continental 
Army.  He  served  throughout  the  entire  conflict 
waged  by  the  Colonists  for  freedom,  fighting  un- 
der command  of  Gens.  Marion,  Washington 
and  Morgan  and  for  bravery  on  the  field  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Captain. 
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After  bis  marriage  Lewis  Otterman,  Sr.,  returned 
to  his  native  town  and  subsequently  moved  from 
there  to  Putnam  County,  in  the  western  part  of 
Old  Virginia,  now  West  Virginia,  where  be  fol- 
lowed farming  some  eighteen  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  came  with  his  family  to  Indiana 
and  hist  located  on  land  that  he  entered  from  the 
Government  in  Clark  Township,  comprising  eighty 
acres  of  timber,  which  he  at  once  began  to  clear 
and  put  under  tillage.  Three  or  four  years  later 
he  sold  that  and  removed  to  another  farm  about 
live  miles  east  of  Ladoga,  where  he  lived  until 
his  life  was  brought  to  a  close  by  his  death  in 
1858.  In  boyhood  Mr.  Ottermau  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  but  after  coming  to  Indiana 
he  became  convinced  that  immersion  was  neces- 
sary to  his  soul's  salvation  and  he  was  admitted  to 
membership  in  the  Christian  Church  by  the  rite  of 
baptism.  His  first  wife  died  and  he  married  for 
his  second  wife  Mrs.  Jessie  Ruth.  He  was  the 
father  of  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity and  six  of  whom  are  still  living:  John,  who 
is  eighty  three  years  old;  our  subject;  Philip,  who 
is  seventy;  Elisha  and  Eliza,  who  are  sixty-seven, 
and  Joseph,  who  is  sixty  years  old.  George, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Sam,  Henry  and  Elijah  are  dead. 
Elijah,  Elisha  and  Eliza  were  triplets. 

Lewis  Otterman  was  eighteen  years  old  when 
he  left  his  early  home  and  migrated  with  his  par- 
ents to  the  wilds  of  Indiana.  He  remained  with 
his  father  until  he  was  twenty  and  then  his  father 
gave  him  his  time  and  he  started  out  in  life  on  his 
own  account  with  a  good  fund  of  courage,  ability 
to  work  and  resolution  to  make  his  way  in  spite 
of  serious  obstacles.  His  only  worldly  possessions 
consisted  of  a  poor  suit  of  clothes  and  an  axe. 
He  first  found  employment  with  his  Uncle  MyerB 
and  afterward  witli  his  Uncle  John  at  a  salary  of 
$8  a  month.  Notwithstanding  his  scant  wages  he 
managed  to  save  $64  of  his  first  year's  earnings. 
I'utting  this  money  in  a  pouch  which  his  mother 
made  for  him  and  hanging  it  about  his  neck,  he 
walked  to  the  land  office  at  Crawfordsville  and 
preferred  his  claim  to  eighty  acres  of  land.  During 
the  four  years  that  followed  the  energetic  young 
man  made  enough  working  by  the  month  to  get 
one  hundred  and  sixty  five  acres  of  land. 


In  the  fall  of  1836,  after  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Hettie,  daughter  of  Samuel  Pefley,  who  came  to 
this  county  in  1835,  Mr.  Otterman  took  possession 
of  his  land  and  still  makes  it  his  home.  He 
worked  early  and  late,  managed  his  affairs  with 
shrewdness  and  far  seeing  judgment  and  won  a 
place  among  the  monied  men  of  the  county,  ac- 
quiring a  valuable  property.  Fifteen  years  ago 
he  divided  the  greater  part  of  his  landed  estate 
among  his  children,  having  then  between  eleven 
hundred  and  twelve  hundred  acres  of  choice  land. 
He  still  holds  a  quit  claim  deed  to  the  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  comprised  in  the  farm  on 
which  he  lives. 

Mr.  Otterman  has  ever  proved  himself  a  faithful 
citizen,  who  has  the  interest  of  his  township  and 
county  at  heart  and  is  ever  ready  to  promote  the 
general  good  of  the  community  in  any  way  within 
his  power.  He  has  always  been  a  friend  to  edu- 
cation and  was  an  early  advocate  of  free  schools. 
He  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat  and  during  the 
war  was  a  strong  Unionist  and  Abolitionist.  He 
has  lived  a  temperate  life,  prolonged  to  a  serene  old 
age,  and  the  cause  of  temperance  has  in  him  a  firm 
supporter.  He  has  not  cared  for  public  office  and, 
though  at  one  time  appointed  County  Commis- 
sioner, was  excused  from  serving  in  that  capacity 
at  his  own  request. 

Mr.  Otterman  is  not  a  believer  in  creeds,  but 
takes  the  great  truths  laid  down  in  the  Bible  as 
the  truest  exponents  of  religion.  He  has  been  a 
potent  factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  Christian 
Church,  of  which  he  has  beeu  a  devoted  member 
forty-eight  years.  He  was  originally  connected 
with  the  Hawk  Creek  Church,  but  in  1847  he  and 
several  others  were  instrumental  in  starting  the 
church  now  known  as  Christian  Chapel  in  his  own 
neighborhood  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Sunday-school.  He  has  served  as  Deacon 
and  likewise  as  Elder  of  the  church  and  has  con- 
tributed liberally  of  his  means  toward  its  support. 

Five  of  the  seven  children  that  have  blessed  the 
marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife  are 
still  living,  as  follows:  Ann  Eliza,  wife  of  Isaac 
Smith,  of  Boone  County;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of 
Josiah  Bradley,  of  this  township;  Samuel,  of  whom 
further  mention  is  made;  James   M.   and  George 
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W. ,  who  are  residents  of  Clark  Township.     John 
F.  and  Lewis  C.  are  the  names  of  those  that  died. 

Samuel  Henry  Otterman  was  born  May  10,  18-42, 
and  reared  on  the  old  home  place  in  Clark  Town- 
ship. He  attended  the  district  schools  in  his  boy- 
hood, where  he  obtained  a  practical  education. 
He  was  well  trained  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the 
old  homestead  and  there  he  now  carries  on  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  on  his  own  account.  He  has 
a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-live  acres  of 
good  land,  all  finely  improved  and  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation. 

In  1870  Mr.  Otterman  was  wedded  to  Miss 
Souierville  Roberts,  a  daughter  of  Larkin  Roberts, 
a  painter  and  cabinet-maker.  Five  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otterman:  Lewis  Al- 
bert, born  July  7,  1871;  Hettie,  January  15,1874; 
Dora  Belle,  August  26,  1882;  George  M.,  Janu 
ary  7,  1885,  and  Lorene  Alice,  June  14,  1888. 
Mr.  Otterman  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
is  active  in  its  every  good  work  and  in  its  Sunday- 
school,  and  his  everyday  life  gives  evidence  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  religious  professions.  He  belongs 
to  the  Montgomery  County  Horse  Thief  Detective 
Association  and  the  community  where  he  has  al- 
ways lived  and  where  he  is  well  known  finds  in 
him  one  of  its  best  citizens. 

dfAMES  T.  BALL,  M.D.,  makes  his  home  in 
Judson,  Parke  County,  which  has  been  his 
I  dwelling  place  since  he  began  his  professional 
career.  When  he  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  he  was  $300  in  debt  for  his  school 
tuition,  but  this  amount  he  soon  paid  and  has 
steadily  laid  by  money  for  investment.  He  has 
now  a  well-improved  farm  near  the  village,  quite 
a  tract  of  land  in  Kansas  and  three  desirable 
pieces  of  iown  property. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  this  county,  near  what 
is  known  as  New  Discovery,  October  9,  1859,  and 
is  a  son  of  James  and  Nancy  A.  (Johnson)  Ball. 
The  father  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  reared  in 
Ohio.  Throughout  life  he  followed  the  avocation 
of  an  agriculturist.  He  was  three  times  married, 
our  subject's  mother  being  his  third  wife.      Of  his 


first  union  were  born  four  children:  David,  Mary, 
Abel,  deceased,  and  Sarah.  Three  children 
graced  the  second  marriage;  two  died  in  child- 
hood, and  one,  Dennis,  resides  near  Indianapolis. 
Our  subject  is  one  of  two  children,  his  sister, 
Alice,  now  deceased,  having  been  the  wife  of  John 
M.  Lucas.  They  had  one  daughter,  Maud,  now 
ten  years  of  age,  who  is  living  with  her  uncle,  the 
Doctor.  James  Ball  died  when  our  subject  was 
only  a  child  of  two  years,  and  some  time  after  his 
mother  removed  to  Knox  County,  Ind.,  where  she 
became  the  wife  of  Horace  A.  Edwards,  who  later 
moved  to  Sullivan  County.  The  mother's  death 
occurred  in  1881. 

Dr.  Ball  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Sullivan 
County,  where  he  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, with  which  his  ambition  did  not  allow  him 
to  be  satisfied,  for,  while  still  in  his  youth  he  laid 
the  foundation  of  study  and  research  which  he  has 
continued  in  the  years  that  followed. 

He  begun  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  William  A.  Fleming  at  Pleasantville,  Ind.,  in 
the  winter  of  1S80,  and  the  following  autumn 
entered  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  Three  years  later  he  was  graduated 
from  that  institution,  where  he  took  a  special 
course  in  chemistry  for  which  he  received  a  special 
diploma.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Parke 
County  Medical  Society,  of  the  Mitchell  District 
Medical  Society,  and  of  the  State  and  the  American 
Medical  Associations.  To  the  conventions  of  the 
latter  in  many  different  states  the  Doctor  has  been 
made  a  delegate  for  several  consecutive  years. 
After  the  completion  of  his  collegiate  course  he 
located  at  once  at  J  udson,  which  has  since  been 
the  field  of  his  operations.  After  having  practised 
ten  years,  in  the  spring  of  1893  he  supplemented 
his  medical  studies  by  taking  a  post  graduate 
course  at  Chicago,  in  the  Chicago  Polyclinic 
Hospital. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Robert  and 
Amanda  Clark,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume,  in  April,  1884,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Dr.  Ball  and  Miss  Emma  M.  Clark. 
For  eighteen  years  our  subject  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  fraternally,  belongs  to 
Howard  Lodge,  No.  71,  I.  O.  0.  F.  of  Rockville. 
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He  is  a  Republican,  and  in  1888  was  chosen  Trus- 
tee of  his  township  by  that  party  and  re  elected  to 
the  position  two  years  later. 

«J^=Y  OBERT  L.  BARNES.  Iu  the  twilight  of 
IW^  an  honored  life,  this  venerable  resident 
1^  of  Washington  Township,  Parke  County, 
J/  whose  pleasant  home  was  situated  on  Sec- 

tion 14,  closed  his  eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  earthly 
toil  and  usefulness  und  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond 
April  4,  1892.  Esteemed  in  life,  in  death  he  was 
sincerely  mourned,  and  among  his  many  acquaint- 
ances there  is  not  one  who  did  not  realize  that  in 
the  death  of  this  citizen  the  township  had  lost 
one  of  its  most  active  members,  and  his  family 
and  friends  one  who  was  ever  devoted  to  their 
happiness. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  born  in  1848  to  Edward  and 
Sarepta  Barnes,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Parke  Couuty.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  reached  manhood,  and 
was  in  partnership  with  his  father  in  the  milling 
business,  which  they  followed  successfully.  He 
afterward  located  on  a  farm  consisting  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  well  cultivated  land, 
taking  with  him  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Susie  Norcross,  to  whom  he  was  married 
October  2,  1879.  Mrs.  Barnes  is  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  Norcross,  who  were  natives  of 
Virginia. 

To  Robert  Barnes  and  his  wife  were  born  two 
children,  whom  they  named  Mary  and  Roscoe. 
They  are  now  both  attending  school  and  receiving 
good  educations.  In  political  life  Mr.  Barnes  was 
ii  Democrat  and  molded  his  beliefs  iu  accordance 
with  the  pronounced  principles  of  that  party.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  forty- four  years,  when  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  left  behind  a  good  record  as  a 
citizen  and  iu  all  the  relations  that  he  had  sus- 
tained toward  others. 

Mrs.  Susie  Barnes  was  born  in  Rockbridge 
County,  Va.,  September  5,  1860,  to  Thomas  J. 
and  Mary  Norcross.  The  former  parent  was  a  son 
of  William  Norcross,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  who 
there  grew  to  mature  years  and  after  his  marriage 


emigrated  and  settled  in  Rockbridge  Couuty,  Va. , 
where  he  was  the  operator  and  owner  of  an  iron 
forge.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
to  some  extent.  The  birthplace  of  our  Mrs. 
Barnes'  father  was  also  in  Virginia,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education.  When  a  young 
man  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Matilda  Lewis. 

Iu  1870  Mr.  Norcross  emigrated  with  his  wife 
and  family  to  Parke  County,  Ind. ,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  a  plasterer  for  some  time.  He 
was  the  father  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  Those  living  are:  Lucy,  wife  of  J.  P. 
Rusell;  Susie,  Mrs.  Barnes;  Etta,  who  married 
Charles  Durham;  Minnie  and  William.  In  re- 
ligious belief  Mr.  Norcross  was  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
taken  great  interest.  Politically  he  was  connected 
with  the  Democratic  party,  to  the  principles  of 
which  he  stoutly  adhered.  His  wife  died  in  1885, 
after  which  he  removed  his  place  of  abode  to  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Barnes,  who  is  known  for  her  pleas- 
ant disposition,  hospitality  and  attractiveness,  and 
is  very  highly  esteemed  in  the  community. 


^V^**^' 
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JiOHN  A.  GOLDSBERRY,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  practicing  physicians  of  Peun  Town- 
'  ship,  Parke  County,  and  the  subject  of  a 
history  more  than  ordinarily  interesting.  He 
is  a  man  of  line  physique,  and  of  a  noble  character 
which  has  won  him  a  host  of  friends  in  the  couuty 
who  have  watched  his  career  with  an  admiration 
well  worthy  of  his  achievements. 

Dr.  Goldsberry  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
in  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Mathias  and  Mary 
(McCaully)  Goldsberry.  The  father  was  of  an  old 
Virginian  family  and  born  iu  the  eastern  part  of 
that  state  in  1804.  Iu  his  youth  he  emigrated  to 
Ross  County  with  his  parents,  where  he  received  a 
good  education  in  the  select  school  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  in  the  meantime  helping  his  father  on  the 
farm.  When  a  young  man  he  married  Miss  Mary 
McCaully,  whe  became  the  mother  of  five  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.      The  family  comprised  two  sons  and  three 
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daughters.  After  his  marriage,  in  1836,  he  came 
to  Indiana,  where  he  resided  in  Indianapolis  for 
two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  moved  to 
Augusta.  Here  he  followed  his  former  occupation 
and  remained  until  1855,  then  locating  in  Putnam 
County,  where  he  followed  the  grocery  business. 
A  few  years  later  be  was  enabled  to  come  to  Rock- 
ville,  where  he  led  a  retired  life  and  died. 

Dr.  John  A.  Goldsberry  began  on  his  own  ac- 
count by  teaching  a  district  school  in  Marion 
County,  Ind.,  which  vocation  he  followed  eighteen 
months,  meanwhile  devoting  all  his  spare  time  to 
the  reading  of  medicine.  At  Bainbridge  he  studied 
medicine  under  Dr.  James  Gregory  for  two  years, 
and  then  entered  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago 
in  1864.  He  had  previously  taken  a  course  in  this 
college  in  1856-57  and  practiced  on  a  small  scale. 
After  a  second  course  in  Chicago  he  began  the 
practice  at  Parkeville,  this  county,  and  in  1865  lo- 
cated where  he  now  resides,  faithfully  discharging 
his  duties  as  a  physician.  He  has  lived  here  since 
1865,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  which  was 
spent  in  Greencastle,  where  his  children  were  re- 
ceiving their  education.  A  year  previous  to  his 
locating  in  this  county,  Dr.  Goldsberry  entered  the 
service  as  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  First  Heavy- 
Artillery  of  Indiana,  where  he  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  war. 

In  1858  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Mary  Connelly, 
a  daughter  of  David  and  Susan  Connelly.  Mrs. 
Goldsberry  bore  her  husband  six  children,  named 
as  follows:  Carrie,  deceased;  Laura;  Charles,  de- 
ceased; Omer,  of  Greencastle;  Warren  and  Maude, 
deceased.  The  Goldsberry  family  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  Parke  County  as  be- 
longing to  the  best  element  of  that  section.  They 
are  people  generally  well-to-do,  highly  intelligent 
and  prominent  in  the  vicinity.  Dr.  Goldsberry 
has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs  and  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Lodge  No. 
127,  of  Annapolis;  also  as  a  member  of  the  Parke 
County  Medical  Society  takes  great  interest  in  it, 
and  in  the  State  Medical  Association.  He  is  an 
industrious  worker  and  appreciates  the  happiness 
and  comforts  of  home  life.  All  the  avenues  lead- 
ing to  a  snug  competency  are  open  and  leading  him 


to  the  goal  which  he  is  zealously  endeavoring  to 
reach.  He  is  a  good  paying  and  earnest  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  having  been  connected 
with  it  for  a  number  of  years. 


^  ,v  jk.  .v  v .  v  a.  v 
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J  (AMES  M.  ELDER,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  engaged  in  farming  in  Washington 
/  Township,  occupies  a  high  place  among  the 
farmers  of  Parke  County,  to  whose  intelli- 
gence and  industry  is  greatly  owing  its  substan- 
tial progress.  A  native  of  Kentucky,  his  birth 
occurred  in  Madison  County  May  24,  1822,  he 
being  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Ann  (McCord) 
Elder.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  born  in 
Madison  County,  August  5,  1786,  and  was  the 
youngest  of  eight  children  born  to  his  parents,  who 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  Irish  de- 
scent. 

Alexander  Elder  remained  with  his  parents  un- 
til he  reached  manhood,  in  the  meantime  securing 
what  education  he  could.  He  married  Ann  Mc- 
Cord in  Madison  County,  Ky. ,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 19,  1792.  After  his  father's  death  he 
came  into  possession  of  his  father's  estate,  and  in 
1825  emigrated  to  Parke  County,  investing  the  few 
hundred  dollars  he  had  saved  in  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  Government  land.  He  came  to 
his  new  home  with  a  four-horse  wagon  and  a  cart 
and  yoke  of  oxen,  bringing  with  him  all  his  family 
and  household  goods.  Here  he  at  once  erected  a 
rude  cabin  and  lived  till  he  attained  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years,  at  which  time  he  saw  the  greater 
part  of  his  farm  improved.  Notwithstanding  all 
the  hard  work  attached  to  this  pioneer  life,  he  and 
his  wife  with  their  seven  children  lived  in  enjoy- 
ment, contented  with  their  lot.  The  children  were 
named  Andrew  W. ,  David,  Margaret,  Celia,  Sal- 
lie,  James  and  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom  are  dead  ex- 
cepting James.  At  one  period  of  his  life  Mr. 
Elder  worked  at  brick  masonry,  which  proved  a 
profitable  business.  He  was  a  Democrat  who 
stood  by  his  party  whether  defeat  or  victory 
perched  on  its  banners.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
He  passed  away  November  4,  1866,  his  wife  hav- 
ing gone  to  her  final  rest  about  ten  years  before. 
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James  M.  Elder  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
when  he  began  in  life  for  himself  and  took  charge 
of  the  farm.  Eight  years  later  he  chose  a  com- 
panion in  the  person  of  Sarah  A.  Burford,  who  is 
a  daughter  of  William  D.  and  Mary  A.  Burford. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children:  Mary 
E.,  wife  of  John  D.  Overman;  Amanda  D.,  wife  of 
Dudley  McWilliams;  William,  deceased;  Anna  E., 
who  married  Joseph  D.  Adams;  Emma  J.,  wife  of 
Wilson  Cummings;  Ella,  who  married  Wilber 
Blue;  Lucinda,  wife  of  Charles  Bridges,  and 
James  E.  of  Rockville. 

Mr.  Elder  has  always  tried  to  give  his  children 
a  good  education,  doing  everything  in  his  power 
for  their  advancement  and  aid.  He  is  a  diligent 
laborer  in  the  work  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  is 
also  his  wife,  and  the  former  is  now  acting  as 
Deacon.  He  has  proved  himself  in  every  way  res 
liable  and  useful  to  the  community,  and  his  many 
friends  bear  testimony  to  his  worth  and  ability. 
Politically  Mr.  Elder  is  a  Democrat,  having  cast 
his  first  vote  for  James  K.  Polk. 
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j^ILLIAM  C.  DOOLEY.  This  promising 
young  man  and  intelligent  farmer  of 
Washington  Township,  Parke  County, 
was  born  in  1872,  to  the  late  Reuben  T. 
and  Salomi  (Newlin)  Dooley,  and  was  reared  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  His  father  was  a 
son  of  Silas  and  Sarah  (Landeri)  Dooley,  who 
were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and  came  to  the  state 
of  Indiana,  where  they  located  in  this  county  in 
an  early  day.  In  their  journey  hither  the  grand- 
mother rode  on  horseback,  carrying  her  eldest 
child  in  her  arms  to  the  new  home  in  the  forest. 
Here  they  resided  on  a  large  tract  of  land  which 
belonged  to  an  uncle,  who  had  entered  it  from  the 
Government  years  before.  The  grandfather  was 
a  very  patriotic  man,  and  when  civil  war  was  de- 
clared he  gave  three  sons  to  the  service  of  his 
country.  Politically  he  supported  the  Whig  can- 
didates, later  casting  his  vote  with  the  Republic 
ans.  He  was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
New  Light  Church.     His  wife  yet  lives  on  the  old 


homestead  and  is  a  very  intelligent  and  interesting 
old  lady.  Her  husband  continued  to  farm  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  about  1875. 

Reuben  T.  Dooley  was  born  on  the  old  home 
stead  in  the  year  1848,  and  there  received  a  mea- 
ger education  in  the  same  district  in  which  his  son 
was  afterward  educated,  although  the  house  was 
one  of  a*  more  rude  construction.  He  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents  until  his  father's  death, 
after  which  the  cares  and  duties  of  the  farm  fell 
upon  his  young  shoulders.  When  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  a 
daughter  of  Enos  and  Elizabeth  (Rheubottom) 
Newlin.  This  lady  was  born  in  Parke  County  and 
was  the  mother  of  five  children:  Fred  L. ,  Will- 
iam C,  Charlie,  Carrie  and  Henry.  She,  with  her 
husband,  worked  efficiently  in  the  Presbyterian 
denomination.  Her  husband  was  a  Republican 
politically,  and  kept  himself  well  informed  on  the 
issues  of  the  day.  He  died  September  3,  1892,  at 
the  age  of  forty  four  years. 

A  very  important  event  occurred  in  the  life  of 
William  C.  when  he  was  united  in  matrimony 
October  12,  1892,  to  Tola  B.,  daughter  of  W.  R. 
and  Jennie  Cooper.  Mr.  Dooley  has  charge  of 
the  home  farm,  which  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  cultivated  land,  and  is  not  only  a 
prosperous  farmer  but  a  very  successful  stock- 
raiser  as  well.  He  keeps  on  his  farm  a  number  of 
draft  horses  and  roadsters,  also  some  cattle  of  the 
best  breeds.  In  business  he  is  methodical  and 
systematic,  reliable  in  all  things,  enterprising  and 
progressive.  The  record  of  his  life  is  one  of  in- 
terest, owing  to  the  fact  that  he  has  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  and  it  is  well  worthy  of  emula- 
tion by  young  men  who  have  to  fight  life's  battles 
unaided.  He  is  a  great  comfort  to  his  aged 
grandmother,  who  makes  her  home  with  him. 


^v  ^  ^  ^'  ^  ^  v-  ^v 
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J/OHN  D.   HUEY.      The  man  who  chooses  the 
vocation   of  a  farmer  will   in  all   probability 
/    bo  spared  the  excitement  which  belongs  to 
some   pursuits  and   the  stirring  events  which 
characterize  life  in  the  centers  of  commerce.      Ex- 
amples of  unremitting  zeal,  sincere  kindliness  and 
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strict  integrity  may  be  met  with  in  every  agricult- 
ural district  of  our  country,  and  it  affords  us 
pleasure  to  embody  in  this  volume  the  brief  out- 
line of  the  life  of  an  unassuming  citizen  of  Wash- 
ington Township,  Parke  County,  who  is  justly 
honored  for  his  noble  character  and  useful  life. 

A  native  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Huey  was  born  in 
Wythe  County,  in  the  year  1811,  to  Thrtmas  E. 
aud  Rhoda  (Draper)  Huey.  The  grandfather, 
Robert  Huey,  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State, 
where  he  was  reared  and  married,  after  which  he 
migrated  to  Ohio  with  his  family  in  an  early 
day,  and  located  near  the  present  site  of  Dayton. 
Here  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution.  To  himself 
and  wife  were  born  nine  children,  six  sons  and 
three  daughters.  His  wife  died  a  few  years  pre- 
vious to  the  death  of  her  husband,  who  passed 
away  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, being  born  February  22,  1780.  Having 
been  deprived  of  parental  care  in  his  early  youth 
he  was  taken  into  the  home  of  an  uncle  in  Wythe 
County,  Va.,  where  he  remained  until  his  mar- 
riage. After  this  event  he  followed  his  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer  in  the  Old  Dominion  until  the 
fall  of  1832,  when  he  migrated  with  his  family, 
to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  bringing  with  him  six 
horses,  a  buggy  and  a  little  produce.  Here  he 
bought  and  located  on  the  farm  where  our  subject 
now  makes  his  home,  and  also  entered  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  eight  acres  from  the  government 
on  Sand  creek.  On  the  former  place,  which  was 
densely  wooded,  he  at  once  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  a  rude  log  house,  18  by  20  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, to  which  he  afterward  added  another  room, 
16  by  18  feet. 

To  Mr.  Huey  and  wife  were  born  six  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were 
named  Eleanor,  Jane,  John  D.  and  Joseph,  and 
all  are  now  deceased  with  one  exception.  Thomas 
E.  Huey,  when  a  young  man,  enlisted  in  the  War 
of  1812,  but  was  never  in  battle.  Politically  he 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Whig  party,  and  with  his 
wife  worked  in  the  cause  of  the  Methodist  Episco 
pal  Church.  Mr.  Huey  was  an  intelligent  gentle- 
man and  noted    for    his   many  worthy   traits   of 


character,  which  recommended  him  as  an  agreea- 
ble person  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  well  improved  land. 
He  passed  away  in  1856,  a  few  years  after  the 
decease  of  his  wife. 

John  D.  Huey  began  in  life  for  himself  by  tak- 
ing charge  of  his  father's  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres,  on  which  he  did  the  most  of  the  clearing. 
At  the  time  of  his  father's  demise  he  was  perfectly 
capable  of  managing  the  farm,  which  for  years 
afterward  yielded  him  an  abundant  harvest.  In 
1836  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sallie,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Anna  Elder.  They 
became  the  parents  of  six  children:  Emma,  Erne- 
line,  Sarah,  Thomas,  John  R.  and  Florence.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Huey  is  an  advocate  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  by  his  own  self-reliance, 
energy  and  labor  accumulated  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  rich  farming  land,  and  with  his  son, 
J.  R.,  is  now  carrying  on  the  home  farm.  Be- 
sides being  engaged  in  general  farming  he  deals 
extensively  in  Short  horn  and  Jersey  cattle,  Po 
land-China  hogs,  and  Cotswold  sheep.  Mr.  Huey 
deserves  great  credit  for  his  excellent  management 
in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  is  a  good  citi- 
zen, and  by  his  friendly  manner  has  won  a  host 
of  friends  in  the  community.  In  1870  Mr.  Huey 
was  bereft  of  his  life  companion,  who  was  a  kind 
and  indulgent  mother,  a  devoted  wife,  and  a  true 
helpmate. 


^^^ns^; 
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P^ERMINTER  P.  NOEL.  In  this  volume 
may  be  found  biographies  of  many  influen- 
tial citizens  who  have  plodded  up  the  steeps 
of  honor  and  prosperity  with  remarkable 
energy  and  success.  The  life  of  Mr.  Noel  fur- 
nishes a  good  example  of  this  kind.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in  Washington  Town 
ship,  Parke  County,  and  thereon  is  devoting  his 
time  and  strength  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Pro- 
gressive in  every  way,  he  is  known  in  this  section 
as  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  prominent  farmers. 
A  native  of  this  county,  our  subject  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 25,   1845,  to   Samuel   and  Rachael   (Parks) 
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Noel.  The  father  was  the  son  of  William  Noel, 
who  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  died  when  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  very  young.  Being  left 
to  depend  upon  himself,  the  father  of  our  subject 
began  serving  a  three  years'  apprenticeship  at  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he 
commenced  in  business  for  himself,  which  he  car- 
ried on  in  Kentucky  for  an  indefinite  period.  His 
marriage  to  Anna  Carver  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
the  following  children:  James,  William,  Samuel, 
Artimesa,  Mary,  Hannah  and  Martha,  all  of  whom 
are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Hannah  and 
Samuel. 

In  the  year  1831  the  father  of  our  subject,  with 
his  wife  and  six  children,  came  to  Parke  County, 
where  he  entered  land  on  which  he  now  makes  his 
home.  At  that  time  he  was  able  to  enter  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  timber  land,  but  by  work- 
ing industriously  at  his  trade,  in  the  meantime 
carrying  on  his  farm  as  best  he  could,  at  the  end 
of  nineteen  years  he  owned  three  hundred  acres  of 
good  farming  land,  the  greater  part  of  which  he 
lived  to  see  improved.  After  the  decease  of  his 
first  wife,  Mr.  Noel  married  a  second  time,  choos- 
ing Mrs.  Rachael  Noel,  daughter  of  James  and 
Nancy  Parks  and  a  widow  of  Barnett  Noel.  By 
her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Noel  became  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Nancy,  deceased;  Sarah,  deceased, 
and  Mary,  deceased.  From  her  union  with  Mr. 
Samuel  Noel  have  been  born  two  children,  P.  P.  and 
Nancy  J.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  being  born  August  4,  1809. 
Her  parents  were  also  natives  of  North  Carolina, 
and  after  moving  to  Virginia,  where  they  lived  but 
a  short  time,  they  located  in  Monroe  County,  Ind., 
and  there  settled  among  the  Indians.  The  par 
ents  of  our  subject  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Politically  the  father  was  a 
Whig,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Henry  Clay  for  the 
Legislature.  In  late  years  he  voted  the  Republic- 
an ticket.  During  his  life  he  took  an  active  part 
in  the  affairs  of  his  township  and  was  the  recipient 
of  many  local  offices.  He  passed  away  January 
22,  1872. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Perminter  Noel 
married  and  took  care  of  his  mother  until  she  also 
was  called  to  the  better  land  in  August,  1885.     Our 


subject's  first  union  was  with  Miss  Jane  Watson, 
an  orphan,  reared  under  the  guardianship  of 
Charles  Overman.  To  these  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, James  being  the  only  one  now  living.  It 
was  but  a  short  time  until  Mrs.  Noel  died  and  our 
subject  was  again  united  in  marriage  to  Margaret 
J.,  daughter  of  David  and  Martha  McMurtry,  who 
with  her- husband  is  a  faithful  worker  in  the  Pres 
byterian  Church  of  Bethany.  Mr.  Noel  is  in  social 
life  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Sillimnn 
Lodge,  No.  66,  at  Rockville.  Politically  he  is  a 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party.  Has  been  President  of  the  Parke  County 
Agricultural  Association  and  is  now  active  in  the 
capacity  of  Treasurer  of  the  same.  He  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  influential  members  of  society, 
his  education  and  good  breeding  and  honorable 
character  giving  him  weight  in  the  community. 


skhs&ksskssk; 
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J  I  AMES  A.  McCORD.  Among  those  who  are 
pleasantly  located  in  Washington  Township 
'  is  he  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He 
is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was  born 
September  14,  1834,  his  birth-place  being  within 
a  distance  of  one  and  one-half  miles  of  his  present 
home.  He  is  a  son  of  David  and  Celia  (Elder) 
McCord.  The  former  parent  was  a  son  of  James 
and  Margaret  (Summers)  McCord.  He  was  one 
of  a  family  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  was 
married  to  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Ann  Elder. 
He  began  in  life  for  himself  by  accepting  from  his 
father  eighty  acres  of  undeveloped  land.  Here  he 
began  clearing  it  of  timber,  but  being  unused  to 
the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  he  fell  a  victim  to 
disease  and  died  at  the  youthful  age  of  twenty 
three  years,  leaving  a  widow  with  two  children: 
Margaret,  who  married  W.  R.  Canine,  of  Wave- 
land;  and  James  S.  After  the  decease  of  our 
subject's  father,  the  mother  married  William 
Canine,  an  uncle  of  her  daughter's  husband.  She 
lived  but  a  short  time,  her  death  occurring  De- 
cember 8,  1841.  Our  subject's  father  and  mother 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  ca- 
pacity they  served  faithfully.  In  politics  the 
father  was  a  Whig. 


fetf/nt  <=£ua-il. 
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The  grandfather  of  James  McCord  was  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  his  birth  occurring  in  1785. 
When  but  six  years  of  age  he  moved  to  Madison 
County,  Ky. ,  with  his  parents,  where  he  grew  to 
manbood,  and  married  a  wife  two  years  his 
junior. 

He  was  strictly  a  farmer  by  occupatioe  and  took  an 
active  part  in  politics,  using  his  influence  for  the 
Whig  party.  He  died  iu  December,  1873,  his 
good  wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  better  land 
but  two  months  before.  In  1828  he  emigrated  to 
Parke  County,  locating  on  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  Government  land.  He  came  with  very 
limited  means,  but  by  close  application  to  his 
work  he  finally  accumulated  good  farms  for  each 
of  his  children. 

James  A.  McCord  and  his  sister  were  reared  by 
their  Grandfather  McCord.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  James  began  working  by  the  month  for 
James  Elder,  which  he  continued  to  do  for  five 
successive  years.  On  attaining  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years  he  wedded  Miss  Amanda  J.,  daughter  of 
William  D.  and  Mary  (Noel)  Burford.  He  laid 
the  foundation  of  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district,  and  added  to  his  general 
fund  of  information  by  one  year's  course  at  the 
Bloomingdale  Academy.  After  marriage,  Mr.  Mc- 
Cord moved  on  his  present  farm,  of  which  he  had 
bought  eighty  acres  some  time  before.  But  by 
devoting  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  this 
tract  he  has  increased  his  possessions  to  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  has  placed  himself 
among  the  most  prosperous  men  of  his  calling  in 
the  county. 

Mr.  McCord  is  one  of  the  most  useful  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  as  is  also  his  companion. 
He  has  been  a  liberal  contributor  toward  its  sup- 
port. 

In  politics  he  is  identified  with  no  particu- 
lar party,  preferring  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  man 
best  fitted  for  the  office,  regardless  of  party  lines. 
His  attention  is  mainly  devoted  to  the  cultivation 
of  his  well-kept  farm,  and  his  perseverance,  good 
management  and  honesty  have  won  for  him  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  Washington  Town- 
ship's best  agriculturists. 


d|  ACOB  LUSE,  a  prominent  citizen  and  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Coal  Creek  Township,  Montgom- 
'    ery  County,   Ind.,   and  also  connected  with 

the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank,  of  Win- 
gate,  richly  deserves  the  success  he  has  attained  in 
life.  Self-dependent  from  early  youth,  Mr.  Luse 
won  his  way  steadily  upward,  never  allowing  dis- 
appointments or  disasters  to  overcome  his  cheerful 
energy  and  business  courage.  Losses  by  devas- 
tating fires  and  the  various  trying  experiences  that 
are  common  to  all  agriculturists  he  has  borne  with 
steady  patience  and  a  determination  to  override 
all  obstacles  and  by  honest  labor  gain  a  certain 
livelihood. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Luse  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  were  undoubtedly  of  German  descent. 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Shade)  Luse,  the  father 
and  mother,  were  not  destined  to  rear  a  large  fam- 
ily, as  had  their  ancestors  before  them.  Jacob 
Luse  was  their  only  child,  the  father  dying  when 
his  little  son  was  but  six  months  old.  Left  to  the 
care  of  his  mother's  people,  Jacob  knew  but  little 
of  his  father's  early  history.  Born  in  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.,  in  1818,  he  was  but  a  young  boy 
when  he  began  his  apprenticeship  to  a  trade  and 
was  obliged  to  serve  seven  long  years  before  he 
was  free  to  engage  in  business  for  himself. 

In  1832  the  orphan  boy  found  his  way  to  Ohio, 
and  located  in  Piqua,  where  he  remained  four 
busy  years.  Mr.  Luse  then  journeyed  to  Michi- 
gan City,  but  he  soon  determined  to  look  else- 
where for  a  permanent  home  and  business.  He 
traveled  on  foot,  waded  sloughs  and  finally  settled 
in  Attica,  Fountain  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  chairs  and  bedsteads.  This 
was  his  first  business  venture,  and  meeting  with 
fair  success  he  continued  in  the  same  employment 
until  1846,  when,  having  by  prudent  management 
secured  a  small  capital,  he  decided  to  forsake  man- 
ufacturing for  agricultural  pursuits. 

Benton  County  was  Mr.  Luse's  next  home  and 
there  upon  a  farm,  for  the  succeeding  four  years, 
he  diligen  tly  planted  the  seed  and  reaped 
the  harvest.  He  made  many  friends  in  this  loca- 
tion and  was  elected  Supervisor  and  filled  the 
official  position  with  ability  and  faithfulness.    But 
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preferring  to  pay  a  fine  rather  than  neglect  his 
business  and  serve  a  second  time,  he  refused  to 
accept  the  office  upon  re-election.  Upon  leaving 
Benton  County,  Mr.  Luse  came  directly  to  his 
present  home  and  settled  permanently.  The  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  was  not  then  in  its 
present  state  of  cultivation.  Most  of  it  was  unim- 
proved, but  intelligent  work  has  wrought  a  satis- 
factory change. 

Mr.  Luse  was  married  in  1845  to  Miss  Charlotte 
Martin,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Martin,  a  native  of 
Ohio.  She  was  born  July  16,  1821.  Ten  children 
were  the  fruit  of  this  union,  six  sons  and  four 
daughters,  and  all  were  welcome  to  the  loving  care 
and  shelter  of  the  home.  These  children  were 
named  Rhoda,  Ephraim  (deceased),  Linda,  Amos, 
John  (deceased),  Hattie,  Albert,  George  (deceased), 
Estelle,  and  William  L.  (deceased).  Mr.  Luse  is 
essentially  a  self-made  man.  He  bravely  fought 
the  battle  of  life  alone  and  unaided  by  influence  of 
friends  or  fortune.  But  it  has  been  the  happiness 
of  his  later  life  to  assist  his  children  to  homes  and 
business.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luse  and  their  family 
have  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  friends  and  neigh- 
bors and  have  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  Mrs. 
Luse  departed  this  life  July  27,  1891.  They  are 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  are  always  identified  with  its  religious  and 
social  work.  Our  subject,  although  not  a  politi- 
cian, is  a  strong  Republican  and  a  warm  defender 
of  party  principles. 
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\ILLIAM  LUSK.  This  name  will  be 
recognized  by  our  readers  as  that  of  a 
gentleman  who  has  borne  an  important 
part  in  the  development  of  the  agricult- 
ural resources  of  Washington  Township,  Parke 
County.  He  is  a  son  of  Solomon  and  Mary 
(Beard)  Lusk,  and  was  born  in  Vermillion  County, 
December  7,  1 825.  The  former  parent  was  born 
near  Poltney,  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood,  remaining  with  his  parents  until 
reaching  maturity.  He  was  of  Irish  and  English 
descent.  In  1816  he  went  to  Fort  Harrison,  Ind., 
and  soon  after  entered  the  United  States  service 
under     Gen.     Harrison,     where    he    remained    for 


two  years,  during  which  time  he  suffered  an  attack 
from  the  Indians.  After  he  left  the  United  States 
service  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Bruit's  Creek, 
Vermillion  County,  but  in  a  few  years  sold  this 
tract  and  came  to  Parke  County,  where  he  bought 
a  farm  on  Sugar  creek  and  ran  a  sawmill  for 
twenty-one  years.  During  all  these  years  he 
managed  to  accumulate  land  until  he  had  about 
three  thousand  acres,  which  he  entered  from  the 
Government,  besides  nine  hundred  acres  which  he 
bought  of  the  Chief  Black  Hawk  in  Idwa. 

About  the  year  1818  Mr.  Beard,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  went  with  his  family  to  Fort  Hani 
son,  where  his  son-in-law  had  settled,  and  there 
located.  Solomon  Lusk  was  married  about  1820 
to  a  daughter  of  John  Beard,  of  Maryland.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Politically  he  was  a  Whig,  and  in  later  years  took 
his  stand  with  the  Republicans.  He  fought  gal- 
lantly in  the  late  struggle  between  the  North  and 
South,  and  when  Lincoln  issued  the  call  for  re- 
cruits he  was  actively  engaged  in  reinforcing  the 
army.  At  this  time  his  son  Salmon,  who  was 
afterward  killed  in  a  battle  fought  at  Thompson 
Station,  near  Nashville,  was  enlisted.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  the  first  to  purchase  Govern- 
ment bonds  sold  in  the  county  at  the  time  of  the 
war.  To  himself  and  wife  ten  children  were  born, 
four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  William,  John, 
Lydia  and  Susan.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty 
two,  his  wife  surviving  him  some  years. 

William  Lusk  took  charge  of  part  of  his  father's 
business  at  the  age  of  about  twenty-five  years. 
His  educational  advantages,  which  were  limited, 
were  received  in  the  district  schools  of  this  town- 
ship. At  the  time  when  the  gold  fever  was  preva- 
lent throughout  the  country  he  was  seized  with  a 
desire  to  go  to  California,  and  in  1849,  with  a 
company  known  as  the  Illinois  &  Springfield,  he 
started  across  the  plains  in  March,  and  after  a 
comparatively  uneventful  journey  of  seven  months, 
arrived  in  the  Golden  State.  For  some  months  he 
was  engaged  in  the  mines  on  the  Middle  Fork  of 
the  American  river,  where  he  was  moderatively 
successful.  Subsequently  he  embarked  as ''mine 
host"  in  the  hotel  business,  which  proved  even 
more  profitable  than  was  his  former  occupation. 
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After  a  sojourn  in  the  western  states  of  three 
and  one-half  years,  during  which  time  his  life  was 
made  up  of  alternate  days  of  sunshine  and  shadow, 
of  encouragements  and  discouragements,  our  sub- 
ject boarded  the  steamer  "  Winfield  Scott"  and 
sailed  to  Panama,  thence  taking  the  "  Northern 
Light "  to  New  York  city.  After  his  return  home 
he  attended  the  Waveland  school  for  two  terms, 
remaining  at  home  with  his  father  until  his  mar- 
riage to  Sarah  Davis.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  died  in  childhood.  Those  living  are: 
DeWitt,  Chancey,  Arthelia  and  Lindell  J.  Ar- 
thelia  is  the  wife  of  Nathan  Woods. 

Socially  Mr.  Lusk  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Politically  he 
was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  is  now  a  strong  Pro- 
hibitionist. He  has  served  the  Republican  party  as 
delegate  to  several  state  conventions.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  has  led  a  retired  life,  and  in  the 
last  decade  has  traveled  a  great  deal,  his  journeys 
covering  over  seventy  thousand  miles.  He  has 
visited  almost  every  state  in  the  Union,  including 
Canada  and  Mexico.  He  has  spent  a  number  of 
winters  in  the  sunny  state  of  Florida,  and  is  al- 
ways ready  to  share  the  information  thus  gained 
with  his  associates.  As  a  citizen  of  Washington 
Township  Mr.  Lusk  ranks  among  the  most  wealthy 
and  cultured.  At  the  present  time  he  owns  a 
large  estate  comprising  six  hundred  acres  of  pro- 
ductive land. 

WILLIAM  McCORD,  a  farmer  of  wide  ex- 
perience and  business    qualifications   of 
1/     high  order,   who  has  been    an    important 
agent  in  developing  the  rich  agricultural 
resources  of  Parke  County,  is  the  owner  of  a  large 
and  finely  equipped  farm  of  three  hundred    and 
forty  acres  in  Washington  Township. 

Mr.  McCord  was  born  in  Madison  County  within 
one  and  a  half  miles  of  Boonsboro,  Ky. ,  June  2, 
1826.  His  father,  James  McCord,  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  April  5,  1785,  and  when  his  par- 
ents migrated  to  Madison  County,  he  was  carried 
by  his  mother  on  horseback  to   their   new  home, 


where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Margaret  Summers.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  David  McCord,  mar- 
ried a  lady  by  the  name  of  Ann  Shipley,  who 
reared  the  following  children:  Robert,  John, 
David,  James,  William,  Sarah,  Campbell,  Rosa, 
Ann  and  Mary. 

David  McCord  was  born  in  Scotland  and  came 
when  a  young  man  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
lived  a  number  of  years,  and  then  went  to  North 
Carolina.  He  located  in  Mechlenbnrg,  where  the 
first  copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was 
written,  and  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution  he 
showed  his  valor  and  patriotism.  In  his  religious 
belief  he  was  a  Presbyterian.  During  his  journey 
to  Madison  County,  in  1790,  he  and  his  family 
were  exposed  to  a  number  of  attacks  by  the  In- 
dians, who  stole  their  pack  horses  and  took  a 
cousin  of  our  subject's  father  prisoner,  keeping 
her  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  she 
was  captured  at  Fort  Wayne,  where  she  had  been 
traded  to  the  French,  and  was  given  her  liberty. 
After  going  to  Kentucky  Mr.  McCord  settled  on  a 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  1808, 
after  which  he  remained  on  the  homestead  for 
twenty  years.  His  education  was  very  limited,  his 
only  text-book  for  reading  being  a  Bible  which  he 
perused  thoroughly.  In  October,  1828,  be  mi- 
grated to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  where  he  entered 
five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Government 
land,  for  which  he  paid  his  last  cent,  and  so  was 
compelled  to  earn  a  livelihood  for  his  family  out  of 
the  new  and  undeveloped  land  on  which  he  had 
settled.  Ten  children  came  to  make  their  home 
happy,  whom  they  named  Robert  S.,  David,  New- 
ton, Andrew,  William,  Ellen,  Lucinda,  Martha, 
Nancy  and  Amanda.  Of  this  large  family  but 
four  survive:  William;  Lucinda,  who  is  the  wife 
of  James  Russell;  Nancy,  who  married  Jackson 
Mann,  and  Amanda,  the  wife  of  William  Norris. 
Politically  Mr.  McCord,  Sr.,  was  a  supporter  of 
the  Whig  platform  in  which  he  always  exerted  his 
influence.  His  wife  died  in  1873  in  the  month  of 
October,  and  he  passed  away  in  December  of  the 
same  year. 

William  McCord  received  his  education  in  the 
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district  schools  of  Parke  County,  but  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  was  obliged  to  help  his  father 
with  the  farm  work.  When  only  twenty-two  years 
of  age  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Rachel,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Nancy  (McClung)  Cummings. 
The  former  parent  was  of  Scotch  parentage,  and 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  as  was  also  her  daughter 
Rachel.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCord  nine  children 
have  been  born:  Henry,  who  died  when  a  lad; 
Nancy,  deceased  wife  of  John  McCampbell;  John; 
Monroe;  Oscar;  Belle,  now  the  wife  of  John  Mc 
Campbell;  Edgar;  Charles  and  Alice  B.,  deceased. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  September  17,  1873. 
Since  that  time  Mr.  McCord  married  Miss  Susan 
Russell,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Cum- 
mings) Russell.  In  politics  our  subject  is  loyal  to 
the  Republican  party,  and  generously  aids  all 
movements  for  the  advancement  of  political  affairs. 
He  is  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  this 
place. 

Mr.  McCord  has  wrought  a  wonderful  transfor- 
mation in  his  farm,  whereby  it  has  become  one  of 
the  best  ordered  farms  in  the  county,  the  soil  be- 
ing good  for  cultivation,  and  valuable  improve- 
ments on  every  hand  adding  to  its  worth  and  at- 
tractiveness. Since  the  time  the  tirst  cabin  was 
erected  on  the  place,  the  house  has  never  once 
been  deserted  for  a  single  night.  Mr.  McCord  is 
endowed  with  strength  of  mind  and  ability,  and 
his  sensible,  practical  views  give  him  weight  and 
influence  in  the  community.  By  not  stopping  to 
ask  if  life  is  worth  living,  but  by  always  doing  the 
duty  nearest  at  hand,  he  has  acquired  great 
wealth,  and  gained  the  universal  respect  of  all. 

J 'AMES  P.  WARE  is  a  stock  and  land  trader 
in  Washington  Township,  Parke  County, 
^t  and  a  son  of  William  and  Nancy  (Sanders) 
Ware.  He  was  bom  in  Shelby  County,  Ky., 
February  19,  1817.  William  Ware,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  began  for 
himself  when  quite  young.  Although  born  and 
reared  in  the  very  midst  of  slavery,  he  never  was  a 
slave  owner  anil  was  greatly  opposed  to  its  oxten 


sion  or  even  its  existence.  He  married  in  Virginia 
and  moved  to  Kentucky,  where  he  lived  until  com- 
iug  to  Indiana,  where  he  settled  in  Parke  County 
in  1836.  His  wife  was  born  in  Virginia  and  died 
in  1844.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  reared  a  large  fam- 
ily of  eleven  children,  of  which  the  subject  is  the 
youngest  and  he  and  his  sister  Catherine  are  the 
only  surviving  ones.  On  coming  to  Parke  County 
the  father  of  our  subject  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
well-improved  land  in  Green  Township,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  four  years 
after  the  decease  of  his  wife.  He  was  of  the  old 
Whig  party  and  with  his  wife  was  a  zealous  worker 
in  the  Baptist  Church. 

James  P.  Ware  remained  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years.  At  this  juncture  he  married  a  lady  by  the 
name  of  Mary  A.,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth (Daniel)  Dawney.  Mrs.  Ware  was  born  in 
Putnam  County,  Ind.,  having  for  playmates  in 
childhood  Indian  children,  for  her  parents  were 
early  settlers  there.  Mr.  Ware  and  wife  began 
their  married  life  with  only  a  few  hundred  dollars, 
so  were  compelled  to  rent  for  a  few  years.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  eighty 
acres  of  improved  land  in  Green  Township,  this 
county,  on  which  they  resided  for  rive  years,  and 
then  bought  a  quarter  section  in  what  is  now  How- 
ard Township.  After  paying  for  this  he  invested 
in  forty-eight  acres  in  the  same  township,  subse- 
quently coming  to  Washington  Township,  where 
he  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  the  very  best 
farming  land,  for  which  he  paid  $11,000. 

Mr.  Ware  has  not  been  exempt  from  the  hard- 
ships of  life,  for  he  started  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world  with  no  means  whatever,  but  he  never 
allowed  disappointment  or  discouragement  to  cloud 
his  hope  of  ultimate  success,  and  this  has,  without 
doubt,  been  a  great  factor  in  his  successful  life. 
lie  has  sold  his  large  farm,  on  which  he  spent  so 
many  years  of  toil,  and  is  now  enjoying  a  quiet, 
peaceful  life  in  Marshall,  realizing  to  the  fullest 
extent  the  necessity  of  young  men  being  early 
taught  to  gain  their  livelihood  by  the  work  of  their 
own  hands.  He  has  lived  in  Marshall  for  the  past 
six  years,  providing  liberally  for  his  wife  and 
daughter,    Sarah.      The  children    who  died    were 
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Jane  and  William  R.  The  surviving  are:  Susan, 
who  is  the  wife  of  William  Skeeters;  Eliza  C. , 
wife  of  George  Hobson;  Mattie,  who  is  married  to 
John  Cannon,  and  Morton  O,  who  married  Lennie 
M.  Cannon. 

Mr.  Ware  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics  and 
is  a  well-posted  and  intelligent  man  who  has  prof- 
ited by  the  broad  culture  obtained  from  careful 
newspaper  reading.  The  Baptist  Church  finds  in 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  active  and  influential  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Ware  has  been  very  successful  and  is 
abundantly  able,  financially,  to  retire  from  busi- 
ness. 


*3K3K**V**.^ 
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DUDLEY  McWILLIAMS.  Parke  County  is 
I  the  home  of  a  great  number  of  men  who  are 
__ '  gaining  a  livelihood  by  tilling  the  soil  and 
whose  work  is  being  carried  on  systemat- 
ically and  energetically.  The  home  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  these  paragraphs  is 
on  Section  16,  Washington  Township,  where  he 
ranks  among  the  most  prominent  of  the  section. 
He  was  born  December  15,  1836,  in  Madison 
County,  Ky.,  to  Johu  C.  and  Nancy  (Hockaday) 
McWilliams.  The  former  parent  was  born  in 
Madison  County,  Ky. ,  in  1792.  His  parents  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  early  pioneers  of  Ken- 
tucky. His  education  was  limited,  and  though  the 
advantages  which  he  enjoyed  were  not  equal  to 
those  of  the  present  day,  they  were  sufficient  to 
give  him  a  practical  understanding  of  important 
branches  and  fit  him  for  the  business  transactions 
which  lay  before  him.  He  served  as  Colonel  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War  under  Gen.  Harrison.  He  mar- 
ried in  Kentucky,  where  he  and  his  wife  reared  a 
family  of  nine  children,  and  when  his  children 
were  grown,  in  1855  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Clinton  County,  Mo.  Our  subject  was  the  eighth  in 
order  of  birth.  The  others  were  named  James  H, 
Richard  O,  Schuyler  N. ,  John  Q.  A.,  Samuel  H. , 
Elizabeth  (deceased),  Sidney  and  Nanny,  the  wife 
of  James  Henshaw.  April  18,  1856,  the  father 
passed  away.  His  wife  still  survives  him,  spending 
her  declining  years  with  her  children,  and  is  now 
nearing  her  one  hundredth  year.   John  McWilliams 


was  a  farmer  all  his  life  and  engaged  in  raising 
stock,  which  he  shipped  to  the  Southern  States.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Whig,  but  later  cast  his  vote  with 
the  Democratic  party,  which  led  him  to  be  placed 
in  several  different  official  positions  in  Kentucky. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  was 
a  man  of  pure  character  and  lofty  principles. 

Dudley  McWilliams  remained  at  home  until 
after  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  when  he  began 
farming  in  his  own  interests  in  Missouri.  Here  he 
devoted  his  energies  to  farming,  and  at  the  age  of 
thirty  one  years  married  Amanda  Madora,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Elder.  This  lady 
proved  to  be  all  our  subject  had  expected  in  his 
choice  of  a  helpmate.  She  was  an  excellent  man- 
ager, and  by  unremitting  zeal  assisted  her  husband 
to  carry  forward  his  life  work.  His  first  purchase 
comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Parke  County,  on  which  he  now  makes  his  home. 
Besides  this  he  has  improved  other  tracts  until  he 
now  has  in  his  possession  two  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  partially  improved  land.  He  at  once  en- 
tered upon  the  arduous  task  of  developing  a  good 
farm  and  has  always  been  a  very  industrious  man, 
feeling  a  commendable  pride  in  the  part  which  he 
has  taken  in  the  opening  of  the  new  sections.  To 
himself  and  wife  were  born  three  children:  William 
E.,  Nanna  and  John.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McWilliams 
were  influential  m.'mbers  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
the  neighborhood,  in  which  faith  the  latter  passed 
away  August  '29,  1891.  The  former  was  also  a 
worker  in  the  same  church  and  has  always  been  in 
politics  a  stanch  Democrat.  When  the  late  war 
broke  out  our  subject  entered  the  Confederate 
Army,  joining  Company  D,  First  Missouri  Regi- 
ment. He  was  in  engagements  at  Carthage,  Spring- 
field and  Lexington,  Mo.,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
at  Danville,  111.,  and  kept  in  Camp  Butler  for  a 
period  of  three  weeks.  While  sick  at  home  he  was 
a  second  time  captured  and  carried  to  Cameron, 
where  the  Union  Soldiers  tried  to  compel  him  to 
inform  them  regarding  the  killing  of  a  man  named 
Fredrel.  Mr.  McWilliams  deserves  great  credit  for 
his  success  in  life,  and  his  experience  serves  as  an 
excellent  lesson  to  the  youth  of  to-day  whose  ad- 
vantages for  advancement  are  so  far  superior  to 
those  he  possessed. 
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TILGHMAN  E.  BALLARD  and  EMERSON 
E.  BALLARD.  Tiighman  E.  Ballard  was 
born  November  11,  1850,  in  Boone  County, 
Ind.,  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  he  was 
twenty  years  old  and  then  entered  Asbury,  now 
De  Pauw  University,  although  he  did  not  remain  to 
graduate.  After  this  he  engaged  in  school-teach- 
ing and  was  ordained  as  a  minister  in  the  Univer- 
salist  Church  in  Cass  County  and  preached  for  five 
years.  A  portion  of  the  time  he  was  located  at 
Logansport  and  took  part  in  four  public  discus- 
sions with  Elder  Bitler,  of  Galveston,  Cass  County ; 
Elder  Cooper,  of  Roann,  in  Wabash  County;  Elder 
Holt,  of  Montgomery  County,  and  Elder  Howe,  of 
Henry  County,  on  the  subject  of  future  endless 
punishment.  These  discussions  were  arranged  by 
the  friends  of  the  churches  and  usually  extended 
over  four  or  five  days.  The  work  of  the  ministry 
necessitated  his  visiting  all  parts  of  the  state  and 
as  his  health  was  poor  he  decided  to  cease  active 
work  in  the  ministry  and  enter  the  practice  of  law. 
For  this  Tiighman  Ballard  was  particularly 
fitted  on  account  of  his  logical  mind  and  powers 
of  oratory.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  Wa- 
bash County  in  1876  and  the  next  year  he  located 
here.  As  there  was  a  probability  of  his  meeting 
with  great  success  in  real  estate  practice,  he  has 
made  that  a  specialty.  Soon  he  was  made  Chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Central  Committee,  but 
not  long  after  this  he  joined  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  has  made  a  canvass  regularly  during  every 
campaign  since,  and  in  1888  he  made  a  general 
canvass  of  the  state.  His  elocutionary  powers 
have  been  acknowledged  and  he  has  been  in  de- 
mand as  a  lecturer  generally  upon  educational  top- 
ics, in  which  he  has  always  been  much  interested 
and  for  which  he  has  used  his  pen  with  force  and 
conviction. 

In  1886  his  brother  Emerson  became  his  part 
ner  and  soon  after  they  began  to  compile  law 
works,  the  importance  of  which  we  will  notice 
later.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Tiighman  E.  Ballard 
took  place  June  22,  1870,  in  Logansport,  Ind.,  to 
Miss  Eva  Clodfelter,  and  two  bright  children 
(Ray  C.  in  his  eleventh  year  and  Mary  Ann  in  her 
third  year)  make  their  home  happy. 

Emerson  E.  Ballard  was  born  February  27,  1805, 


in  Putnam  County,  near  Wheaton,  was  reared  there 
until  near  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  then 
moved  to  Greencastle  and  graduated  from  the  high 
school  there  in  1881  and  from  the  university  at  De 
Pauw  in  1885  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  then 
began  to  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
1880  and  atoiice  became  connected  with  his  brother. 
In  June,  1888  De  Pauw  University  conferred  on 
him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  In  1888,  December  29, 
he  married  Miss  Ella  Clodfelter,  a  sister  of  the 
wife  of  his  brother,  and  has  one  daughter,  Mau- 
rine. 

Both  members  of  the  firm  work  in  close  connec- 
tion, but  the  older  is  very  strong  in  court  trials 
and  is  well  known  all  over  the  state.  Aside  from 
faithfully  discharging  their  duties  to  their  clients, 
these  brothers  have  found  time  to  establish  their 
names  in  legal  literature.  They  are  authors  of 
"  Ballard's  Real  Estate  Statutes  of  Indiaua,"  also 
of  a  similar  work  of  Keutucky,  and  joint  authors 
with  Mr.  Thornton  of  the  "  Aunotated  Indiaua 
Practice  Code."  The  Ballard  Brothers  also  pub- 
lish "Ohio  Law  of  Real  Property,"  and  the  "An- 
nual on  the  Law  of  Real  Property."  They  are  ed- 
itors and  publishers  of  the  last-named  book,  hav- 
ing recently  organized  the  Ballard  Publishing 
Company.  These  works  have  received  the  highest 
endorsement  of  the  bench  and  bar. 


*^-^*^* 
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If  J [  UGH  McCALIP,  a  retired  minister  of  the 
|| — 1     Missionary  Baptist  CLmrcb,  is  now  identi- 
41    tied  with   the  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
*/  Montgomery  County  and   has   a  finely-ap- 

pointed farm  in  Scott  Township.  He  is  a  native 
of  this  state  and  was  born  August  17,  1835,  in 
Bartholomew  County.  His  father,  H.  K.  McCalip, 
was  born  in  Keutucky  and  was  twelve  years  old 
when  the  family  settled  among  the  early  pioneers 
of  Bartholomew  County,  this  state,  where  he  grew 
to  a  stalwart  manhood  and  in  due  time  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Catherine  Ray.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  his  occupation  in  the 
same  place  in  Bartholomew  County  until  his  de- 
mise in  1883.  His  wife  survived  him  until  March, 
1SU0,  and  was  then  laid  to  rest  by  his  side.    They 
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were  people  of  high  moral  character  and  were  de- 
vout members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
to  which  he  had  belonged  forty  years  and  he  was 
a  deacon  of  the  church.  The  following  of  their 
children  survive:  Our  subject;  Goodson,  a  farmer, 
living  in  Nebraska;  William,  a  resident  of  Col- 
umbus; John,  a  resident  of  Crawfordsville,  and 
Margaret,  wife  of  David  Vanshike,  a  harness 
maker  at  Scotia,  Neb. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  passed 
his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm  in  his  native 
county  and  besides  receiving  a  thorough  drilling 
in  all  that  pertains  to  farming  obtained  such  an 
education  as  was  afforded  by  the  district  schools. 
In  early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Sainantha  J., 
daughter  of  Daniel  Terry,  a  farmer  of  Shelby 
County.  After  his  marriage  he  located  on  a  farm 
and  continued  to  farm  in  Bartholomew  County  un- 
til .the  war  broke  out.  When  President  Lincoln 
issued  his  call  for  three  hundred  thousand  volun- 
teers he  laid  aside  his  work  to  help  tight  his  coun- 
try's battles,  enlisting  in  August,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany I,  Sixty  seventh  Indiana  Infantry.  He  saw 
much  hard  service  in  the  ensuing  years,  but  per- 
formed his  part  well  in  camp  and  on  the  field.  He 
was  with  his  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Arkansas 
Post  and  during  an  engagement  with  the  enemy 
at  Muufordsville,  Ky. ,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  but 
was  paroled,  and  his  military  experience  was 
brought  to  an  end  subsequently  by  his  honorable 
discharge  April  11,  1863. 

After  he  left  the  army  Mr.  McCalip  engaged  in 
the  boot  and  shoe  business  at  Hope,  Ind.,  for  two 
years  and  was  then  elected  Township  Trustee. 
He  served  in  that  capacity  two  terms  and  then 
devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  ministry,  whose 
sacred  duties  he  had  taken  upon  himself  in  1864. 
He  first  filled  the  pulpit  of  the  Sharon  Church,  in 
his  native  county,  occupying  it  for  four  years. 
His  next  charge  was  the  Dry  Fork  Baptist  Church, 
in  Shelby  County,  and  he  afterward  presided  over 
the  Acton  and  Brookfield  Churches  for  two  years. 
The  succeeding  two  years  the  churches  at  Geneva 
and  Hawk  Creek  had  the  benefit  of  his  pastoral 
care.  Having  very  acceptably  tilled  these  various 
appointments,  his  health  gave  way  from  his  too 
zealous  labors   and  he  abandoned    the    ministry. 


Removing  to  Greenburg,  he  resumed  his  former 
business  for  a  time.  The  third  year,  with  re- 
newed health  he  took  tip  his  sacred  calling  again, 
receiving  the  appointment  as  missionary  from  the 
Flat  Rock  Domestic  Missionary  Association.  He 
did  good  work  during  the  year  that  he  held  the 
office  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  resumed 
preaching  and  looked  after  the  spiritual  interests 
of  the  Brookfield  and  Acton  Churches.  Two  years 
later  he  exchanged  the  pulpit  for  secular  work 
ouce  more  and  for  a  year  kept  a  hotel  at  Hartville. 
Returning  to  Hope  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  by  his  old  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  McCalip' s  next  move  was  to  Osborne, 
Kans.,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  barber 
business.  He  remained  there  two  years  and  then 
came  back  to  his  native  state  and  for  a  year  was 
occupied  at  the  same  trade  in  Rockville,  Parke 
County.  He  spent  the  ensuing  two  years  at  Craw- 
fordsville, living  retired  the  first  year  and  the  sec- 
ond accepting  a  clerkship  in  a  grocery  store. 
While  there  his  first  wife  died  May  2,  1881,  and 
June  22,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Amanda  E.  Ga- 
ley,  the  daughter  of  John  Munns,  of  Ripley 
Township.  After  his  second  marriage  our  subject 
located  in  Scott  Township,  where  he  now  lives. 
He  has  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
acres,  whose  well-tilled  fields  yield  large  harvests, 
aud  its  improvements  are  of  the  best,  the  resi- 
dence, a  handsome  structure  of  a  modern  and  ap- 
propriate style  of  architecture,  and  the  out-build- 
ings well  planned  and  substantially  built.  Mr. 
McCalip  does  a  general  farming  business  and 
raises  stock  of  good  breeds.  His  sheep  are  the 
celebrated  Oxford  variety  and  he  has  a  valuable 
flock  of  one  hundred  and  forty. 

Mr.  McCalip  is  the  father  of  four  children  by 
his  first  marriage:  Luella,  who  lives  at  Craw- 
fordsville; William  R. ;  Amos,  who  is  a  printer  in 
the  Star  office,  and  Mary,  who  lives  in  the  family 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hayes,  a  Presbyterian  minister  at 
Muncie.  Mrs.  McCalip  has  one  child  by  a  former 
marriage  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Waldon,  at 
New  Market. 

This  brief  outline  of  the  life  of  our  subject 
shows  him  to  be  a  Christian  gentleman  of  irre- 
proachable character,  who  has  exerted  a  good  in- 


402 


PORTRAIT   AND    BIOGRAPHICAL    RECORD. 


fluenc6  in  whatever  community  he  has  lived,  and 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  has  in  him  one  of 
its  most  earnest  and  faithful  workers,  who  has  been 
a  very  useful  instrument  in  spreading  its  doctrines 
and  promoting  the  healthy  growth  of  the  church. 
His  wife  is  also  a  member  of  that  church.  He  is 
a  Prohibitionist  in  politics  and  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  temperance  cause. 

,\ILLIAM  W.  McCUTCHAN.  The  farm- 
ing interests  of  Washington  Township 
are  carried  on  by  an  active  and  intel- 
ligent class  of  men  who  are  thus  perform- 
ing their  share  in  maintaining  and  extending  the 
agricultural  interests  of  this  county.  Among  them 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  and  who  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  pio- 
neer families  of  this  section. 

A  native  of  this  county,  Mr.  McCntchan  was 
born  on  what  is  now  his  present  farm,  January  30, 
1841.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and  Margaret 
(Cooper)  McCutchan.  The  former's  father  was 
also  a  son  of  William  and  Jene  (Finley)  Mc- 
Cutchan. The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  Virginia  of  Scotch  Irish  parent- 
age, they  having  come  to  America  in  colonial  times. 
He  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and  chose 
for  his  companion  in  life  a  daughter  of  Robert 
Finley  of  Virginia.  They  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  reached  manhood  and 
womanhood,  and  afterward  became  the  heads  of 
families.  The  grandfather  was  a  brave  soldier 
under  Washington's  command  in  the  Revolution, 
and  drove  his  general's  headquarters  wagon  for 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  was  never  home. 
Socially  he  was  both  a  member  and  Elder  of  the 
Associate  Presbyterian  Church,  as  was  also  his 
father. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William,  was  born  in 
Augusta  County,  Va.,  September  2,  1802,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  obtaining  an  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  married  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Amy  (Harris)  Cooper  on  the  5th  of 
April,  1827.  To  them  were  born  ten  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  youth.  Those  who  are  liv- 
ing are:  Susan  J.,  Mary  O,  James  A.,  Orlauder  L., 


Merideth  M.,  Margaret  M.,  William  W.  Our  sub- 
ject's father  came  to  Indiana  in  1828,  locating  on 
the  farm  deeded  to  him  by  his  father,  where  his  son 
William,  our  subject,  now  lives.  This  farm  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well  im- 
proved, productive  land.  The  father  was  politic- 
ally a  Democrat  until  the  advent  of  the  Republic- 
an party,  when  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  cast  his 
ballot  for  its  candidates.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  native  of  Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  and 
was  born  January  13,  1799.  Her  parents  were  also 
natives  of  Virginia  and  came  of  Irish  ancestry. 
She  passed  away  April  19,   1874. 

James  A. ,  a  brother  of  the  original  of  this 
notice,  entered  the  late  war  but  was  soon  taken 
prisoner  in  Kentucky  and  was  paroled  and  finally 
honorably"  discharged.  Another  brother,  Merideth, 
entered  the  service  in  1861,  where  he  remained  for 
three  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was 
honorably  discharged  and  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran, 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  He  was 
fortunately  never  wounded,  although  he  partici- 
pated in  some  of  the  hardest  fought  battles  of  the 
war. 

William  W.  McCutchan  was  also  active  in  pre- 
serving the  honor  of  his  country,  and  in  May, 
1865,  enrolled  his  name  with  the  comrades  of 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-Seventh 
Indiana  Infantry.  But  the  struggle  between  the 
north  and  south  coming  to  a  close,  and  peace  being 
declared,  Mr.  McCutchan's  services  were  no  longer 
needed,  and  he  was  discharged  six  mouths  from 
the  time  of  his  enlistment.  Mr.  McCutchan  is  a 
public-spirited,  wide-awake  and  progressive  citizen 
and  is  favorably  known  in  his  native  county.  He 
was  elected  in  1887  to  the  responsible  position  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  now  serving  his  secoud 
term.  He  has  held  the  office  for  the  past  six  years, 
and  he  discharges  its  duties  with  credit  to  himself 
and  his  constituents. 

^  ^  ^V  NV  XV  -w  \"  X*  .v.  \    v  \  \  >^  ^  ^  ^  ^  X'  -<*  ^ 

1/    If  ARRISON  COLLINGS,  deceased,  was  one 

r^n     of    the    foremost  farmers    in    Washington 

i|    Township,  Parke  County,  and  was  born   in 

■fj  Shelby    County,    Ky.,    in    the  year    1816. 

He   was  the  sou   of    John   and   Sarah   (Nutgrass) 
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Collings,  and  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age 
came  to  Parke  County,  where  he  began  farming. 
Some  years  later  he  wedded  Miss  Rebecca  Collings, 
after  which  he  located  on  a  farm  given  him  by  his 
father-in-law,  to  which  he  added  until  he  became 
the  happy  possessor  of  two  hundred  acres  of  some 
of  the  finest  and  most  productive  laud  in  the  coun- 
ty. Mr.  Collings  was  a  supporter  of  the  Whig 
party,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  cast  his  ballot  and  influence  with  that 
party.  He  lived  a  quiet,  unassuming  life,  faith- 
fully discharging  the  duties  of  citizenship,  and 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
his  township.  He  died  February  21,  1887,  leav- 
ing a  host  of  friends  and  acquaintances  whom  he 
had  won  by  his  genial  disposition  and  courteous 
manners  and  square  dealings  with  his  fellow-men. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Collings  is  a  native  of  Shelby 
County,  Ky.,  and  was  born  July  10,  1822,  to  Will- 
iam and  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Collings.  The  for- 
mer was  born  in  the  same  county  as  his  daughter, 
in  1797,  and  was  a  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Welch)  Collings,  both  natives  of  Maryland.  Will- 
iam was  the  son  of  Zeblin  Collings,  who  came  to 
Kentucky  in  a  very  early  day  and  settled  on  the 
present  site  of  Louisville.  He  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  yet  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  Mrs.  Col- 
ling' s  father  being  the  ninth  iu  order  of  birth.  The 
elder  William  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  proved  an  effectual  worker  in  that  cause.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  his  wife  having 
preceded  him  several  years. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Collings  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  after  gaining  what  was  called  at  that  time  a 
very  fair  knowledge  of  books  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  a 
daughter  of  Lanty  and  Rebecca  (Fry)  Johnson, 
and  by  her  became  the  father  of  ten  children, 
Rebecca  being  the  second  born.  He  was  honored 
with  the  deaconship  in  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a  highly  esteemed  member.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  in  early  years  a  Whig,  but  later  cast 
his  ballot  for  the  Republican  party.  In  1S36  he 
migrated  with  his  family  to  Parke  County,  bring- 
ing  all    his  earthly  possessions    over   in    wagons. 


Here  he  purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land,  to 
which  he  added  from  time  to  time,  and  made  his 
home  here  until  his  death  iu  1868.  His  compan 
ion  lived  until  1877,  when  she,  too,  went  to  her 
eternal  rest. 

The  amiable  widow  of  our  subject  was  the  oldest 
child  at  home  at  the  time  of  her  parents'  death, 
consequently  the  heaviest  of  the  work  fell  on  her 
young  shoulders.  Her  husband  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  Baptist  denomination,  to  which  she 
has  faithfully  discharged  her  obligations  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  family  now  consists  of  her- 
self and  two  children,  Lucinda  and  John  W.,  who 
are  both  at  home,  the  latter  taking  charge  of  the 
home  farm. 

TILMAN  JOSEPH  LEHR,  a  retired  brick- 
maker,  who  has  made  a  success  of  his  busi- 
ness and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
past  labor,  was  born  in  Lehigh  County,  Pa., 
May  9,  1831.  His  parents  were  John  J.  and  Su- 
sannah (Carker)  Lehr,  both  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. When  T.  J.  was  three  years  old,  they  moved 
to  Wooster,  Ohio.  His  father  was  a  weaver  of 
fancy  materials.  He  died  in  1865,  and  his  wife 
in  1891. 

In  1851  Tilman  J.  Lehr  came  to  Fort  Wayne, 
and  soon  after  took  up  his  trade  of  making  brick, 
beginning  business  for  himself  in  1865,  and  coming 
to  Crawfordsville  in  1868.  While  iu  Fort  Wayne 
he  had  taken  a  contract  to  make  brick  for  the 
Michigan  City  State  Prison,  and  burned  the  brick 
at  that  place,  getting  out  some  twelve  or  thirteen 
millions.  But  becoming  acquainted  with  Richard 
Epperson,  Superintendent  of  the  prison  at  Michi- 
gan City,  Iud.,  he  was  induced  to  come  here,  and 
after  one  season  as  Superintendent  for  V.  O.  Irwin, 
entered  into  business  for  himself,  soon  becoming 
Mr.  Irwin's  partner,  and  continuing  with  him  for 
about  six  years.  Since  then  he  has  conducted  his 
business  alone. 

Mr.  Lehr's  yards  are  located  one  mile  east  of 
Crawfordsville.  He  has  been  in  the  place  last 
mentioned  three  years,  making  from  one  million  to 
one  million  five  hundred  thousand  per  year.  He 
has    had   a  very   satisfactory     business    and    has 
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gained  a  competence  which  does  away  with  the 
necessity  for  work.  For  three  years  he  has  been 
retired  from  business  and  enjoying  the  quiet  and 
comfort  of  home  life.  He  has  a  tiue  residence  at 
the  eastern  limits  of  the  city,  on  East  Main  street, 
near  Vandalia  depot.  It  is  pleasantly  located  and 
the  house  is  large  and  well  furnished,  making  a 
very  pleasant  home. 

April  10,  1866,  at  Fort  Wayne,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Lehr  and  Miss  Anna  Belle  Britcher, 
of  Fort  Wayne.  The  lady  was  born  at  Canton, 
Ohio.  Her  father  was  a  pattern  maker,  whose 
name  was  Edward  B.  Britcher.  Their  family  con- 
sists of  one  adopted  daughter,  Hattie,  now  Mrs. 
Perry  Hill,  her  husband  being  in  the  sawmill  bus- 
iness near  Lisbon,  Ind.  Her  family  name  is 
Beatty.  She  has  always  been  the  same  as  an  own 
daughter. 

Mr.  Lehr  is  a  Democrat  but  not  a  politician. 
Since  his  retirement  he  has  preferred  to  lead  an 
unobtrusive  life.  Doing  for  many  years  an  exten- 
sive contracting  business,  which  taxed  his  powers 
as  such  a  business  urast  always  do,  he  has  earned 
the  right  to  take  life  easy  and  make  the  most  of 
the  fruits  of  his  own  industry  and  good  manage- 
ment. Mrs.  Lehr  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  a  worthy  helpmate  for  her  husband. 
Mr.  Lehr  is  a  Master  Mason,  having  been  made 
such  in  this  city.  He  is  also  a  Chapter  member. 
These  facts  in  themselves  speak  well  for  him,  as 
the  vows  of  the  great  fraternity  of  Masons  call  for  an 
upright,  honorable  life,  and  one  who  is  true  to  them 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  a  worthy  man.  Mr'.  Lehr 
has  always  striven  to  do  his  duty  in  every  depart- 
ment of  life,  thus  being  able  to  take  his  place  hon- 
estly in  the  society  to  which  he  belongs,  and  on  an 
upper  plane  in  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
Mr.  Lehr  is  not  typically  a  "  Hoosier,"  but  he  is  a 
man  whom  it  is  pleasant  to  meet,  and  who  proves 
himself  an  agreeable  companion. 

JOHN  OVERMAN.      None    are    more  worthy 
of  mention  in  a  biographical  record  than  the 
men  who  have  begun  the  battle  of  life  at  an 
early  period,  and  won  their  way  successfully, 
though    unarmed    for   the  contest,    but  by  persist- 


ency, determined  spirit  and  bodily  vigor.  One  of 
this  class  is  John  Overman,  who  owns  one  of  the 
best  regulated  farms  in  Washington  Township, 
Parke  County.  It  now  consists  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  which  are  made  remunerative  by 
careful  and  intelligent  cultivation  and  have  been 
supplied  with  all  needful  structures  and  many  im- 
provements both  useful  and  beautiful.  Mr.  Over- 
man is  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
seven  children  born  to  John  and  Anna  (Cox)  Over- 
man. He  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  O,  near 
the  town  of  Goldsboro,  July  2,  1810. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  probably  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  coming  to  Parke  County  in 
1832,  bringing  with  him  his  wife,  to  whom  he  had 
been  but  a  short  time  married  and  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Judith  (Peal)  Cox,  both 
natives  of  the  Carolinas.  Here  he  located  on  a 
farm,  on  which  he  remained  all  his  life.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Whig,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  Friends.  He  died  in  1842,  his  wife 
surviving  him  ten  years. 

John  Overman  was  educated  in  an  old  log 
school-house  with  its  rude  benches,  puncheon 
floor,  and  desks  made  of  logs  placed  on  pins  in- 
serted in  the  walls.  The  room  was  heated  by  the 
primitive  fireplace  in  one  corner,  and  light  was 
admitted  by  a  log  beiug  left  out  and  the  opening 
covered  with  greased  paper  for  glass.  When  his 
parents  decided  to  come  to  Parke  County,  in  1832, 
he  was  but  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Soon  after 
this  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  this  place  to 
Amanda,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Amy  Burford. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buford  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren: Sarah  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years;  William  B.,  Charles  W.,  John  D..  Zacba- 
riah,  Thomas  P.  and  Flora  E.  After  the  decease 
of  his  wife  our  subject  married  Mrs.  Susan  Run- 
nels, a  daughter  of  John  and  Sallie  (Gordan) 
Elliott.  She  became  the  mother  of  three  children 
by  her  first  union:  Edward  B. ,  Robert  T.  and 
Hardin.  By  her  marriage  with  our  subject  two 
children  were  born,  whom  they  named  Voorhees 
Lee  and  Virginia  M.  The  mother  was  born  and 
reared  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va. 

When  he  came  to  Parke  County,  Mr.  Overman 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  terms,  after  which 
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he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  un- 
developed land.  He  immediately  set  about 
clearing  and  improving  it,  beginning  a  few  miles 
west  of  where  he  now  lives.  Here  he  farmed 
for  one  year,  then  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  the  laud  now  comprised  in  the 
home  estate,  on  which  he  has  lived  for  over 
sixty  years.  In  addition  to  this  his  father-in- 
law  gave  him  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and 
some  time  later  he  purchased  another  farm  of  a 
quarter  section.  He  has  giveti  very  liberally  to 
his  children,  reserving  for  himself  a  portion  of 
his  estate. 

Mr.  Overman  is  one  of  the  most  useful  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  has 
been  a  liberal  contributor,  and  the  reality  of  his 
religious  profession  is  shown  in  his  daily  con- 
duct toward  all  about  him.  In  politics  he  is 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
served  both  as  Township  Trustee  and  Commis- 
sioner. In  his  boyhood  days  he  was  engaged 
in  trading  in  live  stock,  and  although  he  entered 
upon  his  career  as  a  farmer  with  but  a  limited 
amount  of  this  world's  goods,  he  has  by  economy 
and  judicious  investment  of  his  means,  accumu- 
lated property  and  now  occupies  a  position  among 
the  most   substantial  men  of  the  countv. 
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17    I  ON.  ROBERT  KELLY.     This  worthy  and 
fp^l     capable  gentleman  is  a  descendant  of  Irish 
1     and  English  ancestry  and  was  born  in  Mi- 
//  ami  County,  Ohio,  April  18,   1819.     He  is 

a  son  of  Moses  and  Mary  (Teague)  Kelly.  The 
former  was  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Evans)  Kelly 
and  born  December  10,  1773,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  John  Kelly  was  born  in  Ire- 
land and  came  to  America  after  his  marriage  to 
Mary  Evans,  and  settled  in  South  Carolina,  the 
present  site  of  Cumberland  County.  To  himself 
aud  wife  were  born  these  children:  Samuel,  Tim- 
othy, John  B. ;  Robert,  who  lived  to  reach  a 
very  old  age  and  was  once  a  member  of  the  Indi- 
ana Legislature;  Moses,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Moses,  the  father  of  our  subject.  John  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  the  struggle  for  inde- 


pendence he  was  killed  by  the  Tories,  who  secured 
quite  an  amount  of  money  from  his  person. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  being  the  youngest 
son  of  the  family,  made  his  home  with  a  brother, 
Samuel,  with  whom  he  lived  until  he  reached  man- 
hood. His  education  was  very  limited,  but  he  was 
a  man  of  indomitable  will  and  energy,  and  by  stu 
diously  applying  himself  to  books  he  subsequently 
became  a  teacher  aud  transacted  a  great  deal  of 
business  for  his  neighbors  by  making  out  official 
papers,  etc.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Rebecca  (Furnace)  Teague  of  South  Carolina 
September  17,  1800.  This  lady  was  a  native  of 
South  Carolina  but  her  parents  were  born  in  Wales 
and  England  respectively  and  came  to  America 
before  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  served  in  this 
war  and  about  sixteen  years  afterward  went  to 
Ohio,  where  he  afterward  met  and  wooed  his  wife. 
Mr.  Teague,  being  a  Quaker,  was  greatly  opposed 
to  war  and  so  remained  in  our  country's  service 
but  a  short  time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  reared  the  following  chil- 
dren: Samuel,  Anna,  Rebecca,  John,  Esther,  Jo- 
seph, Mary,  Moses,  Robert  and  Rhoila.  The  for- 
mer was  engaged  in  farming  and  dealt  extensively 
in  land  and  stock.  He  emigrated  to  Indiana  with 
his  family  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Penn  Town- 
ship. Here  he  lived  until  his  death.  When  he 
came  to  this  county  he  brought  with  him  a  team 
aud  wagon  and  a  few  good  cows,  but  he  immedi 
at.ely  began  cultivating  the  land  that  he  entered 
from  the  Government,  and  by  close  application  to 
business  finally  became  a  wealthy  man,  owning 
several  tracts  of  land.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  in  which  he  was  always  very 
prominent  aud  held  the  highest  ofBcial  position. 
He  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Friends' 
Academy  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  made  an 
endowment  known  as  the  Kelly  Fund.  Politically 
he  favored  the  Whig  party.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried and  died  in  the  year  1860. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  educatedin  the  schools  of  the  So 
ciety  of  Friends  in  Penn  Township  and  prepared 
himself  for  the  life  of  a  teacher.  When  but  eight- 
een years  he  received  his  first  certificate  of  Gen. 
Howard,  which  he  yet  has  in  his  possession.-  For 
some  time  he  also  studied  the  art  of  surveying,  un- 
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der  the  County  Surveyor,  Jeremiah  Siler.  A  very 
happy  event  occurred  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Kelly  May 
22,  1842,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Violet,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Leah  Siler.  She 
was  a  native  of  Orange  County,  being  born  in  1822 
and  after  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Serena  L.,  Mary  V.,  Martha 
E.,  Lucretia  M.,  Julia    E  ,  Eva  J.  and    Laura  M. 

February  23,  1862,  Mr.  Kelly  was  bereft 
of  his  companion  and  he  married  Anna  Pierson, 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Sarah  Pierson,  who 
were  natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Ohio  re- 
spectively. Mrs.  Kelly  was  a  native  of  Mi- 
ami County,  Ohio,  and  received  a  splendid 
education  in  the  Antioch  and  Oberlin  Colleges, 
Ohio.  To  her  were  born  two  children,  Robert  L. 
and  Benjamin  W.,  of  whom  the  oldest  received  his 
education  at  Bloomingdale  Academy  and  at  Erlin 
College,  Richmond,  Ind.  After  leaving  school  he 
taught  in  the  high  schools  at  Adrian,  Mich.,  and 
Monrovia,  Ind.  He  is  now  teaching  in  Plainfield, 
this  state,  finding  in  his  wife  an  able  assistant  who 
instructs  in  Latin,  Greek  and  other  languages. 
The  youngest  son  is  now  receiving  his  education 
at  Bloomingdale  Academy,  where  he  expects  to 
graduate  in  June,  1893. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Kelly  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature  by  the  Republican  party  in  1879 
aud  '80,  in  which  session  he  introduced  five  bills, 
the  most  important  one  being  that  concerning  Pub- 
lishing Legal  Advertisements.  The  others  were 
concerning  school  affairs,  temperance  and  guard- 
ianship. In  the  first  named  bill  Mr.  Kelly  made 
a  very  able  speech.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  they  being  all  lawyers,  and 
they  decided  in  favor  of  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill,  whereupon  Mr.  Kelly  appealed  to 
the  House  and  made  a  speech  in  its  favor.  When 
the  vote  was  taken  every  member  in  the  House  ex- 
cept one  voted  for  the  bill  and  it  became  a  law. 
While  a  resident  of  Missouri  Mr.  Kelly  was  one  of 
the  leading  politicians  of  that  state,  being  chosen 
delegate  for  the  state  at  large  to  the  national  con- 
vention at  Philadelphia  which  nominated  Gen. 
Grant  for  his  second  term.  Mr.  Kelly  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics  and  never  voted  a 
scratched  or  mixed  ticket  in   his  life.      He  has  the 


most  unbounded  confidence  in  his  political  friends, 
who  are  always  sure  his  vote  will  be  on  the  right 
side.  In  1806  Mr.  Kelly  went  to  Missouri,  where 
he  located  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Lawrence  County,  and 
assisted  by  his  wife,  published  a  paper  known  as 
the  Spring  River  Fountain.  He  continued  in  this 
business  for  eight  years,  when  he  returned  to  his 
former  home. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  McClure 
Institute,  of  which  he  was  the  first  President,  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity  for  sixteen  years.  When  the 
erection  of  this  institute  was  proposed  Mr.  Kelly 
and  William  G.  Coffin  were  the  first  to  make  the 
start  for  the  raising  of  §500,  which  was  to  be  in- 
vested in  books,  and  now  this  institute  is  not  only 
an  excellent  place  for  instruction  but  is  celebrated 
as  being  possessed  of  a  fine  corps  of  instructors. 
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JLLIAM  P.  COLLINGS.  Among  those 
'  who  are  tilling  the  soil  of  Parke  County 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  by  their 
efforts  a  good  livelihood  and  make  pro- 
vision for  declining  years  is  William  P.  Collings, 
whose  home  is  in  Washington  Township.  For 
almost  a  decade  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  and  so  successful  has  he  been  that 
he  now  owns  a  valuable  estate  on  Section  16.  His 
residence  is  a  comfortable  and  home  like  structure, 
while  conveniently  arranged  near  it  are  the  barns, 
granaries,  etc.,  which  belong  to  a  well  regulated 
farm. 

Mr.  Collings,  who  comes  of  a  very  much  re- 
spected family  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Parke 
County,  February  10,  1863.  His  father,  John  D., 
was  born  near  the  same  place  in  the  year  183(5. 
He  here  received  his  limited  education  in  a  primi- 
tive log  school-house,  such  as  has  so  often  been  do- 
scribed,  aud  remained  with  his  father  on  the  home 
estate  until  his  marriage  to  Amanda,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Millie  (Coulter)  Moore.  She  is 
also  a  native  of  this  county  and  bore  her  husband 
three  children.  One  daughter  died  when  young; 
the  two  remaining  are  William,  our  subject,  and 
Edward,  who  married  Pauline  Woodward  and  is 
engaged    in    farming.      After    his   marriage  John 
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Collings  rented  a  portion  of  his  father's  farm, 
subsequently  purchasing  a  tract  of  eighty  acres, 
and  some  time  later,  or  in  1865,  he  sold  to  ad- 
vantage and  moved  to  his  present  home,  which  at 
that  time  comprised  five  hundred  acres.  The 
greater  portion  of  this  large  body  of  land  he 
cleared  and  improved  before  his  death,  on  it  rais- 
ing some  of  the  best  stock  to  be  found  in  the 
county.  He  was  called  to  his  eternal  rest  on  Juno 
8,  1885,  missed  and  mourned  by  a  large  number 
of  friends  aud  acquaintances.  He  was  a  public- 
spirited  man  and  was  elected  County  Commissioner 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  serving  one  term  of  two 
years.  He  was  the  first  one  elected  on  that  ticket 
for  twenty  five  years,  and  also  was  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate to  both  state  and  district  conventions.  The 
grandparents  of  our  subject  on  the  paternal  side 
bore  the  names  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (John- 
son) Collings,  and  like  their  descendants  were  sue 
cessful  and  honorable  tillers  of  the  soil.  The  par- 
ents of  the  mother  of  our  subject  were  natives  of 
Kentucky  and  came  to  Indiana  in  an  early  day, 
settling  finally  in  Parke  County,  where  they  spent 
their  last  days. 

William  P.  Collings  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  township,  and  on  attaining 
older  years  he  was  in  attendance  at  the  Terre 
Haute  Commercial  College,  where  he  received  a 
splendid  and  practical  knowledge  of  business, 
which  has  since  served  him  to  good  purpose.  As 
above  stated,  shortly  after  attaining  his  majority, 
he  started  out  for  himself  on  one  hundred  and 
sixty  fertile  acres  of  his  father's  land,  which  was 
left  him  at  his  father's  death.  To  this  tract  he 
has  subsequently  added  from  time  to  time  until  he 
is  now  the  happy  possessor  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty  acres,  all  under  an  excellent  state  of  culti- 
vation. He,  like  his  father,  is  an  admirer  of  fine 
stock,  and  in  consequence  keeps  on  his  place  some 
of  the  best  breeds. 

William  P.  Collings,  on  January  28,  1885,  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Siler,  a  native  of  this 
county,  who  was  born  January  22,  1865.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Rev.  Elwood  C.  and  Martha  (Mor- 
ris) Siler,  both  of  whom  came  to  this  state  from 
North  Carolina.  They  are  early  and  respected 
pioneers  of    Parke  County  and  are  now  making 


their  home  in  the  town  of  Bloomingdale.  Mr. 
Siler  is  a  minister  of  the  Friends'  Church  at  that 
place  and  is  highly  regarded  by  all  who  know  him. 
Two  children,  bearing  the  names  of  J.  Frank  and 
George  O,  have  come  to  bless  the  home  and  fire- 
side of  Mr.  Collings  and  his  amiable  wife.  Socially 
Mr.  Collings  is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  belonging  to  Marshall 
Lodge,  No.  133.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a  Democrat. 

PvETER  RUTLEDGE  is  a  prominent  farmer 
in  Washington  Township,  Parke  County. 
He  is  the  son  of  Levi  and  Magdalene 
(Knupp)  Rutledge,  and  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, April  10,  1838.  Levi  Rutledge  was  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  probably  born  in  Rockingham 
County,  and  was  of  foreign  ancestry.  While  yet 
in  early  youth  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  continued  to  follow 
till  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  when 
he  began  for  himself  and  pursued  his  occupation. 
He  was  married  a  few  years  later  to  a  daughter  of 
Philip  Knupp,  after  which  he  came  to  Parke 
County,  where  he  made  his  home  with  his  son  a 
few  years,  but  became  dissatisfied  and  returned  to 
Virginia.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Dunkard 
Church,  and  always  lived  a  quiet  and  unassuming 
life.  His  political  affiliations  were  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  reared  a  family  of  six  children: 
Peter,  Philip,  Anna,  Mary,  Betty  and  Susan  F. 

When  Peter  Rutledge  began  in  life  for  himself 
he  had  but  a  small  amount  with  which  to  start,  for 
from  his  early  youth  he  had  worked  by  the  month 
to  assist  his  parents  in  making  a  living  for  the 
family.  In  1865  he  came  to  Parke  County,  locat- 
ing where  he  now  lives  in  Washington  Township, 
and  at  once  began  working  out  by  the  month  in  a 
saw-mill.  A  few  years  later  he  bought  the  mill 
and  operated  it  until  the  business  ran  down  so 
that  there  was  no  longer  any  profit  in  it.  He  then 
decided  to  try  agriculture  for  a  time.  While 
operating  the  mill  Mr.  Rutledge,  in  clearing  away 
some  litter,  caught  his  sleeve  in  the  saw,  and 
barely  escaped   with  his   life.      His  left  arm  was 
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severed,  and  several  deep  gashes  were  cut  in  his 
head  and  neck.  The  blow  on  the  head  not  only 
laid  open  the_flesh,  but  also  took  a  piece  of  the 
skull  bone.  This  serious  and  unfortunate  acci- 
dent has  crippled  Mr.  Rutledge  for  life,  but  he 
bears  his  affliction  with  great  fortitude  and 
patience. 

In  July,  1882,  Mr.  Rutledge  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  a  daughter  of  Monroe  and  Eliza  A.  (Law- 
son)  Archer,  both  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  lat- 
ter bore  the  given  name  of  Dora,  and  was  born  in 
Shelby  County.  Mrs.  Rutledge  became  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Peter  and  John,  who 
are  twins,  and  William  T.  During  the  late  war 
Mr.  Rutledge  was  compelled  to  join  the  Southern 
Army,  and  served  in  Company  F,  First  Brigade  of 
the  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment,  under  Stonewall 
Jackson's  command.  He  went  out  in  1862,  and 
on  the  9th  of  June  received  a  wound  at  Fort  Re- 
public. A  minie-ball  weighing  one  and  a  fourth 
ounces  entered  the  small  of  his  back,  and  fourteen 
and  a  half  years  later  it  was  taken  from  his 
thigh.  When  wounded,  in  order  to  avoid  going 
to  the  southern  hospital,  he  deserted  the  rebel 
army  and  came  west,  locating  in  Ohio  just  one 
year  before  coming  to  Parke  County. 

The  splendid  farm  which  belongs  to  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge comprises  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres 
of  fertile  land,  and  is  divided  and  subdivided  into 
fields  of  convenient  size,  some  of  which  are  tilled, 
and  others  devoted  to  pasturage.  Mr.  Rutledge 
bears  a  wide  and  unblemished  reputation  as  being 
a  man  of  sterling  business  qualities,  and  in  what- 
ever position  he  has  been  placed  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens he  has  been  noted  for  his  fidelity  and  discre- 
tion. Mr.  Rutledge  and  his  worthy  wife  arc  con 
nected  with  the  United  Brethren  Church,  in  which 
they  rank  among  the  leading  members.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Rutledge  is  a  Prohibitionist  and  a  great 
temperance  worker. 

,\ILLIAM    H.  JOHNSTON,  a   member  of 
the    firm    of   Johnston     &     Johnston,    of 
Crawfordsville,   Ind.,    was   born   June  9, 
1858,  near  Greencastlo,  Ind.,  acquired  an 
academical  education  at  Darlington  Academy   and 


entered  the  Michigan  University  in  1879.  He 
graduated  from  this  institution  in  the  class  of  1881 
and  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Johnston  & 
Johnston,  with  his  brother  Charles. 

William  Johnston  possesses  the  characteristic 
qualities  of  an  analytical  attorney,  who  is  a  close 
reasoner  and  prepares  the  cases  that  come  before 
the  firm  with  great  care  and  thoroughness.  He 
never  jumps  at  conclusions  but  gives  his  opinions 
after  careful  consideration,  his  conclusions  being 
arrived  at  only  by  deductions  from  logical  reasoning 
on  sound  premises.  At  the  bar  he  is  a  strong 
man  and  his  expressions  carry  great  weight  with 
judge  and  jury.  While  he  does  not  possess  to  any 
eminent  degree  the  power  of  a  popular  orator,  his 
arguments  are  well  and  forcibly  made  and  at  this 
time  there  are  few  men  at  this  bar  who  excel  him 
in  forensic  oratory. 

Politics  comes  naturally  to  one  of  his  bent  of 
mind  and  his  ability  as  a  manager  of  close  cam- 
paigns is  recognized  by  his  compeers,  who  have 
imposed  upon  him  the  Chairmanship  of  the  County 
Committee.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnston  took 
place  in  1880  to  Miss  Ella  May  McMullen,  of 
Frankfort,  Ind.,  and  his  family  now  consists  of  a 
little  daughter,  Lois  June. 

Mr.  Johnston's  tastes  are  largely  social,  and 
having  a  natural  love  for  home  life,  he  became  as- 
sociated with  fraternal  orders  where  the  sacred- 
ness  of  home  is  made  a  principle.  In  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  he  has  been  an  active  and  influential 
member  and  has  held  the  responsible  position  of 
Recorder  of  the  Uniformed  Rank. 
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AMES  SIMMERMAN,  ex-County  Sheriff. 
Wherever  there  are  human  beings  there 
will  be  among  them  a  certain  proportion  who 
are  evilly  disposed,  and  in  large  communities 
it  has  always  be  found  necessary  to  appoint  guard 
ians  of  the  peace.  In  Fountain  count}',  Ind.,  the 
most  popular  and  efficient  guardian  of  the  peace, 
or  in  other  words  the  County  Sheriff,  is  James 
Simmerman,  who  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
responsible  position  in  a  manner  reflecting  credit 
upon  himself  and  upon   his  constituents. 
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Mr.  Simmerman  is  a  Hoosier  by  birth,  was  born 
six  miles  east  of  Covington,  in  Van  Buren  Town- 
ship, May  19,  1840,  and  comes  of  good  old  Vir- 
ginia stock,  his  parents,  James  and  Marga- 
ret (Shaeffer)  Simmerman,  being  natives  of  that 
state.  The  elder  Simmerman  brought  his  family 
to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  in  1832,  but  moved  from 
there  to  Fountain  County,  where  they  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  days,  the  father  dying  in  1807 
at  the  age  of  sixty  seven,  and  the  mother  dying  in 
1873,  also  aged  sixty-seven  years.  The  father  en- 
tered laud  from  the  Government,  and  it  is  still  in 
the  family,  his  sons,  John  and  William,  owning 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  the  old  homestead. 
Fourteen  children  were  born  to  this  estimable 
couple,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown,  but  only 
two,  beside  our  subject,  who  was  fifth  in  the  order 
of  birth,  are  now  living.  Emeline,  the  only 
daughter,  married  Henry  Crane,  of  Osborn  Prairie. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  a  man  of  much 
energy  and  push,  no  doubt  inheriting  these  char- 
acteristics from  his  Teutonic   ancestors. 

The  youthful  days  of  James  Simmerman  were 
divided  between  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm 
and  in  attending  the  common  school,  where  he 
secured  a  good  practical  education.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  March,  1865,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty 
fourth  Regiment,  and  was  in  service  for  six  mouths, 
mainly  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.  He  was  mustered 
out  in  August,  1865,  and  on  the  23d  of  September, 
of  the  following  year,  he  married  Miss  Ruth 
Whole,  a  native  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and  the 
daughter  of  J.  Whole,  also  of  that  county.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Simmerman  remained  on  a  farm  near 
his  father  until  after  the  latter' s  death,  or  in  1873, 
when  he  went  to  Veedersburg,  where  he  worked 
at  the  carpenter  trade  for  three  years,  erecting 
stores  and  other  buildings. 

Mr.  Simmerman  was  Assessor  for  the  township 
for  nine  years  continuously,  and  in  1890  he  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  the  county,  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  with  a  majority  of  sixty-five.  This  was  an 
extremely  close  contest,  both  men  being  very 
prominent  in  the  county.  Mr.  Simmerman  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  the  office  on  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, 1890.     The   residence  and    jail  (both  are 


together)  is  a  very  fine  building,  and  no  man  is 
more  capable  of  filling  the  position  of  Sheriff  in 
a  satisfactory  manner  than  the  original  of  this 
notice.  He  is  fearless  and  determined  in  dis- 
charging his  duties,  is  possessed  of  excellent 
judgment,  and  is  the  right  man  for  the  right 
place.  As  a  citizen  and  neighbor  he  has  no 
superior,  and  by  his  genial,  pleasant  manner  has 
won  many  friends. 

In  his  domestic  relations  Mr.  Simmerman  is  in- 
deed fortunate,  his  wife  being  a  lady  of  superior 
attainments,  and  his  family  all  that  heart  could 
wish.  He  has  the  following  interesting  children: 
Joseph  O.,  Deputy  Sheriff;  Orville  Victor,  D.D.S., 
at  Veedersburg,  attending  college;  Quincy 
Byron,  Addie,  Mary  and  Dalie.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Simmerman  are  prominent  church  members  and 
are  deeply  interested  in  all  church  work. 

dlAMESW.  WILSON,  a  representative  farmer 
and  highly  respected  citizen,  of  Kirkpat- 
'  rick,  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  is  well 
known  throughout  Madison  Township  as  a 
most  genial  gentleman  and  obliging  friend  and 
neighbor.  The  family  record  of  his  ancestry 
shows  him  to  be  of  Scotch  and  Irish  descent,  a 
fact  fully  verified  by  the  ready  wit  and  quaint 
humor  of  our  subject. 

Away  back  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  among  the  rugged  hills  of  "  Old  Scotia" 
David  Wilson,  the  paternal  ancestor  and  great 
great-grandfather  of  James  W.,  was  born.  A 
sturdy  lad,  full  of  native  energy  and  manly  resolu- 
tion, he  early  became  self-supporting,  and  seeking 
where  best  to  establish  himself  during  the  future 
struggle  of  life,  left  Scotland,  and  drifted  into  the 
neighboring  kingdom  of  Ireland.  In  "Erin's 
Isle  "  he  found  employment  and  a  life-time  home. 
Earning  his  daily  bread  by  steady,  honest  toil  he 
prospered,  and  with  prudent  management  was  en- 
abled to  marry  and  rear  a  large  family  of  ambi- 
tious, enterprising  and  self  reliant  children. 

William  Wilson,  a  son  of  the  old  Scotchman, 
was  born  in  Ireland,  in  the  year  1722,  and  there 
pursued   the   uneventful    tenor  of  his  way,  in  due 
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time  marrying,  and  providing  for  the  large  family 
which  soon  surrounded  hirn.  One  of  his  sons, 
Solomon  Wilson,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
became  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
colonists  beyond  the  sea,  and,  satisfied  that  he 
could  better  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World,  re- 
solved to  emigrate  thither.  Bidding  friends  and 
relatives  farewell,  he  embarked  for  America,  and 
soon  left  his  native  shores  far  behind  him.  The 
journey  across  the  stormy  Atlantic  was  in  those 
days  exceedingly  tedious,  and  often  perilous,  but 
Mr.  Wilson  was  young,  hopeful,  and  courageous, 
and  occupied  his  time  on  ship  board  in  planning 
for  his  future. 

Landing  safely  upon  this  side  of  the  ocean,  the 
young  Irishman  settled  in  the  "  Old  Dominion  " 
and  following  the  custom  of  his  family,  married 
early  in  life,  and  in  Virginia  founded  the  Ameri- 
can Wilsons,  direct  descendants  of  the  old  Scotch- 
man, David  Wilson.  Solomon  Wilson  took  an 
active  part  in  the  struggles  for  independence  from 
the  mother-country,  and  no  colonist  was  more  en- 
thusiastic in  the  holy  cause  of  liberty  than  he. 
There  is  recorded  in  a  faithful  diary  kept  at  that 
time,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  the 
interesting  historical  fact  that  Mr.  Wilson's 
patriotism  was  further  practically  demonstrated 
by  his  donation  to  the  cause  of  freedom  of  a  most 
valuable  possession,  the  weights  of  the  old  family 
clock,  which  had  peacefully  ticked  away  the  hours 
in  the  Virginia  home.  These  weights,  weighing 
respectively  sixteen  and  fifteen  pounds,  were 
molded  into  bullets,  and  handled  by  the  resolute 
patriots  of  the  Revolution. 

Cornelius  Wilson,  son  of  Solomon  Wilson,  was 
the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  a  native  of 
Hardy  County,  Virginia,  and  was  born  in  1802. 
He  married  at  an  early  age  Miss  Betsey  Taylor, 
also  a  resident  of  Virginia,  and  with  his  wife  mi- 
grated to  Ohio,  where  lie  located  in  Brown  County. 
In  1S:!4  the  attractions  of  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  caused  his  removal  thither,  and  with 
wife  and  children  about  him  lie  lived  to  a  good  old 
age,  enjoying  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
entire  community  which  surrounded  him.  Cor- 
nelius Wilson  held  a  commission  under  Gov. 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  as  First    Lieutenant,   the  time 


of  service  extending  from  1825  to  1834,  when  Mr. 
Wilson  exchanged  his  home  in  Ohio,  for  one  in 
Indiana. 

James  W.  Wilson,  born  December  14,  1829,  was 
the  second  child  in  a  family  of  ten,  and  now  re- 
sides near  the  spot  where  he  spent  the  days  of 
boyhood.  In  1854  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
C.  Ermentrout,  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  early  pio 
neers  of  the  county.  Two  children  were  raised  to 
maturity,  in  their  pleasant  home  upon  the  farm, 
which  our  subject  has  cultivated  many  years.  The 
Wilsons  have  been  Presbyterians  from  time  im- 
memorial, and  in  old  Scotland  devoutly  attended 
the  nearest  "  kirk." 

Our  subject  is  not  a  politician,  but  he  votes  for 
"  the  best  man  "  and  both  he  and  his  good  wife  are 
interested  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
world  at  large.  Passing  year  after  year  in  their 
quiet  home,  they  have  witnessed  so  many  events 
in  the  upward  progress  of  their  State  that  they 
are  possessed  of  a  wonderful  and  most  interesting 
store  of  reminiscence. 


^*^^^: 


^*^^*^>^ 


d | AMES  T.  BUCK,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Parke  County  Neivs  of  Bridgeton,  "a  paper 
'  without  politics  or  religion,''  was  born  August 
3,  1857,  in  Raccoon  Township,  about  three 
miles  south  of  the  village  of  Bridgeton.  His  father, 
the  Rev.  T.  M.  Buck,  is  known  as  the  "righting 
and  marrying  parson."  The  first  part  of  the  title 
was  given  him  during  the  Civil  War.  Being  a 
strong  Republican  and  Abolitionist,  his  Scotch 
blood  would  fire  in  a  minute  when  he  heard  any- 
one upholding  slavery,  and  the  first  he  knew  he 
was  threshing  the  earth  with  his  opponent's  body. 
He  received  the  latter  part  of  his  name  from  the 
unusual  number  of  couples  he  had  united  in  mar- 
riage— more,  it  is  said,  than  any  other  preacher  in 
the  state  of  Indiana,  the  number  being  nearly  live 
thousand  couples. 

T.  M.  Buck  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio, 
January  2,  1887.  His  forefathers  were  Scotch 
people,  but  left  their  native  land  during  the  relig 
ious  troubles  and  settled  in  the  North  of  Ireland. 
Thomas  Buck,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  to 
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this  country  about  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  settled  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  until  death.  Religiously  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  ''The  Parson" 
is  a  man  of  liberal  education  and  an  impulsive  na- 
ture, but  like  all  genuine  Scotchmen  is  a  true 
friend  or  a  bitter  enemy.  In  1854  he  he  came  to 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  where  for  a  time  he  engaged 
in  teaching  school.  He  held  religious  meetings  in 
school-houses,  cabins, etc.,  and  in  1859  was  ordained 
to  preach.  For  one  year  he  was  in  charge  of  the  San- 
ford  circuit,  north  of  Terre  Haute,  and  in  I860  re- 
turned to  his  farm  near  Bridgeton.  He  went  to  Bra- 
zil, Ind.,  in  1867,  where  he  engaged  in  business 
and  had  charge  of  various  churches,  among  them 
Bridgeton,  Salem  and  Bee  Ridge,  until  1883.  He 
then  retired  to  his  farm,  but  still  has  charge  of  a 
local  circuit  and  preaches  occasionally.  In  1890 
he  was  nominated  by  his  party  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Legislature,  but  was  defeated.  He  is  a  mem 
ber  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
Knights  of  Honor  and  Chosen  Friends.  His  wife, 
Mary  A.  McCourt,  was  born  in  Carroll  County, 
Ohio,  in  1836,  and  was  of  Irish  extraction. 

In  a  family  of  six  children  our  subject  was  the 
second.  He  received  a  fair  education  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  commenced  to  learn  the  print- 
er's trade  at  Brazil,  in  the  office  of  the  Western 
Mirror.  After  remaining  thus  occupied  for  three 
years,  he  returned  to  his  father's  farm  near  Jessup, 
Parke  County,  and  resided  there  for  two  years; 
was  elected  Constable  and  served  under  Squire  J. 
C.  Gilkerson.  Afterward  he  was  variously  engaged 
and  followed  the  trade  of  a  tinner  much  of  the 
time  for  six  years.  In  1882-83  he  was  in  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana  and  Arkansas  in  the  secret  service. 
In  1883,  after  his  return  to  Indiana,  he  engaged 
in  business  as  a  tinner  at  Brazil. 

August  10,  1885,  Mr.  Buck  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Graber,  of  Clay  City, 
Ind.  About  the  same  time  he  purchased  the  Clay 
City  Reporter,  which  he  published  until  January, 
1889,  and  then  sold  the  paper.  Meantime  his 
father  in-law  died.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he 
had  been  operating  a  large  tile  factory,  and  after 
his  death  Mr.  Buck  managed  this  business  in  con- 
nection with  his  paper.      In  August,  1888,  he  was 


elected  Marshal  of  Clay  City.  October  5,  1888, 
his  wife  died,  leaving  two  children — Mary  and 
Grace.  His  second  marriage  took  place  March  18, 
1890,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Martha  A.  Beau- 
champ,  of  Bridgeton.  In  November,  1889,  in  com- 
pany with  J.  N.  Seybold,  he  built  a  large  tile  fac- 
tory at  Minshall,  but  the  venture  did  not  prove  a 
success.  In  December,  1890,  he  purchased  the 
Parke  County  News,  which  he  has  since  been  con- 
ducting with  great  efficiency.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Red  Men, 
I.  O.  O.  F. ,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Royal  Eclampsus  Levitas.  In  his  political  opin- 
ions he  is  Republican. 

5t\X\X\X\JK 

JiOHN  W.  LOCKRIDGE,  who  has  long  been 
prominent  in  agricultural  affairs  in  Mont- 
/  gomery  County,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  citi- 
zens residing  within  its  borders,  is  now 
living  a  retired  life  in  one  of  the  pleasant,  comfort- 
able homes  of  the  village  of  Mace.  His  father, 
who  bore  the  name  of  William  Lockridge,  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  Indiana,  whither 
he  had  migrated  from  Augusta  County,  Va. ,  of 
which  he  was  a  native.  He  in  turn  was  a  son  of 
John  Lockridge,  a  Virginian,  who  married  Miss 
Ann  Ray,  who  was  born  in  Bath  County,  that 
state.  John  Lockridge  was  one  of  the  brave  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution,  serving  throughout  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  contest,  taking  part  in  thirty 
battles,  facing  the  enemy  on  the  field  at  Cowpens, 
and  being  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis 
at  Yorktown.  He  was  the  father  of  five  children, 
named  William,  John,  James,  Betsy  and  Mar- 
garet. 

William  Lockridge  was  the  eldest  of  the  family. 
He  grew  to  man's  estate  in  his  native  Virginia 
and,  following  in  his  father's  footsteps,  became  a 
soldier  in  his  country's  service  during  the  War  of 
1812,  belonging  to  an  independent  rifle  company. 
He  was  married  in  Virginia  to  Rachel,  daughter 
of  David  Chambers,  who  was  an  early  settler  of 
Augusta  County,  that  state,  and  was  one  of  the 
heroes  of  the  Revolution.  William  Lockridge  and 
his  bride  began  life  together  in  Augusta  County, 
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and  continued  to  live  there  until  September  13, 
1830,  when  they  started  on  an  ever  memorable 
journey  through  a  wild  and  sparsely  settled  coun- 
try for  Indiana,  arriving  at  Crawfordsville  the 
20th  of  the  following  October.  They  entered  a 
quarter  section  of  land  in  Walnut  Township,  and 
moving  upon  it  the  following  spring,  made  it  their 
home  until  death,  Mrs.  Lockridge  dying  in  1S42, 
and  he  in  1844. 

Mr.  Lockridge  had  proved  himself  a  valuable 
pioneer  in  developing  the  agricultural  resources 
of  the  county,  and  had  cleared  and  put  under  cul- 
tivation a  goodly  portion  of  his  land.  He  was 
helpful  also  in  promoting  the  cause  of  religion  in 
this  section,  as  a  charter  member  and  a  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  Union  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
was  politically  a  Whig.  The  following  are  the 
children  born  to  him  and  his  wife,  of  whom  four 
are  living:  Eliza  married  Jackson  Smith  and  lives 
in  Iowa;  Margaret,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
David  Reed;  Rebecca,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Martin;  Ellen  was  the  wife  of  John  C. 
Bowman,  of  Boone  County,  Ind.  ;  Isabella  was  a 
resident  of  Iowa,  Harry  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
teen,  John  W.,  James  (deceased),  and  two  sons 
that  died  in  infancy —  Robert  and  William  —  com- 
plete the  list. 

John  W.  Lockridge  was  born  June  13,  1819,  in 
Augusta  County,  Va.,  and  lived  there  until  the 
family  came  to  this  state,  when  he  was  a  lad  of 
eleven  years.  He  attended  the  primitive  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  his  day,  but  he  is  mainly  self 
educated.  December  22,  1841,  he  took  an 
important  step  in  life,  whereby  he  secured  a  most 
capable  helpmate  in  the  person  of  Miss  Eliza  N. 
Dorsey,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  on  that  date,  a 
half  a  century  ago.  She  was  born  in  Maryland 
July  23,  1822,  a  daughter  of  George  Dorsey,  a 
prominent  farmer  and  miller  of  this  county,  and 
she  was  reared  principally  in  Baltimore,  in  her  na- 
tive state.  Two  children  have  blessed  her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject:  Benjamin  Franklin,  who 
was  born  February  11,  1858,  and  died  August  27, 
1886,  aged  twenty  six  years,  six  months  and  six- 
teen days;  and  Thomas  R. ,  who  was  born  May  21, 
I860,  married  Rosa,  daughter  of  Gilbert  Gray,  a 


farmer  of  this  township,  and  who  operates  his 
father's  farm  northeast  of  town. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Lockridge  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Walnut  Township,  which  he  lived  upon  two 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Union  Township, 
where  he  ran  a  sawmill  on  Walnut  creek.  Four 
years  later  he  abandoned  that  business  and  bought 
the  place  from  which  he  had  previously  moved. 
He  remained  on  that  farm  until  1864,  and  in  that 
year  bought  another  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  a  mile  northeast  of  Mace.  He  resided 
thereon  until  1889,  when  he  retired  to  his  present 
home  in  the  pretty  village  of  Mace,  leaving  his 
farm  in  charge  of  his  son,  who  is  a  competent 
young  farmer.  He  now  owns  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  his  farm,  besides  thirteen 
acres  near  the  village.  It  is  under  a  fine  state  of 
tillage,  is  well  drained  by  tile,  and  has  good  build- 
ings for  every  needed  purpose. 

Mr.  Lockridge  has  been  a  resident  of  this  coun- 
ty for  more  than  sixty  years,  has  witnessed  the 
many  changes  that  have  taken  place  during  its 
transformation  from  a  wilderness  to  a  beautiful 
farming  country,  and  has  had  a  hand  in  promoting 
its  growth.  He  is  well  known  and  greatly  es- 
teemed, and  is  prominent  in  social  circles  as  a 
member  in  high  standing  of  the  order  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  he  being  Past  Chancellor  of 
Mace  Lodge,  No.  55.  He  was  at  one  time  Trustee 
of  the  Township,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  Green- 
backer.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
whatever  would  advance  his  calling,  and  is  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  New  Ross  Agricultural 
Association,  of  which  he  was  President  from  1881 
to  1891. 

If    It  ORACE  P.  ENSMINGER,  ex-City  Marshal 
|pS|     of  Crawfordsville,   Ind.,   is    the   subject  of 
1[    the  present  sketch.     For  many  years  this 
■f'  name  has  been    a    terror    to    law  -breakers, 

and  the  quietude  and  peaeefnlness  of  the  city  are 
due  to  his  vigilance  and  watchfulness. 

Mr.  Ensminger  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
January  28,  1827,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Jane    (Frazer)  Ensminger.     These    parents    were 
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pioneers  from  Pennsylvania,  who  came  into  the 
county  in  1828,  settled  here  when  it  was  nothing 
but  woods,  and  located  in  the  eastern  part  six 
miles  southeast  of  Crawfordsville.  Joseph  was 
a  farmer  and  also  understood  the  trade  of  brick- 
laying and  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  first 
brick  edifice  which  was  put  up  in  the  city.  He  is 
still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four 
years,  resides  with  his  son,  and  still  loves  to  dis- 
cuss politics  as  well  as  he  did  in  1854,  when  he 
became  a  Republican.  He  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife  died  in  1S39,  and  his  second 
was  Jane  Canine,  widow  of  John  Canine,  and  she 
also  died  some  twelve  years  ago.  Of  a  family  of 
eleven  children  eight  are  now  living. 

In  1844  the  family  moved  into  Crawfordsville, 
and  Horace  learned  the  trade  of  a  saddler  at  La 
Payette,  and  followed  it  at  this  place  for  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  having  a  harness  and  saddle  shop 
here.  From  1854  to  1858  he  acted  as  Village 
Marshal,  and  in  1875  he  became  City  Marshal  and 
has  been  elected  by  the  people  every  two  years 
since.  Twenty  years  ago  he  was  the  only  officer, 
and  it  was  about  six  years  later  before  the  force 
was  increased,  and  in  those  days  he  made  more 
arrests  than  does  the  whole  force  at  the  present 
time.  The  present  police  department  consists  of 
five  policemen,  besides  the  Chief — three  night  and 
two  day  men.  Like  his  aged  father,  Mr.  Ensmin- 
ger  is  a  Republican  and  is  a  man  who  could  hardly 
be  replaced  in  this  city. 

In  1858  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy 
Nicholson,  and  they  have  a  family  of  the  following 
children:  Charles,  a  civil  engineer  in  Kansas;  John, 
who  is  a  physician  in  Waynestown,  Ind. ;  Hal,  a 
druggist  in  Indianapolis;  Hattie,  who  died  when 
an  infant  of  three  years,  and  another  infant  who 
was  taken  away.  The  family  residence  is  at  No. 
4 1 1  East  Main  street. 

Mr.  Ensminger  deserves  to  be  retired  on  a  pen- 
sion. For  twenty  years  he  has  been  the  guardian 
of  the  peace  of  this  city.  In  those  early  days  it 
was  quite  a  common  thing  to  have  fights  and 
drunken  brawls  on  the  streets,  but  the  evil  doers 
soon  learned  that  the  Marshal  was  a  man  of  nerve 
and  pluck  and  that  he  could  not  be  turned  from 
duty.       The    fame    of     Crawfordsville    extended 


abroad, and  too  much  praise  caunot  be  given  the  effi- 
cient officer  who  brought  this  state  of  things  to  pass. 
He  has  developed  an  admirable  corps  of  assistants, 
and  the  city  may  well  feel  proud  of  its  peace  de- 
partment. They  are  all  splendid  specimens  of 
manhood,  and  each  one  feels  the  responsibility  of 
the  office  entrusted  to  him,  and,  better  than  all, 
each  one  is  a  gentleman,  so  unlike  are  they  to  the 
guardians  of  the  law  in  many  much  larger  cities. 


«ssfc*«;o^: 


;******** 


EV.  WILLIAM  L.  ANDERSON,  residing 
on  a  farm  on  Section  7,  Clark  Township, 
where  he  is  variously  engaged  in  raising 
small  fruits,  in  the  manufacture  of  sor- 
ghum, in  the  management  of  a  sawmill,  and  in  bee 
and  poultry  culture,  is  well  known  as  a  minister 
and  lecturer  in  the  Christian  Church  and  as  a 
leader  in  the  Farmers'  Alliance  movement  in 
Montgomery  County.  He  is  a  son  of  Madison  B. 
Anderson,  who  came  to  this  county  in  1849  from 
Brown  County,  where  our  subject  was  born  July 
15,  1847. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  scarcely  two  years  old  when 
his  father  came  to  Montgomery  County,  and  his 
boyhood  was  passed  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives.  He  obtained  the  preliminaries  of  his  edu- 
cation in  the  Ladoga  public  schools  and  in  the 
academy  at  that  place.  In  1869  he  entered  the 
Bible  College  of  the  Kentucky  University,  and  was 
a  student  therein  until  1871,  and  also  took  a 
course  in  the  College  of  Arts  while  there.  In  1871 
he  went  to  Meadville,  Pa.,  to  attend  the  theolog- 
ical school  at  that  place,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1874.  While  a  student  in  that  institution 
he  was  tutor  of  Greek  and  Latin. 

After  the  completion  of  his  studies  Mr.  Ander- 
son began  his  career  as  a  pastor  by  taking  charge 
of  the  Christian  Church  at  Aurora,  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  he  having  united  with  the  Christian 
Church  in  1866.  In  1876  he  was  called  to  the 
Christian  Church,  at  Bedford.  Ohio,  and  remained 
there  until  the  following  year,  when  he  returned 
to  Ladoga.  In  1878  he  completed  the  course  of 
study  in  the  Normal  School  that  he  had  begun 
some  years  before.      In  1879  he  turned   his  atten 
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tion  to  tbe  profession  of  teacher,  and  for  one  year 
held  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  Town- 
ship schools  of  Winchester,  in  Hendricks  County. 
In  September,  1880,  he  returned  to  this  county, 
and  settled  on  his  father's  farm,  where  he  has 
been  living  ever  since. 

Mr.  Anderson  devotes  his  attention  largely  to 
the  various  industries  before  noted,  but  he  has  by 
no  means  given  up  his  professional  work  entirely, 
as  he  gives  much  time  to  lecturing  and  preaching. 
In  the  campaign  of  1888  he  was  employed  by  the 
Prohibition  Central  Committee  to  lecture  on  tem- 
perance, and  did  some  effective  work  for  the  party, 
as  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  prohibition.  His 
chief  prominence  in  political  circles,  however,  is  as 
the  organizer  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  of  which  he  is  an  active  member, 
and  he  is  Chairman  of  the  joint  committees  of 
labor  organizations  in  the  county.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Association. 
He  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  does  a  great  deal  of  pastoral  work.  He  re- 
cently delivered  a  lecture  on  the  "  Historical  Evi- 
dences of  the  Divinity  of  the  Christian  Church." 

During  his  first  pastorate  at  Aurora,  Ohio,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  AndersoTi  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss 
Ora  Johnson,  who  has  cheerfully  co-operated  with 
him  in  his  work,  cheering  and  inspiring  him  to  do 
his  best.  Mrs.  Anderson  was  born  August  5, 
1854,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Johnson,  a 
prominent  business  man,  residing  at  Pawnee.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  had  six  children,  of  whom 
the  following  is  the  record:  Annie  was  born  Sep- 
tember 27,  1875;  Allie,  June  24,  1877;  Edgar 
Clay,  who  was  born  April  27,  1879,  died  July  12, 
1879;  Angie,  who  was  born  October  19,  1880;  Paul 
Johnson,  March  27,  1884,  and  Henry  Warren,  Oc- 
tober 14,  1888. 


^^^-^J^iJ 


^^NN1^-^ 


Ei  DWARD  BRADFIELD  comes  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  Parke  County,  and  is  a 
I   gentleman  who   has   always  endeavored    in 

every  possible  manner  to  promote  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  this  community.  He  is 
now  engaged    in   carrying  on   his   fertile  farm  on 


Section  15,  Adams  Township,  which  comprises 
two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres  of  land  all  in 
one  body,  and  of  this  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
are  now  under  cultivation.  Altogether  he  owns 
three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  acres  of  farm  land, 
the  remainder  being  located  ou  Section  23.  That 
much  confidence  is  placed  in  his  judgment  and 
integrity  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  settle  a  great  many  estates.  In 
1879  Mr.  Bradfield  erected  a  residence  on  his  farm 
at  a  cost  of  about  $2,000. 

Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  is  the  place  of  Mr. 
Bradfield's  birth,  which  event  occurred  August  1 , 
1841.  He  is  a  son  of  William  Bradfield,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  county  in  Ohio.  There  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Sarah  Robi- 
son,  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of  ten  children. 
Seven  of  the  number  lived  to  adult  years,  six  still 
survive,  and  five  are  residents  of  this  county,  viz.: 
Reason,  who  lives  in  Wabash  Township;  Hannah 
Jane,  wife  of  Theodore  Marshall,  of  this  township; 
our  subject;  Levi,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Wabash 
Township,  and  Arminda,  who  resides  also  in 
Wabash  Township,  and  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
McAdams.  Our  subject's  father  migrated  to 
Indiana  in  the  fall  of  1852,  settling  in  Rockville, 
and  the  following  spring  removed  his  family  to  a 
home  had  prepared  for  them.  His  farm,  which 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  was 
partly  improved,  and  to  its  cultivation  he  devoted 
himself  until  death  called  him  from  his  labors 
April  20,  1803.  His  wife  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  September,  1883.  The  .father  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  being  an  Elder  of 
the  same,  and  in  politics  was  a  Republican. 

The  early  years  of  Edward  Bradfield  were 
passed  in  his  native  county,  and  when  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age  he  came  to  Indiana,  remaining 
under  the  parental  roof-tree  until  his  father's 
death,  when  he  took  up  the  management  of  the 
estate  and  settled  it.  He  was  first  married  in 
1807,  at  which  time  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Cox  became  his 
wife.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  B.  Cox,  a  well- 
known  farmer  of  this  township.  To  the  worthy 
couple  were  born  five  children:  William  A.,  who  is 
married  and  a  resident  of  the  township;  Reason 
E.,  also  married,  and  living   in  Adams  Township; 
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Minnie  Inez,  who  lives  at  home  and  is  a  success- 
ful school  teacher;  Seth  M. ,  who  is  also  at  home, 
and  Myrtle,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of 
these  children  departed  this  life  in  1882.  In 
March,  1883,  Mr.  Bradfield  wedded  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Louis,  daughter  of  Peter  Pence,  who  formerly  was 
a  resident  of  the  county. 

About  1869  Mr.  Bradfield  located  on  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  carried  on  for  about  six  years,  and 
then  made  a  permanent  settlement  on  the  farm 
now  operated  by  him.  For  thirteen  winters  Mr. 
Bradfield  taught  school,  eight  years  of  the  time  in 
one  school-house  in  this  county,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  which  he  built  up  quite  an  enviable  repu- 
tation as  an  educator.  His  own  privileges  in  the 
direction  of  an  education  were  those  of  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  Bloomingdale  Academy.  In 
his  political  faith  he  is  a  Republican,  and  for  five 
years  has  held  the  position  of  Assessor.  He  is  a 
strong  and  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  party, 
and  is  a  patriotic  citizen,  devoted  to  the  best 
interests  of  his  country  and  fellow-men.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  pillars  of  the  Union  Christian 
Church,  where  he  is  now  holding  the  offices  of 
Clerk  and  Treasurer.  He  is  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school,  in  which  he  takes  a  commend- 
able interest. 


>K^*****: 


^KN^NNS^ 


d|OHN  H.  CHENOWETH  is  a  native  son  of 
Parke  County,  having  been  born  in  Union 
'  Township  December  6,  1868.  He  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  and  wide  awake  young  farm- 
ers of  Adams  Township,  his  home  being  on  Sec- 
tion 12.  It  has  been  often  remarked  that  the  ag- 
riculturists of  the  country  are  the  bone  and  sinew 
of  the  nation,  and  surely  they  deserve  to  have 
their  memory  perpetuated  as  the  true  founders  of 
our  national  prosperity.  Mr.  Chenoweth  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  and  it  is  not,  therefore,  strange 
that  on  arriving  at  man's  estate  he  chose  to  con- 
tinue in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Cornelius  B.  Chenoweth,  our  subject's  father,  is 
now  a  resident  of  Illinois,  engaged  in  farming  in 
Vermillion  County.  He  was  one  of  the  honored 
early  settlers  of  Parke  County,  where  he  resided 


several  years.  John  H.  Chenoweth  was  an  infant 
of  about  eighteen  months  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Bridgeton,  this  county,  and  after  living 
there  for  two  years  they  moved  to  Vermillion 
County,  where  the  early  boyhood  of  our  subject 
was  passed.  When  thirteen  years  of  age  he  re- 
turned with  his  father  to  Parke  County  and  in 
1883,  with  his  parents,  went  to  Gentry  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  lived  for  one  year,  then  returning 
to  Raccoon  Township.  At  the  end  of  three  years 
the  family  emigrated  to  New  Discovery,  where 
Mr.  Chenoweth  lived  until  a  year  before  his  mar- 
riage. 

The  date  of  that  important  event  in  Mr.  Cheno- 
weth's  life  was  October,  1891,  when  he  was  united 
in  wedlock  with  Mrs.  Alice  E. ,  widow  of  George 
W.  Adams,  of  Parke  County.  Mrs.  Chenoweth  is 
the  daughter  of  Archibald  B.  Collings  and  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  this  county.  She 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  is  a  cul- 
tured and  most  estimable  lady. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Chenoweth  re- 
moved to  a  farm  adjoining  the  one  which  he  now 
carries  on,  but  only  lived  there  one  year,  after 
which  he  settled  on  his  present  farm.  This  place 
comprises  one  hundred  and  fifty-live  acres,  a  part 
of  which  is  under  good  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved. Good  buildings  have  been  placed  on  the 
premises  and  altogether  the  farm  is  considered  a 
valuable  one.  The  owner  has,  of  late  years  es- 
pecially, given  most  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
raising  fine  stock. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Chenoweth  sup- 
ports the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  As-sociation.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  New  Discovery  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  He  is  held  in  the  highest  respect  by 
the  many  friends  and  acquaintances  he  has  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  home,  and  though  quite 
young  has  already  succeeded  as  a  farmer  to  a  de- 
gree of  which  one  many  years  his  senior  might 
well  be  envious.  This  result  is  entirely  owing  to 
the  native  qualities  of  industry,  perseverance  and 
energy  that  he  has  called  into  requisition,  and  it 
is  safe  to  predict  that  before  many  years  have 
elapsed  he  will  be  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
extensive  farmers  of  the  county. 
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/^(r  EORGE  T.  DURHAM  is  a  general  farmer 
_  and  stock- raiser  of  Howard  Township,  Parke 
\Jl\  County,  located  on  Section  24.  He  is  a 
}*  native  of  Boyle  County,  Ky. ,  being  born 
August  10,  1846,  to  Jesse  Y.  and  Martha  Durham. 
Jesse  Durham  was  also  born  in  Boyle  County  and 
was  the  sou  of  John  Durham,  who  emigrated  to 
Kentucky  in  a  very  early  day  and  helped  to  drive 
the  Indians  out  of  that  state.  He  was  a  gallant 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  John  Durham 
came  to  Indiana  iu  a  very  early  day  and  entered 
live  quarter-sections  of  timber  land  in  Montgomery 
and  Parke  Counties.  He  died  in  his  native  state. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Laws,  bore  him  nine 
children. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Boyle 
County  and  was  reared  there  on  a  farm,  in  the 
meantime  securing  a  limited  education  in  the  little 
log  school-house.  He  remained  with  his  father  till 
his  marriage  to  Martha  Franklin,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Tarkingtou.  After  his  marriage  he  lived  for 
six  years  in  Kentucky  and  in  1850  he  moved  out  to 
Indiana  and  settled  in  Brown  Township,  Montgom- 
ery County,  on  the  land  that  his  father  had  entered 
from  the  Government,  and  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  very  few  acres,  was  in  a  perfectly  wild 
condition.  He  cleared  the  land  and  transformed 
if  from  a  wilderness  into  a  finely  cultivated  farm 
where  he  still  lives. 

Jesse  Durham  is  the  father  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  still  survive,  namely:  John,  who  is 
a  farmer  and  physician  of  Sullivan  County;  George; 
Crittenden,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Laura, 
who  is  the  wife  of  William  Rue,  of  Danville,  Ky. ; 
Joseph,  a  resident  of  Indianapolis  and  a  book- 
keeper in  a  bank  at  that  place;  Joshua  B. ,  a  horse- 
trader  of  Terre  Haute,  and  William,  who  is  at 
Waveland,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming. 
Those  that  are  deceased  aie  Julia  and  Cornelius. 
Jesse  Durham  represented  Montgomery  County  in 
the  State  Legislature  a  number  of  years  ago.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  of  Montgomery  County,  being 
the  possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  town- 
ship. 

George  T.  Durham  was  about  four  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Indiana,  where  he   was  educated 


in  the  country  schools,  after  which  he  attended 
Waveland  Academy,  where  he  materially  increased 
his  stock  of  knowledge.  He  lived  with  his  parents 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage,  December  8,  1880, 
to  Miss  Betty  Elliott  North,  who  is  the  daughter 
of  Hem-y  North,  of  Bullitt  County,  Ky.  He  then 
located  on  a  farm  in  Howard  Township,  where  he 
now  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durham  have  been 
born  four  children,  namely:  Julia  Belle,  Rosalie, 
Roscoe  Conkling  and  Henry,  all  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Another  child,  Betty,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months. 

Mr.  Durham  is  at  the  present  time  farming  t\vo 
hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  laud,  all  of  which  is 
well  improved  and  iu  a  very  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. It  is  counted  one  of  the  best  farms  in  How- 
ard Township.  Mr.  Durham  is  a  member  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at  Jacksonville,  Ind. 
Politically  he  has  always  supported  the  Democratic 
ticket  and  in  1S00  was  elected  Trustee  of  his  town- 
ship, which  position  he  still  holds  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  the  community. 


**^N^*V 


^NNS1^*^ 


ATHAN  FREEMAN,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  on  Section  8,  Clark  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  devoted  the  opening 
years  of  his  manhood  to  his  country's 
service  in  the  late  war,  and  won  an  honorable  mil- 
itary record,  his  bravery  and  efficient  soldiership 
gaining  him  promotion  from  the  ranks  to  the  posi- 
tion of  an  officer  in  his  regiment.  He  is  a  native 
of  Indiana,  and  was  born  in  Randolph  County 
July  28,  1830.  His  father  was  Joshua  Freeman, 
who  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  He  iu  turn 
was  a  son  of  Nathan  Freeman,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  the  same  state  July  24,  1793,  his  parents 
being  Robert  and  Nancy  Freeman.  The  family 
was  of  English  origin,  and  it  is  probable  that 
Robert  Freeman  was  a  native  of  England  and 
emigrated  to  this  country  in  colonial  times. 
Nathan  Freeman  married  Mary  Buckingham,  who 
was  distantly  related  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
of  that  day.  Nathan  and  Mary  Freeman  had  five 
children:  Joshua,  Mary,  Rachel,  Nathan  and 
Oliver. 
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Joshua  Freeman  was  born  September  28,  1814, 
and  when  a  young  man  came  to  this  state  to  cast 
in  his  lot  with  its  pioneers.  He  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Randolph  County,  and  was  there  married  to 
Mary  Warrick,  a  daughter  of  a  pioneer  farmer  of 
that  section.  In  1846  Mr.  Freeman  left  Randolph 
County,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Howard 
County,  where  he  continued  to  farm,  owning  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres.  He  was  living  there  when  the 
war  broke  out,  and  notwithstanding  he  was  consid- 
erably past  the  meridian  of  life,  he  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  and  his  name  was  enrolled 
as  a  member  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry, 
Company  C.  The  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life 
proved  too  much  for  him  to  bear,  and  lie  was  taken 
9ick  and  sent  home,  only  to  die  a  short  time  after 
his  arrival  in  Howard  County,  in  1862.  Thus  was 
a  courageous  anil  patriotic  spirit  sacrificed  on  the 
altar  of  our  country. 

Joshua  Freeman  was  a  thoroughly  good  man 
and  a  faithful  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  After  his  first  wife  had  died  he  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Frank  Lytle,  a  farmer  of 
Grant  County.  Four  children  were  born  of  the 
first  marriage,  and  seven  from  the  second  union. 
William,  Richard,  Nathan  and  Mary  were  by  the 
first  wife,  and  Jane,  Sarah,  Harriett,  Winnie, 
Lyndsey,  David  and  Oliver  are  the  children  of  the 
second  marriage,  all  living  but    Oliver  and  Sarah. 

The  first  seven  years  of  Nathan  Freeman's  life 
were  passed  in  Randolph  County,  and  the  inter- 
vening years,  from  that  time  until  Lincoln  called 
for  three  hundred  thousand  troops  for  three  years' 
service  were  spent  in  Howard  County  with  his 
father.  He  was  prompt  to  respond  to  the  call,  and 
the  29th  of  July,  1861,  found  his  name  inscribed 
on  the  roll  of  Company  C,  Twenty  sixth  Indiana 
Infantry.  He  early  displayed  true  soldierly  valor 
and  other  excellent  qualities,  and  upon  his 
merits  was  promoted  through  the  different  grades 
of  Corporal  and  Sergeant  to  be  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Mr.  Freeman  saw  much  hard  service  and  took 
an  active  part  in  several  important  battles,  notably 
those  at  Pea  Ridge,  Wilson  Creek,  Perry  Grove, 
Pittsburg  Landing,  Vicksburg  and  Mobile.    He  was 


finally  taken  prisoner  with  others  while  engaged 
with  the  enemy  at  Morgan's  Bend,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  was  taken  to  Tyler,  Tex.,  where 
lay  in  prison  nine  months.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he,  D.  V.  Burns  and  Joseph  Burgett  were  so 
fortunate  as  to  escape  by  running  between  the 
guards  and  quickly  getting  beyond  pursuit.  They 
skulked  through  the  country,  traveling  by  night 
aud  sleeping  by  day  for  fourteen  long  days  and 
nights,  until  they  reached  their  friends  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi.  After  four  years  and 
six  months'  experience  of  the  terrible  trials  of 
army  life  in  the  greatest  of  civil  wars  ever  re- 
corded, Mr.  Freeman  was  honorably  discharged 
January  15,  1865. 

Mr.  Freeman  resumed  his  residence  in  Howard 
County  when  he  left  the  army,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Cynthia  Mitchell,  a  daughter  of  Silas  Mit- 
chell, a  farmer  of  Tipton  County.  Mr.  Freeman 
bought  his  father's  farm  of  eighty  acres,  and  sub- 
sequently bought  forty  acres  more  land,  and  lived 
upon  the  old  homestead  from  1866  to  1884.  In 
the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Hancock  County, 
where  he  stayed  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1886 
he  came  to  Clark  Township  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  excellent  farming 
land,  upon  which  he  settled;  he  has  besides  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Missouri. 
The  land  is  well  drained,  fenced  and  tilled,  and 
the  farm  is  supplied  with  a  good  class  of  buildings 
and  everything  needful  for  carrying  on  agriculture 
advantageously. 

Mr.  Freeman  is  prominently  identified  with 
various  local  social  organizations.  He  has  held  the 
offices  of  Tyler  and  Treasurer  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association.  He  has  sensible  po- 
litical views  and  votes  independently,  regardless 
of  party,  for  the  man  he  deems  best  fitted  for  the 
office. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  have  had  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows^  Lulu,  wife  of 
Benjamin  Kinder,  of  La  Fayette;  Sibey,  wife  of. 
David  Miller,  who  is  a  farmer,  residing  west  of 
Parkersburg;  Charles  and  Frank.  The  names  of 
those  that  are  dead   are  Mary,  Nancy  and    Lewis. 
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\ILLIAM  J.   GILKESON  during  the  war 

was  a  strong  Union  man,  and  Las  been  a 

resident  of  Section  19,  Adams  Township, 

Parke    County,    since    1875.       He    has 

alwavs  been   active    in   forwarding  and  promoting 

the  best  interests  of  this  locality,  the  welfare  of 

which  he  has  ever  had  deeply  at  heart. 

Mr.  Gilkeson  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va., 
January  3,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  John,  who  was 
likewise  a  native  of  the  same  county  and  state. 
Our  subject's  mother  was,  in  her  maidenhood, 
Miss  Jane,  daughter  of  William  Brownlee.  Grand- 
father Gilkeson  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  also  participated  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Mr.  Gilkeson  has  in  his  possession  an  old-fash- 
ioned gun  which  was  carried  by  that  gentleman 
in  the  last-mentioned  war. 

John  Gilkeson  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
in  1829  went  to  Ohio,  locating  near  Hillsboro,  in 
Highland  County,  where  he  lived  for  seven  years, 
cultivating  rented  laud.  In  1837  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Parke  County  and  purchased  laud  of 
Gen.  Howard.  This  was  nearly  all  in  a  wild  state 
at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  but  with  characteris- 
tic energy  he  proceeded  at  once  to  the  work  of  its 
improvement  and  development,  accomplishing 
good  results  by  the  aid  of  his  children.  Of  the 
latter  there  were  six  in  number,  four  of  these  still 
surviving,  viz. :  Mary,  widow  of  Robert  Christian; 
Jane  L.,  who  lives  in  Adams  Township;  John,  a 
resident  of  Allen  County,  Kans.,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  our  subject. 

Until  reaching  his  thirteenth  year  William  J. 
Gilkeson  was  a  resident  of  his  birthplace,  but  at 
that  time  came  with  his  parents  to  Indiana,  where 
he  grew  to  man's  estate.  His  father  died  about 
two  years  after  their  removal  to  Parke  County,  and 
it  therefore  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  children  to  im- 
prove anil  clear  the  land.  In  1852  Mr.  Gilkeson 
wedded  Rachel,  daughter  of  Archibald  Strain,  and 
to  them  was  born  one  child,  Isaac,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Parke  County.  The  wife  and  mother  was 
t called  to  her  final  rest  in  the  spring  of  1853,  and 
six  years  later  Mr.  Gilkeson  and  Elizabeth  Adams 
were  united  in  wedlock.  Mrs.  Gilkeson  is  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Adams,  who  was  an  early  set- 


tler of  this  county,   to   which   he  migrated   from 
Kentucky. 

From  the  year  1859  until  1875  Mr.  Gilkeson  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  Section  20,  Adams  Township, 
when  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  which  com 
prises  sixty -five  acres.  He  is  an  enterprising  agri 
culturist  and  has  used  the  most  practical  as  well  as 
most  modern  methods  in  conducting  his  farm.  He 
deposits  his  ballot  in  favor  of  the  Republican  nom- 
inees, and  in  religious  belief  supports  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

To  our  worthy  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  William  (who  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church), 
makes  his  home  in  Texas;  Samuel  lives  in  Terre 
Haute,  Ind. ;  Edna  Jane  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth,  and  John  Thomas  lives  at  home. 
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(  -VILLIAM  H.  HARGRAVE.  Located  in 
L\//  the  midst  of  a  rich  farming  community,  it 
Mj  is  not  strange  that  the  buskiess  interests 
of  Rockville  have  attained  a  prominence 
unequaled  in  this  section  of  country.  The  busi 
ness  men  of  this  place,  as  a  class,  are  enterprising, 
shrewd  and  far-seeing  in  judgment,  and  it  is 
largely  through  their  efforts  that  the  city  has  be- 
come prominently  known  as  a  commercial  center. 
Among  the  number  who  have  contributed  to  this 
pleasing  result  may  be  mentioned  William  H. 
Hargrave,  the  owner  and  proprietor  of  a  large 
furniture  and  undertaking  establishment  at  Rock- 
ville. 

October  11,  1834,  Mr.  Hargrave  was  born  in 
Lancaster,  Fairfield  County,  Ohio.  On  the  pa- 
ternal side  he  is  of  Virginian  descent,  his  ancestors 
having  been  early  settlers  in  the  Old  Dominion. 
There  Cornelius  T.  Hargrave,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  near  the  city  of  Richmond  and  thence 
became  to  Ohio  about  the  year  1830.  His  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Gephart  took  place  at  Cir- 
cleville.  He  engaged  in  farming  in  the  Buckeye 
State  until  1842,  when  he  removed  to  Indiana  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  Putnam  County.  His  atten- 
tion  was  closely  devoted  to    improving   and    culti- 
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valing  this  place,  where  he  resided  until  his  death 
at  Russellville  in  April,  1888.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  several  years  prior  to  his  demise.  In  his  re 
ligious  connections  he  was  identified  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  A  man  of  energy  and 
thrift,  he  made  a  success  of  his  agricultural  oper- 
ations and  was  very  prominent  in  Putnam  County. 

Mr.  Hargrave  was  one  of  eight  children,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Putnam  Couuty,  Ind.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter, 
and  in  1855  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself. 
In  1868  he  came  to  Rockville,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Here  he  was  engaged  at  his  trade 
for  three  years  and  then  entered  into  the  mill- 
wright business,  continuing  at  this  occupation  for 
several  years.  Afterward  he  followed  the  lumber 
business  for  a  number  of  years,  and  later  was 
variously  engaged  until  188-1,  when  he  organized 
his  present  furniture  and  undertaking  establish- 
ment. In  this  business  he  at  once  met  with  flat- 
tering success,  and  his  fair  dealings  with  all  and 
uniform  geniality  of  manners  won  for  him  the  es- 
teem of  his  customers.  He  has  devoted  espe- 
cial attention  to  embalming,  and  attended  Prof. 
Clark's  school  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  the  best  possible  information  re- 
garding this  important  department  of  his  business. 
As  the  result  of  excellent  judgment,  brought  to 
bear  in  every  line  of  work  in  which  he  has  en- 
gaged, success  has  rewarded  his  efforts  and  he  has 
accumulated  a  competency. 

In  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  in  the  fall  of  1S55,  oc- 
curred the  marriage  of  W.  H.  Hargrave  to  Miss 
Susan,  daughter  of  David  C.  Bishop,  a  blacksmith 
residing  in  Portland  Mills,  Putnam  County,  Ind. 
Two  sons  and  two  daughters  have  come  to  bless 
their  home.  Arthur  A.  is  the  Editor  of  the  Rock- 
ville Republican;  Prof.  Charles  A.  is  Professor  in 
the  department  of  Sciences  and  Higher  Mathe- 
matics in  Central  Normal  College,  at  Danville;  Ida 
Belle,  a  graduate  of  the  Rockville  School  and  the 
Normal  School  at  Danville,  was  for  some  time  a 
teacher,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Jesse  R.  Long,  an 
attorney  at  Muncie,  Ind. ;  Loulie  B.,  the  youngest 
child,  is  at  home. 


Appreciating  the  fact  that  Mr.  Hargrave  pos- 
sesses qualifications  which  render  him  well  adapted 
for  public  positions,  his  fellow  citizens  have  fre- 
quently called  upon  him  to  serve  in  official  ca- 
pacities. For  four  years  he  served  as  Township 
Trustee  and  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Board  for 
about  the  same  length  of  time.  In  his  political 
belief  he  is  a  Republican.  When  about  nineteen 
years  of  age  he  united  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  has  since  been  a  faithful  member  of 
and  active  worker  in  that  denomination,  which  he 
now  serves  as  Elder.  Socially  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  tilled  the 
positions  of  Master  of  the  Lodge  and  High  Priest 
of  the  Chapter.  During  the  late  war  he  saw 
something  of  active  service,  having  enlisted  in 
1862  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Seventy  eighth 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  Second  Sergeant  of  his 
company. 

•\    >    >~-\    >T>    <CN      v    K   X   X   X^    ^^    N   T^V  ^ 

ENJAMIN  F.  CRANE  is  one  of  the  later 
generation  of  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
Fountain  County,  native  and  to  the  manor 
born,  who  form  an  important  element  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  prosperity  of  the  county 
and  are  helping  greatly  to  extend  its  wealth. 
He  is  the  son  of  an  early  pioneer  of  this  part 
of  Indiana  who  played  an  important  part  in  de 
veloping  the  agricultural  resources  of  this  region. 
He  is  the  proprietor  of  two  farms  in  Shawnee  and 
Vanburen  Townships,  and  makes  his  home  on  the 
one  situated  on  Section  29,  Shawnee  Township. 

Mr.  Crane  is  a  son  of  James  Crane,  a  native  of 
Warren  County,  Ohio,  and  grandson  of  Jonathan 
Crane,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county  iu  the 
very  earliest  years  of  its  settlement.  His  parents, 
who  were  from  England,  were  among  its  first 
pioneer  citizens.  His  brother,  Sam,  served  as  a  scout 
through  the  Revolution,  and  on  the  mother's  side 
two  brothers  were  killed  during  the  struggle  for 
independence.  James  Crane  was  married  in  his 
native  county  to  Ann,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Shnorf, 
who  was  a  Pennsylvania  Dutchman,  and  one  of  the 
heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  After  marriage 
the  Cranes  set  out  on   horseback  for  their  future 
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home  in  the  wilds  of  Indiana,  bis  father  having 
been  to  Fountain  County  the  year  previous  and 
entered  land  from  the  Government. 

Mr.  anil  Mrs.  James  Crane's  first  home  in  the 
state  was  near  Stone  Bluff,  where  they  lived  but  a 
short  time,  and  then  removed  to  the  iuout.li  of  the 
Shawnee,  where  James  and  his  father  operated  a 
mill.  They  afterward  sold  out  and  James  bought 
a  farm  011  Lopp's  Prairie,  which  he  increased  in 
size  from  time  to  time  by  further  purchase  until 
he  became  the  owner  of  six  hundred  acres  of  fine 
land.  His  father  spent  his  last  days  on  Osborne's 
Prairie,  where  he  was  instrumental  in  a  large  de- 
gree in  the  upbuilding  of  the  Christian  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a  devoted  member  until  death  closed 
his  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  earth  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-nine  years.  His  wife  departed  this 
life  at  the  age  of  eighty  two  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  continued  to  live  on 
his  farm  in  Shawnee  Township  until  six  weeks  be- 
fore his  death,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  at 
Covington,  where  he  and  his  wife  died  shortly 
after  in  1875,  his  death  occurring  July  16.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  Osborne's  Prairie  and  used  his  influence 
to  promote  its  growth  spiritually  and  in  numbers 
as  one  of  its  deacons  until  death  called  him  hence. 
His  good  wife  was  also  an  earnest  working  mem- 
ber of  that  church.  In  his  political  convictions 
he  was  a  sound  Republican.  He  was  the  father 
of  eleven  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  grew  to  maturity,  Benjamin  F.  and  his 
brother,  John  D.,  the  proprietor  of  the  Revere 
House  at  Attica,  being  the  only  survivors  of  the 
family.  Their  brother  William  lived  to  be  some 
thirty  years  old. 

Benjamin  F.  Crane  was  born  May  14,  1850,  on 
the  old  family  homestead  on  Lopp's  Prairie,  Shaw- 
nee Township,  and  his  education  was  conducted 
in  the  local  district  school.  He  became  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  farming  in  all  its  branches, 
and  when  he  arrived  at  years  of  discretion  he 
selected  agriculture  as  the  calling  most  suited  to 
his  tastes.  After  his  marriage  he  located  on  the 
home  place,  his  father  deeding  him  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land.      He  subsequently  bought 


land  of  the  other  heirs  of  the  estate,  and  had  three 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  the  old  homestead.  He 
sold  two  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  it  at  a  good 
price,  and  buying  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres,  at  the  rate  of  $80  an  acre,  moved  upon  it  in 
the  spring  of  1886,  and  now  has  under  his  man- 
agement two  finely  appointed  and  highly  culti- 
vated farms  which  he  devotes  to  general  farming, 
raising  a  good  class  of  stock.  He  has  a  fine  farm 
residence  which  is  well  kept  up.  Everything 
about  the  place  is  neat  and  orderly,  making  it  one 
of  the  pleasautest  of  the  rural  homes  of  this  dis- 
trict. 

November  14,  1874,  is  the  date  of  the  marriage 
of  Benjamin  Crane  with  Margaret  E. ,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Hawk)  Irvine.  Her  father 
was  born  in  one  of  the  early  pioneer  homes  of  In- 
diana, and  lived  here  until  his  removal  to  Ford 
County,  111.,  where  he  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane 
have  been  blessed  in  their  happy  wedded  life  with 
the  following  children:  James  W.,  who  is  fifteen 
years  old;  Frank,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  and 
one-half;  Myrtle,  who  is  eleven  years  old;  Zua, 
aged  nine  years;  Pearly,  six  years  old;  Ruth,  four 
years  of  age,   and  Baby  Julia. 

Mr.  Crane  is  numbered  among  our  best  citizens, 
and  whatever  concerns  the  well-being  of  his  native 
county  is  of  deep  interest  to  him.  He  is  a  well- 
known  figure  in  its  religious  and  social  circles, 
and  the  Republican  party  finds  in  him  a  steadfast, 
advocate.  The  Osborne's  Prairie  Christian  Church, 
with  which  his  father's  name  is  so  closely  asso- 
ciated, has  in  him  one  of  its  most,  estimable  mem- 
bers, and  he  has  served  it  as  Trustee  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  is  also  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
cemetery.  He  has  recently  been  elected  County 
Commissioner. 
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JAMES  M.   OTTERMAN.       The   subject    of 
this   biographical    review,  a  native  born  son 
of   Montgomery  County,  is  one  of  its    most 
liberal-minded,     enterprising     and     sensible 
farmers  and  stock  raisers,   and  his  farm,  on   Sec- 
tion 22,  Clark  Township,  is  cultivated  by  modern 
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methods,  and  is  a  well  appointed  and  valuable  es- 
tate. 

Mr.  Otterman  was  born  March  20,  1850,  on  the 
old  Otterman  homestead  in  Clark  Township,  and 
is  a  son  of  Lewis  Otterman,  of  whom  a  sketch  ap- 
pears on  another  page  of  this  work.  Our  subject 
received  a  sound  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  township,  and  when  he  reached  manhood 
he  selected  as  his  life-work  the  calling  to  which  he 
had  been  reared,  which  Horace  Greeley  called 
"the  noblest  of  professions."  He  brought  a  mind 
well  trained  to  his  vocation,  and  has  kept  well 
abreast  of  the  times  in  conducting  the  various 
farming  operations  to  which  he  devotes  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Otterman' s  father  gave  him  a  farm,  and  af- 
ter his  marriage  he  located  upon  it  and  has  ever 
since  made  it  his  home.  It  comprises  over  three 
hundred  acres  of  laud  of  great  fertility,  which  is 
carefully  cultivated  so  as  to  produce  the  best  re- 
sults, and  its  improvements  are  of  a  high  order, 
including  a  well  built  and  commodious  frame  resi- 
dence that  he  erected  in  1884.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  Otterman  with  Miss  Minnie  F.  Storer  was 
solemnized  November  15,  1885.  They  have  a 
cheerful  and  attractive  home,  which  is  blessed  by 
the  presence  of  a  little  daughter,  Lelia,  who  was 
born  April  16,  1889. 

Mr.  Otterman  is  a  man  of  strong  character  and 
high  principles,  and  is  in  every  way  an  honor  to 
the  citizenship  of  his  native  county.  He  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Christian  Church,  interests  himself 
in  all  its  proceedings  and  in  the  Sunday  school, 
and  actively  co-operates  with  his  pastor  and  fel- 
low-members in  extending  its  influence  and  use- 
fulness as  a  religious  organization.  He  holds 
sound  views  in  politics,  sympathizing  with  the 
Democrats,  or  with  that  branch  of  the  party  that 
pronounces  for  a  "'tariff  for  revenue  only."  He 
favors  all  reforms  that  will  in  any  way  benefit 
mankind,  and  is  an  especially  strong  advocate  of 
the  temperance  movement,  believing  that  the 
"saloon  should  go."  He  is  a  member  of  the  Mont- 
gomery County  Horse  Thief  Detective  Association, 
and  is  active  in  whatever  will  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  in  general  and  of  the 
farmers  in  particular. 


L 


EVI  T.  HOLSINGER,  a  well-known  min- 
ister of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren 
Church,  is  also  a  practical  farmer  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  owning  and  managing  a 
good  farm  on  Section  16,  Clark  Township.  He 
was  born  in  Henry  County,  this  state,  March  21, 
1850,  a  son  of  John  H.  Holsinger,  who  was  born 
in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  in  1820.  The  father  was 
married  in'  his  native  county  to  Sallie  Teeter. 
Both  the  Holsingers  and  the  Teeters  are  of  Ger- 
man origin.  John  Holsinger  continued  to  live  in 
Pennsylvania  for  four  years  after  his  marriage, 
and  then  came  to  Indiana. 

After  a  six  months'  stay  in  Wayne  County,  Mr. 
Holsinger  removed  to  Henry  County  in  the  spring 
of  1850,  and  resided  in  Henry  until  1876,  when 
he  went  to  Nebraska  to  live,  settling  in  Fillmore 
County,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  devoted  to  farming  pur- 
poses. He  made  many  valuable  improvements, 
and  had  a  tine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  acres  in  Indiana,  previous  to  going  to 
Nebraska.  His  wife  died  March  28,  1889,  in  Ne- 
braska and  after  that  he  made  his  home  with  his 
children  until  his  death  August  20,  1892.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Germau  Baptist  Brethren  Church, 
in  which  he  also  served  as  a  minister.  Politically 
he  was  a  sound  Republican.  He  was  the  father 
of  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living,  our  sub 
ject,  the  youngest,  and  Jeremiah  T.,  who  was  born 
November  27,  1845,  married  Mollie  C,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Graham,  of  Henry  County,  and  now 
resides  in  Delaware  County.  Mr.  Holsinger' s 
daughter  Maria  was  born  May  17,  1840,  married 
T.  H.  Johnson,  a  farmer  of  Henry  County,  and 
died  August  29,  1891. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Holsinger  established 
his  home  in  his  native  county,  and  devoted  him- 
self to  farming  and  to  teaching  music.  He  was 
naturally  gifted  as  a  musician,  and  had  cultivated 
his  talents  in  that  direction.  He  taught  for  three 
years  there,  and  then  opened  a  boot  and  shoe  store 
in  Blackford  County,  at  Montpelier,  which  he 
conducted  for  nearly  a  year.  In  1876  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Nebraska,  and  first  located  in 
Fair  Couuty,  where  he  engaged  in  carpentering. 
He  followed  that  trade  three  years,  and  at  the  end 
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of  tbat  time  bis  father  gave  him  a  part  of  his  farm 
in  Fillmore  County.  He  lived  on  it  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  then  returned  to  Indiana,  and  for  awhile 
he  was  employed  in  contracting  and  building, 
with  bis  residence  at  Oakville. 

In  March,  1884,  Mr.  Holsinger  purchased  a 
third  interest  in  some  saw  and  planing  mills,  which 
were  completely  demolished  the  first  of  the  follow- 
ing April  by  the  great  tornado  tbat  swept  through 
the  town.  This  entailed  a  great  loss  on  Mr.  Hol- 
singer and  his  partners,  but  they  rebuilt  the  mills 
and  he  took  a  half  interest  in  them,  which  be  re- 
tained until  1888,  when  he  disposed  of  his  share 
in  the  concern  at  a  good  price,  and  coming  to 
Montgomery  County,  bought  the  farm  upon  which 
he  now  lives,  of  E.  Pearson.  It  comprises  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-improved  and  finely 
cultivated  land,  and  is  amply  supplied  with  every 
accessory  for  carrying  on  agriculture. 

Iq  1871  Mr.  Holsinger  was  married  to  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  Jacob  Kern,  who  was  a  mechanic  of 
Oakville,  Delaware  County.  They  have  been 
blessed  in  their  happy  marriage  with  several  chil- 
dren: Merton,  who  was  born  May  26,  1873,  and 
is  already  in  the  ministry  of  the  German  Baptist 
Brethren  Church  as  a  young  preacher  of  much 
promise;  Edna  Emma,  born  May  4,  1876;  Harley 
B.,  born  May  29,  1880;  Franklin  R.,  born  January 
13,  1882;  Jeremiah  N.,  born  July  12,  1884;Gracie 
D.,  born  August  21,  1886,  and  Mary  Anna,  born 
November  30,  1887. 

Mr.  Holsinger  has  long  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  German  Baptist  Brethren  Church  as 
one  of  its  most  earnest  and  useful  ministers,  hav- 
ing been  an  expounder  of  the  Gospel  according  to 
the  doctrines  of  that  faith  ever  since  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  September  21,  1878.  He  has 
charge  of  the  Sugar  Creek  Church,  in  Hancock 
County,  and  he  also  preaches  to  numerous  other 
congregations.  He  is  a  power  in  the  church,  both 
in  the  pulpit  and  as  an  active  missionary,  dis- 
tributing tracts  and  in  other  ways  disseminating 
the  religions  truths  that  beholds  so  dear,  besides 
being  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday-school  and 
Superintendent  of  the  distribution  of  tracts.  In 
politics  he  acts  according  to  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience  and  is  not  bound  by  party  ties. 


r*(f  EORGE  W.  HUTSON.  Prominent  among 
■m.  the  farmers  of  Howard  Township,  Parke 
\mA\  County,  is  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
£*  sketch.  He  resides  on  Section  20,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. A  native  of  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  he  was  born 
March  30,  1844,  to  William  Hutson,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  who  came  to  Kentucky  and  settled  in 
Mercer  County,  where  he  died  when  our  subject 
was  nine  years  old.  His  wife's  name,  before  mar- 
riage, was  Mary  Wiggon.  She  was  also  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  result  of  her  marriage  was  the 
birth  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living. 
They  are  William,  a  farmer  of  Howard  Township, 
this  county;  Green,  a  prominent  agriculturist  of 
Allen  County,  Kaus.;  John  P.,  who  runs  a  farm  in 
Howard  Township,  and  George,  our  subject. 
Thomas,  another  of  the  children  of  this  family, 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in 
Howard  Township.  After  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band she  migrated  to  Indiana  in  1854  and  located 
first  in  Washington  Township,  where  she  lived  for 
two  years,  then  removing  to  this  township. 

George  W.  Hutson  has  spent  almost  his  entire 
lifetime  in  this  couuty,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years  married  a  Miss  Jane  Blacketer,  who  is 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  Blacketer,  a  farmer  of 
Union  Township.  Mrs.  .Hutson  was  born  and 
reared  in  Union  Township,  where  she  received  a 
common  school  education.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Hutson  located  in  this  township,  where  he 
followed  farming  for  a  time  and  soon  after  moved 
to  Fountain  County,  locating  in  Jackson  Township, 
where  he  lived  for  two  years.  At  that  period  he 
removed  to  Howard  Township,  where  he  lived  for 
six  years,  and  then  resided  in  Union  Township  for 
six  years.  Subsequently  he  located  permanently 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies,  where  he  has 
worked  faithfully  and  energetically  to  earn  a  live- 
lihood for  himself,  wife,  and  a  large  family  of 
children,  who  are  as  follows:  Harvey,  deceased; 
William,  who  married  Ida  Lawson,  and  now  resides 
in  Parke  County  on  the  Wabash  river;  John  W. , 
who  is  farming  in  this  township;  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Kelley  of  Fountain  County ;  Arty,  Middy 
and  Perry,  who  are  all  at  homo,   and  Cecile. 
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Mr.  Hutson  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  where  he 
lives,  about  one-half  of  which  is  improved  and  in 
a  fair  state  of  cultivation.  Politically,  he  is  a 
strong  Democrat,  and  at  the  present  time  holds 
the  office  of  Assessor  of  his  township,  to  which  po- 
sition he  has  been  elected  for  four  successive  terms. 
Socially,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association.  Mr.  Hutson  is  an 
honest  man,  noted  for  his  many  worthy  traits  of 
character,  which  have  made  him  a  popular  and 
respected  citizen  of  this  township  and  county. 

d(OHN  HUTCHINGS,  deceased,  an  intelligent 
and  able  pioneer  farmer  and  life-long  resi- 
'  dent  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  passed  peace- 
fully to  his  rest  upon  the  old  homestead  in 
Montgomery  County  in  the  early  spring  of  1889. 
Born  in  Butler  County,  October  15,  1819,  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture,  and  for  over  thirty  years  he  was 
actively  identified  with  the  farming  interests  of 
Montgomery  County.  Upright  and  honorable 
throughout  his  life,  a  true  American  citizen, 
warmly  advocating  educational  advancement  and 
progressive  in  his  ideas,  his  death  was  mourned 
as  a  public  loss  by  the  entire  county. 

The  immediate  ancestors  of  John  Hatchings 
were  natives  of  the  "sunny  south,"  but  the 
founders  of  the  Hatchings  family  in  America 
were  Welshmen.  They  were  people  of  rugged 
honesty  of  character,  intelligent  and  industrious, 
and  emigrated  to  the  New  World,  not  only  to 
make  their  fortunes,  but  because  of  the  true 
liberty  and  independence  they  might  there  enjoy. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Hutchings 
bravely  served  throughout  the  Revolutionary  War, 
enduring  for  seven  years  and  six  months  the  pri- 
vations, sacrifices  and  suffering  shared  by  the 
noble  patriots  of  those  troublous  days.  Peace 
having  been  declared  the  veteran  soldier  returned 
to  home  and  family  and  there  resumed  the  even 
tenor  of  his  ways. 

Among  the  children  of  this  brave  defender  of 
right  and  justice  was  the  father  of  our  subject, 
William  Hutchings,  who  grew  to  manhood  in  the 


southern  home  of  his  parents  and  married  Miss 
Jane  McCain,  afterward  emigrating  to  Indiana  and 
settled  in  Butler  County,  in  which  portion  of  the 
state  our  subject  was  born.  John  was  but  a  little 
lad  when  his  parents  removed  with  their  family  to 
Fayette  County,  where  he  grew  to  mature  years. 
In  1S42  he  was  joined  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony with  Martha  Lemon,  a  daughter  of  Elisha 
and  Ruth  (Allinger)  Lemon,  both  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lemon  were  married  in 
their  native  state,  but  almost  immediately  removed 
to  Indiana,  settling  in  Oxford,  Butler  County,  in 
the  early  days  of  pioneer  privations  and  experi- 
ence. 

In  1856  Mr.  Hutchings  came  with  his  wife  to 
Montgomery  County  and  located  on  the  homestead 
where  they  passed  so  many  pleasant  and  useful 
years,  and  where  he  died  surrounded  by  a  family 
of  devoted  children.  John  Hutchings  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  whose  work,  social,  religious  and  be- 
nevolent, they  ever  took  an  active  interest.  Their 
children  were  trained  in  the  habits  of  industry  and 
self  reliance,  and  all  lived  to  years  of  maturity, 
secure  in  the  respect  and  confidence  of  their 
friends  and  neighbors. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  this  family  circle  are 
nine  in  number.  Louisa  J.,  the  eldest  born,  was 
married  to  Henry  Hurd;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Sutton;  William  G.  now  manages  the  old 
home  farm;  Miranda  is  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Martin, 
of  Craig,  Neb. ;  Eugenia  is  the  widow  of  James 
Grimes;  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Lott,  of 
Hamilton  County;  John  is  a  resident  of  Rector, 
Ark.;  Eva  married  Crayton  Kimbler;  Allie  died 
and  left  no  family. 

William  G.  Hutchings,  the  third  child  and  eldest 
son,  was  born  in  the  year  1847.  His  birth-place 
was  in  Fayette  County,  where  all  but  two  of  the 
brothers  and  sisters  were  born.  William  Hutch- 
ings received  an  excellent  common -school  educa- 
tion in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  his  home, 
his  father  being  mainly  instrumental  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building  which  gathered  within  its 
walls  the  children  of  the  district.  In  1871  this 
son  of  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Armenia 
Craig,  daughter  of  Campbell  Craig.      The  husband 
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and  wife  have  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  four 
bright  and  interesting  children.  Mr.  Hutch ings 
is  an  ambitious  and  enterprising  citizen  and  an  ex- 
cellent business  man.  Having  been  thoroughly 
trained  in  agricultural  duties,  his  first  business 
venture  was  farming,  in  which  work  be  profitably 
continued  for  some  years.  After  a  time  he  engaged 
in  merchandising  in  Mace  and  there  remained 
three  years. 

An  excellent  business  opportunity  then  offering 
in  Arkansas  he  removed  to  that  state  and  there, 
in  1883,  successfully  carried  on  both  a  milling  and 
merchandising  enterprise.  In  1887  he  sold  out 
and  next  located  in  Cowley  County,  Kans.  Here 
Mr.  Hutchings  invested  in  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  excellent  land,  which  farming  property  he 
still  owns.  In  1889  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, and  bis  father  having  died,  took  charge  of 
the  farm,  which  he  manages  with  great  success. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchings  and  their  family  are  all 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
as  were  their  parents  before  them.  Mr.  Hutch- 
ings is  a  Republican  in  sentiment  and  casts  his 
vote  with  the  party.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  and  out  of  this 
order  he  has  a  host  of  friends. 
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IfSAAC  N.  LARRICK,  who  will  long  be  held 
in  remembrance  as  an  honest,  upright  man  and 
I  useful  citizen,  was  an  early  and  successful 
farmer  of  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and  was 
later  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  and  well  known 
residents  of  Darlington.  Mr.  Larrick  was  born  in 
Ross  County,  Ohio,  in  1819,  and  received  his 
youthful  education  and  home  training  in  the  state 
which  furnished  so  many  pioneer  settlers  for  the 
far  west.  Mr.  Larrick  was  named  in  honor  of  his 
father,  and  was  the  eldest  of  five  children. 

The  parents  were  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  extrac- 
tion and  were  prudent,  hard-working  people,  and 
early  trained  their  children  to  habits  of  useful 
industry.  The  four  sons  whoso  names  are  record 
ed  are:  Isaac  N. ,  deceased;  Robert,  deceased; 
James  and  Jacob.  Isaac  N.,  being  the  eldest,  it 
was  necessary  for  him   to  assist  his  parents  while 


the  other  children  were  growing  to  manhood. 
Mr.  Larrick,  therefore,  dutifully  remained  with 
the  father,  mother  and  brothers  until  he  had 
arrived  at  man's  estate,  when  he  journeyed  to 
Indiana,  hoping  there  to  become  prosperous  and 
make  a  home. 

Mr.  Larrick  came  to  Crawfordsville,  and  there 
found  employment  and  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Holmes,  a  most  excellent  lady  and  daughter  of 
John  and  Jane  Tillard.  Mr.  Larrick  and  his  wife 
began  their  housekeeping  upon  a  farm  in  Union 
Township.  They  remained  there  for  a  time, 
the  husband  industriously  sowing,  ploughing, 
reaping  and  being  engaged  in  the  miscellaneous 
duties  agricultural  life  entails  upon  the  "tiller 
of  the  soil."  Finally  they  removed  to  the 
town  of  Darlington,  the  birth-place  of  their  seven 
children.  Of  the  seven  little  ones  who  came  into 
their  home  and  were  its  joy  and  pride,  but  three 
survived  the  perils  and  dread  diseases  incidental  to 
early  youth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  N.  Larrick  enjoyed  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  were  uni- 
versally respected  by  all  the  residents  of  the  town 
where  they  spent  so  many  years.  Their  three  sons 
are  widely  known  as  citizens  of  worth  and  intelli- 
gence, progressive  in  their  ideas  and  deeply 
interested  in  all  affairs  of  public  moment  and  local 
improvement.  The  brothers  are:  John  A.,  now 
a  farmer  near  Crawfordsville;  Robert  H. ,  a  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  near  Darlington,  and  Isaac, 
who  bears  the  given  name  of  both  the  father  and 
grandfather,  and  is  a  merchant,  dealing  in  grocer- 
ies in  Darlington.  He  was  born  in  1851,  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county. 

In  1881  Mr.  Isaac  Larrick  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising on  a  small  scale.  Giving  his  close  atten- 
tion to  the  demands  of  his  new  business,  and 
extending  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  a 
ready  and  courteous  service,  being  always  fair  and 
honorable  in  his  dealings,  he  naturally  prospered 
and  won  a  permanent  success.  He  now  carries 
the  largest  and  most  complete  stock  of  goods,  in 
his  line  of  business,  in  the  town.  The  same 
courtesy,  energy  and  affability  which  characterize 
Mr.  Larrick  in  his  daily  business  life  also  distin- 
guish him  in  his  conduct  of  official  work.      Elected 
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to  fill  the  positioo  of  Trustee  of  Franklin  Town- 
ship, he  served  with  faithfulness  and  ability  dur- 
ing 1886  and  1887,  and  in  his  official  capacity 
gave  great  satisfaction  to  the  general  local  public. 
Mr.  Larrick  is  a  strong  Democrat  and  votes  with 
the  party  on  all  national  issues,  but  is  liberal  in 
sentiment,  and  in  local  affairs  would  vote  for  the 
best  man  for  the  place.  Socially  inclined,  and 
having  resided  all  his  life  in  Darlington,  he  can 
safely  call  the  greater  portion  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town  and  surrounding  country  his 
very  good  friends  and  well-wishers. 

^  ^  ^  ^  -^  ^  ^  ^  \  \.  \  \X  ^  xv  ^y  ^  v  xv  ^  <\v 

^ILLIAM  B.  LYNCH,  a  representative  citi- 
zen and  successful  lumber  merchaut  of 
Darlington,  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  is 
an  enterprising  and  energetic  man.  He 
has  only  been  a  resident  of  the  state  for  about 
twelve  years,  but  during  almost  the  entire  time 
since  he  came,  a  stranger  among  its  people,  he  has 
closely  identified  himself  with  all  the  growing  in- 
terests and  public  improvements  in  his  section  of 
the  country.  Mr.  Lynch  is  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
and  was  born  near  Cumberland  Gap,  January  7, 
1861,  and  is  therefore  in  the  very  early  prime  of 
maahood.  Progressive  in  his  ideas,  earnest  in 
purpose,  and  strong  in  character,  he  cannot  fail  to 
be  an  important  factor  in  the  up-building  and 
general  management  of  local  affairs. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Lynch  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  and  was  there  trained  in  habits  of 
self-reliance,  which  so  well  adapted  him  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  a  new  country.  Arriving  at  manhood, 
he  determined  to  leave  behind  him  friends  and 
relatives  and  make  himself  a  home  in  the  land 
across  the  sea.  The  voyage  from  Ireland  to 
America  was  not  then  what  it  is  to  day,  a  quick, 
easy  passage,  made  with  dispatch  and  little  dis 
comfort  to  a  good  traveler,  but  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  long,  wearisome  and  full  of  peril.  Tales  of 
almost  fabulous  prosperity  in  the  new  world  were 
wafted  across  the  ocean  to  old  Ireland,  but  it  was 
also  known  that  the  venturesome  emigrants  had  to 
face  the  terrors  of   both  sea  and  wilderness,    and 


thus  many  of  the  timid  and  improvident  feared  to 
make  the  journey. 

It  was  not  so  with  the  ancestor  of  William  B. 
Lynch.  Full  of  courage,  ardent  and  ambitious, 
he  came  to  America,  and  made  for  himself  and  his 
descendants  a  home  and  future  in  the  land  free 
from  religious  and  political  intolerance.  His  son, 
Alfred  Lynch,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  but  he  afterward  settled 
in  Tennessee,  and  there  raised  a  family,  among 
whom  was  his  son  Wesley  W.  This  son  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Peebley,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Tennessee.  The  husband  and  wife  became 
the  parents  of  a  large  family,  of  which  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  one. 

William  B.  Lynch  came  to  Hendricks  County, 
Ind.,  in  the  fall  of  1880,  and  engaged  in  farming. 
He  followed  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  about  two 
years,  and  then  decided  to  try  the  lumber  business, 
and  located  his  yard  in  North  Salem.  After  mature 
consideration  he  concluded  to  remove  his  home 
and  business  to  Darlington,  where  he  has  been 
most  successful.  In  January,  1892,  Mr.  Lynch 
extended  his  lumber  interests  and  received  into 
partnership  Mr.  Adney  and  Mr.  Shannon,  the  firm 
name  now  being  Adney,  Shannon  &  Lynch.  In 
connection  with  the  lumber  business,  in  which  they 
have  been  prospered  almost  beyond  expectation, 
the  firm  are  running  a  saw  and  planing-mill. 

William  B.  Lynch  was  married  in  North  Salem,  in 
1884,  to  Miss  Sallie  E.  Miller,  a  charming  lady, 
well  known  in  social  and  church  circles.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lynch  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
children,  one  of  whom,  little  Frank,  was  taken 
from  earth  in  early  infancy.  The  young  daughter, 
Mamie,  a  promising  child,  brightens  the  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynch  are  both  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  ever  ready  with 
their  time  and  money  to  assist  in  benevolent  work, 
or  aid  in  social  and  religious  enterprises.  Mr. 
Lynch  as  yet  has  developed  no  wish  to  become  a 
politician,  but  he  nevertheless  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  national  politics,  and  is  also  desirous 
of  seeing  local  offices  well  filled.  He  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  supports  his  party  by  word  and 
deed. 
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f[AMES  A.  McCUTCHAN  resides  on  Section 
l  I  23,  Green  Township,  Parke  County,  and  is  a 
%J)  son  of  William  McCutcban,  a  native  of 
Augusta  County,  Va. ,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  married.  He  was  the  son  of 
William  McCutehan,  who  served  in  one  of  the 
early  wars  of  this  country,  probably  the  Revolution. 
William,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  married  in 
Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Cooper,  a  native  of  Rockbridge  County.  After 
they  were  married  they  stayed  there  about  one 
year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1828  they  migrated  to  this 
state,  coming  by  wagon  and  an  ox  team,  and 
settled  where  William  McCutehan  now  lives,  in 
Washington  Township,  this  county.  The  last- 
named  gentleman's  father  had  previously  come 
and  entered  land  from  the  Government,  which 
was  in  a  perfectly  wild  and  unsettled  condition. 
There  he  lived  until  his  death. 

The  father  of  our  subject  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  all  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Six 
of  them  still  survive,  and  are:  Susan  Jane,  who 
was  born  in  Virginia  and  lives  on  the  old  home 
place  in  Washington  Township,  this  county; 
Mary  C,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  with  her 
sister  Susan;  James  A.;  Andrew  L.,  who  lives 
near  Bridgeton,  Parke  County;  Meredith  M.,  a 
resident  of  Labette  County,  Kans.,  where  he  is  a 
successful  farmer;  William  W.,  of  Washington 
Township.  The  father  of  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  both  active  members  of  the  Associate  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  he  was  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

James  A.  McCutehan  was  born  December  18, 
1831,  on  the  old  home  place  in  this  county,  where 
he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  resided  with  his 
father  fill  his  marriage.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  began  learning  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  about  twenty 
years.  After  his  marriage,  which  took  place 
February  28,  1868,  to  Miss  Minerva,  daughter  of 
John  Porter  of  this  county,  they  located  near 
Bloomingdale,  where  Mr.  McCutehan  worked  at 
his  trade.  Mrs.  McCutehan  was  born  in  Putnam 
County,  Ind.,  in  1837,  where  she  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  Her  father  had 
migrated    to     this    county    from    North    Carolina, 


where  he  lived  for  some  time,  and  then  moved  to 
Putnam  County,  where  he  still  lives  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

After  farming  for  a  time  near  Bloomingdale 
Mr.  McCutehan  moved  to  the  old  Porter  place, 
where  they  rented  land  and  farmed,  in  the  mean- 
time working  at  his  trade  until  1877.  Three  years 
prior  to  that  time  he  went  to  Kansas,  where  he 
worked  some  at  his  occupation,  but  on  account  or 
this  being  the  grasshopper  year  and  busiuess  con- 
sequently dull,  he  came  back  to  his  old  home.  Id 
1877  he  bought  the  place  where  he  now  resides, 
on  which  he  built  a  large  and  substantial  frame 
house  in  1890.  He  has  a  very  attractive  home, 
which  is  located  on  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Green 
Township,  and  is  being  beautifully  improved. 
Our  subject  is  the  father  of  seven  children:  Elmer 
M.,  who  is  attending  the  Commercial  College  at 
Terre  Haute,  and  has  since  been  teaching  in  the 
schools  of  the  county;  William  P.,  who  is  a 
farmer  in  this  township  and  is  married  to  Zell" 
Hazlette;  Margaret  A. ,  who  has  been  attending  the 
Academy  at  Bloomingdale;  John  Henry,  James 
Fulton,  Sara  Florence  and  Mary  Nellie.  All  of 
this  family  of  children  are  still  under  the  parental 
roof  with  the  exception  of  the  married  oue. 

Mr.  McCutehan  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  good  land,  all  of  which  is  well  improved, 
and  in  a  tine  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a  general 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  keeping  on  his  farm  some 
excellent  breeds  of  cattle  and  a  good  variety  of 
other  stock.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  serving 
as  Elder  for  a  number  of  years.  His  wife  is  also 
a  member  of  this  denomination,  in  which  she  is  an 
active  worker.  In  1862  our  subject  entered  Com- 
pany C,  Seventy-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  in 
which  he  was  a  Corporal.  He  was  captured  at 
Uniontown,  Ky.,  paroled,  and  later  returned 
home. 

ffT^ICHARD  C.  McWILLIAMS,  now  living  in 
IWT     retirement  in  one  of  the  attractive  homes 
J^   of  Rockville,  though  not  one  of  the  earliest 
■fj  settlers    of    Parke   County,    may    be   con- 

sidered   one   of    its    pioneers,    as    his    work    as    a 
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shrewd  practical  farmer  when  in  active  business 
was  a  help  in  developing  the  soil  and  making  this 
a  prosperous  agricultural  community. 

Mr.  McWilliams  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
Ky.,  June  11,  1821,  to  John  C.  and  Nancy  Mc- 
Williams. The  father  was  born  and  reared  in 
Madison  County,  and  his  father  was  of  Scotch 
descent  and  the  husband  of  a  Miss  Cleveland. 
Our  subject's  father  was  a  stock  dealer  and  farmer 
in  Madison  County,  Ky.,  having  in  his  possession 
a  number  of  slaves.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Nancy  Hockaday  of  the  same  county  as  himself. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Betsy  Hocka- 
day. Mr.  McWilliams,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  brave  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  serving 
two  terms,  during  which  time  he  was  made  Cap 
tain  of  his  company.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he 
moved  to  Missouri  and  located  in  Clinton  County, 
on  sixty  acres  of  land.  Here  were  born  to  him- 
self and  wife  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living.  He  was  considered  a  very  successful  farm- 
er  in  his  day  and  made  his  life  a  reputable  one. 

Richard  McWilliams  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  where  he  received  his  education  and  there 
commenced  for  himself  in  life.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1847  he  went  on  a  trading  expedition, 
in  which  he  was  very  prosperous,  and  in  1851  he 
moved  to  Washington  Township,  Parke  County, 
where  he  resided  but  a  short  time  and  then  mar- 
ried. He  chose  for  a  companion  on  life's  journey, 
Miss  Mary  McMurtry,  who  was  born  in  Garrett 
County,  Ky. ,  to  John  and  Margaret  McMurtry. 
Mrs.  McWilliams  was  quite  young  when  her  par- 
ents came  to  Indiana  and  located  in  Washington 
Township.  After  her  marriage  to  our  subject 
they  resided  on  the  farm  that  Mr.  McWilliams 
had  previously  purchased,  and  by  careful  manage- 
ment and  hard  work  in  thirty  one  years  they  had 
accumulated  land  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred 
acres,  besides  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  acres  in  Missouri. 

In  1881  Mr.  McWilliams  sold  all  his  land  in 
Washington  Township,  and  came  to  Rockville, 
where  he  purchased  a  fine  and  com nc odious  resi- 
dence, which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  While 
a  farmer  Mr.  McWilliams  was  very  successful, 
both  as  a  general  agriculturist  and  stock-dealer, 


but  since  he  moved  to  this  place  he  has  sold  his 
estate.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  company  that 
owns  the  Opera  House  block  in  the  town,  and  is 
also  interested  in  the  County  Fair,  having  used 
his  influence  to  further  the  interests  of  that  enter- 
prise for  thirty  years.  He  has  also  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Parke  County  Agricultural  Society, 
being  a  faithful  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture  for  two  years,  when  he  tendered  his 
resignation  to  that  association. 

Mr.  McWilliams  is  a  self  made  man,  and  his 
career  illustrates  what  may  be  accomplished  by 
determination,  perseverauce  and  a  capacity  for 
hard  work,  seconded  by  native  shrewdness  and  a 
good  insight  into  business  matters.  He  has  not 
only  proved  himself  a  man  of  thorough  honesty, 
but  also  an  obliging  neighbor  and  helpful  citizen. 
He  takes  an  active  part  in  everything  pertaining 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  county  fairs  held  at  Russell- 
ville,  Bridgeton  and  Bloomingdale.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat,  which  ticket  he  has  voted 
since  1850,  having  cast  his  vote  for  the  candidates 
of  the  Whig  party  previous  to  that  time.  He  and 
his  amiable  wife  are  progressive  people  and  oc- 
cupy high  places  in  the  community,  where  they 
are  well  known,  and  where  their  cordial,  unaf- 
fected and  hospitable  manners  have  won  them  the 
warm  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  associate. 

********|||J§|*'  ******* 

^ARREN  DAVIS,  JR.,  who  is  profitably 
managing  a  good-sized  farm  on  Section 
19,  Union  Township,  is  a  native  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  and  was  born  in  1831  in 
one  of  the  earliest  established  pioneer  homes  of 
Brown  Township.  His  father,  Thomas  Davis, 
came  here  in  1830  from  Shelby  County,  Ky. ,  of 
which  his  parents,  who  were  Virginians,  were  pio- 
neers. 

Warren  Davis  was  taken  to  Ray  when  he  was 
eight  months  old  and  there  the  family  lived  until 
he  was  six  years  old,  when  they  returned  to  Brown 
Township.  His  home  was  there  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  boyhood  and  he  was  educated  in  its 
public  schools.      June    24,    1855,    Miss  Margaret 
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Smith  became  his  wife  and  in  her  he  has  a  true 
helpmate.  Her  father,  Robert  Smith,  was  born  in 
Virginia  and  went  from  there  to  Ohio,  whence  he 
came  to  Indiana  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  this  county.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  seven  grew  to  maturity  and  three  are  still 
living:  John,  a  resident  of  Ripley;  Ellen,  wife  of 
Levi  Wilcox,  who  resides  near  Crawfordsville; 
and  Mrs.  Davis,  who  was  born  December  8,  1837, 
and  was  ten  years  old  when  her  father  came  to  this 
county  from  her  native  Ohio. 

The  marriage  of  Mrs.  Davis  with  our  subject  has 
brought  them  ten  children,  of  whom  two  died  in 
infancy:  Nancy  Elizabeth  and  Martha  Ellen. 
Those  that  are  living  are:  Sarah  T.  and  her  twin 
sister,  Hannah  R.,  who  were  born  December  28, 
1858,  the  former  now  the  wife  of  Telman  Switzer, 
of  Crawfordsville,  and  the  latter  the  wife  of  Taylor 
Austin,  of  this  county;  Mary  J.,  who  was  born 
September  12,  1861,  and  is  the  wife  of  E.  W. 
Christ,  who  lives  near  Crawfordsville  on  the  Green 
castle  road;  Betty  F.,  who  was  born  October  25, 
1863,  and  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Rogers,  of  Brown 
Township;  Laura,  who  was  born  February  12, 
1865,  and  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Demeret,  of 
this  county;  William  A.,  who  was  born  November 
12,  1867,  and  is  a  resident  of  this  county;  Alice 
E.,  who  was  born  September  24,  1872,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Edward  Grimes,  a  farmer  of  this  township, 
and  Charles  E.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  who 
was  born  March  21,  1875,  is  a  student  at  school 
and  still  makes  his  home  with  his  parents. 

After  his  marriage  Warren  Davis  first  located  in 
Brown  Township  on  a  farm  of  his  father's  and 
lived  upon  from  1855  to  1868,  when  he  came  with 
his  family  to  the  farm  that  he  now  occupies  in 
Union  Township.  It  comprises  two  hundred  and 
ninety  acres  of  good  land,  all  well  improved  and 
provided  with  neat  and  substantial  buildings  and 
every  convenience  for  farming.  He  derives  a  de- 
sirable income  from  its  fertile  and  well  tilled  acres. 

Mr.  Davis  stands  well  in  his  community  and  his 
name  is  closely  associated  with  its  social  and  relig- 
ious interests  as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife  also 
belongs  to  the  latter.  Politically  Mr.  Davis  affili- 
ates with  the  Democrats. 


QEORGE  S.  NOEL  is  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
,  tiers  now  living  in  Adams  Township,  Parke 
County.  When  he  first  came  here  Indians 
,<  were  numerous  and  game  of  all  kinds  was 
abundant,  and  he  was  a  hunter  of  no  mean  repute, 
delighting  in  the  sport.  He  owns  a  fertile  farm 
of  eighty  acres  on  Section  20,  Adams  Township, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Noel  occurred  in  Monroe 
County,  on  January  31,  1821.  His  father,  Lewis 
Noel,  was  born  in  Essex  County,  Va.  He  was  in 
turn  the  son  of  Bernard,  who  was  an  early  settler 
of  Kentucky  and  a  preacher  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
Lewis  Noel  grew  to  manhood  in  Kentucky,  and 
there  married  Sally  McCannou,  soon  after  which 
event  he  located  in  Franklin  County,  Ky.  He  was 
a  boat-builder  by  trade  and  for  some  years  con- 
tinued at  that  occupation.  In  the  year  1S16  he 
removed  to  Indiana,  first  settling  in  Sullivan 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  fanning  for  about 
one  year,  and  then  resided  in  Monroe  County  for 
about  seven  years.  In  December,  1824,  he  landed 
in  Parke  County,  purchasing  land  of  the  Govern- 
ment, on  which  he  settled.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  pioneers  of  this  region  and  was  devoted  to 
clearing  his  land  until  1828,  when  he  became  a 
resident  of  Rockville  for  two  years  and  then  re- 
turned to  his  agricultural  pursuits.  Again,  in 
1836,  he  went  to  Rockville  and  built  a  house, 
where  he  lived  for  one  year.  In  1837  he  moved 
upon  a  farm  a  mile  south  of  the  village,  where  he 
lived  several  years.  Then  retiring  from  his  active 
work  and  once  more  going  back  to  Rockville,  lie 
spent  his  remaining  days,  dying  in  1851. 

George  S.  Noel  is  one  of  eleven  children,  all  but  two 
of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  and  the  following  are 
still  living:  Samuel,  who  lives  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War;  Coleman, 
who  lives  in  Odell  and  is  clerk  of  the  court,  having 
held  an  office  under  President  Garfield;  Patsy, 
wife  of  Johnson  Puett,  and  Nallie,  wife  of  James 
Burford,  deceased.  Scott  died  about  two  years 
ago.  The  father  of  these  children  went  by  the 
name  of  Judge  Noel  and  was  a  popular  man  in 
political  circles.  He  was  one  of  the  deacons  of 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Rockville,  of  which   he  was 
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one  of  the  founders.      The  building  he    erected, 
raising  the  timbers  himself. 

George  S.  Noel  grew  to  manhood  in  Parke 
County  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  in  1840,  with  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Morris. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  John  Morris,  who  emigrated 
from  Augusta  County,  Va.,  in  1837,  and  was  a 
carpenter  in  Rockville.  Mrs.  Noel  was  also  a 
native  of  Augusta  County,  Va.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  our  subject  located  on  a  farm  south  of 
Rockville,  which  his  father  had  given  to  him. 
They  settled  in  the  midst  of  the  woods,  where  they 
commenced  housekeeping.  About  the  year  1850 
Mr.  Noel  became  the  owner  of  his  father's  farm, 
upon  which  he  moved  and  there  resided  for  four 
years,  selling  the  place  in  1800  and  buying  the 
one  which  has  been  his  home  for  over  thirty  years. 
Mrs.  Noel  died  in  1851,  leaving  four  children,  of 
whom  two  yet  survive:  John  L. ,  who  lives  in 
Rockville,  and  Charles  R. ,  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines.  Amanda  Jane  died  in  the  prime  of  life. 
She  was  the  wife  of  Andrew  J.  McAllerten  and 
left  four  children  to  mourn  her  loss.  George,  a 
grandchild,  died  in  the  summer  of  1892  at  the 
home  of  his  grandfather. 

Mr.  Noel's  present  wife,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1851,  was  formerly  Mary  Manken,  who  was 
born  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  August  7,  1829, 
and  came  to  Indiana  in  1850,  settling  in  Parke 
County.  Their  daughter,  Sarah,  married  Alexan- 
der Strain  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  father, 
leaving  one  child,  Elizabeth,  who  lives  with  our 
subject's  son  John  at  Rockville.  Politically,  Mr- 
Noel  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  has  be 
longed  for  many  years  past.  For  two  years  he 
acted  as  Deputy  Assessor  of  this  township,  keeping 
all  the  books  and  records  himself. 


^>^v^^ 
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If    If  ON.    DAVID    D.    NICHOLSON.     It  gives 
frM      as  pleasure  to  represent  on  these  pages  the 
li    life  of  this  venerable  gentleman,  one  of  the 
V  early  settlers  of  Ladoga,  where  he  is    now 

living  in  retirement  from  active  business.     He  was 
for  many  years  identified  with  the  industrial  inter- 


ests of  Montgomery  County  as  a  skillful  mechanic 
and  as  a  practical  farmer,  and  he  has  been  promi- 
nent in  the  management  of  its  public  affairs  as  an 
incumbent  of  some  of  its  most  important  offices. 

Mr.  Nicholson  was  born  December  1,  1811,  in 
Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  but  his  life  has  been  passed 
in  this  state  since  he  was  four  months  old,  his  age 
when  his  parents  came  hither  to  found  a  pioneer 
home  in  the  wilderness.  His  father  was  Benja- 
min Nicholson,  a  Virginian  by  birth  and  a  Ken- 
tuckian  by  breeding,  as  he  was  but  a  small  boy 
when  his  parents  settled  in  Woodford  County,  Ky., 
of  which  they  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers. 
When  Benjamin  was  a  young  man  his  father 
removed  with  his  family  to  Jessamine  County,  in 
the  same  state,  and  there  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Jemima  Starr,  who  was  the  daughter  of  a  German 
who  died  in  coming  across  the  ocean  to  this  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Nicholson  continued  to  live  in  Jessamine 
County  some  two  or  three  years  after  marriage, 
and  then  migrated  to  this  state  in  the  spring  of 
1812.  He  became  one  of  the  first  pioneers  of 
Washington  County,  and  during  the  exciting  times 
of  the  War  of  1812  he  and  his  family  lived  in  a 
fort  for  two  years.  He  bought  land  that  was  in  a 
perfectly  wild  condition,  and  in  the  busy  years  that 
followed  was  actively  employed  in  clearing  and 
improving  it,  and  was  one  of  the  successful  farmers 
of  the  county.  He  died  in  1848,  leaving  behind 
him  a  sound  record  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  His 
wife  departed  this  life  in  1830.  They  had  eight 
children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living:  David  D. , 
Martha  Catherine,  widow  of  Noble  Calloway,  and 
William  M.,  who  lives  in  Washington  County. 

Hon.  David  D.  Nicholson  grew  to  manhood  in 
Washington  County,  and  managed  to  secure  a  very 
good  education,  although  the  schools  of  the  day 
were  poor.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  he 
was  nineteen  years  old,  and  then  left  home  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  gunsmith,  at  which  he  worked 
several  years.  From  Washington  County  he  went 
to  Putnam  County,  where  he  engaged  at  his  trade 
and  opened  up  some  land  that  his  father  had 
bought.  Two  years  later  he  left  there,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1837  he  came  to  Ladoga,  and  this  has 
been  his  home  for  the  past  fifty  five  years.     He 
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opened  a  gun  shop  and  a  smithy,  and  until  within 
ten  or  fifteen  years  has  devoted  himself  to  mechan- 
ical pursuits.  He  then  bought  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  near  town,  and  engaged  in 
its  improvement.  At  the  age  of  seventy -five  he 
retired  from  business  altogether,  and  is  spending 
the  declining  years  of  a  long  and  honorable  life  in 
cheerful  contentment,  at  his  ease,  in  the  enjoyment 
of  an  ample  income,  which  is  the  fruit  of  his  diligent 
and  well-directed  labors  in  years  gone  by. 

Mr.  Nicholson  was  married  in  1832  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Fleener,  a  daughter  of  John  Fleeuer, 
who  was  a  prominent  pioneer  of  Washington  Coun- 
ty. He  was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  within  its 
borders,  and  on  his  land  was  a  fort  during  the  War 
of  1812.  Mrs.  Nicholson  died  in  1875  after  a 
wedded  life  that  extended  ever  a  period  of  forty- 
three  years,  in  which  she  had  been  all  that  a  true 
wife  could  be  to  her  husband,  and  a  faithful  mother 
to  her  children.  They  all  hold  her  in  grateful 
remembrance.  She  was  a  sincere  Christian,  as 
was  shown  in  her  every-day  life,  and  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  to  her  and  our  subject  all  grew 
to  maturity,  and  these  six  are  living:  Benjamin,  a 
blacksmith  in  Ladoga;  John,  an  engineer,  also 
residing  at  Ladoga;  William,  a  general  mechanic 
at  Ladoga;  Oliver,  who  works  at  heading  barrels 
at  Ladoga;  Reece,  a  farmer,  who  is  living  with  his 
father,  and  Amanda,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
and  was  the  wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Williams. 

Mr.  Nicholson  is  a  true  Democrat  of  the  old 
Jackson  school,  and  he  has  voted  at  every  presi- 
dential election  from  the  days  of  the  old  General 
to  the  present  time.  He  has  always  been  a  strong 
advocate  of  education,  and  lias  been  School  Trustee 
for  ten  years.  His  fellow  citizens,  knowing  him 
to  be  a  man  of  keen  intelligence,  perfectly  trust- 
worthy, and  well  fitted  for  responsible  public 
positions,  have  elected  him  to  other  responsible 
offices.  He  was  Township  Trustee  for  twenty 
years,  in  1839  was  made  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
for  five  years  he  administered  the  law  in  the  loca] 
court  wisely  and  well.  In  the  season  of  1848-49 
he  served  a  term  in  the  State  Legislature  with 
credit  to  himself  and  his  constituents. 


QEORGE  W.  OTTERMAN,  a  native  born 
,  son  of  Montgomery  County,  is  classed 
among  the  young  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
,  >  who  are  such  important  factors  in1  her  pros- 
perity. His  farm  is  pleasantly  situated  on  Sec- 
tion 23,  Clark  Township.  Mr.  Otterman  was  born 
August  16,  1856,  in  this  township  on  the  old 
family  homestead.  He  is  a  son  of  Lewis  Otter- 
man,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  section,  of 
whom  a  sketch  is  given  on  another  page. 

George  W.  Otterman  was  educated  at  the 
Fountain  School  and  at  No.  9  in  this  township. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty- 
three,  and  early  became  a  competent  farmer.  He 
lived  on  his  father's  place  for  nearly  a  year  after 
his  marriage,  in  the  spring  of  1879,  and  then  re- 
moved to  the  farm  given  him  by  his  father,  which 
he  still  occupies,  having  had  a  dwelling  erected 
before  taking  possession.  Mr.  Otterman  has  two 
hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  excellent  land,  all 
well  improved  and  under  excellent  cultivation  but 
fifty-two  acres.  He  is  a  general  farmer,  and  keeps 
a  good  class  of  stock,  although  he  has  none  regis- 
tered. 

March  19,  1879,  Mr.  Otterman  and  Miss  Louisa 
A.  James  were  united  in  marriage.  Their  wedded 
life  has  been  hallowed  to  them  by  the  birth  of 
three  children,  two  of  whom  death  has  claimed  — 
one  that  died  in  infancy,  and  Letha  May,  who  was 
born  April  9,  1882,  and  died  in  January,  1887. 
Their  little  son,  William  Guy,  who  was  born  May 
6,  1886,  is  spared  to  them.  Mrs.  Otterman  was 
born  September  27,  1861,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
George  W.  James,  who  was  a  merchant,  at  Par- 
kersburg.  Both  her  father  and  mother  died  when 
she  was  a  small  child,  and  she  was  reared  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Herod,  of  Crawfordsville,  with  whom 
she  remained  until  her  marriage.  She  was  edu- 
cated principally  in  the  seminary  at  Ladoga. 

Mr.  Otterman  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Horse  Thief  Detective  Association,  and  is  one  of 
the  Captains  of  the  Montgomery  County  Associa- 
tion, which  was  organized  for  the  same  purpose. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  high  principles,  and  the 
Christian  Church,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  Dea- 
cons, has  in   him  one  of  its  most  consistent  mem- 
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bers,  who  works  with  zeal  and  fidelity  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  both  church  and  Sunday-school. 
His  wife  also  belongs  to  that  church. 

If  I/ENRY  C.  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  is  well  known 
r^J  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  sur- 
1  geons  in  the  city  of  Rockville,  He  was 
//  born    in    Brown    Township,    Montgomery 

County,  lad.,  August  16,  1844.  His  father,  Dr. 
Henry  Rogers,  was  of  English  descent  and  was 
reared  in  Culpeper  County,  Va.  He  studied  med- 
icine with  a  Dr.  Karter,  of  Kentucky,  and  practiced 
in  that  state  until  he  came  to  Franklin  Township, 
two  miles  west  of  Parksburg.  in  Putnam  County, 
lad.,  when  he  removed  to  Clinton  County,  Mo., 
and  practiced  several  years.  Here  he  was  mar- 
ried, but  his  wife  lived  only  a  short  time  and  he 
married  again,  Miss  Jane  Kirkpatrick  becoming 
his  wife.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rogers  settled 
on  a  farm  midway  between  the  towns  of  Parkers- 
burg  and  Russellville,  where  he  lived  until  1843, 
when  he  entered  more  land,  on  which  he  lived 
about  twenty-four  years.  In  1867  he  sold  out  and 
bought  in  Clark  Township,  Montgomery  County, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  the  fall  of  1874. 

Mrs.  Jane  Rogers,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Kentucky  and  was  supposed  to  be  of  Irish 
ancestry.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Henry  C.  and  James.  She  passed 
away  about  the  year  1878.  Mr.  Rogers  was  in 
Dudley's  defeat,  on  the  River  Thames,  in  the  war 
of  1812.  fighting  with  the  Kentucky  troops.  He 
practiced  medicine  all  his  life  and  was  considered 
one  of  the  best  physicians  of  his  day.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
his  wife  belonging  to  the  order  of  Rebeccas.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Republican,  having  been  a  Whig 
in  the  early  days  of  independence.  He  was  a  noble 
Christian  man  and  served  the  Christian  Church  of 
his  township,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  Elder,  which 
office  he  tilled  until  his  death.  His  companion 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  dis- 
charged her  duties  faithfully. 

Dr.  Henry  C.  Rogers  was  reared  on  the  old  heme 


place,  where  he  lived  until  coming  to  Clark  Town- 
ship with  his  parents.  On  the  20th  of  March,  1866, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  the  lady  of  his 
choice,  Mrs.  Cintilda  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  James 
B.  and  Susannah  Wilson,  of  Putnam  County,  Ind. 
James  Wilson  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  that  county,  and  very  creditably  filled  his 
position  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  that  place  for 
many  years.  His  wife  was  born  and  reared  in 
Putnam  County,  receiving  a  common-school  educa- 
tion. Mr.  Wilson  was  born  the  25th  of  December, 
1847,  and  died  September  30,  1884. 

After  his  marriage  Dr.  Rogers  followed  farming 
for  several  years,  but  his  mind  naturally  tended 
toward  his  father's  profession,  and  as  he  had  early 
begun  reading  his  father's  medical  books  and  had 
studied  under  him,  he  decided  to  follow  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  By  identifying  himself  with  vari- 
ous medical  societies  and  by  careful  reading  he 
keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times.  He  is  devoted  to 
his  profession  and  his  patients  feel  that  safety  and 
confidence  under  his  care  that  a  true  physician 
ever  inspires.  He  attended  the  Russellville  (Ind.) 
College,  and  after  completing  his  literary  studies 
he  entered  the  Indiana  Medical  College  at  Indian- 
apolis,  where  he  moved  with  his  family.  He  grad- 
uated there  February  25,  1876,  after  which  he 
practiced  at  Barnard,  in  Jackson  Township,  Put- 
nam County,  in  close  proximity  to  his  old  home. 
While  here  he  practiced  in  the  counties  of  Putnam 
and  Montgomery  until  the  fall  of  1880,  when  he 
was  induced  to  move  to  Rockville. 

Since  coming  here  Dr.  Rogers  has  built  up  a 
lucrative  practice,  owns  a  piece  of  good  town  prop- 
erty, and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  farm- 
ing land  in  Adams  Township,  within  two  miles  of 
the  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  have  four  children. 
They  are  James  H,  who  is  intending  to  be  a  jew- 
eler; Annie,  who  is  at  home  and  a  milliner;  Eddie 
W.,  who  is  looking  after  the  farm  interests,  and 
Frank  E.,  who  is  now  al tending  school  in  Rock- 
ville. Politically  our  subject  casts  his  ballot  for 
the  Republican  candidates.  He  was  Postmaster 
at  Barnard,  Ind.,  for  several  years. 

During  the  struggle  between  the  North  and  the 
South  Dr.  Rogers  offered  his  sei  vices  to  his  coun- 
try, and  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
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fifth  Regiment,  Company  D,  Division  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  W.  C. 
Wilson.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Medical 
Society.  While  in  college  he  made  the  diseases 
of  womeu  and  children  and  obstetrics  a  specialty, 
and  in  his  entire  twenty  years'  practice  he  has  been 
very  successful  and  proficient. 

Dr.  Rogers'  office  is  situated  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  square;  his  residence  is  on  North 
Jefferson  street.  After  he  graduated  at  the  Indi- 
ana Medical  College  he  united  with  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  founded  the  Medi- 
cal College  of  Indiana,  at  which  he  was  in  attend- 
ance, taking  the  Eundum  Degree  and  thereafter 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Rogers  is 
a  busy  man,  efficieut  in  his  calling,  a  good  mana- 
ger, and  bears  a  good  reputation. 


^^NSfc^ 


/^-EORGE  SEYBOLD.  Indiana  has  con- 
I  -  tributed  to  the  glory  of  this  country  by  giv 
\*A\  ing  to  its  service  more  than  one  of  her 
•^  illustrious  sons  to  fill  high  places  in  politi- 
cal life  and  it  is  an  authentic  fact  that  the  busi- 
ness man  of  the  Hoosier  State  is  a  most  excellent 
example  of  the  enterprising  American  citizen  who 
pushes  to  the  front  in  any  enterprise  he  may 
choose  to  adopt. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  article 
was  born  in  Parke  County,  four  miles  from  Wave- 
land,  Ind. ,  and  bears  the  name  of  an  old  Ken- 
tucky family,  who  for  years  have  identified  them- 
selves with  the  best  element  their  surroundings 
could  boast.  James  and  Annie  (Harlan)  Seybold 
settled  in  Parke  County  early  in  the  present  cen- 
tury. They  were  married  in  the  year  1833  and 
the  result  of  their  union  was  nine  children:  Mary, 
wife  of  Francis  Shockey;  Aaron,  who  died  in 
childhood;  John,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Shaw- 
nee County,  Kans. ;  Lawson,  a  residentof  Illinois; 
Jackson,  who  lives  in  Parke  County,  this  state; 
James,  of  Parke  County,  Ind. ;  Julia,  wife  of  Jo- 
siah  Williams  of  Browu's  Valley;  our  subject,  and 
Jasper,  who  resides  in  Adams  County,  Iowa. 

The  father  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in 
the   year    1880    after   completing   his   sixty  ninth 


year.  His  wife  only  survived  him  four  months, 
she  being  in  her  sixty  seventh  year.  They  were 
known  as  people  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence and  discrimination,  and  the  fact  that  they 
have  left  a  large  family  of  men  and  women  who 
are  classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  various 
communities  in  which  they  reside  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  that  their  home  training  and  par- 
ents were  beyond  the  average.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  John  Seybold,  a  typical  southern 
gentleman  in  all  that  pertained  to  courtesy  and 
chivalry.  He  settled  in  Parke  County,  Ind.,  in  the 
year  1822  and  his  family  consisted  of  four  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Aaron  and  Julia  (Jackson) 
Harlan  were  the  parents  of  our  subject's  mother, 
both  of  whom  represented  old  southern  families  of 
note. 

The  Harlau  family  trace  their  ancestry  back  to 
the  year  1687,  at  which  time  two  brothers,  George 
and  Michael  Harlan,  came  from  England  and  set- 
tled in  what  is  now  known  as  Chester  County,  Pa. 
Here  fortune  smiled  on  them  and  they  became 
known,  not  only  as  pioneers  of  that  portion  of  the 
country,  which  was  at  that  early  date  a  wilderness, 
but  were  regarded  as  the  monied  men  of  that  sec- 
tion. From  the  younger  of  these  brothers  our 
subject's  mother  is  descended. 

George  Seybold  made  his  advent  on  this  mun- 
dane sphere  in  the  year  1851,  his  birth  occurring 
on  his  father's  farm,  four  miles  from  his  present 
residence.  He  received  his  education  at  the  schools 
of  his  native  place  and  when  twenty  three  years 
old  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  the  room 
where  he  now  is  and  in  which  he  has  since  built  up 
his  trade.  In  1878  Mr.  Seybold  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Wilmenia  Peterson,  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Silas  Peterson  of  Sugar  Creek  Township. 
Mrs.  Seybold  is  a  lady  of  most  estimable  traits  of 
character  and  acknowledged  by  all  who  know  her 
to  be  possessed  of  many  womanly  traits  which  en- 
dear her  to  her  friends. 

Mr.  Seybold,  being  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
energy  and  executive  ability,  fouud  time  for  other 
enterprises  beside  the  hardware  business  and  soon 
after  his  marriage  became  concerned  in  the  Gar- 
land Dell  Mineral  Springs  Company,  of  which  cor- 
poration he  is  Treasurer  and  Director.      He  is  also 
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identified  with  the  Waveland  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  which  company  he  helped  to  organ- 
ize in  1884  and  which  he  spared  neither  time  nor 
pains  to  develop.  He  is  a  man  of  keen  insight, 
courteous  manners  and  unusual  business  ability. 
Firm,  conscientious  and  scrupulous  in  his  business 
dealings,  he  has  the  confidence  of  the  community 
and  the  endorsement  of  all  who  transact  business 
with  him. 

Mr.  Seybold  and  wife  are  active  and  earnest 
workers  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, by  which  body 
they  are  not  only  looked  on  as  helpers  in  time  of 
need,  but  as  supporters  and  true  Christian  believ- 
ers in  the  cause  they  espouse. 


*&*;&****; 
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SAMUEL  D.  STONER  is  one  of  the  lights  of 
the  pulpit  of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren 
Church  in  Montgomery  County  and  he  is 
also  one  of  its  prosperous  farmers,  his  farm 
and  residence  being  situated  on  Section  21,  Clark 
Township.  He  was  born  at  the  place  where  he 
now  lives  July  24,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  the  well- 
known  David  Stoner,  who  settled  here  in  pioneer 
times  and  became  one  of  the  wealthiest  farmers  in 
this  vicinity. 

David  Stoner  was  born  May  25,  1806,  in  Mary- 
land, and  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Stoner,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  that  state,  and  he  in  turn  was  a  son  of 
David  Stoner,  who  went  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Maryland.  The  Stoners  were  of  German  origin. 
Jacob  Stoner  was  reared  in  the  state  of  his  nativity, 
and  there  married  Catherine  Albaugh,  who  was 
likewise  born  in  Maryland.  Jacob  Stoner  settled 
in  Botetourt  County,  Va.,  and  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  there,  dying  in  February,  1834. 
His  first  wife  died  and  he  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried November  2,  1820,  Barbara  Garst  becoming 
his  wife.  Mr.  Stoner  was  the  father  of  seventeen 
children  (eight  by  his  first  marriage),  namely:  Da- 
vid; Susanna,  born  March  21,  1808;  Abraham, 
December  31,  1810;  Jacob,  October  23.  1812; 
William,  September  28,  1814;  John,  October  29, 
1816;  Catherine,  December  13, 1818;  Daniel,  Octo 
ber  18,  1820;  Elizabeth,  who  was  bora  December 
19,  1821,  and  died  October  9,  1843;  Joel,  born 
May  26,  1823;  Barbara,  October  7,  1824;  Magda 


line,  February  26,  1826;  Sarah,  December  18, 
1827;  Hannah,  December  3,  1829;  Rebecca,  Octo- 
ber 28,  1831 ;  Lydia,  born  December  26, 1833,  and 
Samuel,  September  1,  1834. 

David  Stoner' s  boyhood  was  passed  in  Botetourt 
County,  Va.,  where  he  had  the  educational  advan- 
tages afforded  by  an  English  school.  In  1831  he 
came  to  this  county  and  entered  land  on  Sections 
12  and  13,  eighty  acres  on  each  section,  and  in 
1837  he  settled  here  permanently,  locating  on  the 
Ruth  place  south  of  Ladoga,  where  he  superin- 
tended the  farm  for  his  stepmother,  living  there 
until  his  marriage  in  1841  to  Ann,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Deardorff.  He  then  removed  to  his  present 
place  of  residence,  which  he  bought  of  Jesse  Ruth. 
The  land  had  already  been  cleared,  and  by  years  of 
unremitting  industry  he  has  brought  it  into  a  fine 
condition  and  has  it  amply  provided  with  build- 
ings, including  a  large  brick  house  in  which  he 
has  a  home  replete  with  comfort.  At  one  time  he 
owned  eleven  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  but 
he  has  divided  the  greater  part  of  it  among  his 
children. 

Mrs.  Stoner,  who  so  faithfully  shared  with  him 
the  toils  incidental  to  pioneer  life  and  was  of  so 
much  help  to  him  in  the  upbuilding  of  their  home, 
died  October  14,  1878,  and  her  mortal  remains 
were  placed  in  the  Stoner  Cemetery.  They  had 
six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Catherine, 
who  was  born  February  23,  1852,  and  married  W. 
H.  Higgins;  Caroline  and  Benjamin,  who  were 
born  April  22,  1854,  the  former  marrying  R.  B. 
Zimmerman  and  dying  July  8,  1890,  and  the  lat- 
ter a  resident  of  Boone;  Christiana,  who  was  born 
February  2,  1859,  and  married  William  Hicks,  of 
Boone  County;  Solome  who  was  born  November 
8,  1863,  and  is  now  a  student  at  Mt.  Morris  Col- 
lege; and  our  subject. 

Samuel  D.  Stoner  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  still  lives,  and  was  given  excel- 
lent advantages,  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in  the 
Normal  at  Ladoga,  and  afterward  attending  Ash- 
land College  in  Ohio.  After  leaving  college  he 
was  married  September  30,  1884.  to  Miss  Lina 
Norris,  a  daughter  of  Edward  O.  Norn's.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Harford  County,  Md.,  in  1813, 
and  died  in  his  native  state  in  1872.     Mrs.  Stoner 
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was  born  iu  that  state  December  15,  1860,  and  her 
marriage  was  celebrated  there.  After  the  wedding 
Mr.  Stoner  brought  his  bride  to  the  old  home- 
stead, where  they  have  ever  since  lived.  They  are 
blessed  with  four  children,  namely:  Mary  Chris- 
tina, who  was  born  August  11,  1885;  David  L., 
November  30,  1886;  Emma  Rowena,  June  27, 
1889,  and  Edward  Norris,  December  1,  1891. 

Mr.  Stoner  has  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-seven acres  of  finely  improved  land,  with  a  neat 
set  of  buildings  and  everything  necessary  to  carry 
on  agriculture.  He  is  a  stock  farmer,  and  raises 
a  good  many  sheep  of  the  famous  Southdown  and 
Shropshire  breeds. 

Mr.  Stoner  is  one  of  the  foremost  members  of 
the  German  Baptist  Church,  belonging  to  the 
Raccoon  Creek  Congregation,  of  which  he  was 
elected  minister  October  2,  1890.  He  is  gifted  as 
a  preacher  and  devotes  himself  heart  and  soul  to 
the  work,  for  which  he  seems  so  well  fitted,  of 
promulgating  the  doctrines  of  his  beloved  church. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  Sunday-school  and 
is  Superintendent  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Sunday- 
school.  His  wife  also  belongs  to  the  same  church 
and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  most 
zealous  Christians  within  the  fold.  Politically, 
Mr.  Stoner  is  a  Prohibitionist  and  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  temperance. 
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\ILLIAM  P.  STRAIN  resides  on  Section 
20,  Adams  Township,  Parke  County.  He 
owns  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres. of  which  is  rich 
bottom  laud  under  good  cultivation.  Mr.  Strain 
was  born  at  Mansfield,  in  1839,  the  event  occurring 
on  February  5.  His  father  was  Joseph  Strain,  a 
native  of  Bedford  County,  Pa.  The  latter  was 
reared  in  his  native  county,  where  he  resided  until 
the  year  1818,  when  he  settled  in  Orange  County, 
Ind.  He  returned  home,  was  married,  and  then 
located  permanently  in  this  state  in  1821,  entering 
laud  iu  Adams  Township,  Parke  County.  With 
his  brother  James  he  was  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Soma  time  prior  to  1828  Mr.  Strain  removed  to 
Rockville,  where  he  pursued    his  trade  of  a  car- 


penter and  in  the  last  mentioned  year  went  to 
Mansfield,  where  he  engaged  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness, at  which  pursuit  he  continued  for  twelve 
years.  Returning,  he  again  took  up  agricultural 
pursuits  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  lives, 
which  laud  was  the  tract  entered  by  himself  and 
brother.  For  thirty-eight  years  he  lived  on  this 
homestead,  being  called  from  the  scene  of  his 
earthly  labors  in  1877. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Potts,  and  by  her  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  children,  our  subject  being  the  only 
survivor.  His  sister  Rebecca  married  Dr.  Daley 
and  died  in  1883.  Joseph  Strain  was  an  ally 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

In  this  county  William  P.  Strain  was  reared  to 
manhood,  being  educated  in  the  schools  of  Rock- 
ville. He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  married, 
in  the  year  1863,  to  Miss  Sarah  Lollis.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Strain,  George  W.  Lollis,  was  an 
early  settler  of  this  region,  to  which  he  came  in 
1S30  from  the  Old  Dominion.  Two  children 
blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  Strain  and  his  estimable 
wife,  Bertha,  who  is  the  wife  of  Emmett  Batman, 
and  Fred,  who  yet  resides  with  his  father.  The 
wife  and  mother  was  cut  down  by  the  hand  of 
death  in  1872.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Strain 
lived  on  the  place,  which  is  and  has  been  his  home 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  four  years  when 
he  resided  in  Rockville. 

In  the  year  1877  Mr.  Strain  wedded  Miss  Susan 
Lollis,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  aud  to  them  have 
beeu  born  three  children:  Frank,  Eda  aud  Mabel. 
With  regard  to  politics,  Mr.  Strain  is  a  sturdy  Re- 
publican. Both  he  and  his  amiable  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  fraternally 
the  former  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  has  always  been  devoted  to  the  best  iuterests 
of  the  community  in  which  he  dwells,  aud  is  a 
loyal,  patriotic  citizen. 

J | AMES  P.  "WALTER   lias    been    engaged    in 
|   business  in  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  for  the  past 
I    eighteen    years  and    has   thoroughly    estab- 
lished himself  in  the   public  mind  as  a  good 
citizen  and  business  man.      He  is  an  extensive  deal- 
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er  in  horses  and  males  and  has  few  equals  as  a 
judge  of  horseflesh.  His  fine  barn,  built  by  him- 
self, has  a  frontage  of  fifty-two  and  a  half  feet  on 
Pike  street,  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet 
deep  and  two  stories  high.  The  structure  is  of 
brick  and  is  thoroughly  substantial.  For  many 
years  past  Mr.  Walter  has  been  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  business,  coach  and  draft  animals. 
His  purchases  are  largely  made  at  points  in  Illi- 
nois and  Iowa  and  at  once  shipped  to  this  city, 
where  they  are  sorted  and  re-shipped  to  all  points 
east  and  south.  About  one-half  the  sales  are 
made  at  home,  and  Mr.  Walter  has  made  money 
in  the  business,  as  he  ought  to  do,  for  he  conducts 
it  in  an  honorable  manner,  paying  the  highest  mar- 
ket price  for  the  stock  that  he  buys.  His  business 
amounts  to  about  $35,000  per  year,  all  told. 

For  the  past  ten  years  Mr.  Walter  has  been 
interested  in  the  lumber  trade,  his  yards  being 
located  on  College  street  at  Monon  Bridge.  He 
deals  largely  in  hardwood  and  supplies  local  deal- 
ers extensively.  Altogether,  his  business  enter- 
prise and  ability  place  him  in  the  front  rank  as  one 
of  the  city's  reliable  business  men.  He  is  upright 
and  honest  in  all  his  dealings — precisely  the  sort 
of  a  man  needed  in  a  growing  city.  Crawfords- 
ville  recognized  this  fact,  and  in  1890  elected  him 
as  Councilman  for  the  First  Ward  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  At  present  he  is  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ordinances.  He  fills  his  position 
well  and  realizes  the  expectation  of  his  constituents 
while  commanding  the  respect  of  all.  He  is  a 
popular  and  conservative  member  of  the  Council, 
but  has  taken  a  decided  stand  on  the  side  of  the 
Mayor  in  placing  the  late  improvements  in  the 
city. 

With  all  his  municipal  and  business  interests  at 
home,  Mr.  Walter  still  finds  time  for  considerable 
attention  to  the  addition  to  Marion,  Iud. ,  which  is 
being  pushed  by  a  Crawfordsville  syndicate.  In 
short,  he  is  ready  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  every 
plan  for  the  advancement  of  his  chosen  city  and  to 
every  enterprise  which  he  undertakes,  provided  his 
judgment  sanctions  the  same. 

Mr.  Walter  was  born  five  miles  west  of  Craw- 
fordsville, in  Wayne  Township,  on  the  Covington 
road,   and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Susan  (Dixon) 


Walter,  who  are  still  living  on  the  old  homestead. 
The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Walter,  which  is  situ- 
ated at  No.  200  Pike  street,  is  presided  over  by 
his  amiable  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  Novem- 
ber 27,  1882.  She  was  formerly  Miss  Annie  Har- 
ter,  daughter  of  Daniel  Harter,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage has  become  the  mother  of  two  children — 
Harter  and  Mary. 

JEREMIAH  REDENBAUGH  is  a  retired 
farmer,  living  just  outside  the  city  limits  of 
Crawfordsville,  but  he  still  retains  possession 
of  his  farm,  which  is  located  in  Walnut 
Township,  Montgomery  County.  Mr.  Redeubaugh 
is  a  son  of  Henry  R.  Redenbaugh,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  this  portion  of  Indiana,  who  was  born 
born  January  2,  1800,  near  Redden,  Ohio. 

Frederick  Redeubaugh,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  this 
country  some  time  during  the  last  century,  and 
first  located  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  moved  to 
Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Indiana  in  the  early  days 
of  the  settlement  of  the  state.  After  coming  here 
he  first  settled  among  the  pioneers  of  Jefferson 
County,  and  then  came  to  Montgomery  County, 
where  his  life  was  closed  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty -six  years.  He  was  a  soldier  under 
Gen.  Harrison  at  the  famous  battle  of  Tippecanoe, 
and  he  served  with  the  General  during  the  war  of 
1812.  He  married  Margaret  Hauey  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  they  had  twelve  children,  of  whom 
their  son  William,  who  lives  in  Fountain  County 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  one  years,  is  the 
only  survivor.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  an  ardent  Democrat  in  his  day,  and  was  a 
leader  in  local  polities. 

Henry  Redeubaugh  was  the  fifth  child  born  to 
his  parents,  and  was  a  young  man  when  he  accom- 
panied them  to  Jefferson  County,  this  state.  He 
there  met  and  married  Mary  Douglas,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Jane  (Huthert)  Douglas.  They  had 
come  from  England  to'this  country  and  first  settled 
near  Cincinnati,  whence  they  afterwards  removed 
to  Jefferson  County,  this  state.  After  his  mar- 
riage   Henry   Redeubaugh    remained    awhile    in 
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Jefferson  County,  and  then  came  to  Montgomery 
County  in  1828.  He  took  up  eighty  acres  of 
government  laud,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
aud  developed  it  into  a  fine  farm,  upon  which  he 
remained  until  his  death,  September,  1891,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety-one  years.  In  dying  he 
left  behind  him  an  honorable  record  as  an  active 
and  useful  pioneer,  as  a  good  citizen,  and  as  a 
desirable  neighbor.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  the  following  grew  to  maturity 
and  are  still  living:  John,  a  painter, residing  at  New- 
ton, Kans. ;  Jeremiah;  Mary  (Mrs.  Brush),  who 
lives  iu  Iowa;  Sarah  Ann,  who  lives  in  Boone 
County;  William  R.,  a  resident  of  Crawfordsville; 
Joe,  a  resident  of  Mace,  and  Eliza  (Mrs. 
McMullen)  a  resident  of  Boone  County. 

Jeremiah  Redenbaugh  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  in  the  southern  part  of  this  state,  May  25, 
1824,  and  he  was  a  child  of  three  years  when  his 
parents  brought  him  to  their  new  home  amid  the 
pioneer  scenes  of  Montgomery  County.  He  was 
reared  in  Scott  Township,  aud  has  a  distinct 
recollection  of  the  appearance  of  the  country  in  all 
its  wildness  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  he  can 
remember  when  Crawfordsville  had  but  three  or 
four  houses  in  it.  He  made  his  home  with  his 
father  until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  then  married 
established  a  home  of  his  own  with  the  help  of  his 
wife.  She  was  Elizabeth  Corn  in  her  maiden 
days  and  a  daughter  of  William  Corn,  of  Clark 
Township,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Redenbaugh,  of  whom  five  are  living:  Sarah  Jane, 
wife  of  Thomas  N.  Hosier;  William,  George  W., 
Eliza  Ellen  and  Nancy  Eddenfield.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hosier  have  one  child,  Viola  Ellen,  aged  niue  years. 
The  names  of  the  deceased  children  of  our  subject 
are:  Joseph  Henry,  Albert,  Mary  Alice,  Andrew, 
Charlie  and  John,  and  one  child  who  died  in 
infancy  unnamed.  April  29,  1888,  Jeremiah 
Redenbaugh  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife, 
who  had  walked  by  his  side  for  more  than  forty 
years,  and  to  whose  encouragement,  cheerful 
assistance  and  wise  counsel  he  was  greatly  in- 
debted. Her  age  at  the  time  of  her  death  was 
sixty   years,  six    months    and   twenty-seven   days 


She  left  behind  her  a  blessed   memory  as  a  wife, 
mother  and  friend. 

Mr.  Redenbaugh  bought  a  piece  of  land  in  Wal- 
nut Township  after  his  marriage,  and  there  he  and 
his  wife  commenced  keeping  house  together.  He 
worked  hard  to  improve  it,  and  bought  other  land 
until  his  farm  comprised  two  hundred  acres  of 
most  excellent  fanning  land.  In  1886  he  retired 
from  active  business,  and  from  the  rental  of  his 
farm  he  derives  a  good  income.  His  career  as  a 
farmer  has  placed  him  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  township,  although  he  began  life 
poor.  This  fact  shows  that  beside  being  diligent, 
prudent  and  thrifty,  he  also  carried  on  his  work 
methodically,  and  was  shrewd  and  far-seeing  in 
his  management  of  his  affairs.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat  of  stanch  principles.  He  belongs  to  the 
Montgomery  County  Horse  Thief  Detective  Asso- 
ciation, and  has  always  entered  readily  into  any 
scheme  for  protecting  the  interests  of  the  farmer. 

OHN  WARRICK,  one  of  the  most  industrious 
and  successful  farmers  of  Green  Township, 
Parke  County,  was  born  in  Fleming  County, 
Ky.,  October  18,  1832.  He  is  the  son  of 
James  Warrick,  and  was  born  in  the  Keystone 
State  to  John  Warrick,  who  was  of  English  ances- 
try, coming  from  there  to  Fleming  County  when 
but  fourteen  years  old.  Here  he  settled  in  the 
vast  wilderness  among  the  Indians,  where  he  soon 
married.  He  then  came  out  to  Indiana  and  looked 
for  a  suitable  location,  but  he  became  disgusted 
with  the  country  and  returned  to  his  home.  He 
was  an  extensive  farmer  in  Kentucky  and  was  a 
slave  owner,  keeping  a  large  number  of  slaves  on 
his  immense  plantation. 

James  Warrick  grew  to  manhood  in  Fleming 
County  and  there  married  Miss  Mary  Spencer, 
daughter  of  James  Spencer,  who  came  to  Indiana 
and  located  in  Green  Township,  this  county,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death.  After  Mr.  Warrick 
was  married,  he  located  in  Kentucky,  but  came  to 
this  state  in  1834,  and  settled  on  a  farm  that  is 
near  Sappenfield,  where  Daniel  Sappenfield  now 
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lives.  There  he  purchased  a  farm  that  was  in  a 
perfectly  wild  condition,  and  at  once  set  about 
clearing  and  improving  it.  On  this  place  he  lived 
until  he  moved  to  Iowa,  about  1885,  where  he 
located  on  a  farm  and  there  lived  until  his  death. 

Mrs.  Warrick  died  in  the  old  home  place  in  this 
township,  in  the  year  1851,  leaving  seven  children 
that  grew  to  mature  years,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living:  John,  our  subject,  who  is  the  second 
eldest;  Elizabeth  Allen,  the  widow  of  John  Braden, 
at  present  living  in  Monroe  County,  Iowa;  Henry, 
who  is  an  Iowa  farmer;  Thomas,  who  is  a  farmer 
in  the  same  county.  Those  that  are  deceased  Ere 
named  William,  -James  and  Milton.  The  first  two 
died  while  in  the  late  war,  in  which  they  were  gal- 
lant soldiers.  The  father  of  our  subject  owned 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  finely  cultivated 
land  in  this  township,  which  he  sold  before  his 
death.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  also  a  Deacon. 

John  Warrick  was  about  two  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools.  He  lived  with  his 
father  until  he  moved  to  Iowa,  after  which  he 
spent  one  year  in  helping  his  parents.  Returning 
to  this  county,  he  was  married  February  5,  1857, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Cord,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Cord, 
who  was  a  native  of  Fleming  County,  Ky.,  and 
emigrated  to  Indiana  in  1826,  where  he  located 
about  one  and  one-half  miles  west  of  our  subject's 
farm  on  the  Benjamin  Jones  farm.  The  father  of 
Jacob  Cord  was  also  named  Jacob,  and  came  to 
Indiana  before  this  time  and  located  on  the  laud 
that  our  subject's  father  in  law  owned.  He  after- 
ward moved  to  Vermillion  County,  111.,  where 
Mrs.  Warrick  was  born  June  3,  1836,  and  whence 
when  about  one  year  old  she  came  with  her  father 
to  Parke  County.  He  located  in  Rockville  and 
followed  farming  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Warrick  he  moved  to 
the  place  where  he  now  lives.  This  tract  of  land 
was  partly  improved  and  he  has,  by  economical 
living  and  steadfast  perseverance,  added  modem 
conveniences  to  his  landed  possessions  until  he 
now  is  the  proud  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  beautiful  farms  in  the  county,  comprising 
two  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres  of  the  very  best 


farming  land.  The  most  of  his  farm  is  given  to 
pasture  land,  on  which  he  grazes  some  very  fine 
stock.  This  magnificent  estate  is  kept  in  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation  by  good  drainage,  there  being 
about  two  thousand  rods  of  tile  thereon.  He  has 
been  engaged  chiefly  in  breeding  stock  for  market 
purposes. 

Mr.  Warrick  is  the  father  of  six  children,  three 
of  whom  are:  Mary  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Alexan 
der  Harbison,  who  lives  in  Oklahoma,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  various  pursuits;  Nancy,  the  wife  of 
James  H.  Odell,  a  prominent  druggist  of  Monte- 
zuma, Ind. ,  and  William  Alexander,  who  is  also  in 
Montezuma.  In  politics  Mr.  Warrick  is  a  Repub- 
lican. He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
at  Waveland,  as  is  also  his  companion,  and  he  has 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  Deacon  for  a  number  of 
years.  Mr.  Warrick  has  taken  great  pride  in  im- 
proving his  farm  and  has  ever  been  a  hard  worker. 
He  is  an  intelligent  and  honest  man,  and  there  is 
no  farm  in  the  county  that  shows  more  thrift  or 
whose  farm  has  better  buildings  than  Mr.  War- 
rick's. The  residence  stands  back  from  the  road 
on  a  slight  eminence,  and  commands  a  beautiful 
view  of  the  country.  The  family  is  highly  re- 
spected by  the  entire  community. 


*******&||f||&******* 


DR.   A.  J.   KLEISER  is  endowed  by  nature 
with  those  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  so 
'   necessary  to  the  success  of  one  who  chooses 
for  his  lifework  a  profession  in   which  hu- 
man sympathy  must  be  dispensed   with  a  liberal 
spirit  as  well  as   the  ability  to  relieve  human  suf- 
fering. 

Dr.  Kleiser  is  a  native  of  Waveland,  and  the 
success  he  has  achieved  in  his  profession  illus- 
trates the  fact  that  ability  must  ultimately  be  ap- 
preciated. Even  though  many  of  the  Doctor's 
patients  may  remember  him  as  an  untutored  boy 
many  years  before  the  subject  of  professional 
achievements  and  dignity  entered  his  brain,  this 
knowledge  cannot  detract  from  their  respect  for 
him  now.  Our  subject  commenced  his  education 
at  the  academy  of  his  native  town,  and  at  eighteen 
began    the    study  of    medicine    with    Dr.   A.    T. 
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Steele,  oue  of  the  most  capable  practitioners  in 
this  part  of  the  Btate.  After  completing  a  two 
years'  course  with  Dr.  Steele,  young  Kleiser  took 
up  another  branch  of  the  profession  with  Dr.  J. 
D.  Vaunuys,  a  physician  of  excellent  repute  and 
standing  in  the  community.  After  completing  his 
course  with  Dr.  Vannuys,  Dr.  Kleiser  entered 
the  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  where  he 
remained  until  the  year  1884,  at  which  time  he 
entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
at  Baltimore,  Md.  Dr.  Kleiser  graduated  from 
the  last  named  institution  in  the  year  1885,  and 
at  once  established  himself  at  Waveland,  Ind. 

After  practicing  iu  his  native  town  for  three 
years,  and  assuring  himself  that  success  was  to  be 
gleaned  among  his  old  acquaintances  and  new 
friends.  Dr.  Kleiser  concluded  to  take  unto  him- 
self a  life  partner.  The  lady  who  possessed 
the  endearing  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  which 
he  sought  in  the  one  who  should  accompany  him 
through  life  was  Miss  Carrie  Belton,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Hamilton)  Belton,  and  a  lady 
of  more  than  ordinary  culture.  The  result  of 
their  union  ia  one  child,  a  bright  little  girl  named 
Mildred.   . 

Socially,  the  Doctor  belongs  to  the  order  of 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  honors  the  sou  of  Indiana  who  has  so  ably 
conducted  the  affairs  of  the  nation  for  the  past 
four  years.  After  leaving  his  Alma  Mater  Dr. 
Kleiser  took  a  special  course  in  gynecology  and 
diseases  of  the  heart,  lungs  and  throat,  and  is  oue 
of  the  most  capable  practitioners  in  this  line  of 
specialities  that  Indiana  can  boast. 

A  brief  review  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Kleiser  shows 
him  to  be  a  man  of  energy  as  well  as  a  close 
student,  and  it  is  gratifying  to'  all  who  watch  his 
progress  to  observe  the  iudefatigable  and  tireless 
spirit  with  which  he  ever  seeks  knowledge  of  the 
best  possible  results  obtained  by  his  predecessors 
in  the  field  of  labor  to  which  he  is  so  well  adapted. 

It  may  be  well  in  closing  this  sketch  to  give  a 
brief  outline  of  Dr.  Kleiser's  ancestors.  The 
name  Kleiser  is  first  mentioned  in  the  annals  of 
old  Dutch  cognomens,  and  as  natives  of  Holland 
the  bearers  of  this  name  ranked  with  those  whose 
lineage  could  be  traced  back  many  hundred  years. 


The  father  of  Dr.  Kleiser  came  from  Shelby 
County,  Ky.,  the  Kleisers  being  an  old  resident 
family  in  that  part  of  the  country  and  closely 
identified  with  the  best  elements  in  the  community 
where  they  resided.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Watson  family,  noted  as 
one  of  the  southern  settlers  iu  the  Hoosier  State. 
Both  the  Kleiser  and  Watsou  families  date  their 
migration  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana  back  to  the 
early  thirties,  and  both  have  contributed  their 
efforts  and  means  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
the  town  with  which  they  are  now  identified. 


^^^ifs^; 
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[OHN  COYNE R,  au  early  pioneer  and  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Kirkpatrick,  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  died  upon  August  20,  1862, 
but  although  thirty  years  have  elapsed  since 
he  pass.ed  away  he  still  lives  in  the  memory  of  old 
friends,  neighbors  and  the  general  public,  who 
knew  him  as  a  man  of  upright  principles  and  un- 
blemished honor.  Mr.  Coyner  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  December,  1821.  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  Clinton  County,  Ind.,  when  he  was  but 
a  little  lad.  In  the  new  home  upon  the  broad 
prairies  of  the  west  a  large  family  of  children 
grew  to  mauhood  and  womanhood. 

The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject,  Michael 
and  Phoebe  (Peterson)  Coyner,  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children.  The  brothers  and  sisters  who  gath- 
ered arouud  the  family  hearth  were:  Jacob,  who 
now  resides  in  Clinton  County;  Mary,  now  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Lovelace  (she  had  five  children 
by  her  former  husbands,  Peter  Horney  and  Will 
iam  Crowell);  John,  our  subject,  the  third  child'; 
next  in  order  of  birth,  Martha,  widow  of  Edward 
Lovelace,  of  Clark's  Hill;  Dill,  who  now  resides 
in  Kansas;  Susan,  wife  of  William  White,  of 
Boone  County;  Jane,  wife  of  Jesse  Boyd,  also  of 
Kansas;  William,  who  is  dead,  but  left  a  family  iu 
Illinois;  Martin,  who  now  resides  in  Clinton  Coun- 
ty; Melissa,  who  lives  in  Chicago,  111. 

John  Coyner  and  Mary  A.  Horney  were  united 
in  marriage  in  1844,  and  continued  to  reside  in 
Clinton  County  about  seven  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  the  husbaud  and  wife  located  on 
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the  farm  where  lie  died  and  the  widow  still  resides. 
Mr.  Coyner  left  to  the  mother's  care  a  family  of 
two  children,  daughters,  who  are  both  married. 
Rhoda  is  the  wife  of  William  Halsted;  Phcebe 
married  Henry  C.  Shobe.  Mr.  Coyner  was  a 
practical  farmer  of  energy  and  ability;  he  had 
done  much  to  improve  the  homestead  after  he  took 
possession  of  it,  but  when  he  died,  leaving  to  the 
mother's  care  two  little  girls,  the  burden  of  her 
widowhood  was  heavy,  but  the  capable  manner  in 
which  she  handled  the  estate  evidenced  her  fitness 
for  the  trying  position. 

Mrs.  Coyner's  parents,  William  and  Rhoda 
(Anderson)  Horney,  were  born  in  North  Carolina, 
in  1784,  and  reared  there  to  mature  years.  They 
were  married  in  1800,  in  the  old  Tar  State.  In  a 
short  time  they  located  in  Ohio,  and  from  there 
removed  to  Indiana,  where  they  both  died.  This 
worthy  old  pioneer  couple  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  were  also  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Coyner  and  their  family.  Mr.  Coyner  never 
was  a  politician,  but  he  was  a  stanch  Republican 
and  firmly  advocated  the  principles  of  the  party. 
He  was  a  close  observer  and  an  intelligent  man, 
always  taking  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs 
and  the  general  events  of  the  day.  In  his  death 
the  county  lost  a  progressive  citizen,  and  his 
neighbors  missed  a  true  and  highly  valued  friend. 

Mrs.  Coyner  is  sole  survivor  of  the  family  of 
eight  children,  tenderly  reared  by  her  father  and 
mother  in  the  eastern  part  of  Montgomery  County. 
Since  1829,  when  her  parents  located  there,  how 
wonderful  have  been  the  changes  in  the  surround- 
ing country,  to  the  steady  growth  of  which  she  has 
been  an  eye-witness.  She  has  watched  the  rapid 
transformation  of  the  scene  from  the  bleak  rugged- 
ness  of  early  days  to  waving  fields  and  smiling 
villages,  all  linked  together  with  rails  of  steel. 

Although  Mrs.  Coyner  achieved  success  in  her 
agricultural  work,  she  has  now  retired  from  the 
active  management  of  the  farm,  and  has  entrusted 
the  business  to  Mr.  Shobe,  who  was  married  to 
her  daughter  Phoebe  in  1880.  Henry  C.  Shobe  is 
a  native  of  West  Virginia,  and  was  born  in  1853. 
His  parents  were  Washington  and  Rebecca  Shobe 
and  were  both  natives  of  West  Virginia.  The 
father  died  in  1802,  and  the  courageous  and  enter- 


prising mother  moved  with  her  family  to  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ind. ,  where  she  lived  to  see  her 
six  sons  and  one  daughter  grow  to  mature  years. 
Mr.  Shobe  is  well  adapted  to  do  the  work  he  has 
in  hand,  and  is  accomplishing  excellent  results. 
Freed  from  outside  duties,  Mrs.  Coyner  now  de- 
votes herself  to  household  affairs  and  has  more 
time  for  her  many  friends,  who  regard  her  as  a 
noble  woman  who  has  done  life's  work  both  wor- 
thily and  well. 

XvX\X\?C\X\ 

JfACOB  P.  ISLEY  is  the  President  of  the 
Citizens'  National  Bank  of  Attica,  Ind. 
^_,'  which  was  organized  as  a  national  bank  on 
the  10th  of  July,  1887,  with  a  capital  of 
150,000.  In  looking  over  a  comparative  state  of 
the  institutions  of  financial  character,  doing  busi- 
ness in  this  city,  it  is  found  that  in  comparison 
with  the  same  class  of  organizations  elsewhere  they 
are  solvent,  prosperous  and  useful  in  the  highest 
degree.  The  Citizens'  National  Bank  adds  no  lit- 
tle to  this  and  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  substan- 
tial of  its  kind  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Isley,  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ind. 
ten  miles  northeast  of  Attica,  August  12, 1838,  a 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Margaret  (Southard)  Isley, 
natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  respect 
ively.  The  father  was  born  in  1808  and  about 
1832  removed  to  Warren  County,  Ind.  where  he 
entered  quite  a  large  tract  of  Government  land, 
and  although  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  car- 
penter, he  made  his  home  on  his  farm  and  was 
there  called  from  life  in  1860.  His  widow,  who 
bore  him  four  children,  still  survives  him.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  while  en  route  to  this  section 
from  Virginia,  died  on  the  way,  but  his  widow  with 
her  children  came  on  and  located  in  Warren 
County,  Ind.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  the 
following  children:  Thomas,  who  was  killed  in  a 
railroad  accident  on  the  Central  Illinois  at  the  age 
of  forty  years,  was  a  stock-shipper  and  farmer  of 
Benton  County,  Ind.,  Elizabeth  Catherine,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Ritenour,  and  Sarah,  Mrs.  John 
Cook  of  Benton  County,  Ind. 

At  the  age  of    21  years   Jacob    P.    Isley    began 
farming  in  connection  with  his    father,  continuing 
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on  the  old  homestead  until  1867,  when  he  removed 
to  Benton  County, where  he  and  his  brother  Thomas 
were  in  business  together  until  the  latter' s  un- 
timely death  about  ten  years  ago.  They  were 
actively  engaged  in  looking  after  an  extensive  farm 
comprising  1,100  acres,  over  which  large  numbers 
of  stock  roamed  while  being  fattened  for  the  mar- 
ket, an  enterprise  which  these  gentlemen  found 
both  profitable  and  congenial.  Jacob  P.  Isley 
resided  in  Adams  Township,  Warren  County,  until 
December,  1891,  when  he  came  to  Attica,  and 
although  he  has  been  connected  with  the  above 
mentioned  bank  since  1881,  the  most  of  his  atten- 
tion is  given  to  conducting  his  farm  and  to  dealing 
in  stock.  He  is  one  of  the  stirring  and  progress- 
ive citizens  of  Attica  but  is  very  unpretentious 
and  unassuming,  much  preferring  to  quietly  pur- 
sue the  "even  tenor  of  his  way"  rather  than  to 
engage  in  the  strife  and  turmoil  of  political  life, 
although  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat  in  his  political 
views. 

The  bank  with  which  our  subject  is  now  con- 
nected was  established  as  the  Citizens'  Bank.  Mr. 
Isley  has  been  its  President  one  year  and  is  also 
connected  with  the  Central  Bank  at  West  Lebanon. 
Mr.  Isley's  principal  shipping  point  is  at  Temple- 
ton  on  the  Big  Four  Road,  where  he  is  well  known 
and  does  a  very  extensive  business.  He  is  very 
favorably  known  owing  to  his  honorable  business 
methods,  and  his  genial  nature  and  candor  have 
made  him  a  general  favorite  with  those  with  whom 
he  has  had  business  relations.  On  the  5th  of 
October,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Jones, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Warren  County,  a 
daughter  of  Clement  Jones,  a  pioneer  of  that 
county,  and  their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
two  children:  Clement  B.  and  Anna  Margaret. 
Mr.  Isley  became  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
at  Oxford,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  Corn- 
man  dery. 


f |  AMES  LAYTON  resides  in   Troy   Township, 

w   I     Fountain  County,   on    ninety-seven   acres  of 

\jj    tine  farming  land,    where   he  was  born  the 

11th  of  March,  1824,  to  Joseph  and  Betsey 

Layton,  residents  of   New  Jersey.      The  father  of 


our  subject  moved  to  New  York  in  1800,  where  he 
married  and  followed  the  milling  business  for  a 
time  and  then  moved  west  to  St.  Joe,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming. 

He  was  the  father  of  the  following  children :  John , 
who  was  born  in  1804,  and  married  Miss  Rachel 
Roads,  who  bore  him  eleven  children;  they  resided 
in  New  York,  where  the  husband  died.  Betsy  was 
born  in  1805,  became  the  wife  of  Alfred  Roads,  a 
resident  of  New  York:  David,  born  in  New  York, 
was  married  to  Miss  Bully,  and  followed  shoe- 
making;  Polly  Ann,  born  1809,  and  married  War- 
ner Ayan,  a  resident  of  New  York,  and  became 
the  mother  of  four  children;  Aaron,  who  married 
Miss  Balcom,  and  died  in  New  York,  leaving  a 
family  of  five  children;  Cornelia,  who  married 
Charles  Cawkin,  a  well-to-do  blacksmith  of  New 
York,  and  who  became  the  father  of  five  children: 
Eliza,  now  the  wife  of  Ralph  Burzer,  a  resident  of 
New  York;  James,  who  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Wilson;  Emily,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  and  Peter,  who  was  married  to  Miss 
Adkins,  a  resident  of  Fountain  County,  Ind. 
They  have  two  children,  and  are  living  happily  to- 
gether on  four  hundred  acres  of  well-improved 
land. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Sarah,  was  one  of  the  seven  children  born  to 
Samuel  Wilson.  She  was  born  in  the  year  lS)iS, 
and  after  her  union  with  Mr.  Layton,  became  the 
mother  of  four  children,  namely:  William  who  was 
born  in  1801,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Emily  Har- 
ship,  who  was  born  in  California,  went  in  her 
girlhood  days  to  Nebraska,  and  was  united  to  Will 
iam  Layton  in  the  year  1881;  Charles  Layton, 
who  is  a  druggist,  was  married  1882;  Emma,  born 
1862;  Frank,  born  in  1864  and  married  Etta 
Thompson;  Effa,  born  1871  and  married  to  Mr. 
Drolinger,  now  residents  of  Valparaiso. 

Our  subject  first  located  on  eighty  acres  of  land 
that  was  worth  about  $1,350,  for  which  he  paid, 
and  then  entered  auother  tract  of  eighty  acres 
worth  $1,800.  He  farmed  on  these  possessions 
for  some  time  and  finally  located  on  the  ninety- 
seven  acres  on  which  he  now  resides,  and  has  im- 
proved by  erecting  substantial  buildings  and  cul- 
tivating the  soil  to  a   good  advantage.      Mr.  Lay- 
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ton  and  his  estimable  wife  and  all  the  children  are 
active  workers  in  the  Baptist  Church  of  this  city, 
in  which  they  are  all  consistent  members.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  been 
since  the  casting  of  his  first  vote.  Mr.  Layton 
has  witnessed  wonderful  progress  and  improve- 
ment during  the  time  he  has  lived  here,  has  been 
an  active  factor  in  local  growth  and  prosperity, 
and  has  an  extended  circle  of  acquaintances  who 
wish  him  well. 


&*#****&: 
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AVID  T.  OLIVER,  a  business  man  of  wide 
experience,  and  an  influential  and  esteemed 
citizen  of  Yeddo,  is  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  this  part  of  Fountain  County. 
He  comes  of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneer  families  of 
this  section,  and  was  born  on  his  father's  old 
homestead  in  Richland  Township,  November  22, 
1837.  He  is  a  son  of  John  L.  Oliver,  who  was 
born  in  North  Carolina.  His  father's  father  was 
a  Quaker,  who  came  to  this  country  with  William 
Penn.  The  father  of  John  L.  was  Ahijah  Oliver. 
John  Oliver  grew  to  maturity  in  the  state  of  his 
nativity,  and  during  the  War  of  1812  was  a  soldier 
under  Gen.  Jackson.  He  was  a  young  man 
when  he  migrated  to  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  and 
settled  near  Wilmington,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  1827,  when  he  came  to  this  state, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  to  take  up  Government 
land  in  Richland  Township.  In  the  busy  years 
that  followed  he  reclaimed  a  goodly  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  from  the  virgin  soil, 
and  he  and  his  wife  died  in  the  comfortable  home 
which  rewarded  their  united  labors.  They  were 
laid  to  rest  by  loving  hands  in  the  cemetery  at 
Wingate.  He  was  a  devoted  Christian,  and  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  had  in  him  a  con- 
sistent member  from  first  to  last.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Annie  Smith.  She  was 
English  by  descent  and  a  Virginian  by  birth. 
Her  parents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Clinton  County,  Ohio,  going  from  Virginia  to 
their  destination  on  pack-horses.  John  L.  Oliver 
was  the  father  of  the  following  children:  William 
M.,  who  lives  near   Wingate;  Ruth   P.,  John   F., 


Phebe  A.  and  Jacob  R.  are  deceased;  Silas  W. 
and  D.  T. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  life-record  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  the  county,  acquir- 
ing sufficient  learning  to  enable  him  to  enter  the 
teacher's  profession.  He  made  a  most  excellent 
teacher,  engagiag  in  that  vocation  winters  and 
spending  his  summers  in  farm  work.  He  finally 
abandoned  teaching  to  adopt  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, establishing  himself  first  at  Wingate,  whence 
he  went  two  years  later  to  Waynestown.  He  sub- 
sequently sold  his  stock  of  goods  at  that  point  that 
he  might  engage  in  the  drug  business  at  Hillsboro. 
Two  years  later  he  disposed  of  that  and  bought  a 
general  stock  of  goods  in  the  same  place,  where  he 
remained  another  year.  The  year  after  that  he 
spent  in  Knox  County,  Ind.  Returning  to  this 
county  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Wallace,  and 
was  appointed  Postmaster  for  that  town,  he  having 
held  the  same  position  at  Wingate.  He  lived  at 
Wallace  seven  years,  and  his  next  move,  which 
occurred  in  1883,  was  to  Yeddo,  where  he  has  been 
stationed  ever  since.  He  was  Postmaster  here  from 
1884  until  September,  1886,  and  during  the  whole  of 
his  residence  here  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
business  as  before  noted.  He  has  a  commodious, 
well  arranged  store,  which  is  completely  stocked 
with  all  kinds  of  merchandise  generally  found  in 
such  an  establishment,  and  he  enjoys  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  trade. 

Mr.  Oliver  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Kate 
Pevler,  in  whom  he  has  found  a  true  wife.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Leonard  Pevler,  a  farmer,  residing 
near  Hillsboro,  who  is  an  honored  veteran  of  two 
wars,  the  Mexican  and  the  late  Rebellion.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Oliver  have  had  the  following  children: 
Alpha  and  Carrie,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mabel,  who 
is  twelve  years  old,  and  Arthur,  who  is  rive  years 
old. 

Mr.  Oliver  is  a  thoughtful,  intelligent,  well  read 
man,  with  strong  convictions  of  his  own  on  all 
subjects  with  which  he  is  conversant.  He  believes 
in  the  divine  right  of  religious  freedom,  and  in  the 
teachings  of  the  Bible  as  a  guide  thereto,  and  does 
not  hold  to  creeds  or  sects.  He  is  a  strictly  tem- 
perate man  in  his  habits,  and  carries  his  principles 
into  his  politics,  being  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
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Prohibition  party.  He  is  now  filling  his  first,  term 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  discharges  the  duties 
appertaining  to  his  office  with  characteristic 
fidelity,  and  with  the  wisdom  and  impartiality 
that  win  confidence  in  all  who  have  dealings  with 
him  as  a  conservator  of  law  and  order. 


a-:^^**+; 
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DAVID  J.  RATCLIPF,  a  veteran  of  the  late 
war,  in  which  he  devoted  the  opening  years 
of  his  manhood  to  his  country's  service, 
has  proved  a  no  less  valuable  citizen  since 
those  trying  times  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  his 
native  county,  Fountain,  where  he  has  accumu- 
lated a  goodly  amount  of  property,  including  a 
fine  farm  on  Section  25,  Mill  Creek  Township. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  pioneer 
families  of  this  part  of  the  state,  and  was  born  on 
his  father's  old  homestead,  in  this  township.  De- 
cember 6,  1843.  He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Ratcliff, 
a  well-known  resident  and  old  settler  of  Mill  Creek 
Township.  Thomas  Ratcliff  was  born  in  1819  in 
one  of  the  pioneer  homes  of  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio.  His  father,  whose  name  was  the  same  as 
his  own,  went  from  his  early  home  in  North  Caro- 
lina to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  whence  he  came  to 
Fountain  County  in  1829  and  cast  in  his  lot  with 
its  pioneers,  entering  land  of  the  Government  in 
Mill  Creek  Township,  of  which  he  was  an  early 
settler.  The  father  of  our  subject  did  his  share  of 
the  pioneer  labor  necessary  in  developing  the  agri- 
cultural resources  of  the  country,  and  has  lived  to 
a  good  old  age  to  witness  the  marvelous  changes 
that  have  been  wrought  by  the  hand  of  man  since 
he  came  here  more  than  sixty  years  ago. 

David  Ratcliff  was  reared  in  the  home  in  which 
he  was  born  and  obtained  a  practical  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  township.  He  grew  to  a 
stalwart,  active,  self-reliant  manhood,  and  when 
his  country  needed  him  he  was  ready  to  go  forth 
to  light  for  her  honor,  although  he  had  not  at- 
tained his  majority  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  Thirty-first  Indiana  Infantry.  He  was  made 
Corporal  of  his  company  and  performed  the  duties 
of  his  position  with  signal  ability.  He  took  part 
in  the  terrible  battle  at  Ohickamauga,  was  at  his 


post  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  en 
gaged  throughout  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  he 
fought  in  numerous  other  battles.  He  was  mns 
tered  out  of  the  army  June  21,  1865,  with  an  un- 
blemished military  record  and  is  now  an  honorable 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  Ratcliff  was  married  in  his  native  township 
to  Miss  Sallie  M.,  daughter  of  John  Marshall,  and 
they  began  their  wedded  life  on  a  farm  a  half  ;i 
mile  east  of  Kingman,  where  they  spent  five  or 
six  years.  They  then  resided  in  Vermillion 
County,  111.,  a  year.  Returning  at  the  endof  that 
time  to  this  county,  they  have  since  lived  on  a 
farm  just  outside  of  the  village  of  Kingman. 
Here  Mr.  Ratcliff  has  devoted  himself  assiduously 
to  the  improvement  of  his  place  and  has  it  in  fine 
condition- — the  land,  comprising  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  rich  soil,  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, and  the  buildings  of  a  superior  class,  in- 
cluding a  beautiful  residence  erected  in  1886. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ratcliff  are  intelligent,  agreeable 
people,  who  have  the  happy  tact  of  making  their 
home  cheerful,  cosy  and  replete  with  comfort  and 
abounding  in  hospitality.  Their  marriage  has 
been  hallowed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  two  daugh- 
ters: Clara  E.,  wife  of  Miles  Hunter,  of  King- 
man, and  Flora. 

Mr.  Ratcliff  is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his  town- 
ship financially,  and  besides  his  farm  owns  some 
desirable  town  lots  in  the  village  of  Kingman  and 
other  property.  He  conducts  his  business  as  a 
general  farmer  and  stock  raiser  with  much  shrewd- 
ness and  foresight  and  is  a  good  financier.  Re 
ligiously  he  is  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church 
as  a  consistent  and  active  member.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Associa 
tion,  and  is  Chaplain  of  the  order.  Politically  he 
stands  with  the  People's  party. 
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ISAAC  DWIGGINS    is    a   native  born    son    of 
Montgomery    County    who  is    now  numbered 
among  the  prosperous  tillers  of  its  soil,  having 
a  well  cultivated  farm  on    Section  18,  Wayne 
Township.      He  was  born  in  Alamo  in  1849  and  is 
a  son  of  Levin  and  Mary  (Stover)  Dwiggins.     His 
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mother,  who  died  at  his  home  in  1888  at  the  ven- 
erable age  of  eighty-four  years,  was  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Stover. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina in  1807  and  was  descended  from  an  old  fam- 
ily of  that  state.  He  was  a  son  of  John  Dwiggins, 
who  was  also  born  in  North  Carolina  and  was  of 
mingled  English  and  Dutch  blood  on  his  father's 
side,  while  his  mother  was  a  Swiss.  When  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  boy  the  family  came  to 
this  state  and  settled  among  its  pioneers.  In  early 
manhood  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Union 
Township,  which  he  afterward  sold  at  an  advance 
and  purchased  other  land  near  Alamo.  In  1852 
or  '53  he  removed  to  Iowa,  but  he  resided  there 
only  a  short  time  before  he  returned  to  this  county 
and  settled  permanently  at  Waynetown.  To  him 
and  his  wife  were  born  a  numerous  family  of  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  is  recorded:  James, 
a  soldier  in  the  Eleventh  Kansas  Cavalry  and  now  a 
farmer  of  Hillsboro,  was  born  at  Crawfordsville  in 
1833  and  married  Emma  Henry;  Lucinda  was 
born  at  Crawfordsville  in  1835  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  John  Grass,  a  resident  of  Danville,  who  is  inter- 
ested in  the  stock  yards  at  Chicago;  Sarah  was 
born  near  Alamo  in  1837  and  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
M.  Harvey,  who  resides  near  Waynetown;  Eliza 
was  born  in  1839  in  Ripley  TowDship  and  was 
married  to  Johnson  Henderson,  who  died  after 
about  eighteen  months  of  wedded  life;  John  C. 
was  born  near  Alamo  in  1837,  was  married  to  Su- 
sanna Fonts,  and  they  reside  at  Rossville,  111. ; 
Samuel  was  born  at  Alamo  in  1840,  was  a  volun- 
teer in  the  service  during  the  war,  enlisting  in  the 
Ninth  Indiana,  under  Captain  Thompson,  and  was 
killed  while  coining  down  the  Tennessee  river  on 
a  boat  in  1865;  Isaac  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Mary  was  born  in  1844  and  died  in  1847; 
Martha  was  born  near  Alamo  in  1840  and  is  the 
wife  of  Isaac  Born,  who  resides  near  Rossville, 
111. ;  Lyda  M.  was  born  near  Alamo  in  1848  and 
was  married  to  Isaac  Hardsock,  who  resides  near 
Waynetown. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  life-record  had  an  ex- 
cellent training  in  farm  work  when  a  boy  and 
started  out  for  himself  under  auspicious  circum- 
stances, with  one  hundred  and    fifty- one  acres  of 


well  improved  laud,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
forty-nine  acres.  The  admirably  tilled  fields  of  his 
farm  yield  him  abundant  crops  and  his  pastures 
support  a  good  grade  of  cattle  and  horses,  as  he 
gives  much  attention  to  raising  graded  stock.  A 
good  set  of  buildings  are  on  the  place  and  a  fine 
apple  orchard  adds  to  its  attractiveness  as  well  as 
to  its  value. 

Our  subject  has  a  true  helpmate  in  his  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  married  at  Danville,  111.,  and  who  is 
a  native  of  that  state,  born  in  Vermillion  County 
in  1840  and  a  daughter  of  David  Cossirt.  Her 
wedded  life  with  our  subject  has  brought  them 
four  children,  namely:  Wilber  C,  who  was  born 
in  this  township  in  1866  and  died  from  the  effects 
of  scarlet  fever  in  1875;  Irwin,  who  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  1873  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Graded  School  at  Waynetown  in  1891 ;  Alva 
P.,  who  was  born  in  1875  and  is  now  a  student  in 
the  Graded  School  at  Waynetown,  and  Eleven, 
who  was  born  in  1879,  is  also  at  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dwiggins  are  people  who  have 
the  respect  and  regard  of  the  entire  community 
and  the  Christian  Church  finds  in  them  valuable 
and  faithful  working  members,  who  contribute  to 
the  success  of  the  Sunday  school  and  every  depart- 
ment of  the  church,  whose  interests  they  have  very 
much  at  heart.  Politically,  he  is  a  true  Repub- 
lican. 

[(   NDREW  LOOP,  a  retired  farmer  of  ample 

|\  means,  occupies  a  pleasant  home  at  Mace, 
|\  where  he  has  valuable  property,  and  is  still 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Montgomery  County  as  the  owner  of  a  large  farm 
in  Walnut  Township.  A  native  of  Augusta 
County,  Va. ,  Mr.  Loop  was  born  March  24,  1816. 
He  is  of  German  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Christian  Loop,  having  been  born  in  Germany. 

Christian  Loop,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  November 
17,  1788.  In  early  manhood  he  removed  to 
Augusta  County,  where  he  married  Eva,  daughter 
of  Christian  Airhart.  He  continued  his  residence 
in  that  county,    giving   his   attention   to  farming, 
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until  1834,  when  he  came  to  Indiana,  and  cast  in 
bis  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  Boone  County,  where 
he  bought  land,  and  also  entered  some  from  the 
Government.  His  first  purchase  comprised  a 
quarter  section,  for  which  he  paid  $1,000.  About 
fifteen  acres  of  it  was  cleared,  and  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  further  improvement  of  his  property 
during  the  twenty  years  that  he  resided  upon  it. 
In  the  meantime  he  added  to  his  landed  estate  un- 
til he  possessed  a  half  section  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  removed 
to  Beckville,  and  lived  retired  until  his  death, 
November  20,  1879,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one  years  and  three  days.  Mrs.  Loop  was  born 
April  7,  1779,  and  died  in  1867.  Mr.  Loop  was 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  always  led 
a  consistent  Christian  life.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loop  had  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity.  John  is  a  farmer  in 
Texas;  Sallie,  who  resides  in  Iowa,  is  the  widow  of 
John  Bowman;  Andrew  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  David,  deceased,  was  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  Elizabeth  married  William  Bowman  and 
is  now  dead;  Catherine  married  John  Airhart  of 
Boone  County;  Rebecca,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
John  Simmons  of  Missouri;  Polly  married  Jacob 
Fall  and  liv^s  with  our  subject. 

Andrew  Loop  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Indiana  with  his  father,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  twenty-two,  affording  him 
valuable  assistance  in  clearing  and  cultivating  his 
farm.  After  he  was  married  he  first  located  in 
Walnut  Township,  on  a  quarter  section  of  land 
that  he  purchased  of  his  father,  and  carried  on 
the  business  of  farming  and  stock-raising.  His 
land  was  partly  cleared  when  it  came  into  his 
possession,  and  he  actively  set  to  work  to  fell  the 
remainder  of  the  standing  timber  and  to  place  the 
soil  under  cultivation.  The  fine  condition  in 
which  we  find  it  to  day  indicates  the  perseverance 
and  industry  with  which  he  has  labored,  for  it  is 
now  one  of  the  best  appointed  farms  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  all  the  improvements  being  the 
work  of  his  own  hand.  He  has  dealt  extensively 
in  real  estate,  increasing  the  size  of  his  farm  to 
four  hundred  and  fifty  seven  acres,  all  in   Walnut 


Township,  and  at  one  time  he  owned  one   thou- 
sand acres  of  realty  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Loop's  first  marriage,  which  occurred  De- 
cember 27,  1837,  was  with  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Elizabeth  Airhart,  of  Augusta  County, 
Va.  She  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mary  Jane, 
now  the  wife  of  James  G.  Johnson,  of  Mace.  Mr. 
Loop's  second  wife  was  Harriet,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Farlow,  a  farmer  of  Boone  County.  She  was 
the  mother  of  two  children:  Harriet  E.,  the  wife 
of  Adam  Gasgell,  a  farmer  of  Kansas,  and  Amanda 
C,  wife  of  William  Chambers  of  Walnut  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Loop  took  for  his  third  wife  Mrs.  Lydia 
Lockridge,  widow  of  James  Lockridge  and 
daughter  of  James  W.  Wheat,  who  came  from 
England.  There  are  three  children  born  to  the 
third  marriage:  William  C,  a  resident  of  Walnut 
Township,  who  married  Eupema  J.,  daughter  of 
Christopher  Dice;  Virginia  A.,  wife  of  William  A. 
Stafford,  a  farmer  of  Union  Township,  and  Lydia 
L. ,  wife  of  Charles  M.  Broughton,  of  Union 
Township. 

Mr.  Loop  was  a  pioneer  of  Montgomery 
County,  and  relates  many  interesting  incidents 
which  occurred  in  the  early  years  of  its  settle- 
ment. When  the  family  came  to  Indiana  they 
had  to  transport  their  household  goods  through 
the  wilderness  with  horses  and  wagons,  and  were 
four  weeks  making  the  trip.  The  Airharts  came 
with  them,  and  five  of  the  girls  walked  all  the 
way.  At  that  time  Crawfordsville  was  only  a 
hamlet,  and  the  nearest  mill  was  on  the  Cox  river, 
ten  miles  distant.  Many  of  the  farmers  took  their 
wheat  to  Chicago  to  market.  The  pioneers  here 
lived  in  log  houses,  wore  clothes  made  of  flax  and 
wool,  raised  on  their  farms,  and  woven,  cut  and 
made  by  the  wives  and  daughters,  and  their  food 
was  of  home  production,  varied  by  game  from  the 
forests. 

Mr.  Loop's  ability  and  solid  worth  have  received 
due  recognition  from  his  fellow-citizens,  who 
have  called  him  to  various  responsible  offices.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
two  years,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  eight  years, 
and  Notary  Public  twelve  years.  He  was  also 
elected  Constable,  but  declined  to  serve.  He  has 
acted  as  administrator  of  eight  different    estates. 
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which  fact  proves  that  the  integrity  and  conscien- 
tiousness of  his  life  in  the  community  have  led  the 
people  to  accord  him  entire  respect  and  confidence. 
He  belongs  to  the  Horse  Thief  Detective  Associa- 
tion, and  was  its  Treasurer  a  number  of  years. 
Politically  he  leans  toward  the  Democracy,  and  al- 
ways votes  that  ticket  in  presidential  elections. 
Religiously  our  subject  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  is 
an  Elder  in  Union  Church,  two  miles  east  of  Mace, 
while  his  wife  has  identified  herself  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  had 
good  home  training  and  are  all  church  members, 
but  do  not  all  belong  to  the  same  church. 
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'  AJ.  JOHN  J.  SAFELY.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  chronicle  the  history  of  a  man  whose 
life  retained  the  beautiful  simplicity  of  its 
purpose  and  aim  while  embellished  by  the 
amenities,  the  culture  and  advantages  which  wealth 
permits  one  to  enjoy.  Such  a  man  was  Mr.  Safely, 
who  was  born  at  Waterford,  Saratoga  County,  N. 
Y. ,  in  1837,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Henrietta  Safely. 
He  was  educated  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y. ,  and 
Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  and  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution in  1857,  after  which  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  William  Green 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  While  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  legal  studies  the  flag  of  his  country  became  en- 
dangered and  he  responded  to  President  Lincoln's 
call  and  enlisted  in  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  Regiment 
in  which,  for  his  faithful  performance  of  every 
duty,  for  his  courage  and  ability,  he  was  made 
Captain  of  Company  C,  of  the  Thirteenth  Iowa 
Regiment.  He  served  in  this  capacity,  rising  con- 
stantly in  the  esteem  of  his  superior  officers.  He 
was  the  Provost-Marshal  on  the  staff  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Corps,  in 
and  around  Atlanta,  and  did  some  of  the  most  gal- 
laut  and  daring  acts  that  were  done  on  any  battle- 
field. 

Step  by  step  he  climbed  the  ladder  of  military 
honors  until  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1865,  he 
bore  the  respected  and  well-merited  title  of  Major. 
One  of  the  most  striking  tributes  which  was  paid 
to  the  memory  of  the  dead  warrior  was  an  obituary 


which  appeared  in  a  New  York  paper  as  follows: 
"  We  knew  Maj.  Safely  well  as  a  man  and  sol- 
dier. As  a  man  he  was  kind,  generous,  considerate 
and  courteous  to  rich  and  poor  alike,  and  as  a  sol- 
dier he  was  bold  and  daring  to  the  extreme,  per- 
forming his  duties  with  that  fearless,  unabating 
zeal  which  inspired  the  most  timid  of  his  followers 
with  bravery."  The  Major  was  in  the  battle  where 
the  brave  McPherson  fell  on  the  memorable  22d  of 
July.  Upon  one  occasion,  while  in  the  midst  of  a 
severe  fight,  he  realized  that  his  regiment  was 
short  of  ammunition,  and  he  at  once  rode  forth 
into  the  field  to  meet  the  ammunition  wagon  of  the 
Twelfth  Iowa  Regiment,  which  at  that  time  was 
disengaged.  He  endeavored  to  persuade  the  driver 
of  the  wagon  to  supply  his  regiment  with  ammu- 
nition, but  on  account  of  not  being  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  the  Major  and  having  more 
regard  for  discipline  than  for  the  immediate  wants 
of  the  army,  the  stubborn  driver  refused  to  comply 
with  the  Major's  request,  whereupon  the  latter, 
who  had  victory  in  view  instead  of  discipline,  seized 
the  driver  by  the  collar,  threw  him  to  the  ground 
and  hastily  mounting  the  wagon,  drove  it  into  the 
ranks  of  the  regiment  where,  amid  shot  and  shell, 
he  coolly  carried  to  and  fro  the  ammunition  with 
which  to  supply  his  regiment. 

One  of-,  the  most  romantic  incidents  which  oc- 
curred in  the  life  of  the  Major  was  the  meeting  with 
Miss  Mary  F.  McEwen,  who  afterward  became 
his  wife.  He,  at  that  time,  had  charge  of  the  hos- 
pital at  Camp  McClelland,  Davenport,  Iowa,  and 
the  scarcity  of  professional  nurses  necessitated  the 
employment  of  the  unskilled,  yet  willing,  hands  of 
the  ladies  of  that  community,  and  among  the  first 
to  volunteer  in  this  work  of  patriotism  and  mercy 
was  the  present  Mrs.  Safely,  who,  while  in  the 
performance  of  her  duties  about  the  hospital, 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  Major,  which  after- 
ward ripened  into  an  affection  which,  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  led  to  the  union  which  ever  afterward 
blessed  their  lives.  Maj.  Safely  started  in  life  a 
poor  boy,  but  with  the  spirit  of  daring  and  perse- 
verance which  so  characterized  his  war  record,  he 
in  after  years  conducted  his  business.  He  became 
interested  in  mining  prospects  in  Colorado,  some  of 
which  yielded  him  vast  returns.     One  of  these  was 
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the  Bassick  mine,  which  he  sold  after  it  had  been 
partially  worked  for  the  magnificent  sum  of 
11,500,000. 

After  many  ventures  in  mining  industries  and 
other  active  business,  the  Major  became  deter- 
mined to  construct  for  himself  a  home  of  beauty  and 
comfort,  in  which  he  and  his  worthy  wife  might 
pass  their  declining  years,  surrounded  by  the  many 
friends  which  their  social  intercourse  and  wide 
experience  had  gained,  and  for  this  purpose 
he  purchased  the  tract  of  land  which  is  located 
near  the  well  known  Lodi  Artesian  Well,  the 
waters  of  which  is  many  have  drunk  with  great 
advantage  to  their  health.  Upon  this  piece  of 
property  and  in  an  attractive  natural  park  he 
erected  a  beautiful  and  perfectly-equipped  house, 
the  interior  of  which  is  finished  with  elegant  and 
tasteful  designs  in  foreign  and  domestic  woods,  and 
which  cost  the  sum  of  $50,000.  Almost  before  its 
completion,  and  while  preparations  were  being 
made  for  the  giving  of  an  entertainment  befitting 
the  opening  of  this  magnificent  home,  its  threshold 
was  crossed  by  the  grim  messenger,  death.  Sur 
rounded  by  his  family  and  loving  and  sympathiz- 
ing friends,  the  Major  fought  his  last  battle,  and 
on  September  1,  1891,  he  quietly  passed  to  his  re- 
ward. 

Socially  he  was  a  Mason,  in  which  fraternity  he 
had  risen  to  the  rank  of  Knight  Templar.  He  was 
also  enrolled  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
He  was  a  Republican  who  took  more  than  an  aver- 
age interest  in  his  party,  and  wielded  a  wide- 
spread interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  section, 
although  he  was  in  no  sense  of  the  word  an  office- 
seeker,  preferring  a  strict  attention  to  the  business 
affairs  of  life  rather  than  the  strife  and  turmoil  of 
the  political  arena.  His  antecedents  can  be  traced 
back  to  some  of  the  most  worthy  families  of  Eu- 
rope, although  time  and  space  will  not  admit  of 
our  noting  step  by  step  the  genealogy  of  this  fam- 
ily. Nevertheless,  the  memory  of  the  kind  and 
faithful  husband,  the  trusty  and  loyal  friend,  and 
the  benevolent  and  agreeable  man  of  affairs  will 
ever  remain  verdant  in  the  minds  of  those  with 
whom  he  was  associated.  While  he  met  with  a 
more  than  average  degree  of  success  in  business, 
he  ever  retained  a  warm  spot  in  his  heart  for  those 


who  found  life's  battle  hard,  and  a  helping  hand 
was  ever  extended  to  the  less  fortunate  of  his  fel- 
low-creatures. 


1S^fW^ 


MARIAH  ELWELL  is  one  of  the  wealthy 
farmers  of  Fountain  County  and  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  its  early  pioneer  fami- 
lies, and  he  has  a  large  and  well-equipped 
farm  on  Section  12,  Mill  Creek  Township,  a  part 
of  which  was  purchased  directly  from  the  Govern- 
ment by  his  father.  Mr.  Elwell  is  a  native  of  In- 
diana and  has  passed  the  most  of  his  life  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  though  the  first  eight  years  after 
his  birth,  which  occurred  January  16,  1822,  were 
spent  in  Union  County,  where  he  was  born. 

Our  subject's  father  was  John  Elwell,  who  was 
a  son  of  Amariah  Elwell,  who  came  to  America 
from  England  and  settled  in  New  Jersey  in  colo- 
nial times.  He  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Rev- 
olution, acting  principally  as  a  scout,  for  which 
arduous  and  dangerous  position  he  was  well  fitted. 
When  at  home  his  work  was  that  of  a  weaver.  He 
migrated  from  New  Jersey  to  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
and  thence  to  Union  County,  this  state,  where  he 
died.  He  was  the  father  of  two  children,  John 
and  David,  the  latter  of  whom  died  before  he  at- 
tained his  majority. 

John  Elwell  was  born  in  Salem  County,  N.  J. 
He  accompanied  his  father  in  his  migration  from 
New  Jersey  to  Ohio.  The  family  lived  for  a  short 
time  at  Cincinnati,  whither  they  had  journeyed  by 
boat,  and  then  went  to  Butler  County.  Mr.  El- 
well was  there  married  to  Aunie  Deneen,  a  daugh 
ter  of  James  Deneen.  He  engaged  in  farming  in 
Butler  County  for  a  short  time  thereafter,  ami 
then,  in  the  year  1818,  traveled  through  the  wil- 
derness with  his  wife  to  settle  in  the  forests  of 
Union  County,  this  state.  He  built  a  cabin  on 
land  that  he  entered  from  the  Government,  and 
lived  there  until  18)50.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Fountain  County,  and  again  located  in  the  woods, 
selecting  as  the  site  of  his  future  home  a  quarter 
section  of  land  now  owned  and  occupied  by  our 
subject  in  Township  18.  He  afterwards  added  to 
his  original  purchase  and  became  the  proprietor  of 
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six  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  valuable  land. 
His  land  was  in  a  wild  condition,  covered  with 
trees  of  the  primeval  forest,  and  his  first  work  was 
to  cut  away  the  timber  to  make  room  for  a  cabin. 
The  surrounding  country  was  sparsely  settled,  and 
his  nearest  neighbor  lived  a  mile  and  three- 
fourths  distant.  There  were  deer  here  in  great 
abundance,  and  bears,  wild  hogs,  wild  turkeys, 
and  large  gray  wolves. 

Mr.  Elwell  was  a  hard-working,  shrewd  and 
thrifty  farmer,  who  did  well  at  his  calling.  In 
after  years  he  left  the  farm  that  he  had  improved 
here,  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Yeddo,  where 
he  owned  property.  He  eventually  sold  his  place 
there,  and  his  remaining  days  were  passed  in  Ver- 
million County,  111.,  where  he  died  in  1856.  His 
wife  departed  this  life  two  years  later.  During 
the  War  of  1812  Mr.  Elwell  joined  in  a  campaign 
against  the  Indians.  He  was  originally  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  but  when  the  Republican  party 
was  organized  he  became  one  of  its  followers. 
Religiously,  he  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  was  active  in  its  every 
good  work.  Mr.  Elwell  had  six  sons  and  six 
daughters;  eleven  of  his  children  grew  to  matu- 
rity, and  five  are  still  living,  namely:  Amariah; 
Elijah,  a  resident  of  Fulton  Township;  John,  a 
resident  of  Corning,  Adair  County,  Iowa;  Alexan- 
der, a  farmer  of  Vermillion  County,  Ind. ;  and 
Hiram,  a  minister  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
in  the  State  of  Washington.  Those  that  are  dead 
are:  James;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Hiram  Nor- 
ris;  Lucinda,  who  was  the  wife  of  Christopher 
Keller;  Charlotte,  who  died  in  infancy;  Margaret, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Richard  Sines;  and  Abigail 
Ann,  who  was  the  wife  of  John  Sines. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  amid  the 
primitive  surroundings  of  pioneer  life.  There 
were  at  first  no  schools  here,  but  the  old  log 
cabin  that  was  the  original  home  of  the  family 
was  prepared  for  a  school-house,  and  John  May- 
hew,  a  neighbor,  was  secured  as  teacher.  Our 
subject  attended  school  in  that  humble  building 
for  three  years,  and  obtained  the  rudiments  of  an 
education,  receiving  instruction  in  arithmetic  as 
far  as  the   "  rule  of  three."      He  worked  with  his 


father  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  and  then 
went  out.  as  a  farm  hand,  hiring  out  for  six 
months  at  eight  dollars  a  month.  He  continued 
thus  employed,  however,  at  the  same  wages  until 
he  was  twenty-five  years  old.  He  then  took  unto 
himself  a  wife,  marrying  Caroline  Sines,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Sines,  who  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  county.  After  marriage  Mr.  Elwell 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  his 
father,  and  still  makes  his  home  upon  that  tract 
of  land.  He  has  increased  the  acreage  of  his 
farm  and  now  has  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  that  is  in  a  fine  condition  as  to  cultivation 
and  improvements,  and  is  under  the  able  manage- 
ment of  his  son  Grant,  who  is  a  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser. 

Mr.  Elwell's  first  wife  departed  this  life,  leaving 
a  numerous  family  to  mourn  her  loss.  Mr.  Elwell 
married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Forence  E. 
Bornebreak,  a  daughter  of  William  Yount,  of  this 
county.  Our  subject  is  the  father  of  ten  children, 
the  youngest  the  fruit  of  his  second  marriage.  His 
children,  John  and  Amanda,  died  in  their  youth. 
The  remaining  children  are  Melissa,  wife  of  An- 
drew Marshal],  a  lawyer  at  Veedersburg;  Mary 
Ann,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Marshall,  a  farmer 
of  Butler  County,  Kans. ;  Sylvester,  County  Audi- 
tor, who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
Jane,  wife  of  Berne  Adams,  of  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, Kans. ;  Meliuda,  a  resident  of  Mill  Creek 
Township,  and  widow  of  Archidemus  McCormick; 
Julia,  wife  of  Daniel  Valentine,  of  Yeddo;  Grant, 
who  married  Estelle  Walton,  and  resides  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  Maud  L. ,  who  is  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

Mr.  Elwell  is  a  man  of  upright  habits  and 
sound  principles,  who  has  acquired  bis  property 
by  strict  attention  to  business,  seconded  by  sound 
judgment  in  his  dealings.  He  is  a  member  in 
high  standing  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
of  which  he  is  trustee.  In  his  political  senti- 
ments he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  true  to 
his  party  ever  since  its  formation.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  one  time,  but  as  he 
did  not  aspire  to  office,  he  failed  to  qualify  for 
the  position. 
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BENJAMIN  LEWIS  ORNBAUN,  one  of 
^  the  pioueer  business  men  of  Crawfords- 
/   ville   and    one    in    whom    her  citizens  may 

well  pride  themselves,  was  born  in  Rock- 
bridge County,  Va.,  September  13,  1829.  His 
parents  were  Andrew  and  Mary  (Shipley)  Orn- 
baun. the  former  a  native  of  Virginia,  the  latter  of 
Tennessee.     They  were  married  in  Virginia. 

When  Benjamin  was  six  years  old,  or  in  the 
year  1835,  the)'  came  to  Montgomery  County  and 
to  Crawfordsville,  where  they  lived  until  the 
father's  death,  October  9,  1857.  The  mother  died 
in  October,  1879.  Mr.  Ornbauu,  senior,  was  a 
teamster  and  farmer.  Benjamin  was  the  second 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  are  now 
living:  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Jacob  Campbell  of  Madi- 
son Township;  Delilia,  Mrs.  William  Van  Slack  of 
Crawfordsville;  John  Shipley  Ornbauu,  whose 
home  is  near  Yorkville,  Cal.,  and  Audrew  Orn- 
bauu, who  also  resides  near  Yorkville;  Henry  New- 
ton, who  was  a  member  of  the  Seventy-ninth 
Indiana  Regiment,  was  killed  at  Missionary  Ridge 
at  the  age  of  thirty;  William  died  in  1888  in  Cali- 
fornia. Two  sisters  died,  one  in  childhood,  the 
other  at  sixteen.  All  the  family  passed  their  early 
years  in  Crawfordsville. 

At  seventeen  Benjamin  L.  Ornbauu  began  to 
learn  his  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  with  Robert  Gray,  the  pioueer  harness  maker 
of  Crawfordsville.  In  1852,  after  working  as  a 
journeyman  for  some  time,  he  went  to  California 
by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Before  reach- 
ing his  destination,  he  was  obliged  to  spend  sixty- 
six  days  on  a  ship  which  had  been  condemned  as 
unfit  for  service.  Their  provisions  failed  and  they 
were  compelled  to  eat  spoiled  meat  aud  to  drink 
worse  water.  They  suffered  greatly,  as  may  be 
imagined,  the  experience  being  a  thrilling  chapter 
in  the  lives  of  all.  Sixteen  of  the  men  were  un- 
able to  endure  the  hardships,  and  died  en  route. 

Mr.  Ornbauu  remained  iu  California  four  years, 
mining  near  Placerville  part  of  the  time,  working 
at  his  trade  in  Sacramento,  and  farming  on  the 
Sacramento  river.  In  the  fall  of  1856,  the  day 
before  the  election  of  Buchanan,  he  reached  home, 
well  satisfied  with  his  trip.  He  then  bought  out 
Mr.  Gray  and  has  conducted  the  harness    business 


ever  since.  He  has  a  fine  brick  block,  46  feet 
front  on  Washington  street,  160  feet  deep,  and 
three  stories  high.  He  has  a  full  stock  of  goods 
and  the  trade  is  a  large  one.  His  son,  Harley  W., 
is  the  present  manager,  having  taken  his  father's 
place.  Mr.  Ornbaun  has  about  $25,000  invested 
in  his  business  block.  His  stock  usually  amounts 
to  $4,000.  With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Jonas  Mil- 
ler, he  is  the  oldest  business  man  of  Crawfords- 
ville, haviug  for  thirty-four  years  given  the  closest 
personal  attention  to  his  trade  as  a  harness  dealer. 
He  owns  a  two-huudred  and-eighty -acre  farm  in 
Madison  Township,  and  for  the  past  two  years 
has  been  much  interested  in  looking  after  it,  mak- 
ing improvements,  etc. 

In  December,  1858,  Mr.  Ornbaun  married  Mary 
L.  Barr,  of  Crawfordsville,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Barr,  one  of  our  pioneer  settlers.  May  1,  1877, 
his  wife  died.  Five  children  were  born  to  him  by 
his  first  wife:  Harley  W.,  his  manager,  as  before 
stated;  Clara,  who  for  two  years  has  been  visiting 
her  sister  in  California;  Minnie,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Arthur,  Pasadena,  Cal. ;  Lulu,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eight  years,  the  day  after  her  father's  second 
marriage;  Otis,  aged  fifteen. 

Mr.  Ornbauu's  second  marriage,  referred  to 
above,  occurred  September  3,  1878.  This  time  he 
chose  as  his  wife  Mrs.  Emma  King,  widow  of  W. 
H.  H.  King  of  Thorntown,  who  had  been  iu  the 
mercantile  business.  Both  were  born  in  this 
county,  but  were  married  at  Madison,  Iud.,  Mrs. 
King's  maiden  name  being  Chaffee.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Chaffee  of  Brookville, 
Franklin  County.  Her  father  is  a  farmer.  Her 
mother's  name  was  Maria  Lewis.  Previous  to 
her  marriage  with  Mr.  Ornbaun,  her  home  was  at 
Thorntown.  She  has  lost  one  child,  Grace  Clover 
King,  who  died  at  the  brief  age  of  fourteen  months. 
She  has  a  little  girl  living  and,  from  this  second 
marriage,  a  son,  Benuie  Charles,  aged  ten. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Ornbaun  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  former  one  of  its 
trustees,  the  latter  a  prominent  worker  aud 
teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school.  Both  are  looked 
up  to  as  leaders.  They  have  a  pleasant  home  at 
No.  511  Bast  College  street;  the  grounds  are 
ample   with    fine  lawn  and  garden.      The  house  is 
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nicely  furnished  and  altogether    it    is    a  beautiful 
place. 

Mr.  Orubaun  is  a  successful  business  man  and 
one  of  our  strongest  citizens.  He  is  a  Chapter 
Mason  and  a  Republican,  although  he  does  not 
consider  himself  a  politician.  His  opinion  is 
valued  in  the  community,  his  integrity  of  character 
respected,  and  he  himself  is  considered  a  worthy 
example  for  the  guidance  of  our  youth. 
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JlOHN  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  popular  sons  of  old  Ireland,  as  well  as 
I  a  highly  respected  man,  was  born  near  Din- 
gle, County  Kerry,  Ireland,  September  25, 
1832.  His  parents  were  Michael  and  Ellen  John- 
son. The  story  of  his  life  has  much  of  interest 
and  appeals  to  the  heart  in  its  earlier  history,  as 
that  of  a  brave  soldier  must  ever  do. 

Mr.  Johnson's  boyhood  was  spent  on  a  farm 
until,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  went  to  New  Or- 
leans, where  a  sister  was  then  living.  The  follow- 
ing year  be  came  as  far  north  as  Cincinnati,  and 
soon  found  work  on  a  railroad  in  Kentucky,  con- 
tinuing at  this  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  began  to  learn  the  cabinet-maker's  trade 
at  Cincinnati.  After  mastering  this  trade,  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman  in  Cincinnati  till  the  out- 
break of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
Tenth  Ohio  Infantry.  He  was  in  the  campaign 
in  West  Virginia,  and  much  of  the  time  was  on 
special  scouting  duty. 

In  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1862  Mr. 
Johnson's  command  was  placed  in  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  under  Gen.  Durnont.  He  was  de- 
tailed on  special  duty  connected  with  the  United 
States  Signal  Service,  and  at  Bacon  Creek,  Ky.j 
was  thoroughly  drilled  in  the  work.  Col.  Thomas 
J.  Kelly,  who  was  formerly  an  editor  of  a  Union 
paper  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  who  barely  es 
caped  with  his  life,  had  been  one  of  the  historical 
rescuers  of  the  Irish  patriots  at  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, and  had  become  an  expert  in  signal  service. 
He  was  detailed  to  examine  and  drill  this  body  of 
men  at  Winchester,  Tenn.,  those  only  being  ac- 
cepted who  passed  a  satisfactory  competitive  ex- 


amination. Young  Johnson,  being  au  apt  student 
with  quick  perception  and  natural  Irish  wit,  soon 
became  proficient  and  was  made  Sergeant,  with 
promises  of  promotion,  which  promises,  however, 
never  were  fulfilled,  favoritism  being  shown  other 
men  by  his  superior  officers. 

Mr.  Johnson's  corps  was  attached  to  Gen. 
Thomas'  headquarters,  and  was  in  close  communi- 
cation with  all  the  movements  of  that  General's 
army,  rendering  valuable  service  on  many  occa- 
sions. At  one  time  a  private  from  Illinois  had,  by 
diligent  attention  and  study,  picked  up  the  rebel 
signal  code,  and  after  this,  when  a  position  could 
be  obtained  where  the  rebel  service  could  be 
seen,  their  communications  could  be  read  and 
the  Federal  authorities  acquainted  with  the  dis- 
patches so  sent  as  easily  as  the  rebels  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Johnson  continued  with  his  corps  till  he 
was  captured  near  Tnscumbia,  Ala.,  while  on  an 
expedition  to  learn  more  fully  of  a  body  of  rebels 
who  were  harassing  Gen.  Thomas.  He  was  taken 
to  Capt.  Roddy's  camp,  and  soon  after  to  Gen. 
Bragg's  headquarters,  where  he  had  a  personal  in- 
terview with  that  General.  On  the  day  of  his  re- 
moval, he  was  convinced  that  some  special  move 
was  contemplated.  He  overheard  a  conversation 
between  two  Irish  soldiers  who  were  speaking 
their  native  tongue,  supposing  their  secret  safe  by 
so  doing.  They  referred  to  the  contemplated 
movements  of  the  rebel  army  towards  Mobile  and 
on  to  Chattanooga.  Being  the  only  prisoner  at 
the  date  spoken  of  above,  the  others  having  been 
sent  away  the  day  before,  he  was  treated  leniently, 
and  was  soon  after  paroled  and  allowed  to  return 
to  the  Union  lines,  and  to  parole  camp  at  Camp 
Chase,  Columbus,  and  visit  his  family  in  Cincin- 
nati. This  parole  lasted  six  months,  when  he  re- 
joined the  army  and  continued  in  the  service  till 
his  discharge  June  16,  186-4.  His  character  and 
value  as  a  soldier  are  shown  by  the  fact  that  he 
was  highly  complimented  by  Gen.  Thomas  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Johnson  returned  to  Cincinnati  and  worked 
at  his  trade  one  year,  theu  went  to  Putnam 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  stayed  a  year,  then  went  to 
Mace  and  lived  on  a  farm  till  he  came  to   Craw- 
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fordsville  in  1881.  He  was  elected  County  Re- 
corder on  the  Republican  ticket  in  1880,  and  re- 
elected in  1884.  During  this  time  he  began  work 
as  a  contractor  and  has  continued  in  that  business 
to  the  present  time,  making  it  a  decided  success. 
He  has  built  in  all  about  sixty  miles  of  gravel 
road,  besides  railway  and  levee  work  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  other  branches  called  for  in  his 
business — bridge-building,  sewer  and  pipe-laying, 
etc.  His  work  is  all  well  done  because  he  gives  it 
his  personal  supervision.  He  has  met  with  de- 
cided financial  success.  In  addition  to  his  general 
contracting  business,  he  has  invested  in  the  elec- 
tric light  plant  of  Lawrenceburg,  Ind.,  where  he 
has  about  $16,000  invested. 

In  October,  1868,  Mr.  Johnson  married  Eliza 
Kennedy,  of  Cincinnati,  the  marriage  taking  place 
in  that  city.  Their  family  consists  of  ten  children, 
three  sous  and  seven  daughters.  Of  the  daugh- 
ters, one,  Hannah,  is  a  teacher,  and  one  a  milliner 
in  Chicago.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  612 
West  Main  street.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Republican 
and  an  active  politician,  and  while  in  office  served 
the  people  well  and  faithfully  even  as,  when  a 
soldier,  he  went  forward  steadily  and  bravely  in 
the  way  of  truth  and  duty. 

|OHN  GILLUM,  who  was  a  patriotic  soldier 
during  the  late  war,  and  fought  nobly  in 
defense  of  the  Union  until  disabled  while 
in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  is  to-day  a  highly 
respected  farmer  of  Mill  Creek  Township,  Foun- 
tain County.  He  is  a  son  of  Osborn  Gillum,  a 
worthy  farmer  of  this  section,  who  came  here  in 
pioneer  times,  and  the  farm  that  he  reclaimed 
from  the  wilderness,  on  which  he  is  spending  his 
declining  years,  is  the  scene  of  the  birth  of  our 
subject,  which  occurred  May  29,  1N42. 

Osborn  Gillum  was  born  in  Chatham  County, 
N.  C,  July  21,  1817.  When  he  was  a  boy  he 
came  from  his  native  state  to  Indiana  and  lived  in 
Orange  County  for  a  few  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  he  made  his  way  to  this  county,  and 
for  m  >re  than  half  a  century  has  been  numbered 
among  the  useful  and  estimable  citizens  who  have 


been  instrumental  in  the  development  of  its  agri- 
cultural resources.  He  settled  in  what  is  now 
Mill  Creek  Township,  and  by  downright  hard 
labor  has  cleared  and  improved  a  goodly  farm  of 
onehundred  and  twenty  acres,  where  he  has  made  a 
pleasant,  comfortable  home.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  has  held  various  official  positions  in  his  lodge. 

Mr.  Gillum  was  married  after  coming  to  this 
county  to  Miss  Emmeline,  daughter  of  George 
Sowers,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  came 
from  there  when  eleven  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gillum  have  been  blessed  with  the  following  chil- 
dren: John;  Ira,  a  physician  practicing  his  pro- 
fession at  Milford,  111.;  Solomon,  who  died  when 
a  young  man;  Butler,  who  is  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness in  Parke  County,  George  C,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years;  Elizabeth  Susan  Jaue,  wife  of 
Robert  Dix,  a  farmer  of  Park  County;  Delilah 
Ellen,  wife  of  Ira  Hadley,  of  Kansas,  and  Charles, 
a  carpenter  at  Kingman. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  home  of  his  birth, 
and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Mill  Creek 
Township.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  with  his 
father  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  on  the  17th  of 
the  following  September  he  laid  aside  his  work  to 
go  to  the  front  with  the  brave  boys  in  blue  to  help 
preserve  the  honor  of  the  old  flag  so  dear  to  every 
true  citizen  of  this  great  Republic.  Our  subject 
became  a  member  of  Company  I,  Thirty-first  In- 
diana Infantry,  and  in  the  trying  months  that  fol- 
lowed displayed  sound  qualities  as  a  soldier.  His 
military  career  was  brought  to  an  untimely  end  by 
his  being  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fort 
Donelson  February  16,  1862.  He  was  taken  to 
the  hospital,  where  he  suffered  intensely  for  a 
month  and  eight  days,  and  then  he  was  discharged 
from  the  army  on  account  of  disability. 

Returning  home  after  his  trying  experience  as  a 
soldier,  our  subject  had  to  devote  some  of  his  best 
years  of  his  life  to  recovering  from  his  wounds. 
He  was  finally  able  to  resume  farming,  and  he  then 
settled  on  his  present  farm,  having  lived  with  his 
father  until  he  was  thirty-nine  years  old.  His 
farm  is  a  fine  piece  of  property,  comprising  eighty 
acres  of  well-tilled  land,  upon  which  are  improve- 
ments of  a  substantial  order.     Mr.  Gillum  devotes 
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it  principally  to  raising  corn  and  hogs,  from  which 
he  derives  a  comfortable  income  each  year. 

December  29,  1880,  is  the  date  of  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  to  Miss  Hnlda  J.,  daughter  of  Henry 
Parkhurst,  who  was  a  prominent  farmer  of  Wal- 
nut Township.  Mrs.  Gilluni  was  born  in  1850. 
Her  pleasant  wedded  life  with  our  subject  has 
brought  to  them  two  children,  whom  they  have 
named  Melinda  E.  and  Leslie  D. 

Mr.  Gillum  is  identified  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Harveysburg 
Lodge,  No.  314,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  of- 
fices, except  that  of  Worshipful  Master.  Politic- 
ally he  is  a  straight  Republican,  who  always  works 
with  his  party.  He  is  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Mill 
Creek  Township,  and  fills  that  position  with  ad- 
mirable discretion  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned.  Religiously  he  is  a  stanch  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a 
conscientious,  upright  Christian  gentleman. 
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ip^-EORGE  W.  JACKS,  a  prosperous  and  well- 
I  ¥/  to-do  farmer  of  Adams  Township,  Parke 
\mA\  County,  owns  a  well  improved  farm  com- 
^  prising  four  hundred  and  three  acres  on 
Sections  28,  29  and  33.  He  has  long  been  prom- 
inent in  all  the  affairs  of  this  locality  and  is  held 
in  the  highest  respect.  Altogether  he  owns  five 
hundred  and  eighty-five  and  one  half  acres  of  land 
which,  with  the  exception  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  and  one-half,  lies  in  this  township,  the 
remainder  being  in  Raccoon  Township,  two  miles 
distant.  He  has  made  good  improvements  upon 
his  farm,  including  a  barn  that  cost  $1,000  and  a 
pleasant  dwelling-house  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$1,500. 

Mr.  Jacks  was  born  on  Section  33,  Adams  Town- 
ship, August  7,  1835,  being  a  son  of  Reuben 
Jacks,  who  was  boru  in  Surrey  County,  S.  C,  Oc- 
tober 2,  1809.  The  latter  was  a  son  of  Richard 
Reuben,  who  in  1818  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Jefferson  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  lived  until 
1830,  at  which  time  he  married  Hannah  Ervin  and 
soon  after  started  for  Indiana.      He  landed  in  this 


county,  March  8,  1830,  with  only  fifty  cents  in  his 
pocket,  and  settled  at  once  upon  the  farm  where 
he  afterward  lived  until  summoned  by  the  death 
augei  many  years  later.  He  worked  at  whatever 
he  could  find  to  do  until  he  obtained  enough  money 
to  make  the  first  payment  on  a  farm.  At  that  time 
corn  was  worth  but  six  cents  a  bushel  on  six 
months'  credit.  He  worked  night  and  day  to  meet 
the  payments  on  his  farm  aud  succeeded  beyond 
his  most  sanguine  expectations. 

From  that  time  until  1850  Richard  Jacks  cleared 
three  different  farms  and  owned  at  the  time  of  his 
death  three  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land 
under  good  cultivation.  The  date  of  his  demise 
was  May  14,  1874,  and  his  wife,  after  surviving 
him  several  years,  died  February  26,  1885.  Mr. 
Jacks  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  his  affiliations 
were  with  the  Republican  party.  For  about 
twenty  years  he  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
during  the  war  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Union.  In  his  own  neighborhood  he  was  very 
popular  and  merited  the  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held. 

George  \V.  Jacks  is  one  of  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  twelve  lived  to  mature  years  and  eleven  still 
survive.  Besides  our  subject  those  still  living  are 
as  follows:  Samuel  E.,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Hickory 
County,  Mo.;  Daniel  \V.,who  resides  near  Catlin, 
Parke  County:  Julia  A.,  wife  of  John  Painter,  of 
Rockville;  Rachel  S.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  who  runs  a  brush  factory  in  Chicago;  Sarah, 
wife  of  John  Long,  a  stone  cutter  in  Terre  Haute; 
Martha  E.,  wife  of  George  A.  Asbury,  who  lives  a 
mile  east  of  Catlin;  John  Q.,  of  Chicago,  where  he 
is  in  the  coal  business;  Reuben  K.,  a  farmer  near 
Rockville;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Mr.  Averill,  of  Kansas 
City,  and  Maggie  B. ,  wife  of  Charles  Wood,  who 
is  a  carpenter  in  Rockville.  William  M.  served 
for  three  years  in  the  late  war  and  was  wounded 
and  died  before  the  close  of  the  conflict.  The  flag 
that  had  been  carried  by  several  standard  bearers 
fell  to  him  on  the  battle-field  the  day  he  was 
wounded  and  he  bore  it  manfully  as  long  as  his 
failing  strength  permitted. 

On  the  farm  which  was  his  birthplace  George 
Jacks  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  during  his 
early  years  he  has  plowed  on  Sections  28,  29  and 
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33.  His  father  purchased  a  farm  about  the  year 
1814  and  there  he  resided  until  his  marriage,  in 
1859,  with  Miss  Hila  Ann  Sapp,  daughter  of 
George  Sapp.  She  was  horn  in  Clareruont  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  died  October  27,  1S64.  They  had 
three  children:  Anderson  M.,  William  B.  and 
Martha  A.,  wife  of  Ezekial  A.  Williams,  of  Rac- 
coon Township.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Jacks  set- 
tled one- half  mile  east  of  his  present  home,  where 
he  lived  for  twenty-four  years. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  June,  1866,  Mr.  Jacks 
married  Susan  B.,  daughter  of  Caleb  Asbnry,  who 
was  born  in  Virgiuia  and  emigrated  to  Kentucky 
in  his  eighteenth  year.  In  1828  he  settled  in 
Washington  Township,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1859.  Mrs.  Jacks  was  born  on  June  15, 
1831,  on  the  old  place,  on  Government  land,  which 
her  father  entered.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  Wesley  Chapel.  To 
each  of  his  children  Mr.  Jacks  gave  a  good  educa- 
tion and  a  start  in  life.  Politically  he  casts  his 
ballot  in  favor  of  the  nominees  of  the  Republican 
party  and  fraternally  is  a  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  Lodge 
No.  71,  of  Rockville.  He  has  always  been  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and  though  he  has 
been  an  administrator  of  many  estates  since  1874, 
and  has  done  considerable  general  business,  he 
has  never  had  recourse  to  law  but  once  in  his  life. 


111   BRAM  HARRISON  STOVER,  a  native  of 
II  \\    Montgomery  County,  Iud.,  now  residing  in 
Ij    1\  Chicago,   111.,    comes   of   a    large    German 
f/  family  which  has  resided  in  this  country 

since  about  1680.  As  near  as  can  be  ascertained, 
it.  was  about  that  date  that  one  of  his  forefathers 
came  from  Saxony  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 
His  son,  Dr.  George  Stover,  the  grandfather  of 
Allium  H. ,  is  the  earliest  member  of  the  family  of 
whom  there  is  an  authentic  record. 

Dr.  George  Stover  was  born  in  1732  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  whither  his  father  had  come  (as  above 
stated)  from  Saxony,  about  the  time  William  Peun 
made  the  settlement  at  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Stover 
was  very  prolicient  in  the  science  of  medicine.    He 


was  strictly  honest  and  was  loved  and  respected  by 
all.  The  Doctor  was  one  of  ten  children,  six  sons 
and  four  daughters,  the  descendants  of  whom  are 
scattered  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  In  1757 
Dr.  Stover  married  Hannah  Price,  whose  father 
had  come  to  this  country  from  Berlin,  Prussia,  to 
save  his  life,  which  had  been  threatened  by  his 
half-brother,  then  King  of  Prussia.  His  wife  died, 
having  borne  him  ten  children,  of  whom  George 
Stover,  Jr.,  was  next  to  the  youngest.  The  Doctor 
married  again  and  by  this  marriage  became  the 
father  of  ten  more  children.  His  demise  occurred 
in  Bedford  County,  Va.  (whither  he  had  removed 
in  1794),  in  the  year  1816,  aged  eighty- four  years. 

George  Stover,  Jr. ,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1785,  and  when  nine  years  of  age  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Botatourt  County,  Va.  Here,  in 
1810,  he  married  Anna  Rader,  who  was  born  in 
that  state  in  1790,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary 
(Houtzenpillar)  Rader.  Mrs.  Rader  lived  to  attain 
the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  years.  In  1832 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Stover  removed  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  bringing  with 
them  their  family  of  ten  children,  and  located  on  a 
farm  about  three  miles  southwest  of  Ladoga. 
Here  two  more  children  were  born,  the  youngest 
of  whom  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  names  of  the  twelve  children  are  as  follows: 
Joseph,  born  in  1811,  died  in  Kansas  in  1892,  aged 
eighty-one  years;  Hannah,  born  in  1813,  died  in 
1889;  Mary,  born  in  1814;  Sarah,  born  in  1816; 
George  R.,  born  in  1818,  died  in  1867;  Samuel, 
born  in  1820,  died  in  1888;  Daniel  C,  born  in 
1822,  the  father  of  Berty  G.,  known  as  the  "Boy 
Preacher  of  the  Christian  Church,"  and  whose 
maternal  grandfather,  Gilbert  Harney,  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  preachers  of  that  faith  in  Indiana; 
Benjamin  F. ,  born  in  1824;  Catherine,  born  in 
1826,  died  in  1856;  John  P.,  born  in  1830;  Mar- 
garet A.,  born  in  1833,  and  Ahram  H. 

On  the  home  farm  near  Ladoga,  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  Abram  H.  Stover  was  born  March  15, 
1836.  He  was  named  after  an  uncle,  Abram  Stover, 
of  Washington  County,  Ind.,  who  was  the  origi- 
nator of  the  name  Hoosier,  as  applied  to  Indiana 
or  the  inhabitants  of  that  state.  He  resided  with 
his  parents  until  he   was    twenty-one   years   old, 
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when  he  took  up  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  fol- 
lowed it  very  successfully,  while  he  has  engaged  in 
the  real-estate  business  since  he  has  been  in 
Chicago. 

At  Ladoga,  May  16,  1861,  Mr.  Stover  married 
Miss  Maggie  Alcock,  who  was  born  in  Verners 
Bridge,  County  Armaugh,  Ireland,  July  10,  1841, 
and  is  of  Protestant  descent.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children  all  of  whom  were  born 
in  Ladoga,  Ind.  William  N.  born  August  15, 
1862,  a  line  young  man,  cut  down  in  the  spring- 
time of  his  manhood,  received  his  final  summons, 
May  27,  1885;  George  Alcock,  born  May  30,  1866, 
married  Miss  Grace  Warner  of  Chicago,  April  20, 
1891;  and  Anna  Elizabeth,  born  December  29, 
1867,  married  Samuel  J.  Chapman  of  Chicago, 
April  12,  1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  are  the 
parents  of  two  children — Florence  Stover,  born 
July  16,  1889,  and  George  Arthur,  born  January 
13,  1891. 

In  1869  Mr.  Stover  removed  from  Ladoga  to 
Waubeck,  Linn  County,  Iowa,  but  three  years  later 
settled  permanently  in  Chicago.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  which  he  joined  at  Ladoga 
in  1863,  and  since  residing  in  Chicago  has  served 
for  nearly  sixteen  years  as  Deacon.  His  wife  is 
also  a  member  of  that  church,  which  she  joined  in 
New  York  city  in  1859,  and  they  have  continued 
devoted  to  its  interests  ever  since. 

J|OHN  R.  BONNELL,  the  present  Postmaster 
of  the  city  of  Crawfordsville,  is  one  of  the 
'  most  obliging  officials  that  this  city  has  ever 
had.  Mr.  Bonnell  was  born  six  miles  east 
of  this  city  October  2,  1858,  in  the  village  of 
Fredericksburg,  now  the  town  of  Mace.  He  was 
the  son  of  John  K.  and  Emily  (Benedict)  Bon- 
nell, who  were  married  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Bonnell,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  and  came  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  in 
1857.  With  Reuben  Smith  as  a  partner  he 
opened  a  wagon-making  shop,  and  continued  in 
the  business  a  long  time.  He  was  City  Treasurer 
three  terms.  He  was  eminently  successful  on  ac- 
count of  the  same  genial,  social  qualities  for  which 
his  son  is  so  noted. 


John  Bonnell  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  began  to 
clerk  in  a  store.  From  1872  to  1878  he  remained 
with  the  firm  of  Challis  Brothers,  and  with  J.  R. 
Challis  at  La  Fayette,  Logausport  and  Crawfords 
ville  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business.  In  1878  Mr. 
Bonnell  concluded  he  would  learn  what  he  could 
accomplish  in  the  way  of  business  for  himself, 
therefore  he  opened  a  small  store  for  the  sale  of 
cigars.  His  capital  amounted  to  $165,  and  he 
continued  in  this  business  until  18'JO,  when  the 
trade  had  become  very  large.  For  live  years  he 
had  engaged  in  jobbing,  and  made  money,  the 
sales  reaching  $40,000  per  annum. 

Since  1890  Mr.  Bonnell  has  been  engaged  in 
the  jobbing  grocery  business  also.  In  this  new 
venture  Mr.  Bonnell  showed  the  same  good  judg- 
ment which  has  always  characterized  his  business 
life,  having  selected  as  partners  men  concerning 
whose  business  qualifications  he  was  very  sure. 
The  grocery  stock  is  large  and  complete  with  the 
exception  of  coffee  aud  sugar;  the  sales  amount  to 
$140,000  annually,  and  the  house  requires  sev- 
eral traveling  men,  one  new  salesman  having  just 
been  added. 

The  appointment  of  Postmaster  was  made 
August  23,  1889,  and  in  September  Mr.  Bonnell 
took  charge  and  made  J.  H.  Cook,  a  veteran  sol- 
dier, his  first  assistant,  and  J.  D.  Tracy,  another 
veteran,  his  second  assistant.  Beside  these,  he 
has  a  delivery  and  stamping  clerk,  four  carriers 
aud  one  substitute.  The  office  receipts  amount  to 
over  $14,000  per  year.  Mr.  Bonnell  has  given 
great  satisfaction  and  has  thoroughly  conquered 
all  the  details  of  the  business.  He  is  an  ad- 
herent of  Harrison's  administration,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  County  and  Executive  Com- 
mittees. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bonnell  took  place  April 
17,  1879,  to  Miss  Fanny  Evans  of  La  Fayette,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  I.  A.  Evans  of  that  place. 
One  little  daughter,  Helen,  a  maid  of  five  years, 
brightens  their  home.  Mr.  Bonnell  has  been  very 
active  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  filled  the 
post  of  Eminent  Commander  of  Crawfordsville 
Commandery,  No.  25. 

Mr.  Bonnell    has  exemplified  in  his  career  the 
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results  of  close  application  and  energy  to  any 
given  object.  His  beginning  was  very  small,  but 
now  it  reaches  mammoth  proportions,  all  because 
he  has  managed  his  business  instead  of  permitting 
it  to  manage  him. 


^*^*^ 


,y   v   v    v  >.^,v.  v 


CHARLES  JOHNSTON,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  popular  public  men  of  Crawfordsville, 
is  the  senior  member  of  the  flourishing  law 
firm  of  Johnston  &  Johnston. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  born  April  10,  1853,  near 
Oreencastle,  Putnam  County,  Ind. ,  and  was  the 
son  of  Archibald  and  Sarah  (Keller)  Johnston. 
Charles  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  1881,  after 
his  majority  conducting  the  operations  there. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  common 
schools  and  later  at  an  academy  and  in  1878  he 
began  the  reading  of  law  in  preparation  for  his 
future  life-work.  Shortly  after  this  he  became  a 
student  in  the  law  department  of  the  Michigan 
University  and  graduated  from  there  in  the  class 
of  1880.  However,  he  still  called  the  farm  his 
home  for  two  years  longer  and  then  formed  the 
present  partnership. 

The  first  location  of  the  new  firm  was  at  Dar- 
lington and  was  continued  at  that  place  until 
their  office  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1885.  The 
loss  was  deeply  felt,  as  a  valuable  law  library  was 
thus  destroyed,  but  the  brothers  were  not  at  all 
dismayed.  However,  they  decided  that  as  a  new 
location  was  necessary  they  would  probably  find  a 
wider  field  if  they  settled  at  the  county  seat,  and 
consequently  moved  to  Crawfordsville.  Here,  in 
1884,  Charles  was  a  candidate  for  Prosecuting  At- 
torney for  the  district  composed  of  Montgomery 
and  Parke  counties,  but  was  defeated  by  Mr.  How- 
ard, of  Parke  County. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  Parke 
and  Montgomery  counties  were  divided  and  Mr. 
Johnston  was  at  once  appoiuted  by  Gov.  Isaac  P. 
Gray  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Montgomery 
County.  Mr.  Howard  appealed  to  the  courts, 
claiming  that  he  was  elected  for  the  entire  district 
and  could  not  be  deprived  of  part  of  his  territory 
by  legislative  action,  but  must  serve  out  his  term. 


Before  a  hearing  of  the  case  was  had  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  Mr.  Johnston  had  entered  upon  the 
official  duties  of  the  office  and  for  twenty  one  days 
applied  himself  assiduously  to  the  demands  of  the 
official  work.  However,  the  Supreme  Court  sus- 
tained the  claims  made  by  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr. 
Johnston  surrendered  the  office.  He  had  shown 
peculiar  fitness  for  the  position  in  the  short  time 
in  which  he  had  held  it. 

Charles  Johnston  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party  and  in  188S  was  made 
Chairman  of  the  County  Committees.  The  cam- 
paign of  that  year  was  conducted  under  his  per- 
sonal supervision  and  he  was  upon  the  stump 
almost  constantly  through  the  heat  of  the  conflict. 
He  has  a  pleasant  address  and  is  a  forcible,  logical 
speaker,  being  bold  and  fearless  in  defending  the 
fundamental  principles  of  Democracy,  and  no  voice 
is  heard  upon  the  hustings  that  carries  greater 
weight  with  it.  Mr.  Johnston  served  as  Chairman 
of  Union  Township  for  three  campaigns  and  con- 
ducted himself  in  such  an  agreeable  way  as  to  win 
many  friends  among  his  political  opponents. 

In  December,  1891,  Mr.  Johnston  was  elected 
by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  as  Attor- 
ney for  the  Board,  and  re  elected  in  December,  1892, 
his  investigation  and  research  into  matters  per- 
taining to  public  improvements  and  taxation  making 
him  a  desirable  advisor  and  counsellor  for  the 
county. 

Our  subject  was  married  February  10,  1882,  to 
Miss  Maggie  Jackman,  of  near  Crawfordsville,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Jackman,  and  the  pleasant 
residence  of  Mr.  Johnston  and  family  is  at  904 
West  Main  street.  Two  lovely  children.  Burl  R. 
and  Fannie,  are  the  children  who  welcome  Mr. 
Johnston  at  his  hearth,  but  he  sustained  a  severe 
loss  in  the  death  of  a  very  bright  little  fellow,  Earl, 
who  passed  away  upon   his  sixth  birthday. 

Personally,  Mr.  Johnston  possesses  a  fund  of 
social  qualities  and  he  is  a  welcome  companion  in 
whatever  gathering  and  under  all  circumstances. 
He  is  a  pleasant  after  dinner  speaker  and  while 
his  utterances  are  models  of  grace  and  faultless  in 
expression,  they  bear  a  sparkling  wit,  overflow 
with  good  feeling  and  are  the  expressions  of  a 
mind  not  darkened  by  vain  ambition. 
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JOHN  A.  GRANT.  Among  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Fountain  County,  Ind. ,  who 
have  attained  to  the  highest  round  in  the 
ladder  of  success,  and  who  are  counted 
among  its  most  worthy  and  honored  citizens,  may 
be  mentioned  Mr.  John  A.  Grant.  No  name 
stands  more  properly  placed  in  the  history  of  the 
county  than  his,  for  he  is  not  only  one  of  the  success- 
ful and  popular  business  men  but  is  of  such  a  social, 
genial  nature  that  he  has  made  many  friends.  He 
is  now  engaged  in  the  harness  and  saddlery  busi- 
ness in  Attica.  Man  owes  so  much,  both  in  the 
way  of  business  and  pleasure,  to  that  noble  animal, 
the  horse,  that  any  industry  which  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  supplying  of  the  horse  with  harness, 
saddles  or  trappings  for  his  better  utilization, 
should  surely  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  public 
benefactor. 

Mr.  Grant's  parents,  Martin  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Clawson)  Grant  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  The  father  came  to  Indiana  in  1824,  and, 
being  a  tanner  by  trade,  endeavored  to  start  a  tan- 
nery. Not  receiving  any  support  he  returned  to 
Ohio  the  following  year,  and  there  remained  until 
1826,  when  he  came  back  to  the  Hoosier  State  and 
started  his  tannery,  continuing  this  until  his  death 
in  December,  1846,  when  a  comparatively  young 
man.  He  at  first  did  his  tanning  in  a  hollow  log, 
but  later  built  up  quite  a  business,  and  accumu- 
lated considerable  wealth.  He  was  married  at 
Alliance,  Stark  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Clawson, 
who  lived  to  be  over  ninety  years  of  age,  dying  in 
1845.  Mr.  Grant  was  also  a  manufacturer  of 
boots  and  shoes  and  harness.  Of  the  nine 
children  born  to  this  estimable  couple  only  three 
are  now  living,  two  besides  our  subject,  viz. : 
Samuel,  who  left  Attica  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight,  and  now  resides  in  West  Haley,  Kans. ,  and 
Josiah,  now  in  Fountain  County. 

John  A.  Grant  was  born  in  Attica  on  November 
28th,  1834,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  he 
lived  about  four  years  with  an  uncle's  family,  and 
then  went  to  live  with  his  guardian,  Harley 
Greenwood.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  young 
Grant  began  learning  his  trade,  and  served  a  three 
years'  apprenticeship  with  D.  S.  &  D.  W.  Jordon, 
becoming  thoroughly   familiar  with   his   business 


before  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  His 
guardian  secured  a  shop  for  him  and  started  him 
in  business,  our  subject's  father  having  left  con- 
siderable property.  Mr.  Grant  started  out  for 
himself  in  1853,  and  continued  this  until  1859 
when  he  disposed  of  his  business  on  account  of 
failing  health  and  went  on  a  farm  near  Attica. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil  and  met  with  substantial  results,  becoming  the 
owner  of  a  farm  of  fifty-four  acres  (which  he  still 
owns),  and  being  prominently  identified  with  the 
stock-raising  interests  of  the  community. 

In  the  year  1879  Mr.  Grant  embarked  in  the 
harness  business  in  this  town  and  has  carried  this 
on  successfully  up  to  the  present  time.  When  he 
first  started  out  in  the  business  here  he  had  a  force 
of  from  six  to  fifteen  men,  and  carried  on  a  big 
enterprise.  He  is  still  doing  a  successful  business 
and  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Grant  was  in  sympathy 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  been  connected 
with  his  party  in  all  campaigns.  He  has  been 
township  Constable,  Assessor,  Trustee,  and  has 
held  other  positions,  discharging  the  duties  of  all 
in  an  able  manner.  He  served  his  town  for  seven- 
teen years  with  honor  and  credit. 

During  the  late  unpleasantness  between  the 
North  and  South,  or  on  the  13th  of  August,  1862, 
Mr.  Grant  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Eighty-sixth 
Regiment,  and  served  nine  months,  operating 
principally  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  At  Perry  - 
ville  he  was  under  Gen.  Rosecrans.  He  was 
discharged  on  account  of  ill  health,  but  in  1863  he 
returned  to  his  regiment  aB  sutler,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
when  he  found  it  necessary  to  return  home. 

Mr.  Grant's  nuptials  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Rowley 
were  celebrated  on  November  24,  185S,  and  three 
children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Olive,  Mrs. 
John  L.  Webber;  Anna,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Bruce, 
a  railroad  man,  who  now  resides  in  Los  Angeles, 
Cal. ;  and  Frank,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Grant  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  is  interested  in  all  good  work.  She  was  born 
near  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  July  20,  1840,  and  is 
related  to  Mrs.  J.  W.  Jordon,  Mrs.  David  Smith 
and   Mrs.    John  R.   Campbell.      Mr.  Grant  joined 
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the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Attica 
about  1857  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  that 
organization.  After  quite  a  severe  illness  Mr. 
Grant  was  called  from  his  earthly  labors  May  28, 
1893,  at  the  age  of  fifty  eight  years  and  six  months. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  a  Charter  Member  of  Burnside  Post, 
No.  54. 
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f|OHN  M.  REMLEY.  Among  the  agricultnr- 
w  I  ists  who  have  proven  in  this  county  that  a 
\J)  farmer  may  be  successful  in  his  calling  and 
also  be  an  important  factor  in  various  other 
interests,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch.  He  is  a  pleasant  social  gentleman,  an  in- 
telligent citizen  and  a  member  of  one  of  the  most 
important  families  in  the  county. 

John  M.  Remley  was  born  December  15,  1833, 
on  the  old  home  place,  one  and  a  half  miles  west 
of  Crawfordsville.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (McCaim)  Remley,  both  of  whom  came  from 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  to  this  county  in  1825.  On 
this  farm  Mr.  Remley  lived  and  died.  His  tan- 
yard  was  probably  the  first  in  the  county,  and  he 
carried  it  on  for  many  years.  His  birth  occurred 
in  1800  and  he  lived  to  pass  his  eightieth  year. 
His  wife  survived  him  about  ten  years,  and  died 
when  she  was  eighty-two.  Mr.  Remley  secured  a 
tract  of  land  consisting  of  three  hundred  acres,  of 
which  he  made  a  fine  farm,  and  here  reared  his 
family,  who  are  as  follows:  Elizabeth  A.,  a  maiden 
lady,  who  resides  on  the  old  home  place;  James 
O,  who  lives  near  Darlington;  Ruhanah;  John  M.  ; 
Ambrose,  who  resides  five  miles  west  of  Craw 
fordsville;  Daniel,  who  lives  eight  miles  east  of 
Crawfordsville;  William,  who  lives  five  miles 
northwest  of  Crawfordsville,  and  David,  who  lives 
at  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Remley,  Sr. ,  was  a  good  business  man,  took 
a  great  interest  in  improvements,  and  did  much  to 
build  up  both  rail  and  general  roads.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  a  strong  man  of  determined 
character  —  a  typical  pioneer.  John  M.  Remley 
was  reared  on  the  old  homestead,  learned  the  tan- 


ner's trade,  and  gave  that  occupation  attention 
until  he  was  about  thirty  years  old.  At  that  time 
the  tannery  ran  out  from  lack  of  bark.  He  did  a 
large  farming  business  while  still  with  his  father, 
assisted  by  his  five  brothers.  After  leaving  the 
tannery  he  soon  secured  a  farm  seven  miles  south 
of  Crawfordsville  and  carried  on  mixed  farming. 
This  he  continued  until  five  years  ago,  when,  hav- 
ing lost  his  house  by  fire,  became  into  Crawfords- 
ville and  is  interested  in  the  Citizens'  Bank,  in 
which  he  is  a  stockholder.  His  present  residence 
is  located  on  eleven  acres,  on  the  eastern  limit  of 
the  city,  where  he  has  a  handsome  brick  house  and 
beautiful  cultivated  grounds. 

John  M.  Remley  was  married  January  30,  1868, 
to  Miss  Margaret  E.  Gilliland,  a  native  of  this 
county,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Trous- 
deil)  Gilliland.  The  former,  born  May  2,  1807, 
died  May  19,  1889,  and  married  the  first  time 
December  20,  1832,  to  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Remley, 
who  was  born  June  22,  1813,  and  died  June  4, 
1844.  Mr.  Gilliland  married  a  second  time,  March 
9,  1848,  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Miller,  born  October 
29,  1826,  died  May  7,  1870.  Mr.  Gilliland  came 
from  Ohio  in  1834,  and  settled  five  miles  south  of 
Crawfordsville,  near  the  place  of  John  L.  Davis. 
His  wife  died  three  years  later  and  he  remarried, 
and  of  his  family  of  eleven  children  eight  are  still 
living,  all  in  this  county.  Mr.  Gilliland  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two.  He  had  been  a  tine  farmer 
and  stock-grower,  and  had  held  the  office  of  County 
Commissioner  for  three  terms.  He  was  an  active 
Democrat  in  politics,  a  popular  and  highly  respect- 
ed citizen,  and  also  was  an  active  mover  in  the 
building  of  good  roads.  Lydia  Jane  Gilliland, 
the  oldest  living  child,  lived  at  home  until  her 
father's  death,  but  since  then  has  made  her  home 
with  the  Remleys.  Her  father  was  a  successful 
farmer  and  owned  a  number  of  farms. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Remley  had  one  daughter,  Lilly 
May,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  P.  Brown,  of 
Alamo,  a  son  of  Dr.  I.  L.  Brown,  an  old  pioneer 
physician  of  Alamo.  The  family  have  been  mem 
bers  of  the  Christian  Church  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Remley  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
county.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  pays 
little  attention   to  political   matters,    although   he 
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keeps  abreast  of  the  times.  The  Remley  family  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  respected  in  the  county, 
and  Mr.  Remley  is  one  of  the  best  representatives 
of  its  most  pleasing  traits. 


JAMES  MARTIN,  grain -dealer.  In  giving  a 
list  of  the  principal  business  men  of  Attica, 
Ind.,  the  catalogue  would  be  incomplete  if 
mention  were  not  made  of  Mr.  Martin,  who 
is  well  known  throughout  his  section  as  an  exten- 
sive grain  dealer  and  a  prosperous,  enterprising 
and  honorable  man  of  affairs.  He  thoroughly  un- 
derstands every  detail  of  his  calling,  is  a  shrewd 
and  intelligent  purchaser,  and  as  a  result  is  firmly 
established  in  business  and  enjoys  a  comfortable 
competency. 

Mr.  Martin  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  on  July  19,  1825,  but  his  parents 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Marshall)  Martin  were  born 
in  Maryland.  The  fertile  prairies  of  the  west  had, 
however,  many  charms  for  them,  and  in  1839  they 
found  themseves  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  and 
in  1844  in  Keokuk,  Iowa.  In  the  last  mentioned 
place  they  made  their  home  until  the  father  was 
called  from  life  in  1876,  his  attention  having  been 
given  to  the  occupation  of  pork-packing,  at  which  he 
was  an  expert.  For  many  years  he  had  also  fol- 
lowed the  calling  of  a  merchant,  in  which  he  was 
likewise  successful. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  James  Martin  began 
serving  an  apprenticeship  at  the  saddler's  trade  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  about  four 
years,  then  worked  about  the  same  length  of  time 
at  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  after  which  he  followed  his 
parents  to  Iowa,  and  having  saved  some  money, 
engaged  in  general  merchandising,  and  for  four 
years  thereafter  did  a  fair  business.  At  about  the 
end  of  this  time  he  returned  to  Indiana  and  in  1S49 
opened  a  mercantile  establishment  at  Perryville, 
which  he  conducted  with  good  judgment  and  with 
fair  financial  results  until  1S51,  when  he  came  to 
Attica  and  began  buying  grain,  an  occupation  that 
has  received  his  attention  up  to  the  present  time, 
with  the  exception  of  the  years  from  1878  to  1882. 
During  the  long  period  during  which  Mr.  Mar- 


tin's attention  has  been  devoted  to  this  calling,  his 
reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing  has  uever 
been  questioned,  and  the  confidence  which  the 
people  have  in  him  has  never  been  abused.  He  is 
acknowledged  to  be  a  leader  in  the  business  affairs 
of  the  town,  and  his  intelligence,  enterprise,  integ- 
rity and  many  other  estimable  qualities  have  ac- 
quired for  him  a  popularity  not  derived  from  any 
factitious  circumstances,  but  which  is  a  permanent 
and  spontaneous  tribute  to  his  merit.  His  grain 
elevator,  which  was  built  when  the  canal  was  in 
operation,  has  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  thousand 
bushels.  During  his  career  he  has  been  in  part- 
nership with  various  men,  Peter  S.  Veeder  and  him- 
self being  associated  in  business  for  about  twenty- 
four  years.  He  was  also  associated  with  J.  T. 
Nixon  for  four  years,  but  his  sons  are  his  business 
partners  at  present. 

When  the  canal  was  first  opened  Mr.  Martin  also 
engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  but  when  the  railroad 
was  built  through  the  town  he  gave  up  that  enter- 
prise to  devote  his  time  wholly  to  the  business  of 
buying  grain,  which  has  reached  the  sum  of  one 
million  bushels  per  annum.  He  also  has  an  eleva- 
tor at  Williamsport.  He  has  always  been  a  very 
active  Republican,  and  in  1878  was  appointed  to 
the  position  of  Postmaster  of  Attica,  which  office 
he  held  four  years.  In  1851  he  was  married  in 
Perryville  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Gookins,  and  by  her  is 
the  father  of  the  following  children:  Lucius  G. , 
Postmaster  of  Attica;  Harry  C,  in  the  lumber 
business;  Fred  V.  and  James  R. ,  all  of  whom  are 
associated  in  business  with  Mr.  Martin.  He  has 
shown  his  approval  of  secret  organizations  by  join- 
ing the  Masons,  becoming  a  member  of  Attica 
Lodge,  No.  18,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

In  addition  to  the  business  above  mentioned 
Mr.  Martin  has  also  given  considerable  attention  to 
the  shipping  of  stock,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  tile 
factory  which  furnishes  employment  to  about 
twelve  men,  and  whose  annual  output  is  seven 
or  eight  hundred  thousand.  He  is  a  Director 
of  the  Farmers'  &  Merchants'  Bank,  is  Treas- 
urer and  a  director  of  the  City  Milling  Com- 
pany, and  has  been  interested  in  other  substan- 
tial   enterprises.       In    fact,  he    is    a    wide-awake 


472 


PORTRAIT   AND    BIOGRAPHICAL    RECORD. 


and  progressive  man  of  affairs,  as  are  also  bis  sons, 
who  are  associated  with  him  in  all  his  enterprises 
and  are  proving  themselves  to  be  shrewd  financiers. 
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SAMPSON  REED  is  the  Cashier  of  the  Citi- 
zen's State  Bank  of  Covington,  Ind.,  which 
/  is  one  of  the  most  popular,  strong  and 
flourishing  financial  institutions  of  the 
county.  The  bank  was  established  under  the 
name  of  J.  G.  Hardy  &  Company,  with  Mr.  Reed 
as  President,  but  these  gentlemen  ceased  opera- 
tions in  April,  1886,  and  the  bank  became  known 
as  the  Citizen's  Bank,  with  Mr.  Reed  as  President. 
On  the  20th  of  May,  1891,  it  was  organized  as  the 
Citizen's  State  Bank,  with  a  paid-up  capital  stock 
of  $40,000.  Its  directors  are  H.  H.  Dochterman; 
Samuel  Clark,  County  Treasurer;  and  Ora  Clark. 
All  the  facilities  consistent  with  sound  and  conserv- 
ative banking  are  extended  to  customers,  and  the 
institution  is  an  appreciated  factor  of  business  life 
in  Fountain  County.  The  bank  has  been  doing 
business  under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  and 
has  the  cordial  indorsement  of  leading  firms  and 
corporations  throughout  this  section  who  have 
opened  accounts  with  it.  Active  business  men  are 
pleased  with  the  methods  and  policy  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  under  the  sound  and  conservative  man- 
agement of  President  William  H.  Young  and  asso- 
ciates, it  is  prepared  to  extend  every  facility  con- 
sistent with  legitimate  banking  to  its  customers. 

The  building  in  which  the  business  is  carried  on 
was  erected  by  Mr.  Reed  in  September,  1888.  It 
is  a  model  of  convenience  and  good  taste,  is  well 
appointed  throughout,  and  is  a  credit  to  the 
town.  Cashier  Reed  is  a  recognized  authority  in 
hanking  and  finance,  a  vigorous  exponent  of  the 
soundest  principles  governing  the  same,  and  under 
his  guidance  the  bank  has  had  an  ever  widening 
career  of  usefulness  and  prosperity.  His  judg- 
ment is  exceptionally  sound,  and  he  is  at  all  times 
true  to  his  convictions,  his  reasons  for  them  being 
clear  and  well  defined.  In  this  institution  the 
public  has  a  most  valuable  addition  to  its  financial 
facilities,  the  bank  filling  a  long-felt  want,  and  re 


fleeting  the  highest  credit  upon   the  enterprise  of 
its  officers,  directors  and  stockholders. 

Sampson  Reed  was  born  in  Fleming  County, 
Ky. ,  February  5,  1826,  a  son  of  Stephen  and 
Elizabeth  (Castleman)  Reed,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  and  the  latter 
in  Kentucky.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  Clark  County,  Va.,  but  in  the  fall  of 
1826  became  a  resident  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.. 
and  entered  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Veedersbnrg, 
where  he  died  in  1866,  his  wife's  death  having  oc 
curred  in  1842.  Sampson  Reed  assisted  his  father 
on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty  three  years 
of  age,  then  began  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1857,  Mr.  Reed  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  F.  Brant,  of  Wayne- 
town,  after  which  he  settled  near  Shawnee  Mound 
in  Tippecanoe  County,  where  he  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  1868,  when  he  removed  to 
Newtown.  In  the  spring  of  1870  Covington  be- 
came the  scene  of  his  operations.  On  first  start- 
ing out  for  himself  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a 
threshing-machine  and  in  a  sawmill,  after  which 
he  tilled  the  soil  on  his  mother-in-law's  land  until 
his  removal  to  Tippecanoe  County.  From  that 
time  until  he  engaged  in  the  hanking  business,  he 
not  only  tilled  the  soil  but  also  handled  stock  and 
farm  property,  and  in  each  of  these  occupations 
showed  the  discriminating  judgment  and  sound 
good  sense  that  have  since  characterized  his  busi- 
ness transactions. 

Mr.  Reed  has  always  been  a  Democrat  but 
has  never  asked  for  office  at  the  hands  of  his 
party,  for  he  realized  that  to  conduct  his  affairs  as 
they  should  be  conducted,  required  his  undivided 
attention,  and  the  result  has  shown  the  wisdom  of 
his  views.  He  is  an  old  pro-slavery  Democrat  of 
pronounced  type.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  well  known  for 
her  earnest  Christian  character,  her  generosity, 
and  faithfulness  to  her  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Reed  have  no  children  of  their  own  but  they 
have  reared  one  child  from  infancy,  Mary  Ralston, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Lincoln  Gardner  of  Cov- 
ington. 


Abagai  l  Davis 
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II  SAAC  DAVIS  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Mont- 
gomery County  and  now  a  wealthy  retired 
J  farmer  of  Crawfordsville.  Mr.  Davis  was  born 
in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  October  17,  1821,  be- 
tween Hamilton  and  Cincinnati.  His  parents  were 
Maj.  Randolph  and  Abigail  (Hoel)  Davis,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  New  Jersey  who  went  with 
their  parents  into  Ohio  and  married  there  about 
1816,  in  the  fall  of  the  year.  Mr.  Davis  had 
thought  of  a  removal  to  Indiana  before  his  mar- 
riage, had  taken  a  horseback   trip   to  the   state  in 

1814  and  had  selected  land  in  the  northern  part  of 
this  county,  but  had  abandoned  it  on  account  of 
the  mysterious  milk-sickness.      In  the  summer  of 

1815  he  tilled  a  flat-boat  with  produce  and  sold  it 
down  the  river  and  in  this  way  obtained  enough 
money  to  enter  land  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county. 

This  land  was  niue  miles  south  of  Crawfords- 
ville and  here  Mr.  Davis  brought  his  bride  and 
four  children  in  1826.  The  primeval  forest  was 
all  about  them,  but  soon  a  clearing  was  made  and 
a  cabin  of  logs  was  erected  which  was  the  only 
one  within  a  radius  of  two  miles.  Soon  the  wood- 
man's ax  was  heard,  the  blackened  stumps  with 
their  peculiar  lonesome  look  proclaimed  that  here 
was  the  nucleus  of  a  home,  and  on  this  spot  were 
born  the  family  of  five  children.  Two  hundred 
acres  of  land  were  rapidly  cleared,  but  the  old 
family  home  has  never  been  torn  down  and  still  is 
owned  by  the  venerable  mother  of  our  subject,  who 
resides  now  in  Crawfordsville  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-nine  years,  surrounded  by  all  that  can 
make  her  last  days  comfortable. 

The  majority  of  the  family  of  Maj.  and  Mrs. 
Davis  lived  to  mature  years  and  their  names  were 
as  follows:  Jacob,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years,  was  a  pork-packer  of  Crawfordsville 
and  left  a  family  of  three  sons.  Thompson  died 
four  years  later  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years  and 
was  a  farmer  of  Scott  Township  in  this  county. 
Then  came  Isaac,  our  subject.  Eliza  never  mar- 
ried. Mary  is  Mrs.  John  Burgess  of  Scott  Town- 
ship. John  L.  lives  in  Union  Township.  Jemima 
and  Joshua  were  twins,  but  the  latter  died  in 
infancy  and  Jemima  married  Wesley  McKinley  of 
Crawfordsville. 


The  father  of  our  subject  became  the  owner  of 
fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  was  a  stock, 
trader  and  figured  in  state  military  matters  and 
became  a  Major.  His  death  occurred  in  Missouri 
a  few  years  after  the  war.  Isaac  grew  up  on  the 
farm  and  became  a  thorough  farmer,  growing  all 
of  the  cereals  and  also  flax.  When  he  reached  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  took  his  first  flight  from  home. 
As  there  were  no  railroads  through  his  section,  all 
of  the  produce  had  to  be  hauled  by  wagon.  He 
started  to  Chicago,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  miles, necessitating  a  trip  of  twelve  and  one- 
half  days  and  camping  out  by  the  roadside.  His 
load  was  flax-seed,  which  he  sold  for  seventy-five 
cents  per  bushel,  cash,  purchasing  with  the  money 
coffee,  sole  leather  for  shoes,  and  salt,  and  reached 
home  with  four  dollars  in  his  pocket.  His  ex- 
penses had  been  fifty  cents,  which  he  paid  for  hay 
for  the  horses,  he  having  taken  grain  and  food 
along  with  him.  One  of  the  men  he  traveled  with 
had  hauled  eighteen  bushels  of  wheat  for  a  party 
in  Terre  Haute,  which  he  sold  at  fifty  cents  a 
bushel,  or  $9  for  the  trip.  This  was  the  first  trip 
Isaac  ever  made  from  home. 

Mr.  Davis  remained  on  the  farm  until  he  was 
twenty  five  years  old,  when  he  married  Mrs.  Jes- 
sie Makepeace,  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  a  na- 
tive of  New  England.  He  then  settled  on  a  new 
farm  in  Ohio,  near  Cincinnati,  and  began  to  buy 
and  sell  land,  frequently  moving.  Usually  he 
bought  and  sold  improved  land.  After  about 
twelve  years  of  this  life  he  worked  his  way  back 
to  Montgomery  County,  and  located  a  mile  and  a 
half  south  of  Crawfordsville.  This  business  of 
dealing  in  land  he  has  kept  up,  watching  the  mar- 
ket and  buying  and  selling  at  the  right  times.  He 
has  had  over  three  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
now  owns  sixteen  hundred  acres  in  Brown,  Ripley, 
Wayne,  Coal  Creek  and  Union  Townships.  He  oper- 
ated a  six-hundred-acre  farm  in  Wayne  Township 
that  he  stocked,  and  his  last  home  farm  was  one 
of  one  thousand  acres,  where  he  lived  twelve 
years,  and  then  left  (three  years  ago)  to  move  into 
Crawfordsville.  Mr.  Davis  has  handled  large 
quantities  of  grain  and  stock  for  market,  and  usu- 
ally feeds  several  car-loads. 

Mr.   Davis  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Tenth  In- 
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diana  Regiment,  on  the  first  call  for  troops  and 
took  part  in  the  first  battle,  and  is  credited  with 
the  capture  of  the  first  rebel  taken  during  the  war. 
He  was  out  four  months,  and  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Rich  Mountain,  Va.  Mr.  Davis  was  elected 
Sheriff,  in  1862,  by  the  Democrats,  served  two 
years,  and  did  the  enrolling  in  the  county  for 
draft.  He  has  been  very  actively  identified  with 
the  party,  was  a  Douglas  Democrat,  and  sympa- 
thized strongly  with  the  Government.  During 
the  McClellan  campaign,  in  1S64,  he  was  much 
abused  by  the  Democrats,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  connected  with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Davis  has  a  beautiful  home  at  No.  107 
Grant  avenue,  in  Crawfordsville,  which  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  $8,000.  He  has  also  four  other  houses 
in  the  city.  Mr.  Davis  commenced  life  with  $250 
in  money,  a  horse,  and  a  change  of  clothes  in  his 
saddle-bags.  His  wife  had  $2,500  in  property. 
He  lost  her  after  twenty  five  years  of  married  life, 
about  1870.  She  was  a  woman  of  great  good  judg- 
ment, well  educated  and  very  judicious  in  the 
management  of  affairs.  About  one  year  and  a 
half  later  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Anna  Mc 
Makiu  and  three  children  resulted  from  this  mar 
riage,  namely:  Jessie,  a  girl  of  vim  and  determi- 
nation, who  graduated  in  the  high  school  in  the 
class  of  1891,  and  is  now  taking  the  full  course 
at  Wellesley;  Julia  and  Carrie,  both  of  whom  are 
in  the  class  of  1893  at  high  school.  Mrs.  Davis 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr.  Davis 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  development  of 
the  county  and  was  one  of  the  original  Directors 
of  the  Agricultural  Society.  They  are  among  the 
best  people  of  Crawfordsville. 

J  (AMES  W.  RATCLIFF,  a  farmer,  who  is 
I  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
'  Fountain  County  and  has  a  substantially 
improved  farm  on  Section  36,  Mill  Creek 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Parke  County,  this  Htate, 
and  was  born  March  15,  1846,  on  the  fine  old 
farm  that  his  father  improved  and  still  occu- 
pies. The  latter,  Miles  Ratcliff,  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and    a    sou   of    Thomas  Ratcliff,   who    was 


likewise  born  in  that  state,  was  reared  amid  pio- 
neer scenes  and  eventually  came  to  this  state  and 
cast  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Fountain 
County. 

Thomas  Ratcliff  lived  near  Danville  awhile  after 
coming  to  Indiana  prior  to  lo3ating  in  this  county 
on  the  place  where  Thomas  J.  Ratcliff  now  lives. 
He  was  the  first  white  man  to  settle  in  this  section, 
and  the  land  which  he  took  up  from  the  Govern- 
ment was  in  a  primeval  condition,  with  the  great 
forest  trees  of  centuries'  growth  standing  upon  it. 
He  bent  his  energies  to  clearing  it  and  putting  it 
under  cultivation,  and  in  time  made  of  it  a  pro- 
ductive farm.  He  bought  other  land  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  had  a  large  property.  The  old 
farm  was  once  a  part  of  the  hunting  grounds  of 
the  Indians,  at  least  it  belonged  to  their  domains, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  little  creek  that  runs  across 
it  is  preserved  the  memory  of  one  of  the  aborig 
ines  who  still  lingered  here  when  Mr.  Ratcliff  ap- 
peared upon  the  scene,  and  was  known  as  "Indian 
Green,"  the  stream  being  called  "Green." 

Miles  Ratcliff  grew  to  a  stalwart,  self  reliant 
manhood  on  the  old  home  place  in  this  township. 
His  educational  advantages  were  very  limited  in 
his  boyhood,  his  schooling  being  confined  entirely 
to  thirty  days'  attendance  iu  the  subscription 
schools  of  the  times.  He  was  naturally  of  a 
bright  mind,  however,  with  a  special  aptitude  for 
mathematics,  and  he  can  to-day  solve  any  problem 
in  the  old  Ray's  Arithmetic,  a  mental  feat  which 
would  be  difficult  for  many  of  the  scholars  of  our 
modern  schools  to  perform.  Mr.  Ratcliff  married 
the  daughter  of  an  old  settler  of  Sugar  Creek 
Township,  Parke  County,  and  after  marriage  lo- 
cated on  the  farm  that  he  has  ever  since  occupied. 
It  comprises  three  hundred  acres  of  good  farming 
land,  and  by  dint  of  hard  and  unremitting  labor 
he  has  brought   it  to  a  tine  condition. 

Mr.  Ratcliff's  first  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Susanna  Eubank,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of 
L.  C.  Eubank,  who  was  a  prominent  pioneer 
farmer  of  Parke  County.  He  was  of  English 
birth,  and  came  to  this  country  when  a  boy.  He 
lived  for  some  time  in  Dearbon  County  before  set- 
tling in  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Parke  County, 
where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed.      For 
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his  second  wife  Mr.  Ratcliff  married  Mis?  Jane 
Angel,  of  Putnam  County,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children:  Sarah  O,  Susan  A.  and  Miles  A. 
Six  children  were  born  of  the  first  marriage,  of 
whom  five  are  living:  Mary  Ann,  James  W.,  Jacob 
W. ,  Jonathan  A.,  and  Charles  A.  Louisa  was  the 
name  of  the  one  that  died. 

Mr.  Ratcliff  is  actively  identified  with  the  relig- 
ious interests  of  his  community  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  politics 
he  is  an  unswerving  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ten  years, 
and  in  every  way  he  has  been  faithful  to  his  duties 
as  a  citizen,  and  in  all  his  relations  with  others,  as 
husband,  father,  neighbor,  friend. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  life  sketch  was  reared 
under  wholesome  home  influences  and  obtained  a 
practical  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  county.  He  remained  with  his  father  until 
he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  assisting  him  in 
the  management  of  his  farm  and  he  then  took  pos- 
session of  the  farm  he  still  owns  in  Mill  Creek 
Township,  his  father  having  bought  and  deeded 
the  place  to  him  and  his  sister  and  he  purchased 
his  sister's  interest  in  it.  It  comprises  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  of  great  fertility,  and  the  soil 
is  well  tilled  and  the  buildings  are  ample  and  well 
built,  including  a  large  and  well  appointed  frame 
residence,  erected  in  1887.  Mr.  Ratcliff  is  thor- 
oughly practical  in  carrying  on  his  farming  opera- 
tions, using  sound  sense  and  good  judgment  in 
whatever  he  does,  and  readily  adopting  new  meth- 
ods where  advisable.  He  makes  it  a  point  to  have 
only  stock  of  the  best  grades  and  his  horses  for 
general  purposes  are  the  best  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Ratcliff  was  first  married  March  25,  1871, 
to  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of  Ambrose  Day.  Her 
father  was  formerly  a  prominent  farmer  of  Mill 
Creek  Township,  but  is  now  living  in  retirement 
at  Veedersburg.  After  his  marriage  our  subject 
brought  his  bride  to  this  place,  but  their  wedded 
life  was  of  brief  duration,  as  she  died  December 
24,  1871.  Mr.  Ratcliff' s  marriage  to  his  present 
wife  was  solemnized  August  25,  1872.  Her  maid- 
en name  was  Rulana  Clem,  and  she  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Clem,  an  early  settler  of  Warren 
County  and  now  a  resident  of  Danville,  111.     Two 
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children  complete  the  pleasant  and  attractive  home 
circle  of  our  subject  and  wife:  Samuel  M.,  who 
has  recently  been  graduated  from  the  public 
schools  and  Nettie  Ellen. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ratcliff  are  deservedly  held  in 
high  estimation  throughout  the  community,  as  they 
possess  in  a  full  degree  those  qualities  of  head 
and  heart  that  win  respect  and  confidence.  The 
Christian  Church  finds  in  them  valued  members, 
who  give  with  liberality  and  cheerfulness  of  their 
means  to  help  carry  it  on  successfully.  Mr.  Rat- 
cliff's  politics  are  of  the  Democratic  order.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  is 
a  Notary  Public.  He  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  was  a  charter 
member. 

AVID  T.  RIDGE,  a  highly  respected  cit- 
11  izen  of  Crawfordsville,  is  a  pleasant  gentle- 
man whose  sixty  eight  years  of  the  ups 
and  downs  of  life  have  added  greater  rich- 
ness to  a  true  and  kindly  manhood.  He  is  a 
merchant  tailor  and  has  his  place  of  business  at 
No.  110.V  West  Washington  street.  While  not  one 
of  our  wealthy  men,  he  gains  a  moderate  income, 
doing  excellent  work,  and  has  a  home  that  he  may 
well  feel  satisfied  with.  It  is  located  at  No.  610 
West  Main  street. 

Mr.  Ridge  first  saw  the  light  in  Warren  County, 
Ohio,  February  29,  1824.  His  father  was  named 
Thomas,  his  mother,  Jane.  The  latter  died  when 
our  subject  was  eight  years  old.  There  is  one 
brother,  Joshua,  who  was  a  wagon-maker  and 
merchant  at  Ladoga. 

Mr.  Ridge  began  to  learn  his  trade  at  Waynes- 
ville,  Ohio,  serving  seven  years  as  an  apprentice. 
He  then  opened  a  shop  at  the  place  before  men- 
tioned, which  shop  he  took  charge  of  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  then  clerked  for  another  year  and  a 
half  in  a  store  at  Centerville,  after  which,  in  April, 
1847,  he  came  to  Crawfordsville.  His  first  work 
here  was  clerking  in  a  store;  he  held  that  position 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  then  clerked  at  La  Fayette 
for  some  months. 

Mr.  Ridge  now  rented  a  paper-mill  and  became 
a  partner  in  the  same,  continuing  in  that  business 
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for  a  few  months;  but  as  this  did  not  pay  he  re- 
turned to  Crawfordsville  and  accepted  another 
clerkship,  this  time  in  a  large  distillery — that  of 
Matlock  &  Hunt — using  three  hundred  bushels  of 
grain  per  day.  He  remained  here  eighteen 
months  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Matlock,  then,  in 
partnership  with  Joseph  F.  Galey,  opened  a  gro- 
cery store  in  this  place,  keeping  at  the  business 
about  four  years  and  building  up  a  large  trade. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business.  This 
was  in  the  year  1857,  and  owing  to  the  hard  times 
he  failed,  after  a  trial  of  one  year  and  a  half. 
Soon  after  he  returned  to  the  grocery  business. 

In  1858  Mr.  Ridge  was  elected  County  Auditor. 
Before  this  he  had  held  local  township  offices.  He 
was  elected  by  the  Republicans,  being  the  first 
Auditor  of  that  party  to  be  elected  in  the  county. 
His  work  in  this  position  was  most  satisfactory ; 
but.  at  the  next  election,  after  a  hard  struggle  on 
the  part  of  his  friends,  he  was  defeated  by  being 
counted  out,  and  a  Democrat  was  elected  in  his 
place. 

In  1862  Mr.  Ridge  bought  out  a  tailor  shop  and 
continued  the  business  one  year.  He  then  became 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  McClure,  Fry  &  Com- 
pauy,  general  merchandise,  and  was  a  partner 
there  for  five  years,  selling  from  $80,000  to 
$100,000  worth  of  goods  per  annum.  But  at  the 
end  of  the  time  mentioned  he  was  no  better  off 
than  at  the  beginning.  He  then  learned  the  pho- 
tograph trade,  opening  a  gallery  in  Crawfords- 
ville; but  after  two  years  abandoned  it  and  recom- 
menced the  tailoring  trade,  about  1870,  in  which 
business  he  is  now  engaged,  as  stated  above.  He 
has  a  large  line  of  samples  and  does  a  tine  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Ridge  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Galey,  who 
was  born  in  Brown  Township  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Galey.  Their  children  are  Gifford,  who 
resides  at  Crawfordsville;  William  R. ,  a  tailor, 
and  Emma  H.,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  F. 
Carver,  a  lumber  dealer. 

As  has  been  before  stated,  Mr.  Ridge  has  not 
made  a  fortune,  but  his  life  has  been  an  interesting 
one,  full  of  change  and  incident.  Perhaps  some- 
thing of  a  spirit  of  adventure  anil  love  for  variety 
has  prompted  the  trial  of  new  means  for  advance 


ment,  new  scenes  and  different  occupations.  The 
main  end  to  be  achieved  was  to  gain  a  competence 
and  an  honorable  position  in  the  community,  as 
well  as  to  lead  an  upright  life  for  his  own  con- 
science'sake, —  all  this  he  has  done,  and  Craw- 
fordsville is  glad  to  welcome  all  like  him. 
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/P^EORGE  B.  FAUST,  whose  residence  is  at 
i  w.  No.  106  West  Chestnut  street,  is  a  retired 
\sl\  farmer.  It  would  seem  that  there  is  some 
"  thing  in  the  occupation  of  farming  that 
develops  strength  of  mind  and  body,  and  makes  a 
man  more  fully  a  man.  At  least  it  is  well  known — 
too  much  so,  perhaps,  to  require  mention — that 
many  of  our  grandest  characters  have  been  reared 
on  a  farm.  Looking  over  the  record  of  this 
County,  the  old  truth  holds  good,  and  in  no  case 
more  decidedly  than  in  that  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Faust's  birthplace  is  in  Union  Township, 
five  miles  south  of  Crawfordsville,  and  on  Septem- 
ber 2,  1833,  he  made  his  first  appearance  upon  the 
stage  of  life  where  he  was  to  play  so  important  a 
part.  His  parents,  Aaron  and  Sarah  (Bird)  Faust, 
were  from  Ohio,  in  which  state  they  were  married. 
His  mother  was  a  native  of  Lehigh  County,  Pa., 
and  came  to  Montgomery  County  about  1825.  His 
father  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  at  the 
good  old  age  of  eighty  four.  The  latter  has  been 
married  twice,  his  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  having  been  dead  some  years.  His  second 
wife,  Emily  Crane,  died  five  or  six  years  ago.  There 
was  only  one  child  from  this  second  marriage, 
Sarah,  Mrs.  James  Kaplinger,  who  died  four  years 
ago.  The  children  by  Mr.  Faust's  first  wife  were 
Mary  Ann,  Mrs.  Thomas  Surface,  of  Hoopeston, 
111. ;  George  B. ;  John,  who  lives  five  miles  south 
of  Crawfordsville;  Catherine,  who  became  Mis. 
Albert  Kelsey  and  died  fifteen  years  ago  at  the  age 
of  thirty;  Matilda,  Mrs.  Henry  Douglas,  who  died 
about  ten  years  ago;  and  Hanna,  Mrs.  Alex  Bowers, 
who  also  died  when  about  thirty  years  old. 

Mr.  Faust,  senior,  always  lived  on  his  old  place, 
where  George  was  reared  and  where  he  remained 
until  he  was  married,  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two.      His  marriage  day  was  June  6,  and  he  led  to 
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the  altar  Miss  Martha  Margaret  Rice,  daughter  of 
Abraham  and  Margaret  (Lydick)  Rice,  of  Kentucky, 
both  of  whom  have  been  dead  for  seventeen  years. 
The  young  daughter  came  to  Crawfordsville  in 
1852.  She  was  born  July  13,  1831,  near  Lexing- 
ton, Fayette  County,  Ky.  The  newly  married 
couple  settled  on  a  farm  near  New  Market,  Mr. 
Faust  buying  eighty  acres  of  land.  Fifteen  or 
sixteen  years  later  he  traded  this  for  a  farm  one 
mile  north  of  New  Market,  where  he  lived  till  four 
years  ago,  his  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  making 
a  line  piece  of  property.  He  is  the  owner  of  a 
threshing-machine  whose  operation  is  a  source  of 
profit.  In  March,  1887,  he  moved  to  Crawfords- 
ville, renting  his  farm.  He  also  owns  several 
houses.  Mr.  Faust's  sons,  John  W.  and  Levi  R., 
are  proprietors  of  the  Mill  Supply  &  Oil  Company, 
at  Crawfordsville,  and  have  a  fine  business,  the 
only  one  of  the  kind  here.     Both  live  in  the  city. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  P'aust  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  Mrs.  Faust  having  been  connected 
with  that  church  since  she  was  sixteen  years  old. 
She  is  a  faithful  and  earnest  worker  for  the  cause 
of  Christianity,  and  is  one  who  would  be  greatly 
missed  should  her  help  be  taken  away.  She  is 
altogether  a  pleasant,  estimable  woman  and  one 
who  has  warm  friends  in  the  community. 

George  B.  Faust  is  a  Democrat,  although  he 
does  uot  engage  very  actively  in  politics,  his  influ- 
ence being  of  the  quiet  kind  which  makes  itself 
felt  without  effort  on  the  part  of  the  one  from 
whom  it  proceeds.  Doubtless  he  inherits  much 
from  his  father,  who  is  a  grand  old  man,  with  the 
rugged  strength  that  characterizes  many  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  our  country.  He  was  one  of 
these  pioneers,  and  one  of  the  most  worthy  to  be 
specially  noted.  He  carved  out  his  fortune  in  a 
quiet  way,  yet  with  a  reserve  power  that,  under 
other  circumstances,  might  have  made  him  an 
important  factor  in  the  government  of  the  nation. 
As  we  have  said,  his  son  inherits  this  strength,  both 
physical  and  mental.  He  is  a  man  of  marked 
features,  large  and  athletic  in  build,  a  powerful 
man  in  every  way  and  with  a  military  bearing  that 
adds  much  to  his  appearance.  In  this  case,  the 
outward  semblance  is  a  true  representation  of  the 


inward  man,  for  he  is  one  who  is  looked  up  to  as  a 
leader,  while  he  commands  the  respect  of  all,  and 
the  warm  regard  of  many  friends. 

KF\  EV.    GEORGE    WASHINGTON    STAF- 

k*^    FORD  is  a  name  that  for  many  years  has 
1^  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the  Meth- 
V  odist  Church  of  the  state  of  Indiana  and 

better  still,  has  been  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of 
both  the  high  and  low,  to  whom  Mr.  Stafford  has 
ministered  with  zeal  and  Christian  affection. 

The  honored  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
September  24,  1815,  in  Mechanicsburg,  Bland 
County,  Va. ,  his  father,  Thomas  Stafford,  having 
owned  the  land  and  laid  out  that  town.  The  birth 
of  the  latter  took  place  at  Enniskillen,  Ireland, 
although  he  was  of  English  ancestry.  The  father 
of  Thomas  was  named  John  Stafford,  and  he  set- 
tled in  Virginia  in  1775,  where  Thomas  became  a 
large  landholder  and  business  man.  The  latter 
married  Miss  Ruth  Neal,  of  Monroe  County,  Va. , 
and  in  1832  he  came  to  Indiana  and  settled  at  At- 
tica, Fountain  County,  Ind.  Here  he  became  an 
extensive  farmer  and  lived  until  his  death,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1847.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
April,  1862. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Stafford  con- 
sisted of  seven  sons  and  three  daughters  and  all 
lived  to  maturity.  Our  subject,  the  fourth  child,  is 
one  of  the  children  still  living.  One  sister,  Eliza- 
beth, died  May  24,  1893,  and  Mary  Ann  lives  in 
Fountain  County,  the  wife  of  William  Sharp,  in 
Attica.  His  one  brother,  Oscar  F. ,  is  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  Chicago.  The  eldest  brother 
of  our  subject  was  a  large  land  owner  at  Monticello, 
Ind.,  and  died  there  in  1856.  Of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  Lewis  B.  and  William  N.  settled 
near  Attica.  All  of  the  family  of  the  former  are 
dead,  but  the  son  and  daughter  of  the  latter  still 
reside  there.  Granville  died  in  Warren  County  in 
1849,  and  Hugh  A.  died  at  home  in  his  twenty- 
second  year  in  1848.  A  young  sister,  Cynthia  M., 
died  in  girlhood  in  1847.  And  so  passed  the  rel- 
atives of  our  subject  to  the  other  shore. 
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Mr.  Stafford  was  reared  at  home  until  nearly 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  began  teaching  school 
at  the  age  of  eigbteen  years.  He  went  to  Virginia 
and  shortly  after  he  became  interested  in  serious 
matters  and  connected  himself  witb  the  ministry. 
After  a  time  spent  in  teaching  in  his  native  state 
he  returned  to  Indiana  in  1837,  and  in  1840  he 
was  ordained  at  Indianapolis,  but  was  given  a 
charge  at  Newtown,  Fountain  County,  and  re- 
mained one  year  and  was  then  sent  one  year  to 
Frankfort,  in  Clinton  County,  before  ordination. 
After  this  solemn  event  Mr.  Stafford  was  stationed 
at  Richmond,  Ind.,  for  two  years,  and  from  1852 
to  1853  he  was  placed  at  Crawfordsville.  From 
1840  to  1849  he  filled  appointments  on  a  circuit. 
One  mission  field  at  this  time  was  at  Rensselaer. 

Mr.  Stafford  filled  the  posts  of  his  church  at 
Frankfort  for  two  years,  at  Valparaiso  for  two  years, 
at  Greeucastle  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  at 
Rjckville  for  two  years.  At  the  opening  of  the 
war,  in  1861,  he  bought  his  present  farm  on  the 
outskirts  of  Crawfordsville  and  has  since  served  on 
circuit  work  with  his  home  at  this  place,  minister- 
ing to  his  old  circuit  at  Newtown  in  1861.  In 
1863  Mr.  Stafford  enlisted  as  chaplain  in  the  For- 
tieth Indiana  Infantry,  organized  at  La  Fayette, 
and  he  remained  one  year.  He  saw  service  in 
Georgia  and  was  with  his  regiment  in  the  battles 
of  Cbickamauga  and  Mission  Ridge.  He  followed 
Sherman  to  Atlanta,  where  after  encouraging 
many  and  performing  over  hundreds  the  last  sad 
office,  Mr.  Stafford  was  himself  stricken  with 
illness,  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  then  resigned 
and  came  home.  Mind  and  body  had  sickened  at 
the  terrible  sights  he  had  been  forced  to  contem- 
plate, but  as  soon  as  health  was  restored  he 
returned  to  ministerial  work. 

In  1866  Mr.  Stafford  was  placed  on  the  super- 
anuated  list  (a  beautifnl  feature  of  that  denomina- 
tion) and  has  since  then  passed  his  days  quietly 
upon  the  farm.  Here  he  has  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  mainly  adjoining  the  city  on  the  east. 
In  his  ministerial  work  Mr.  Stafford  has  had  much 
encouragement  and  is  a  Methodist  preacher  of  the 
old  school,  believing  in  revivals  for  the  quickening 
of  the  Spirit.  In  his  fervent  zeal  he  has  been  able 
to  count  from  two   to  three   hundred   converts  at 


each  place  where  he  has  ministered,  and  the  grand 
total  of  thirty- five  hundred  souls  have  experienced 
religion  under  his  efforts.  From  seven  to  eight 
hundred  couples  have  been  joined  in  holy  matri- 
mony through  his  ministrations. 

In  his  political  opinions  Mr.  Stafford  has  always 
been  a  Republican  and  has  gone  as  delegate  to 
conventions  of  the  party.  The  temperance  ques- 
tion has  always  been  one  upon  which  he  has  had 
strong  opinions.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Stafford 
took  place  March  24,  1842,  to  Miss  Rachel  R. 
Stitt,  the  daughter  of  Hon.  James  Stitt,  who  was 
Circuit  Court  Judge  for  twenty-one  years  and  who 
died  in  1844.  The  family  of  Rev.  Mr.  Stafford  is 
as  follows,  viz.:  James  T. ,  a  minister,  located  at 
Monon,  Ind.;  John  M.,  a  minister  of  Crawfords- 
ville; William,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  east  of 
Crawfordsville;  Sarah  A.,  deceased;  George  Wash- 
ington, a  graduate  of  Wabash  College  and  a  pro- 
fessor in  the  public  schools  of  Seattle,  Wash.; 
Eddie  A.,  a  graduate  of  both  Wabash  and  Rush 
Medical  Colleges,  at  Tacoma,  Wash. ;  Robert  and 
Oscar,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Mary  R.  and 
Elizabeth,  both  at  home.  They,  with  their  most 
excellent  mother,  surround  the  declining  years  of 
the  husband  and  father  with  affectionate  care. 

No  more  successful  nor  respected  life  among  the 
pioneer  ministers  of  his  church  can  be  found  than 
that  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  have  briefly 
written. 

EV.  WILLIAM  WILMER.  This  popular 
and  much  esteemed  minister  of  the  Gospel 
resides  in  Attica  and  presides  over  the 
Presbyterian  congregations  in  that  city  and 
in  Williamsport.  He  was  born  four  miles  from 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1838, 
and  is  a  son  of  Henry  L.  and  Mary  (Brown)  Wil- 
mer,  natives  of  Maryland  and  New  Jersey  respect- 
ively, the  father  born  in  Baltimore,  and  the  mother 
in  Salem,  near  Philadelphia.  When  twenty-oue 
years  of  age  the  father  went  to  Cincinnati,  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  that  city,  and  to  this  brought 
his  bride.  They  resided  on  this  farm  for  sixty 
years,  or  until  they  were  aged  people.      Honorable 
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and  upright,  they  were  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  were  favored  with  their  acquaintance. 

William  Wilmer  remained  on  his  father's  farm 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  graduated  from 
Farmer's  College,  near  his  old  home,  in  the  class 
of  1860.  He  had  to  depend  mainly  on  his  own 
exertions  for  an  education,  and  taught  school  for 
the  means  to  take  him  through  college.  In  the 
year  1S60,  after  graduating,  he  taught  the  full  year 
near  bis  home,  after  which  he  entered  the  semi- 
nary at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  Later  he  returned  to  Cin- 
cinnati and  entered  Lane  Seminary,  where  he  com- 
pleted the  course  in  the  class  of  1864.  He  is  an 
alumnus  of  each  of  these  institutions  and  has 
recently  attended  commencement  exercises  at 
Lane. 

Mr.  Wilmer' s  first  pulpit  work  was  during  his 
vacation  in  1863  at  Rockville,  Parke  County,  Ind. , 
where  he  was  associated  with  the  Rev.  JohnHawkes, 
one  of  the  best  known  ministers  of  western  Indiana. 
After  graduating,  he  accepted  a  pastorate  at  Mon- 
tezuma, Ind.,  in  the  Crawfordsville  Presbytery, 
where  he  was  ordained  in  September,  1865.  After 
spending  two  and  a  half  years  at  Montezuma  he 
had  charge  of  the  church  at  Monticello  for  one 
year.  The  year  following  was  devoted  to  the 
Home  Mission  Work  of  Carroll  County,  Ind.  In 
1869  he  assumed  charge  of  the  church  at  Williams- 
port,  to  which  he  devoted  two  years  exclusively, 
when  he  was  asked  to  include  the  church  at  Attica 
in  his  charge.  The  latter  church  was  not  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition  at  that  time,  and  it  was 
through  his  exertions  and  business  tact  that  its 
condition  was  bettered.  He  entered  upon  the 
double  duty  with  misgivings,  but  the  result  has 
shown  the  wisdom  of  the  course. 

For  twenty  years  Mr.  Wilmer  has  preached  al- 
ternately at  each  church,  and  during  that  time  he 
has  given  faithful  attention  to  every  detail  in  busi- 
ness matters,  has  proffered  sound  advice  and  in- 
struction to  his  auditors,  and  has  cultivated 
relations  of  close,  faithful  friendship  with  his 
parishioners.  He  has  strengthened  and  improved 
the  two  churches  in  every  way.  While  it  was 
at  first  intended  that  the  arrangement  be  a  tem- 
porary one,   it  has  never  been  thought   advisable 


for  either  party  to  separate  since.  The  member- 
ship in  each  church  has  kept  pace  with  the 
growth  of  the  country,  and  a  new  church  build- 
iug  has  been  erected  at  Williamsport.  Both 
churches  are  in  a  fine  healthy  financial  condition, 
and  the  people  take  an  active  interest  in  both 
the  church  and  its  pastor.  He  has  been  instru- 
mental in  bringing  many  to  the  feet  of  Christ, 
and  is  a  man  of  strong  will,  clear  conceptions, 
generous  impulses  and  fine  sensibilities,  that 
make  him  scrupulously  tender  of  the  rights  of 
others. 

Mr.  Wilmer' s  sermons  are  tilled  with  earnest 
religious  appeals,  biblical  citations,  historic  ref- 
erences, poetic  gems,  and  sincere  reasoning.  He 
is  a  most  pleasant  gentleman  to  meet  and  is  uni- 
versally popular  with  his  congregation.  His  con- 
stant ministration  to  his  people  for  twenty  years 
has  endeared  him  to  their  hearts  in  ties  of  the 
closest  friendship  and  love.  Mr.  Wilmer  is  a 
man  of  liberal  views.  Though  not  in  sympathy 
with  the  radical  ideas  of  such  men  as  Dr.  Briggs 
he  is  in  full  accord  with  those  who  have  worked 
for  the  modification  and  revision  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian articles.  He  is  not  given  to  extreme  views, 
and  while  a  strict  Prohibitionist,  he  does  not  be- 
lieve that  the  best  results  can  be  obtained  through 
the  Prohibition  party. 

In  personal  appearance  Mr.  Wilmer  is  tall,  has 
a  vigorous  body,  and  a  fine  open  countenance. 
He  was  married  in  May,  1865,  to  Miss  Kate  F. 
Wood,  one  of  his  former  pupils.  She  died  on 
the  25th  of  January,  1873,  at  Williamsport. 
On  the  18th  of  September,  1875,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lizzie  K.  Peabody,  a 
classmate  of  his  first  wife  at  Oxford  Seminary, 
Ohio.  Miss  Peabody  was  born  in  Henneker,  N. 
H. ,  and  is  the  daughter  of  a  prominent  physi- 
cian of  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilmer  are 
the  parents  of  one  child,  now  deceased,  and  two 
daughters:  Edna  and  Lizzie,  both  of  whom 
graduated  at  the  Western  Female  Seminary  at 
Oxford,  Ohio,  the  former  in  the  class  of  1886, 
and  in  the  latter  in  1888.  Both  are  teachers 
and  very  intelligent  young  ladies.  They  are  by 
the  first  wife. 
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\ILLIAM  EVERMONT  STONE,  a  sub- 
stantial citizen  and  one  of  the  most 
lfl  prominent  cburch  members  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  was  born  in  Livingstone 
county,  Ky. ,  on  the  Cumberland  river,  March  12, 
1826.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Johnston)  Stone,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  who 
had  come  to  Kentucky  with  their  parents. 

In  1841,  his  father  haviug  died  some  eight  years 
previously,  William  E Vermont's  mother,  then  a 
widow,  came  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and 
settled  in  Brown  Township.  Her  first  husband, 
for  she  was  a  widow  at  the  time  of  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Stone,  was  G.  B.  King.  Her  family  at 
the  date  mentioned  above  consisted  of  George  B. 
King,  aged  about  sixteen;  Sallie  King,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Thomas  P.  Davis  of  Montgomery 
County;  Jane,  who  married  John  Henderson  of 
Covington;  Mary,  afterward  the  wife  of  Owen 
Owens  and  now  deceased;  William  E.,  then  aged 
fourteen;  James,  aged  twelve;  and  two  younger 
girls,  Susan  and  Nancy. 

Not  being  able  to  buy  land,  the  mother  rented  a 
farm  and,  with  the  assistance  of  her  sons,  managed 
to  get  along  quite  comfortably.  When  William 
was  sixteen  years  old,  he  went  to  work  for  a  broth- 
er-in-law, Thomas  Davis,  with  whom  he  lived  till 
he  became  nearly  of  age,  at  which  time  he  had  a 
horse,  saddle  and  bridle  to  show  for  his  four 
years'  service,  and  had  been  given  six  months' 
schooling. 

In  September,  1846,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Conner  and  began  business  for  himself, 
renting  land  for  three  years,  when  he  managed  to 
purchase  eighty  acres  and  settled  upon  that  to 
make  his  home.  He  was  successful  from  the  first 
and  by  his  ability  and  strict  attention  to  his 
work,  gained  a  comfortable  living.  At  this  time 
his  mother  made  her  home  with  him,  and  about 
five  years  later  he  suffered  the  toss  of  his  wife. 

December  23,  1853,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Sallie  Graham  Van  Cleave,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Polly  (Brown)  Van  Cleave.  Her  father  was 
a  cousin  of  the  noted  character,  Elder  M.  M.  Van 
Cleave,  and  like  him  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Brown  Township,  his  father  having  come  there 
from     Kentucky    as    early    as    1826.      Mr.  Stone 


added  to  his  original  tract  of  land,  and  for  thirty 
years  was  engaged  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
farming,  and  but  slightly  connected  with  other 
business  operations.  That  he  was  successful  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  his  home  bore  a  wide  repu- 
tation as  being  a  model  farm.  In  1883  he  de- 
cided to  make  a  change,  and  moved  into  the  village 
of  Brown's  Valley;  but  after  four  years  spent 
there  he  changed  his  place  of  residence  to 
Crawfordsville. 

Mr.  Stone  has  of  late  years  been  engaged  in 
shipping  stock,  and  has  also  become  identified 
with  the  banking  interests  of  Ladoga,  though  his 
immediate  personal  attention  has  not  been  given 
to  the  conduct  of  that  institution.  For  nearly 
twenty  years  Mr.  Stone's  health  has  not  suffered 
him  to  engage  freely  in  the  laborious  duties  in  - 
cident  to  farming,  and  haviug  acquired  a  fair 
competence,  he  has  endeavored  to  live  easily  and 
in  a  rather  quiet  way. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  have  not  been  blessed  with 
children,  but  a  brother's  daughter,  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth, was  reared  by  them  from  infancy.  She  is 
now  the  wife  of  George  W.  Wassou,  and  her 
daughter,  Stella,  who  is  much  beloved  by  her 
friends,  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  graduating 
class  of  the  high  school. 

Mr.  Stone  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and,  while 
never  an  office-seeker,  his  energies  are  devoted  to 
the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  his  party,  and 
through  that  to  the  welfare  of  the  country. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  strict  communicants  of 
the  Regular  Baptist  Church,  and  no  member  is 
more  liberal  in  the  support  of  the  church,  or  more 
earnest  in  its  missionary  and  general  society  work. 
No  little  credit  is  due  these  estimable  people  for 
the  erection  of  the  new  church,  which  is  now  an 
assured  fact. 

In  connection  with  Mr.  Stone's  life  it  will  be  in 
teresting  to  note  other  members  of  the  family: 
His  brother  James,  father  of  Elizabeth,  spoken  of 
above,  died  seven  years  since.  His  sister  Susan 
married  James  Ellis  and  had  two  sons,  William 
and  James,  and  after  the  loss  of  her  husband,  be 
came  the  wife  of  Joseph  Roberts,  of  Guthrie 
County,  Iowa,  where  they  now  reside.  Naucy  is 
the  widow  of  Paul  Kaapper,  and  their  home  is  at 
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Kansas  City,  Mo.  Mary's  first  husband  was  Peter 
James,  who  died  only  eight  months  after  marriage, 
and  but  a  short  time  before  the  birth  of  his  son, 
Peter  James.  This  son  grew  to  maturity  and 
married  Susan  Connor,  sister  of  Mr.  Stone's  first 
wife,  and  lived  in  Brown  Township  till  his  death, 
July  26,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  His 
daughter,  Cora  James,  a  handsome  and  accom- 
plished young  lady,  is  making  a  temporary  home 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  while  pursuing  her 
musical  studies  in  accordance  with  a  strong  nat- 
ural taste  and  desire.  She  is  of  a  refined  nature 
— a  lady  whose  companionship  and  friendship  are 
highly  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  she  comes  in 
contact. 

On  Mrs.  Stone's  side  there  is  also  an  interest- 
ing record.  Her  father,  Benjamin  Van  Cleave, 
came  to  Brown  Township  in  1826  with  his  father, 
John,  from  Henry  County,  Ky.,  where  he  was 
born  in  1800.  He  died  in  1873,  and  his  wife, 
Polly,  followed  him  in  18S4.  They  had  eight 
children  who  reached  maturity,  and  four  are  still 
living:  Lucinda,  wife  of  John  Easley,  New 
Market;  John  B  ,  Shelbyville,  Ind. ;  Simeon  T., 
New  Market;  and  Mrs.  Stone.  Marjary  A.,  who 
never  married,  died  a  few  years  since;  Nancy  be- 
came Mrs.  William  Clark  of  Whitesville,  and  her 
death  occurred  eight  years  ago;  Mary  C.  was  Mrs. 
Isaiah  Van  Cleave  and  died  recently  at  New 
Market;  Gideon  has  been  dead  twenty  years. 

Benjamin  Van  Cleave  was  always  engaged  in 
farming,  and  was  considered  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  his  community.  He  was  a  man  of 
fine  Christian  character,  and  was  highly  re- 
spected for  his  many  excellent  traits.  He  was  a 
loyal  Presbyterian,  and  his  daughter  became  a 
member  of  the  same  church  in  1853,  but  two 
years  later  severed  her  connection  with  it  and  be- 
came identified  with  the  old  Freedom  Baptist 
Church,  to  which  Mr.  Stone  had  belonged  since 
1848.  This  was  one  of  the  oldest  churches  of 
Montgomery  County.  Its  pastor,  Elder  Rees 
Davis,  who  baptized  and  married  Mrs.  Stone,  had 
led  his  flock  there  for  upward  of  twenty  years, 
being  one  of  the  respected  pioneer  ministers  whose 
lives  were  wholly  devoted  to  the  people,  and  whose 
influence  extends  all  along  the  years,   and  whose 


works  and  remembrance  are  revered  by  all  who 
come  within  even  the  outer  radius  of  their 
circle  of  helpfulness. 
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J  (AMES  C.  BURLINGTON,  M.  D.  Naturally 
a  kind-hearted  and  sympathetic  man,  Dr. 
,'  Burlington  is  admirably  adapted  for  the 
work  which  now  occupies  his  attention,  and 
in  the  sick  room  possesses  that  magnetic  influence 
and  pleasing  presence  that  do  so  much  to  cheer 
and  encourage  the  patient.  His  genial  personality 
and  kindly  sympathy  with  those  who  come  to  him 
as  invalids  have  brought  to  him  a  clientele  perhaps 
even  larger  than  would  have  been  attracted  by  his 
recognized  ability  and  the  success  which  attended 
his  efforts.  He  was  born  in  Eureka,  Woodford 
County,  111.,  May  25,  1837,  to  Robert  and  Mary  J. 
(Long)  Burlington,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Iudiana 
respectively,  their  marriage  being  consummated  in 
the  Hoosier  State.  Robert  Burlington  removed 
from  the  Old  Dominion  in  1828,  and  in  1832  set- 
tled in  Illinois,  where  he  followed  the  calling  of  a 
mechanic,  his  son,  James  C. ,  learning  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter  under  his  direction.  He  began  his 
apprenticeship  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  after 
becoming  well  versed  in  this  business,  he  followed 
it  for  a  time  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Burlington's  father's 
family  was  large  and  his  means  limited,  he  left 
home  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  years  and  began 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  as  a  farm  hand 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  and  to  this  occupation 
his  attention  was  devoted  until  he  was  nearly  six- 
teen years  of  age.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  obtained 
but  little  schooling,  but  had  perhaps  attended 
about  two  winter  terms,  and  as  he  was  an  ambi- 
tious boy  possessing  good  judgment  and  a  fine 
intellect,  inany  of  his  evenings  were  devoted  to 
study  and  the  perusal  of  such  books  as  came  in  his 
way.  His  efforts  to  satisfy  his  taste  for  learning 
were  unremitting,  and  although  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  obstacles  thrown  in  his  way  were  innumer- 
able, he  continued  to  persevere  and  was  soon  as 
well  informed  as  any  youth  of  his  age.  He  worked 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  at  Litchfield.    111.,  for  six 
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years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to 
Eureka  aud  became  a  contractor,  following  this 
occupation  with  good  results  for  four  years. 

About  this  time  Dr.  Burlington  received  a  severe 
injury  to  his  hip,  after  which  he  learned  telegra- 
phy, which  he  followed  for  three  and  a  half  years. 
Two  years  of  that  time  were  spent  as  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Great  Western  Telegraph  Company 
and  he  was  manager  of  the  line  between  Chicago 
aud  Decatur.  While  working  as  a  telegraph  opera- 
tor he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  his  kindly 
nature  instinctively  turning  to  that  broad  field  of 
human  suffering  for  his  life  work.  He  afterward 
entered  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  February  24,  1877.  Ou  the  19th 
of  February,  1S86,  he  graduated  from  the 
Indianapolis  Eclectic  Medical  College,  having 
prior  to  that  time  practiced  at  Strasburg,  111., 
from  1876  to  1878.  In  the  last  mentioned  year  he 
opened  an  office  at  Attica,  where  he  has  become 
very  popular  and  has  a  very  extended  practice- 
He  possesses  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  princi- 
ples underlying  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  is 
familiar  with  the  most  approved  methods  of  treat- 
ing the  various  ailments  which  the  physician  is 
called  upon  to  prescribe  for  in  a  general  practice. 
To  these  he  has  added,  by  close  observation  and 
the  exercise  of  native  tact,  a  broad  knowledge  of 
mankind  in  all  that  the  term  implies. 

Dr.  Burlington  is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  and 
National  Eclectic  Medical  Associations  and  was  at 
one  time  President  of  the  State  Association.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  World's  Congress  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons.  He  was  health  officer  of 
Attica  for  three  years,  is  a  Democrat  politically, 
and  is  a  warm  partisan.  He  is  thoroughly  wrapped 
up  in  his  practice,  keeps  well  posted  in  all  the 
improvements  made  in  the  profession,  and  has 
done  much  independent  investigation,  in  which  he 
has  achieved  remarkable  results  which  he  expects 
soon  to  publish  to  the  world.  At  the  opening  of 
the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  at  Litchfield,  111.,  in 
Company  D,  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteers,  for  the 
three  months'  service  at  Cairo,  but  as  he  was  at 
that  time  troubled  with  inflamed  eyes,  his  services 
were  rejected. 

July  19,  1863,  Dr.   Burlington    was  married  at 


Litchfield,  HI.,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Henderson,  a 
native  of  the  Sucker  State,  and  their  family  is  as 
follows:  Eva,  wife  of  Frank  Fugate  of  Danville, 
111.,  Chief  Line  Inspector  of  the  Chicago  &  Eastern 
Indiana  Railroad;  Roy,  who  is  in  his  seventeenth 
year,  and  Atta,  who  is  thirteen  years  of  age.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  he  is  an  active  member  ef  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Honor 
and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He 
js  now  in  independent  circumstances  financially 
and  is  rich  in  the  friendship  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact.  Dr.  Burlington  is  generous  to  a 
fault,  and  no  one  has  ever  applied  to  the  Doctor  for 
aid  that  has  been  refused.  He  is  a  man  of  the 
broad  and  liberal  gauge  sort  when  lending  aid  to 
any  and  all  enterprises  promising  to  benefit  the 
general  public. 
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If  AMES  L.  ALLEN.  There  are  several  busi- 
k.  I  ness  houses  in  the  city  of  Covington  that  are 
\y  not  only  thoroughly  typical  of  the  compre- 
hensive growth  and  increasing  importance  of 
the  place,  but  also  distinctly  a  source  of  public 
pride,  delineating  as  they  do  the  general  business 
enterprise  and  commercial  sagacity  of  some  of  our 
leading  citizens  Such  a  concern  is  that  estab- 
lished by  James  L.  Allen,  dealer  in  agricultural 
implements  and  harness,  and  one  of  the  most  thor- 
ough going,  enterprising  business  men  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  on  the  lot  where  he  is  now 
engaged  in  business,  May  24,  1S45,  and  is  a  son 
of  Joseph  Allen,  who  settled  in  this  city  in  Octo- 
ber, 1838.  He  was  a  harness  maker  and  followed 
that  trade  in  Covington  for  many  years.  He  was 
born  in  Linglestown,  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  twelve 
miles  east  of  Harrisburg,  June  1(5,  1814,  and  died 
February  17,  1877.  He  had  always  followed  the 
harness-making  business  and  was  a  man  of  more 
than  the  ordinary  business  acumen.  Ou  the  7th 
of  November,  1841,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  McFad- 
den,  of  Richmond.  She  died  in  August,  1863, 
when  thirty-eight  years  of  age,  and  her  husband 
never  married  again.      Their  children  were  named 
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as  follows:  James  L.,  Viola,  Mrs.  M.  F.  Steeley  of 
Covington,  and  Frank,  a  painter.  Mr.  Allen  was 
elected  County  Commissioner  in  1876,  by  nine 
hundred  majority,  but  died  before  entering  upon 
tbe  duties  of  the  office.  He  had  invested  quite 
extensively  in  farm  land  and  city  property,  own- 
ing a  farm  of  four  hundred  acres  and  was  one  of 
the  foremost  men  of  the  community.  He  contin- 
ued in  the  harness  business  until  1861,  when  he 
turned  it  over  to  his  son,  James  L.,  on  the  6th  of 
September  of  that  year. 

James  L.Allen  began  learning  the  harness-mak- 
ing business  at  an  early  age,  but  his  educational 
advantages  were  not  interfered  with  in  any  way. 
He  attended  the  schools  of  Covington  and  subse- 
quently entered  the  military  school  at  Clinton, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  one  year.  This  was  in 
the  fall  of  1861.  Since  then  he  has  been  engaged 
in  business  in  this  city  and  is  one  of  the  foremost 
business  men  of  the  place.  He  owns  a  fine  brick 
building  44  by  100  feet,  two  stories  and  a  base- 
ment, and  is  also  the  owner  of  three  good  farms, 
all  near  Covington,  and  consisting  of  seven  hun- 
dred acres  of  excellent  land.  He  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  connection  with  his  business,  and  ships 
his  stock  to  different  parts  of  the  country.  All  his 
enterprises  have  succeeded  and  everything  seems 
to  prosper  under  his  hands. 

In  1878,  after  a  fierce  canvass,  Mr.  Allen  was 
elected  Circuit  Clerk  with  about  five  hundred  ma- 
jority over  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic  and 
Independent  party,  although  the  county  then  had 
about  two  hundred  Democratic  majority.  He  was 
a  most  efficient  official  and  filled  his  position  in  a 
manner  reflecting  credit  upon  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office  in 
1S82.  Mr.  Allen  celebrated  his  nuptials  with 
Miss  Lorrissa  Campbell  on  the  7th  of  March,  1866. 
She  was  a  native  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  born 
at  Newton,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Abram  Camp- 
bell, one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the 
county  and  a  pioneer  of  the  same.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Allen  have  been  born  an  interesting  family 
of  four  children — two  daughters  and  two  sons — 
as  follows:  Grace,  the  wife  of  Granville  Adkins, 
who  is  an  ex-liveryman  of  Covington;  Helen,  a 
graduate  of  the  schools  of  Covington  in  the  class 


of  1892;  James,  Jr.,  and  Russell  C.  Mr.  Allen 
has  displayed  excellent  judgment  and  more  than 
ordinary  business  acumen.  He  gives  almost  his 
entire  attention  and  thought  to  his  business  enter- 
prises, is  careful  and  exact  in  his  transactions  and 
has  the  pleasantest  relations  with  his  patrons  and 
the  general  public. 
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F'RED  LINCOLN  WEBB.  Although  young 
in  years  Mr.  Webb  is  well  versed  in  law  and 
his  reputation  and  record  are  first  class  for 
integrity  and  reliability  in  all  matters  en- 
trusted to  him.  As  a  lawyer  he  combines  ability 
and  a  thorough  training  in  legal  principles  with 
industry  and  close  application  to  the  interests  of 
his  clients,  and  he  enjoys  general  esteem  as  a 
scholarly  gentleman,  a  valuable  counselor  and  a 
useful  and  influential  citizen.  Careful  in  prepar- 
ing his  cases  with  ability  to  present  them  in  a  con- 
cise, but  logical  and  forcible  manner,  he  is  an 
earnest  and  conscientious  advocate  and  has  a 
bright  future  before  him.  His  success  thus  far 
has  been  achieved  by  improved  opportunities,  by 
untiring  diligence,  and  by  close  study  and  correct 
judgment  of  men  and  motives. 

Mr.  Webb  traces  his  nativity  to  the  Hoosier 
State,  where  he  was  born  in  Warren  County, 
within  two  miles  of  Attica,  December  6,  1865. 
There  his  youthful  days  were  spent.  His  parents, 
Thomas  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Whitmore)  Webb,  were 
natives  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Troy,  Miami 
County,  Ohio.  They  came  to  Indiana  in  1865, 
purchased  a  farm  in  Warren  County,  and  there 
their  parents  reside  at  the  present  time.  The 
father  was  educated  in  Witteuburg  University  and 
followed  the  profession  of  a  civil  engineer  in  con- 
nection with  his  farming  interests.  He  was  County 
Surveyor  for  eight  years  and  has  held  other  posi- 
tions of  importance  in  the  county.  He  developed 
and  improved  the  farm  on  which  he  settled  in 
1865,  and  now  has  a  comfortable  and  pleasant 
home.  In  every  walk  of  life  his  career  has  been 
upright  and  honorable,  and  he  and  his  most 
worthy  wife  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  community 
where  they  make  their  home. 
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Young  Webb  passed  bis  boyhood  and  youth  on 
bis  fatber's  farm,  and  divided  bis  time  between  as- 
sisting bis  fatber  in  tbe  arduous  duties  of  tbe  same 
and  attending  tbe  public  scbools  of  Attica,  wbere 
be  received  a  good  practical  education.  At  an 
early  age  be  sbowed  a  decided  likiug  for  tbe  law, 
and  after  leaving  tbe  school- room  be  entered  tbe 
office  of  A.  R.  Milford,  wbere  be  read  law  for  some 
time.  In  September,  1889,  be  was  admitted  to 
tbe  bar  before  Judge  Raine  and  bas  since  been 
engaged  in  general  practice  in  Attica. 

Altbougb  but  a  sbort  time  bas  elapsed  since  Mr. 
Webb  started  out  on  bis  legal  career,  bis  reputa- 
tion is  already  establisbed  upon  a  firm  foundation, 
and  be  is  deservedly  looked  upon  as  one  of  tbe 
most  energetic  and  progressive  members  of  tbe 
bar.  He  is  not  only  a  lawyer  of  ability,  but  is  also 
painstaking  and  industrious;  systematically  pre- 
paring bis  cases  and  guarding  tbe  interests  of  bis 
clients.  In  bis  political  views  Mr.  Webb  is  a 
warm  advocate  of  tbe  platform  of  tbe  Republican 
party,  and  bas  ever  been  active  in  political  affairs. 
He  is  well  posted  on  all  subjects  and  takes  mucb 
interest  in  tbe  progress  and  upbuilding  of  Attica 
and  Fountain  County. 


JOHN  T.  NIXON  is  a  beavy  grain  buyer  of 
Attica,  lad.,  and  is  President  of  tbe  Attica 
Manufacturing  Company,  wbicb  bas  lately 
been  establisbed.  Mr.  Nixon  was  born  in 
Racine  County,  Wis.,  five  miles  from  Ibe  city  of 
Racine,  on  tbe  19tb  of  October,  1849,  a  sou  of 
John  and  Mariah  (Veeder)  Nixon,  tbe  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Ohio,  their  marriage  being  con- 
summated in  Indiana.  The  mother  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Harmon  Veeder  and  a  sister  of  Peter  Simon 
Veeder,  who  was  born  in  Montreal,  Cauada,  and 
did  more  for  the  business  interests  of  Attica  than 
any  other  man.  He  was  formerly  a  merchant  of 
the  place  and  in  1872  laid  out  the  town  of  Veed- 
ersburg,  which  was  named  in  his  honor.  John 
Nixon,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  1808  in  Montana,  in  which 
section  he  had  a  large  stock  ranch.  His  widow 
still  survives  him  and  is  a  resident  of  Racine. 


John  T.  Nixon  came  to  Attica,  Ind.,  with  his 
uncle,  Peter  Simon  Veeder,  who  was  then  in  the 
grain  trade,  and  became  Mr.  Veeder's  assistant. 
This  gentleman  was  a  man  of  exceptionally  worthy 
traits  of  character,  and  died  in  Chicago  August 
15,  1876,  while  returning  from  California,  whither 
be  bad  gone  for  his  health.  He  establisbed  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Attica  in  1864,  owning  a 
one-half  interest,  and  held  the  position  of  Presi- 
dent during  bis  life-time.  He  died  a  bachelor, 
and  after  his  death  Marshall  Nixon,  a  brother  of 
John  T.,  who  had  come  to  Attica  in  1863  or  1864, 
succeeded  bis  uncle  in  the  grain  business  and  now 
carries  on  the  lumber  business  at  Veedersburg, 
having  disposed  of  his  stock  of  grain  to  James  D. 
Martin. 

In  July,  1891,  John  T.  Nixon  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Dimmick  &  Nixon,  and  once  more 
began  dealing  in  grain,  which  occupation  has  re- 
ceived much  of  his  attention  up  to  the  present 
time.  This  house  is  well  and  favorably  known  to 
the  trade,  has  an  unquestioned  credit,  and  is  con- 
sidered quite  a  factor  in  the  market.  Personally 
Mr.  Nixon  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem,  and  is 
honored  alike  for  bis  business  qualifications  and 
social  standing.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of 
eight  hundred  acres,  but  rents  it,  as  his  time  is 
fully  occupied  by  his  other  interests.  He  is  Pres- 
ident of  the  Attica  Manufacturing  Company,  which 
has  a  capital  stock  of  J  10,000,  and  was  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  wagon  bubs, 
spokes,  hoops,  neckyokes,  axles,  etc. ,  and  the  plant 
will  soon  be  ready  to  begin  operations. 

In  addition  to  the  enterprises  above  named,  be 
is  engaged  in  au  extensive  poultry  business,  in 
connection  with  others,  and  controls  tbe  trade  at 
five  different  points.  He  is  a  pushing,  active,  and 
consequently  prosperous  man  of  business,  is  ever 
desirous  of  keeping  out  of  the  beaten  path,  and 
being  reliable  in  all  his  transactions  is  the  recip- 
ient of  a  large,  liberal  and  permanent  patronage. 
Miss  Ida  C.  Plowman,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Plow- 
man, a  miller  of  Attica,  became  bis  wife  January 
10,  1878,  and  to  their  union  a  daughter  bas  been 
bom — Hazel,  who  is  eight  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Nixon  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
Mr.  Nixon  belongs  to  the  honorable  orders  of  tbe 
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AucientFree  and  Accepted  Masonsand  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  A  representative  man  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  energetic  and  enterprising,  he  is  always 
ready  to  aid  any  undertaking  tending  to  redound 
to  the  general  good  of  the  city  and  county,  is  thor- 
oughly self-reliant,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  is 
one  of  the  most  quiet  and  unobtrusive  of  men. 
He  studiously  adheres  to  whatever  he  conceives  to 
be  right,  firmly  and  unyieldingly  refusing  to  lend 
his  consent  to  any  practices  of  doubtful  morality. 

OLIVER  H.  PALIN.  It  will  be  seen  by  a 
perusal  of  this  sketch  of  the  life  of  one  of 
the  most  respected  and  prominent  agricult- 
urists of  Fountain  County,  Ind. ,  that  his 
educational  advantages  in  youth  were  very  meager, 
for  he  was  reared  at  a  time  when  a  good  educa- 
tion was  not  considered  so  essential  a  part  of  a 
man's  training  as  at  the  present  day.  Although 
somewhat  deficient  as  regards  his  knowledge  of 
books  his  naturally  vigorous  mind  has  so  grasped 
and  embraced  the  opportunities  which  have  pre- 
sented themselves,  that  he  is  accounted  among  the 
most  intelligent  and  learned  men  of  his  section. 
He  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Ind.,  December 
19,  1833,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Huldah  (Hunt) 
Palin,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  the  Old 
North  State.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  came 
with  his  father,  who  was  a  native  of  England,  to 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  later  settled  in  Henry 
County,  where  the  rest  of  his  days  were  spent. 
His  wife  was  from  New  Jersey. 

From  the  very  first  Oliver  H.  Palin  was  taught 
everything  connected  with  farming,  and  after 
coming  to  Fountain  County  in  the  fall  of  1853,  he 
worked  by  the  month  for  two  or  three  years  for  an 
uncle,  E.  N.  Palin,  ,who  came  to  this  county  in 
February,  1836,  and  settled  near  Newtown.  In 
1861  he  settled  on  a  two- hundred  acre  tract  of 
land  near  Newtown,  which  was  partially  improved, 
and  on  this  farm  he  made  his  home  for  twenty 
years,  during  which  time  he  put  it  in  an  excellent 
state  of  cultivation,  and  greatly  improved  it  in  the 
way  of  buildings,  fences,  etc.  He  was  engaged  in 
general  farming,  in  which  he  met  with  good  suc- 


cess, but  now  rents  his  farm,  which  contains  at  the 
present  time  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In 
addition  to  this  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  one 
mile  north  of  the  home  place,  and  a  fine  forty-acre 
tract  of  timber  land,  also  a  valuable  city  resi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Palin  wooed  and  won  for  his  wife  Mrs. 
Belinda  (Martin)  Bromley,  widow  of  John  Brom- 
ley, to  whom  she  was  married  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  January  21, 1846.  Their  married  life  extended 
over  a  period  of  not  quite  ten  years,  Mr.  Bromley's 
death  occurring  November  15,  1855,  in  Warren 
County,  Ind.,  of  which  place  he  had  been  a  resi- 
dent for  about  six  years.  Mrs.  Bromley's  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Palin  was  celebrated  September 
28,  1858.  She  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio, 
April  15,  1827,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  Martin, 
who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  eventually 
became  a  resident  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rhoda  Savers,  was 
born  in  Green  County,  Pa. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palin  have  no  family,  but  are  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  whom  it 
is  their  pleasure  to  gather  beneath  their  pleasant 
and  hospitable  roof.  They  have  a  comfortable  and 
handsome  residence  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  Council  Streets,  and  now,  as  they  deserve  to 
do,  are  resting  from  the  burden  and  heat  of  the 
day,  and  are  enjoying  the  comforts  their  early 
labor  has  provided.  Mrs.  Palin  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  his 
political  proclivities  Mr.  Palin  is  a  Republican  but 
he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office  as  the 
political  arena  has  no  charms  for  him. 
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ri(   LBERT  S.   MILLER,   successor    to  Miller 
l/l\     Brothers    (the   old    reliable    carriage   firm 
|T|\   which  needs  no  introduction  to  the  people 
■f)  of   Crawfordsville),    at    the    age  of   thirty 

stepped  into  one  of  the  finest  positions  possible  to 
the  business  world,  that  of  conducting  a  factory 
whose  present  size  and  importance  is  the  result  of 
thirty-five  years  of  constant,  untiring  effort  on  the 
part  of  two  of  our  most  respected  citizens,  than 
whom  there  are  no  fitter  representatives  of  our 
city's  business  interests. 
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Reared  to  this  position  under  such  able  instruct- 
ors as  Jonas  and  Samuel  Miller,  Albert  Miller  has 
received  a  training  and  fitness  for  a  life  of  enter- 
prise not  met  with  in  one  case  out  of  a  million. 
Having,  in  addition  to  this,  natural  tact  and  abili- 
ty, supplemented  by  a  thorough  education  in  the 
high  school  and  Wabash  College,  with  a  special 
business  course  in  a  commercial  college  at  Dayton, 
Ohio,  it  is  expected  that  he  will  make  a  worthy 
successor  to  two  eminent  men.  Thus  far  the  ex- 
pectations of  his  friends  have  not  met  with  disap- 
pointment, for  he  has  proven  himself  master  of  the 
situation  and  well  able  to  conduct  an  immense  bus- 
iness through  a  brilliant  and  successful  career. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  June  1,  1861.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1S78,  and  from 
Wabash  College  in  1882.  He  was  married  No- 
vember 24,  1885,  his  bride  being  Miss  Lucy  F. 
Moore,  of  Paris,  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Moore,  a  noted  physician  of  that  place.  They 
have  no  children.  Their  tasteful  residence  is  at 
No.  212  West  Main  street. 

Since  March  1,  1891,  Mr.  Miller  has  conducted 
the  carriage  business,  and  has  been,  as  we  have 
said  before,  most  efficient  and  successful.  The 
work  done  in  his  factory  is  of  the  highest  grade, 
nothing  inferior  being  tolerated  in  any  department. 
First-class  material  is  used  from  beginning  to  finish ; 
the  wood  is  of  the  clearest  and  best;  the  steel  ami 
iron  are  strong  and  reliable,  with  no  flaws  nor 
weeknesses;  the  paints  and  oils  are  such  as  to 
give  the  finest  and  most  durable  finish,  and  the 
upholstering  is  of  the  best  quality.  Every  article 
is  perfect  in  taste  and  execution,  and  there  are  all 
the  desirable  styles,  whether  phaeton,  barouche, 
carriage,  or  hack.  The  demand  of  the  home  trade 
is  thoroughly  understood  and  faithfully  met,  every 
order  being  conscientiously  filled.  None  but  old, 
experienced  workmen  are  employed.  Whenever 
it  becomes  necessary  to  make  a  change,  it  is  done 
carefully,  so  that  no  break  shall  be  made  in  the 
order  of  the  work,  and  there  shall  be  no  danger 
encountered  of  spoiling  an  article  through  poor 
labor. 

The  extent  of  the  plant,  with  the  immense  amount 
of  capital  invested,  make  it  of  great  importance  to 
Crawsfordsville,     and    a    source  of    ever-growing 


pride,  as  well  as  of  advancement  in  growth  and 
prosperity.  The  shops  and  belongings  have  a 
frontage  of  125  feet  on  Washington  and  85  feet  on 
Market  streets.  The  four  buildings  are  of  brick; 
they  are  two  and  three  stories  high  and  are  joined 
together,  making  about  one-fourth  of  the  main 
block.  Nearly  all  the  upper  floors  are  devoted  to 
the  business.  About  $90,000  is  invested  in  the 
plant,  whose  present  flourishing  condition  is  due 
to  Messrs.  Jonas  and  Samuel  Miller,  as  stated  be- 
fore. A  large  part  of  the  work  is  done  to  order. 
Albert  S.  Miller  is  a  Mason,  and  has  held  very 
important  positions  in  that  order.  He  is  Past  Era 
inent  Commander  of  the  state,  the  youngest  man 
to  hold  that  office  in  Indiana.  He  has  represented 
the  Commandery  five  times  to  the  State  Conclave, 
and  has  attended  the  National  Conclave.  He  was 
in  Denver  last  December  to  secure  quarters  for  the 
Crawfordsville  Commandery  of  eighty-three  mem- 
bers. He  is  an  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma 
son,  is  a  member  of  Chapter,  Council  and  Com- 
mandery, No.  25,  of  Crawfordsville,  and  is  a 
thoroughly  popular  man,  held  in  the  highest  esti- 
mation by  all  who  know  him,  both  in  and  out  of 
the  fraternity. 

J/OHN  STIPE,  a  wealthy  retired  farmer,  re- 
siding on  his  farm  on  Section  2,  Walnut 
I  Township,  represents  one  of  the  very  first 
families  that  settled  in  Montgomery  County. 
His  father  was  Joseph  Stipe,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  at  about  the  time  of  the  close  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  when  he  was  only  six- 
teen weeks  old  his  parents  brought  him  to  this 
country  to  be  reared  under  a  Republican  form  of 
government.  His  father,  whose  name  was  John, 
took  his  family  to  Virginia,  and  there  the  boyhood 
days  of  Joseph  were  passed.  When  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  he  went  to  Kentucky,  and  he  was  subse- 
quently married  in  Woodford  County,  that  State, 
to  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Sebastian  Stone,  who 
was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  an  early  settler  of 
Woodford  County.  Mr.  Stipe  first  settled  in  that 
county,  but  in  1816  he  crossed  the  Ohio  river  to 
seek  a  new  home  in  Indiana.  For  eighteen  years 
he  lived  in  Ripley  County  on  land  that  he  had  en- 
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tered  from  the  Government.  In  1829  he  penetrated 
further  into  the  wilderness,  and  making  his  way  to 
this  county,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  from 
the  Government,  a  part  of  which  was  in  Franklin 
Township,  near  the  old  homestead  in  Walnut 
Township. 

Joseph  Stipe  thus  became  one  of  the  very 
earliest  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  country  and,  as 
an  excellent  type  of  that  hardy  German  element 
that  has  furnished  the  United  States  so  many  useful 
citizens,  be  did  valuable  work  as  a  pioneer,  elimi- 
nating a  good  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  had  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  excellent  farming  land.  He  was  a  Jack- 
sonian  Democrat,  and  was  firmly  attached  to  his 
party.  He  rounded  out  an  honest,  sober  life  at  a 
venerable  age  in  1856.  His  good  wife  survived  him 
until  1863,  when  she  too  passed  away.  Of  their 
children  these  four  are  living — Catherine,  wife  of 
Reuben  Roark,  of  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ruel 
Kane,  of  Boone  County,  Ind. ;  America,  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homstead;  and  our  subject.  Those 
who  died  were  named  William,  Henry,  Jefferson, 
and  Sebastian. 

John  Stipe  was  born  in  1820  in  Ripley  County, 
and  was  nine  years  old  when  the  family  came  to 
this  county,  where  he  was  brought  up  amid  pioneer 
scenes,  and  was  educated  in  the  primitive  log 
school-house  of  olden  times.  He  remained  an  in- 
mate of  the  parental  home  until  he  was  thirty 
years  old,  and  then  married  and  established  one  of 
his  own  with  the  help  of  the  best  of  wives.  She 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Eliza  Higgason,  and 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  our  subject  she 
was  the  widow  of  Jacob  Robbins.  Mr.  Stipe  re- 
moved to  Shannondale  after  he  married,  and  for 
one  summer  was  engaged  in  tending  a  mill  at  that 
point.  Since  then  he  has  lived  on  the  farm  that 
he  now  owns,  which  is  operated  under  his  direc 
tions.  His  homestead  comprises  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  and  he  has  besides  thirty  one 
acres  half  a  mile  east  of  Crawfordsville.  The  place 
is  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
and  the  soil  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  improvements  are  fine  and  include  buildings 
for  every  needed  purpose.       In  1871  a  large  brick 


bouse,  of  a  modern  style  of  architecture,  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  f  6,000. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stipe — Joseph  Walter,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Evans,  and  lives  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  New 
Ross;  and  John  William,  who  died  March  28, 
1860.  Mr.  Stipe  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  numbered 
among  our  best  citizens,  whose  life-record  is  honor- 
able alike  to  himself  and  to  the  community. 

Mrs.  Stipe  had  four  children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage— William  R. ,  who  sacrificed  his  life  for  his 
country  during  the  rebellion;  Mary  Jane,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Young  of  Hendricks  County; 
James  H. ,  who  resides  in  Walnut  Township,  and 
Sarah,  wife  of  William  Emmert,  of  California. 
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It    I  ANNIBAL  TROUT,  whose  sketch   is  here 

lp*l     given,  has  a  beautiful  home  and  finely  ap- 

41    pointed  farm  on  Section  5,  Walnut  Town- 

f/  ship,  and  is  one  of  the  wealthy  farmers  and 

stock  raisers  and  representative  men  of  this  part 

of  Montgomery  County.      He  was  born  in  Trimble 

County,  Ky.,  May  17,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac 

Trout,  who  was  born  in  Shenandoah  County,  Va., 

.in  1794.      He  in  turn  was  a  sou  of  Daniel  Trout, 

who  was  reared  in  Virginia,  and  was  of  German 

parentage. 

Isaac  Trout  passed  his  early  years  amid  the 
scenes  of  his  birth  in  the  beautiful  Shenandoah 
Valley,  whence  he  subsequently  removed  with  his 
father  to  Kentucky,  and  settled  in  Trimble  County, 
where  he  was  married  to  Dolly,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Cook.  The  Cooks  had  moved  from  Mary- 
land to  Virginia,  and  thence  to  Kentucky  in  pio- 
neer days.  After  marriage  Mr.  Trout  continued 
to  live  in  Trimble  County,  settling  on  land  that 
his  father  had  given  him,  until  1844,  when  he 
came  to  Indiana,  and  bought  and  located  upon  the 
quarter  section  of  land  upon  which  our  subject 
now  lives  in  Walnut  Township,  paying  ten  dollars 
an  acre  for  the  land,  of  which  about  forty  acres 
had  been  cleared.  His  life  was  not  prolonged  many 
years  after  he  settled  in  his  new  home,  as  he  died 
in  1850  ere  old  age  had  come  upon  him,  and  left 
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behind  him  a  most  worthy  record  as  a  man  and  a 
citizen.  He  was  a  stanch  Whig  in  politics.  His 
wife  survived  him  until  1876,  when  she  too 
passed  away.  They  reared  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren :  Hannibal;  Emely,  who  married  Peter  Van 
Nice,  and  died  in  Missouri;  Angeline,  who  mar- 
ried Marshall  Craig,  and  died  in  Iowa;  Alexander, 
who  died  at  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  in  1856;  and 
Eliza,  who  married  J.  F.  Lukins,  who  is  Superin- 
tendent of  public  schools  at  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  twenty  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  this  county  with  his  father,  with 
whom  he  made  his  home  until  the  latter's  death. 
After  his  marriage  he  took  up  his  residence  near 
Darlington  on  Light  Creek,  where  he  lived  from 
March  to  September,  1853,  when  he  bought  out 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  home- 
stead and  returned  to  it.  He  has  met  with  marked 
success  in  his  farming  operations,  and  is  one  of 
the  substantial,  moneyed  men  of  the  county.  He 
formerly  had  over  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  but 
he  gave  eighty  acres  to  his  son,  David,  and  seventy- 
two  acres  to  Sherman.  He  still  has  a  large  farm, 
and  has  besides  his  homestead  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Walnut  Township,  and  two  pieces 
of  land  in  Franklin  Township  of  fifty-five  and 
fifty-three  acres  respectively.  The  buildings  are 
of  a  good  class,  commodious  and  well  arranged, 
and  in  1869  Mr.  Trout  erected  at  a  cost  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  one  of  the  largest  and  hand- 
somest residences  in  the  township.  It  has  a  slate 
roof,  ten  large  rooms,  besides  pantry,  halls,  bath 
room  and  all  the  modern  conveniences  of  a  well- 
appointed  house,  including  a  fine  cellar,  54x18 
feet  in  dimensions.  The  farm  is  one  of  the  best 
improved  in  the  county,  is  well  drained  with 
tile,  and  a  great  deal  of  graveling  has  been  done 
on  the  place.  We  may  mention  in  this  connection 
that  Mr.  Trout  was  one  of  the  principal  advocates 
of  gravel  roads  through  this  part  of  the  township. 
There  is  probably  no  farmer  in  the  county  better 
acquainted  with  the  principles  of  practical  farm- 
ing than  our  subject.  Besides  being  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  enterprising  of  farmers,  he 
has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  stock 
raiser.     He   has  a   tine  class  of    stock,   including 


Shropshire  sheep  and  Poland-China  hogs,  a  num- 
ber of  the  latter  being  registered. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Mary  G. 
Long,  was  consummated  February  9,  1853.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  David  Long,  who  came  here  from 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  settled  three  miles  north 
of  Crawfordsville.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve 
children,  and  Mrs.  Trout  was  the  youngest  of 
those  born  of  his  first  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trout 
have  four  children :  David  L.  who  married  Miss 
Carrie  Gray,  and  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  stock 
dealer  and  shipper  at  Crawfordsville;  Eva,  wife 
of  Frank  S.  Foster,  a  prominent  attorney  and  real- 
estate  dealer  at  Indianapolis,  who  held  the  office 
of  Deputy  Clerk  in  the  United  States  Court  for  a 
number  of  years;  Sherman  A.,  who  was  a  student 
at  Wabash  College  three  years,  and  is  now  at 
home;  and  Roy,  a  student  at  Wabash  College. 
The  oldest  son  was  also  an  attendant  at  Wabash 
College,  and  Eva  was  graduated  from  the  Western 
Female  College  at  Oxford,  Ohio. 

Mr. Trout  is  genial,  frank  and  courteous  in  man- 
ner, is  honorable  and  straightforward  in  his  rela- 
tions with  others:  and  is  truly  public  spirited  and 
progressive  as  a  citizen.  He  is  a  Republican  and 
a  firm  believer  in  the  policy  of  his  party.  He  has 
never  sought  office,  but  was  elected  in  1885  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  and  served  three  terms; 
has  also  been  Assessor  of  Walnut  Township  one 
term.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  a  demit  from 
his  old   lodge. 
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P.  HARRISON,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Adams  Township,  Parke  County,  has 
been  Postmaster  of  Nyesville,  a  small 
town  near  his  homestead,  for  the  past 
ten  years.  He  has  resided  all  li is  life  on  his  pres 
ent  farm,  located  on  Section  — ,  which  was  his 
birth-place.  The  date  of  that  event  was  November 
9,  1858.  His  parents  were  William  D.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Bradlield)  Harrison,  who  were  both  natives 
of  Columbiana  County,  Ohio.  The  great  grand- 
father of  our    subject,    Benjamin    Harrison,    it    is 
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supposed,  was  a  native  of  England,  who  located  in 
this  state  at  an  early  day.  His  son,  William, 
married  a  Miss  Dickson  and  unto  them  were  born 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and 
of  this  number  Mrs.  Anna  Bradtield  died  May  9, 
1893.  The  father  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  politically  was  a  Whig.  His  younger 
days  were  spent  in  teaching,  but  he  later  devoted 
himself  exclusively  to  farming.  When  young  he 
removed  to  Ohio  and  there  reared  his  family,  but 
finally  settled  in  Indiana,  where  he  died  in  1868, 
his  wife  having  passed  away  four  years  previous 
to  this. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in 
Ohio,  and  in  that  state  was  married  in  1850.  Two 
years  later  the  young  couple  came  to  this  county, 
purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land  which  is  now  com- 
prised within  the  boundaries  of  our  subject's  pres- 
ent farm.  As  the  years  rolled  away  he  increased 
his  landed  possessions  until  he  was  the  owner  of 
three  hundred  and  seventeen  acres.  This  prop- 
erty wheu  he  bought  it  was  unimproved,  but  he 
lived  to  see  the  greater  portion  of  it  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  was  a  Republican,  politically,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Christian  .Church,  in  the  faith  of 
which  he  died  in  1873.  His  wife  survived  him  ten 
years,  dying  in  1883. 

W.  P.  Harrison  is  one  of  six  children;  two  died 
in  childhood;  Eliza  J.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Jefferson  Skelton;  our  subject  is  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Charles  B.  and  Arminta,  wife  of  William 
Welch,  complete  the  number.  When  fifteen  years 
of  age,  at  which  time  occurred  his  father's  death, 
our  subject  assumed  the  care  of  the  family,  and 
faithfully  did  he  perform  the  duties  devolving 
upon  him.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Parke  County,  and  for  a  short  time  at- 
tended the  Bloomingdale  Academy.  He  began 
his  business  career  as  a  farmer,  and  now  has  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  acres  in  his  own  home 
farm,  and  also  has  a  tract  of  forty  six  acres  bot- 
tom land.  About  the  year  1882  he  developed  a 
coal  mine  on  his  own  farm,  and  has  largely  en- 
gaged in  mining  for  the  past  ten  years.  This 
mine's  output  averages  about  sixty  tons  a  day, 
aud  is  bringing  in  a  good  income  to  the  fortunate 
owner. 


In  the  year  1886  was  celebrated  the  union  of 
Mr.  Harrison  and  Louetta  Kent,  who  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  and  Mary  (McNeil)  Kent.  They 
have  four  sons:  Charles  C. ,  Roscoe  C. ,  Benjamin 
C.  and  W.  Byron.  In  his  political  affiliations, 
Mr.  Harrison  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  is  a  worthy  citizen  in  every  sense 
of  the  word. 

f/OHN  N.  SEYBOLD  is  a  prominent  merchant 
w.  I  of  Mitchell,  a  small  mining  town  in  Raccoon 
\U*  Township,  Parke  County,  and  was  born  in 
this  township,  May  27,  18-46.  He  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  K.  and  Mildred  (Sea)  Seybold.  The  for- 
mer parent  was  a  native  of  Maysville,  Ky.,  being 
born  June  9,  1816,  and  was  married  February  14, 
1836.  He  was  the  son  of  Dempsey  Seybold,  who 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  married  Elizabeth 
Kirr.  Dempsey  Seybold  was  among  the  very  early 
settlers  in  this  township,  coining  about  the  year 
1818.  He  served  in  the  State  Legislature,  repre- 
senting Parke  County,  and  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability. 

There  has  been  a  tradition  in  the  family  of  Sey- 
bold that  some  two  hundred  years  ago  a  child  was 
found  floating  in  a  wooden  bowl,  off  the  coast  of 
Germany,  and  the  parties  finding  the  child,  being 
ignorant  of  its  parents  or  its  name,  invented  the 
name  Sea-Bowl.  By  the  variations  of  time,  to 
which  names  as  well  as  other  things  are  subjected, 
Sea-Bowl  had  become  Seybold.  But  this  we  find, 
from  research,  to  be  entirely  without  foundation, 
and  it  is  most  likely  that  in  modern  times  some 
practical  joker  drew  upon  his  imagination  for  the 
so  called  origin  of  the  family  name.  In  tracing 
the  family  name  back,  not  only  to  the  supposed 
date  when  the  child  was  found,  but  for  centuries 
before,  we  find  that  in  the  records  in  Germany 
there  is  such  a  name  as  Seybold. 

The  first  we  learn  of  this  family  in  America  is 
when  three  brothers  came  here  and  settled  in  Ken- 
tucky, the  other  two  locating  in  Virginia.  The 
latter  two  we  have  learned  but  little  of;  the  former 
was  the  great-grandfather  of  the  man  whose  name 
heads   this  sketch.      Dempsey  Seybold,   who   was 
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the  grandfather  of  Mr.  Seybold,  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky  and  with  his  family  came  to  Indiana  and 
settled  in  Raccoon  Township  in  1818.  His  son, 
Thomas,  who  was  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
two  years  of  age  at  the  time,  having  been  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1816.  Thomas  was  murdered  May  9, 
1850,  while  in  Terre  Haute  on  business. 

Mildred  H.  Seybold,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Kentucky,  February  14,  1814, 
and  died  in  this  township  in  the  year  1891.  Three 
generations  ago  the  Seybolds  came  to  this  country 
from  Germany  and  Mildred  married  Thomas  K. 
Seybold  in  1836.  They  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  John  N.  is  one  of  the  number.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  but  a  limited  educa- 
tion such  as  was  afforded  by  the  commou  schools 
in  his  boyhood  days.  When  but  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred 
and  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  exposed  his 
boyish  life  to  the  hardships  that  are  severe  for 
even  veterans  to  endure.  Going,  as  he  did,  from 
the  comforts  of  a  happy  home,  to  bear  the  expos- 
ure incident  to  an  army  life,  for  six  months  he  was 
engaged  with  his  company  in  chasing  Lougstreet, 
at  the  same  time  suffering  extremely  from  hunger. 
He  lived  for  ten  days  on  two  ears  of  corn,  and 
February  27,  1864,  was  mustered  out  of  the  serv- 
ice. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Mr.  Seybold 
re  enlisted  in  the  Twenty  first  Indiana  Infantry 
and  afterward  in  the  First  Heavy  Artillery,  Bat- 
tery H.  After  serving  two  years,  in  the  meantime 
participating  in  the  sieges  of  Fort  Gaines,  Fort 
Morgan,  Spanish,  Hugar,  Tracey  and  Blakesley, 
he  was  put  on  garrison  duty  until  January  13, 
1866,  when  he  was  discharged.  Returning  home, 
he  at  once  engaged  in  farming  and  carpentering, 
and  January  30,  1868,  he  wedded  Hannah  M. 
Webster.  This  amiable  lady  was  born  in  Parke 
County,  May  21,  1850,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
James  S.  and  Isabel  (Elson)  Webster,  of  this 
township.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Fayette 
County,  Ohio,  being  born  June  16,  1819,  and  died 
in  Raccoon  Township  in  September  of  1883.  Her 
mother  was  born  in  Brook  County,  Va.,  in  1812. 
Mrs.  Seybold  is  of  the  old  Revolutionary  stock, 
her  Great-grandfather  Webster   having  served   his 


country  well  and  faithfully  during  its  struggle  for 
independence. 

Mr.  Seybold,  of  this  sketch,  continued  farming 
until  1888,  after  which  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  at  Mitchell,  in  which  place  he  is  still  at 
work.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  served 
his  township  as  Trustee  from  1886  to  1888,  being 
elected  by  the  largest  majority  ever  given  in  the 
township.  Socially  he  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  made  a  Mason 
at  Bridgeton  in  1879,  and  having  served  the  Cat- 
lin  Lodge,  of  which  he  is  now  a  member,  as  Master 
for  two  terms.  He  is  also  an  active  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  man,  and  for  his  services  in  the 
late  war  draws  a  pension  of  $12  per  month.  He 
has  been  Postmaster  at  Mitchell  for  the  past  five 
years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seybold  have  been  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Ruth  I.,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  A.  Keller,  lives  on  the  old  Webster  home- 
stead; James  T.  is  deceased;  Bertha  A.,  who  was 
educated  at  St.  Mary's  Seminary  of  Terre  Haute, 
is  now  living  with  her  parents.  Martha  E  also  re- 
ceived her  education  in  Terre  Haute,  and  is  still 
under  the  parental  roof.  Of  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters of  John  N.  Seybold,  our  subject,  Samuel 
Kerr  died  in  Hancock  County,  111.,  in  1861,  and  a 
son  of  his  lives  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  Dempsey  C. 
is  a  farmer  in  Wabash  Township,  this  county; 
William  H.  H.  resides  in  Mitchell;  America  Indi- 
ana is  the  wife  of  Harvey  M.  Adams,  a  farmer  in 
this  township;  Mahlon  F.  served  three  years  and 
ten  months  in  the  late  war.  He  was  sunstruck 
during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  died  in  Wood- 
ford County,  111.,  from  the  effects.  His  daughter 
Effie  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Pugh  and 
resides  in  Meadville,  Mo.;  Susan,  wife  of  James  N. 
Leslie,  resides  at  Fredonia,  Kans. ;  James  H.  is  a 
farmer  living  near  Clinton,  Ind. 

SAMUEL  CARTER,  widely  known  and  high- 
ly respected   as  one  of  the  most  energetic, 
self-reliant  and   enterprising  citizens  of  Da- 
vis Township,  Fountain  County,  Ind.,   has 
for  the  past  sixty  years  been  intimately  associated 
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with  the  best  interests  and  upward  progress  of  Lis 
neighborhood,  and  to  his  personal  efforts  are 
mainly  due  many  of  the  early  and  most  valuable 
and  permanent  improvements  of  the  locality.  A 
pioneer  settler  of  1833,  he  has  not  only  been  an 
eye-witness  of  the  wonderful  growth  and  develop- 
ments of  his  adopted  state,  but  has  actively  par- 
ticipated in  the  changing  scenes  of  three  score 
years  and  ten,  and  has  accumulated  a  valuable 
store  of  historical  reminiscence. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Robert 
Carter,  was  a  native  of  England,  but  he  migrated 
to  this  country  in  time  to  become  deeply  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  the  early  colonists,  and  was  an 
ardent  defender  of  our  national  liberty  and  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  battles  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  His  son,  James,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
inherited  the  bravery  and  patriotism  of  the  veter- 
an of  the  Revolution  and  also  fought  for  his  coun- 
try in  the  War  of  1812.  Previous  to  this  epoch 
in  our  Nation's  history  James  Carter  had  married 
Miss  Margaret  Pickens,  a  lady  of  intelligence  and 
ability.  The  husband  and  wife  were  both  natives 
of  the  south,  one  having  been  born  in  Virginia, 
the  other  in  South  Carolina.  The  name  of  Pick- 
ens is  an  illustrious  one  in  the  annals  of  our  Re- 
public, and  was  long  since  given  to  an  immense 
district  of  South  Carolina,  which  district,  with  its 
capital,  Pickens  Court  House,  claims  many  valuable 
enterprises  of  the  state,  a  specially  fertile  soil  and 
an  extended  area  of  elevan  hundred  square  miles. 

Andrew  Pickens,  the  eminent  American  states- 
man and  general,  who  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rev- 
olution was  made  a  captain  of  militia,  from  which 
position  he  rose  by  regular  promotion  to  the  rank 
of  Brigadier-General,  was  undoubtedly  a  near  rel 
ative  of  the  immediate  family  of  our  subject's 
mother.  Certain  it  is  Gen.  Pickens'  family  re 
moved  to  South  Carolina  in  his  early  boyhood 
and  there  settled  in  a  frontier  region.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  located  in  Ohio  shortly  after 
it  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  state.  Samuel 
Carter  was  born  in  Ross  County  and  in  that  state 
grew  to  mature  years.  From  earliest  youth  inured 
to  all  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of  pioneer  expe- 
rience he  came  to  Indiana,  full  of  hope,  energy 
and  ambition,  and  here  began  the  struggle  of  life, 


in  which  he  has  been  mainly  victorious.  Successes, 
disappointments  and  various  vicissitudes  have 
alternately  crossed  his  path;  successes  he  received 
as  the  just  reward  of  his  hard  toil  and  honest 
labor;  disappointments  he  bore  with  patient  cheer- 
fulness and  serene  philosophy,  and  lost  no  time  in 
vain  regret,  but,  calmly  resuming  his  efforts, 
sought  to  make  his  fortune  good  once  more. 

Enterprising  and  more  than  ordinarily  energetic, 
our  subject  won  and  lost  fortune  after  fortune, 
but  in  the  evening  of  his  days  is  prosperous  and 
blessed  in  the  consciousness  of  a  useful  life. 
Some  of  the  early  experiences  of  Mr.  Carter  are 
both  amusing  and  instructive.  For  some  time 
after  his  arrival  in  the  county  he  worked  by  the 
month,  engaged  in  laying  out  the  subdivision  of 
the  townships  of  the  county  and  laying  off  roads 
and  other  similar  work.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
loaned  the  money  thus  earned  to  a  man  who  after- 
ward refused  to  repay  it,  and  as  it  could  not  be  col- 
lected by  law  our  subject  took  his  payment  of  the 
debt  out  in  administering  a  severe  thrashing  to  the 
contemptible  offender.  If  Mr.  Carter  carried  the 
resolute  energy  into  this  transaction  which  he  ever 
displayed  in  the  other  business  of  life,  doubtless 
the  debt  was  paid  in  full  by  the  cowardly  debtor. 

About  the  same  time,  as  if  to  illustrate  the  old 
proverb,  "it  never  rains  but  it  pours,"  the  horse 
of  our  subject,  his  sole  property,  died  and  left 
him  penniless,  but,  full  of  hope  and  courage,  he 
was  not  dismayed.  At  one  time  Mr.  Carter  owned 
one  thousand  acres  of  valuable  land,  upon  a  por- 
tion of  which  he  erected  a  handsome  and  substan- 
tial brick  residence,  now,  as  for  the  past  many 
years,  his  home.  In  1836  he  married  Miss  Anna 
Mills,  the  daughter  of  an  old  pioneer  of  the  coun- 
ty. Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Car- 
ter, three  of  whom  are  living.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  have  ever  been  known  as  most 
generous  givers  and  active  workers  in  all  benevo- 
lent enterprises  within  and  outside  the  church 
organization.  Mr.  Carter  has  been  a  sturdy  Dem- 
ocrat all  his  life,  but  has  never  been  troubled  with 
any  political  aspirations  and  never  cared  to  hold 
an  office.  In  fact,  the  days  of  our  subject  have 
been  so  full  of  business,  he  has  had  time  for  little 
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else.  Fifty- six  years  ago  be  began  buying  and 
sbipping  stock  and  was  the  real  pioneer  of  that 
business  in  his  portion  of  the  state. 

J |  ESSE  L.  MENDENHALL.  The  name  of 
Mendenhall  has  been  familiar  in  Fountain 
)  County  from  the  earliest  days  of  its  settle- 
ment, and  it  is  closely  connected  with  the 
annals  of  Cain  Township  even  to  the  present  day, 
the  first  man  to  locate  within  its  bounds  being  Ab- 
salom Mendenhall,  the  father  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a 
retired  farmer  residing  in  the  village  of  Hillsboro. 
Absalom  Mendenhall  was  born  in  Burke  County, 
N.  C,  March  18,  1780,  a  son  of  Jesse  Mendenhall. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  but  migrated 
from  there  to  Tennessee  when  a  young  man  and 
first  settled  in  Granger  County.  He  there  met  and 
married  Judith  Taliferro,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Richard  Taliferro,  who  was  one  of  the  heroes  of 
the  Revolution.  After  marriage  Mr.  Mendenhall 
continued  to  live  in  Granger  County  for  a  time  and 
was  engaged  both  in  farming  and  in  trade  as  a 
cooper.  In  1820  he  brought  his  family  to  Indiana, 
and  for  three  years  they  lived  in  Wayne  County. 
In  the  fall  of  1823  he  made  still  another  move  and 
coming  to  Fountain  County  entered  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  from  the  Government,  situated  on 
Section  8,  Township  19,  Range  6,  and  he  thus  be- 
came the  first  permanent  settler  of  Cain  Township, 
his  nearest  neighbor  being  eight  miles  away.  The 
entry  of  his  land  was  made  at  Terre  Haute,  but 
the  land  office  was  afterward  removed  to  Craw- 
fordsville,  and  his  place  was  on  the  road  that  led 
from  that  city  to  Covington,  in  a  wild  and  lonely  spot, 
all  the  country  around  being  a  howling  wilderness. 
Indians  still  roamed  the  forests  as  in  the  days 
when  they  had  full  possession,  and  deer,  wild  tur- 
keys, wolves  and  other  wild  animals  abounded, 
bears  being  seen,  too,  occasionally.  Copperhead 
and  rattlesnakes  were  prevalent,  and  often  the  cat- 
tle on  the  bluffs  would  be  bitten  by  those  noxious 
reptiles.  The  Indians,  who  were  of  the  Pottawat- 
omie tribe,  were  troublesome,  as  they  had  rio  re- 
gard for  the  rights  of  others  and  did  not  scruple  to 


appropriate  all  propertj'  that  they  could  lay  their 
hands  on  in  many  cases. 

Mr.  Mendenhall  built  a  log  house  for  a  dwelling 
and  proceeded  to  clear  his  land.  It  was  not  long 
before  he  was  joined  by  other  settlers,  and  he  soon 
found  himself  surrounded  by  neighbors.  In  the 
quarter  of  a  century  that  elapsed  between  the  time 
of  his  coming  here  and  the  date  of  his  death,  Au- 
gust 25,  1848,  he  wrought  a  great  change  on  his 
homestead  by  his  steady  industry,  making  a  good 
farm  of  it.  He  was  of  a  genial,  obliging  disposi- 
tion, and  held  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  his 
fellow-pioneers,  among  whom  he  had  many  per- 
sonal friends.  Politically  he  affiliated  with  the 
Democrats  and  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  public 
life  of  his  county,  which  he  Berved  in  various  offi- 
cial capacities.  He  was  at  one  time  County  Com- 
missioner, and  he  subsequently  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  three  consecutive  terms,  while 
later,  in  1840,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate. 

Mr.  Mendenhall' s  wife  preceded  him  in  death, 
dying  August  18,  1845.  They  had  eleven  children, 
ten  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  our  subject  now 
being  the  sole  survivor  of  the  family.  The  others 
were  Taliferro,  who  died  February  5,  1835;  Jane, 
who  married  Morgan  Addington;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Wade;  Dorcas,  who  married  William 
Addington;  Mary,  who  married  Warren  Dewey; 
Temperance,  who  married  William  Douohue; 
William  N. ;  Betsy,  who  married  Joseph  Zumalt; 
and  Judith,  who  married  Perry  De  Vore. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  June  21, 
1817,  in  Granger  County,  Tenn.  He  was  but 
four  years  old  when  his  father  removed  to  White- 
water, this  State,  and  but  six  years  of  age  when 
he  settled  in  Cain  Township.  The  first  school  that 
he  attended  was  held  in  a  round  log  house  that 
had  puncheon  floor  and  benches.  A  hewed  log 
house  took  the  place  of  that  building,  and  slat) 
seats  superseded  the  puncheon  benches.  Our  sub- 
ject worked  on  the  old  homestead  for  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  he  then  engaged  in 
farming  there  on  his  own  account.  He  was  married 
January  10,  1839,  to  Miss  Susan  Bever,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mathias  Bever,  who  was  an  early  settler  of 
the  township.  She  was  born  August  2,  1815,  in 
Adams  County,  Ohio,  and  was  nine  years  old  when 
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the  family  came  to  Indiana.  Mr.  Mendenhall  con- 
tinued to  live  on  his  father's  place  for  some  time 
after  his  marriage,  but  he  finally  removed  to  a  farm 
on  Section  19,  which  comprised  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  fine  farming  laud,  which  he  retained 
in  his  possession  until  the  spring  of  18S7,  when  he 
sold  it  and  retired  from  active  business  to  Hills- 
boro,  where  he  is  enjoyiug  the  fruits  of  his  early 
labors  as  a  practical,  wide-awake  farmer.  He  is 
still  exceedingly  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to 
agriculture,  and  is  well  posted  in  what  is  going  on 
in  the  country.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order  and  has  held  the  office  of  Treasurer  in  his 
lodge.  Politically,  he  is  an  uucompromisiug 
Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  are  among  the  first 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  identifying 
themselves  with  its  every  good  work,  and  he  is  an 
elder  in  the  church.  He  has  held  public  offices 
with  honor  to  himself  and  to  the  benefit  of  the 
community.  Three  times  he  has  been  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  he  was  Trustee  of  the  Township 
two  terms. 
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SA  W.  CORN,  who  resides  on  Section  25  in 
,,  the  southern  part  of  Union  Township, 
"V  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
tile  and  lumber,  is  a  native  of  Montgomery 
Coimty,  and  is  numbered  among  its  most  active 
and  enterprising  young  business  men.  He  is  a 
son  of  Albert  Corn,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
the  county,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  work. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  17,  1855,  in 
Walnut  Township,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  in  working  in  the  timber.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  the  place  where  he  now 
lives,  he  and  his  bride  beginning  life  together  in 
a  little  log  cabin,  in  which  they  lived  two  summers 
and  one  winter.  He  then  replaced  that  humble 
dwelling  by  the  neat  and  substantial  frame  resi- 
dence which  they  now  occupy.  He  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  from  1878  until  1880,  and  in  the 
latter  year  he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  tile. 
In    1887    he   began    to    make   lumber,    and    now 


operates  both  a  tile  factory  and  a  sawmill.  He 
has  all  the  facilities  for  both  industries,  having  a 
full  equipment  of  the  best  machinery  for  the  pur- 
poses, including  two  large  engines,  one  for  the 
factory  and  the  other  for  the  mill,  and,  by  strict 
attention  to  business  he  has  built  up  one  of  the 
best  trades  in  the  county,  his  tile  being  of  a  supe- 
rior quality  and  commanding  a  ready  sale,  as  well 
as  his  lumber. 

Mr.  Corn  married  Miss  Anna  A.  Lemmou,  and 
they  have  established  a  cheerful,  happy  home, 
where  comfort  reigns  supreme  and  hospitality 
abounds.  Mrs.  Corn  is  one  of  the  three  children 
of  Jacob  M.  Lemmon,  who  is  railway  agent  at 
Mace,  where  he  has  resided  for  twenty-one  years. 
He  came  to  Indiana  from  Marysville,  Union 
County,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corn  have  had  six 
children,  of  whom  the  following  four  are  still 
living:  Nina  A.,  Ernest  W.,  Fern  and  John  A. 
David  and  Marion  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  is  generous  and  public  spirited  as  a 
citizen,  taking  pride  in  the  progress  of  his  native 
county;  he  is  upright  as  a  man,  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  whose  interests 
he  has  very  much  at  heart;  in  his  domestic  life  he 
is  all  that  a  true  husband  and  kind  father  should 
be,  while  his  neighbors  ever  find  him  friendly  and 
obliging.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially 
is  a  member  of  New  Ross  Lodge,  No.  59,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  also  belongs 
to  Mace  Lodge,  No.  55,  Knights  of  Pythias. 
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JONATHAN  F.  CHESTERSON  owns  and  is 
profitably  managing  the  fine  old  homestead 
on  Section  21,  South  Union  Township,  which 
was  taken  up  from  the  Government,  when 
this  country  was  a  wilderness,  by  his  grandfather, 
James  Chesterson,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Montgomery  County.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Kankakee  County,  111.,  June  5,  1849.  His 
father,  the  venerable  George  Chesterson,  a  well- 
known  resident  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Ohio, 
a  son  of  James  and  Betsey  (Linn)  Chesterson,  and 
he  was  four  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to 
Indiana  in  1825  and  settled  upon   a  tract    of  land 


500 


PORTRAIT   AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


that  was  entered  from  the  Government,  they  being 
among  the  very  first  to  locate  in  this  township  and 
here  their  remaining  clays  were  passed  amid  pio 
neer  environments. 

The  father  of  subject  was  one  of  several  children 
and  he  was  early  set  to  work  to  help  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  home  farm,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  sous  of  most  pioneer  farmers.  In  due  time  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer  and  was 
fortunate  in  securing  the  active  co-operation  of  a 
most  capable  wife  in  the  person  of  Louisa,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Fender,  a  farmer  of  White  Water. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Chesterson  farmed  in  Union 
Township  for  awhile,  removing  two  years  later  to 
Kankakee  County,  111.  After  a  live  years'  resi- 
dence there,  he  returned  to  this  county  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Union  Township  adjoining  the 
place  where  his  son  of  whom  we  write  lives.  Two 
or  three  years  later  he  left  that  place  for  his  pres- 
ent home,  where  he  is  spending  his  declining 
years  pleasantly.  He  enjoys  the  respect  of  the 
entire  community  as  a  man  of  sterling  merit,  who 
leads  a  consistent  Christian  life  and  is  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically,  he  is 
a  stanch  Democrat. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
ten  are  living:  James,  Jonathan,  Nelson,  Thomas, 
Milton,  Elizabeth,  William,  Emma,  Franklin  and 
Charity.  Ella  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  Our 
subject  was  but  a  small  child  when  his  father  re- 
turned to  Indiana,  therefore  his  life  has  been 
mostly  passed  in  this  county.  He  grew  up  with  a 
practical  knowledge  of  farming  and  has  made  it 
his  calling.  He  now  owns  the  farm  that  his  grand- 
father reclaimed  from  the  forest  wilds  and  has  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  highly  fertile  land, 
which  has  been  placed  under  the  best  of  tillage 
and  is  well  supplied  with  modern  improvements. 
He  devotes  it  to  general  farming  and  raises  a  good 
class  of  stock. 

Mr.  Chesterson  was  married  April  15,  1872,  to 
Sarah  J.  Byrd.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Byrd,  who  died  in  1870,  while  her  mother  is  stdl 
living  and  makes  her  home  in  Union  Township. 
The  great  sorrow  of  the  otherwise  happy  wedded 
life  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  in  the 
death   of   their   little   daughter    Ella,    their    only 


child,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  six 
months. 

Mr.  Chesterson  holds  a  high  place  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  fellow  citizens  on  account  of  hisvrpright 
principles  and  high  moral  character.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  Democrat  and  is  true  to  his  party.  Relig- 
iously, he  is  a  member  of  Mt.  Tabor  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Steward,  and 
he  uses  his  influence  to  upbuild  church  and  Sun- 
day school. 
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ICHAEL  KELLY  is  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Hotel  Grinley  at  Rockville, 
Parke  County.  He  was  born  in  Strat- 
ford, Canada,  December  8,  184-6,  being 
the  son  of  Michael,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  who 
emigrated  from  Ireland.  The  latter  was  born 
about  the  year  1808,  and  after  his  emigration  to 
Canada  remained  there  for  four  years.  He  then 
located  in  Attica,  in  1848,  where  he  engaged  as  a 
contractor  on  the  Wabash  Canal  and  later  removed 
to  Montezuma,  where  he  followed  railroad  con- 
tracting. His  next  move  was  to  Crawfordsville  of 
this  state,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Crawfordsville  and  afterward  received  a  good  busi- 
ness education  in  the  Eastman  Business  College  of 
Chicago.  Returning  to  Indiana,  he  then  located 
in  Crawfordsville  where  he  engaged  in  various 
business  enterprises  and  there  continued  to  reside 
until  1888.  Foremost  among  his  undertakings  in 
that  city  he  was  running  the  Sherman  House,  and 
for  a  long  time  was  also  interested  in  a  restauraut. 
For  eight  yearB  he  was  a  contractor  for  building 
gravel  roads  and  ditches.  For  the  past  five  years 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  Rockville,  and  has  made 
a  success  of  his  hotel,  being  the  owner  of  the 
building.  He  has  a  large  saloon  in  the  building 
which  he  manages.  The  Hotel  Grinley  is  a  first- 
class  two  dollar-a-day  house,  which  caters  to  first- 
class  custom,  and  does  a  very  large  business,  prin- 
cipally with  traveling  men. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  Crawfordsville, 
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Iud. ,  to  Miss  Jennie  E.  Casey,  who  died  in  1871, 
leaving  one  child,  M.  D. ,  now  of  the  firm  of  M. 
D.  Kelly  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  Hotel  Grinley. 
This  gentleman  is  one  of  the  enterprising  young 
business  men  of  Rockville,  and  to  his  enterprise 
and  business  tact  is  due,  in  a  large  measure,  the 
remarkable  success  of  the  hotel.  In  1875  our  sub- 
ject married  Miss  Bridget,  daughter  of  William 
Tobin,  of  Greencastle,  Ind.  To  them  have  been 
born  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Grace,  Hugh  and  Paul. 

In  1880  Mr.  Kelly  made  the  race  for  County 
Recorder  of  Montgomery  County,  being  a  candi- 
date on  the  Republican  ticket  and  was  beaten  by 
only  one  vote.  In  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  en- 
listed as  a  private  soldier  in  Company  E,  One 
Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  is  at 
present  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. Both  he  and  his  entire  family  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mrs. 
Kelly  is  a  refined  and  cultivated  lady  and  to  her  a 
large  share  of  the  success  her  husband  has  achieved 
is  justly  due  as  she  has  encouraged  him  and 
given  him  the  benefit  of  her  wise  advice  and  judg- 
ment  in   his  undertakings. 
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Ejs  ENJAMIN    GARDNER.     The    history    of 
^   every  community  is  made  up,  so  far  as   its 
9)   more  interesting  features  are  concerned,  of 

the  events  and  transactions  of  the  lives  of 
its  prominent,  representative  citizens.  In  any 
worthy  history  of  Fountain  County  an  outline  of 
the  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  should  not 
fail  to  be  given,  together  with  a  sketch  of  his 
family.  He  has  been  upright  and  honorable  in 
every  relation  of  life,  and  although  quiet  and  un- 
assuming, his  life  has  been  full  of  good  deeds. 
Mr.  Gardner  claims  Ohio  as  his  native  state,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Richland  County  on  the  6th  of 
April,  1820,  but  his  parents,  James  and  Rebecca 
(Stewart)  Gardner,  were  both  natives  of  Cayuga 
County,  New  York. 

The  elder  Gardner  moved  with  his  family  to 
the  Buckeye  State  in  1816  and  settled  near  the 
line    of    Western    Reserve.      Later   he   moved    to 


Huron  County,  just  across  the  reserve,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for  some  time. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1836,  our  subject 
ran  a  hotel  in  the  village  of  Paris,  now  Plymouth. 
In  1845  he  came  to  Indiana,  settled  in  Covington, 
and  was  engaged  in  working  by  the  month  for  J. 
G.  Hardy,  for  seven  years,  or  until  1852.  He  then 
opened  a  meat  market  and  continued  this  until 
1860,  when  he  engaged  in  pork-packing  in  partner- 
ship with  Thomas  Bennett,  now  of  Russellville, 
111.  After  this  for  about  eight  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  same  business  with  J.  G.  Hardy, 
being  at  Covington  three  years  of  that  time. 

Following  this  our  subject  was  engaged  in  the 
pork  packing  business  at  La  Fayette  for  eight 
years  and  met  with  the  best  of  success,  at  times 
running  a  business  of  upward  of  $50,000.  He 
gave  his  entire  attention  to  this  calling,  and  being 
enterprising,  thoroughgoing  and  practical,  the  best 
results  attended  his  efforts.  Since  then  he  has 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  one  mile 
from  Covington,  and  in  this,  as  in  all  other  occu- 
pations, he  has  made  a  complete  success.  He 
owns  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  excellent 
land  and  all  his  farming  operations  are  conducted 
in  a  mnnner  showing  him  to  be  a  man  of  good 
judgment  and  one  capable  of  conducting  almost 
any  enterprise. 

In  1867  our  subject,  with  Mr.  Hardy,  owned 
two  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Kansas  and  in  1888  Mr.  Gardner  sold  his  interest 
to  Mr.  Hardy.  (The  latter  recently  died  in 
Toledo,  Ohio.)  Our  subject  entered  over  nine 
thousand  acres  of  land  at  a  cost  of  sixty-seven  and  a 
half  cents  per  acre,  in  Kansas,  and  spent  several 
months  there.  In  1887  he  fenced  this  land  him- 
self. In  his  political  views  Mr.  Gardner  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  is  not  a  strict  partisan,  voting  for 
the  man  instead  of  the  party.  After  a  long  and 
useful  life  he  has  retired  from  the  turmoil  and 
worry  of  life  and  from  now  on  will  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  labors.  He  resides  on  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive agricultural  spots  in  the  county,  being 
conspicuous  for  the  management  that,  while  mak- 
ing it  neat  and  attractive,  still  shows  prudence 
and  economy. 

The  nuptial  day  of  our  subject  occurred  in  the 
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year  1849,  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  when  he  led  to 
the  altar  Miss  Mary  Adeline  Worth,  who  only  sur- 
vived until  1852.  Our  subject's  second  marriage 
occurred  in  1855,  at  Covington,  to  Miss  Charlotta 
Savage.  The  following  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Lincoln,  the  eldest  son,  lives  on  a  farm; 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  Julian  Martin,  resides  in  Coving- 
ton; Alanson,  engaged  on  the  Clover  Leaf  Rail- 
road ;  Charles,  time-keeper  on  the  C.  &  E.  I. ,  at 
Danville,  111.,  and  James  and  Celia  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Gardner  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Citizen's  Bank  with  Hardy  and  Reed,  and 
was  connected  with  this  for  three  years. 


*****£**^||||&**3S*S*SK* 


jj  OBERT   CAMPBELL,    a    leading   citizen, 
and  for  nearly  a  half  century  a  successful 


\^  merchant  tailor  of  Newtown,  Fountain 
■fj  County,    Ind.,    and    but    recently  retired 

from  active  work,  is  ably  represented  in  the  busi- 
ness world  by  his  energetic  sons,  who  are  now 
prominently  connected  with  various  commercial 
interests  of  the  county.  In  the  conduct  of  his 
business  and  in  the  daily  walk  of  life  our  subject 
has  ever  been  most  upright  and  honorable,  and 
thus  deservedly  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  general  public,  whose  good  will  and  custom 
he  has  enjoyed  for  so  long  a  time. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Campbell  are,  as  his  name 
would  indicate,  of  Scotch  origin.  It  is  certain 
that  the  Campbells  left  their  native  "  heath  "  at 
a  very  early  period,  and  that  here  in  the  "  land 
of  the  free"  they  established  homes  and  reared 
families  of  sons  and  daughters  who  were  closely 
identified  with  the  history  and  foundation  of  our 
country's  independence.  The  Campbells  are  re- 
corded as  having  fought  bravely  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  and  their  descendants  have  ever 
occupied  a  respected  position  among  the  honest, 
intelligent,  law-abiding  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  James  and 
Sarah  (Hoffman)  Campbell.  The  father  was  born 
in  New  Jersey  and  the  mother  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  undoubtedly  a  direct  descend- 
ant of  the  family  of  Hoff  inaus,  who  came  from  Ger- 


many, and  settled  among  the  substantial  and  worthy 
colonists  of  the  Quaker  State.  James  Campbell 
married  his  wife  in  the  state  of  her  nativity,  and 
there  they  began  together  life's  duties,  and  as 
their  family  clustered  about  them  taught  to  each 
child  the  lessons  of  honest  industry,  which  well 
fitted  their  sous  and  daughters  to  become  ener- 
getic and  self-reliant  men  and  women. 

Robert  Campbell  was  born  in  the  pleasant 
home  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  in  1821, 
and  there  received  his  education  and  learned  his 
trade.  In  1843,  having  attained  his  majority,  he 
determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  farther 
west,  and,  journeying  to  Indiana,  located  in  his 
present  home,  which  has  been  his  permanent  resi- 
dence ever  since.  Arriving  in  Newtown,  at  twen- 
ty-two years  of  age,  with  no  capital  save  his  abil- 
ity and  energy,  our  subject  has  been  prospered, 
and  now  at  three  score  yeai-s  and  ten  enjoys  a 
competence  earned  by  years  of  honest  toil  and 
wise  investment. 

In  1853  Mr.  Campbell  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Scott,  a  daughter  of  H.  S.  Scott, 
who  is  very  widely  known  as  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers who  migrated  from  Virginia  to  Fountain 
County.  *Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  are  the  parents 
of  three  children — Herbert,  Robert  and  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  Alber  VanDervolegen,  whose  father 
and  mother  were  among  the  pioneers  of  the  state, 
and  intimately  associated  with  the  early  history  of 
the  county's  settlement.  The  sons  Herbert  and 
Robert  Campbell  are  progressive  citizens,  deeply 
interested  in  building  up  the  local  interests  of 
their  home,  and  are  active  in  every  enterprise  of 
merit  in  their  locality.  Their  efficient  ability  and 
upright  character  have  gained  them  a  prominent 
position  in  both  social  and  business  circles  of  the 
county. 

Our  subject  and  his  family  are  all  Presbyte- 
rians, valued  members  of  the  church,  and  active 
workers  in  the  benevolent  and  religious  duties  de- 
manded of  that  organization.  Mr.  Campbell  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  has  for 
many  years  been  counected  with  that  honorable 
and  ancient  society.  During  his  entire  life  he 
has  been  deeply  interested  in  politics,  regarding 
the  conduct  of  national  and  local   affairs  as  the 
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deciding  factor  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Republic. 
"Born"  a  Democrat,  he  changed  his  convictions 
with  the  times,  and  is  now  a  standi  Republican, 
and  never  fails  to  do  his  duty  on  election  day. 


-f^-K^rM- 


^^^SN1^: 


d/OHN  FOREMAN.  The  agricultural  dis- 
tricts of  this  great  commonwealth  are  the 
'  homes  of  scores  of  worthy  men  whose  lives 
have  been  spent  in  such  a  manner  as  to  win 
the  respect  of  those  with  whom  they  associate, 
while  their  well-directed  efforts  have  resulted  in 
comfortable  homes  and  many  enjoyments.  In 
Parke  County  frequent  representatives  of  this  class 
may  be  found,  and  one  of  them  is  he  whose  history 
will  be  outlined  in  these  paragraphs.  His  home 
is  located  on  Section  32,  Washington  Township, 
where  he  has  a  thoroughly  tilled  farm,  whereon 
may  be  found  such  buildings  as  are  made  neces- 
sary by  the  extent  of  his  work,  or  such  as  will  in- 
crease the  comfort  of  his  home  life. 

Mr.  Foreman  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
in  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Foreman.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  lived  on  a 
farm  all  his  life,  where  he  reared  a  famil}'  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  but  two  survive — David,  of  New- 
castle, Ind.,  and  John,  our  subject.  The  latter 
began  life  for  himself  when  but  a  mere  lad.  He 
turned  his  face  toward  the  west  and  came  with 
another  family  to  Indiana,  remaining  at  Arbana 
for  a  few  years,  when  he  came  to  Parke  County. 

As  a  life  companion  Mr.  Foreman  chose  Miss 
Nancy  Wells,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Ind., 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  1858.  She  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  namely :  Louisa,  Or- 
manda,  Maria  and  Wallace.  At  first  Mr.  Fore- 
man met  with  many  discouragements,  but  being  a 
man  of  push,  pluck  and  perseverance,  he  encount- 
ered all  these  difficulties  with  a  brave  heart,  and 
after  working  by  the  month  for  a  time,  his  orig- 
inal sum  of  $10  was  increased  until  he  was  en- 
abled to  rent  a  piece  of  property.  At  this  junct- 
ure he  took  uuto  himself  a  wife,  whom  we  have 
before  mentioned.  By  living  economically  and  at- 
tending strictly  to  his  pursuit  Mr.  Foreman  finally 


purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-five 
acres,  a  portion  of  which  he  divided  among  his 
children.  He  owes  his  present  prosperity  solely  to 
his  own  industry,  and  in  his  career  he  has  shown 
himself  possessed  of  those  faculties  that  are 
requisite  to  success — sagacity,  far  reaching  fore- 
thought and  a  practical  tenacity  of  purpose. 


->-  ^  ■>  ->-  j^  ■>■  ->-  ->- 
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D^R.    WALLACE    M.    PURCELL,    who   has 
I   been    a  resident   of  Rockville   since   May, 
J    1890,  where  he  is  gradually    building  up  a 

good  business,  was  born  at  Pleasant  Gar- 
den, Putnam  County,  Ind.,  February  24,  1839. 
His  parents,  John  M.,  and  Adaline  D.  (Freeman) 
Purcell,  were  both  born  in  Orange  County  this 
state.  Both  came  to  Putnam  County  at  the  age  of 
ten,  and  later  became  known  to  each  other  at 
Pleasant  Garden,  where  they  were  married,  and 
reared  a  family  of  four  children,  namely:  Bruce  R., 
who  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry, 
in  1861,  and  became  a  veteran  by  re-enlistment. 
He  was  shot  through  the  knee-joint,  while  skir- 
mishing near  Dallas,  Georgia,  May  28,  18(34,  and 
died  from  the  effects  of  the  injury,  July  12,  1864, 
in  field  hospital,  at  Barton's  Iron  Works,  near 
Altoona,  Georgia.  Helen  Marr,  whose  first  hus- 
band, William  H.  Girton  died  in  the  service  at 
Columbia,  Tennessee,  in  May,  1862.  She  was 
afterward  married  to  George  W.  Osborn,  and  now 
resides  on  a  farm  near  Reelsville,  Putnam  County. 
Dove  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Capt.  John  M. 
Magner,  now  of  Taylorsville,  111.  While  visiting 
her  husband  at  the  front,  she  was  caught  in  the 
battle  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  the  tent  she  was  occupy- 
ing being  pierced  by  many  bullets,  during  the 
early  part  of  the  engagement.  She  died  of  acute 
illness  in  1869.  Wallace  M. ,  the  oldest  of  the 
children,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  had  only 
the  facilities  afforded  by  the  log-school  house  for 
acquiring  an  early  education.  He  was  fond  of 
books,  however,  and  easily  kept  at  the  head  of  his 
classes.  In  March,  1854,  he  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  R.  R.  Stevenson,  as  a  student  of  medicine. 
Dr.  Stevenson  was  a  Kentuckian  by  birth,  and  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  he  threw  up    a    lucrative 
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practice,  went  south  and  joined  fortunes  with  the 
Confederates.  He  became  Quartermaster  at  Ander- 
son ville,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  indicted 
along  with  Wirtz  and  others  for  inhuman  treat- 
ment of  prisoners.  He  escaped  punishment,  how- 
ever, and  later  on  he  gained  considerable  reputa- 
tion by  writing  a  book,  entitled  "The  Other  Side," 
which  had  an  extensive  circulation  in  the  Southern 
states. 

Dr.  Purcell  took  his  first  course  of  lectures  in 
1856-57,  at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  In  1860-62  he  was 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  graduating  with  honor,  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  that  city,  in  March, 
1862. 

He  immediately  entered  the  U.  S.  service,  as 
acting  assistant  surgeon  in  General  Hospital  at 
Mound  City,  Ills.  Id  1863  he  went  to  the  Hos- 
pital at  York,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  1864, 
when  he  returned  to  civil  practice,  to  which  he  has 
since  devoted  his  entire  time  and  attention.  To 
the  performance  of  his  duties,  he  has  brought  a 
clear  head,  analytical  abilities  of  the  highest  order, 
and  a  determination  to  do  that  which  is  right  in 
the  profession,  and  never  betray  a  confidence  that 
has  been  intrusted  to  his  keeping.  Manfully, 
and  tenderly,  he  has  stood  up  to  his  ideal  of  what  a 
general  practitioner  of  medicine  and  surgery  ought 
to  be.  Many  calls  for  his  help  from  distant  parts 
of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  other  states,  give  testi- 
mony to  his  high  standing  in  the  profession,  and 
justifies  the  assertion,  that  now,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
four,  with  ripe  judgment,  and  ample  experience, 
he  ranks  high  among  the  most  distinguished 
physicians  of  Indiana.  He  is  not  a  specialist  in 
any  sense  of  the  term,  but  thinks  that  the  title 
of  "Doctor"  is  the  highest  the  medical  man  may 
aspire  to,  and  that  the  practice  of  medicine  is  the 
noblest  calling  a  man  can  engage  in.  He  believes 
that  the  highest  degree  of  knowledge  attainable 
upon  any  subject,  medical  or  otherwise,  must 
always  be  associated  with  a  high  degree  of  mental 
acuteness,  in  the  individual  attaining  it.  He  there- 
fore concludes  that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  so-called 
specialists  are  selfish  advertisers,  and  quacks,  of 
ordinary  ability,  and  totally  unable  by  reason  of 
mental     incapacity,    to    ever  acquire   pre-eminent 


qualifications,  in  any  field  of  human  thought  what- 
ever. To  the  young  practitioner  he  would  say, 
give  special  study  to  each  case  submitted  to  your 
care;  strive  earnestly  and  faithfully  to  understand 
it;  strive  as  if  you  thought  that  there  was  no  other 
help  but  your  help,  and  if  the  proper  stuff  is  in 
you,  there  will  grow  up  in  your  heart,  courage, 
truthfulness,  tenderness,  benevolence,  and  all  the 
nobler  traits  of  human  character.  The  fruits  of 
victory  will  be  strewn  along  your  pathway,  aud 
you  will  know  that  you  have  not  lived  in  vain. 

The  Doctor  is  a  man  of  extensive  reading,  and 
respectable  literary  attainments,  and  has  the 
faculty  of  expressing  himself  clearly  and  forcibly 
upon  paper.  During  his  career,  he  had  collected 
a  fine  library,  but  unfortunately,  the  major  part  of 
it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  September,  1890.  He 
still  has  however,  a  choice  collection  of  books,  many 
of  them  being  extremely  rare  and  valuable. 

Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  thinks, 
however,  that  voting  is  the  highest  act  of  citizen- 
ship, aud  that  in  the  exercise  of  that  privilege,  the 
voter  who  does  not  endorse  the  best  candidate 
attainable,  does  not  properly  discharge  the  duty 
he  owes  to  society  and  the  state. 

November  8,  1871,  he  removed  an  ovarian  tumor, 
weighing  thirty-two  pounds,  from  Miss  Rachel  E. 
Wigginton,  at  Prairieton,  Vigo  County,  Ind.  The 
results  of  this  operation,  from  a  professional 
point  of  view  were  entirely  satisfactory.  Socially, 
however,  the  affair  terminated  in  a  manner  quite 
unusual  in  such  cases.  The  young  lady  in  bloom- 
ing health,  was  altogether  a  different  being  from 
what  she  had  been  in  mortal  sickness,  and  the 
physician  shortly  afterward  found  his  professional 
interest  in  the  case,  giving  away  to  friendly  interest 
in  the  individual.  Then  followed  the  happy  days 
we  never  forget,  which  linally  culminated  in  a 
■weddiug  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  January  1,  1873. 
Mrs.  Purcell  was  born  in  Mt.  Washington,  Ky., 
September  28,  1845.  Her  parents,  William,  and 
Nancy  Wigginton,  were  natives  of  Virginia.  She 
is  a  lady  of  domestic  tastes  and  habits,  aud  is 
devotedly  fond  of  her  children,  whose  names,  with 
date  of  birth,  are  here  given:  Pocahontas,  Decem- 
ber   27,    1873;     Nellie   Decker,    April    16,    1875; 
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Charles  Frances,  April  12,  1877;  Mara  Rosa,  May 
29,  1880;  Leta  Ruby,  August  1,  1882;  Bertha  El- 
len, July  4,  1884,  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  August 
13,  1887. 

JIONATHAN  VANCLEAVE,  the  venerable  and 
eloquent  pioneer  preacher  whose  early  round 
'  of  ministerial  duties  called  him  to  speak  the 
word  throughout  Missouri,  Iowa,  Illinois, 
Kentucky  and  Indiana,  located  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  more  than  three  score  years  ago 
and  is  to  day  an  honored  resident  of  Brown  Town- 
ship. Aged  in  years,  he  is  yet  well  preserved  in 
mind  and  body  and  strong  in  the  service  of  the 
"Master."  Ordained  in  1849,  and  ever  since 
with  never-failing  zeal  engaging  in  religious  work, 
our  subject  can  to-day  deliver  a  sermon  whose  ar- 
guments are  as  clear,  forcible  and  persuasive  as 
they  were  fully  forty  years  ago. 

Born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  in  1805,  the  Rev. 
Jonathan  Vancleave  may  claim  direct  descent  from 
au  ancestry  of  brave  and  hardy  "patriots.  His 
great-grandfather,  Aaron  Vancleave,  a  man  of  strong 
character  and  earnest  purpose,  emigrated  from 
Holland  to  America  before  the  colonists  had  en- 
gaged in  their  determined  struggle  for  independ- 
ence from  the  mother  country.  Stirring  events, 
however,  were  near  at  hand;  the  whole  country 
was  ablaze  with  indignation,  the  colonies  joined  in 
a  federal  uuion  and  the  war  of  the  Revolution  was 
declared.  Actuated  by  stern  resolve  and  ardent 
enthusiasm,  seven  stalwart  sons  of  the  old  Hol- 
lander entered  the  ranks  and  bravely  fought  for 
God  and  liberty.  Two  of  these  patriotic  defenders 
of  our  national  existence  served  in  the  War  of 
1812. 

The  Vancleaves  settled  in  an  early  day  in  Ken- 
tucky and  the  five  elder  sons  of  old  Aaron  Van- 
cleave— Jonathan,  William,  Ralph,  Aaron  and 
Benjamin — made  their  home  within  the  borders  of 
that  state,  but  one  son  located  in  Ohio  and  another 
in  Virginia.  The  only  sister  of  these  seven  ener- 
getic, hardy  men  was  Jane,  who  married  Squire 
Boone,  the  brother  and  devoted  companion  of  the 
famous  old  hunter  and  Indian  scout,  Daniel  Boone, 
whose   wife    and    daughters   were  the    first  white 


women  who  ever  stood  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ken- 
tucky river.  While  Daniel  Boone  and  his  brother 
were  on  a  hunting  excursion  Squire  Boone  was 
killed  and  scalped  by  the  Indians.  Amid  the  per- 
ilous and  exciting  scenes  of  those  pioneer  days 
upon  the  borders  of  frontier  life,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  Ralph  Vancleave,  was  born;  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Stebbins,  was  a  native  of  Puritanical 
New  England  and  a  woman  of  rare  character  and 
ability;  both  parents  were  deeply  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  religion  and  were  active  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Jonathan  Vancleave,  their  son  and  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  in  1805.  He 
was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  seven  children  and  was 
reared  iu  his  early  home.  In  1827  he  married 
Elizabeth  Vancleave,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Van- 
cleave, a  distant  relative  of  the  family  into  which 
the  young  wife  now  entered.  The  newly-wedded 
couple  journeyed  at  once  to  Montgomery  County, 
Ind..  and  settled  in  the  dense  woods  upon  a  farm, 
where  they  now  reside.  The  Indians  occupied  a 
large  body  of  land  near  by,  but  the  newcomers 
were  fearless  and  soon  grew  accustomed  to  their 
daily  presence.  Our  subject  has  never  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  even  a  primary  school,  but  soon 
after  his  marriage  his  intelligent  and  cultivated 
wife  taught  him  to  read,  and  assisted  by  her  earn- 
est efforts  the  husband  gained  a  wide  book  of 
knowledge  and  a  liberal  education.  Later,  feeling 
himself  called  to  preach  "the  Gospel,"  he  made  a 
preparation  and  was  ordained  in  the  county  in 
1849.  There  were  present  at  the  ordination,  from 
various  localities,  near  and  remote,  the  delegates 
of  seventeen  different  church  organizations,  all 
deeply  interested  in  the  addition  to  their  religious 
forces  of  a  powerful  leader  and  representative  of 
a  family  long  noted  for  their  zeal  in  church  work 

The  Rev.  Jonathan  Vancleave,  as  we  have  be- 
fore mentioned,  did  not  confine  his  ministerial  du- 
ties to  the  state  of  Indiana  but  preached  elo- 
quently in  all  the  neighboring  states,  and  through 
his  earnest  sincerity  and  strength  of  purpose 
wrought  much  good  and  made  for  himself  a  last- 
ing remembrance  in  the  religious  work  of  this 
progressive  century.  Our  subject  and  his  faith- 
ful wife  were  blessed  with  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
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dren,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living:  David  is  a 
farmer  of  Parkersburg;  Ralph  is  a  carpenter  in 
Eluidale;  Ransou  lives  upon  the  old  homestead; 
Adam  is  a  resident  of  Trenton,  Mo.;  Aaron  is  dead; 
Lucy  is  the  wife  of  Mark  Skelton;  Jane  married 
William  Coons;  Emily  is  the  wife  of  Martin 
Badgley.  Although  fast  nearing  his  eighty -eighth 
birthday,  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Vancleave  is  still  a 
hale  and  hearty  man.  His  wife,  the  devoted  sharer 
of  his  life  work,  died  in  1888.  Their  children, 
useful,  upright  and  highly  respected,  are  living 
within  easy  distance,  and  thus  the  venerable  pio- 
neer is  gliding  down  life's  pathway  surrounded 
by  the  loving  care  of  sons  and  daughters  and  still 
enjoying  the  society  of  old  friends  and  neighbors 
of  more  than  a  half  century's  acquaintance.  Our 
subject  owns  a  quarter  section  of  line  land  and 
carefully  treasures  the  old  parchment  deed  which 
fully  records  the  right  of  his  full  possession  to  the 
valuable  acres  therein  described.  The  Vancleaves 
have  almost  always  supported  the  Democratic 
party  since  its  first  formation,  and  our  subject, 
while  never  neglecting  his  religious  work  to  engage 
in  politics,  has  ever  done  his  duty  at  the  polls  as 
became  him  as  a  true  American  citizen  and  ardent 
advocate  of  reform  and  progress. 


**3K***^ 
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AMUEL  M.  COFPMAN,  editor  and  pro- 
.  prietor  of  the  daily  and  weekly  Argus-Netvs, 
/  Crawfordsville,  Iud.,  was  born  in  Rock- 
bridge County,  Virginia,  "  'bout  time  of  de 
After  both  of  those  interesting  events — 
his  birth  and  the  war,  he  lived  with  his  family  in 
Edgar  County,  111.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  newspaper  profession  and 
other  troubles.  He  graduated  from  Wabash  Col- 
lege in  June  1882,  and  soon  became  involved  in 
journalism.  In  October  1889,  he  won  the  heart 
and  hand  of  Miss  Bessie  S.  Keeney,  a  most  beauti- 
ful and  charming  young  lady,  who,  he  says,  has 
managed  to  live  with  him  up  to  the  writing  of  this 
sketch.  He  is  happily  married,  prosperous  in 
business  and  for  these  two  reasons  has  little  else 
to  say. 


SAMUEL  H.  D.  THOMPSON,  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  excellent  citizen,  now  residing 
upon  Section  3 1 ,  of  Madison  Township,  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ind. ,  has  been  located  in 
the  county  all  his  life  and,  since  arriving  at  mature 
years,  has  in  word  and  deed  ever  been  identified 
with  the  best  interests  and  progressive  movements 
in  his  immediate  locality.  Our  subject  is  a  native 
of  Whitesville,  and  was  born  in  1839,  therefore  for 
over  half  a  century  he  has  been  dwelling  within 
easy  distance  of  his  present  home. 

Trained  in  early  life  to  habits  of  industry  and 
self-reliance,  Mr.  Thompson  has  availed  himself  of 
all  opportunities  for  advancement  and  is  an  ardent 
advocate  of  liberal  education  for  the  young.  A 
hard-working,  energetic,  ambitious  man  he  has 
won  a  competence  from  the  soil,  the  broad  acres  of 
his  valuable  and  finely  improved  homestead  at- 
testing his  excellent  business  management  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  general  agriculture.  A 
representative  American,  self-made  and  aided  in 
the  upward  course,  only  by  his  strong  right  arm 
and  honest  life,  our  subject  is  worthy  of  the  re- 
spect and  honor  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who 
know  him. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  born  to  Nehemiah  and  Nancy  (Davidson) 
Thompson,  who  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  was  born  in  the  Quaker  State  in  the 
year  1805,  the  mother  of  the  family  being  her 
husband's  senior,  having  been  born  in  the  first  part 
of  the  present  century.  In  the  eventful  year  of  her 
birth,  1800,  the  seat  of  the  General  government 
was  removed  from  Pennsylvania,  a  state  noted 
from  the  earliest  days  for  the  high  calling,  stead- 
fast purpose  and  energy  of  its  pioneer  settlers.  It 
was  in  this  favored  state,  in  which  the  independence 
of  our  country  was  proclaimed,  that  the  immediate 
ancestors  of  our  subject  made  their  earl}-  home. 
Samuel  Thompson's  paternal  grandfather,  Modes 
Thompson,  was  the  father  of  three  sons,  who  were 
named  Daniel,  William  and  Nehemiah,  the  last- 
named  being  the  father  of  Mr.  Thompson  who  was 
an  excellent  man  and  a  fine  husband  to  his  faithful 
and  devoted  wife. 

In  the  usual  interchange  of  population  constantly 
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going  on  in  America,  even  in  the  very  early  days, 
Pennsylvania  contributed  largely  to  the  population 
of  the  new  western  states.  Among  those  who  went 
out  from  her  borders  was  the  family  of  our  subject, 
whose  permanent  destination  was  Indiana.  The 
eight  children,  of  whom  mention  was  made  before 
were  as  follows:  Moses,  who  died  in  Ladoga,  Ind., 
leaving  a  family;  Jonathan  W.  of  Union  Township; 
Mary  J.,  who  married  Isaac  Schenck,  of  Whites- 
ville;  David  B.  of  Iowa;  Samuel  H.  D. ,  our  sub- 
ject; Nancy  E.,  who  married  William  Oliver  and 
is  deceased;  David  of  Ladoga;  and  Nehemiah,  who 
died  unmarried. 

Samuel  Thompson's  schooling  was  that  afforded 
by  the  public  schools  of  the  county.  At  the  age 
of  thirty  one  years  he  married  Miss  Mary  E  Kerr, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Montgomery  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  three  eons  and  one  daughter  who  are  in- 
telligent young  people  rapidly  advancing  to  ma- 
turity. They  are  the  life  and  joy  of  the  home 
circle,  and  prominent  in  social  gatherings  of  their 
neighborhood. 

In  1861  Mr.  Thompson  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  good  farming  land,  to  which  he 
has  now  added  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight, 
making  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  eight 
acres  of  valuable  land,  well  improved  and  desirably 
located.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  stanch  Democrat, 
and  ably  defends  the  platform  and  principles  of 
the  party.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but 
is  liberal  in  sentiment.  He  believes  in  true  re- 
ligion, and  is  ever  willing  to  do  his  share  in  the 
upbuilding  of  any  denomination  that  needs  his 
assistance. 

THOMAS  F.  PATTON.  Perhaps  no  resident 
in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  has  a  career 
that  affords  a  more  striking  example  of  in- 
dustry, frugality  and  determination  to  con- 
quer circumstances  than  Mr.  Patton,  who,  early  in 
life,  began  his  battle  with  the  world  by  entering 
the  arena  of  business  life.  By  perseverance  and 
industrious  habits  he  has  succeeded  in  accumulat- 
ing a  good  property,  while  his  mental  culture  has 


been  attained  by  extensive  reading  and  close  ob- 
servation. 

Mr.  Patton  was  born  near  Mace,  in  the  year 
1844,  and  has  therefore  been  a  residence  of  Mont- 
gomery County  all  his  life.  His  father,  Isaac 
Patton,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  numbered 
among  the  old  pioneer  settlers  in  this  section  of 
the  state.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a  Miss  Jane 
Hoel,  and  was  also  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a  most 
estimable  lady.  She  departed  this  life  when  the 
subject  of  the  sketch  was  but  nine  days  old. 

Thomas  F.  Patton,  whose  name  heads  this  biog- 
raphy, was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years.  Caro- 
line, the  eldest,  became  the  wife  of  James  Ken- 
nedy; she  died  several  years  ago,  leaving  a  large 
family  to  mourn  her  loss;  David,  the  oldest  son,  is 
a  well-known  resident  of  Elmdale;  John  died  sev- 
eral years  ago;  Lizzie  was  the  wife  of  James 
Graham,  to  whom  she  bore  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  survived  her;  Barney  is  a  resident  of  Da- 
kota; William  lives  in  this  county;  George  W., 
the  seventh  child,  lives  in  Exeter,  Neb.  Mi-.  Pat- 
ton was  reared  by  Abigail  Davis,  to  whom  he  is 
indebted  for  the  care  he  received  in  his  infant 
years,  and  who  is  still  living  at  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety- eight  years.  He  received  a  good  educa 
tion  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county,  and 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age  married  Miss  Lucy, 
a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Jane  (Carson)  Davis, 
both  of  Kentucky.  Previous  to  his  marriage  Mr. 
Patton  had  been  engaged  iu  buying  and  shipping 
stock,  but  after  his  marriage  he  started  on  his  own 
responsibility  at  Ladoga,  where  he  remained  nearly 
two  years.  His  next  enterprise  was  in  Browns 
Valley,  where  he  commenced  the  business  with 
which  he  is  now  so  largely  identified. 

Mr.  Patton  is  recognized  as  a  strong  Republican 
in  political  circles,  and  in  the  year  1886  was  elected 
as  Township  Trustee,  which  office  he  held  two 
years.  His  friends  placed  him  on  the  ticket  for 
County  Commissioner  at  a  recent  election,  but  did 
not  succeed  in  electing  their  candidate. 

As  the  representative  of  large  business  interests 
and  more  than  ordinary  ability  in  commercial  cir- 
cles Mr.  Patton  stands  with  the  leading  citizens  of 
this  community.     He   is  the  father  of  a  family  of 
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eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  bid 
fair  to  swell  the  number  of  intelligent  citizens  in 
this  community.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patton  are 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  rec- 
ognized in  this  body  as  earnest  Christian  workers 
always  anxious  to  promote  the  glory  of  their  Re- 
deemer and  the  welfare  of  their  fellowmen. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Patton  form  an  attractive 
band,  in  the  development  of  whose  understanding, 
and  in  whose  training  in  courtesy  and  good  prin- 
ciples, their  parents  take  great  delight.  Children 
blessed  with  intelligent,  loving  parents,  whose 
daily  care  for  their  welfare  is  bestowed  without 
limit,  have  much  to  be  thankful  for,  and  both  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  highly  respected  members 
of  society,  and  fit  guardians  of  the  family  with 
which  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  them. 


&$£***^* 
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IVTfEWTON    J.     GLOVER.     The    gentleman 
I  \l     wno  Dears  this  name  is  one  who  enjoys  an 
I     l|    enviable  record  in  the  community  in  which 
■T/  he  has  passed   most  of  his  life.      He  was 

born  in  Orange  County,  Ind.,  in  the  year  1825. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  from 
which  state  they  migrated  with  their  parents  to 
Kentucky.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
fine  representative  of  the  patriotic  American,  and 
was  wounded  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  a  member  of  a  large 
family.  She  derived  many  womanly  characteris- 
tics and  virtues  from  her  Scotch-Irish  ancestors. 

Mr.  Glover  came  to  Waveland  in  the  year  1847, 
and  was  married  in  1849.  The  lady  he  chose  for 
his  wife  was  Miss  Matilda  J.,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
John  Milligan,  on  whose  farm  Waveland  was 
located.  The  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of  six 
children:  Robert,  who  is  now  his  father's  business 
partner;  Alice,  wife  of  Albert  Dickey,  of  Tipton; 
Charles,  a  merchant,  of  Judson,  Ind.;  Mary,  wife 
of  George  Hanna,  of  Waveland,  and  John  M.,  a 
merchant  of  New  Market.  Alexander  died  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age  unmarried. 

Mr.  Glover  commenced  the  earnest  labor  of  life 
as  a  carriage-maker,  which  pursuit  he  followed  six 
years  after  coming  to  Waveland.      In  the  year  1853 


he  commenced  the  mercantile  career  which  he  has 
pursued  ever  since.  He  has  conducted  a  thriving 
business  since  the  organization  of  the  firm  of 
which  he  is  the  leading  member,  and  is  admired 
for  his  business  qualities,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  is  loved  and  respected  for  the  gentle  kindly 
spirit  he  shows  towards  mankind  at  large. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  proud  of  the 
fact  that  each  member  of  his  family  in  the  male 
line  has  always  stood  by  the  same  party  as  him 
self.  His  business  operations  are  conducted  in 
that  systematic  manner  which  seldom  fails  of 
success,  and  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  in  the  community.  Mr.  Glover  is  an 
active  and  liberal  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Waveland,  an  intelligent  man  and  a 
broad  thinker.  He  is  not  only  a  Christian  accord- 
ing to  the  teachings  of  his  church,  but  exemplifies 
the  spirit  of  Him  who  taught  the  fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man  in  His  daily  life. 

Mr.  Glover  still  superintends  the  business  of  his 
store,  although  not  obliged  to  toil  "from  early 
morn  to  dewy  eve"  as  when  he  commenced  life. 
He  is  a  most  genial  companion,  his  conversation 
being  filled  with  pleasant  sayings,  his  good  nature 
being  almost  absolute,  and  his  disposition  such  as 
leads  him  to  enjoy  life  by  making  the  burdens  of 
others  lighter.  The  intelligence,  good  judgment 
andenergy  possessed  in  early  life  are  still  apparent, 
and  his  brain  is  aotive  and  clear,  his  judgments 
are  concise  and  his  opinions  give  evidence  of 
thought  and  keen  discrimination  even  now  that  he 
has  passed  the  milestone  of  his  sixty  seventh  year. 

John  M. Glover  is  a  son  of  him  whose  life  we  have 
recorded  above.  He  was  born  in  Waveland  in  1859, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  county.  His  father  being  one  of  the  lead- 
ing merchants  of  this  community  the  son  had 
ample  opportunity  and  special  advantages  whereby 
to  fit  himself  for  the  arena  of  the  business  world. 
The  fact  that  he  made  the  most  of  his  advantages 
is  proved  by  his  engaging  in  business  on  his  own 
responsibility  when  little  more  than  twenty  one 
years  old;  and  his  ability  for  the  work  he  chose  to 
become  engaged  in  is  proved  by  the  success  he 
has  achieved. 

In  the  year  1889  Newton  J.  Glover  opened  the 
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store  in  which  he  now  conducts  his  business,  and 
he  has  steadily  increased  his  trade  and  stock  until 
at  present  he  conducts  an  enterprise  that  would  do 
credit  to  a  much  older  man.  A  little  over  three 
years  ago  Mr.  Glover  married  Miss  Odessa 
Staunton,  a  lady  of  fine  social  qualities  and  graces 
of  heart  and  mind  which  endear  her  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  community  in  which  she  resides. 

As  the  son  of  a  stanch  Republican  and  one  of 
the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Waveland 
Mr.  Glover  has  occupied  a  position  in  social  and 
business  circles  which  one  of  mediocre  talents 
might  find  it  difficult  to  fill.  He  inherits  from  his 
father  a  sturdy  manliness  which  wins  for  him  many 
friends,  and  his  fine  principles  attract  to  him  all 
who  have  dealings  with  him.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  grants  to  others  the  freedom  of 
opinion  which  he  himself  demands.  He  keeps 
himself  thoroughly  posted  upon  leading  events, 
both  political  and  religious,  and  is  a  man  of 
decided  views,  adhering  to  his  convictions  with 
the  natural  strength  of  his  character.  Socially 
Mr.  Glover  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Knights 
of  Pythias. 
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DR.  KENT  K.  STRAUGHAN.  Little  space 
I  is  necessary  to  the  introduction  of  Dr.  K. 
_^  '  K.  Straughan  to  the  people  of  Montgomery 
County,  as  he  is  personally  well  known  to 
them  as  a  young,  able  and  active  practitioner,  and 
as  the  son  of  one  whose  days  of  usefulness  in  alle- 
viating the  sufferings  of  humanity  number  over 
forty-two  years.  Dr.  Straughan  was  born  in 
Scott  Township,  Ind.,  at  which  place  his  father 
located  in  the  year  1850.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  Indiana 
respectively,  and  have  proved  by  their  affiliation 
with  the  best  elements  of  the  community  in  which 
they  have  resided  nearly  a  half  a  century  that  they 
came  of  more  than  ordinary  ancestry.  Many  old 
savants  of  the  medical  profession  claim  that  a  phy- 
sician in  order  to  succeed  must  be  born  with  the 
attributes  of  nature  most  fitted  to  relieve  and  sym- 
pathize with  the  afflicted,  and  it  must  certainly 
follow  that  he  who  follows  in  the  professional  foot- 


steps of  such  an  eminent  father  has  more  than  the 
ordinary  gifts  which  tend  toward  success  in  the 
life-work  he  has  chosen. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Kentucky  about  1800,  and  is  still  living,  a  resident 
of  Fillmore,  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  where  he  en- 
joys the  rest  of  years  well  spent,  and  is  made 
happy  by  the  fact  that  his  family  have  succeeded 
him  with  credit,  even  to  the  third  generation. 

Kent  K.  Straughan  was  born  in  Scott  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  where  his  parents  had  locat- 
ed after  leaving  Kentucky.  Dr.  J.  W.  Straughan 
and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Harrison)  Straughan,  are 
both  descendants  of  a  long  line  of  Kentucky  ances- 
tors, and  the  spirit  of  chivalry  in  one  and  good 
breeding  in  the  other  portrays  the  fact  of  their 
southern  birth.  Dr.  Straughan  arrived  at  years 
of  maturity  in  Montgomery  County,  and  after 
taking  the  common-school  course  entered  the  Rus- 
sellville  Academy,  from  which  he  graduated  and 
then  began  reading  medicine  with  his  father.  In 
the  year  1875  he  entered  the  Indiana  Medical 
College  at  Indianapolis,  from  which  place  he  grad- 
uated three  years  later. 

The  Doctor  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
the  spring  of  1878  at  Parkersburg,  and  afterward 
located  in  Brown's  Valley,  where  he  practiced  suc- 
cessfully for  several  years.  In  1889  he  located  in 
Waveland,  and  by  energy  and  native  ability  has 
built  up  an  extensive  practice.  The  year  1878 
marks  an  era  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Straughan  as  the 
one  in  which  he  obtained  the  consent  of  Miss  Lucy 
B.  Bridges  to  become  his  wife.  To  those  best 
acquainted  with  her  Mrs.  Straughan  represents 
those  womanly  qualities  which  are  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  assist  a  life  partner  toward  success,  and 
as  a  lady  of  gentle  beariug  and  kindly  disposition 
she  is  loved  by  all  who  know  her.  Her  parents 
were  Mr.  A.  C.  and  Mary  (Drennon)  Bridges,  pio- 
neers of  this  county. 

Dr.  Straughan  is  connected  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  also  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Waveland.  Both  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Straughan  are  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Missionary  Church,  in  which  body  they  are  recog- 
nized as  earnest  Christian  workers  and  supporters. 
Three   bright  interesting   children    have    blessed 
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their  union,  and  give  promise  of  the  ability  and 
intellect  to  be  expected  from  those  of  distinguished 
ancestry. 

Dr.  Straughan  has  devoted  his  life  to  his  pro- 
fession, and,  though  young  in  years,  has  met  with 
remarkable  success  and  been  rewarded  by  the 
accumulation  of  a  large  amount  of  this  world's 
goods,  all  of  which  is  the  result  of  his  own  indus- 
try. He  has  always  worked  earnestly  for  the 
advancement  of  Waveland  in  material  prosperity 
and  intellectual  and  moral  growth.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  leading  members  of  society,  where 
their  intelligence  and  refinement  make  them  ever 
welcome  and  give  them  a  standing  merited  by 
people  of  their  character  and  ability. 


^^^^ 


^sS'-W^ 


JAMES  O.  MoCORMICK.  Among  the  lead 
ing  men  of  Waveland  none  occupies  a  better 
position  in  business  and  social  circles  than 
Mr.  McCormick,  whose  name  we  introduce  in 
this  sketch.  By  a  course  of  prudence  and  indus- 
try he  has  become  well-to-do  and  is  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the  township. 
Presiding  over  his  domestic  affairs  is  an  intelligent 
and  capable  lady  who  is  in  all  respects  the  equal 
of  her  husband,  and  enjoys  with  him  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  community. 

John  McCormick,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  a  scion  of  the  old 
Scotch  family  who  migrated  to  America  in  the 
early  part  of  thelastcentury.  Our  subject' s  father 
was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  in  the  year  1808, 
and  moved  with  his  parents  to  Indiana  in  the  year 
1827.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Mary 
A.  Brush,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky,  but 
met  her  husband  and  became  united  to  him  after 
residing  a  number  of  years  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  Ind.  Upon  arriving  in  this  Btate 
Grandmother  McCormick  obtained  land  from  the 
Government,  upon  which  she  built  a  home  and 
turned  her  attention  to  agriculture,  the  grandfa- 
ther having  previously  died  in  Kentucky.  The 
farm  on  which  he  expended  his  first  savings  is 
still  in  the  McCormick  family,  but  is  only  a  part 


of  the  possessions  they  have  obtained  by  industry, 
thrift  and  perseverance.  The  elder  McCormick' s 
family  consisted  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  at- 
tained years  of  maturity  and  one  of  whom,  Andrew 
McCormick,  is  still  a  resident  of  Montgomery 
County. 

James  O.  McCormick  was  born  about  two  miles 
north  of  the  village  of  Waveland  in  the  year  1845. 
He  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  born 
to  Preston  and  Mary  A.  (Brush)  McCormick. 
When  twenty-seven  years  old  Mr.  McCormick  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  J.,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Moore,  of 
Kentucky.  Mr.  Moore  died  near  Lexington,  Ky., 
in  the  year  1871,  and  after  his  death  Mr.  McCor- 
mick and  his  wife  remained  on  the  farm  for  nearly 
two  years.  In  the  year  1874  Mr.  McCormick  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business,  in  which  line  he 
remained  for  thirteen  years,  after  which  time  he 
sold  a  half  interest  and  entered  into  a  partnership 
with  George  Seybold,  the  hardware  merchant.  In 
1889  he  disposed  of  his  share  in  the  hardware 
business  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flour 
and  feed,  in  which  business  he  has  since  remained. 

Mrs.  McCormick  deserves  mention  as  one  of  the 
best  business  women  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Her 
specialty  is  the  adornment  of  her  own  sex,  at  which 
she  is  an  artist  and  appreciated  bb  such  by  the 
many  patrons  to  whom  she  has  catered  as  a  mil- 
liner since  1886.  Mrs.  McCormick  has  borne  her 
husband  three  children:  Milford  M. ,  Perley  D. 
and  Vera  E.  Both  she  and  her  husband  are  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Waveland,  and  are  recognized  among  the  best  ele- 
ments of  citizenship  in  the  eommunity. 

Although  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  business, 
contributing  to  its  success  time,  energy  and  the 
attention  to  detail,  which  engenders  success,  Mr. 
McCormick  has  many  times  represented  his  party 
in  political  offices.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board  since  1880,  and  has  served  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  Secretary  to  that  body  for  many  years. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  recognized  in 
the  community  as  a  man  eminently  fitted  to  fill 
any  office  bestowed  on  him  by  his  party.  Socially 
he  is  a  Mason  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
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OBERT  MITCHELL,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  farmers  of  Raccoon  Township, 
Parke  County,  was  born  four  miles  south- 
west of  where  he  now  resides,  May  8, 
He  is  the  older  of  two  sons  and  the  ninth 
in  order  of  birth  of  a  family  of  children  born  to 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Bell)  Mitchell.  The  former 
parent  was  born  in  Pittsylvania  County,  Va.,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1793,  and  was  about  eighteen  years  of 
age  when  the  family  left  Virginia  for  Kentucky, 
settling  in  Mercer  County. 

When  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  Robert  Mitch- 
ell, the  elder,  married  Miss  Margaret  Adams,  and 
in  1817  came  to  Parke  County,  locating  on  a  tract 
of  land  in  Raccoon  Township,  southwest  of  the 
present  town  of  Bridgeton.  By  this  marriage 
four  children  were  born:  William  D.,  who  is  liv- 
ing on  the  Big  Raccoon  in  Union  Township; 
Peggy  Ann,  who  married  Lewis  Miller  and 
moved  to  Iowa  where  her  husband  died  in  Albia, 
leaving  her  and  ten  children  (Louisa,  Daniel  M. , 
Thomas  Burton,  Margretta,  Samuel  L.,  James, 
Ann,  Charles,  Clara,  and  Laura,  of  whom  but  five 
are  living);  Virginia,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years;  Samuel  Findley,  who  now  lives  in 
Jackson  Township,  this  county.  The  mother  of 
these  four  children  died,  and  the  father  agaiu 
married  December  7,    1826. 

The  lady  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  second  choice  was 
Elizabeth  (Bell)  Miller,  a  widow  lady  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Jacob  Bell,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  was  born  in  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  and  married  Miss  Sarah  Blue,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  of  Dutch  ancestry.  Mrs.  Bell 
had  three  sisters  and  a  brother  (John),  who  came 
to  Parke  County  and  died.  Her  sister,  Mary 
Blue,  married  Mr.  Abel  Ball  and  died  in  this 
county;  Elizabeth  married  a  man  by  the  name  of 
A.  M.  Fergeson,  and  passed  away  at  her  home  in 
Indianapolis;  Nancy  Blue  married  Mr.  James 
Crooks,  the  grandfather  of  the  present  Dr.  James 
Crooks,  of  Bridgeton.  Col.  Bell  came  to  Parke 
County  in  1817  and  located  within  two  and  a  half 
miles  of  the  town  of  Bridgeton,  and  on  what  in 
later  years  was  known  as  the  Daniel  Bell  Farm. 
There  he  lived  until  his  death  in  about  the  year 
1825. 


Elizabeth  Miller  was  a  native  of  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  being  born  August  15.  1798.  She  came  to 
Parke  County  with  her  father,  Col.  Bell,  in 
1817,  where  she  married  Mr.  Jacob  Miller,  and 
became  the  mother  of  two  sons,  John  B.  and 
Jacob,  now  of  Bridgeton,  and  one  daughter,  Sarah, 
deceased.  By  her  second  marriage  she  had  born 
to  her  four  children:  Belviua,  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Webster,  who  had  a  number  of  children  (Mary 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Judge  B.  Loy,  of  Bridgeton; 
Robert  M. ,  Samuel  Findley,  and  Albert,  who  died 
when  a  child.  The  parents  of  these  children  are 
dead);  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Isaac  N.  Bell,  who  be- 
came the  parents  of  eleven  children  (Alinore, 
Amanda  Jane,  Emily  C. ,  John  M. ,  James  Daw- 
son, Arthur,  George  W.,  Annie,  Oliver,  Mary  and 
Charles,  of  whom  all  except  Arthur  are  living 
with  their  mother  in  Raccoon  Township);  Robert, 
who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Col.  Abel 
Mitchell,  the  youngest,  of  whom  a  biography  is 
also  given. 

Robert  Mitchell,  the  father  of  these  children, 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  with 
a  fair  education,  and  he  accumulated  a  fortune.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer  and  served  as  a  Justice 
of  the  Court  for  several  years.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  March  12,  1838,  he  was  one  of  the  Associate 
Judges  of  Parke  County,  and  two  years  prior  to 
the  time  of  his  death  he  moved  his  family  to  the 
farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Big  Raccoon,  a  little  less 
than  a  mile  from  Bridgeton,  where  Abel  Mitchell 
now  lives. 

James  Mitchell,  the  youngest  brother  of  Robert, 
Sr.,  married  Nancy  O.  Burton  in  Floyd  County, 
Ind.,  and  moved  to  Vigo  County,  thence  to  within 
a  few  miles  of  Rockville,  where  he  lived  for  eight 
years.  In  1833  he  went  to  Woodford  County,  111., 
where  he  served  several  years  as  Justice.  He  was 
the  father  of  the  following  named  children:  Will- 
iam, Josephus,  Elizabeth,  Frederick,  John  O. , 
Charles,  James  P.,  Mary  Ann,  Eliza  Jane  and 
Amanda.  The  head  of  this  family  died  in  1873  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  his  wife  in  1S76 
at  seventy-six  years  of  age.  William,  the  oldest 
child  of  the  above,  is  a  farmer  in  Woodford  County, 
111.,  and  in  1837  married  Susan  Lary,  who  bore 
him  four  children:  Nancy  J.,  Henrietta,  Elizabeth 
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and  Amanda  H.  William,  the  father  of  these 
children,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  up  as  did  the 
other  boys  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  receiving  but  a 
limited  education;  but  by  his  diligence  he  acquired 
a  good  store  of  general  knowledge.  After  the  death 
of  his  father  he  remained  at  home  and  took  care  of 
his  widowed  mother  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  years.  At  this  period  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Blake,  a  daughter 
of  Charles  Blake,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
at  New  Discovery.  .  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  have 
had  born  to  them  four  children,  three  boys  and  one 
girl.  The  first  born,  Charles,  died  when  about  six 
years  of  age;  Ruth  died  when  about  the  same  age; 
a  third  died  in  infancy;  Meritt,  the  only  one  living, 
married  Maude  Rogers.  She  bore  him  one  child, 
Robert  by  name,  who  is  living  on  the  farm  not  far 
from  his  father,  in  the  same  township. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  died  in  1872  and  Mr.  Mitchell 
married  Lydia  A.  Hansel,  December  18,  1877. 
This  lady's  father,  George  Hansel,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  county.  The  former  was  a  native 
of  Ohio,  the  mother  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  like  all  the  rest  of  the  name,  a 
Democrat  in  politics;  he  has  served  his  township 
as  Trustee  one  term,  but  of  late  years  has  taken 
but  little  active  part  in  local  politics.  He  is  at 
present  one  of  the  successful  fanners  and  extensive 
land  owners  on  the  Big  Raccoon,  his  present  home 
being  a  part  of  the  estate  on  which  he  was  reared. 
He  is  also  a  strong  temperance  man  and  an  honor- 
able gentleman. 


**£*«*asK!!!Itl 
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JOEL  G.  DEER.  The  Deer  family  are  num- 
bered among  the  early  settlers  of  Montgom- 
ery County  and  their  names  are  enrolled  on 
the  list  of  pioneers  of  the  state.  The  grand 
parents  of  our  subject  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany,  arriving  here  about  the  close  of  the  last 
century;  they  settled  in  Virginia  and  became  iden- 
tified with  the  best  interests  of  the  community  in 
which  they  resided. 


The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Virginia, 
in  the  year  1789,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  enlisted  in  the  army  for  the  War  of  1812, 
being  in  active  service  during  the  famous  opening 
year  of  that  conflict.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  old  Garnet  family,  of  Virginia,  and 
was  a  lady  of  most  estimable  and  lovely  character. 
After  his  marriage  Joel  Deer,  the  elder,  moved  to 
Boone  County,  Ky. ,  where  our  subject  was  born  in 
the  year  1828.  Joel  G.  Deer  was  only  a  few 
months  old  when  his  parents  migrated  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and  located 
near  where  our  subject  now  resides.  They  entered 
a  Government  section  of  timber  land,  whereon  our 
subject's  father  soon  erected  a  log  cabin. 

Joel  Deer,  Sr.,  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability  and  enterprise  for  even  pioneer  days,  and 
after  making  his  family  comfortable  in  their  cabin, 
his  foresight  and  business  ability  suggested  the 
necessity  of  a  grist  and  sawmill  in  his  immediate 
neighborhood.  Not  many  months  elapse  after 
his  arrival  in  the  Hoosier  State  before  we  find  him 
the  possessor  of  an  excellent  milling  plant  and  the 
progenitor  of  a  business  which  has  since  grown  to 
immense  proportions.  His  family  consisted  of 
five  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  is  Joel  G. 
Deer,  whose  life  we  here  sketch. 

Joel  Deer  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Brown  Township  and  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age  married  Miss  Mary  E.  McGregg.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  he  received  from  his 
father  a  present  of  $1,(101)  with  which  to  start  in 
life,  which  sum  he  invested  in  land  on  the  shores 
of  Sugar  Creek.  Some  years  after  his  marriage 
he  joined  his  brother  in  a  partnership  and  together 
they  purchased  their  father's  extensive  milling  in- 
terests. The  Deer  Mills  are  known  as  the  oldest 
enterprises  of  their  kind  in  the  state  of  Indiana, 
it  being  sixty-two  years  since  the  father  started 
this  enterprise  in  the  crude  building  fashioned  by 
himself  in  the  early  pioneer  days. 

The  wife  of  Joel  Deer  has  borne  him  nine  chil- 
dren and  the  living  members  of  his  family  form  a 
more  than  ordinarily  interesting  group.  One  son, 
William  E  ,  gives  promise  of  becoming  a  prosper- 
ous business  man.  He  is  possessed  of  much  of 
the  ability  which    characterized  the  success  of  his 
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grandfather  and  is  at  present  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  milling  business. 

The  history  of  the  Deer  mills  shows  that  their 
proprietors  have  not  enjoyed  uninterrupted  pros 
perity,  for  in  the  year  1877  the  whole  plant  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  at  a  loss  of  120,000,  there  being 
only  $4,000  insurance  on  same.  The  same  pluck 
which  characterized  the  pioneer  grandfather  was 
fully  displayed  by  his  son,  who  quickly  rebuilt  and 
by  patient  industry  brought  the  enterprise  up  to 
its  old  standard.  In  addition  to  his  milling  inter- 
ests, Joel  Deer  owns  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
located  near  Sugar  Creek.  In  the  year  1888  he 
was  elected  County  Commissioner  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  and  held  the  office  one  term.  He  has 
not  been  a  very  active  politician,  preferring  to  attend 
strictly  to  business,  but  he  adheres  to  the  tenets 
of  the  Republican  party  and  can  always  be  counted 
on  to  assist  in  its  campaigns. 

Socially,  Mr.  Deer  is  a  Mason,  in  good  standing, 
and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  as 
a  man  of  upright  principles  and  more  than  ordi- 
nary business  ability. 
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ENJAMIN  KESSLER,  an  excellent  citizen, 
honest,  industrious  and  upright  in  all  his 
dealiugs  with  his  fellowmen,  and  at  one 
time  a  prominent  agriculturist  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ind.,  passed  to  his  rest,  leaving  be- 
hind him  a  large  circle  of  relatives  and  friends  to 
mourn  his  loss.  By  the  death  of  our  estimable  sub- 
ject, the  county  was  deprived  of  a  firm  supporter  of 
its  local  interests,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  truth 
and  justice.  Training  up  his  family  to  habits  of 
industry,  and  guiding  them  into  paths  of  self-re- 
liance and  independence  gained  by  manly  toil,  Mr. 
Kessler  has  given  to  the  western  country  as  repre- 
sentative tillers  of  the  soil,  a  race  of  sturdy  sons 
and  capable  daughters  well  versed  in  agricultural 
duties. 

Benjamin  Kessler  was  a  native  of  the  sunny 
South,  and  was  born  in  Botetourt  County,  Va. ,  in 
1802.  His  German  ancestors  left  their  father 
land  in  the  early  days  of  emigration  to  America, 
and  found  a  home  and  honest  livelihood  among  the 


sturdy  colonists  even  then  laying  the  broad  foun- 
dation of  our  great  republic.  In  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  the  Kesslers  fought  bravely  and  well. 
Later,  in  1812,  they  promptly  came  to  the  aid  of 
the  United  States  and  engaged  in  the  final  conflict 
with  Great  Britian.  The  parents  of  Benjamin 
Kessler  were  undoubtedly  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  located  early  in  Virginia,  where  they  reared  a 
family  of  ten  children,  an  only  daughter  and  nine 
stalwart  sons. 

The  father  and  mother  of  these  children,  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (Shearer)  Kessler,  were  of  strong 
constitution  and  fine  personal  appearance,  and 
from  them  their  daughter  and  sons  received  that 
inheritance  of  vigorous  health  and  robust  physique 
for  which  the  whole  family  were  noted.  Through 
the  various  vicissitudes  of  childhood  they  each 
passed  successfully,  all  living  to  a  good  old  age, 
and,  marrying  in  early  life,  raised  up  numerous  de- 
scendants and  worthy  citizens.  The  son,  Ben 
jamin,  attaining  to  years  of  maturity,  married  Miss 
Maria  Mangus,  who  was  also  a  resident  of  Bote- 
tourt County.  . 

Mr.  Benjamin  Kessler  and  wife  made  their  home 
in  their  native  state,  and  there  became  the  parents 
of  two  children,  John'  M.  and  Elizabeth,  who  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Daniel  Keeney,  and  re- 
sides in  Warren  County,  Iowa.  The  mother  of 
these  children  did  not  long  survive  their  birth,  and 
died  in  her  native  state,  leaving  to  her  husband's 
care  the  little  ones.  Mr.  Kessler  again  married, 
his  second  wife  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Graybill.  By 
this  union  a  family  of  eight  children  came  into  the 
home  circle,  all  of  whom  are  still  living,  and  all 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

These  children  in  the  order  of  their  birth  are 
Catherine,  now  the  widow  of  Jacob  Hines;  Solo- 
mon, of  Bates  County,  Mo. ;  Nathan  G.,  residing 
in  Montgomery  County;  Samuel  P.,  a  citizen  of 
Scott  Township;  Susan,  wife  of  Samuel  C.  Thomp- 
son, of  Boone  County;  Mary;  Nan,  the  wife  of 
William  Mangus;  Jacob,  now  living  in  Clark  Town- 
ship. In  1847  Mr.  Kessler  and  his  family  removed 
from  Virginia  to  Indiana,  and  settled  in  Mont- 
gomery County. 

Nathan  G.  Kessler,  a  prosperous  farmer  and 
progressive  resident  of  Montgomery  County,  who 
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held  the  official  position  of  Town  Trustee  six  years, 
was  also  Supervisor,  and  has  occupied  other  pub- 
lic offices  of  trust  with  honor  and  ability.  He  has 
been  a  constant  dweller  in  the  county  since  he 
journeyed  hither  with  his  father  about  forty-five 
long  years  ago.  Born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  in 
1838,  he  was  but  a  little  boy  of  nine  years  when 
he  arrived  in  Indiana,  and  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  neighborhood  received  his  education.  Sur- 
rounded by  his  brothers  and  sisters  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  in  1866  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Harshbarger,  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  ability. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Gr.  Kessler  have  a  family  of 
seven  interesting  young  people.  One  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  the  others  have  arrived  at  early  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  Their  names  are  Louie  L., 
Samuel  Benjamin,  William  Harry,  Sadie  A.,  John 
Milton  and  Salome  E. 

The  homestead  is  pleasantly  located  and  finely 
improved.  Mr.  Kessler  has  three  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  valuable  land  all  in  the  townships  of 
Union  and  Scott.  This  gentleman,  a  worthy  son 
and  descendant  of  his  father,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  votes,  as  did  his  father  before  him,  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and,  in  the  various  positions  of 
official  trust  connected  with  the  town,  has  ever  ex- 
hibited the  sterling  traits  of  character  which  dis- 
tinguished his  father's  entire  life. 


^^^*^ 


&**l*****^ 


fl    1i  ENRY  L.  CONNERLEY  is  at  present  City 
f "J     Marshal    and    agent    for   the    Adams    Ex- 
1     press  Company  of  Rosedale,  Parke  County. 
■fj  He  was  born  in  Judson,  this  county,  March 

31,  1854,  and  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  in  the 
meantime  receiving  a  good  public-school  educa- 
tion. At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  commenced 
learning  the  carpenter  and  building  trade,  working 
for  fifty  cents  per  day.  At  this  he  served  his  time  • 
and  was  different  from  many  young  men  in  that  he 
never  thought  that  he  had  completed  his  trade  un- 
til he  knew  he  was  master  of  the  situation. 

After  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  Mr.  Con- 
nerley  went  to  Philo,  111.,  and  opened  up  a  con- 
tractor's and  builder's  trade.  Here  he  met  with 
grand  success,  erecting  many  fine  residences  and 


public  buildings,  and  subsequently  opening  up  a 
furniture  and  undertaking  establishment.  He  also 
found  this  a  very  lucrative  business  and  proved  his 
success  by  selling  out,  after  which  he  came  back  to 
Rosedale  and  opened  up  an  establishment  for  the 
same  purpose,  a  portion  of  which  he  used  as  a 
hotel. 

Mr.  Connerley  was  elected  City  Marshal,  serving 
one  year  and  then  made  the  race  for  Justice  of  the 
Peace  against  the  Rev.  Mr.  Webster,  and  was 
elected  with  a  majority  of  over  three  hundred 
votes.  In  this  capacity  he  served  two  and  one  half 
terms,  resigning  before  the  third  term  of  office  ex- 
pired. His  resignation  was  accepted  and  he  was 
then  appointed  Notary  Public,  serving  in  this 
capacity  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
vacated  this  office  in  order  to  accept  the  position 
he  now  holds  with  general  satisfaction  to  all. 

In  1879  Mr.  Connerley  was  united  in  marriage 
to  the  lady  of  his  choice  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Annie  S.  Adams,  the  daughter  of  Elias  and  Sarah 
Adams,  of  Parke  County.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  the  eldest  being  a  pair  of 
twins,  who  both  died.  The  other  one  is  Harmon  L. 
(l)orn  March  1,  1880,  in  Philo,  111.),  who  is  one  of 
the  most  efficient  members  of  his  class  in  the  pub- 
lic school. 

Mr.  Connerley  owns  some  fine  residence  property 
in  Rosedale,  and  recently  sold  his  hotel  building 
to  Mr.  George  Patterson  for  the  snug  sum  of 
$3,000.  He  is  one  of  those  energetic  3'onng  men, 
well  calculated  to  make  a  financial  success  in  the 
world.  Politically  Mr.  Connerley  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  uses  all  his  influence  in  the  support  of 
its  platform.  Since  the  above  was  written  our 
subject  has  been  re-elected  for  City  Marshal.  He 
received  more  votes  than  the  Democratic  and  Prohi- 
bition candidates  combined. 

CHARLES  CROOKS,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Crooks  &  Cahill,  general    merchants 
'   at  Bridgeton,  was  born  January  7,  1864,  in 
Raccoon  Township,  about  one  and  one  half 
miles  north  of  the  village  of  Bridgeton.     He  is  the 
eldest  of  eight  children  included  in    the  family  of 
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William  and  Mary  A.  (Martin)  Crooks.  His  father, 
William,  was  born  in  "New  Discovery,"  Parke 
County,  Ind.,  August  17,  1833,  and  was  the  son 
of  James  N.  and  Annie  (Nevins)  Crooks.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Crooks, 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Parke  County,  and  set- 
tled in  New  Discovery,  where  he  died  many  years 
ago.  Grandfather  Crooks  died  in  the  same  place 
when  his  son,  William,  was  a  young  man.  Will- 
iam Nevins,  the  maternal  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Parke 
County,  but  we  have  been  unable  to  glean  any  in- 
formation concerning  the  ancestry  of  this  family. 

William  Crooks,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  third  in  a  family  of  ten  children:  Margaret, 
who  married  John  N.  Gailey  and  lives  in  Union 
Township;  Mary  Jane,  Mrs.  Alexander  Nevins, 
who  died  leaving  four  children;  William,  who  in 
1857  married  Mary  Ann  Martin,  a  native  of  Mans- 
field, Parke  County;  Samuel,  now  residing  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Union  Township;  James,  also  a 
resident  of  the  home  place;  Martha,  who  married 
James  N.  Jerome  and  lives  in  Oklahoma  Terri- 
tory; Sarah,  who  died  in  her  girlhood;  John,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Missouri;  Louisa,  Mrs.  Henry 
AY  i  miner,  residing  on  a  portion  of  the  homestead 
in  Union  Township,  and  Franklin,  better  known 
as  "Doc,"  also  a  resident  of  Union  Township. 
AVe  are  unable  to  give  an  extended  history  of  the 
Crooks  family  from  the  limited  facts  furnished; 
suffice  it  to  say  that  their  name  is  well  known  in 
the  annals  of  our  country;  their  fidelity  to  duty, 
courage,  honesty  and  patriotism  is  universally  ad- 
mitted, and  as  pioneers  they  have  contributed  to 
the  development  of  this  part  of  Indiana. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  his  brothers  and  sisters  being:  Rose  B., 
Robert  T. ,  John,  Margaret,  Alonzo,  Clara  Lucy 
and  Claude,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The  mother 
of  these  children  passed  away  February  14,  1890, 
mourned  not  only  by  her  immediate  relatives,  but 
by  all  her  associates  and  friends.  Charles  Crooks 
received  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  locality,  and  in  1884  entered  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Terre  Haute,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  For  a  time  after  completing  his  education, 
he  was  unable  to  find  a  position  in  the  mercantile 


business,  for  which  he  had  a  liking,  and  for  a  short 
time  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  with  an 
uncle.  However,  he  had  no  intention  of  following 
that  trade  permanently,  but  he  was  of  an  active, 
enterprising  disposition,  and  preferred  any  kind 
of  work  to  idleness. 

For  six  months  Mr.  Crooks  worked  on  the  farm 
belonging  to  his  uncle,  I.  J.  Glass,  in  Christian 
County,  111.,  after  which  he  returned  to  Bridgeton. 
Being  a  good  musician,  he  joined  the  Bridgeton 
band  and  played  with  it  during  the  campaign  of 
1888.  Through  the  influence  of  his  uncle  Glass, 
he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  store  operated 
by  J.  B.  Fenner,  in  Sharpsburg,  111.,  and  was 
soon  promoted  to  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in 
the  house,  having  entire  charge  of  this  branch  of 
the  business.  There  he  remained  for  more  than 
three  years,  when,  in  June,  1891,  through  the 
recommendation  of  this  firm,  he  secured  a  position 
with  the  wholesale  and  "retail  mercantile  establish- 
ment of  Osborn,  Sharp  &  Company,  of  Montrose, 
Colo.,  where  he  remained  for  some  time.  Upon 
leaving  their  employ  he  received  a  very  high 
recommendation  as  a  faithful  and  capable  business 
man. 

Returning  to  his  native  city,  Mr.  Crooks  found 
employment  in  the  store  of  Pence  &  Holmes.  In 
June  of  1892,  having  saved  from  his  salary  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  him  in  embarking  in  business,  he 
foimed  a  partnership  with  E.  H.  Cahill  and 
opened  a  mercantile  establishment.  '  Their  push 
and  enterprise,  coupled  with  square  dealings  and 
courteous  manners,  have  aided  them  in  building 
up  an  extensive  and  profitable  business.  The  firm 
has  gained  success  from  its  own  capital,  for  while 
the  partners  could  have  commanded  money  and 
backing  from  others,  they  have  steadily  refused  to 
do  so,  determined  to  make  their  fortune  by  diligent 
work,  unaided  by  others.  Mr.  Crooks  socially,  is 
prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  with  which 
he  united  in  the  winter  of  1892  and  is  an  office- 
holder in  the  Bridgeton  Lodge.  In  his  political 
affiliations,  he  believes  that  the  platform  of  the 
Republican  party  will  best  subserve  the  interests 
of  the  people,  and  accordingly  gives  his  ballot  and 
influence  in  support  of  its  candidates  and  princi- 
ples. 
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DANIEL  S.  TREVEY  resides  ou  Section  36, 
Adams  Township,  Parke  County,  and  is  a 
'   son   of    Joseph    and     Rebecca    (Strickler) 

Trevey.  He  was  born  in  Rockbridge 
County,  Va.,  October  15,  1829.  Joseph  Trevey  is 
also  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  born  July  9,  1795, 
and  the  son  of  Joseph  Trevey,  who  was  also  born 
in  Virginia  and  probably  fought  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  going  as  a  drummer  boy,  but  was 
afterward  appointed  to  the  rank  of  Drum  Major. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive place,  where  he  was  given  such  education  as 
could  be  obtained  at  that  time  in  the  primitive 
schools.  After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Strickler  he 
engaged  in  keeping  what  is  now  known  as  the  old 
Red  House  Hotel,  which  is  located  between  Lex- 
ington and  Fairfield  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
Here  he  carried  on  his  business  for  twenty-five 
years,  when  he  closed  out  and  purchased  a  farm 
of  four  hundred  acres  on  North  River,  which  is  the 
present  site  of  Rockbridge,  Bath,  Va.  He  lived 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  September 
7,  1859.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevey  were  born  four 
children,  all  of  whom  reached  their  majority. 
Those  deceased  are  Jacob,  who  died  in  the  prime 
of  life  and  was  a  physician;  Mary,  who  married 
James  Randolph,  and  after  his  decease  was  mar- 
ried to  Doctor  Cross.  She  died  in  Virginia.  Dur- 
ing his  lifetime  Mr.  Trevey  was  very  successful  in 
his  enterprises  and  accumulated  much  property, 
which  he  kept  in  a  well-cultivated  condition. 

Daniel  Trevey  has  one  sister,  Mrs.  Virginia 
Harding,  who  is  the  wife  of  Doctor  Harding,  of 
California.  He  was  educated  in  the  country 
schools,  where  he  received  a  fair  education,  in  the 
meantime  devoting  a  portion  of  his  attention  to 
farm  work.  He  chose  for  a  companion  in  life  Miss 
Mary  A.  Crist,  of  Augusta  County,  Va.  This  lady 
is  the  youngest  daughter  of  Abraham  Crist,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith  by  trade.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Trevey  moved  to  Rockbridge  County, 
thence  to  Augusta  County,  where  he  lived  until  the 
fall  of  1805,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to 
Parke  County,  and  located  five  miles  north  of 
Rockville,  Washington  Township.  Here  he  en- 
gaged in  farmiug  for  about  two  years,  when  he 
moved    to  a  farm   near   Rockville,  and  there  re- 


mained for  a  period  of  three  years.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  this  time  he  located  on  a  farm  belonging 
to  Dr.  Rice,  where  he  remained  until  about  1877.  At 
this  time  he  took  up  his  abode  on  his  present  farm, 
and  there  lived  for  three  or  four  years,  when  he 
moved  to  an  adjoining  farm  where  he  remained  for 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  perma- 
nently located  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Trevey  has  been  the  father  of  six  children, 
of  whom  but  one  is  now  living,  Blanch,  who  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Rockville  and  graduated 
in  1889.  When  but  a  child  she  developed  a  talent 
for  music,  and  as  her  father,  also,  was  a  musician 
he  took  great  pride  in  sending  Miss  Blanch  to 
New  York  City  where  she  studied  and  improved 
her  talents  in  that  line.  She  is  also  taking  vocal 
culture  and  is  now  employed  in  one  of  the  Re- 
formed Lutheran  Churches  of  that  city  as  the  first 
soprano.  She  has  also  gained  distinction  by  sing- 
ing in  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House  and  the 
Seventh  Regiment  Armory  of  the  great  Metropo- 
lis, where  she  is  making  a  splendid  career  for  her- 
self, singing  in  company  with  Emma  Juch  and 
Anna  Burch,  of  whom  the  papers  of  that  city  and 
vicinity  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise. 

Another  sister  of  Mr.  Trevey  who  is  now  de- 
ceased was  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Rice,  who  is  at 
present  engaged  in  pharmacy  in  Rockville.  This 
gentleman  was  educated  in  the  high  school  of 
Terre  Haute  and  the  Waveland  Academy,  and  soon 
commenced  in  his  profession  at  Rockville,  where 
he  continued  for  three  years.  At  the  eud  of  this 
time  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  industry  he 
has  followed  ever  since.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Congregation,  died  November  20, 
1883.  She  left  two  children -Wallace  T.  and 
Harrison  M. — who  are  both  at  home.  Politically 
Mr.  Trevy  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  a  good  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
this  place,  as  was  also  his  father  before  him. 


E 


NOCH  EARL,  who  has  made  farming  his  life 
long  calling,  and  is  one  of  the  sturdy,  practi- 
cal supporters  of  the  great  agricultural  in- 
terests  of   Montgomery   County,  was  born 
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in  1S34  on  Section  14,  Wayne  Township,  on  the 
old  family  homestead  which  is  his  present  resi- 
dence. He  is  a  son  of  John  Earl,  who  is  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  Indiana,  and  who  is 
still  living  on  the  scene  of  his  pioneer  labors,  dis- 
tinguished as  the  second  oldest  man  in  the  county. 

The  venerable  John  Earl  was  born  in  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  September  28,  1798,  and,  although 
he  has  attained  the  remarkable  age  of  ninety-five 
years,  he  is  hale  and  hardy,  and  retains  both  his 
physical  and  mental  faculties  to  a  wonderful  de- 
gree. In  early  manhood  he  married  Sarah  Sayre, 
a  native  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  a  branch 
of  old  Kentucky  stock.  In  1827  Mr.  Earl  jour- 
neyed into  this  state  with  oxen,  and  a  cart  that 
contained  all  his  and  his  wife's  earthly  possessions. 
With  the  cheerful  help  of  his  good  wife  he  erected 
a  cabin,  not  a  nail  entering  into  the  construction 
of  the  building,  and  in  that  humble  abode  they 
began  their  new  pioneer  life.  Then  commenced 
the  hand-to-hand  struggle  with  adverse  circum- 
stances, in  which  he  came  off  conquerer,  as  he  was 
industrious  in  his  habits,  was  endowed  with  never- 
failing  energy,  and  had  the  staying  qualities 
which  so  often  win  the  race.  After  settling  on 
his  land  he  had  but  sixty-two  cents  left,  and 
with  that  small  sum  he  bought  live  hens  from  a 
neighboring  settler,  and  a  rooster  was  thrown  in, 
and  these  constituted  his  only  stock  besides  his 
oxen.  He  worked  with  a  will  to  clear  and  culti- 
vate his  land,  and  in  due  time  had  a  fertile  farm 
as  the  result  of  his  labors.  The  evening  of  life 
tinds  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
early  toil,  able  to  point  to  a  worthy  record  as  a 
man  and  a  citizen  who  is  respected  by  the  people 
to  whom  he  has  been  a  familiar  figure  since  their 
earliest  remembrance. 

Mr.  Earl  is  one  of  four  children  born  to  his 
parents.  His  eldest  brother,  Benjamin  Pierson 
Earl,  was  born  in  Wayne  Township  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  married  Sarah  Westall;  Pheba, 
born  December  24,  1836,  married  Washington  J. 
McCalester  of  Hillsborough;  Elizabeth,  born  May 
15,  1839,  married  John  A.  McCallister,  and  both 
are  dead. 

Enoch  Earl  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer, 
and  early  adopted  the  calling  as  his  own.    He  has 


done  very  well  from  a  financial  standpoint,  and  is 
comfortably  well  off.  His  farm  is  under  a  high 
state  of  tillage,  and  an  excellent  grade  of  stock 
grazes  in  its  pastures.  The  buildings  are  sub- 
stantial and  afford  ample  conveniences  for  all  pur- 
poses. Mr.  Earl  enjoys  a  high  reputation  as  a 
man  of  unswerving  integrity,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  among  the  most  useful  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  toward  the  expenses  of  which  they  con- 
tribute liberally  of  their  means.  Three  of  their 
daughters  belong  to  the  same  church  aud  two  act 
as  teachers  in  the  Sunday-school.  The  elder  Earl 
is  also  interested  in  the  church,  with  which  he  has 
held  close  relations  as  a  consistent  member  some 
sixty  years.  The  whole  family  are  ardent  Repub- 
licans, and  stand  firmly  by  their  colors. 

Our  subject  was  married  at  Crawfordsville,  in 
1863,  to  Mrs.  Elisa  Peed,  daughter  of  William 
and  Hannah  (Dawson)  Peed,  their  marriage  taking 
place  at  Crawfordsville.  They  have  three  children: 
Howard,  who  was  born  January  7,  1865,  mar- 
ried L.  Rainy,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead; 
Phebe,  who  was  born  March  23,  1866,  and  is  a 
school  teacher,  and  Sarah,  who  was  born  March  8, 
1869.  Mrs.  Earl's  daughter  by  her  first  marriage, 
Mary  Little,  who  resides  with  her,  was  born  in 
1855. 

IfOHNSON  COLLI  NGS.  Among  the  worthy 
^  I  citizens  and  honored  pioneers  of  Parke 
\LJ}  County,  no  one  is  more  entitled  to  a  repre- 
sentation in  this  record  of  those  who  have 
made  the  county  what  it  is  to-day,  one  of  the  best 
in  the  state,  than  he  of  whom  we  write.  Mr. 
Colliugs  has  been  thoroughly  identified  with  her 
best  interests,  having  endeavored  in  every  possible 
manner  to  promote  the  county's  welfare.  He  is  a 
leading  farmer  of  Union  Township,  his  home 
being  on  Section  3.  He  is  now  retired  from  the 
active  cares  of  farm  life,  though  superintending 
his  place,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  For  a  half  century  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Predestinarian  Presbyterian  Church,  having 
been  clerk  for  twenty-two  years  aud  a  trustee  for 
thirty-five  years.  In  1875  he  superintended  the 
building  of  the  present  church  structure  in  Greene 
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Township  and  has  ever  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  work  of  its  various  departments. 

Mr.  Collings  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky., 
near  Shelby ville,  the  county  seat,  August  10,  1822. 
His  grandfather,  William  Collings,  was  born  in 
New  England  and  was  of  Irish  descent.  Our  sub- 
ject's father,  Zebulon,  was  born  in  Shelby  County 
in  1802,  in  which  county  the  latter' b  wife  was 
born  two  years  later.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Johnson.  Her  father,  Lanty,  was  a  native 
of  the  Keystone  State  aud  of  Irish  descent. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject's  parents,  in 
Shelby  County,  they  removed  to  a  farm  in  this 
county,  lauding  here  in  1835.  The  father  pur- 
chased land,  the  very  place  where  Mr.  Collings 
now  lives,  buying  it  second-hand.  There  was  no 
house  on  the  place,  therefore  Mr.  Collings  was 
obliged  to  put  up  a  log  house,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing on  the  farm,  a  relic  of  former  days.  The  par- 
ents passed  their  remaining  days  on  the  farm,  the 
mother  dying  at  the  age  of  forty- six,  her  husband 
surviving  her  many  years,  aud  passing  away  at 
the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  four  daughters  and 
three  sons,  all  of  whom  grew  to  adult  years.  Of 
these,  Johnson  was  the  first  in  order  of  birth,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  William  J.,  of  Greene 
Township;  Nancy  Jane,  wife  of  Jesse  Mattox,  of 
Danville,  III.;  Mary,  deceased;  Rebecca,  widow  of 
John  Darr,  of  111.;  Francis,  deceased;  and  George 
W.,  of  Wichita,  Kans. 

Johnson  Collings  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Parke 
County.  He  attended  the  log  school-house  of  the 
period,  and  as  soon  as  large  enough  assisted  his 
father  in  clearing  the  land,  remaining  with  him 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  In  1844  he  was 
united  in  wedlock  to  Mary  Doggett,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  Shelby 
County  in  1826.  She  came  with  her  parents  to 
this  county  in  the  year  1828.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Collings  located  on  a  rented  farm  in  Greene 
Township,  on  which  he  made  his  home  for  two 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  removed 
to  Keokuk  County,  Iowa,'  where  he  purchased  a 
farm,  improved  the  same  and  lived  there  for  five 
years.      Returning  to  Parke  County  at  the  end  of 


that  time  he  bought  the  old  homestead  where  he 
now  resides.  For  about  thirty  years  he  devoted 
himself  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  and 
was  rewarded  by  having  a  farm  model  in  every 
respect. 

To  Mr.  Collings  and  his  amiable  wife  have  been 
born  thirteen  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  lived 
to  mature  years.  The  eldest,  James,  died  at  the 
age  of  seven  months.  The  others  are  as  follows: 
William  N.  who  is  a  resident  of  Greene  Town- 
ship, Parke  County;  Sarah  Ann,  now  deceased, 
wife  of  A.  Collings,  of  Marshall;  Isaac,  of  Greene 
Township;  Martha  Jane  and  Mary  K,  deceased; 
Rebecca,  wife  of  James  Collings,  of  Union  Town- 
ship; George  and  Frances  B. ,  deceased;  Levisa, 
wife  of  Thomas  Marshall,  of  Coxville,  Ind.  ;  Eliza 
B.  and  Wesley,  deceased;  and  Walter  H.,  who  is 
married  aud  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  The 
mother  of  these  children  is  a  pleasant  and  ami- 
able lady,  one  who  has  many  friends  in  this  lo- 
cality and  is  noted  for  her  skill  as  a  housewife 
and  cook.  She  has  been  a  great  help  to  her  hus- 
band and  it  is  largely  due  to  her  cheerful  spirit 
and  counsel  that  he  has  been  so  successful  in  his 
various  undertakings.  Politically  Mr.  Collings  is 
a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 

JiOHN  PENCE.  This  prominent  resident  of 
Raccoon  Township,  Parke  County,  was  born 
/  January  9,  1833,  near  Eaton,  which  is  the 
county  seat  of  Preble  County,  Ohio.  He 
was  the  youngest  of  three  brothers,  and  the  next 
to  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  eight  children. 
Phoabe,  the  eldest,  married  Thomas  Fudge,  and 
Bince  his  death  she  has  made  her  home  with  a 
daughter  in  Morgan  Couuty,  Ind.  Nimrod  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Kesling  and  died  at  the  old  home- 
stead about  1887,  leaving  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  remain  in  Ohio.  Luciuda 
became  the  wife  of  William  Riesinger,  of  Preble 
County,  Ohio.  Daniel  married  Catherine  Fudge, 
and  died  in  Preble  County  about  1860.  Rebecca, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Grain,  resides  near  Lebanon,  Warren 
County,  Ohio.  Rachel  married  Edward  Crain, 
aud  they  also  make  their  home  in  Warren  County. 


PORTRAIT    AND    BIOGRAPHICAL    RECORD. 


525 


Mary,  the  youngest  child,  married  Asa  Riggs,  and 
died  in  Vermillion  County,  Ind. ,  about  1881. 

The  parents  of  this  family  were  Henry  and 
Mary  (Harshman)  Pence.  The  father  was  born  in 
Rockingham  County,  Va. ,  about  1784,  and  was 
one  of  three  brothers,  Peter,  William  and  Henry. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Pence,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  there  he  died  in  1822  at  an 
advanced  age.  The  Pence  family  is  of  German 
extraction,  but  it  is  not  known  how  far  back  the 
family  history  dates  in  this  country,  nor  the  name 
of  the  first  emigrant  across  the  broad  Atlantic. 
Grandfather  Pence  was  a  large  planter  and  slave- 
owner in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  after  his  death 
his  three  sons  went  to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and 
later  made  settlement  in  Preble  County,  where 
they  all  survived  to  a  good  old  age. 

Near  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812  the  father  of 
our  subject  enlisted,  but,  the  war  coining  to  an 
end,  he  saw  no  active  service.  The  early  members 
of  the  Pence  family  were  all  Lutherans  in  relig- 
ious belief,  and  were  sturdy,  upright  men,  but  of 
limited  education.  The  Harshman  family  was  an 
old  Virginian  family,  and  of  German  descent.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  Old  Domin 
ion  about  1797,  and  died  in  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
in  January,  1842.  Her  father  was  a  planter  and 
slave-holder  in  Virginia,  as  was  her  brother  Jerry, 
who  also  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812,  but  saw  no 
active  warfare.  Her  father  died  in  Virginia.  Her 
mother  died  in  Parke  County,  Ind.  In  religious 
belief  they  were  ardent  supporters  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

John  Pence,  our  subject,  grew  to  manhood  on 
his  father's  farm  and  received  but  a  limited  com- 
mon-school education.  In  1856,  in  Ohio,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Agnes  Gilpin,  who  was  born  in 
Clinton  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Phoebe  (Swerer)  Gilpin.  Her  Grandfather  Gilpin 
was  an  Irishman  by  birth,  but  early  in  life  came  to 
this  country,  and  died  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio. 
The  Swerer  family  is  of  German  extraction,  and 
some  of  the  members  early  settled  in  New  Jersey. 
The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Pence  came  to  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  in  an  early  day,  and  died  in  Preble 
County  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Pence  died  when  she  was  only  two  years  old, 


leaving  two  children,  Mary  Agnes  and  Enos.  The 
latter  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  and  confined  at  Libby.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Pence  married  again,  and  after  the  death  of 
her  second  husband  made  her  home  with' our  sub- 
ject, where  she  died  in  1882.  The  Gilpins  were 
all  Quakers,  and  a  brother  of  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Pence,  Henry  by  name,  was  a  prominent  Quaker 
preacher.  The  religious  sympathies  of  the 
Swerer    family  were  with  the  Christian    Church. 

Mr.  Pence  continued  to  live  in  Ohio  until  1859, 
when  he  came  to  Parke  County  and  first  settled  in 
Adams  Township.  Later  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Raccoon  Township,  adjoining  the  town  of  Catlin, 
where  he  lived  until  two  years  ago.  He  then,  in 
1891,  formed  a  partnership  with  M.  H.  Case  in  the 
stock  business  and  assumed  the  management  of 
Mr.  Case's  eight-hundred-acre  farm,  located  near 
Bridgetou.  So  far  as  we  can  trace,  the  Pence 
family  have  always  adhered  to  Democratic  priuci 
pies,  and  John  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  So- 
cially, he  is  a  Mason.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  has  served  as 
Elder  for  many  years. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pence.  William  married  Maggie 
Ernest,  and  is  now  a  merchant  in  Catlin.  He  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  at  Terre  Haute,  and 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  five  years.  Thomas 
married  Mattie  McLain,  and  resides  on  the  farm 
with  his  father.  The  other  children  are:  Mary, 
Charlie,  Elmer,  Frank  and  Daniel.  The  position 
occupied  by  the  family  in  social  circles  is  one  of 
prominence  and  influence,  and  they  are  highly 
regarded  throughout  the  community. 

FJ  N.  JOHNSON.  Waveland  is  somewhat 
noted  for  the  representative  southern  fami- 
lies who  in  1854  located  in  this  portion 
of  Indiana.  Among  the  many  who  left  the 
sunny  south  to  push  their  fortunes  amid  the  en- 
terprising industries  of  the  northern  country  was 
the  Johnson  family.  Barnett  Ristine  Johnson  and 
Roberta  (North)  Johnson  were  born  in  Kentucky, 
the  former  in  1810  and  the  latter  in  1821.     They 
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grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood  in  that  state, 
and  it  was  there  that  the  acquaintance  of  child- 
hood ripened  into  the  affection  of  more  mature 
years  and  they  became  man  and  wife.  The  result 
of  this  urlion  was  a  family  of  six  children,  one  of 
whom  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Unlike  many  of  his  boyhood's  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, Mr.  Johnson  received  a  collegiate  education, 
and  the  fact  that  he  made  good  use  of  his  time  and 
the  money  expended  on  his  mental  cultivation  is 
quite  evident  to  all  who  may  hold  conversation 
with  him.  Upon  leaving  Waveland  College  our 
subject  concluded  to  learn  something  of  the  prac- 
tical life  not  to  be  found  in  books,  and  with  this 
end  in  view  spent  considerable  of  his  time  in  a 
blacksmith  shop.  After  acquiring  a  certain 
amount  of  useful  knowledge  in  this  branch  of  in- 
dustry he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  pur- 
sued this  vocation  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the 
year  1873  Mr.  Johnson  entered  the  field  of  mer- 
chandise, and  meeting  with  more  than  ordinary 
success  in  this  field  he  followed  this  business  for 
eight  years,  after  which  time  he  received  an  offer 
for  his  business  and  sold  out. 

In  the  fall  of  1878  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  to  the  office  of  County 
Treasurer,  an  office  he  filled  creditably  to  himself 
and  satisfactorily  to  his  constituents.  After  com- 
pleting his  term  as  County  Treasurer,  Mr.  Johnson 
next  turned  his  attention  to  the  need  of  a  bank  in 
Waveland,  and  in  the  year  1882  he,  in  company 
with  W.  H.  Durham,  of  Crawfordsville;  C.  H. 
Johnson,  a  brother,  assistant  cashier,  and  T.  L. 
Hanna,  of  Waveland,  established  a  private  bank- 
ing institution  in  Waveland,  of  which  F.  N.  John 
son  was  cashier. 

Mr.  Johnson's  first  wife  was  Miss  Julia  F.  Dur 
ham,  who  died  after  becoming  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Henry  F.  and  John  C.  The  lady  who 
became  his  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary  V.  Wiley, 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Rylaud  F.  Brown,  of  Indianap- 
olis, who  has  also  borne  our  subject  two  children, 
Thomas  B.  and  Theodore  N.,  twins.  Mrs.  Johnson 
is  a  lady  of  most  affable  and  courteous  manners. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  are  active  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  of  which  body  her  father 
was  a  prominent  minister.      She  is  justly  proud  of 


the  record  made  by  her  father,  Dr.  Brown,  he 
having  preached  his  fifty-second  consecutive  Easter 
sermon,  a  record  few  men  can  show. 

Dr.  Brown's  name  will  ever  be  held  in  kind- 
ly remembrance  as  one  who  has  contributed  his 
full  quota  to  the  growth  and  advancement  of  the 
cause  he  espoused  so  many  years  ago,  and  as  a 
man  who  has  always  reflected  credit  on  the  profes- 
sion he  chose  to  adorn.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  politics  of  the  community.  He 
is  a  Democrat,  first,  last  and  all  the  time,  and 
stauds  by  his  party  through  evil  and  good  report. 
He  has  filled  the  office  of  President  of  the  Wave- 
land  School  Board  for  fifteen  years,  and  the  cause 
of  education  has  no  more  eloquent  disciple  than 
he.  Noted  for  his  business  ability,  commended 
for  his  integrity,  emulated  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  conducted  the  affairs  of  his  life,  Mr. 
Johnson  ranks  with  the  best  citizens  of  Waveland, 
and  enjoys  the  friendship  and  good  will  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  alike. 
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FREDERICK  W.  LEATHERMAN,  who  is 
Trustee  of  Adams  Township,  Parke  County, 
makes  his  home  in  Rockville,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  shipping  cattle,  hogs 
and  sheep.  He  does  quite  an  extensive  business 
in  this  line,  shipping  to  Chicago,  Buffalo  and 
eastern  points.  Mr.  Leatherman  was  boru  six 
miles  west  of  Greencastle,  in  Putnam  County, 
Ind.,  December  8,  1853,  and  is  a  sou  of  Wash 
iugton  Leatherman,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the 
same  county  about  the  year  1825.  Our  subject's 
paternal  grandfather,  John,  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  migrated  to  Indiana  when  quite  a 
young  man,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Put- 
nam County.  He  was  also  one  of  the  pioneer 
preachers  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  these 
parts.  As  in  the  early  days  pastoral  work  in  the 
west  was  far  from  remunerative  and  as  he  had  a 
large  family,  he  entered  land  of  the  government 
and  devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

Our  subject's    father  was  the   eldest   son  in  his 
father's    family    and  was    reared  to  manhood  on 
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the  old  homestead.  He  took  for  his  wife  Miss 
Seaba  Swinford,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Putnam 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  an  early  settler  in 
that  region.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Leatherman, 
Sr.,  bought  a  farm  in  the  same  township  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up,  the  place  being  partly 
improved.  To  its  further  cultivation  and  devel- 
opment he  devoted  himself  for  many  years,  and 
made  it  his  home  until  the  death  of  his  wife  in 
1885.  He  then  rented  his  farm  and  went  to 
Colorado,  where  he  is  still  living,  though  well 
along  in  years. 

Frederick  W.  Leathermaii  had  three  brothers 
and  three  sisters,  of  whom  two  brothers  and  one 
sister  only  are  still  living.  He  was  reared  to 
man's  estate  in  Clinton  Township,  and  there  mar- 
ried Miss  Maggie  Perkins,  who  died  in  the  year 
1883.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children: 
Maude,  Claude,  Myrtle  and  Ivy,  who  are  still  liv- 
ing at  home.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Leather- 
man  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years,  and  for 
about  twelve  years  was  engaged  mainly  in  shipping 
stock.  As  an  agriculturist  he  was  very  successful, 
but  he  has  preferred  to  buy  and  sell  rather  than 
to  raise  cattle  and  farm  products. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Leatherman  married 
Mrs.  Jennie  Wysong,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Brown,  a  pioneer  of  that  county.  In  March, 
1885,  Mrs.  Leatherman  was  called  to  her  final 
rest.  In  1883  Mr.  Leatherman  settled  iu  Rock- 
ville,  Parke  County,  and  here  occurred  his  mar- 
riage in  1887  with  Miss  Emma  Strain.  This  lady, 
daughter  of  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  this 
county,  departed  this  life  in  1890.  Some  time 
afterward  Miss  Mary  Hessler  became  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Leatherman.  Her  father,  Grandville  Hessler, 
was  a  well-known  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Parke 
County. 

Mr.  Leatherman  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  though  not  desirous  of 
political  honors,  he  was  elected  Trustee  of  Adams 
Township  in  the  spring  of  1891,  his  term  to  run 
for  four  years.  He  is  a  believer  in  good  schools 
and  teachers,  and  it  is  largely  to  his  influence  that 
the  salary  of  teachers  in  this  vicinity  has  been  in- 
creased, for  it  is  his  opinion  that  a  good  one  should 


receive  just  remuneration,  while  a  poor  teacher  is 
dear  at  any  price.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Leatherman  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  relig- 
iously belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  also  a  member.  He  has  ever  borne  his 
part  in  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  the 
community,  and  for  his  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  devolving  upon  him  as  a  citizen  he  is 
deserving  of  all  credit. 

It    IrARRY    T.   FICKEN    is   a   very   successful 
r~H     photographer  of  Rockville,  and  one  of  the 
|[    leading  business  men  of  the  county.     He 
■f)  was  born,  in  1857,  in  Lawrenceburg,  Ind., 

and  was  reared  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  eight  years  old.  At  this  time 
he  left  home  and  went  to  Evansville,  Ind.,  where 
he  remained  a  short  time,  when  he  went  to  Sey- 
mour, sojourned  there  about  three  years,  and  then 
went  to  Pittsburg.  Subsequently  he  located  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  with  his  father 
until  reaching  his  eighteenth  year. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  Rev.  John 
Ficken,  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  also  a  Major  of  the  Louisiana 
Tiger  of  the  state  militia  before  the  war.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  this  strife  he  was  compelled  to  join 
the  Confederate  forces,  but  on  the  first  opportunity, 
which  presented  itself  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
April  6,  1862,  he  purposely  surrendered  himself  as 
a  prisoner  of  war  to  the  Union  forces,  immediately 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  North,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  during  which 
time  he  reached  the  rank  of  Major,  honorably  dis- 
charging his  duties  as  such. 

After  peace  was  declared  Mr.  Ficken  returned 
home  and  soon  afterward  joined  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  entered  the  Ohio  Conference, 
where  he  expected  to  study  for  the  ministry. 
For  convenience'  sake  he  located  one  mile  west 
of  Pittsburg,  where  he  afterward  was  pastor 
of  the  church  to  which  he  devoted  all  his 
time  and  energies  for  a  season.  Since  then 
he  has  filled  the  pulpit  at  Cleveland,  where  he  has 
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been  called  three  different  times;  the  Fourth 
Street  Church,  Pittsburg;  the  Erie  Street  Church 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  the  Cherry  Street  congre- 
gation at  Toledo.  At  the  last-named  place  he  la- 
bored four  years,  when  he  went  to  Greenville, 
where  he  died  in  1890. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Ficken  was  only  nineteen  years 
old  when  he  was  appointed  local  minister  of  a  con- 
gregation at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty  two  years  he  was  ordained  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  He  was  a  graduate  of  a  theological  school 
and  held  some  of  the  most  prominent  appointments 
in  the  Conference,  having  for  his  associates  Peter 
Cartwright  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Ohio.  He  was 
a  powerful  minister  in  his  day,  and  lived  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  profession.  He  was  born  in 
Germany,  and  was  four  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  father  and  settled  at  Marietta. 
Here  he  grew  to  manhood  and  finally  became  a 
minister  in  the  town  where  he  was  reared. 

After  leaving  college  Mr.  Ficken  went  back  to 
Cleveland,  where  he  engaged  in  photography  and 
remained  three  years,  when  he  went  to  Newark, 
Ohio,  and  stayed  one  year.  He  then  went  to  Cin 
cinnati,  where  he  remained  working  at  his  occupa- 
tion about  three  years,  when  he  again  moved  to 
Sandusky  City,  Ohio.  After  following  his  busi- 
uess  in  this  place  for  two  years  be  went  to  Toledo, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  about  six  months, 
thence  to  Greenville,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
he  went  to  Kenton,  Ohio.  After  trying  his  fort- 
une at  Pittstield,  111.,  in  a  short  time  he  conclud- 
ed to  come  to  Rockville,  and  on  October  26,  1886, 
he  arrived  here  and  commenced  his  business  in 
partnership  with  C.  M.  Hengen,  under  the  style  of 
Hengen  &  Ficken.  At  the  end  of  three  years'  du- 
ration they  dissolved  partnership  and  Mr.  Ficken 
continued  in  business  by  himself. 

October  17,  1889,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mrs.  Effie  Allen,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Horace  Smith.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  line  of 
packet  boats  on  the  Erie  canal.  One  child  has 
blessed  the  home  and  hearthstone  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ficken,  namely,  Flora.  Mr.  Ficken  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics.  In  social  life  he  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  loyal  member  of  the 


Rockville  Light  Artillery,  in  which  he  has  held 
the  office  of  Second  Lieutenant.  He  is  now  Com- 
missary Sergeant  of  the  First  Regiment  Artillery 
of  Indiana,  and  has  held  the  position  two  years. 
In  religious  affairs  his  wife  is  a  Presbyterian,  in 
which  denomination  she  works  harmoniously. 

Mr.  Ficken  is  an  excellent  manager,  very  ably 
conducting  his  business,  and  is  considered  one  of 
the  best  photographers  of  the  town.  He  has  a 
membership  in  the  American  Photograph  Associa- 
tion, with  which  he  meets  regularly.  He  possesses 
a  clear,  vigorous  intellect,  is  progressive  in  his 
ideas,  and  has  a  full  share  of  that  business  acumen 
so  necessary  to  success  in  any  walk  of  life.  He 
and  his  wife  are  popular  in  social  circles,  and  have 
many  warm  friends. 

111  JlfRS.  NANCY  (HATFIELD)  NORMAN, 
I  \f/\  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers  within  the 
|  1|  limits  of  Union  Township,  Parke  Coun- 
■w)  ty,  who  is  now  contentedly  spending  the 

declining  years  of  a  well  spent  life  in  the  old 
home,  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  been  a 
resident  of  this  place.  She  is  a  native  of  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  having  been  born  September  20, 
1813.  Her  father,  George  Hatfield,  was  a  natrive 
of  Virginia.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  all  his  life.  The 
mother,  Rachael  Bell  in  her  maiden  days,  was 
born  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey  and  was  reared 
there  until  twelve  years  old. 

The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject  were 
blessed  with  nine  children,  four  of  whom  were 
daughters  and  five  sous,  all  reaching  years  of 
maturity  but  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
three.  Mrs.  Norman  is  the  seventh  child  and 
third  daughter  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  reared 
in  her  native  place,  remaining  there  until  reaching 
her  eighteenth  year,  when  she  came  to  Parke 
County  with  her  mother,  with  whom  she  remained 
until  her  marriage.  This  happy  event  occurred 
in  1832,  when  she  was  united  in  wedlock  to  Will- 
iam Norman,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.   Norman  came  with    his  parents  to  Parke 
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County  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age  and  was 
here  educated.  His  father,  Lemuel  Norman,  was 
born  in  the  Old  Dominion  and  was  an  early  settler 
in  this  county.  His  mother, Catherine  (Bassitt)  Nor- 
man was  of  Kentucky  and  to  her  were  born  ten 
children.  William  Norman  was  a  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  by  occupation,  and  was  a  well- 
known  and  highly-esteemed  man  in  the  county  in 
which  he  lived.  He  was  in  early  life  an  old  line 
Whig,  but  later  cast  his  vote  and  influence  with 
the  Democracy.  His  death,  which  occurred  in 
1866,  was  an  irreparable  loss  to  the  community, 
as  he  always  took  an  active  interest  in  those  things 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  and 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  the 
township.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  was 
honorable  and  upright,  and  the  success  which 
crowned  his  efforts  was  richly  merited.  In  1832 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  located  on  the  farm  where 
the  latter  now  makes  her  home.  Here  they  built 
a  small  log  house,  16  by  18  feet  in  dimensions. 
Mr.  Norman  entered  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  from  the  Government  and 
hewed  the  logs  himself  with  which  he  built  his 
house.  There  was  not  a  frame  house  in  the  town- 
ship when  Mr.  Norman  located  here. 

Mrs.  Norman  is  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
three  daughters  and  five  sons,  one  dying  in  infancy 
— Howard.  The  others  are  named  Mary  Jane, 
now  deceased;  Oliver  P. ,  a  resident  of  Kansas; 
George  W.,  a  farmer  of  Missouri;  Sarah  E. ,  the 
wife  of  Walter  WTilson,  of  Union  Township;  Ra- 
chael  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Switzar; 
William  H. ,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two 
years  in  Missouri;  James  I.,  a  physician  of  Parke 
ville  in  this  county.  All  the  children  were  born 
in  the  first  house  their  father  erected  on  the  farm. 

George  Switzar,  the  son-in-law  of  Mrs.  Norman 
and  husband  of  Rachael  A.,  was  born  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  July  10,  1842.  He  has  charge  of 
Mrs.  Norman's  estate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  fertile  land.  He  is  here  carrying  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  extensively,  keep- 
ing some  of  the  best  cattle  and  horses  and  is 
meeting  with  marked  success.  He  is  the  father  of 
one  son,  Oliver  D. ,  who  is  a  young  lad  attending 
school. 


YRON  RANDOLPH  RUSSELL,  Attorney- 
k  at-Law  and  Secretary  of  the  Crawfordsville 
and  the  Home  Building  Associations  of 
Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  also  ex-Mayor  of  the 
city  and  an  honored  veteran  of  the  late  war,  occu- 
pies an  enviable  position  in  the  public  and  social 
circles  of  this  city.  He  is  a  level-headed,  square- 
dealing  man  and  is  popular  with  all  classes. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Russell  took  place  at  Monti- 
cello,  White  County,  Ind.,  July  11,  1848.  His 
father  was  Arthur  Russell,  who  was  a  woolen  man- 
ufacturer of  Monticello,  having  large  mills  at  that 
place.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Lydia  Way- 
mire,  who  died  when  her  son  Byron  was  four  years 
old.  His  father  then  married  Mrs.  Rhoda  Gilkey, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  Dan  Yount,  of  Younts- 
ville,  four  miles  southwest  of  Crawfordsville.  Mr. 
Yount  built  woolen  mills  there  and  carried  them 
on  at  an  early  day,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Russell  bought 
an  interest  in  them;  but  before  he  took  charge  his 
death  occurred  at  Monticello,  January  1,  1858, 
when  Byron  was  only  nine  years  old.  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell returned  to  her  father  in  Yountsville,  where 
she  lived  for  a  time,  and  now  lives  in  Crawfords- 
ville. Her  father  died  August  30,  1891.  In  the 
death  of  Mr.  Yount  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best 
citizens.  His  son  Andrew  still  superintends  the 
Yountsville  Woolen  Mills. 

Byron  R.  Russell  was  one  of  seven  children  born 
to  his  parents,  and  now  is  the  only  surviving  child. 
His  sister  Lydia  was  the  wife  of  Andrew  Yonnt  at 
the  time  of  her  death.  After  the  death  of  his 
father  Mr.  Russell  found  a  pleasant  home  with  his 
step-grandfather,  Dan  Yount,  until  his  fifteenth 
year.  On  July  11,  1863,  his  fifteenth  birthday,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Sixty  third  Regiment  In- 
diana Volunteers.  The  regiment  for  a  time  became 
a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  Fitz- John 
Porter  and  later  joined  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps  under  Gen.  Schofield,  in  Sherman's  Army. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  East  Tennessee  campaign 
around  Knoxville,  and  in  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
He  was  also  in  the  Franklin  and  Nashville  cam- 
paigns, and  later  in  North  Carolina  at  Fort  Fisher, 
and  went  thence  to  Greensboro,  where  Johnson 
surrendered. 

After  the  surrender  of  Johnson  Mr.  Russell  was 
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transferred  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth 
Indiana  Regiment  and  acted  as  provost  guard  for 
some  months  and  was  then  discharged  by  special 
order  of  the  War  Department,  at  Raleigh,  N.  C, 
April  10,  1865.  During  this  time  he  had  been 
obliged  to  spend  a  long  time  in  the  hospital  with  a 
siege  of  typhoid  fever  at  Greensboro,  and  was 
finally  detached  and  made  orderly  to  the  Division 
Surgeon  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  time 
of  his  discharge. 

After  his  severe  experiences,  partly,  no  doubt, 
attributable  to  his  youth,  Mr.  Russell  returned  to 
Yountsville  and  entered  Wabash  College,  where  he 
pursued  a  partial  course  and  then  entered  the  law 
office  of  Gen.  Lew  Wallace  and  subsequently  took 
a  law  course  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1872.  He  then  became  a  partner  of 
Judge  E.  C.  Snyder,  who  was  then  just  opening 
practice,  and  this  partnership  continued  for  one 
year  and  a  half.  Since  then  he  has  continued  in 
practice  alone  and  for  eight  years  was  made  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  which  office  he  tilled  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all.  In  1886  his  fellow  citizens  honored 
him  with  an  election  as  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Craw 
fordsville,  and  again  in  1888  he  was  re-elected. 
During  his  term  the  City  Water  Works  were  com- 
pleted and  accepted,  and  this  was  very  gratifying 
for  him,  as  he  had  been  active  in  his  advocacy  of 
the  plant.  After  this,  during  his  administration, 
the  Fire  Department  of  the  city  was  perfected.  It 
was  his  recommendation  that,  the  city  secure  its 
own  plant  for  public  and  private  lighting,  which 
the  Council  has  decided  upon  doing.  Mr.  Russell 
is  at  present  one  of  the  City  Commissioners.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  opinions,  and  has 
been  very  active  on  committees  and  at  conventions. 

Mr.  Russell  is  Secretary  of  two  building  and 
loan  associations  of  the  city.  The  first  one  was  or- 
ganized in  1883,  and  the  first  and  second  series 
expired  in  1892,  and  it  has  been  very  successful, 
$250,000  having  been  loaned,  and  this  places  it 
upon  a  very  firm  basis.  The  Home  Association 
was  founded  in  July,  1888,  and  also  is  in  a  fine 
financial  condition,  and  neither  has  suffered  the 
loss  cif  a  single  dollar.  This  is  undoubtedly  largely 
owing  to  the  good  management  which  has  con- 
stantly attended  the  business.    The  city  has  gained 


from  the  influence  of  these  associations.  The  Music 
Hall,  a  handsome  opera  house,  has  been  built 
through  the  Crawfordsville  Association.  Mr.  Rus- 
sell is  also  the  Secretary  of  the  Crawfordsville 
Land  and  Improvement  Company,  a  corporation 
calculated  to  encourage  manufactures.  This  was 
organized  January  1,  1891,  and  has  secured  the 
location  of  the  Wheel  Works. 

The  marriago  of  Mr.  Russell  took  place  October 
1,  1874,  to  Miss  Sylvia  E.  O'Neall,  the  daughter 
of  Abijah  and  Helen  O'Neall,  residents  of  Younts 
ville,  and  early  settlers.  They  were  pioneers  in  the 
county,  and  Mrs.  O'Neall  is  still  living  at  Younts- 
ville, surrounded  with  care  and  affection.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Russell  are  the  parents  of  one  bright  little 
daughter  of  seven  years,  Elsie  Louise.  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell is  one  of  the  active  working  members  of 
the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  much  es- 
teemed in  the  connection.  Mr.  Russell  has  passed 
all  of  the  chairs  in  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Mc- 
Pherson  Post,  No.  7,  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic, and  was  the  second  Post  Commander. 

Mr.  Russell  is  one  of  the  representative  business 
men  of  Crawfordsville,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all. 


^v^^.^' 
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CHARLES  M.  TEN  BROOK.  This  efficient 
gentleman  holds  the  very  responsible  posi- 
tion of  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  for 
the  Poor  of  Parke  County.  He  was  born 
July  9,  1851,  on  the  old  homestead  west  of  Rock 
ville.  He  is  the  son  of  John  W.  Ten  Brook,  who 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  having  been  born  in 
Union  County,  Pa.,  July  27,  1824.  When  lie  was 
about  eighteen  years  old  he  moved  to  this  county 
with  his  father,  William  Ten  Brook,  and  settled 
one  mile  west  of  Annapolis.  Here  they  purchased 
hind  and  lived  until  the  death  of  William.  The 
son  was  married  to  Miss  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Lee,  a  prominent  farmer  of  tin's  county,  who 
came  from  North  Carolina  in  an  early  day  and  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter's  trade  together  with  tilling 
the  soil. 

After   his   marriage   the    father  of    our    subject 
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located  one  mile  west  of  Rockville,  where  he 
bought  fifty  acres  of  land  and  lived  thereon  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1805.  He 
was  the  father  of  four  children,  of  whom  two  are 
yet  living,  our  subject  and  Belle,  now  the  wife  of 
J.  VV.  Beadle,  who  is  a  resident  of  Rockville. 
She  is  the  mother  of  two  daughters,  Pearley  and 
Martha  T.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Cheadle, 
a  Congressman  from  the  Ninth  District  of  the 
state.  Pearley  married  Hattie  Mankins,  and  is 
now  deceased.  In  politics  our  subject's  father 
was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  was  strongly  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  hence  fought 
against  it  in  the  late  war.  He  was  a  man  respected 
and  "well  liked  by  all  who  knew  him,  being  a 
sagacious  and  thoroughly  trustworthy  business  man 
during  his  entire  life-time.  He  passed  to  his  final 
rest  on  the  21st  of  November,  1865.  His  wife  still 
survives  him  and  makes  her  home  in  Rockville. 

Charles  M.  Ten  Brook  received  his  education 
in  his  native  place  and  added  to  his  fund  of  knowl- 
edge, attending  the  Rockville  and  North  Bloom  - 
ingdale  Academy,  where  he  made  the  best  of  his 
opportunities.  He  improved  his  time,  and  by  keen 
observation  and  association  with  educated  men  won 
for  himself  the  reputation  of  a  thoroughly  cult- 
ured gentleman.  After  he  left  school  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  afterward  bought  the  old  home 
place  in  1874.  The  same  year  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Gill,  who  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  (Porter)  Gill.  Mr.  Gill  was  an  early 
settler  of  Crawford  County,  111.,  and  his  daughter, 
Emma,  being  bereft  of  a  mother's  tender  care  at  an 
early  age,  was  sent  to  her  guardian,  where  she 
made  her  home  with  a  sister,  Mrs.  W:  P.  McClure, 
of  Vincennes,  Ind.  Here  she  met  Mr.  Ten  Brook, 
our  subject,  and  became  his  wife  March  20,  1874. 
The  result  of  the  union  was  three  children:  Zoe, 
Glenn  and  Pearly.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ten 
Brook  sold  the  old  home  place  and  in  1877  pur- 
chased another  place,  which  he  improved  and  then 
sold  again.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  was  appointed 
to  the  important  position  of  Overseer  and  Manager 
of  the  Poor  Farm,  which  is  favorably  located  in 
Adams  Township,  on  Section  26.  The  estate  be- 
longing to  this  institution  comprises  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  which  are  kept  in  an  extraordi- 


narily fine  condition,  being  ably  superintended  by 
our  subject.  The  building  was  erected  in  1860, 
and  is  a  commodious  and  convenient  brick  struct- 
ure in  which  are  twenty-one  inmates  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Mr.  Ten  Brook  is  thoroughly  respected 
by  all  those  under  his  charge,  and  he  performs  his 
duties  in  that  capacity  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 
In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Republican,  and,  although 
he  is  not  a  member  of  any  denomination,  he  con- 
tributes liberally  toward  the  support  of  the  church 
of  his  town.  His  wife  and  daughter  are  faithful 
members  and  active  workers  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  this  place. 

CHARLES  W.  SAPPENFIELD.  This  gen- 
tleman is  one  who  has  met  with  discour 
agements  and  calamities  during  his  busi- 
ness life,  but  by  his  persistent  efforts  he 
has  established  himself,  and  is  profitably  engaged 
at  the  present  time.  He  is  the  son  of  Mathias 
Sappenfield,  who  was  born  March  12,  1790,  in 
Fayette  County,  N.  C. ,  to  Mathias  Sappenfield. 
The  last-named  gentleman  was  born  in  the  Car- 
olinas,  and  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  He  married  a  Miss  Sechrist,  and 
remained  in  his  native  place  where  he  engaged  in 
agriculture.  The  Sappenfields  were  of  German 
ancestry,  and  Mathias,  Sr.,  was  one  of  a  family  of 
twelve  sons.  Several  of  these  sons  came  to 
America  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
One  of  them,  Jacob  S.,  died  while  in  the  service 
on  Long  Island. 

Mathias  Sappenfield,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  in  the  Carolinas  where  he  married 
Miss  Christina  Grimes,  August  25,  1811.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Barbara  Grimes.  In  1823 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sappenfield  went  to  Shelby  County, 
Ind.,  where  they  settled  on  Flat  Rock,  and  there 
lived  about  two  years  and  farmed.  Two  years 
after  they  came  to  Parke  County  and  settled  on 
the  Little  Raccoon  in  what  is  now  Green  Township. 
Here  he  entered  land  from  the  Government  and 
erected  a  flour  and  sawmill,  following  this  occu- 
pation and  at  the  same  time  carrying  on  farming. 
Being  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  of  this  county 
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be  was  among  the  first  who  worked  up  a  lucrative 
business,  and  in  a  short  time  he  was  enabled  to 
erect  another  mill  on  the  Big  Raccoon.  This  last 
possession  was  located  on  land  in  Union  Town- 
ship, which  he  had  entered  from  the  Government 
and  finally  gave  (o  his  two  sons. 

The  father  of  our  subject  lived  on  the  Little 
Raccoon  until  his  death,  which  occurred  August 
14,  1873.  When  but  a  lad  he  became  interested 
in  religious  affairs,  and  in  his  eighteenth  year 
joined  the  German  Reformed  Church.  He  was  a 
brave  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  after  coming 
to  this  county  united  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  where  he  was  an  intelligent  worker  and 
liberal  supporter  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In 
polities  he  was  a  Jacksonian  Democrat.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  her  husband  eleven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  still  living.  Three 
make  their  homes  in  this  county,  and  are:  Eliza, 
now  Mrs.  Martin;  Huber,  who  still  lives  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  Mrs.  Henry  McDaniel,  who 
lives  in  this  township.  One  brother  of  our  subject, 
Andrew,  lives  in  Fairfield,  Iowa.  John  M.  is  a 
resident  of  Kansas.  At  the  time  of  his  death  the 
father  of  our  subject  had  in  his  possession  about 
nine  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  had  accumu- 
lated by  his  own  industry  and  perseverance.  He 
cleared  the  homestead  that  he  entered  from  the 
Government  on  the  Little  Raccoon  himself,  and 
peacefully  passed  away  August  14,  1873.  His 
wife  had  been  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  since  her  fourteenth  year,  and  she,  too, 
was  called  to  the  better  land  August,  1850,  at  the 
age  of  sixty  three  years. 

Charles  W.  Sappenfield  is  a  native  of  Green 
Township,  Parke  County,  and  was  born  July  9, 
1830.  He  was  reared  on  the  homestead,  receiving 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  after- 
ward supplementing  it  by  an  attendance  at  the  In- 
diana University,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1803.  After  he  had  completed  his  edu- 
cation so  far  he  began  the  study  of  law  under 
Judge  Mack,  of  Terre  Haute,  and  October  IS), 
1804,  entered  the  senior  class  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
He  here  finished  his  course  and  graduated  the  fol- 
lowing spring,  after  which  he  began  the  practice 


of  law  at  Crawfordsville,  Ind,  in  partnership  with 
his  younger  brother,  E.  M. 

Mr.  Sappenfield  practiced  his  profession  at  that 
place  for  three  years,  but  owing  to  ill  health  con- 
cluded that  an  occupation  requiring  less  mental 
strain  would  be  more  beneficial,  so  he  embarked  in 
the  manufacture  of  pumps  at  that  place.  He  fol- 
lowed this  for  fourteen  years  and  accumulated 
quite  a  fortune  which  enabled  him  to  purchase  a 
farm  in  Parke  County.  He  located  at  Belmore 
and  at  once  followed  his  pursuit  for  twenty-six 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  very  successful  and 
prosperous.  After  leaving  the  farm  be  moved  to 
Rockville  and  engaged  in  shingle  manufacturing, 
which  he  has  followed  since  1889.  He  finds  this 
a  very  profitable  business,  making  about  five 
million  shingles  a  year,  which  is  the  result  of  his 
good  management  and  hard  work. 

December  31,  1863,  Mr.  Sappenfield  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  John  R. 
and  Catharine  Seybold,  who  were  early  settlers  of 
this  county.  Miss  Seybold  was  born  in  Parke 
County,  Ind.,  and  here  received  a  common-school 
education,  after  which  she  took  a  course  at  the 
academy  at  Stockville,  this  state.  Her  father  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  and  energetic 
business  men  of  his  time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sappen- 
field have  had  three  children:  Charles  Frederick. 
Mary  Catherine  and  Daisy,  the  last-named  dying 
at  the  age  of  eight  months.  In  politics  Mr.  Sap- 
penfield is  a  strong  Democrat,  Socially  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  a  prominent  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  which  he  attends 
regularly,  and  liberally  supports,  giving  ten  per 
cent,  of  all  his  receipts  for  the  upbuilding  of  the 
cause.  He  has  given  his  means  toward  the  erec- 
tion of  two  churches  in  this  town,  besides  contrib- 
uting toward  the  rebuilding  and  repairing  of  eight 
or  ten  other  edifices.  He  belongs  to  Philadelphia 
Chapel  in  Green  Township,  Parke  County,  and 
held  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Indiana  Synod 
for  about  three  years.  In  his  early  manhood  Mr. 
Sappenfield  made  several  inventions,  on  which  he 
secured  patents,  one  of  which  took  a  premium  at 
the  Fair  at  Terre  Haute. 

In  1807  Mr.  Sappenfield  invented  a  dray  saw  on 
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which  he  made  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  subse- 
quently invented  a  washing  machine,  which  he 
gave  to  the  public,  never  taking  out  a  patent. 
When  he  came  here  he  started  in  the  shingle 
business  in  the  large  brick  building  near  the  depot, 
which  burned  down  December  14,  1890.  He  lost 
everything  he  had  invested  in  that  business  to  the 
amount  of  $1,400.  But  Mr.  Sappenfield  was 
determined  to  succeed,  and  not  discouraged  by 
this  disaster  he  again  established  himself  in  the 
same  business  with  redoubled  energy,  and  now  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  success- 
ful business  men  of  the  community. 
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RCHIBALD  FLANINGAM,  an  early  set- 
tler and  successful  agriculturist  of  Mont 
gomery  County,  Ind.,  who  died  in  1891,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty  two  years,  was 
an  earnest  man,  strong  in  character,  and  possessed 
of  uncommon  ability.  He  was  a  worthy  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  true  Christian  citi- 
zen, upright  and  conscientious  in  business  dealings 
and  social  intercourse,  and  was  highly  respected 
by  many  friends  and  neighbors,  who,  with  his  sor- 
rowing relatives,  mourned  his  loss,  when,  after 
years  of  prosperity,  due  to  his  own  efforts,  he 
passed  quietly  away. 

Mr.  Flaningam  was  undoubtedly  of  Scotch  an 
cestry,  his  forefathers  seeking  in  the  land  of  lib- 
erty the  political  and  religious  freedom  denied 
them  in  their  native  land.  Isaac  Flaningam,  the 
grandfather  of  Archibald,  was  probably  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  it  is  supposed  was  born  in 
Woodbury.  Our  subject's  parents,  George  and 
Polly  (Larrick)  Flaningam,  were  both  natives  of 
the  Old  Dominion  and  were  born  in  Virginia,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Reared 
amid  scenes  of  historical  interest  the  two  grew  up 
to  mature  years  and  some  time  after  their  marriage 
moved  to  Ohio,  where  they  both  died.  Archibald, 
after  several  years  of  pioneer  life,  in  the  Buckeye 
State,  came  to  Indiana  and  located  permanently 
in  Montgomery  County,  about  1836. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Flaningam  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  all  of  whom   survived  the 


years  of  childhood.  Three  of  their  sons  settled 
with  them  in  Ohio,  Archibald,  John  and  Samuel, 
each  of  whom  married  and  raised  families,  some 
of  whom  are  still  living  in  this  county,  most  of 
them  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Archibald 
Flaningam  was  born  in  Fredericks  County,  Va.,  in 
1809,  and  was  therefore  about  twenty-seven  years 
old  when,  with  a  few  hundred  dollars  capital,  he  ar 
rived,  full  of  hope  and  ambition,  in  the  state  which 
then  became  his  permanent  home.  In  1839,  some 
three  years  after  his  removal  to  Indiana,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Kashner, 
a  daughter  of  Abraham  Kashner,  one  of  the  early 
pioneer  settlers  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Flaningam  and  his  excellent  wife  were  par- 
ents of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  they  reared 
to  mature  age.  Andrew,  their  eldest  born,  mar- 
ried and  died,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children; 
Mary  married  John  A.  Johnson,  of  Lebanon,  Ind.; 
John  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Franklin;  Abra- 
ham is  a  well-known  lawyer  of  Chicago;  Rhoda 
married  J.  W.  Gregory,  of  Garden  City,  Kans. ; 
Hulda  is  the  wife  of  Ambrose  F.  Ward,  of  Boone 
County;  Albert  is  a  resident  of  Boone  County; 
Samuel,  the  youngest  sou,  and  Ida,  the  wife  of 
Elwood  Woody,  complete  the  list  of  sons  and 
daughters  who  have  taken  an  active  interest  in 
life's  duties,  and  nearly  all  of  whom  have  families 
of  their  own. 

From  small  beginnings  Mr.  Flaningam  increased 
his  real  estate,  until,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
owned  a  valuable  property,  comprising  eight  hun- 
dred acres  of  tine  laud,  much  of  it  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  a  large  portion  of  it  highly  improved, 
and  all  within  the  limits  of  Montgomery  County. 
Aside  from  this  holding  he  also  possessed  two 
thousand  acres  of  good  Texas  land.  The  prudence 
and  judgment  of  Mr.  Flaningam  were  evident  in 
the  careful  arrangement  of  his  business  affairs, 
which  were  in  such  excellent  shape  at  the  time  of 
his  death  that  there  were  no  settlements  to  be 
made  in  court. 

The  children  and  widow  who  survived  the  ven- 
erable husband  and  father  are  all  connected  with 
various  church  organizations,  and  are  all  highly 
respected  members  of  society.  His  son,  Samuel 
Flaningam,  was  born  in  the  county  of  Montgomery 
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in  1864,  and  reared  upon  his  father's  farm.  He 
well  improved  the  advantages  offered  by  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  was  early  trained  in  farming  du- 
ties. In  1887  he  married  Miss  Mollie  Ward, 
daughter  of  George  W.  Elnora  (Heavenridge) 
Ward,  an  intelligent  and  attractive  lady,  a  favorite 
with  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flaningam  are  the  happy  parents 
of  two  bright  little  children,  and  enjoy  a  pleasant 
home  upon  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres  of 
well  improved  land,  originally  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead,  now  owned  by  its  present  resident, 
with  whom  the  widow  of  our  subject  makes  her 
home.  Samuel  Flaningam  is  a  worthy  descendant 
of  his  honored  father,  and  commands  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  community  amoHg  which 
his  entire  life  has  been  passed.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  energy  and  progressive  ideas,  and  interested 
in  all  matters  of  public  welfare.  He  is  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Prohibition  party 
and  makes  a  study  of  the  subject,  believing  Prohi- 
bition to  be  the  true  principle  both  in  politics  and 
life. 


It  LEXANDER  HARPER,  who  has  for  many 
J^\  years  held  local  offices  and  has  proven  him- 
self a  most  efficient  and  popular  man,  is  a 
member  of  several  different  societies,  in 
which,  also,  he  has  been  honored  by  elections  to 
important  positions.  As  a  business,  public  and 
private  man  he  is  so  well  known  that  to  dwell 
upon  these  things  seems  almost  unnecessary.  He 
was  born  near  Chillicothe,  in  Buckskin  Township, 
Ross  County,  Ohio,  September  28,  1825.  Thomas 
T.  and  Jane  (Finch)  Harper,  his  parents,  came 
from  Lexington,  Ky.,  with  their  parents,  and  set- 
tled in  Ohio  in  1  SOI ),  when  they  were  about  five  years 
old. 

Mr.  Harper's  paternal  grandfather  was  an  Ohio 
pioneer,  an  old  soldier,  and  had  lived  in  Kentucky 
during  his  early  years,  moving  there  at  the  age  of 
twelve.  His  grandfather  on  his  mother's  side  was 
Col.  Josiah  Finch.  The  Harpers  were  formerly 
from    Virginia,     the      Finches    from     Maryland, 


both  families  afterward  moving  to  Kentucky. 
Francis  Harper,  a  great-uucle  of  our  subject,  was 
killed  at  the  Indian  battle  at  the  Lower  Lynx, 
while  his  great-grandfather  was  killed  at  Bunker 
Hill.  The  wife  of  the  latter  was  a  sister  of  Alex- 
ander McConnell,  a  pioneer  of  Kentucky,  asso 
ciated  with  Boone.  After  her  husband's  death 
she  went  to  Kentucky.  Robert  Harper,  a  brother 
of  Francis,  was  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  aide  to 
Gen.  Wayne  at  the  battle  of  Maumee.  Alexander, 
Sr.,  died  of  gravel  at  the  age  of  seventy -five.  He 
was  a  large,  powerful  man. 

Thomas  T.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was,  as 
has  been  indicated  before,  born  at  Lexington,  Ky., 
in  1705.  His  father  took  up  eight  hundred  acres 
of  land.  In  1830  Thomas  came  to  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  and  located  in  Sugar  Creek  Town- 
ship, eighteen  miles  northeast  of  Crawfordsville. 
Several  families  came  to  the  same  township  at  this 
time:  The  Bowers,  Petersons,  Stearns,  Hendersons, 
Saul  Irving,  Wyant  and  William  Taylor,  fam- 
ilies from  Ohio,  and  later  the  Mitchells  and  a 
few  others.  At  this  time  Thomas  was  a  poor  man. 
After  a  time  he  built  a  cabin,  living  there  for 
about  eleven  years,  clearing  and  improving  his 
farm  as  much  as  possible.  About  1841  he  moved 
into  Franklin  Township,  and  with  his  son,  Alex- 
ander, entered  another  farm.  In  the  spring  of 
1843  trouble  came  to  him  in  the  shape  of  the 
death  of  his  wife.  His  own  decease  followed  on 
January  8,  1859.  Both  were  buried  at  Shannon- 
dale. 

Mr.  Harper,  Sr. ,  and  his  wife  were  Presbyte- 
rians. Mrs.  Harper  was  a  well  balanced  and  well- 
educated  woman,  superior  in  every  way,  and  re- 
markable for  intellectual  power.  She  was  thor- 
oughly informed  in  church  doctrine  and  was  fre- 
quently consulted  even  by  ministers.  She  was 
positive  in  her  nature  and  decidedly  gifted. 

Only  three  of  the  children  of  this  marriage  are 
now  living,  although  five  grew  to  maturity:  Mrs. 
Mary  J.  Booher  resides  in  Sugar  Creek  Township; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  T.  Harper  has  her  home  in  Ver- 
milion County,  111.,  and  in  marrying  did  not 
change  her  name.  The  eldest  sister,  Sarah  A., 
died  at  about  sixty  years  of  age,  while  James  F. 
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lived- to  be  only  forty-nine;  both  are  buried  at 
Darlington.  Alexander  was  but  five  years  old 
the  day  that  the  family  came  to  Montgomery 
County. 

It  was  largely  through  his  mother  that  Mr.  Har- 
per received  his  education.  As  has  beeu  said  be- 
fore, she  was  a  superior  woman  and  her  son  holds 
her  memory  in  grateful  remembrance.  The  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  continued  to  live  on  his  farm 
four  miles  south  of  Darlington  till  1862.  He  was 
for  some  time  a  stock  dealer,  for  two  years  con- 
lining  his  trade  chiefly  to  Illinois,  where  he  also 
secured  land.  In  1864  he  opened  a  general  store 
at  Darlington  and  continued  in  this  business  six 
years  with  good  success.  He  also  became  a 
director  in  the  Terre  Haute  Railway,  being  one  of 
those  who  first  secured  the  right  of  way.  Soon 
after  this  he  entered  into  the  business  of  a  con- 
tractor, but  lost  about  $15,000  by  this,  not  getting 
pay  for  work  done.  Being  crippled  financially,  he 
got  along  as  best  he  could,  taking  work  as  a  con- 
tractor for  twelve  years. 

In  1882  he  became  connected  with  local  offices. 
Previous  to  this,  in  1853,  he  had  been  elected 
trnstee  of  Franklin  Township  and  had  also  been 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  serving  about  twenty 
years  in  the  two  offices,  having  held  the  office  of 
trustee  as  long  as  the  law  would  allow.  He  was  a 
Democrat  and  the  only  one  of  that  party  that, 
could  have  been  elected  in  the  township.  He  had 
moved  to  Crawfordsville  in  1879  and  in  1882  was 
elected  sheriff  over  James  Q.  W.  Wilhite,  the  then 
sheriff.  Mr.  Wilhite  was  a  popular  officer  and  the 
campaign  was  a  closely  contested  one,  but  our 
subject  was  elected  by  a  safe  majority.  In  1884 
he  was  re-elected  and  filled  the  office  for  four 
years;  this  last  campaign  was  the  hardest  fought 
of  all. 

During  Mr.  Harper's  time  of  service  occurred 
the  only  executions  ever  held  in  Montgomery 
County — those  of  John  Coffey,  for  murder  and  ar- 
son, and  John  C.  Henning  for  the  murder  of  his 
sweetheart.  Mr.  Harper  says:  "  I  think  the 
devil  had  a  mortgage  on  our  county  and  was  try- 
ing to  close  it.''  Crime  went  rampant  so  that 
during  the  first  year  he   had  a  great  many  hard 


cases  and  stirring  incidents.  His  old  township 
was  about  seventy- five  Republican,  but  he  was 
kept  repeatedly  in  office  for  twenty  years,  as  before 
stated,  showing  the  real  worth  of  the  man  himself 
independent  of  party.  He  proved  himself  as  well 
the  best  sheriff  that  Montgomery  County  ever  had. 
Since  retiring  from  office  he  has  given  his  atten- 
tion to  his  farm,  which  is  located  live  miles  north- 
east of  Crawfordsville. 

Mr.  Harper  was  married  May  21,  1856,  taking 
for  his  wife  Miss  Eleanor  Miller,  who  lived  five 
miles  west  of  Crawfordsville,  on  Black  creek.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  William  Miller,  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers.  She  died  about  one  year  after  her 
marriage,  July  16,  1857.  February  24,  1859,  he 
was  a  second  time  married,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Harriet  Flannigan,  of  Darlington,  daughter  of 
Saul  and  Eleanor  (Abernethy)  Flannigan.  She 
was  born  in  the  county,  her  father  having  settled 
here  in  1826.  He  has  some  interesting  old  parch- 
ments signed  by  James  Monroe.  His  death  oc- 
curred when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  fifty  years. 
His  widow  is  now  living  with  the  Harpers,  and  is 
iu  her  eighty  ninth  year.  She  was  from  Virginia. 
Mr.  Harper's  family  consists  of  two  daughters — 
Martha  J.  and  Calista  C. — both  of  whom  are  un- 
married and  are  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Harper  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  chap- 
ter at  Darlington.  He  has  passed  the  Maso  lie 
work  in  lodge  and  chapter,  passed  all  the  chairs, 
presiding  in  the  east  in  the  Blue  Lodge  for  years. 
He  still  holds  his  membership  at  Darlington. 
He  was  elected  Master  in  1866  and  has  been  re- 
peatedly re-elected.  He  has  been  Master  for  the 
last  two  years.  He  is  a  member  of  Darlington 
Lodge,  No.  186;  Crawfordsville  Chapter,  No.  84; 
Council,  No.  30  and  Athens  Chapter,  No.  96,  of  the 
Eastern  Star. 

Mr.  Harper  inherits  the  large,  powerful  frame 
of  his  grandfather  and  unites  physical  and  men- 
tal strength  to  a  degree  that  makes  him  a  man 
whom  any  city  might  be  glad  and  proud  to  count 
amoug  its  prominent  men.  Crawfordsville  is  ever 
ready  to  appreciate  and  acknowledge  worth,  and 
she  finds  this  most  truly  in  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 
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\ILLIAM  D.  MULL,  M.  D.,  a  prominent 
physician  of  Rockville,  Parke  County, 
and  one  of  the  influential  and  progressive 
citizens,  well  deserves  mention  in  this 
volume,  for  he  has  done  much  toward  the  upbuild- 
ing and  development  of  the  county,  and  with  the 
promotion  of  its  best  interests  his  name  is  insepa- 
rably connected.  A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
was  born  on  January  17,  1838,  in  Lancaster 
County.  His  life  has  been  a  varied  and  eventful 
one  and  his  experiences  have  made  him  an  excel- 
lent judge  of  human  nature  and  also  an  able  and 
interesting  conversationalist.  The  Doctor  was 
born  to  Jacob  and  Mary  (Darrow)  Mull.  Jacob 
was  of  German  descent  and  was  wedded  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  his  wife,  who  became  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  the  following  are  still  living: 
Henry  Elizabeth,  Lucinda,  Martha,  David  H., 
C.  G."  and  J.  J. 

In  1840  Jacob  Mull  came  to  Indiana  and  located 
in  Parke  County  in  Washington  Township,  where 
he  purchased  a  wild  and  uncultivated  tract  of  land 
which  he  cleared,  with  the  assistance  of  his  children. 
Here  he  spent  thirty  five  years  of  hard  labor  when 
he  rented  and  moved  to  Rockville,  where  he  died 
in  1876.  He  was  considered  a  successful  farmer 
and  by  close  application  to  his  pursuits,  he,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  was  quite  well-to-do.  He  was 
killed  by  his  runaway  team  on  January  17;  his  wife 
passed  away  September  1  1,  1889. 

William  D.  Mull  was  about  two  years  old  when 
he  came  to  this  county,  where  he  was  reared  on 
the  old  homestead  and  was  given  as  good  an  edu- 
cation as  the  district  schools  of  that  time  afforded. 
But  not  satisfied  with  the  little  knowledge  he 
gained  there  he  attended  the  Waveland  College 
Institute.  Mr.  Mull  was  of  a  very  patriotic  nature 
anil  when  a  call  for  troops  was  issued  he  joined  the 
army,  enlisting  in  Company  A,  Fourteenth  Indiana 
Infantry,  as  a  private,  April  19,  1801.  In  doing 
this  he  was  compelled  to  sacrifice  a  great  deal,  for 
had  he  remained  in  the  institute  he  would  have 
graduated  in  June,  but  he  was  only  too  proud  to 
be  of  service  to  his  country  and  was  the  first  man 
in  the  township  to  enroll  his  name.  His  bravery 
and  loyalty  to  his  country  were  frequently  tested 
and  never  failed.      On  first  going  out  he  discharged 


the  duties  of  a  Sergeant;  in  1803  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Captain  in  Company  B,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry.  From  that 
he  was  discharged  in  order  that  he  might  accept 
a  commission  as  Colonel  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-ninth  Infantry  and  at  the  close  of  the  war 
commanded  a  brigade. 

In  the  battle  of  Antietam  during  which  fight 
they  lost  nineteen  men,  while  in  command  of  his 
company  Capt.  Mull  barely  escaped  with  his  life 
on  the  day  of  the  conflict  and  was  carried  off 
the  battle-field  witli  five  bullet-holes  in  his  cap 
and  severely  wounded.  His  wounds  were  immedi- 
ately cared  for,  but  on  examination  they  were 
found  to  be  so  serious  as  to  confine  him  to  the  hos- 
pital until  the  following  May,  when  he  was  able  to 
again  report  for  duty.  In  the  engagement  at 
Franklin,  Rich  Mountain,  in  the  Peninsular  cam- 
paign and  in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run  and  Winches- 
ter, he  showed  his  valor  and  patriotism.  He 
never  shirked  duty  but  was  ever  found  in  the 
foremost  ranks  and  in  the  very  thickest  of  the 
fight,  speaking  encouraging  words  to  his  men  and 
thus  winning  many  a  victory. 

After  the  war  was  over  Dr.  Mull  returned  to  his 
old  home  and  entered  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege at  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1868.  In  connection  with  this  he  took  a  special 
course  in  surgery  and  afterward  entered  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York 
City,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1868.  At  this 
period  he  returned  to  Indiana  and  located  at,  Terre 
Haute,  where  lie  practiced  his  profession  till  the 
fall  of  1875.  He  married  in  1871,  the  lady  or  his 
choice  being  Miss  Martha  E.  Allen,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  James  Allen,  of  Parke  County  and  one 
of  its  earliest  settlers.  Mr.  Allen  came  here  in 
1820  walking  all  the  way  from  Cincinnati.  On 
arriving  here  he  straightway  entered  a  tract  of 
land  in  Washington  Township,  where  he  lived  and 
reared,  with  paternal  care,  his  family  of  eight-  chil- 
dren, who  grew  to  mature  years. 

Mrs.  Martha  Mull  was  born  in  this  county  in 
1851  and  died  in  1883,  on  the  first  day  of  the  new 
year.  She  was  a  strict  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  attending  its  services  regularly  and 
contributing  her  means  for  its  support.      She  was 
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the  mother  of  two  children  who  are  at  home 
and  are  named,  Mary  Alice  and  Arthur  A.  In  1875 
Mr.  Mull  moved  to  a  farm  four  miles  east  of 
Rockville,  where  he  had  purchased  a  farm  some 
time  before.  He  lived  there  about  three  years, 
practicing  medicine  and  also  engaged  some  in  farm- 
ing. In  1881  on  account  of  Mrs.  Mull's  health 
they  went  to  Florida,  where  they  remained  during 
the  winter,  returning  to  their  Rockville  home, 
which  Mr.  Mull  had  purchased  four  years  previ- 
ously and  had  made  into  a  comfortable  and  con- 
venient residence  by  modern  improvements. 

Dr.  Mull  devotes  the  greater  jjart  of  his  time  to 
looking  after  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
fertile  acres  in  Adams  and  Washington  Townships 
and  is  also  engaged  in  stock-raising,  keeping  some 
of  the  finest  and  best  breeds.  Politically  he  is  for 
the  Republican  party  and  is  not  only  influential 
in  this  capacity,  but  has  also  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  Coroner  of  the  county.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  also  of  the 
Kuights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  Post  and  has  held  all  the  offices.  He  is 
at  present  Vice-president  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Or- 
phans' Home  of  Knightstown,  Indiana. 


^Wj^NS^. 
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JiOHN  H.  LEE.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find 
I  within  the  city  of  Rockville  a  more  pleasant 
I  home  than  the  residence  occupied  by  Mr.  Lee 
which  is  local ed  on  Indiana  street  and  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful  and  well-kept  grounds.  In 
the  course  of  a  long  and  honorable  business  career, 
many  varied  experiences  have  been  his  and  heavy 
losses  have  occasionally  met  his  enterprises,  but 
the  losses  have  been  more  than  retrieved  through 
the  investments,  so  that  now  he  has  sufficient  of 
this  world's  goods  to  free  his  old  age  from  the 
cares  of  poverty.  In  retirement  from  the  active 
duties  which  formerly  engaged  his  attention  he  is 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  labors  and  in  his  beauti- 
ful home,  with  the  loving  care  of  his  family  to  con- 
tribute to  his  happiness,  he  is  passing  his  declin- 
ing years  in  peace  and  contentment. 

Mr.  Lee  was  born    in    Somersetshire,  England, 
in  1840,  on  the    11th  of    September.      His  father, 


John  L.,  was  a  farmer  in  the  old  country.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Mrs.  Rachael  (Flood) 
Lee.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Her  sister,  Mrs.  Jones, 
resides  in  Vermillion  County,  this  state.  John 
Lee  and  his  wife  took  great  pride  in  educating 
their  children,  thus  preparing  them  for  an  active 
business  career.  Mr.  Lee  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  in  England.  When  he  was 
eighteen  years  old  he  went  to  London  and  there 
engaged  in  the  bakery  business  with  his  brother, 
William  J.  Lee.  After  he  had  acquired  a  goodly 
knowledge  of  this  business  he  worked  in  his  own 
interest  for  six  or  seven  years,  then  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business. 

In  1861  Mr.  Lee  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  M. 
Green,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  Green. 
She  was  born  in  Bristol,  England,  but  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage  she  was  living  in  London.  Her 
father  was  a  baker  in  that  city,  which  business  he 
had  followed  for  several  years.  Nine  years  after 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  emigrated  to  America 
and  lived  near  Kingston,  Canada,  and  began  his 
career  as  a  farmer,  where  he  remained  ten  months. 
In  the  spring  of  the  following  year  he  removed  to 
Oswego  city,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  worked  as  a  jour- 
neyman butcher  for  about  one  and  one-half  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  Montezuma, 
this  county.  Here  he  worked  for  Mr.  Burns  in  a 
fire-brick  factory,  which  pursuit  he  continued  to 
follow  until  spring,  when  he  opened  a  meat-mar- 
ket in  that  place.  In  this  business  he  was  very 
profitable,  receiving  a  good  portion  of  the  people's 
trade  and  so  continued  in  this  line  for  about  six 
months.  In  1883  he  came  to  Rockville  where  he 
again  started  in  his  old  business,  but  was  burned 
out  December  28.  1892.  After  this  unfortunate 
event  he  concluded  to  rest  for  a  time,  but  expects 
to  take  up  again  his  former  occupation  in  a  short 
period.  During  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been 
engaged  in  buying,  selling  and  shipping  stock. 

About  two  years  ago,  in  the  spring  of  1891,  he 
started  a  brick  kiln,  which  has  afforded  him  a  good 
income  and  he  now  furnishes  the  demand  for  brick 
in  Parke  County. 

To  Mr.  Lee  and  wife  have  been  born  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living.     They  are  Henry  S. , 
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Frederick  S.,  Charles  W.,  Adelaide,  Walter,  Oli- 
ver, George,  Elizabeth,  Herbert  and  Arthur. 
Henry  is  at  Danville,  111.,  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness; Charles  is  following  the  former  occupation 
of  his  father  in  this  town;  Fred  is  in  New  York 
city,  traveling  in  the  iuterests  of  a  pork-packing 
establishment.  The  rest  of  the  family  are  all  at 
home.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and 
also  a  member  of  the  City  Board  of  Rockwell,  to 
which  he  has  belonged  for  five  years.  He  has  al- 
ways advocated  industries,  especially  those  bene- 
ficial to  the  town.  He  has  been  one  of  the  princi 
pal  parties  to  forward  the  electric-light  system. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  has  held  every  office  in  this  lodge, 
and  claims  membership  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  state. 

In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  that  congregation  in  Rockville.  He  is 
a  good  paying  member  and  active  worker,  and  one 
whose  time  is  not  occupied  altogether  with  busi- 
ness affairs.  Mr.  Lee  owns  one  of  the  finest  resi- 
dences in  the  town  of  Rockville,  besides  having  in 
his  possession  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of 
land  in  Adams  Township,  which  is  mainly  well  im- 
proved. This  he  devotes  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  shipping  a  great  amount  of  stock  to 
Indianapolis  and  Chicago.  No  one  takes  greater 
pride  in  the  prosperity  of  Rockville  than  does  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  and  not  only  is  he 
liked  by  the  rich  and  fortunate,  but  by  the  young 
and  needy  and  those  who  are  struggling  for  rec- 
ognition. 

IV  Jl  ARTIN  S.   JACK    resides  on  Section  2(5, 
\\f/\     Green   Township,    Parke    County,  and  is 
l|    one   of    the   most  clever  and  industrious 
•%/  fanners  of  this  township.      He  is  a  native 

of  Warren  County,  Ohio,  being  born  March  5, 
1827,  to  James  H.  and  May  E.  Jack.  The  father 
was  also  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  June  1, 
1804,  and  was  the  son  of  John  Thomas  Jack,  who 
was  born  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  September  5,  1777. 
He  married  Eliza  .Smith,  whose  parents  had  set- 
tled among  the  Indians  in  Kentucky  on  a  tract   of 


land  on  which  they  built  a  rude  hut.  Later  they 
purchased  another  large  tract  nearby.  Mrs.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  a  second  cousin  to  Mrs.  Smith, 
whose  mother's  name  was  Todd,  and  Samuel  Jack 
was  a  brother  of  John  Thomas  Jack,  and  born 
November  12,  1812.  John  Thomas  Jack  moved 
from  Kentucky  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Warren 
County,  about  thirty  miles  from  Cincinnati  in  the 
Miami  Valley.  There  he  lived  until  1828,  when 
he  came  to  Indiana  with  our  subject's  father,  to 
help  him  move  to  this  county,  but  on  account  of 
not  liking  it  very  well  because  of  its  dense  timber 
land,  he  moved  to  Tippecanoe  Couuty  where  he 
entered  land  of  the  Government  and  there  lived 
until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of 
twelve  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  oldest  child 
and  all  but  two  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  reached 
their  majority.  John  Jack  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  many  years  while  in  Ohio.  The  father, 
James,  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  in  1804. 
There  he  met  Miss  Barbara  Wyatt,  to  whom  he 
was  wedded  May  11,  1822.  By  this  marriage 
there  was  one  child  born — Susan,  who  is  the  wife 
of  John  C.  Esslinger,  of  Webster  County,  Mo. , 
where  she  died.  After  the  decease  of  his  first 
wife,  who  died  about  one  year  after  their  marriage, 
James  Jack  again  chose  a  companion.  The  lady 
was  Miss  Mary  Sellers  and  was  a  native  of  Warren 
County,  Ohio,  being  born  in  May,  1825.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Christian  Sellers,  who  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Warren  County,  Ohio,  and  afterward  emi- 
grated to  this  couuty  where  he  lived  until  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Before  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  moved  from  Ohio 
Mr.  Jack  was  born,  being  the  only  child  by  this 
marriage.  He  was  born  March  5,  1827,  and  came 
to  Indiana  in  one  of  the  old  covered  wagons  with 
his  parents  in  1829,  where  they  located  in  Green 
Township  near  the  farm  owned  by  Christian  Sel- 
lers who  had  emigrated  here  and  entered  from  the 
Government  two  thousand  and  forty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  afterward  divided  among  his  seven 
children,  giving  them  in  all  about  five  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  each.  The  land  that  James  Jack  took 
possession  of  was  in  a  perfectly  wild  condition,  but 
he  settled  on  Section  84  and  immediately  set  about 
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clearing  a  place  on  which  to  build  a  log  cabin. 
Here  he  lived  until  the  time  of  his  death  when  he 
was  the  possessor  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land.  He  had  previously  given  each  of 
his  children  eighty  acres,  and  at  his  death  he  left 
each  forty  acres,  excepting  May.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  a  member  and  elder  in  the 
Christian  Church.  He  was  one  of  the  persons 
who  were  instrumental  in  the  organization  of 
the  congregation  at  Parkville,  and  when  the 
church  edifice  was  erected  he  contributed  lib- 
erally toward  that,  building  the  major  part  of  it 
himself.  He  also  helped  to  organize  the  church 
at  Portland  Mills,  and  was  a  contributor  to  it  as 
well.  He  was  trustee  of  the  township  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  in  politics  was  an  adherent  of  the 
Democratic  party,  but  on  account  of  military  acts, 
he  cast  his  vote  for  Geu.  William  H.  Harrison. 
He  died  in  December,  1881,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  about  ten  years  before.  After  her  death  Mr. 
Jack  married  Mrs.  Nancy  Crawford,  who  is  still 
living  in  the  Indian  Territory  in  the  Cherokee 
Nation.  By  his  second  marriage  he  became  the 
father  of  rive  children,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Martin  S.,  John  Thomas,  a  resident  of 
Green  Township,  this  county,  where  he  is  exten- 
sively engaged  in  farming;  Adam  S.,  another  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  class  of  Green  Town- 
ship; Eliza  J.,  wife  of  James  Sowder,  who  owns  a 
large  farm  in  this  towoship;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Perry  Blake,  who  lives  south  of  Bellmore  in  Union 
Township. 

Martin  Jack  was  about  two  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Indiana  with  his  parents.  He  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  old  homestead,  attending  the 
country  school  of  his  district,  afterward  supple- 
menting it  by  an  attendance  at  the  public  schools 
of  this  county,  where  he  received  a  splendid  edu- 
cation. He  lived  at  home  till  his  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  the  15th  of  November,  1846,  the 
other  contracting  party  being  Susan  Lanning,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Lanning,  who  was  a  native 
of  North  Carolina  and  came  to  Indiana  about  the 
year  1830.  Mrs.  Jack  was  born  March  16,  1825, 
in  North  Carolina,  in  Lawson  County,  and  eameto 
Parke  County  with  her  parents  in  1830.  After 
their  marriage    Mr.   and  Mrs.    Jack    located    in 


Green  Township  on  Section  35,  where  they  lived 
for  about  ten  years.  At  this  time  they  removed  to 
a  farm  on  Section  25,  which  he  bought  after  sell- 
ing his  possession  on  Section  34.  He  lived  on  that 
farm  but  two  or  three  years  when  he  moved  to 
the  place  where  he  now  lives,  and  lived  in  a  large 
log  house.  In  1866  he  replaced  this  with  a  large 
substantial  frame  house  which  has  all  the  modern 
conveniences  and  requisites  which  go  to  make  a 
comfortable  country  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  have  had  born  to  them  eight 
children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living.  They  are 
John  T.  C. ,  who  is  a  successful  farmer  in  Green 
Township  and  the  father  of  six  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living;  Mary  Catherine,  wife  of  Mathias 
Van  Huss,  a  resident  of  this  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Van  Huss  have  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
ten  living,  two  of  the  boys  being  twins,  who  were 
educated  in  Terre  Haute.  Five  have  graduated 
from  the  common  schools.  Nancy  E.  is  the  wife 
of  Michael  Smith  and  the  mother  of  six  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living.  They  are  now  living 
with  our  subject.  Ella  M.  is  the  wife  of  William 
McBride,  of  Vermilion  County,  111.  (She  is  the 
mother  of  four  children  and  was  born  December 
8,  1862.)  Jesse  Andrew  is  living  among  the 
mountains  of  Colorado,  on  a  ranch.  The  deceased 
children  are  Lucinda,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years  and  three  months;  James  D.,  who  died  in 
1889.  (He  had  been  a  resident  of  Kansas  for 
eight  years  prior  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  was  married  to  Miss 
Susa  Sutton,  who  preceded  him  to  the  land  of  rest 
a  few  years.  Five  orphan  children  were  left  to 
mourn  the  father's  death,  and  Martin,  our  subject, 
has  been  their  guardian  since.)  William  H. ,  who 
was  born  March  16,  1856,  and  died  in  1891,  leav- 
ing a  wife  (whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  L. 
Buks)  and  three  children. 

Martin  S.  Jack  owns  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  acres  of  arable  land,  all  of  which  lies  in 
Parke  Cownty  with  the  exception  of  about  sixty- 
six  acres  in  Putnam  County.  This  is  all  well  im- 
proved and  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  on  it 
are  located  six  residences.  Mr.  Jack  is  one  of  the 
most  extensive  farmers  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county,  and  also  keeps  fifty  head  of  cattle  on  his  large 
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estate  to  which  he  devotes  a  great  deal  of  his  at- 
tention. He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  an  early 
day,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  several 
years,  and  it  was  his  close  application  to  this  trade 
that  made  for  him  the  bulk  of  his  property.  Po- 
litically our  subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Assessor  of  Green  Township  for 
two  terms,  also  serving  about  eight  years  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has  been  a  faithful 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Church  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  has  contributed  liberally  to  its  support. 
Mr.  Jack  has  had  a  natural  genius  for  handling 
tools,  and  has  been  successful  in  all  of  his  under- 
takings— in  the  occupation  of  a  carpenter  as  well 
as  that  of  a  farmer.  He  has  made  his  fortune  by 
his  own  ingenuity  and  skill,  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  this  township. 
While  working  at  his  trade  he  built  ten  houses 
and  four  school-houses,  besides  a  large  amount  of 
shop  work.  Our  subject's  father,  before  his  death, 
amply  provided  for  his  last  wife,  leaving  to  her  use 
eighty  acres  of  land,  §1,000  in  cash,  and  a  large 
amount  of  personal  property. 

MARTIN,  M.  D.,  of  Bellmore,  Parke 
County,  is  well  known  as  a  leading  physi- 
cian of  this  place,  whose  skill  and  success 
in  practice  place  him  well  at  the  head  of  his 
profession,  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  more 
than  a  decade.  He  was  born  in  Union  Township, 
this  county,  on  November  21,  1851.  His  father, 
R.  A.  Martin,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  and 
lived  there  until  Dr.  Martin  reached  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  county  in  1821.  He  married  Sarah  J.  Shaw, 
of  Illinois,  who  came  of  Tennessee  and  Irish  stock, 
I  lie  father  of  our  subject  being  also  of  Irish  de 
scent.  The  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Clark 
Conuty,  111.,  and  soon  after  the  young  couple 
located  in  Parke  County,  where  they  remained 
during  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The  father  died  at 
I  he  age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  the  mother  passed 
from  this  life  upon  attaining  the  same  age. 

Dr.    Martin   is  the    ninth   in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  ten  children.      He  received  his  education 


in  the  district  schools  and  carried  on  farming  until 
reaching  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  At  this 
time  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in 
Keokuk  (Iowa)  Medical  College,  and  then  read 
medicine  under  Dr.  Goss,  of  Rockville,  with  whom 
he  remained  one  summer  and  was  graduated  in 
1879.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  taken  into 
partnership  with  the  Doctor  and  remained  with 
him  six  years,  they  carrying  on  practice  at  Bell- 
more.  He  is  now  doing  a  lucrative  business,  his 
genial  disposition  as  well  as  his  ability  to  relieve 
suffering  quickly  endearing  him  to  his  patients, 
while  in  social  and  business  life  he  is  a  pleasing 
companion  and  a  prominent  citizen. 

In  1890  Dr.  Martin  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
Trustee  of  Union  Township,  which  position  he 
has  held  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  For 
some  time  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Parke 
County  Medical  Association,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  be- 
longing to  Lodge  No.  60  of  Rockville.  The 
political  views  of  the  Doctor  have  brought  him 
into  affiliations  with  the  Republican  party,  which 
he  has  always  supported  with  his  ballot  and  in- 
fluence. 

Dr.  Martin  was  happily  married  in  1881  to  Miss 
Christina  Bane,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
William  and  Catherine  Bane.  To  these  worthy 
parents  were  born  two  children — Blanch  and  Jule. 
The  eldest  child  was  taken  from  them  by  death  at 
the  youthful  age  of  four  years. 


-^*^\^*^ 


ZOLLIE  THORPE  is  largely  engaged  in  the 
dry-goods  business  at  Jessup,  Parke  County. 
^   He  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  April 

9,  1861,  to  Lee  and  Eveline  (Brown) 
Thorpe,  who  were  also  natives  of  Kentucky,  were 
reared,  married  and  died  in  their  native  states. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
other  live  are  named  Rausom,  Richard  P.,  Thorn- 
ton T.,  Clinton  B.  and  Lucy  D.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  John  H.  Miles. 

Zollie  Thorpe  was  reared  upon  a  farm  after  the 
usual  manner  of  farmers  sous,  receiving  only  a  com- 
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inon-school  education,  and  was  early  in  life  left  to 
the  cold  world  to  eke  out  his  own  subsistance  and 
lay  the  foundation  of  his  own  fortune.  How  well 
he  succeeded  can  readily  be  discerned  by  those 
who  are  his  patrons  in  his  mercantile  pursuits. 
Working  on  a  farm  in  his  native  state  until  1883, 
he  came  to  Parke  County,  Ind. ,  and  here  con- 
tinued his  agricultural  pursuits  until  January, 
1893,  when  he  left  the  farm  and  entered  the  mer- 
cantile world,  purchasing  the  general  merchandise 
stock  of  goods  owned  by  Abraham  Sallee.  His 
place  of  business  is  in  the  little  hamlet  of  Jessup. 

Mr.  Thorpe,  being  of  a  domestic  nature,  realized 
that  "it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone" 
aud  took  unto  himself  a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Cora  Yowell,  of  this  county.  They  were  united  in 
marriage,  January  5,  1888.  The  fruits  of  this 
union  are  two  sons — Clinton  O,  born  December  7, 
1888;  and  Crawford  E.,  born  February  7,  1892. 
These  are  two  bright  vivacious  little  boys,  who, 
with  their  childish  prattle  and  boyish  pranks, 
make  home  happy.  Mr.  Thorpe  is  also  the  present 
acting  Postmaster  as  well  as  resident  agent  for  the 
Adams  Express  Company.  The  duties  of  these  two 
responsible  positions,  in  connection  with  his  mer- 
chandise trade,  keep  him  busy  for  the  greater 
part  of  each  twenty- four  hours,  but  being  an  ener- 
getic and  ambitious  man  he  accepts  the  situation 
antl  is  ever  on  the  alert  to  do  his  best  for  his  em- 
ployes and  patrons.  He  has  the  only  stock  of 
goods  in  the  village  and  aims  to  keep  such  a  clean 
and  well-selected  lot  of  goods  as  is  necessary  to 
supply  the  surrounding  community  with  anything 
they  require.  And  the  best  of  all  this  is,  he  is  able 
to  dispose  of  his  goods  at  prices  equal  to  those  of 
the  dealers  in  adjoining  towns  and  is  always  will- 
ing to  receive  in  exchange  not  only  cash,  but  any 
and  all  products  the  farmers  wish  to  sell,  and  will 
give  to  them  as  high  a  price  as  the  market  will 
admit. 

Politically  this  gentleman  is  a  Democrat  of  the 
conservative  kind,  and  socially  a  man  of  entertain- 
ing ability  aud  courtesy.  The  family  residence  is 
nicely  located,  is  very  large,  and  is  complete  in  all 
its  appointments.  It  is  a  typical  home  where  love 
and  paternal  affection  reign  supreme. 


[(  LEXANDER  PUETT.  To  this  gentleman 
|\  belongs  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
surviving  settler  of  Rockville.  When  he 
came  to  this  now  flourishing  city  its  first 
house  was  building,  a  tavern  erected  by  a  man 
named  Ray.  Since  that  early  day  he  has  wit- 
nessed many  marvelous  changes  in  the  surround- 
ings, has  seen  the  hut  of  the  frontiersman  give  way 
to  the  comfortable  residence  of  the  farmer  and  the 
merchant,  and  has  himself  contributed  to  no  small 
extent  to  secure  the  wonderful  transformation  that 
has  been  wrought. 

A  native  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Puett  was  born 
in  Burke  County,  January  15,  1809.  His  father, 
Coleman  Puett,  was  a  farmer  in  that  state  and 
during  the  War  of  1812  was  detailed  to  convey 
provisions  to  the  army  of  Gen.  Jackson,  which  he 
did,  hauling  the  supplies  across  the  country  to  the 
soldiers.  About  1814  he  removed  to  Monroe 
County,  Ind..  where  he  entered  a  tract  of  Govern- 
ment land  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
that  section  of  the  state.  Later  he  came  to  Parke 
County,  where  he  cleared  several  eighty-acre  tracts 
and  remained  until  his  death  in  1833.  After  im- 
proving his  first  purchase  he  traded  the  property 
for  the  place  now  occupied  by  the  subject  of  our 
sketch. 

Alexander  Puett  was  about  five  years  old  when 
he  accompanied  his  father  to  Indiana,  where  he 
passed  his  boyhood  in  Monroe  County.  At  one 
time,  when  he  and  his  sister  were  quite  small,  they 
went  out,  as  usual,  to  drive  the  cows  home  and  in 
the  woods  began  to  play,  blindfolding  each  other 
and  wandering  around  in  childish  sport  until  they 
were  a  long  way  from  home.  As  they  could  not 
make  the  cows  go  along  the  road  they  wished  to 
take,  the  children  left  the  cattle  and  wandered  off 
to  a  creek,  where  they  saw  three  Indians.  Realiz- 
ing that  they  were  lost,  Alexander  wanted  to  go  to 
the  red  men,  but  his  sister  being  afraid  refused,  so 
they  crouched  down  among  the  leaves,  where  they 
remained  hidden  until  the  savages  had  passed  by. 
They  then  traveled  for  some  distance  along  a  road 
and  finally  reached  an  old  hollow  log  where  they 
decided  to  remain  iintil  morning,  but  hearing  the 
sound  of  some  one  chopping  they  went  to  the  barn 
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which  they  found  to  be  that  of  a  pioneer  preacher. 
The  latter  took  the  children  home  on  horseback, 
reaching  there  about  daybreak  and  rinding  the 
other  members  of  the  family  in  the  deepest  anxiety 
over  the  absence  of  the  little  ones. 

About  1824  Mr.  Puett  came  to. Parke  County, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion principally  in  the  Quaker  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood.  In  1843  he  married  Miss  Minerva 
Strain,  and  unto  them  were  born  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Charlotte,  wife  of 
William  Overman;  Lucy,  who  married  A.  C.  Bates, 
and  Welby,  a  farmer  residing  in  Parke  County. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Puett  located  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  and  through  strenuous  exer- 
tious  brought  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to 
a  high  state  of  improvement.  For  twelve  years 
he  lived  in  a  hewed  log  house  18  by  24  feet  in  di- 
mensions, after  which  he  resided  in  a  brick  resi- 
dence until  1860  and  then  tore  down  that  structure 
erecting  the  house  which  still  stands.  His  first 
wife  died  about  sixteen  years  after  their  marriage, 
and  in  1850  he  was  united  to  Miss  Margaret  E. 
Allen,  who,  after  the  death  of  her  father,  William 
Allen,  of  Kentucky,  accompanied  her  widowed 
mother  in  1833  to  Indiana  and  located  nine  miles 
north  of  Rockville. 

Mr.  Puett  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  shipping  stock  and  while  thus  engaged 
made  a  number  of  trips  to  Milwaukee  and  Madi- 
son, Wis.,  as  well  as  to  various  southern  points. 
For  about  five  years  he  carried  on  a  mercantile 
business  in  Rockville.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  where  he  makes  his 
home.  At  one  time  he  owned  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  but  has  divided  the  property  among  his 
children.  Politically  he  has  always  been  in  active 
sympathy  with  the  Democrats  and  has  served  as 
Constable  for  several  terms.  His  reminiscences 
i if  the  early  history  of  this  section  of  the  country 
are  most  interesting  and  he  is  au  entertaining  con- 
versationalist. He  is  one  of  the  few  now  surviving 
who  were  present  at  the  treaty  made  by  Gen. 
Cass  with  the  Indians  at  old  Fort  Dearborn  in 
L838,  when  about  seven  thousand  Indians  "smoked 
the  pipe  of  peace  with  the  pale  face." 


I(  I 1  ENRY  RANDOLPH  occupies  an  honorable 
r^n  position  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow- 
1^  citizens  and  is  residing  on  his  fine  farm  of 
■{/  two  hundred  acres  in  Section  34,  Fulton 

Township,  Fountain  County,  Ind.  He  is  not  yet 
bowed  down  with  the  weight  of  years,  nor  has  his 
honorable  position  any  tinge  of  venerability,  for 
he  was  born  on  Silver  Island  in  the  year  1838, 
being  a  son  or  Aaron  and  Charlotte  (Lunger) 
Randolph,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  son  of 
Johu  Randolph,  who  was  of  Scottish  origin. 

The  mother  was  born  in  Ohio  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Lunger.  Aaron  Randolph  became  a 
resident  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1826,  and 
at  once  entered  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
Government  land.  His  days  were  devoted  to  ex- 
tending and  improving  his  possessions  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  valuable  and  well  tilled  land, 
the  result  of  his  own  endeavors.  He  was  first 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Carnan,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Phineas,  who  was  born  in  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  in  1824,  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
Mead,  by  whom  he  has  three  children,  and  is  now 
following  the  occupation  of  farming;  Julia  was 
born  in  Fountain  County  in  1826,  was  married  to 
Philip  Park,  with  whom  she  remeved  to  Iowa,  and 
there  remained  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in 
1870,  leaving  besides  her  husband  three  children 
to  mourn  her  loss;  Jane,  who  was  born  in  Fount- 
ain County  in  1828,  was  married  to  David  Park, 
a  farmer  of  this  county,  but  in  1868  left  him  a 
widower  with  three  children;  and  Francis,  who 
was  born  in  this  county  in  1830,  was  married  to 
Miss  Debby  Lindsey,  and  is  now  following  the 
occupation  of  farming  near  Danville,  111. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Henry  Randolph  are 
as  follows:  Harrison,  who  was  born  in  1836,  was 
married  to  Jane  Wright,  is  the  father  of  three 
children,  and  is  following  the  calling  of  an  agri- 
culturist on  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  (he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  was  elect ed 
to  the  office  of  County  Commissioner  of  Fountain 
County  in  1888,  and  owing  to  his  indefatigable 
labors  he   is  gradually  paying  off  the  debt  of  the 
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county);  Mary,  a  sister,  was  born  in  1S40  and  was 
married  to  Walter  Donell,  and  they  are  now  resid- 
ing at  Waynetown,  Montgomery  County,  with  their 
seven  children;  Margaret,  who  was  born  in  1841, 
was  married  to  William  Wann,  who  was  following 
the  occupation  of  farming  at  the  time  of  her  death 
in  1864.  leaving  her  husband  with  one  child  to  care 
for;  Willie  was  born  in  1843,  married  Mary  Hob- 
ert,  by  whom  he  has  six  children,  and  is  following 
the  calling  of  a  carpenter  at  Waterman;  a  sister 
that  was  born  in  1846  died  in  1849. 

Henry  Randolph,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
married  to  Miss  Clara  Cook,  of  Walton,  Ind.,  but 
a  native  of  New  York,  where  she  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  in  1841.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Bar- 
ney and  Hannah  (Osborne)  Cook,  and  their  union 
was  consummated  in  1860.  They  are  residing  on 
Silver  Island  and  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Harry,  who  was  born  in  1864,  is  married 
to  Emma  Cates,  by  whom  he  has  one  child;  Fred 
was  born  in  1865,  and  was  married  to  Ora  Burn- 
sides,  by  whom  he  has  one  child;  Charles  was  born 
in  1866,  was  educated  at  Covington  and  is  now 
residing  at  home;  John  was  born  in  1869,  was 
educated  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute,  and  is 
making  his  home  with  his  parents;  Carl  was  born 
in  1877;  Maggie  was  born  in  1879;  and  Carrie, 
was  born  in  1882. 

Mr.  Randolph  started  out  to  right  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself  as  the  owner  of  about  fifty-five 
acres  of  land  that  his  father  generously  gave  him, 
and  being  exceptionally  industrious  and  pushing, 
he  was  not  content  with  remaining  the  possessor  of 
that  small  farm,  but  from  time  to  time  increased 
it  until  he  now  owns  a  fine  tract  of  two  hundred 
acres  in  the  home  farm,  which  is  exceptionally  well 
conducted  and  looked  after  by  Mr.  Randolph,  who 
is  acknowledged  to  be  a  shrewd,  practical  and 
thrifty  agriculturist.  Besides  this  he  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land  in 
Parke  County  and  eighty  in  Illinois,  all  of  which 
is  valuablefarming  land  and  under  cultivation.  He 
devotes  his  land  principally  to  the  culture  of  corn 
and  wheat,  but  raises  all  agricultural  products,  and 
underneath  this  valuable  land  is  a  vein  of  coal  of 
five  and  a  half  feet  thickness.     He  built  for  him- 


self a  pretty  modern  house  of  eight  rooms  in  1879, 
and  here  he  and  his  wife  dispense  a  refined  and 
generous  hospitality. 


********imi 


^v-.1-**** 


qEORGE  W.  ROHM,  an  active  and  enterpris 
ing  young  man,  is  one  of  the  owners  of  one 
of  the  finest  mills  in  Jackson  Township, 
A  Parke  County.  This  mill  is  situated  on  the 
Big  Raccoon,  and  was  built  in  the  year  1821,  and 
rebuilt  in  the  year  1881  by  his  father.  It  has  a 
capacity  of  fifty  barrels  per  day,  is  splendidly 
fitted  out  with  a  modern  roller  system,  and  the 
flour  produced  is  of  the  finest  and  best  brands. 
Mr.  Rohm  is  an  energetic  business  man,  is  pros- 
perous in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling  as  a  miller,  and 
well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  receives  all 
his  mail  at  Mansfield. 

Mr.  Rohm  was  born  in  New  Bedford  County, 
Penn.,  June  30,  1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
Rohm,  who  was  also  a  miller  by  occupation.  He 
commenced  in  this  business  when  twelve  years  old 
and  continued  until  1864,  when  he  left  for  De  Witt 
County,  111.  Here  he  had  an  interest  in  three 
mills,  one  of  which  he  built  himself  in  that  county, 
and  in  the  year  1871  disposed  of  it  and  removed 
to  Wright  County,  Iowa.  In  this  last-named 
county  he  purchased  a  farm,  but  thinking  his 
former  trade  more  preferable,  he  sold  out  and 
built  a  mill  at  Clarion  with  the  expectation  of  a 
railroad  passing  through  the  town.  But  this  plan 
failed  and  he  finally  went  to  Hamilton  County jn 
the  same  state,  where  he  rented  a  mill  for  a  period 
of  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  in 
1875,  he  bought  the  Mansfield  mill  in  this  county, 
which  he  operated  until  1881.  Jacob  Rohm  then 
built  the  present  mill,  which  was  completely  re- 
modeled in  1886.  At  this  time  he  sold  to  each 
of  his  sons,  our  subject  and  E.  H.  Calvin  Rohm,  a 
one-fourth  interest.  In  1893  he  retired  from  the 
partnership,  which  is  now  known  as  Rohm  Broth- 
ers, the  two  sons  being  equal  partners.  Rohm 
Bros,  are  now  erecting  a  mill  in  Rockville,  which 
they  intend,  when  completed,  to  be  one  of  the 
finest    and   best    mills    in  the  state.      The  father 
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makes  his  home  near  Fincastle  and  is  a  local 
minister    in    the    Methodist    Episcopal    Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  A.  Hixon,  and  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  which  state  she  was  carefully  reared 
and  educated.  She  is  the  mother  of  five  children, 
two  daughters  and  three  sons,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  E.  H.  Calvin,  a  resident  of  Mansfield; 
Mar  ell  a.  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  F.  Pruett;  Lizzie, 
who  is  the  wife  of  A.  E.  Cole,  of  Putnam  County, 
this  state;  George  W.,  our  subject;  and  Jacob  J., 
who  was  killed  by  the  cars  in  August,  1892. 

George  W.  Rohm  was  ten  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Parke  County  with  his  parents.  He  at- 
tended the  Commercial  schools  at  Terre  Haute, 
later  supplementing  his  study  there  by  a  course 
at  the  Normal  at  the  same  place,  and  also  at  Dan- 
ville, teaching  four  successive  terms  up  to  1886. 
He  then  entered  into  partnership  with  his  father 
and  brother,  as  above  stated,  but  early  in  1892 
took  sole  charge  of  the  business,  forming  the  pres- 
ent partnership  with  his  brother  in  April,  1893. 
The  business  is  successful,  the  mill  having  a 
large  local  trade.  Their  square  dealing  and 
genial  manners  have  won  for  them  hosls  of  friends, 
both   in   business  and  social  circles. 

As  a  companion  on  life's  journey,  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  heads  this  sketch  chose  Miss 
Alice  J.  Van  Zant,  daughter  of  H.  W.  and  Mary 
Van  Zant,  This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Parke 
County,  Ind.,  and  received  a  good  education  in 
her  native  place.  By  this  union  Mr.  Rohin  and 
his  wife  have  become  the  proud  parents  of  three 
children,  whom  they  named  Guy,  Arthur  and  Cora 
-  all  still  under  the  parental  roof.  Our  subject, 
socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Bridgeton  Lodge, 
No.  169,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 


**£^***. 
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JlONAS  S.  MILLER,  is  one  of  those  men  about 
whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  write.       He  is  mod- 
,'    est  in  his  opinion  of  himself,  not  claiming  the 
worth  and  importance  that  others    are  ready 
and  anxious  to  ascribe  to  him.      He  is   quiet   and 
unassuming  in  manner,  as  such  characters  always 
are,  and  holds  the  high  place  which  has  been  given 


him  in  the  public  favor  by  right  of  what  he  is,  and 
not  of  what  he  claims.  It  is  a  grateful  task  to 
write  of  such  an  one.  and  the  only  danger  is,  that 
sufficient  merit  will  not  be  ascribed;  yet  the  hearts 
of  his  friends,  and  they  are  very  many,  will  supply 
any  lack  of  words  on  the  part  of  the  writer,  or  any 
failure  to  express  happily  the  true  thought. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Reading,  Pa.,  April  27, 
1831.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Susan  Miller, 
were  both  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  were  the  chil- 
dren of  farmers.  He  himself  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  living  there  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  at 
which  time  he  began  to  learn  the  carriage  trade  at 
Reading.  He  served  four  years  as  an  apprentice 
under  bond  to  remain  the  full  time.  After  learn- 
ing his  trade,  he  worked  a  few  months  in  Reading, 
then  went  to  Circleville,  Ohio,  remaining  there  one 
year  as  a  journeyman,  earning  money  to  buy  a 
horse  and  saddle,  after  which  he  rode  back  six 
hundred  miles  across  the  mountains  to  his  old 
home,  being  sixteen  days  on  the  road.  Reading 
is  fifty  miles  from  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Miller  next  went  to  Pottsville  and  with  a 
young  man  from  there,  proceeded  to  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
where  they  opened  a  shop,  remaining  in  business 
together  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
they  sold  out,  and  he  went  to  Fremont,  the  same 
state,  remaining  there  one  year,  working  and 
trading  horses.  After  this  he  came  back  to  Circle- 
ville, having  made  some  money,  and  six  months 
later  went  to  Indianapolis  by  rail.  He  worked 
there  one  year,  and  in  February,  1856,  came  to 
Crawfordsville,  where  he  opened  a  shop  with  his 
brother  Samuel,  who  came  with  him  and  who  was 
a  blacksmith.  They  were  partners  until  his 
brother's  death,  about  two  years  since.  They 
worked  up  a  large  and  flourishing  business,  it  hav- 
ing reached  an  extensive  scale  even  before  the  war. 
This  business  will  be  more  fully  described  in 
detail  in  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Albert  S.  Miller,  the 
son  of  our  subject  and  his  successor  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  factory. 

Mr.  Jonas  Miller  has  given  his  entire  attention 
to  the  carriage  business  for  so  many  years  that  to 
him  must  be  given  the  full  credit  due  the  founder 
of  so  extensive  an  industry,  while  his  brother 
Samuel  must   also    receive  hiB  share,  for    his   own 
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part  in  the  work  was  by  no  means  an  unimportant 
one.  The  partnership  existing  between  the 
brothers  was  a  remarkable  one,  extending  over  a 
period  of  thirty-five  years.  They  possessed  many 
characteristics  in  common,  and  the  long  close  con- 
nection between  them  was  never  broken  by  bicker- 
ings or  disagreements,  but  all  their  business  rela- 
itons  were  harmonious,  each  working  for  the 
advancement  of  the  firm.  Men  of  rather  taciturn 
natures,  their  business  matters  were  kept  to  them- 
selves, and,  while  both  were  really  warm-hearted 
and  genial,  their  only  confidants  were  each  other. 
Men  of  strong  likes  and  dislikes,  it  is  not  strange 
that  this  attachment  was  never  severed  until  death 
claimed  one  of  them  for  his  own.  Both  have  ever 
been  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Crawfords- 
ville.  They  asked  no  public  recognition  and 
sought  no  offices,  but  were  content  to  build  up  a 
business  on  such  a  firm  base  that  nothing  could 
cause  it  to  totter  and  fall  should  either  be  taken 
away. 

Although,  as  we  have  before  stated,  both  JoDas 
Miller  and  his  brother  were  uncommunicative  to  a 
remarkable  degree,  yet  no  men  possessed  warmer 
friends,  or  appreciated  the  beauties  of  friendship 
more  than  they.  They  were  alike  with  regard  to 
temperament  and  strength  of  character.  Both 
have  ever  been  fond  of  home  life.  In  his  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  Samuel  gave  his  personal 
attention  to  the  smithing  department.  Being  a 
first-class  workman  himself,  he  demanded  the  best 
results  from  those  in  his  employ,  as  would  be 
expected  from  a  man  who  ever  led  a  most  honor- 
able life  in  every  detail.  Possibly  the  friendship 
between  the  brothers  was  the  closer  from  the  fact 
that  Samuel  was  never  married. 

In  addition  to  the  carriage  factory,  Mr.  Miller 
owns  the  Market  street  livery  stable  (the  omnibus 
stable  being  37  by  165  feet),  and  a  two-story  brick 
block,  85  feet  front  by  165  deep,  next  to  the  Nutt 
House.  This  is  all  valuable  business  property, 
the  buildings  being  finely  located  and  handsome 
edifices.  A  view  of  all  the  structures  accompanies 
this  sketch. 

Mr.  Miller  has  been  the  longest  in  continuous 
business  of  any  man  in  the  city,  the  period  includ- 
ing   thirty  six    years  of  successful    work.      This, 


starting  on  a  small  scale,  has,  through  strict  atten- 
tion and  earnest,  clear-sighted  effort,  gained  for 
him  the  enviable  position  that  he  occupies  to-day. 
It  speaks  well  for  him  as  an  employer  that  some  of 
his  men  have  been  with  him  for  thirty  years.  He 
has  always  had  a  reputation  for  straightforward 
business  dealing,  first-class  work,  and  honesty  in 
every  transaction.  No  man  has  been  more  suc- 
cessful than  he,  and  that  this  is  consistent  with 
square  dealing  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  no  man 
bears  a  higher  character.  Mr.  Miller  is  not  a  specu 
lator,  but  having  confidence  in  the  future  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  he  does  not  hesitate  to  make  large 
investments  here. 

Mr.  Miller  is  of  medium  height  and  robust 
build,  his  well-knit  frame  being  suited  to  meet  the 
hard  knocks  of  life,  and  displaying  the  ruggedness 
of  his  Pennsylvania  ancestry.  This  ruggedness 
extends  to  the  character  as  well,  giving  that  sterling 
quality  that  holds  out  against  temptations  and 
difficulties  and  insures  a  success  of  the  kind  that  a 
man  may  well  be  proud  of.  Mr.  Miller  is  now  a 
widower,  his  wife,  who  was  Miss  Martha  A.  Scott, 
and  who  was  reared  in  this  city,  having  died  in 
May,  1885.  Their  family  included  only  the  one 
son  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Albert  S.  Miller,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  will  be  given  elsewhere,  as  be- 
fore stated.  Mr.  Miller  has  never  been  actively 
engaged  in  polities,  and  lays  no  claim  to  being  a 
politician,  being  interested  in  such  things  only  as 
he  is  interested  in  everything  that  is  for  the  good 
and  advancement  of  his  fellowmen  and  of  his 
country,  as  well  as  of  his  chosen  city.  The  best  ex- 
ponent of  the  man  is  found  in  the  immense  business 
that  he  has  brought  to  its  present  thoroughly  pros- 
perous and  substantial  condition,  and  in  the  high 
regard  and  respect  felt  for  him  by  all  who  know 
him. 


^^^^  *: 


lliii**^***** 


El  LZEY  BOBBINS  is  an  example  of  the  self- 
made  man  who,  having  commenced  on  the 
I  lowest  rounds  of  the  ladder  leading  to  suc- 
cess, has  steadily,  year  by  year,  risen  in  the 
scale,  until  he  is  now  justly  numbered  among  the 
extensive   and     leading    agriculturists     of    Parke 
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County.  He  was  once  the  fortunate  possessor  of 
four  hundred  acres  of  desirable  land,  which  he  has 
given  to  his  children,  his  home  being  situated  on 
Section  22,  Sugar  Creek  Township.  Soon  after 
his  marriage,  in  1845,  he  was  obliged  to  begin  on 
a  rented  farm,  hauling  all  his  earthly  effects  to  it 
on  a  one  horse  sleigh.  For  over  thirty  years  Mr. 
Robbins  and  his  estimable  wife,  who  has  truly 
been  a  helpmeet  to  him,  have  been  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Yont)  Robbins,  the  former 
a  native  of  Germany.  After  his  marriage  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  following  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Randolph  County,  N.  C.  He  had 
four  children:  Eli,  Enoch,  Hayman  and  Molly, 
wife  of  Eli  Newland,  of  Illinois.  When  our  sub 
ject's  father  was  only  a  boy  he  was  deprived  by 
death  of  his  father,  after  which  event  his  mother 
became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Curtis,  and  had  two 
sons:  Emsley  and  Ennis,  the  latter  of  whom  went 
to  Illinois. 

When  Eli  Robbins  was  only  eleven  years  old  he 
was  bound  out  to  John  Reddish  and  lived  with 
him  for  ten  years,  or  until  reaching  his  majority. 
He  learned  the  tanner's  trade,  which  calling  he 
never  followed  afterward.  When  twenty-five 
years  old  he  married  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Sarah  (Sumner)  Hoggett,  who  were  old  style 
Quakers.  Our  subject  is  one  of  eleven  children, 
he  being  the  second  son.  In  order  of  birth  the 
others  are  as  follows:  Liuley,  deceased;  James, 
deceased;  Hoggett;  William  and  Enoch,  deceased; 
Newland;  Sarah;  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  deceased, 
and  Abigail. 

When  our  subject's  father  started  out  to  make 
his  way  in  the  world  he  began  by  working  for 
farmers  by  the  month  or  year.  At  length  he 
became  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  and  property 
but,  by  going  security  for  a  man,  lost  everything. 
After  that  misfortune  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  east  Tennessee,  where  he  lived  several  years, 
and  then  going  to  the  Prairie  State  soon  after  de- 
parted this  life.      He  was  a  Jacksonian  Democrat. 

Until  reaching  his  majority  Elzey  Robbins  re- 
mained at  home  with  his  parents  and  then  com- 
menced working  as  a  farm  hand.      About  1838  he 


came  to  Parke  County,  working  for  several  years 
at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  to  earn  an  honest 
living.  He  split  rails  for  fifty  cents  per  hundred, 
in  that  particular  resembling  our  country's  great 
President,  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  also  worked  as 
a  blacksmith  for  $8  per  month.  In  1845  he  mar- 
ried Nancy  Carter,  who  was  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Hannah  (Holliday)  Carter.  Seven  sons  have 
blessed  their  union,  all  bright,  intelligent  young 
men,  who,  having  been  given  good  educations, 
are  now  taking  a  leading  part  in  the  actual  busi- 
ness of  life.  Their  names  are  as  follows:  John 
E.,  James  G. ,  Joshua  M. ,  William  P.,  Soloman 
F.,  Andrew  A.,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Like  their  father  they  are  all  defenders  of  the 
Republican  party  and  principles,  and  are  patriotic 
citizens. 


-£^**>k^*; 
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[ACOB  E.  SMITH  is  Postmaster  of  Judsou, 
Parke  County,  where  he  runs  a  grocery  store, 
and  has  been  a  resident  for  the  past  fifteen 
years.  He  was  born  in  Ohio,  May  20,  1838, 
and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Matilda  (Carmichael) 
Smith.  The  former  was  in  turn  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Black)  Smith.  John  Smith  was  a  na- 
tive of  England  and  emigrated  to  America  in  his 
childhood,  during  the  old  colonial  days  settling 
first  in  Connecticut  and  later  removing  to  western 
Pennsylvania.  His  brothers  were  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  while  his  wife's  brother  was  in  com- 
mand of  a  Pennsylvania  regiment  at  Hull's  sur- 
render in  Detroit.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
mother's brother  participated  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  was  in  all  the  principal  battles  of  the 
Delaware  Valley,  crossing  that  river  with  Wash- 
ington, and  was  also  in  Valley  Forge  for  two  win- 
ters with  that  famous  commander.  In  the  War  of 
1812  the  family  was  represented  by  two  of  our 
subject's  uncles,  one  of  whom  was  on  Lake  Erie 
with  Commodore  Perry. 

Our  subject's  father  was  born  and  grew  to  man- 
hood in  the  Keystone  State.  His  father  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  and  also  kept  a  tavern  on  the 
Old  National  Pike.  He  had  three  sons  and  live 
daughters.      The  former  all  rose  to  good   positions 
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in  their  various  professions,  one  being  a  civil  engi- 
neer, one  a  lawyer,  and  one  a  physician.  One  of 
these  participated  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  one 
was  for  some  time  a  successful  merchant  in  Cin- 
cinnati. Their  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Soon 
after  attaining  his  majority  our  subject's  father 
went  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  for 
an  uncle,  Benjamin  Smith,  in  his  blacksmith  shop, 
having  previously  learned  the  trade  of  his  father. 
He  worked  at  this  business  until  his  marriage,  two 
years  later,  soon  after  which  event  he  located  in 
the  wilderness  where  the  village  of  Mount  Gilead, 
Ohio,  now  stands.  He  erected  the  second  house  in 
the  place  and  started  a  blacksmith  shop.  When 
several  years  had  passed  away  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  his  trade  on  account  of  being  hurt  while 
shoeing  a  horse. 

In  1837  Henry  Smith  moved  to  a  farm  two  miles 
north  of  the  place  where  our  subject's  birth  took 
place.  In  1850  he  located  six  miles  northeast  of 
West  Unity,  Fulton  County,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  years  moved  to  his  own  farm,  in  Williams 
County  of  the  same  state.  In  1864  he  became  a 
resident  of  Hillsdale  County,  Mich. ,  where  he 
lived  until  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1881 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  His  wife  survived 
him  about  one  year.  She  was  formerly  Miss  Ma- 
tilda, daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rachel  (Elston)  Car- 
michael.  They  had  eight  children:  John  W.;  J. 
E. ;  Rachel,  wife  of  Jacob  Lozier;  Matilda  J., 
Mrs.  William  Garrison;  William  H,  who  was  in 
the  Union  Army,  dying  from  the  effects  of  a 
wound  received  at  Paris,  Ky. :  Margaret,  deceased, 
wife  of  James  Bailey;  Albert,  deceased;  and 
Sarah,  Mrs.  William  Wissman.  The  parents  and 
family  were  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Politically  Henry  Smith  was  in  early 
life  a  Democrat,  but  became  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party  in  1855. 

Jacob  E.  Smith  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  twenty-sixth  year,  when  he  married 
Margaret  A.,  daughter  of  George  and  Lydia 
(Kearns)  Lawson,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
while  tbe  daughter  was  born  in  Ohio.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  three  dying  in  infancy 
and  the  others  being  as  follows:  George  H.,  Frank 


E.  and  Lydia,  wife  of  Samuel  Burford.  Mr. 
Smith  commenced  his  business  career  by  carrying 
on  a  farm  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  until  the 
war.  During  1864-65  he  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany I,  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry,  under  Gen. 
Thomas,  but  he  was  never  wounded  or  taken 
prisoner. 

After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  Mr.  Smith  re- 
turned home,  sold  his  farm  in  Michigan,  and  then 
coming  to  Indiana,  settled  in  Morgan  County  in  a 
thickly  timbered  section  and  went  into  the  sawmill 
and  lumber  business.  He  continued  that  occupa- 
tion until  1872,  when  he  came  to  Parke  County, 
and  has  here  been  engaged  in  the  same  vocation. 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  business  'enter- 
prises and  may  be  justly  numbered  among  the 
leading  commercial  men  of  this  communitv.  Re- 
ligiously both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  have  held 
membership  with  the  Christian  Church  for  many 
years  past,  and  take  great  interest  in  its  work. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  518,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Judson,  and  of  Hob- 
son  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Mar- 
shall. 


^ ^ ^ ^v. ^ .V    V  ^ 
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ENJAMIN  OLIVER  is  a  son  of  one  of  the 
very  first  settlers  of  Montgomery  County, 
is  a  native  of  its  soil,  and  is  to-day  one  of 
its  progressive,  wide-awake  young  farmers, 
whose  farm,  on  Section  16,  Union  Township,  is 
thoroughly  equipped  for  practical  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  is  well  kept  up  in  all  respects. 
Mr.  Oliver  was  born  June  17,  1853,  on  the  farm 
near  Whitesville  that  his  father  had  reclaimed 
from  the  primeval  forests  of  Indiana.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  Elias  Oliver,  who  was  born  in 
Douglas  County,  Ohio,  in  1802,  was  reared  amid 
its  primitive  scenes,  and  in  1824  became  one  of  the 
advanced  guard  of  resolute,  hardy  pioneers  who 
came  to  this  county  to  open  it  up  to  settlement. 
He  bought  a  tract  of  government  land  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  woods  among  the  Indiaus. 
He  cleared  his  land  and  made  a  comfortable  home, 
in  which  he  died  in  1857  when  scarcely  past  mid- 
dle age. 
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Mrs.  Elias  Oliver  departed  this  life  in  1865. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Dicy  Flathers  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Flathers,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county,  coming  here 
in  1824,  and  he  was  a  prominent  farmer  in  his 
day.  Crawfordsville  had  but  two  or  three  houses 
within  its  precincts  and  there  were  but  few  other 
settlements  here  at  that  time.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  reared  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Mary  Ann,  who  is  the  widow  of  Harvey  Stewart, 
and  lives  in  Vermilion  County,  111. ;  Minerva,  wife 
of  Thomas  Slaens  of  this  county;  G.  S.,  a  resident 
of  this  county;  Dicy,  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Shadwick, 
who  resides  near  Mace;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  J. 
R.  Gwinn,  a  farmer  in  Oregon,  and  Benjamin. 

Benjamin  Oliver  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years  and  then  became  an  inmate  of  the 
family  of  James  B.  Mack,  by  whom  he  was  reared 
and  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  old.  He  early  became  proficient  in  all 
kinds  of  farming  and  after  his  marriage  he  settled 
down  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account, 
buying  his  farm  of  his  wife's  step- father.  It  com 
prises  ninety-two  acres  of  fertile  soil,  which  is 
under  the  best  of  cultivation,  and  Mr.  Oliver  has 
made  many  substantial  improvements  that  have 
greatly  increased  the  value  of  the  place  since  it 
came  into  his  possession.  He  has  the  fences  all  in 
good  order,  has  remodeled  the  dwelling  and  has  a 
good  class  of  buildings. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Oliver  with  Miss  Julia 
Brown  was  celebrated  in  December,  1875,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  step-father.  Mrs.  Oliver  is 
the  only  survivor  of  the  three  children  of  William 
and  Margaret  Brown,  of  whom  she  was  the  young- 
est. Her  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
county,  coming  here  in  1832  or  1833.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Oliver  have  a  pleasant,  cheerful  home  abound- 
ing in  hospitality  and  they  have  many  friends  who 
are  attracted  to  them  by  their  personal  merits. 
Mr.  Oliver  is  one  of  the  stalwart  young  Repub- 
licans of  the  county,  and,  as  a  good  citizen  should, 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  politics.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Montgomery  County  Farmers' 
Council,  which  meets  at  Crawfordsville  every  three 
month  h. 


G.  HARLAN  is  a  retired  farmer  who  is  still 
making  his  home  on  the  farm,  on  Section  9, 
Union  Township,  Parke  County,  on  which 
he  located  soon  after  his  marriage.  That 
was  over  fifty  years  ago,  and  for  nearly  that  length 
of  time  did  Mr.  Harlan  actively  engage  in  carrying 
on  the  farm.  He  has  been  active  in  all  good  works 
and  has  a  host  of  warm  friends  who  have  been 
drawn  to  him  by  his  qualities  of  manly  worth  and 
integrity. 

Mr.  Harlan  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
forty  miles  north  of  Cincinnati.  The  date  of  that 
important  event  was  November  5,  1822.  Our  sub- 
ject's father,  Samuel  Harlan,  was  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  when  a  child  settled  in  Ken- 
tucky with  his  father.  The  latter  built  a  mill, 
which  was  taken  away  from  him  on  account  of  its 
being  on  Union  land.  After  this  injustice  he  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  when  it  was  a  wilderness,  taking  up 
land.  Twelve  other  families  went  with  him  from 
Kentucky,  making  settlements  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  Our  subject's  father  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  of  age,  and  in  1829  came  to 
Parke  County^  Ind.,  where  he  secured  some  land 
of  the  Government  on  Section  9,  Union  Township. 
He  moved  his  family  into  a  log  cabin,  remaining 
there  for  many  years.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age, 
his  death  occurring  in  his  ninety-third  year  while 
he  was  on  a  visit  to  Kansas. 

The  mother  of  O.  G.  Harlan  was,  before  her 
marriage,  Bethsheba  Nutt.  She  was  born  in  War- 
ren County,  Ohio,  and  attained  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years.  Her  father,  Aaron  Nutt,  was  a  merchant 
in  the  Buckeye  State.  In  the  family  are  twelve 
children,  he  of  whom  we  write  being  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth.  His  brothers  and  sisters  all  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood,  but  of  the  number 
only  one  is  now  living,  Mary,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  of 
Vermilion  County,  111. 

When  a  lad  of  seven  years  Mr.  Harlan  first  set 
foot  in  Parke  County,  settling  in  the  thickly  tim- 
bered wilderness  with  his  parents  and  attending 
the  old-fashioned  log  school-house  with  its  attend- 
ant discomforts.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  after  his  father's  death.  In  the  year 
1842  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony 
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with  Aseneth  Hunt,  of  Hendricks,  who  was  born 
in  North  Carolina.  This  marriage  has  been  blessed 
with  the  following  children:  Drusilla,  Samuel,  Itha- 
mer,  Milton,  James  and  Aaron.  In  addition  to  these 
children  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harlan  bave  given  a  home 
to  twelve  orphans,  for  which  they  are  certainly  de- 
serving of  great  credit,  as  that  is  a  piece  of  prac- 
tical philanthropy  and  usefulness  which  is  worthy 
of  praise.  Politically  Mr.  Harlan  is  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party. 


,^N'-^ 


^SS^SSK* 


1Tr\  OBERT  CLARK  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
l^Y\     Washington     Township,    Parke    County, 
■^   where   he  owns   a  homestead  of  about  two 
V  hundred    acres    on    Section    24.      He   was 

born  in  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.,  March  22, 
1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Eli  L.  and  America  (Nance) 
Clark.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Jesse  and  Martha  Clark.  The  former  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  in  which  state  he  was  reared  to 
manhood,  having  but  limited  educational  priv- 
ileges. Being  early  inured  to  farm  life,  it  is  little 
wonder  that  he  adopted  that  calling  for  his  life 
work.  After  marrying  in  his  native  state  he  then 
emigrated  to  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.,  where  he 
had  a  small  farm.  Some  years  later,  in  1825,  he 
again  removed,  becoming  a  resident  of  Parke 
County,  where  he  was  one  of  the  honored  early 
settlers.  He  entered  land  of  the  Government,  and 
in  the  course  of  time  became  the  owner  of  a  farm 
of  about  five  hundred  acres,  some  two  miles  south 
of  where  our  subject  now  lives.  His  family  com- 
prised seven  children,  who  grew  to  mature  years 
but  have  long  since  all  passed  away.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  politically 
was  a  Jackson  Democrat.  He  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety  years,  but  his  wife  departed 
this  life  many  years  previously. 

Eli  L.  Clark,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
Tennessee  in  the  year  1800  and  was  there  brought 
up  on  his  father's  farm.  He  came  with  his  parents 
to  Indiana,  prior  to  which  time,  however,  he  had 
been  married.  As  his  father  before  him,  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  and  became  the  owner 
of  one  hundred   and  eighty  acres  of  land  in  this 


county,  most  of  which  he  improved.  He  reared  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is 
the  eldest.  Three  of  the  family  circle  have  been 
called  from  this  life  and  the  remaining  ones  are  as 
follows:  Jesse,  Elizabeth,  Martha,  Amanda,  Mary, 
America  and  Sarah.  The  father  held  to  the  faith 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  as  there  was  no 
organization  near  his  home  he  was  necessarily 
dropped  from  the  membership.  He  used  his  right  of 
franchise  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party.  His 
death  occurred  in  1864,  his  wife  surviving  him  un- 
til 1878. 

Robert  Clark's  school  days  were  passed  in  the 
primitive  log  school-house  of  former  years,  which 
was  of  the  rudest  description.  In  his  youth  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  followed  it  for 
about  ten  years.  He  remained  at  home  until 
reaching  his  twenty-ninth  year,  but  had  made  his 
own  livelihood  for  a  number  of  years  previous  to 
that  time.  In  1857,  March  26,  he  wedded  Miss 
Amanda  Brownell,  who  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  soon  after  he  purchased  his  farm,  which 
is  still  his  place  of  abode  and  which  was  then  only 
partly  improved.  He  has  devoted  himself  to  its 
proper  cultivation  and  management  with  admira- 
ble results. 

Mr.  Clark  and  his  estimable  wife  are  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  politic- 
ally the  former  is  a  Democrat.  Mrs.  Clark's 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
two  of  her  uncles  participated  in  the  Mexican 
War.  Ten  children  have~blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clark.  Three  of  these  died  in  childhood 
and  the  others  are  as  follows:  Nelson  B.,  a 
teacher  at  Judson;  Emma,  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  T.  Ball; 
Carrie,  wife  of  George  H.  Barnes;  Josephine; 
Mattie;  Howard  B.,  a  student  at  La  Fayette,  and 
Amanda  Laverne. 
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If    If  ENRY  H.   CLORE  owns  one  of  the  finest 
l™3     residences  in  the  northern  part  of  Parke 
41    County,  which  is  situated  on  his  finely  im- 
■fj  proved   farm  on   Section    1,    Sugar  Creek 

Township.      He  is   a  native   son    of   the   county, 
having  been  born  in  Howard  Township  in    1849. 
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His  parents  are  Howard  and  Margaret  (Deer) 
Clore,  the  former  born  in  Boone  County,  Ky.,  in 
the  year  1819. 

Grandfather,  Israel  Clore,  was  of  German  de- 
scent. The  two  brothers  of  his  wife  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Israel  Clore,  soon  after  his  mar- 
riage, removed  to  Boone  County,  Ky.,  where  he 
bought  land  and  settled  at  a  very  early  day.  Of 
his  children,  two  are  still  living,  namely  Howard 
and  Simeon,  who  lives  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.  The  others  were  Joel  and  Melinda,  Lucinda, 
Uriel  and  Berryman.  The  last  two  died  within  the 
last  year. 

In  1837  the  father  of  Israel  Clore  removed  to 
Indiana,  locating  in  Montgomery  County.  He  had 
also  made  a  number  of  trips  to  this  state,  where  he 
entered  land  of  the  Government.  He  was  a  hard 
worker  and  whenever  he  could  get  a  little  money 
ahead  he  would  come  to  Indiana  and  enter  land, 
sometimes  walking  all  the  way  from  Boone  County. 
He  was  drafted  for  the  War  of  1812,  but  hired  a 
substitute.  His  death  occurred  August  18,  1854, 
and  that  of  his  wife  April  17,  1870.  He  was  first 
a  Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  afterward  became  a 
Whig.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Hard  Shell  Baptist 
Church.  To  each  of  his  children  he  gave  a  good 
farm  of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Howard  Clore  was  educated  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  Kentucky,  which  he  never  attended 
more  than  six  days  after  he  was  ten  years  old.  On 
December  12,  1839,  he  married  Margaret  Deer, 
whose  father,  John  Deer,  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
removed  to  Kentucky,  and  finally  located  in  Mont 
gomery  County,  Ind.,  where  he  entered  land  at  an 
early  day.  Mis.  Clore  was  born  in  Boone  County, 
Ky. ,  and  died  November  6,  1856.  After  his  first 
marriage  Mr.  Clore  located  on  the  farm  which  he 
now  operates  on  Section  16,  Howard  Township, 
Parke  County.  No  improvements  had  then  been 
placed  upon  the  farm,  which  has  since  been  de- 
veloped entirely  by  him.  In  1868  he  built  the 
large  and  imposing  house  where  he  now  lives. 
Before  this  his  home  had  been  an  old-fashioned 
double  log  house.  His  farm  comprises  rive  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  which  with  the  exception  of 
forty  acres,  is  all  in  one  body. 


On  New  Year's  Day,  1859,  Howard  Clore  was 
again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Sarah 
Deer,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  After  her  death  he 
married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Frame.  He  had  eleven 
children  by  his  first  union,  and  five  by  his  second 
wife.  Those  that  are  living  are  as  follows:  Amanda 
Ellen,  who  lives  at  home;  Henry  Harrison,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Sarah  L. ,  Howard,  Jr.,  who 
is  a  large  farmer  in  Lucas  County,  Iowa;  and 
Whitfield,  who  is  engaged  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  Howard  in  stock-raising  in  Lucas  County, 
where  they  have  eight  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land.  In  1852  Mr.  Clore  went  to  Iowa,  and  en- 
tered about  seven  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  Clore,  Sr. ,  has  his  farm  superintended  by 
another,  and  is  not  actively  engaged  himself,  on 
account  of  his  age.  He  has  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  county,  all  upland.  He  has  a  large  amount 
of  stock  on  the  place  and  in  the  past  has  raised 
considerable  for  the  market.  His  home  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  $8,000  in  the  year  1868.  Mr.  Clore  is 
honored  by  all  who  know  him,  and,  though  not  a 
church  member,  has  a  strong  love  for  everything 
relating  to  religion,  especially  that  inclining  toward 
Universalism. 

Henry  H.  Clore  received  a  district  school  educa- 
tion in  Howard  Township,  where  he  resided  until 
shortly  before  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  his 
twentieth  year,  the  lady  being  Miss  Susanna  M. 
daughter  of  Franklin  and  Sarah  (Sowers)  Myers. 
Mrs.  Clore  was  born  in  Jackson  Township,  Fount- 
ain County,  Ind.,  where  her  parents  were  early 
settlers.  They  were  both  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Six  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  wife,  their  names  being  as  follows: 
Franklin  F.,  Lillie  M.,  Lydia  J.,  Otha  E.,  Bessie 
B.  and  Bertha. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Henry  Clore  removed  to 
Lucas  County,  Iowa,  where  his  father  had  entered 
two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres.  This  he  car- 
ried on  and  resided  upon  it  for  four  years,  but, 
becoming  dissatisfied,  returned  to  Indiana,  settling 
first  in  Montgomery  County,  and  afterward  re- 
moving to  his  present  farm,  which  comprises  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres.  The  owner  is 
especially  interested  in  stock-raising,  and   keeps  a 
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fine  variety  of  good  animals.  He  erected  a  beautiful 
home  on  bis  place,  which  is  the  abode  of  hospi- 
tality and  good  cheer.  Politically  he  is  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party. 
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LAWRENCE   COX,  deceased.     "The   deeds 
,   of  men  live  after  them,"  so  it  is  but  just 
I  that   the    deeds  of    the   man    whose   name 

heads  this  sketch  should  be  recorded  for 
the  benefit  of  his  posterity.  His  life  was  such 
that  the  future  generations  of  the  name  will  with 
pride  read  its  history.  Mr.  Cox  was  born  in  north- 
ern Ireland,  October  8,  1800,  and  came  to  America 
in  1819  a  poor  boy;  but  with  a  determination  that 
was  characteristic  of  the  man  he  set  about  making 
for  himself  fame  and  fortune.  With  industry  for 
his  motto  be  plodded  up  the  rugged  hill  that  leads 
to  success.  He  was  a  man  of  a  limited  education 
but  with  a  large  store  of  general  knowledge  and 
good  business  tact.  He  first  located  in  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  a  short  time  and 
then  came  to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  small  tract  of  land,  which  is  now  a  por- 
tion of  a  large  estate  he  left  at  his  death. 

Mr.  Cox  was  a  shrewd  trader  and  bought  and 
sold  property,  each  time  he  made  a  trade  adding 
to  his  possessions,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
November  18,  1867,  his  estate  was  one  of  the  larg- 
est and  finest  in  the  township.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  and  lived  an  upright, 
honest,  Christian  life.  A  Republican  in  politics, 
he  gave  but  little  attention  to  political  matters  and 
never  held  any  office  of  note  in  his  county.  Mr. 
Cox  first  married  Nancy  Kalley,  who  bore  him  a 
number  of  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  deceased, 
namely;  Lavina,  Daniel,  Mary  Ann,  Eliza  Jane 
and  John  Thomas  Lawrence.  James,  who  is  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Vigo  County,  has  tilled  many 
prominent  offices  and  is  at  present  County  Com- 
missioner. Lawrence  was  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war,  in  which  he  served  three  years  and  died  in 
the  hospital  at  Nashville.  Reuben  is  a  prominent 
farmer  in  Florida  Township,  Parke  County. 
Nancy  is  living  on  the  estate  with  her  stepmother. 
The  mother  of  these  children   died   September  8, 


1853,  and  their  father  married  in  1858  a  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Keller.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  to  Jacob  Keller,  who 
went  to  Ohio  when  she  was  a  child,  and  died  there 
in  1837.  She  was  the  third  child  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  and  is  now  the 
only  surviving  member  of  that  family.  Since  the 
death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Cox  has  remained  a 
widow  and  is  spending  her  declining  years  on  the 
comfoi'table  homestead  prepared  for  her  by  her 
beloved  husband. 


v  -f  >-V  *•*•:■  -y  •: 


,NS^»9*8K* 


JOHN  HUXFORD.  Among  the  wealthy  men 
I  of  this  county  is  Mr.  Huxford,  whose  life  we 
1  are  proud  to  place  before  our  readers  as  one 
of  the  representative  class  of  Florida  Town- 
ship, Parke  County.  Mr.  Huxford  was  born  in 
Reserve  Township,  Pake  County,  twelve  miles  north 
of  where  he  now  resides,  October  24,  1836.  He  is  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
born  to  Charles  Willie  and  Margaret  (Reden)  Hux- 
ford. His  father  was  born  in  Connecticut,  July  4, 
1802,  and  was  a  son  of  William  Huxford,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  state  and  of  English 
ancestry.  There  is  a  tradition  that  in  the  days  of 
the  Revolution  three  Huxford  brothers  fled  from 
England  and  settled  in  the  New  England  States, 
and  from  one  of  these  brothers  the  present  family 
of  the  name  originates. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  in  his  early 
life  a  blacksmith,  having  first  emigrated  to  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  and  later,  in  1824,  moved  to  Parke 
County,  where  he  settled  in  Reserve  Township.  So 
far  as  can  be  learned  he  had  two  sons,  the  father 
of  John,  and  Cyrus.  The  latter  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade  and  went  to  Iowa.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
Huxford  was  the  daughter  of  William  Reden,  who 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  early  went  to 
Ohio,  where  he  located,  and  when  the  War  of  1812 
broke  out  enlisted.  He  was  known  to  have  been 
in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  after  which  he  was 
never  again  heard  from.  Mrs.  Huxford  was  born 
September,  1807,  and  had  two  sisters — Cathriue, 
who  married  Benjamin  Daily,  and  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Samuel  Holmes. 


558 


PORTRAIT   AND   BIOGRAPHICAL    RECORD. 


The  children  of  Charles  Willie  and  Margaret 
Huxford  were  named  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William 
Melliken,  of  Liberty  Township,  this  county;  Will- 
iam; Catherine,  wife  of  Alpheus  Warner,  who  died 
in  Reserve  Township,  leaving  a  family  of  three 
children;  Roxana,  who  died  when  a  young  lady; 
Andrew  Jackson,  who  married  Miss  Dilema  Bur- 
ton and  resides  at  Central  City,  Neb. ;  Polly,  wife 
of  Thomas  Causy,  who  died  in  Reserve  Township 
leaving  three  children;  Margaret,  wife  of  J.  M. 
Bowser,  of  Liberty  Township;  Charles  W.,  de- 
ceased; and  Benjamin,  who  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Griffith  and  is  deceased.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  in  his  early  life  a  blacksmith,  but 
when  John  was  a  boy  he  went  on  a  farm,  his 
father's  occupation  being  distasteful  to  him.  He 
was  a  poor  man  when  he  came  to  this  county,  but 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  May  11,  1863,  he  left  a 
fortune  of  about  $50,000  as  a  symbol  of  his  labor. 
He  was  a  life-long  Democrat  in  politics  and  a 
Universalist  in  religious  belief.  He  was  for  many 
years  Magistrate  and  Captain  of  a  company  of 
state  militia. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Huxford, 
our  subject,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ma- 
tilda Driver,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Driver,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  township.  After  their 
marriage  the  young  couple  came  to  the  farm  where 
they  now  live,  where  they  toiled  bravely,  but  hap- 
pily together.  They  became  the  parents  of  a 
large  family  of  children:  Margaret,  who  married 
George  Griffin,  was  born  May  20,  1858,  and  died 
leaving  one  child — Charles,  also  deceased.  Vor- 
hees,  named  after  the  tall  sycamore  of  the  Wa- 
bash, was  born  August  27,  1862,  and  married 
Elizabeth  Nevins.  They  have  two  children,  Rose 
and  Charles  (twins).  John,  Jr. ,  born  February  21, 
1865,  married  Miss  Rhoda  Hawkins,  who  bore  him 
two  children.  Matilda,  twin  to  John,  Jr.,  married 
J.  L.  Smith  and  haB  three  children — Leona,  John 
and  Claude.  Perry,  born  April  9,  1867,  married 
Mary  Geller.  They  have  three  children:  Evan, 
Matilda  and  Chrisilla.  William,  born  June  18, 
1869,  married  Jennie  Geller.  Benjamin  Einmitt, 
May  29,  1872,  married  Miss  Lulur  Vestell.  An- 
drew Jackson,  born  October  1,  1874,  now  lives 
with  his  father. 


Mr.  Huxford  has  given  to  each  of  his  children 
a  farm  from  his  large  estate.  He  did  much 
toward  building  the  gravel  roads  in  his  township, 
contributing  liberally  and  superintending  the 
work.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge  and  in  political  life  has  lent  his  influence 
to  the  Democratic  party,  although  he  has  had  but 
little  time  to  devote  to  political  matters.  His  wife 
is  an  influential  member  and  zealous  worker  in  the 
Christian  Church  of  this  vicinity. 

SKI)I\JKJ8^>\:,a  '*  ^  ^ ^ -^ ^ ^ ^~ -^r^^K 

OAH  J.   CLODFELTER,  a  Poet. 

Blessings  be  with  them,  and  eternal  praise, 
Who  gave  us  nobler  loves  and  nobler  cares, 
The  poets,  who  on  earth  have  made  us  heirs, 
Of  truth  and  pure  delight  by  heavenly  lays. 
It  is  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  that  the  biog- 
rapher places  before  the  reader   of  this    record  a 
brief  notice  of  the  talented  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  at  the  opening  of  this  article.      In  these 
practical  days  the  poetic  fire  with  the  gentle,  dreamy 
temperament  belonging  to  it,  comes  too  seldom  to 
the  notice  of  the  world.      When  among  us  is  born 
one  of  the  gifted,  the  life  of  this  individual  holds 
superior  interest,   as  the  existence  of    a  different 
kind  of  being. 

The  subject  of  the  present  sketch  was  born  in 
Alamo,  Ind.,  December  14,  1853,  and  he  has  been 
affectionately  and  proudly  named  "  The  Wabash 
Poet.''  He  is  scarcely  conscious  of  the  time 
when  his  thoughts  did  not  run  in  rhythm,  some  of 
his  published  poems  having  been  the  emanations 
from  the  pen  of  a  lad  of  only  seventeen  years. 
Perhaps  the  best  known  and  most  ambitious  book 
of  poems  is  the  one  entitled,  "  Early  Vanitas." 
This  is  to  be  found  in  the  most  of  the  larger 
libraries,  and  although  it  has  received  slashes  from 
the  critics,  Mr.  Clodfelter  can  poiut  even  now  to 
the  critics  of  Shakespeare. 

Our  subject  has  not  confined  his  pen  to  poetry, 
his  novel,  "Snatched  from  the  Poor  House,"  hav- 
ing been  kindly  received,  and  having  had  a  sale  of 
over  four  hundred  thousand  copies.  His  first 
publication  took  place  in  1866,  since  which  time 
he  has  contributed  to  the  papers  and  periodicals 
over  the    country.      His    residence    is   at    "  Knoll 
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Cottage,"  a  beautiful  home   erected  at  a  cost   of 
over  $20,000. 

Probably  more  will  be.  heard  from  this  western 
poet  in  the  future.  Inspiring  themes  are  not 
lacking,  and  the  valley  of  the  Wabash  has  many 
spots  beautiful  enough  to  encourage  the  poetic 
flame. 


aQK*»s*s<sssfc; 


***^»8fc>* 


J I  AMES  BRENTON  MACK  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Montgomery  County,  and  a 
I  citizen  whom  Crawfordsville  is  glad  to  num- 
ber as  her  own.  For  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  he  has  been  a  farmer,  but  retired  from  active 
work  in  1881,  leaving  his  son  Charles  in  charge  of 
the  fine  old  place.  He  still  gives  it  much  of  his 
attention,  however,  and  has  not  outgrown  his  in- 
terest in  the  business  which  is  one  of  the  most 
reliable  and  independent  that  man  can  engage  in. 

Mr.  Mack  was  born  Pecember  8,  1819,  in  Ham- 
ilton County,  Ohio,  sixteen  miles  north  of  Cincin- 
nati. His  father  was  Erastus  Mack,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  who  came  to  Ohio  about  the  year 
1802,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  His  mother, 
Martha  (Brenton)  Mack,  was  born  in  Kentucky 
and  came  to  Ohio  when  she  was  seven  years  old. 
Both  parents  lived  and  died  in  Ohio,  the  father  at 
the  age  of  fifty-six,  the  mother  when  she  had 
reached  seventeen  years  more  than  the  allotted 
three  score  and  ten.  James  was  the  third  of  ten 
children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  and 
five  are  still  left.  He  is  the  only  representative 
of  the  family  in  Montgomery  County.  One 
brother,  William,  is  an  attorney  at  Terre  Haute 
and  ex-circuit  judge  of  that  district;  Alexander  in 
Chicago;  Joseph  in  Norfolk,  Va. ;  Elizabeth  Hus- 
ort  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Mr.  Mack  grew  up  on  the  Ohio  and  remained 
there  until  he  was  twenty-six.  December  14, 
1843,  he  took  for  his  wife  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Rog- 
ers, of  Butler  County,  and  a  year  and  a  half  after 
that  they  moved  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and 
located  four  miles  southeast  of  Crawfordsville,  get- 
ing  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  partly  improved  land 
and  soon  after  adding  another  eighty.  They  had 
moved  to  the  farm  in  1845;  in  1852  they  sold  this 


and  moved  to  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  one  mile  distant,  where  they  lived  until  May, 
1881.  Mr.  Mack's  business  was  that  of  mixed 
farming,  and  he  carried  it  on  very  successfully; 
but  Mrs.  Mack's  health  being  poor,  it  was  thought 
that  the  care  was  too  much  for  her,  and  that  a 
change  might  prove  beneficial,  so  they  moved  to 
Crawfordsville.  Their  hopes  proved  unwarranted, 
for  the  beloved  wife  passed  away  August  29,  1888, 
only  seven  years  after  the  change  had  been  made. 
She  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  having  been 
born  January  4,  1822.  Her  birth-place  was  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mack's  family  consisted  of  Mar- 
tha C. ,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Charles  Edwards,  living 
near  Wesley,  Montgomery  County,  her  husband 
beiug  a  farmer;  Isabel  L.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  David 
Martin,  of  Crawfordsville,  her  husband  being  a 
farmer  and  dairyman;  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  Archi- 
bald Martin,  of  the  firm  of  Tinsley  &  Martin, 
hardware;  Charlie  E. ,  who  lives  on  his  father's 
farm  and  has  a  milk  dairy;  Lena,  still  unmarried 
and  the  housekeeper  at  home.  Charlie  E.  mar- 
ried Ida  Edwards.  There  are  twenty  grandchil- 
dren and  five  great-grandchildren.  Mr.  Mack's 
home  is  at  614  East  College  street. 

Mr.  Mack  was  one  of  the  nine  voters  that  voted 
the  Abolition  ticket  in  Union  Township  in  1848; 
he  is  the  only  living  one  of  the  nine  at  this  time. 
Mr.  Mack  has  never  been  an  active  politician. 
He  has  led  a  quiet  upright  life,  and  by  strict  in- 
tegrity, natural  ability,  clear  insight  and  attention 
to  business,  he  has  won  a  competence  for  himself 
and  a  place  in  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  know  him.  Such  lives  often  exert  an  influ- 
ence as  powerful  as  it  is  undemonstrative. 

A.  LOFLAND,  M.  D.  Possessing  a  clear 
comprehension  of  the  science  of  medicine 
and  theory  of  practice,  our  subject  has 
also  a  sympathetic  and  appreciative  effort 
which  causes  him  to  go  forth  in  every  case  in  every 
effort  for  the  alleviation  of  suffering  and  for  the 
restoration  of  health.  He  is  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  the  village  of  Lindon,  Montgomery 
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County.  He  grew  to  mature  years  in  Tippecanoe 
County,  and  in  the  fall  of  1887  entered  the  Rush 
Medical  College  at  Chicago,  where  he  earnestly 
and  diligently  pursued  his  studies  and  graduated 
in  the  spring  of  1889. 

After  leaving  college  Mr.  Lofiand  located  at 
Linden,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  built  up  a 
very  lucrative  practice.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  in  the  same  year 
that  he  graduated,  and  has  since  been  one  of  its 
most  active  and  most  reliable  members.  In  social 
life  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in 
which  he  is  a  promoter  of  its  social  and  benevolent 
enterprises.  He  is  also  a  member  of  a  Chapter  at 
Crawfordsville,  and  of  the  Blue  Lodge  at  Linden. 
In  political  affiliations  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican, 
and  is  ever  interested  in  local  and  national  enter- 
prises. An  intelligent,  liberal  and  upright  citizen 
and  kind  friend  and  good  neighbor,  Dr.  Lofiand 
has  the  good  will  and  best  wishes  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  old  time  acquaintances,  who  appreciate 
his  sterling  integrity.  He  is  reputed  to  be  an 
active  and  zealous  worker  in  his  practice,  his  skill 
having  brought  him  an  extensive  trade  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

R.  DAYTON  K.  BLACK,  a  successful 
I  physician  and  prosperous  citizen  of  New 
'  Richmond,  Montgomery  County,  Ind. ,  is  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  born  in  Bour- 
bon County,  April,  1852.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents, Alec  and  Mary  Black,  were  of  Scotch  par- 
entage, and  gave  to  their  descendants  the  energy, 
thrift  and  business  ability  which  characterizes  so 
many  of  "Old  Scotias''  sons  and  daughters.  Our 
subject  was  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Zerilda  (Berry) 
Black,  both    natives  of  Kentucky. 

In  this  state,  the  birth  place  of  so  many  eminent 
.iien  and  women,  closely  identified  with  the  early 
history  of  our  country,  the  parents  of  Dr.  Black 
spent  their  early  years,  were  educated,  grew  up 
to  man  and  womanhood,  married  and  carefully 
reared  eleven  children,  of  whom  ten  lived  to  adult 
age.  William  W.,  a  minister  and  disciple  of  the 
Christian  Church,  is  now  located  in  Chicago.     The 


Rev.  Dr.  Black  has  won  a  national  reputation  for 
force  of  argument,  and  earnest  eloquence.  The 
second  son,  Harvey,  is  deceased;  Lydia  married 
Norman  Nichols,  and  now  resides  in  Terre  Haute; 
Wallace  is  a  citizen  of  Memphis,  Scotland  County, 
Mo.  ;  Marion  and  Harrison  are  both  dead;  Dayton 
R.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Mary  P.  married  a  physician,  Dr.  Payne,  of  Terre 
Haute;  Albert  D.  is  a  popular  conductor  on  the 
Vandalia  Railroad;  Mattie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Burrows,  now  practicing  in  Terre  Haute. 

Our  subject  was  but  a  little  boy  when  his  par- 
ents removed  from  Kentucky,  to  Putnam  County, 
Ind.  It  was  in  the  eventful  year  of  1860,  that 
the  family  bidding  adeiu  to  familiar  scenes  and 
old  and  tried  friends,  located  in  their  new  home. 
As  Dayton  Black  grew  up  to  manhood  he  devel- 
oped a  taste  for  study,  which  finally  determined 
him  to  pursue  a  professional  life.  He  laid  a  firm 
foundation  for  his  future  collegiate  course  in  the 
public  schools  of  Indiana.  But  his  boyhood  was 
not  all  devoted  to  study.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  the  sons  were  trained  to  assist  in  the  daily 
work  incidental  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  thus 
alternately  busy  with  his  books  and  working  on 
the  farm  our  subject  made  his  preparation  for 
college  the  goal  of  his  ambition. 

At  the  early  age  of  seveuteen,  Doctor  Black 
entered  the  Depew  University,  then  Asbury,  and 
remained  there  three  years,  and  then  deciding 
not  to  complete  the  course,  the  following  year 
began  at  twenty  one  years  of  age,  the  study  of 
medicine,  under  Dr.  Wilcox,  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  the  state.  For  two  years  he  dili- 
gently read  medicine,  under  that  successful  prac- 
titioner, and  then  entered  the  college  in  Indiana, 
where  he  attended  one  year,  afterward  completing 
his  thorough  course  of  instruction  at  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  from  which  well- 
known  institution  of  learning  he  graduated  with 
honor  during  the  college  year  of  1874  to  1875. 

Doctor  Black  was  now  fully  equipped  for  the 
intelligent  practice  of  one  of  the  most  difficult 
and  wearing  of  all  professions.  He  first  located 
in  Coatesville,  Ind.  For  two  years  he  remained 
there,  but  in  1878  was  induced  to  remove  to  his 
present  field  of  labor,  in   New   Richmond,    where 
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he  soon  gained  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and 
rapidly  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
In  1888  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Maggie 
Jones,  daughter  of  George  W.  Jones,  an  old  resi- 
dent and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Montgomery 
County.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Black  are  an  important 
element  in  the  society  of  New  Richmond,  and 
both  have  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  Our  subject 
is  a  progressive  man,  takes  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  is  politically  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  also 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  is  a  Knight 
of  Pythias. 


SK***^^. 


;K**x*as^ 


GYRUS  BROWN.  The  name  of  Brown  has 
been  a  familiar  one  in  Fountain  County 
from  the  first  years  of  its  settlement  in  that 
Simon  Brown,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
the  sketch,  was  one  of  its  early  pioneers,  who  was 
prominent  in  the  development  of  its  agricultural 
resources,  and  was  for  many  years  a  valued  citizen, 
who  sought  to  promote  the  highest  interests  of  his 
community,  socially  and  religiously. 

Simon  Brown  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Pa., 
in  1S04,  and  was  of  German  antecedents.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  county  to  Nancy  Reed,  whose 
father  was  a  prominent  miller  of  that  section  of 
the  country.  After  marriage  Mr.  Brown  and  his 
bride  established  themselves  in  Ohio,  near  Cin- 
cinnati, in  1824.  In  November  1827,  they  came 
from  that  point  to  Indiana  and  Mr.  Brown  entered 
the  land  upon  which  his  son, Cyrus  lives,  and  made 
it  his  home  until  his  death.  He  also  purchased 
government  land  in  Benton  County.  He  settled 
in  the  wilderness,  his  homestead  being  covered 
with  primeval  forest  trees,  and  deer,  bears,  wild 
turkeys  and  other  game  abounded,  while  the 
Indians  still  lingered  in  their  old  haunts.  With 
characteristic  energy  Mr.  Brown  set  about  clear- 
ing his  land,  and  in  due  time  became  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  of  the  pioneer  farmers,  accumu- 
lating a  valuable  property,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  over  one  thousand  acres  of  fine  land. 
He  was  a  man  of  strong,  vigorous,  keen  intellect., 
and  was  verv  influential  among  his  fellow  citizens. 


He  assisted  in  the  management  of  public  affairs  as 
Trustee  of  the  Township,  and  he  was  well  known 
as  a  Republican  in  politics.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  in  this 
Township.  He  was  one  of  the  founders,  giving  the 
laud  upon  which  it  is  built,  and  also  land  for  a 
cemetery.  He  afterward  abandoned  that  faith, 
becoming  more  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  and 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Pro- 
gressive Friends  Church,  helping  to  build  its  house 
of  worship,  the  Van  Buren  Church,  in  which  he 
preached  until  his  death  in  1874.  His  good  wife, 
who  shared  with  him  the  hardships  and  trials  of 
pioneer  life  survives  him  at  the  venerable  age  of 
ninety-two  years,  making  her  home' on  the  old 
homestead  with  her  son.  She  was  born  October 
12,  1800,  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  and  is  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  in  the  county.  When  she  came 
here  with  her  husband  not  a  tree  had  been  felled 
on  the  place,  and  their  first  habitation  was  a  log 
shanty,  in  which  they  lived  until  they  could 
replace  it  with  a  log  house.  She  is  still  strong  and 
active  for  one  of  her  advanced  years,  as  she  has  led 
a  quiet,  busy,  healthful  life,  her  interests  center- 
ing in  the  home  which  she  helped  her  husband  to 
upbuild,  and  from  which  she  has  never  wandered 
far,  never  even  taking  a  journey  on  the  cars. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  was  born 
December  5,  1845,  on  the  old  home  farm,  on  Sec- 
tion 2,  Shawnee  Township  where  he  still  lives. 
He  is  one  of  eight  children,  of  whom  four  are 
living  besides  himself,  as  follows:  Susanna,  widow 
of  Jeremiah  Brown,  and  a  resideat  of  Jasper 
County;  Esau  and  Sarah,  twins,  the  former  a 
farmer  of  Shawnee  Township,  and  the  latter  the 
wife  of  Elias  Pugh  and  Mary,  wife  of  William  H. 
Marcus,  a  farmer  of  Benton  County.  Josiah  died 
in  infancy;  Isaiah  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years, 
and  Levina  was  six  years  old  when  she  died. 

Our  subject,  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school  and  he  was  well  trained  in  all  that 
pertains  to  farming  under  his  father's  instruction. 
Since  he  began  life  on  his  own  account  he  has 
devoted  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  the  old  farm  has  come 
into  his  possession.  The  land  has  an  excellent 
natural  drainage,  is    well  fenced    into   convenient 
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fields,  which  are  under  the  best  of  cultivation,  and 
a  substantial  and  commodious  set  of  buildings  for 
every  needed  purpose  add  greatly  to  the  value  and 
appearance  of  the  place.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  general 
farmer,  and  aims  to  keep  a  good  variety  of  stock, 
from   which  he  derives  a  fruitful  income. 

Mr.  Brown  is  an  intelligent,  thoughtful  man,  of 
quick  discernment,  a  clear  judgment  and  high 
principles,  and  an  honor  to  the  citizenship  of  his 
native  county.  Politically,  he  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican, and  has  mingled  somewhat  in  public  life  as 
Supervisor  of  his  Township.  He  is  now  an  active 
member  of  the  Progressive  Friend's  Church,  of 
which  he  is  trustee. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Isabella 
Crook  was  solemnized  November  26,  1874,  and  he 
brought  his  bride  to  his  old  home  where  they  have 
lived  ever  since.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  November 
12,  1857,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Bennett  and  Emily 
Crook.  Her  father  is  a  prominent  farmer  of  this 
township.  The  wedded  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown  has  been  hallowed  to  them  by  the  birth  of 
four  children,  of  whom  these  three  are  living:  Ella 
Gertrude,  who  is  fifteen  years  old;  Atchie  Earl, 
aged  nine  years;  and  Charles  Edwin,  live  years  of 
age.      Nora  Belle  died  at  the  age  of  live  months. 

^  BRAM  HARSHBARGER,  who  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  the    Harshbarger  family 

"|^  that  has  played  such  an  important  part  in 
the  upbuilding  of  Montgomery  County  since 
the  early  days  of  its  settlement,  is  a  prominent  and 
prosperous  farmer  of  North  Union  Township,  where 
he  has  a  well  equipped  and  well  stocked  farm,  lo- 
cated on  Section  3.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of 
Union  Township,  born  in  one  of  its  pioneer  homes 
May  4,   1832. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Isaac  Harshbar- 
ger, who  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  in  turn  a 
son  of  Christian  Harshbarger,  who  was  born  in  the 
beautiful  Shenandoah  Valley,  Va.,  where  the 
Harshbargers  settled  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
century.  Christian  Harshbarger  migrated  from 
liis  early  home  to  Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  1828, 
when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Indiana,  and  was 


among  the  first  pioneers  to  locate  within  the  pres- 
ent bounds  of  Montgomery  County,  settling  on  a 
tract  of  government  laud  that  he  had  purchased 
west  of  Crawfordsville,  and  making  it  his  home 
until  he  closed  his  eyes  in  death  after  a  life  of 
pioneer  experiences  and  hard  toil  in  reclaiming  a 
farm  from  the  wilderness.  He  married  a  Miss 
Booker,  and  they  had  a  large  family  of  children. 

Isaac  Harshbarger  was  young  when  his  parents 
came  here  to  settle,  and  he  grew  to  a  stalwart,  act- 
ive manhood  on  his  father's  farm.  He  wedded 
Miss  Sarah  Crouch,  a  daughter  of  James  Crouch, 
a  pioneer  farmer  of  Montgomery  County,  who  came 
here  as  early  as  1829.  Isaac  continued  to  live  on 
the  paternal  acres  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years  after 
marriage,  and  then  entered  a  tract  of  government 
land  on  Section  3.  He  was  a  hard  worker,  a  good 
farmer,  who  knew  well  how  to  make  every  stroke 
of  labor  tell,  and  he  accumulated  a  comfortable 
property,  including  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  acres  of  highly  productive  soil.  His 
death  occurred  in  the  home  that  he  had  founded 
here  in  1856.  He  was  a  devoted  christian,  and 
was  long  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church  as  one 
of  its  most  earnest  and  useful  members.  His  good 
wife  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  her  demise  occurring 
in  1878.  Our  subject  is  the  only  one  living  of  their 
children.  The  others  were  Christopher,  who  died 
in  Illinois;  Jane  who  died  on  the  old  homestead; 
Susan,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  and  Liz- 
zie, who  was  married. 

Abraham  Harshbarger  was  reared  under  whole- 
some home  influences,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  township.  He  remained  an 
inmate  of  the  paternal  household  until  he  was 
twenty-two,  assisting  his  father  in  the  care  of  his 
farm.  He  was  married  in  1856  to  Miss  Lydia 
Booker,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Booker,  a  farmer  of 
Union  Township,  and  after  marriage  he  resided  on 
the  old  home  place  eight  or  nine  years,  and  then 
settled  upon  the  farm  upon  which  he  is  now  living. 
It  comprises  three  hundred  and  lifty  acres  of  choice 
land,  which  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and 
its  improvements  are  of  a  high  order,  a  neat  and 
well-built  residence,  which  was  erected  in  188(1, 
adorning  the  place,  and  there  are  commodious 
barns  and  other  out-buildings.    Grain  and  all  prod- 
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ucts  common  in  this  part  of  the  country  thrive 
on  the  rich  soil  of  the  farm,  and  our  subject  raises 
standard  stock  of  various  kinds.  He  has  accumu- 
lated the  most  of  his  property  himself  by  judicious 
management  of  his  affairs,  the  only  help  that  he 
received  in  starting  out  in  life  being  the  forty 
acres  of  land  given  him  by  his  father.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Horse  Thief  Detective  Association, 
and  in  politics  is  a  strong  Democrat.  He  is  very 
genial,  with  a  cheery  word  for  all,  and  his  neigh- 
bors and  associates  generally  find  in  him  a  warm 
and  steadfast  friend,  whose  many  tine  traits  of 
head  and  heart  make  him  thoroughly  respected 
and  esteemed  throughout  the  community  where  his 
entire  life  has  been  passed. 

Iu  1866  death  shadowed  the  pleasant  home  of 
our  subject  and  removed  the  beloved  wife  and 
mother,  whose  helpful  hand  had  aided  in  mold- 
ing the  fortunes  of  her  husband,  and  was  tenderly 
guiding  their  children  to  useful  and  happy  lives. 
Of  these  children,  but  one  survives,  Charles  H. , 
who  lives  on  and  operates  his  father's  farm.  He 
married  Annie,  daughter  of  David  aud  Miranda 
Cowan.  Her  father  is  dead.  Her  mother  still 
lives  in  Union  Township.  The  other  children  of 
our  subject  were,  Sarah  Ann,  who  died  when  a 
young  lady;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Frank  Pittin- 
ger,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one,  and  Daniel, 
the  youngest,  who  died  at  the  age   of  twenty-live. 

¥/    IfENRY  BURFORD    (deceased)    came   with 
lp5S     his  parents  to  this  locality  when  an  infant 
1}    of  only  two  years,  and  from  that  time  until 
■f/  his  death,   August  22,  1883,  he  was  con- 

nected with  the  prosperity  and  development  of 
this  region.  In  short  the  history  of  Parke  County, 
of  its  worthy  founders  and  early  settlers,  would  be 
sadly  incomplete  without  the  record  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  1825  in  Mercer  County,  Ky. ,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Mary  (Noel)  Burford.  The  former 
was  a  sou  of  Daniel  and  Anny  Burford,  who  were 
natives  of  the  Old  Dominion  and  early  settlers  of 
Kentucky.      Our     subject's     father    migrated    to 


Parke  County  in  1827,  locating  on  laud  which  he 
took  up  of  the  Government. 

In  the  year  1852  Henry  Burford  was  united  in 
the  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Elizabeth  A.,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  A.  (Dorrow)  Mull.  Mrs.  Bur- 
ford's  paternal  grandparents  were  Nicholas  and 
Barbara  (Cosner)  Mull,  the  grandfather  a  native 
of  Germany,  who  located  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing and  reared  a  family  of  eight  children  in  the 
faith  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Mull 
was  a  Democrat  politically,  until  Jackson's  time, 
aud  then  a  Whig.  His  death  occurred  in  Lancas- 
ter County  at  the  age  of  seventy  one  years,  his  wife 
surviving  him  for  some  time. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Burford  began  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  following 
that  occupation  in  connection  with  farming  all  his 
life.  While  living  in  Laucaster  County  he  married 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Hummell) 
Dorrow,  of  Chester  County,  Pa.  In  1840  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  timbered 
land  in  this  county,  and  cut  trees  on  the  spot  where 
he  built  his  house  of  round  logs.  He  improved 
his  original  farm  and  added  eighty  acres  more. 
When  he  had  reached  his  seventy- first  year,  in 
1875,  he  was  called  to  his  fiual  home.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  about  1888. 

Mrs.  Burford  was  boru  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  in  1832,  being  one  of  ten  children.  She  re- 
ceived such  education  as  could  be  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  early  day  and  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject  in  her  twentieth  year.  Their 
union  was  graced  with  six  children:  Samuel  H., 
who  married  Luella  Smith  and  has  five  children; 
John  M.,  who  took  for  his  wife  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Bascom,  who  became  the  mother  of  five  children; 
Charles  F.,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Isabelle  Boyd, 
they  haviug  four  children;  May  E.,  wife  of  J.  L. 
Swaim;  William,  who  wedded  Irena  Howe;  and 
Albert  J.,  whose  wife,  formerly  Serena  Strickler, 
is  the  mother  of  one  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burford 
were  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to 
which  the  latter  still  belongs.  Our  subject  was 
formerly  a  Whig,  and  afterward  became  a  Repub- 
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,\ILLIAM  J.  ARMSTRONG.  Parke  Coun- 
ty contains  a  large  number  of  finelyim 
lf[  proved  farms  whose  broad  and  well  tilled 
acres  prove  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of 
the  owners.  One  of  these  is  the  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  lying  on  Section  15,  Adams 
Township,  and  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Armstrong, 
by  whom  it  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  Numerous  outbuildings,  adapted  to 
their  varied  purposes,  have  been  erected,  aud  the 
latest  farming  implements  may  be  seen  here. 
General  farming  and  stock-raising  are  carried  on 
with  commendable  success,  and  the  farm  justly 
ranks  among  the  best  in  the  township. 

Stephen  Armstrong,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
in  many  respects  a  remarkable  man,  and  may 
well  claim  the  attention  of  the  reader  for  a  short 
time.  Born  in  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  February  8, 
1797,  he  was  the  son  of  Alexander  Armstrong,  a 
native  of  Rockbridge  County,  Va.  The  last-named 
came  to  Kentucky  iu  company  with  the  famous 
pioneer,  Daniel  Boone,  and  settled  at  Ft.  McApee> 
Mercer  Corrnty,  where  he  engaged  in  hunting  and 
afterward  followed  farming  pursuits.  In  those 
early  days  it  was  necessary  to  tight  the  Indians 
constantly,  in  order  to  retain  possession  of  the 
land,  and  Alexander  Armstrong  became  a  noted 
Indian  lighter.  He  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  having  served  for  five  years  under 
Gen.  Washington. 

Alexander  and  Abigail  (Arnold)  Armstrong  be 
came  the  parents  of  eight  children  who  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood.  Afler  residing  in 
Kentucky  for  many  years,  they  removed  to 
Indiana  aud  located  in  Monroe  County,  where  Mr. 
Armstrong  entered  laud  from  the  Government. 
That  place  remained  his  home  until  death  termi- 
nated his  useful  existence.  His  eldest  son,  John, 
served  iu  Col.  Dick  Johnson's  regiment  in  the  War 
of  1812.  His  father-in  law,  John  Arnold,  was 
also  a  soldier  and  served  as  Colonel  iu  the  War  of 
the  Revolution  under  Gen.  Washington, 

From  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  Stephen  Armstrong 
accompanied  his  father  to  Monroe  County,  Ind. 
Later  he  returned  to  his  old  Kentucky  home,  and 
was  there  married  to  Miss  Polly  "Weatherford,  who 
was  the  eldest  of  twelve  children  born  to  Jackson 


Weatherford.  She  was  born  in  Mercer  County, 
May  4,  1807,  and  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, August  22,  1827.  Immediately  after  their 
marriage,  they  came  to  Indiana  and  located  in 
Washington  Township.  Parke  County,  where  he 
had  entered  Government  land.  The  newly  estab- 
lished home  was  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness, 
neighbors  were  few,  and  the  land  was  wholly  un- 
improved, scarcely  a  furrow  having  been  turned  in 
the  soil.  The  land  which  Mr.  Armstrong  entered 
from  the  Government  consisted  of  the  southeast 
quarter  of  Section  14,  and  there  he  remained  un- 
til his  death,  at  which  time  he  was  the  owner  of 
about  two  hundred  acres. 

The  parental  family  consisted  often  children,  of 
whom  six  grew  to  maturity,  and  two  are  now  liv- 
ing, our  subject,  and  Agnes,  wife  of  D.  C.  Sey- 
bold,  of  Parke  County.  The  deceased  are,  Martha, 
Mrs.  Couuerly;  James,  Minerva,  who  was  formerly 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Paton;  Mary,  Mrs.  McClure,  Ham 
ilton,  Alexander,  and  two  others.  The  mother  of 
this  family  still  survives,  being  now  about  four 
score  years  old,  and  makes  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject. Although  advanced  in  years,  she  retains 
possession  of  her  mental  faculties  and  her  health 
is  still  good.  She  has  the  distinction  of  being  one 
of  the  oldest  (if  not,  indeed,  the  oldest)  settler  of 
Parke  County  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Washington  Township, 
Parke  Couuty,  Ind.,  September  15,  1829,  aud 
spent  his  early  years  upon  the  farm  which  his 
father  had  entered  from  the  Government.  He 
aided  iu  clearing  the  laud  and  remained  at  home 
until  about  twenty-six  years  old,  when  he  worked 
at  building  houses  and  barns  in  Washington  Town- 
ship, continuing  thus  occupied  for  seven  years. 
March  22,  1866,  he  married  Miss  Emmalie  C. 
Goosey,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi.  Her  father 
Pierce  Goosey,  was  an  extensive  planter  of  that 
state.  After  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  she  was 
a  refugee  and  came  to  make  her  homo  with  the 
family  of  her  uncle  Henry  Rogers. 

After  residing  upon  the  old  homestead  until 
1879,  our  subject  removed  to  Tennessee,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  three  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Parke  County  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
where  he  has  since  resided.      He  aud  his  wife  are 
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the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  James,  a  resi- 
dent of  Mississippi,  Henry,  Stephen,  George. 
Herman  and  Agnes,  who  are  at  home.  Daring 
the  Civil  War,  our  subject  enlisted  as  a  member 
of  Company  D,  Seventy  Eighth  Indiana  Infantry, 
and  was  in  active  service  for  two  months  of  1863, 
'but  suffered  imprisonment  at  Uniontown  and  upon 
being  paroled,  returned  home.  Politically  he  is 
a  Democrat  and  socially  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  Order.  The  soil  of  his  farm  is  very  rich, 
being  mostly  bottom  land.  There  may  now  be 
seen  on  exhibition  at  the  court-house  in  Rock- 
ville  a  pair  of  elk  horns,  which  were  found  at  some 
depth  in  the  ground  on  the  Armstrong  farm,  a 
fact  which  proves  that  the  land  has  been  gradually 
filled  in  by  the  accumulation  of  soil  deposited  by 
the  water. 

OBERT  CATTERSON,  whose  home  is  on 
Section  14,  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Parke 
County,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  state 
since  his  eleventh  year  and  has  passed 
over  forty  years  of  his  life  in  Parke  County  in  the 
same  township  which  is  still  his  place  of  abode. 
He  is  one  of  the  many  examples  this  country  affords 
of  the  man,  who,  starting  out  in  life  without  means 
has  overcome  the  hindrances  which  are  ever  fouud 
in  the  pathway  leading  to  success  and  has  only 
used  such  obstacles  as  stepping-stones  to  some- 
thing higher. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Henry 
County,  Kentucky,  in  the  year  1832,  his  parents 
being  Robert  and  Mary  (Pettett)  Catterson.  Grand- 
father James  Catterson  was  born  in  Donegal,  Ire- 
land, where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  mar- 
ried. He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  his 
means  being  limited  he  determined  to  try  his  fort- 
unes in  the  New  World.  Accordingly,  about  1790, 
he  came  to  America,  settling  at  once  in  Kentucky. 
Robert  Catterson  was  born  in  Ireland  about  1790 
and  was  only  two  months  old  when  his  parents 
took  passage  in  a  sailing  vessel  bound  for  the 
United  States.  He  was  brought  up  near  Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky.  He  was  one  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Patrick,  James,  William,  Sarah,  Elizabeth 
and  Jennie. 


Being  ambitious  as  a  student,  our  subject's 
father,  by  close  application  and  industry,  prepared 
himself  as  a  teacher,  which  calling  he  followed 
more  or  less  all  his  life.  For  many  terms  he 
taught  for  112.00  per  month.  He  was  only  about 
eighteen  years  old  when  he  married,  his  wife  being 
three  years  his  junior.  They  had  ten  children: 
James,  Hiram,  Robert,  William,  John,  Berry, 
George,  Rachel,  Sarah  and  Ruth.  George  received 
severe  injuries,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died, 
by  falling  into  the  old-fashioned  open  fire-place. 
About  the  year  1843  Robert  Catterson,  Sr.,  with 
his  family  removed  to  Montgomery  County,  Indi- 
ana, and  a  few  years  later  made  a  home  in  Sugar 
Creek  Township,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  When  not  engaged  in  teaching  he 
devoted  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
served  for  six  months  in  the  War  of  1812,  righting 
under  Gen.  Jackson.  He  was  a  Jacksonian  Dem- 
ocrat and,  fraternally,  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  Kentucky.  He  died 
in  the  faith  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  June 
3,  1847,  aged  sixty-two  years. 

Remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until  his 
eighteenth  year  our  subject  then  went  to  work  for 
neighboring  farmers  at  25  cents  per  day.  At  length 
he  ventured  on  renting  a  farm  and  finally  by  econ- 
omy and  industry  was  able  to  buy  sixty  acres  of 
partly  cleared  laud.  Following  his  father's  exam- 
ple he  was  only  eighteen  years  old  when  he  mar- 
ried; Miss  Jane  Woman,  who  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  becoming  his  wife.  His  possessions  at 
the  .time  amounted  to  only  a  gun  and  a  two-year 
old  colt,  while  his  wife  had  only  her  clothes.  The 
first  spring  after  renting  the  farm  our  subject 
cleared  eighteen  acres  which  he  sowed  with  corn 
and  the  next  spring  raised  a  wheat  crop  that  nearly 
paid  for  the  place.  From  that  time  his  success 
seemed  assured  and  he  now  is  the  owner  of  four 
hundred  and  ten  acres,  over  two  hundred  of  which 
he  has  cleared  himself.  He  has  met  with  a  great 
many  reverses,  losing  considerable  by  going  as 
security  on  others'  bonds  and  once  had  five  hun- 
dred dollars  stolen  from  him. 

Two  brothers  of  our  subject  were  in  the  Mexican 
War,  namely:  Hiram  and  William;  the  latter  died 
in  the  City  of  Mexico  with  the  yellow  fever,  while 
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Hiram  returned  home  and  then  joined  the  regular 
army.  He  afterward  went  to  Oregon  where  he 
spent  five  years  and  then  took  a  position  on  the 
mail  service  in  California  at  1100  a  trip  and  was 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  Indians. 

In  May,  1875,  our  subject's  first  wife  died,  leav- 
ing one  child,  William.  He  afterward  married 
Miss  Mary  Hagan,  by  whom  he  had  six  children, 
namely:  Cynthia  A.,  Sarah  J.,  Daniel  V.,  Patrick 
H  ,  Minnie  A.  audZurilda.  Politically  our  subject 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  a  number  of  local 
offices  in  the  township.  In  former  days  he  was 
very  fond  of  hunting  and  won  a  reputation  as  a 
fox  hunter  second  to  none  in  the  county. 

^ILLIAM  OVERTON  STONE,  M.   D.,  of 

Rosedale,    is    so    widely   known  that    he 
M[     needs  no  introduction  to  the  reader.     His 

lineage  is  distinguished,  for  on  the  pa- 
ternal side,  his  great-grandfather,  Thomas  Stone, 
was  a  signer  of  theDeclaration  of  Independence;  and 
on  the  maternal  side,  he  traces  his  ancestry  back 
to  the  famous  Keyes  family,  of  which  Postmaster 
General  Keyes  is  a  prominent  representative.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Henry  Stone,  was  born  in 
Virginia  in  1803,  the  son  of  Samuel  Stone,  and  by 
occupation  was  a  contractor.  He  married  Miss 
Martha  T.  Callis,  who  was  likewise  a  native  of  the 
Old  Dominion. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  three  sons,  as 
follows:  Edgar,  born  March  3,  1830;  Caius, 
October  12,  1831,  and  William  O.,  January  4, 
1834.  Edgar  is  now  an  attorney  at-law,  and 
practices  bis  profession  in  California;  Caius  is  an 
enterprising  farmer  of  Parke  County.  As  was 
the  custom  in  Southern  families,  our  subject  was 
nursed  by  a  negro  woman,  owned  by  his  father. 
Often  now  he  alludes  to  his  "old  aunty"  with  the 
utmost  reverence,  and  recalls  clearly  his  sorrow  at 
her  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  but  six 
yours  old. 

Until  eighteen  years  old,  our  subject  remained 
with  his  father,  his  time  being  occupied  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  At  that  age  he 
came  to  Indiana,  the  journey   being  partly  made 


upon  the  only  railroad  in  the  state  at  that  time, 
which  ran  from  Madison  to  Indianapolis.  After 
coming  to  this  state  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  three 
years,  and  then  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  S.  P.  Clark,  of  Putnam  County,  with 
whom  lie  remained  for  four  years.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  medical  department  of  the  Louis- 
ville University  and  also  from  the  Cincinnati 
Eclectic  College. 

The  young  Doctor  located  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Rosedale,  where  he  at  once 
opened  an  office.  By  steady  persistence  and  pro- 
fessional skill  he  soon  won  a  place  among  the  most 
successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  county, 
and  his  practice  rapidly  increased.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Minerva  C. ,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  Durham,  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  a 
prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  In  his  com- 
munity he  was  a  potent  factor  in  politics,  and  was 
firm  in  his  adherence  to  Republican  principles. 
Religiously  he  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  death  took 
place  in  1881.  Eleven  years  later  occurred  the 
demise  of  his  wife,  who  was  a  lady  of  great  lit- 
erary ability,  and  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
her. 

Mrs.  Stone  is  a  lady  of  talent  and  great  execu- 
tive ability.  She  is  a  writer  of  note,  her  poetical 
works  being  widely  read  and  appreciated  for  their 
lofty  style,  intrinsic  worth  and  sweet  sentiments. 
Her  education  is  a  splendid  one,  and  has  enabled 
her  to  greatly  assist  in  the  classical  training  of  her 
children — two  in  number.  The  son,  Edgar  was 
born  February  1,  1862,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Terre  Haute  Normal  School.  He  now  follows 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  Sullivan  County, 
Ind.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Delia  Riggs,  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters. 
The  only  daughter  of  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
Hattie  0. ,  was  born  October  12,  1870,  and  is  a 
young  lady  of  great  musical  ability,  being  a  pro- 
ficient artist,  upon  the  piano  and  violin,  as  well  as 
a  soprano  singer  of  note  in  the  community. 

As  a  physician  and  surgeon  Dr.  Stone  has  been 
very  successful,  always  busy,  never  indulging  in  a 
day's  idleness,  yet  always  ready  to  respond  to  all 
calls  for  his  services  to  heal  the  sick  and   afflicted. 
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As  a  financier  he  has  showed  great  ability,  and  in 
addition  to  his  property  in  Rosedale,  he  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  grain  and  stock  farm  in  Sullivan 
County,  Ind.  This  place  consists  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  and  contains  an  orchard  of 
forty  acres,  also  good  buildings  and  first  class  im- 
provements. As  a  horse  fancier,  the  Doctor  is 
well  known,  and  he  has  a  fine  stock  of  "  Wilkes" 
and  "  Mambrino ''  thorough-bred  horses,  which 
are  too  well  known  to  require  any  comment.  He 
is  a  regular  exhibitor  at  all  horse  shows,  fairs, 
etc.,  and  his  stock  has  been  awarded  its  share 
of  prizes. 

Politically  the  Doctor  is  a  conservative  Demo- 
crat, and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
In  his  professional  career  he  is  widely  known  as  a 
writer  of  authority  upon  various  diseases  and  their 
treatment,  his  papers  having  been  published  in 
many  of  the  medical  journals.  However,  the 
Doctor  remarks  that  "  after  thirty-six  years  of  the 
practice  of  medicine,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  practice  of  medicine  is  a  humbug,  but  the 
practice  of  surgery  is  a  science."  He  intends  to 
retire  permanently  from  the  labors  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  will  devote  his  remaining  days  to  the 
enjoyments  of  home  and  family. 


^-N^*^* 


^W29f8K& 


Ml   BRAHAM  C.    SWITZER,   residing  on  Sec- 
/ /  \\    tion  29,   Wayne  Township,  represents  one 
|T|^  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  Montgomery 
■f/  County,  of  which  he  is   a  native,   and  he 

holds  an  honorable  position  among  its  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  and  stock  raisers.  He  was  born  in 
1831  on  the  old  homestead  when  this  part  of  the 
country  was  but  newly  settled  and  he  grew  up 
amid  pioneer  environments.  He  is  a  descendant 
of  the  sturdy  Swiss  people,  his  grandfather,  Ab- 
raham Switzer,  having  been  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land. During  some  period  of  his  life  he  migrated 
to  this  country,  and  settling  in  Pennsylvania, 
there  met  and  married  Elizabeth  Grant,  a  cousin 
of  General  Grant.  They  were  blessed  with  nine 
children,  namely:  Polly,  who   was  born  in   1798; 


Peter  G.,  in  1801;  Sally,  in  1803;  James,  in  1805; 
John,  in  1807;  Elizabeth,  in  1810;  one  in  1813; 
Julia,  in  1815,  and  Miranda,  in  1819.  Abraham 
Switzer  was  a  farmer  and  pursued  that  occupation 
in  Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky  until  his  removal 
to  this  state  in  a  wagon  with  his  family  in  1828. 
He  purchased  a  tract  of  forest  covered  land  of 
Mr.  Moore  and  settled  upon  it.  He  also  bought 
land  around  Greencastle.  He  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  1840  at  an  advanced  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  during  the 
residence  of  his  parents  in  Kentucky.  He  accom- 
panied them  in  their  migration  through  the  inter- 
vening wilderness  to  this  county,  and  in  the  years 
that  immediately  followed  assisted  his  father  in 
the  improvement  of  the  farm.  He  received  but 
little  material  aid  from  him  aside  from  his  heritage 
of  eighty  acres.  He  continued  to  make  his  home 
on  the  old  homestead  and  in  time  became  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  farmers  of  the  township,  ac- 
cumulating a  valuable  property  by  his  energy  and 
careful  management,  and  when  he  died  he  was  the 
owner  of  six  hundred  and  forty  eight  acres  of 
choice  land,  all  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and 
well  improved.  He  married  Mary  Donelson,  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  a  daughter  of  Walter  Donel- 
son, and  they  had  the  following  children:  William, 
a  resident  of  Waynetown,  who  was  born  in  1829 
and  married  a  Miss  Bunnell;  our  subject;  John, 
who  was  born  in  1832  and  married  a  Miss  Stout; 
Elsie,  who  was  born  in  1837,  married  John  Vaughn, 
and  died  in  1869;  Isabel,  who  was  born  in  1842, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Alexander  McClure,  a  team- 
ster in  Waynetown;  Nathan,  a  resident  of  this 
township,  who  was  born  in  1834  and  married  a 
Miss  Bunnell. 

When  Abraham  C.  Switzer  of  this  biographical 
review  first  started  out  in  life  he  worked  farms  on 
shares,  and  in  that  way  accumulated  sufficient 
means  to  buy  some  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
placed  under  cultivation  by  diligent  and  unremit- 
ting toil,  and  added  to  it  other  land  by  further 
purchase,  and  his  farm  now  comprises  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  as  fertile  and  well  tilled 
land  as  is  to  be  found  in  this  locality,  and  it  may 
well  be  his  pride  that  he  has  earned  it  himself. 
A  good  system  of  drainage  has  increased  the  pro- 
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duetiveness  of  the  soil,  ooe  hundred  rods  of  tiling 
having  been  put  in  at  a  cost  of  a  thousand  dollars. 
A  fine  set  of  buildings  adds  greatly  to  the  attract- 
iveness of  the  place,  including  a  very  handsome 
residence,  elegant  in  its  appointments  and  archi- 
tecture, which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars.  Mr.  Switzer  raises  grain  and  is  also 
extensively  interested  in  breeding  stock.  He  has 
some  beautiful  horses  and  a  magnificent  stallion, 
of  fine  build,  standing  sixteen  and  one-half  hands 
high  and  weighing  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  which 
he  bought  of  Mr.  Neffer,  of  Danville,  for  two 
thousand  dollars. 

Our  subject's  first  wife  died  in  1890,  leaving  two 
sons — George  G.,  who  was  born  in  1869,  was  edu- 
cated at  Wesley,  married  Miss  Ida  Barnett,  and 
resides  on  the  homestead,  and  Daniel,  who  was 
born  in  1875,  and  is  a  student  at  Wesley.  Mr. 
Switzer  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly 
Lucy  Suthern,  in  1892. 

Mr.  Switzer  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  a  vol- 
unteer in  the  Tenth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  his 
honorable  war  record  is  commemorated  by  his 
membership  in  Post  No.  70,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  at  Crawfordsville.  In  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Republicans.  He  belongs  to  the  Horse 
Thief  Detective  Association,  and  he  favors  what- 
ever will  protect  the  interests  of  the  farmer.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Wesley,  is  active  in  the  Sunday-school,  is 
generous  in  his  contributions  to  the  support  of  the 
Gospel,  and  has  the  interests  of  the  church  deeply 
at  heart. 

!\ILLIAM  N.  ENSEY  was  one  of  the 
Union's  brave  defenders  in  the  late  Civil 
War  and  took  part  in  many  important 
engagements.  For  nearly  fifteen  years 
lie  lias  been  engaged  in  business  in  the  village  of 
Judson,  Washington  Township,  Parke  County, 
where  he  carries  from  one  thousand  to  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  worth  of  groceries  and  queens- 
ware. 

Our  Hiibject  was  born  in  Russellville,  Montgom- 
ery County,  lad.,  in  1843,  being  a  son  of  the  Hon. 


Samuel  T.  and  Elizabeth  (Harris)  Ensey.  The 
former  was  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Ensey, 
who  were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  the  father  born  in 
Dayton.  He  was  a  school-teacher  throughout  his 
entire  life.  Our  subject's  father  was  born  January 
15,  1811.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in  attending 
the  common  school,  where  his  father  was  a  teach- 
er, and  in  his  youth  he  worked  in  a  brick-yard  at  the 
princely  salary  of  four  dollars  a  month.  In  1832, 
having  reached  his  majority,  he  took  the  contract 
for  making  the  brick  for  the  Shelby  County,  Ohio, 
court  house,  this  being  his  first  large  business 
transaction.  The  brick,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  in  number,  he  molded  with  his  own 
hands,  and  also  burned  them  in  the  kiln.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  he  began  learning  the  tailor's 
trade,  which  he  followed  until  he  had  become  com- 
petent in  that  line.  His  first  trip  as  a  journeyman 
was  in  1834,  and  in  that  occupation  he  continued 
until  1843,  being  located  at  various  points.  It 
was  in  1839  that  he  was  stationed  at  Russellville, 
which  was  his  home  for  several  years.  In  1843 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  James  McGann 
in  the  dry-goods  business,  which  they  ran  for 
about  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr. 
Eusey  became  a  resident  of  Annapolis,  Parke 
County,  where  he  entered  the  same  business  on 
his  own  account,  and  from  that  time  forward  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  that  vicinity, 
his  trade  extending  over  a  large  field  and  embrac- 
ing various  kinds  of  merchandise,  including  grain 
and  farm  produce.  For  the  latter  he  found  a 
market  in  New  Orleans,  conveying  the  same  thither 
in  fiat-boats. 

It  was  in  the  fifties  that  Mr.  Ensey  became 
largely  interested  in  Illinois  lands  and  was  mainly 
instrumental  in  the  organization  of  Douglas 
County,  and  improving  as  well  as  locating  the 
county  seat  at  Tuscola,  near  which  place  his  prop- 
erty was  located.  As  an  evidence  of  the  high  re 
gard  in  which  he  was  held,  the  citizens  of  that 
place  have  named  one  of  the  principal  streets  in 
his  honor. 

When  the  note  of  alarm  was  sounded  in  1861, 
President  Lincoln's  proclamation  calling  for 
seventy  five  thousand  volunteers,  Mr.  Eusey  being 
too  old  a  man  for  service   in   the  field,  was  one  of 
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the  first,  however,  to  respond,  and  by  his  deter- 
mined energy  and  love  of  country  rendered  much 
more  effective  service  at  home  than  he  could  have 
done  in  the  field.  He  took  the  stump,  and  by  his 
eloquence  and  the  ardor  which  he  infused  into  his 
fellow- citizens  he  assisted  in  filling  company  after 
company  and  sending  them  to  the  front,  not  spar- 
ing even  his  own  sons,  two  of  whom  were  in  the 
army.  But  his  services  did  not  stop  here;  he  gave 
up  his  money  and  goods,  and  when  told  that  "  our 
boys"  on  Green  river  were  suffering  for  clothing 
the  Government  at  that  time  was  unable  to  supply, 
he  boxed  up  and  sent  at  his  own  expense  clothing 
and  blankets  from  his  stock  of  merchandise.  His 
interest  in  the  soldiers  and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  Government  never  flagged,  but  with  that  un- 
tiring energy  which  is  ihe  most  marked  trait  of 
his  character  he  persisted  in  his  efforts  until  the 
dawn  of  better  days. 

In  1854  Vermillion  County  (one  of  those  com- 
prising the  senatorial  district  in  which  he  lived), 
nominated  Mr.  Ensey  for  the  State  Senate,  and 
called  upon  his  own  county  to  ratify  the  same. 
Parke  County  responded  promptly  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  he  was  triumphantly  elected.  His 
career  as  a  Senator  was  chiefly  marked  for  the  prom- 
inent part  he  took  in  support  of  the  Bank  Bill  and 
the  Maine  Liquor  Law.  Mr.  Ensey  was  always 
active  in  local  and  state  politics,  often  attending 
their  conventions.  In  the  Republican  State  Con- 
vention in  1854,  which  was  the  first  one  of  the 
party  in  Indiana,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions.  In  the  matter  of  public 
improvements  no  man  has  done  more,  as  he  has 
always  responded  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  not 
only  with  his  voice  and  influence,  but  with  his 
money.  On  the  fourth  of  March,  1841,  Mr.  Ensey 
married  Elizabeth  Harris,  of  Montgomery  County, 
to  whom  was  born  eleven  children. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  William  N.  Ensey 
started  forth  in  his  life  career  by  first  going  to  the 
defense  of  the  old  flag.  He  became  a  member  of 
Company  I,  Thirty-first  Indiana,  in  1861  under 
Gen.  Crittenden,  and  fought  in  the  following 
battles  and  engagements:  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh, 
Stone  River,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the  right 
arm  and  right  knee,  Resaca,  Chicamauga,  Atlanta, 
and  many  minor  skirmishes  of  that  campaign.   He 


received  an  honorable  discharge  at  Chattanooga 
in  1864  and  returned  home.  His  education  was 
that  of  the  district  school,  supplemented  by  a  two- 
years'  course  at  the  Bloomingdale,  Ind.,  Acad- 
emy. After  coming  home  in  1864  he  entered  a 
general  store  at  Annapolis  as  salesman,  was  later 
employed  in  the  same  capacity  at  Terre  Haute 
until  1879,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  place 
of  business,  having  continued  successfully  ever 
since  at  this  stand. 

At  Hardeysburgh,  in  1868,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  with  Miss  Phoebe  J.,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Russell.  Mrs.  Ensey  was  born  in  How- 
ard, Parke  County,  her  father  being  the  original 
builder  of  the  Russell  Mills  of  this  county.  Three 
children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  our  worthy 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife:  Orrin  V.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Newton  Hallow, 
whose  death  occurred  October  14,  1888,  aced  five 
years,  and  Clayton  R.,  who  attended  the  Danville 
schools  for  three  years  and  is  now  telegraph  oper- 
ator at  Wellington,  111.  He  was  married  July  4, 
1892,  to  Miss  Clauda  Starks. 

Mr.  Ensey  is  a  member  of  Howard  Lodge,  No. 
71,  in  I.  O.  O  F.  of  Rockville,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  for  twenty  years.  He  is  also  a 
charter  member  of  Morton  Post,  No.  1,  G.  A.  R. 
of  Terre  Haute.  It  hardly  needs  to  be  told  that 
our  subject  is  a  loyal  Republican,  and  thouo-h  not 
desirous  of  official  positions,  he  has  served  his 
fellow-citizens  as  Notary  Public  for  the  past  two 
years. 

I|RAL  L.  BROWN,  M.  D.,  living  on  Section 
29,  Ripley  Township,  is  known  and  honored 
J  throughout  Montgomery  County  as  one  of  the 
oldest  resident  physicians  of  this  part  of  the 
state,  who  has  been  in  successful  practice  here  for 
forty  years  and  more,  and  is  likewise  greatly  es- 
teemed for  the  value  of  his  citizenship,  The 
Doctor  was  born  near  Lay  ton,  Ky. ,  in  the  year 
1826.  He  is  the  descendant  of  an  officer  of  the 
Revolution,  his  great-grandfather,  a  native  of 
South  Carolina,  having  been  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Continental  Army. 

The  grandfather  of  subject  was  John  Brown, 
who  was  born  in   South  Carolina   on   the   Little 


572 


PORTRAIT   AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


Pedee  river.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
married  Mary  Vance,  and  they  had  six  children,  as 
follows:  John,  the  eldest,  born  in  Virginia,  who 
came  to  Indiana  in  1831,  and  was  one  of  its 
pioneer  farmers;  David,  who  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  several 
years,  and  is  now  farming  in  his  native  state;  Eli- 
jah, who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  came  to  this 
county  in  1831,  married  Sarah  Lewis  at  the  cross, 
ing  of  the  Raccoon,  and  subsequently  farmed  in 
Boone  County  until  his  death;  Levi,  who  was  born 
in  Kentucky,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Iowa,  where 
he  died;  Desdemona,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
and  married  John  Kelly,  a  farmer  who  is  promi- 
nent in  church  affairs,  and  Amos,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  married  Miss  Gibson,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  1825,  came  to  this  county  in  1831,  and 
.purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  New  Ross, 
where  he  settled.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
the  following  children:  Our  subject,  who  is  the 
eldest  of  the  family;  Eliza,  who  was  married  in 
1849  to  Henry  Long,  a  farmer  of  Kansas;  John,  a 
carpenter  in  Union  County,  Postmaster  in  his  town 
from  the  election  of  Lincoln  until  Cleveland's  ad- 
ministration, and  who  married  Martha  Burke; 
Nathan,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Forty-first 
Indiana  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Stewart,  was 
mortally  wounded  at  Stone  river  in  1863,  and 
returning  to  the  old  homestead,  died  a  month 
later;  Rebecca,  who  died  in  1873  at  the  resi- 
dence of  her  brother,  our  subject;  Hiram  A.,  who 
was  born  in  1847,  and  is  now  a  farmer  in  central 
Illinois.  A  more  boy  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out, 
in  1803  he  enlisted  and  was  made  Captain  of  his 
company.  His  regiment  was  penned  in  at  Knox- 
ville  and  had  a  desperate  encounter  with  the 
rebels. 

After  obtaining  the  preliminaries  of  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school  our  subject  studied 
medicine  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Hesington, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  physicians  in  the  county. 
Having  thus  gained  a  thorough  practical  knowl- 
edge of  his  chosen  profession,  Dr.  Brown  entered 
upon  his  long  and  prosperous  career  at  Waynetown 
in  1848.  In  1849  he  came  to  his  present  place  of 
residence  in  Ripley  Township.  During  these 
long  years  he  has  enjoyed  an  active  and  lucrative 
practice  that  has  taken  him  to  all  parts  of   the 


county  and  even  beyond  its  bounds,  and  he  early 
established  himself  in  the  favor  of  the  people  to 
whose  ills  he  has  administered  so  ably  and  so 
faithfully.  He  had  to  combat  a  great  deal  of 
malarial  fever  in  an  early  day,  but  since  the  land 
has  been  so  extensively  placed  under  cultivation 
and  the  country  has  become  well  settled  it  has  dis- 
appeared altogether. 

The  Doctor  is  exceedingly  happy  in  his  domestic 
ties,  and  has  a  wife  who  understands  full  well  how 
to  make  home  a  comfortable  and  attractive  abid- 
ing place.  Her  maiden  name  was  Maud  E.  J. 
Warbuton,  and  she  was  born  in  1827,  her  parents 
being  James  and  Jane  Warbuton.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  three  children,  Florence,  Jane  E. 
and  Alonzo  F.  Florence  was  born  January  1, 
1850,  and  married  Wesley  Roundtree,  who  died, 
leaving  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres.  Jane  is 
the  wife  of  R.  Stumps,  a  leading  lawyer  at  Terre 
Haute,  and  a  prominent  temperance  worker  in 
that  city.  They  have  two  daughters,  who  are 
twins,  sixteen  years  of  age.  Alonzo  was  born  in 
1855,  studied  medicine  with  his  father,  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Indiana  Medical  College,  and  is  in 
active  practice  in  Fountain  County.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  Crawfordsville  in  1890,  to  Miss  Lillie 
Remely. 

Our  subject's  name  is  associated  with  much 
that  has  been  done  to  benefit  the  township  and 
raise  the  standard  of  its  morality,  and  he  has  al- 
ways been  thoroughly  alive  to  its  highest  interests. 
He  has  been  a  prominent  figure  in  county  politics 
from  the  time  that  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
was  a  Whig  in  early  days,  and  is  now  a  Repub- 
lican, tried  and  true.  The  Doctor  was  an  ardent 
Abolitionist,  and  is  the  only  one  now  living  in 
this  part  of  the  country  who  was  engaged  in  the 
famous  "  Underground  Railroad  "  service  by  which 
so  many  slaves  found  their  way  to  freedom  in 
Canada.  Our  subject  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  charter  members  of  the  Alamo  Lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows,  No.  144.  A  true  Christian  gentleman, 
whose  life  has  been  guided  by  the  highest  princi- 
ples of  integrity  and  right  living,  the  Doctor  is  an 
exemplary  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  has  given  of  his  means  freely  to  advance  its 
interests.  His  sou  is  also  of  the  Presbyterian 
faith,  and  is  an  Elder  in  the  church. 
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',|  ONATHAN  SWAIM.  The  farming  and 
stocking-raising  interests  of  Washington 
Township,  Parke  County,  find  a  most 
energetic  and  successful  representative  in 
the  person  whose  name  heads  this  notice,  who 
states  that  he  came  to  Indiana  with  nothing  but 
an  old  plug  horse  worth  about  $60,  and  $15  in 
money.  He  is  now  numbered  among  the  leading 
men  of  this  county  and  is  the  owner  of  about  six 
hundred  acres  of  finely  improved  land  (a  part 
of  which  he  has  divided  among  his  children),  a 
goodly  assortment  of  live-stock,  and  all  other  ap- 
purtenances which  the  progressive  agriculturist 
naturally  gathers  around  him.  He  makes  a  spec- 
ialty of  stock-feeding,  having  a  great  number  of 
cattle  of  good  grades. 

Mr.  Swaim  was  born  in  Guilford  County,  N.  O, 
October  19,  1816.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Anthony 
Swaim,  who  came  to  America  in  1700,  and  settled 
on  Staten  Island.  He  was  of  Dutch  descent. 
Subsequently  he  located  near  Richmond,  where  he 
married  and  reared  four  sons:  Michael,  Mathias, 
AVilliam,  and  one  whose  name  is  unknown.  The 
first-named  son  remained  on  Staten  Island,  where 
his  descendants  all  lived;  Mathias  located  in  Es- 
sex County,  N.  J.;  William  moved  to  North  Caro- 
lina, and  settled  in  Surry  County,  where  he 
reared  a  large  family.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Vickery  in  her  maiden  days.  John  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  went  to  what  is  now  known  as 
Randolph  Count}7,  N.  G,  where  he  bought  a  large 
tract  of  land,  which  he  divided  into  farms  for 
each  of  his  children.  They  were  named  Massah, 
William  (our  subject's  grandfather),  Joshua,  Chris- 
topher, John,  Elizabeth,  Ashley, Marmaduke,  Char- 
ity, Moses  and  Michael.  William  bought  several 
hundred  acres  of  laud  in  Randolph  County,  and 
married  and  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
namely:  Daniel,  the  father  of  our  subject;  John, 
Benjamin,  Joshua,  William,  Ashley,  Polly,  Lottie, 
Fannie,  Elizabeth  and  Rachael.  Politically,  the 
father  of  this  family  was  a  Whig.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Christina  Swaim. 
He  died  at  about  the  age  of  eighty,  having  lived  a 
useful  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  N.  C,  being  born  in  1790.     He  was 
28 


empl03Ted  on  a  farm,  in  the  meantime  preparing 
himself  for  the  vocation  of  a  teacher.  On  reach- 
ing his  majority,  he  continued  teaching  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  holding  many  sessions  in 
his  own  log  kitchen.  While  yet  in  his  youth  he 
came  to  Indiana  and  taught  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Orange  County  for  some  time,  after  which  he 
returned  to  the  scenes  of  his  childhood  and  there 
chose  his  companion  for  life.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Susan  Lamb,  and  bore  him  eleven  children,  whom 
they  named  Jonathan,  Riley,  AVilliam,  Joseph, 
Joshua,  John,  Anna,  Betsey,  Cynthia,  Fannie  aud 
Melissa.  Those  now  living  are  Riley,  Jonathan, 
Joseph,  John  and  Fannie.  The  declining  years  of 
his  life  were  spent  in  Parke  County,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  about  twelve  years.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  was  also  his  wife.  In 
his  political  views  he  was  a  Whig,  and  an  ear- 
nest supporter  of  his  party. 

Jonathan  Swaim  began  for  himself  just  before 
attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  in  1837 
came  to  Parke  Count}7,  where  he  entered  upon  the 
business  of  shoe-making.  Picking  up  trade  here  and 
there,  he  soon  was  able  to  purchase  a  team  and 
wagon,  and  did  general  teaming  for  some  time, 
also  making  a  number  of  trips  to  Cincinnati  and 
New  Orleans  on  flatboats.  His  first  purchase  of 
land  comprised  forty  acres  on  Sugar  Creek,  which 
he  bought  in  1839,  and  by  improving  and  culti- 
vating this  and  living  sparingly,  he  added  to  his 
landed  possessions  until  he  owns  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  six  hundred  acres  of  fertile  land.  On  the 
1st  of  September,  1814,  Mr.  Swaim  wedded  Elea- 
nor Wood}',  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Holliday) 
Woody,  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Woody  is  a  native 
of  Orange  County,  N.  C,  and  was  born  January 
28,  1825.  Her  parents  were  also  natives  of  the 
Carolmas.  She  has  been  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others 
are  Betsey  (deceased),  John  R.,  Henry  G,  Sarah  G, 
Amanda  E.,  Ruth  E.  and  Joseph  L. 

Mr.  Swaim  has  been  familiar  with  farming  pur- 
suits from  his  boyhood  up,  and  is  managing  the 
homestead  successfully  with  excellent  results. 
Politically,  he  is  a  warm-hearted  Republican,  with 
which  party  he  has  identified  himself  for  a  number 


576 


POKTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


of  years.  The  family  occupy  a  good  position  so- 
cially in  their  community,  and  the  homestead  is 
numbered  among  the  well-regulated  estates  of 
Parke  County. 


«@r* 


.1/  LEX  AN  DER  SMOCK,  Trustee  of  Florida 
(63y|JI     Township,  was    born    June  20,    1852,    in 

Ifi  Parke  County.  He  is  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
Jacob  Smock,  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  who 
is  a  native  of  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  and  was  born 
in  1826.  He  was  the  father  of  a  large  family  of 
children,  eleven  in  number,  three  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  are:  James,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty  years;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Frank  Stew- 
art, who  died  in  Vigo  County  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  leaving  a  son,  William,  and  a  daughter,  Lola; 
Jasper  D.,  a  resident  of  Vigo  County;  Alexander, 
our  subject;  Josephine,  wife  of  Walter  Baldwin, 
who  is  the  eldest  of  the  Melville  Sisters,  of  stage 
fame  in  corned}-,  and  is  at  the  present  time  the 
star  of  the  Baldwin  Comedy  Company;  Ida,  wife 
of  Sam  T.  Young,  who  is  a  star  in  the  Sam  T. 
Young  Comedy  Company;  Maude,  wife  of  Oscar 
Anderson,  a  resident  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.;  and  Rose, 
wife  of  Harry  Hardy,  of  Piqua,  Ohio,  who  too  is 
an  actress  with  Mr.  Young.  Mrs.  Anderson,  who 
was  also  an  actress,  has  retired  from  stage  life  and 
her  husband  is  a  commercial  traveler. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Caroline 
Puett,  a  native  of  Indiana.  Her  family  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  Her  father  was  Armstead 
Puett,  a  brother  of  Austin,  of  Greencastle,  whose 
wife  was  a  Miss  Milligan,  of  Irish  lineage.  Mr. 
Smock  of  tliis  sketch  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Being  a 
young  man  of  good  education  and  business  tact, 
he  entered  the  mercantile  trade,  which  he  contin- 
ued in  for  eight  years. 

January  2,  1888,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Barnes,  daughter  of 
Thomas  A.  and  Helen  (Jessup)  Barnes.  In  1886  lie 
purchased   his    present  farm  of  one  hundred  and 


sixty  acres  on  sections  11  and  12,  which  he  has  im- 
proved and  cultivated.  By  bis  marriage  have 
been  born  two  children,  Ada  L.,  born  January  23, 
1879;  and  Oliver  C,  born  November  15,  1884. 
Mrs.  Smock  is  one  of  nine  children,  one  dying  in 
infancy.  The  others  were:  Robert  M.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  John  A.,  who  died 
when  sixteen;  Tony,  also  deceased;  Silas  L.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Parke  County;  Oliver,  of  Kentucky ;  Mary, 
wife  of  Jasper  N.  Shirley,  of  Boone  County;  and 
Edward,  a  resident  of  Parke  County. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  Trus- 
tee of  the  township,  and  has  also  been  elected  as 
Supervisor.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  An- 
cient Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  also  a  member  of 
the  Owl  Club.  He  is  an  earnest  believer  in  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  helps  financially 
as  well  as  spiritually  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
cause.  Mr.  Smock  is  a  thorough  business  man,  an 
excellent  farmer,  of  a  jovial  disposition  and  be- 
loved by  all. 


^)EORGE  MATER,  a   retired  and  influential 
farmer,  whose  residence    is    now    at    Bell- 
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more,  Parke  County,  was  engaged  for 
many  years  in  cultivating  the  farm,  in  addition 
to  which  in  former  years  he  improved  several 
farms  in  the  county.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Butler  Count}-,  Ohio,  near  Dayton,  October  26, 
1823,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Culver) 
Mater.  The  former  was  probably  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  His  father,  George,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, emigrating  to  the  United  States  when  a 
young  man,  settling  in  Pennsylvania.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Culver. 

John  Mater  after  his  marriage  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Butler  County,  emigrating  to  Parke  County 
in  1827,  and  taking  up  land  of  the  Government 
in  Adams  Township.     This  tract  of  one  hundred 
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and  sixty  acres  he  improved,  and  built  thereon  a 
small  log  house.  His  ivife  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead, aged  about  sixty-two  years.  The  father 
died  in  Reserve  Township,  near  Montezuma,  when 
he  had  attained  his  seventy-fourth  year.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  two  daugh- 
ters and  five  sons.  Four  of  the  sons  are  now  liv- 
ing: Rev.  Ira,  a  minister  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  of  Hillsdale;  George,  our  subject;  Jacob, 
of  Eddyville,  Iowa,  who  was  in  the  service  of  his 
country  during  the  late  war,  being  with  Sherman 
on  his  march  to  the  sea;  and  Daniel,  who  is  a 
blacksmith  at  Kingman,  Kan. 

Our  subject  was  only  a  child  of  four  j-ears 
when  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  thiscount3'. 
so  lie  has  practically  spent  his  life  here.  He  at- 
tended the  old-fashioned  log  schoolhouse  of  the 
period,  remaining  with  his  father  and  lending 
him  dutiful  assistance  in  the  farm  work  until  he 
had  grown  to  man's  estate.  In  1846  was  cele- 
brated his  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Crooks,  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  who  came  to  this  locality 
with  her  parents  at  an  early  day.  After  her 
death,  Mr.  Mater  in  1850  wedded  Margaret  Miller, 
who  was  born  in  this  county  and  is  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Margaret  Miller,  early  settlers  of 
the  county.  Mrs.  Mater  was  born  in  Union  Town- 
ship in  1827.  She  departed  this  life  December  31, 
1879,  leaving  one  son  and  six  daughters.  John 
M.,  who  lives  in  St.  John,  Kan.,  is  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business;  Martha  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Branson,  a  farmer  of  Adams  Township; 
Nora  A.  became  the  wile  of  Daniel  Chapen,  of 
Bellmore;  Harriet  E.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Thomas, 
a  farmer  of  Union  Township;  and  Mary  E.  lives 
at  home  with  her  father. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  located  in  Adams 
Township,  near  the  old  homestead,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  until  1852,  when  he 
purchased  a  farm, a  portion  of  which  was  in  Union 
and  the  rest  in  Adams  Township.  His  home  was 
in  the  former  township,  near  the  line,  where  he 
resided  until  1859,  at  which  time  ho  sold  out  and 
purchased  the  place  known  as  the  Frazie  Farm, 
in  Union  Township,  to  the  improvement  of  which 
he  devoted  himself  for  the  following  ten  years, 
then  selling  the  place  and  becoming  the  owner  of 


one  two  miles  southeast  in  the  same  township. 
The  latter,  which  was  known  as  the  John  Miller 
Farm,  remained  in  his  possession  until  the  winter 
of  1882,  when  he  sold  it,  and  has  since  been  re- 
tired from  active  business. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Mater,  in  company 
with  his  father,  ran  an  oil  mill  in  Adams  Town- 
ship. As  an  agriculturist  he  succeeded  to  a  marked 
degree,  as  he  has  done  in  whatever  line  of  work 
he  has  turned  his  attention  to.  His  first  Presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  for  Henry  Clay,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  In  1881  he  was  elected  County  Com- 
missioner, the  duties  of  which  position  he  filled 
so  well  tha-t  he  was  re-elected  in  1883,  serving  for 
the  full  two  terms,  or  six  years.  Since  1848  he 
has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  he  has  held  many  offices. 
He  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
county,  and  is  an  honored  old  settler. 


^+^ 


ffi  OHN  W.  DEATH  is  successfully  engaged  in 
I  tilling  the  soil,  and  has  been  a  resident  of 
Fountain  County  all  his  life,  for  here  he 
was  born  November  29,  1841,  a  son  of  John 
C.  and  Rosanna  (Walker)  Death,  the  father  being 
a  son  of  Aaron  Death,  and  the  mother  a  daughter 
of  John  Walker.  The  father  was  born  in  Ohio,  but 
came  of  good  old  Virginian  stock,  for  his  ancestors 
for  many  years  had  been  residents  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion. He  came  to  Fountain  County  in  1828, 
when  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  located 
on  a  small  tract  of  land.  His  efforts  in  following 
agricultural  pursuits  met  with  the  best  results,  and 
he  eventually  became  the  owner  of  nine  hundred 
acres  of  some  of  the  best  land  for  agricultural  and 
stock-raising  purposes  in  the  county.  His  first 
labor  for  himself  was  as  a  rail-splitter  at  thirty- 
seven  and  a-half  cents  a  hundred,  and  although 
this  occupation  did  not  offer  many  inducements, 
he  continued  to  follow  it  until  he  had  accumu- 
lated  sufficient   means   to  permit  him  making   a 
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small  purchase  of  land,  from  which  grew  his  mag- 
nificent estate.  He  at  first  resided  in  a  log  house, 
but  this  eventually  gave  place  to  a  more  modern 
and  better  structure,  and  other  improvements 
about  his  place  were  made  accordingly. 

Aaron  'a  sons  and  daughters  are  as  follows:  Town- 
send,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  cabinet-maker  by 
trade;  Joseph,  also  born  in  that  State,  and  a  resident 
of  Fountain  County,  Ind;  Newton,  a  successful 
farmer  of  Fountain  Count}';  Caroline  D.,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio,  married  T.  H.  Young,  and  became 
the  mother  of  one  child;  Mary,  who  married  Abram 
Caldwell,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Fountain 
County;  and  Chloe,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  married 
Seth  Button,  by  whom  she  has  six  children.  Of 
the  children  of  John  C.  Death's  marriage  with  Miss 
Walker,  Aaron  AV.,  who  was  born  in  this  county  in 
1844,  was  killed  by  a  runaway  team  in  1876;  Al- 
len, born  on  the  old  homestead  in  this  county  in 
1847,  was  married  to  Miss  Melissa  Davis,  and  died 
on  his  farm  in  Jackson  Township  April  17,  1892; 
Millard,  who  was  born  in  1850,  was  married  to 
Miss  Lizzie  Campbell,  by  whom  he  has  three  chil- 
dren, and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  five  hun- 
dred acres;  and  John  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  mature  years  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  obtained  a  common-school  education. 
He  was  married  January  5,  1871,  to  Miss  Laura  E. 
Campbell,  a  daughter  of  A.  J.  Campbell,  she  being 
one  of  his  live  daughters. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Death  two  children  were  born: 
Eva  C,  who  was  born  on  October  11,  1872;  and 
Durward  Allen  born  in  1876.  Mr.  Death  resided 
on  his  father's  farm  until  nineteen  years  of  age, 
soon  after  which  the  flag  of  his  country  became 
endangered,  and  he  left  home  to  enlist  in  the  New 
York  Cavalry,  being  one  of  Gen.  Baker's  body- 
guard.  He  served  his  country  for  three  years,  was 
in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  was  wounded 
in  the  right  hand  at  Middleburg.  From  1864  un- 
til 1867  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming, 
after  which  he  superintended  the  home  farm  until 
1872.  He  first  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  eighty  acres  more.  His  land  is  in  an  excel- 
ent  state  of  cultivation,  and  on  it  he  erected  in 
1889  a  handsome   residence  at  a  cost  of  $3,000, 


which  contains  nine  rooms,  and  is  fitted  up  with 
many  modern  conveniences.  His  wife  is  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Mr.  Death  is  one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters, 
and  has  been  one  of  its  officers.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Horse  Thief  Detective  Association. 
His  family  is  supposed  to  be  of  English  lineage, 
and  were  early  settlers  of  America.  A  brother  of 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 


IIJ^Sl^I*2^* 


<p^  EORGE  W.  AYDELOTT  has  a  fine  and  well- 


6 


stocked  farm,  keeping  cattle,  sheep,  hogs 
and  horses,  his  homestead  being  located  on 
section  7,  Union  Township,  Parke  County.  Our 
subject  is  a  native  of  Indiana  and  an  early  settler 
of  this  county.  His  birth  occurred  November  15, 
1828,  in  Putnam  Count}',  only  two  hundred  yards 
from  the  line  dividing  that  from  Parke  County. 
Our  subject's  father,  William  A.,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 1,  1799,  in  Garrard  County,  Ky.  In  1828  he 
removed  to  Indiana,  taking  up  land  in  this  count}-, 
a  tract  of  about  eighty  acres,  where  he  erected  a 
small  log  house  and  carried  on  a  blacksmith  shop 
on  the  place  for  twenty  years  or  more.  Selling 
out  about  1850,  he  removed  to  Bellmore,  where  he 
spent  some  time,  and  then  removed  to  Rockville. 
During  his  last  years  he  lived  with  his  children, 
dying  at  the  home  of  our  subject  March  3,  1871. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged. 

Our  subject's  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Elizabeth  Burks,  was  born  in  July,  1796,  in 
Kentucky,  where  she  passed  her  girlhood,  and  in 
which  State  her  marriage  was  celebrated  Septem- 
ber 9,  1823.  She  died  May  16,  1873.  Twelve 
children  were  born  to  her,  eight  of  whom  grew  to 
adult  years,  only  two  of  the  family  now  living, 
our  subject  and  It  is  brother,  John  A.,  a  resident  of 
Rockville.  Tho  former  was  fourth  in  order  of  birth, 
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and  his  school  privileges  were  of  the  primitive 
kind.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the 
farm,  and  when  only  ten  years  of  age  commenced 
to  plow  and  did  considerable  teaming,  going  to 
LaFayutte  and  hauling  wheat,  for  which  he  received 
sometimes  not  more  than  twelve  and  a-half  cents 
a  bushel.  He  remained  on  the  homestead  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  giving  all  his  ti  e  to 
his  father. 

On  October  24,  1850,  our  subject  married  Miss 
Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  (Crawford) 
Woolverton.  The  former  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  reared  in  Ohio,  near  Cincinnati.  His 
wife,  who  is  of  Irish  descent,  is  still  living,  though 
eight3'-three  years  of  age.  She  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Ind.,  where  she  was  married  iu  March, 
1827,  and  soon  after  that  event  the  worthy  couple 
located  in  Union  Township,  Parke  County.  She 
is  still  making  her  home  in  the  same  old  house,  and 
is  active,  though  so  advanced  in  years.  She  has 
been  the  mother  of  ten  children,  six  daughters  and 
four  sons,  nine  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years.  Mrs. 
Aydelott  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  this 
family,  having  been  born  Februar3'  19,  1830,  in 
Union  Township,  Parke  County.  She  attended 
the  old  logschoolhouses  of  the  neighborhood, and 
here  grew  to  womanhood.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
our  subject  located  on  section  7,  Union  Township, 
on  the  property  which  he  still  owns.  The  young 
couple  commenced  housekeeping  in  a  log  cabin, 
where  they  remained  until  removing  to  their  pres- 
ent place  in  1853.  Here  he  had  erected  a  small 
house  of  round  logs,  20x20  feet,  this  bein<;:  all  the 
improvement  then  on  the  farm.  He  bought  the 
place  without  paying  a  dollar,  as  he  had  no  money, 
but  gave  his  note  for  the  land.  For  two  years  he 
had  only  one  horse  and  occasionally  had  to  bor- 
row one.  His  place  now  comprises  four  hundred 
and  three  acres,  all  under  good  cultivation,  this 
being  the  result  of  his  long  3  ears  if  assiduous  and 
unremitting  energy.  Mr.  Aydelott  makes  a  spe- 
cialty of  raising  sheep,  now  having  about  three 
hundred  head. 

To  our  worthy  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
three  children,  a  son  and  two  daughters.  Mary 
E.  died  when  one  year  and  eight  months  of  age. 
Charles  M.,  born  in  1857,  married  Edith  Steel,  who 


died  leaving  a  son  and  daughter,  the  former, 
Beulah,  dying  when  eight  years  of  age,  and  the 
latter,  Claude  M.,  now  making  his  home  with  our 
subject.  Rebecca  J.  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
months.  Our  subject  is,  political^-,  a  Democrat; 
and  has  been  Constable  and  Supervisor.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  his 
wife  being  a  Dunkard,  as  were  her  parents  before 
her. 


— S- 
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}  UDGE  EDWARD  CRUM  SNYDER,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legal  firm  of  Brush  &  Snyder, 
and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Bar  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  is  the  subject  of 
the  present  notice.  He  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Md.,  October  7,  1843,  and  his  parents 
were  George  and  Ann  (Togwell)  Snyder,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Maryland.  In  1846  they 
emigrated  to  Indiana,  locating  on  a  farm  five  miles 
west  of  Crawfordsville,  where  the  father  conducted 
a  store  with  his  brother  for  one  3*ear,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Greene  County,  Ohio,  near  Xenia,  where 
he  taught  school  and  remained  until  his  death, 
September  10,  1877,  aged  sixt3'-four  years,  his 
widow  surviving  him  until  August  22,  1881.  His 
father,  also  George,  was  a  Captain  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  members  of  the  Togwell  famil3'  were  in 
the  Revolutionaiy  War. 

Edward,  our  subject,  grew  up  near  Xenia,  work- 
ing on  a  farm  and  attending  the  district  schools 
until  October,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  at  Xenia,  in 
Company  E,  Seventy-fourth  Regiment,  under  Col. 
Granville  Moody,  a  Methodist  minister,  and  under 
Capt.  Fisher,  and  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
he  served  for  three  3-ears  and  eleven  months. 
He  was  one  of  the  valiant  men  who  braved  the 
enemy's  bullets  at  Stone  River,  Chickamaagua, 
Jonesboro  and  Bentonville,  N.  C.  Twice  was  he 
wounded;  once  a  bullet  struck  him  in  the  thigh  at 
Stone  River,  and  again  at  Bentonville,  and  he  was 
for  eight  weeks  in  the  hospital.  At  Stone  River 
he  was  captured  about  three  hours  after  he  was 
wounded,  having  been  assisted  back  by  his  brother, 
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George  A.  Snyder,  to  the  place  where  surgical 
treatment  could  be  given  him.  After  capture  he 
was  marched  to  Murfreesboro  under  a  detail, 
traveling  a  distance  of  three  miles  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  prisoners,  but  he  was  only  kept  three 
days  before  being  paroled. 

Soon  after  he  returned  to  camp,  and,  understand- 
ing that  he  had  been  exchanged,  he  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  was  exchanged 
on  the  second  day  of  the  fight.  When  the  war 
was  over  he  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at 
Washington  City  and  was  honorably  discharged 
July  5,  1865.  He  then  returned  to  Ohio  and  re- 
mained there  for  two  years  when  he  came  to 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  where  his  half-brother, 
Jacob  M.  Troutman,  was  then  living.  He  found 
work  in  the  mills  at  Darlington  and  remained  for 
more  than  a  year,  and  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Ohio  and  spent  two  years  as  a  clerk  in  a 
store  and  warehouse.  Returning  to  Indiana,  he 
went  with  his  brother,  Mr.  Troutman,  into  a  mill 
three  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Crawfordsville, 
and  this  business  was  continued  for  about  two 
years. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  our  subject  came  to 
Crawfordsville  and  entered  the  office  of  M.  D. 
White  in  1872,  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  after  one  year  of  reading,  Byron  R.  Russel  be- 
coming his  partner.  In  1884  he  was  elected  Cir- 
cuit Judge  of  the  Twenty-second  Circuit  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Parke  Counties  by  the  Republican 
party,  over  George  D.  Hurley.  After  serving  for 
six  years  he  was  defeated  at  the  election  of  1890. 
He  has  recently  formed  a  partnership  with  William 
T.  Brush,  and  the  firm  is  Brush  &  Snyder. 

Judge  Snyder  presided  on  the  famous  Peltit 
will  case  in  the  Superior  Court,  and  has  been  very 
active  in  party  matters.  He  is  one  of  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Dovetail  Body  Company.  His  family 
has  consisted  of  himself  and  three  sisters,  Mary  A., 
Catherine  E.  and  Anna  M.  Perrin,  and  all  have 
been  teachers.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and 
lias  passed  all  of  the  chairs  in  the  Knights  of 
Pythias, and  also  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  was  first  Junior 
Vice-Commander  in  the  Indiana  Department  and 
has  been  Post  Commander. 


No  member  of  the  Bar  has  a  clearer  conception 
of  the  law  than  has  Judge  Si^'der,  and  he  is  logi- 
cal and  analytical,  a  clear,  earnest  and  eloquent 
speaker.  Combining  the  talents  of  these  gentle- 
men of  the  firm  of  Brush  &  Snyder,  no  legal  gentle- 
men at  the  Montgomery  Bar  hold  a  higher  degree 
of  public  confidence  and  patronage. 


Va. 


OHN  PETERSON  resides  on  section  18, 
Sugar  Creek  Township,  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, and  receives  his  mail  at  Potato  Creek. 
I  lis  father  was  a  native  of  Hardly  County, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  plow  works 
and  wagon  manufactory.  He  was  married  four 
times,  having  by  his  first  wife  the  following  chil- 
dren: William,  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  who 
followed  farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death; 
Samuel,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Greene  County, 
and  followed  the  pursuit  of  his  brother;  Mary, 
who  was  born  in  Greene  County,  and  was  married 
in  Iowa  to  a  farmer  who  is  now  deceased;  and  Mau- 
rice, who  was  born  in  Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Martin  Peterson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  re- 
sided in  Missouri  in  his  earl}"  life,  afterward  re- 
moving to  California,  thence  to  Oregon,  where 
he  preached  the  Gospel  in  the  Christian  Church 
until  the  time  of  his  death.  His  second  wife's  chil- 
dren were:  Silas,  who  was  born  in  Greene  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  a  farmer  and  also  a  represent- 
ative of  that  State  for  two  terms  in  the  State 
Legislature;  Phoebe,  who  was  born  in  Bedford 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  now  deceased;  and  John, 
who  is  a  farmer  in  Greene  County,  and  was  born 
in  183',).  Mr.  Peterson's  third  wife's  children  were 
Solomon,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  and  is  at  the  present  time  following  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer  in  Sugar  Creek  Township, 
this  State;  David,  who  is  a  native  of  Sugar  Creek 
Township,  Montgomery  County;  and  Martha,  who 
was  also  born  in  Montgomery  County,  and  is  now 
deceased. 
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The  great-grand  father  of  our  subject  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Indians  in  Virginia,  and  at  the 
same  time  his  sister  was  captured  and  held  by  the 
red  men  for  fourteen  years.  She  was  adopted 
by  the  Indian  chief  as  his  own  child,  and  was 
reared  a  lady,  receiving  much  attention  from  her 
adopted  parents,  who  formed  a  strong  attach- 
ment for  her.  Their  camp  was  not  far  from  Day- 
ton, Ohio.  The  great-grandfather  was  a  member 
of  the  church  for  fifty-six  years.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Esther  Burrows,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  as  was  also  her  husband. 

Our  subject's  wife's  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother were  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  emigrated  to 
Missouri  at  an  early  day.  There  the  grandparents 
passed  away  in  1845,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  Of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of 
our  subject's  wife,  Rosanna,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  is  married  and  resides  in  Illinois,  her  husband 
being  a  retired  farmer;  Lorinda  is  married  to  a 
prominent  farmer  of  this  county;  Washington 
was  born  in  Ohio,  and  is  now  living  retired  at  Col- 
fax; and  Marion,  who  was  born  in  Meigs  Count)', 
Ohio,  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  Peterson  of  this  sketch  is  the  father  of 
five  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.: 
Ilattie,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  is 
now  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Steel,  a  resident 
of  New  Albany,  and  has  one  sou;  Albert  K.  is  a 
farmer  and  was  born  in  Montgomery  Count}'  in 
1860;  L.  W.,  a  resident  of  this  count}',  was  born 
in  1863;  Charley  B.,  a  native  of  this  count}',  is 
now  Assistant  Professor  in  the  school  at  LaFay- 
ette,  Ind.;  and  James  A.,  born  in  this  county,  is 
Bookkeeper  and  Assistant  Cashier  of  the  People's 
Bank,  of  Darlington,  Ind. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  ten  years. 
The  former  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  church, 
and  he  was  also  instrumental  in  the  erection  of 
the  edifice  in  Potato  Creek  Township  that  was 
built  in  1870.  He  always  takes  a  great  deal  of 
interest  in  religious  affairs,  and  his  wife  is  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  Mr.  Peterson  is  a 
Count}7  Commissioner,  having  been  elected  to  that 
position  in  1888;  his  term  will    expire  in    Decem- 


ber. He  was  united  in  marriage  in  1855,  at  which 
time  he  had  only  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he  erected  a  log  cabin  and  settled  down  to  a 
quiet  life.  In  1860  he  built  a  modern  house  of 
ten  rooms,  with  all  the  improvements  and  conven- 
niences  of  that  time,  and  the  timber  used  in  this 
building  was  cut  from  his  own  farm  and  sawed  at 
the  Peterson  Mills.  He  is  quite  well-to-do,  and 
his  pleasant  manner,  social  qualities  and  high 
character  have  attracted  to  him  a  host  of  warm 
friends. 


eHARLES  M.  BERRY  is  a  young  editor  of 
marked  enterprise,  who  has  already  made 
himself  known  through  his  well-conducted 
paper,  the  Vecdersburgh  News,  which  is  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  Fountain  County,  and  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  this  town. 
He  also  has  a  job-printing  office,  in  which  he  car- 
ries on  a  good  business. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  James  A. 
Berry,  who  during  his  life  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  successful  physicians  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  and  at  his  death  was  considered 
at  the  head  of  his  chosen  profession  over  the  en- 
tire western  part  of  Indiana.  His  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Nancy  A.  Murray,  is  a  member 
of  one  of  the  most  popular  and  respected  fam- 
ilies in  this  county.  Mr.  Berry  entered  the  news- 
paper Held  when  quite  young,  even  in  his  school 
days  being  connected  with  the  local  papers,  and 
since  then  has  had  charge  and  been  an  assistant  on 
some  of  the  best  papers  in  Montgomery,  his  native 
county.  He  has  shown  his  ability  by  entering  an 
apparently  discouraging  field,  because  there  had 
been  no  predecessor  who  had  made  a  success  in  the 
town,  and  by  "hustle,"  grit,  perseverance  and  wis- 
dom has  succeeded,  in  two  years  and  a-half,  in  se- 
curing a  list  of  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty  actual 
subscribers,  and  placing  his  paper  in  the  front 
ranks  in  the  county. 

Our  subject  is  well  educated  and  has  a  practical 
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knowledge  of  the  art  of  printing.  He  also  has  a 
taste  for  literary  work.  A  short  time  since  he  came 
to  Veedersburgh,  believing  that  there  was  a  fair 
opening  for  a  job-printing  office  and  for  a  lively 
village  newspaper.  He  is  now  operating  his  print- 
ing establishment  with  good  profit,  and  his  busi- 
ness  is  rapidly  increasing.  He  entered  upon  the 
publication  of  his  paper  under  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances. But  he  bravely  pursued  the  even 
tenor  of  his  way,  being  well  fitted  by  tenacity 
of  purpose,  and  having  a  good  degree  of  execu- 
tive ability,  and  he  has  won  recognition  as  an  edi- 
tor who  is  well  up  in  his  profession  and  under- 
stands how  to  edit  a  readable,  newsy,  well-printed 
paper,  in  which  the  events  of  the  day  are  set  forth 
in  good  form,  and  political,  social  and  other  topics 
of  general  interest  are  discussed  in  a  discriminating 
and  dispassionate  manner;  while  all  enterprises 
that  will  in  any  way  further  the  development  of 
the  town  and  county  meet  with  hearty  encourage- 
ment in  its  columns.  Mr.  Berry  particularly  in- 
terests himself  in  the  welfare  of  Veedersburgh,  and 
among  other  schemes  for  promoting  its  growth 
which  have  emanated  from  his  fertile  brain  is  the 
publication  of  several  copper-plate  maps,  showing 
the  rare  advantages  of  the  location  of  the  village 
as  a  manufacturing  and  commercial  centre  in  the 
eounty.  Under  no  circumstances  will  he  leave 
a  stone  unturned  to  show  the  man}'  advantages 
that  are  offered  for  every  enterprise  by  the  loca- 
tion of  the  town,  which  he  has  named  "The  Hub," 
it  being  in  the  centre  of  the  county. 


/  *=*ss.j> 


ACKSON  ALLEN,  a  representative  citizen 
of  Reserve  Township,  Parke  County,  Ind., 
belongs  to  the  number  who  are  to-day 
among  its  most  enlightened  and  enterpris- 
ing farmers.  He  is  the  son  of  Solomon  Allen,  who 
was  born  in  1796  in  the  Old  Dominion,  coining  to 
Ohio  with  his  parents,  where  he  received  his  lim- 
ited education,  attending  school  but  Ave  months. 
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In  the  fall  of  1826  he  came  to  Reserve  Township, 
Parke  County,  and  located  on  section  33,  on 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  entered  and  im- 
proved. He  was  a  zealous  worker  in  church 
affairs  and  held  the  important  offices  of  Elder  and 
Exhorter  nearly  all  his  life.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  November  11,  1890,  he  was  the  possessor  of 
ninety  acres  of  arable  land. 

The  first  wife  of  Solomon  Allen  bore  him  six 
children:  Emily  Woodard,  who  married  Jesse 
Kemp;  Samuel,  deceased;  Jackson;  Sarah  J.  Mor- 
rison; Joseph  and  Harmony  Henderson.  The  mo- 
ther was  born  in  1794  and  died  in  the  spring  of 
1871.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Allen 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Peggy  Lewis,  the  widow  of 
Eli  Lewis,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Morris.  She 
died  in  January,  1889.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  named  Jackson,  and  went  to  Ohio  in 
1807,  where  he  lived  for  thirty-three  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Indiana,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  1845.  His  wife  followed 
him  five  years  later,  dying  in  1850.  He  was 
a  supporter  of  the  Whig  body  aud  was  devoted  to 
the  unpretentious  sect  of  Friends.  To  himself  and 
wife  were  born  the  following  children:  Edward 
Joseph,  Solomon,  Wesle}-,  Benjamin,  Ruth,  Mary, 
Anice,  Rebecca,  Sail ie  and  Harmon}'. 

Jackson  Allen  was  born  March  12,  182(5,  in 
Clarke  County,  Ohio,  received  a  common  district- 
school  education  and  taught  two  winters.  When 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  be- 
gan work  on  the  farm  for  himself, and  a  year  later 
he  became  the  owner  of  his  first  farm  of  forty 
acres  on  section  32,  which  he  improved,  subse- 
quently adding  to  it  thirty-five  acres.  In  the 
spring  of  1860  he  sold  his  farm  and  bought  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  on  section  33, 
which  is  now  in  splendid  condition.  Starting  in 
life  with  a  capita]  of  $100,  by  persistent  efforts 
and  untiring  energy,  he  lias  made  for  himself  a 
competency  ns  a  rich  reward  for  his  labors,  lie 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres  of 
finely  cultivated  land.  He  is  a  Republican  in  pol- 
itics and,  like  his  father,  in  religious  views,  is  a 
Friend. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1848,  Mr.  Allen  was 
wedded  to  Catherine   Morris,    daughter  of  Exum 
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and  Eleanor  (Newlin)  Morris,  who  came  from 
North  Carolina  about  1824.  Her  grandfather  was 
Jeremiah,  the  son  of  Zachariah  Morris.  Mrs. 
Allen  was  born  in  Vermilion  County,  111.  Our 
subject  and  wife  have  become  the  worthy  parents 
of  six  children,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  grew  to  maturity.  Eunice,  the  wife  of  Cyrus 
Cox,  died,  leaving  two  sons,  Edgar  C.  and  Seaborn 
J.  Eleanor,  who  married  Jeremiah  H.  Siler,  died 
leaving  one  child,  Clara.  The  remaining  ones  are: 
Clarkson  T.;  William  E.;  and  Alida,  the  wife  of 
Franklin  M.  Smith.  Mr.  Allen  afforded  his  children 
a  good  education,  knowing  the  necessity  for  this 
and  feeling  his  responsibility  in  preparing  them 
for  an  independent  life.  Having  always  been  a 
politician  of  good  standing  and  influence,  he  was 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  State  convention  in  1880 
at  Crawfordsville.  Mr.  Allen  has  made  for  him- 
self a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  with 
whom  he  has  been  so  long  associated,  and  the}' 
have  always  found  him  true  to  his  word,  honor- 
able in  thought  and  act,  and  faithful  in  his  friend- 
ships. 


QUILA  LAVERTY,  a  worthy  and  lead- 
ing farmer  of  Wabash  Township,  Parke 
County,  was  born  on  section  25  of  this 
same  township,  October  3,  1822.  During 
the  war  he  was  in  service,  taking  part  in  several 
important  battles,  and  assisting  with  his  own 
means  to  raise  Company  A,  Thirty-first  Indiana  In- 
fantry. He  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tune and  has  accumulated  a  large  and  valuable 
estate.  Altogether  he  owns  upward  of  five  thou- 
sand acres  of  good  land  in  Wabash  and  Florida 
Townships  of  this  count}',  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Missouri.  Moreover,  he  owns  a 
gristmill  at  Armiesburgh. 

Aquila  is  the  son  of  James  and  Margaret 
(Guffey)  Laverty,  the  former  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  removed  to  Kentucky  and  later  to 


Columbus,  Ohio,  on  the  site  of  which  city  he  as- 
sisted in  erecting  the  first  buildings.  In  the  winter 
of  1817-18  he  came  by  wagon  to  Parke  County, 
settling  on  sixty  acres  on  section  25,  which  he  ob- 
tained of  his  brother  John,  who,  with  another 
brother,  Samuel,  had  come  to  the  State  a  year 
earlier  and  entered  land.  James  Laverty  was  one 
of  eight  ^children,  the  others  being  Alexander, 
Samuel,  John,  Polly,  Mary,  Rachel  and  Margaret. 
They  all  removed  to  Indiana  about  the  same  time, 
where  they  settled  and  made  homes  for  them- 
selves. 

The  death  of  our  subject's  father  occurred  in 
1861,  at  which  time  he  was  over  eighty  years  of 
age.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  twice 
married.  By  his  first  union  he  had  nine  children. 
Jane,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  William  Brockway; 
Cynthia  first  married  Thomas  Melvin,  after  whose 
death  she  became  the  wife  of  Joshua  Fisher;  Samuel 
died  on  Powder  River,  Ore.;  John  was  accidentally 
killed  at  the  raising  of  a  schoolhouse  in  1832; 
Mary  was  twice  married,  being  first  the  wife  of 
John  Bronson,  and  later  Mrs.  James  McNutt;  In- 
diana is  the  wife  of  Hiram'  Brockway;  Lucy  A.  is 
deceased;  Aquila,  and  Alexander,  who  died  about 
the  year  1823,  completed  the  number.  The  mo- 
ther of  these  children  was  called  from  this  life 
about  the  year  1851,  after  which  event  James 
Laverty  married  Saracida  Woods,  nee  Luster,  to 
whom  were  born  two  children:  James, a  resident  of 
Kansas,  and  Emily,  wife  of  Albert  Griffin. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Margaret  (Mc- 
Dowell) Guffey.  The  former  was  a  Captain  in  the 
War  of  1812,  in  which  he  did  valuable  service.  He 
was  killed  while  plowing  on  his  farm  in  Pcnns}'!- 
vania,  though  he  had  his  gun  strapped  to  the  plow, 
being  shot  by  Indians  in  ambush.  The  Guffey 
family,  who  are  of  Scotch  descent,  come  from  an 
old  and  thoroughly  respected  clan  in  the  land  of 
Burns.  Our  subject's  father  had  accumulated  four 
hundred  acres  of  land,  having  lived  in  the  West 
for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  but  lost  his  property  be- 
fore his  death. 

Aquila  Laverty  received  only  a  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  log  schoolhouse  of  early  days,  it  being 
a  building  of    16x18    feet  in   dimensions.     He  is 
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largely  self  educated,  therefore,  having  made  the 
best  of  such  opportunities  as  have  been  within 
his  reach.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  work- 
ing for  himself,  receiving  $10  a  month  for  three 
months.  Next,  for  some  time,  with  his  two 
brothers,  he  began  farming  on  rented  land,  on 
which  he  raised  three  crops  and  made  considerable 
money.  He  took  $100,  and  in  company  with  his 
brother  Alexander  went  to  Galena,  111.,  prospect- 
ing for  five  months  in  the  lead  mines  of  that  lo- 
cality. He  doubled  his  money  several  times  and 
returned  to  Wabash  Township.  He  next  proceeded 
to  build  rlatboats  to  run  to  New  Orleans,  to  which 
city  he  made  about  nineteen  trips. 

In  the  year  1847  Mr.  Laverty  purchased  his  first 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  on  section 
25,  Wabash  Township,  which  he  cleared  and  greatly 
improved.  He  accumulated  five  thousand  acres  in 
the  course  of  time  and  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  various  enterprises  and  undertakings.  About 
the  time  of  the  war  Mr.  Laverty  ran  a  steamboat 
on  the  Wabash  River.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  was 
very  influential  in  raising  a  company,  of  which  he 
was  offered  the  captaincy,  but  refused,  choosing 
rather  to  go  as  a  private  soldier,  but  later,  as  there 
was  dissatisfaction  in  the  election,  our  subject  went 
in  order  to  get  the  company  to  go.  He  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Ft.  Donelson,  and  in  company  with 
another  private  soldier  gave  orders  to  his  captain 
to  retreat  three  times,  until  reinforced.  In  this 
case  the  private  soldiers  were  really  the  com- 
manders. In  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  during  the  first 
day's  fight,  our  subject  was  wounded  in  the  left 
thigh  and  was  granted  a  thirty-days  furlough. 
He  went  to  Terre  Haute  and  Evansville,  and  was 
examined  at  the  end  of  this  time,  but  found  that 
he  was  unable  to  resume  the  duties,  and  was  con- 
sequently discharged  at  Indianapolis  as  a  Corporal. 
I  n  politics  he  was  a  Whig  before  the  war,  and  has 
been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of  the 
party. 

A  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  September 
12,  1851,  by  which  Miss  Kli/.abeth  Justus  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Wabash 
Township  in  1869,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Aquila 
and  Mary  (Gormely)  Justus,  who  emigrated  from 
Ohio  to  Paike  County,  Ind.,  in  1824.     The  union 


of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laverty  has  been  blessed  with  a 
number  of  children,  as  follows:  Mary,  who  is  de- 
ceased; Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen; 
George,  who  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth;  Irena, 
who  is  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Casto;  Erminie  and  Kit- 
tie  C,  at  home;  and  Jessie  F.,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother,  who  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  called  to  the 
home  beyond  on  August  2,  1890. 


^  ARTHA  E.  GRIFFITH,  M.  D.,  was  born 
near  Madison,  Jefferson  County,  Ind. 
her  parents  being  John  W.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Craven)  Hutchings.  She  received 
the  advantages  of  a  fair  education  at  the  Vernon 
Academy,  and  when  about  twenty-one  began  to 
read  medicine  with  Dr.  N.  Richardson,  an  old 
friend  of  the  family  and  one  of  the  best-known 
pli3'sicians  in  southern  Indiana.  She  has  always  been 
of  a  lively  nature  and  was  a  general  favorite  with 
both  sexes  of  those  near  her  own  age,  but  her  de- 
termination to  read  medicine  was  such  an  unusual 
and  unheard  of  thing  that  it  was  not  long  before 
her  former  friends  had  deserted  her,  and  she  was 
given  to  understand  that  some  of  them  could  not 
accept  as  a  companion  a  girl  who  would  so  break 
awliy  from  all  tradition  as  to  enter  the  practice  of 
medicine.  She  was  shunned  by  some  of  her  former 
companions,  and  everything  was  done  to  dissuade 
her  from  her  intention. 

Although  she  was  almost  ostracised,  she  was  of 
a  determined  mind  and  had  a  strong  will,  and  she 
became  more  determined  than  ever  to  carry  out 
her  plans;  therefore  she  continued  her  studies  and 
became  more  and  more  interested  as  she  searched 
the  depths  of  the  science.  At  this  time  there 
were  but  two  lady  physicians  in  regular  practice 
in  the  State.  One  of  these  was  a  woman  who  has 
been  very  closely  connected  with  the  history  of 
Crawfordsville,  Mrs.  Dr.  Mary  Wilhitt,  and  the 
other  was  Dr.  Mary  Thomas,  of  Kichmond. 

When  prepared,  Miss  Hutchings  repaired  to  the 
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Philadelphia  Woman's  Medical  College  and  mat- 
riculated at  the  opening  of  the  school  in  1866. 
She  continued  her  attendance  there  until  she  grad- 
uated in  March,  1870,  having  spent  some  time  in 
special  hospital  work  and  study  at  the  New  Eng- 
land Hospital  for  Women  at  Boston.  She  was 
the  first  woman  to  enter  a  medical  school  from 
Indiana,  and  her  classmates  were  earnest  women, 
with  similar  views  of  woman's  ability  and  fitness 
for  the  duties  of  a  physician's  life.  Among  these 
were  many  who  have  attained  more  than  local 
prominence  in  medical  life. 

Miss  Hutchings  returned  to  her  old  home  in 
1870  opened  an  office  in  Madison  and  entered 
upon  a  general  practice.  A  lady  physician  was 
still  something  strange  to  the  people,  and  as  she 
had  expected  her  practice  grew  slowly.  She  real- 
ized that  time  and  time  only  could  overcome  the 
old-established  predjudices,  but  her  ever  gentle 
manner,  guided  by  the  heart  of  a  true  woman, 
brought  her  friends  and  practice.  She  met  with 
success  in  her  treatment  of  cases  from  the  start, 
and  in  no  long  time  was  widely  known  as  a  suc- 
cessful practitioner. 

Miss  Hutchings  remained  at  Madison  until  her 
union  for  life  with  Dr.  Griffith  and  she  has  since 
kept  up  her  practice  at  Darlington  and  Crawfords- 
ville.  Since  the  death  of  her  predecessor  and 
friend,  Mrs.  Wilhitt,  who  has  but  recently  been 
called  higher,  Mrs.  Griffith  is  the  only  lady  phy- 
sician in  Montgomeiy  Count)'.  She  is  highly 
respected  by  the  members  of  the  profession,  who 
for  some  years  made  her  Vice-President  of  the 
Medical  Society,  in  which  she  is  an  active  and  in- 
fluential worker.  Her  practice  in  recent. years  has 
grown  more  toward  the  diseases  of  women  and 
children,  and  in  these  she  is  considered  emi- 
nently successful  in  her  treatments.  She  is  a  lady 
of  wide  information,  and  while  she  keeps  abreast 
with  the  advances  made  in  her  profession,  she  also 
finds  time  to  keep  familiar  with  the  efforts  made 
by  other  as  earnest  women  who  are  working  for 
the  advancement  of  the  sex.  Dr.  Griffith  is  a 
member  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union,  and  has  frequently  attended  the  State  con- 
ventions as  a  delegate.  The  demands  of  a  practice 
and  a  family  preclude  her  engaging  more  fully  in 


the  great  work,  yet  every  move  meets  with  her 
sympathy,  and  she  takes  much  pleasure  in  the  fact 
that  a  time  has  come,  when  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  a  woman  may  be  a  doctor  and  still  retain 
her  refinement  and  tenderness.  In  her,  woman 
suffrage  finds  a  supporter,  and  the  venerable 
mother  (now  deceased)  of  Frances  E.  Willard  cast- 
ing her  vote  at  Evanston  was  to  her  a  sight  worth  y 
of  imitation.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps,  and  also  of  the  Woman's  Aid  So- 
ciety of  the  Christian  Church. 

Mrs.  Griffith  has  been  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren: Helen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  one- 
half  years;  and  James  Barton,  a  student  in  the 
Sophomore  class  at  Wabash  College.  Mrs.  Griffith 
is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society. 
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"Sp^lXUM  NEWLIN.  The  citizens  of  Parke 
fe)  County  are  all  familiar  with  the  name  of 
/!' — *)  this  prominent  contractor  and  builder,  who 
is  also  one  of  the  most  active  workers  in  the 
Society  of  Friends.  He  is  the  owner  of  fifteen 
acres  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Bloomingdale, 
and  is  himself  a  resident  of  Penn  Township.  A 
man  of  great  ability,  he  has  won  considerable 
local  reputation  as  a  poetical  writer,  and  his  writ- 
ings have  been  widely  published  and  read. 

The  ancestry  of  our  subject  is  traced  to  distin- 
guished residents  of  England.  Nicholas  Newlin, 
who  emigrated  to  America  in  1682,  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Nicholas  Newlin,  of  Canterbury,  England, 
who  was  born  about  the  year  1580.  He  was 
descended  from  Sir  Randolph  de  la  Newlandee. 
landlord  of  Newlandee  Hall,  of  Essex  Manor.  The 
first  representative  of  the  family  in  the  United 
States  brought  with  him  a  pack  of  hounds  and 
about  twenty  horses,  which  would  lead  one  to  sup- 
pose that  he  must  have  been  an  English  fox-hunt- 
ing squire.  At  his  request,  he  received  a  certificate 
from  the  Society  of  Friends  at  Cork,  Ireland,  which 
gave  him  permission  to  emigrate  to  America. 

Upon  arriving  in  this  country,  Nicholas  Newlin 
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settled  in  Concord,  Pa.,  where  as  early  as  1687  the 
meetings  of  the  Friends  were  held  in  his  house. 
In  1683  a  warrant  for  ten  thousand  acres  of  land 
was  granted  to  him  by  William  Penn,  which  is  now 
Newland  Township,  and  during  the  same  year  he 
was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Nothing 
further  is  known  concerning  his  life  history.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  suhject,  John  Newlin, 
settled  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  married  Mary 
Pyle  and  reared  several  children  to  manhood  and 
womanhood.  In  that  State,  after  a  long  and  use- 
ful life,  he  closed  his  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  earth. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Na- 
thaniel Newlin,  was  horn  in  North  Carolina  May 
11,  1768,  and  on  the  13th  of  August,  1794,  he 
married  Miss  Catherine  Hadley,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred on  May  1,  1772.  Ten  children  blessed  the 
union,  and  they  were  named  as  follows:  John, 
Joseph,  Mary  (Mrs.  Enoch  Morrison),  Jacob,  Han- 
nah (Mrs.  James  Siler),  Duncan,  Eleanor  (Mrs- 
Exum  Morris),  James,  Ruth  (Mrs.  William  M. 
Woodard),  and  Eli.  All  are  deceased  with  the 
exception  of  Eli,  who  was  born  in  1815  and  now 
resides  in  Bloomingdale,  Parke  County,  Ind.  The 
occupation  of  Nathaniel  Newlin  in  early  life  was 
that  of  a  farmer,  but  in  later  years  he  followed 
the  trade  of  a  harness-maker. 

In  1826  Grandfather  Newlin  removed  to  Parke 
County,  Ind.,  where  for  one  winter  he  made  his 
home  near  Rockvillc,  but  afterward  entered  land 
where  the  depot  now  stands,  and  his  son  Eli  has 
lived  there  ever  since  that  time.  He  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  for  fifty 
years  was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  Quakers 
in  his  comm unity.  The  original  name  of  the  meet- 
ing place  was  Elevalis,  which  by  his  request  was 
changed  to  Bloomlield,and  later  was  transferred  to 
Bloomingdale.  His  political  affiliations  in  youth 
were  with  the  Whigs  and  later  were  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 

The  father  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of 
Jacob  Newlin  and  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
February  27,  1801.  After  his  marriage  became  to 
Indiana  and  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  in  Parke  County,  where  he  remained  until 
death  closed  his  career,  February  17,  1815.  lie 
and    his    wile,    whose    maiden     name    was    Sarah 


Woody,  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Sina,  who  married  Andrew  Tomlinson  and  is  now 
deceased;  Levi;  Exum,  of  this  sketch;  Ira;  Ma- 
tilda, now  Mrs.  Joseph  Boyd;  Emily,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty  .years,  and  John.  The  journey 
from  North  Carolina  to  Indiana  was  made  in 
wagons  and  consumed  seven  weeks.  The  first 
home  of  the  family  was  a  house  constructed  of 
round  logs,  having  a  puncheon  floor  and  a  stick 
chimney.  The  father  built  the  first  barn  in  the 
county,  which  for  years  was  used  by  his  neighbors 
for  storing  their  grain.  He  improved  about  one- 
half  the  acreage  of  the  farm,  and  there  made  his 
home  as  long  as  he  lived.  Like  his  father,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  in  his  i 
political  views  was  a  Republican. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
John  and  Mary  (Holiday)  Woody,  of  whom  fur- 
ther mention  is  made  in  the  biography  of  W.  C. 
Woody,  published  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Orange  County, 
N.  C,  in  1807,  and  makes  her  home  in  Rockville 
with  her  daughter,  Matilda  Boyd.  Exum  Newlin 
remained  with  his  parents  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  when  he  married  Miss  Ann,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Pickett.  She  is  a 
native  of  Penn  Township  and  is  one  of  four  chil- 
dren, having  had  a  twin  sister  who  now  is  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newlin  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Alonzo;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  John  W. 
Allee;  Sarah;  Alice,  Mrs.  Robert  N.  Naris;  and 
John  P.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Newlin  came 
into  possession  of  eighty  acres  by  his  wife,  and 
upon  this  property,  which  is  located  northwest  of 
Annapolis,  he  made  his  home  for  thirteen  years. 
There  his  wife  died. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Newlin  united  him 
with  Elizabeth    Kersey,  who   was    born    in    Parke 
County,  Ind.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Jeniimah  Kersey,  natives  of  North  Carolina.     Thej 
ceremony  which    united  Mr.  and    Mrs.  Newlin    in] 
wedlock  occurred  in  1864,  and  one  child  was  born 
unto    them,  a    daughter,    who    died  in  childhood. 
In  his  political  connections  Mr.  Newlin  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  since 
1888.    lie  and  his  wife  are  Quakers,  and  he  is  cor-  j 
respondent  of  the  monthly  meeting. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


589 


Poem. 


BY   EXDM   NKWI.IN. 


In  the  Eastern  Hemisphere. 

The  place  our  ancient  fathers  were, 

They  were  from  the  town  of  Cork,  you  see, 

Their  names  at  first  were  Newlandees. 

Seven  hundred  years  have  come  and  gone 
Since  our  first  ancestry  was  born, 
But  how  their  name  did  first  originate 
Is  more  than  I  am  able  now  to  state. 

A  person  who  had  a  very  strong  mind 
Concluded  he  would  a  better  country  find. 
So  having  this  country  in  view 
Sailed  in  the  3rear  1682. 

Nicholas  was  the  first  one  we  see 
Who  ever  came  across  the  sea, 
And  when  he  landed  on  our  shore 
Came  by  the  way  of  Baltimore. 

And  then  to  the  West  he  was  bound 
Until  William  Fenn  he  found. 
Penn,  wishing  to  keep  him  in  his  band, 
Gave  him  10,000  acres  of  land. 

His  nephew  John,  who  was  young  and  stout, 
Concluded  lie  would  emigrate  to  the  South. 
After  reaching  there  and  putting  on  style, 
Married  a  lady  by  the  name  of  Mary  Pyle. 

Nathaniel,  who  was  their  youngest  child, 
Always  wore  on  his  face  a  pleasant  smile. 
Believing  it  would  all  be  right 
Took  unto  himself  a  loving  wife. 

Catharine  Hartley  was  the  woman  he  wed, 
Unto  her  he  was  faithful  until  she  was  rteart. 
Ten  children  unto  them  were  born, 
And  the}'  mostly  lived  on  farms. 

John  was  the  first  son  we  see 
Who  had  a  large  family. 
He  working  at  the  carpenter  trade 
And  alwaj's  keeping  his  debts  paid. 

Ruth  Woody  was  his  faithful  wife, 
A  faithful  partner  on  through  life, 
But  in  the  year  of  forty-one 
He  died  and  left  her  with  his  sons. 

Joseph  was  the  second  son, 
But  to  Indiana  he  never  come, 
Believing  it  was  not  best  to  roam 
Was  nearly  always  found  at  his  home. 


He  living  in  North  Carolina 
Had  a  daughter  named  Delphina, 
His  family  being  very  large 
He  necessarily  hart  to  work  hard. 

Mary  next  after  the  two  sons 
Married  one  Enoch  Morrison, 
Five  children  unto  them  were  given; 
Two  of  them  have  entered  the  pearly  gates  of 
Heaven. 

Mary  being  left  early  a  widow 

Had  several  things  to  consider, 

But  as  the  seasons  come  and  go 

Her  children  all  have  good  families  you  know. 

Jacob  was  of  medium  size 
But  died  in  the  year  of  forty-five. 
Sarah  Woody  became  his  wife 
All  along  the  journey  of  his  life. 

He  being  faithful  and  kind, 

Left  seven  children  behind. 

Ira,  the  middle  one,  3'et  not  least  of  all, 

Has  many  a  time  for  sinners  called 

To  corne  and  give  up  their  wicked  thoughts 
That  their  souls  might  not  be  lost, 
To  repent  of  their  many  sins 
And  to  be  read}'  to  enter  in. 

Hannah,  as  the  book  hast  told, 
Was  the  nest  that  entered  the  fold. 
James  Slier  unto  Hannah  said 
"If  thee  is  willing  we'll  be  wed." 

And  as  the  records  plainly  show 

They  were  married  sixty-live  years  ago. 

Elwood  being  the  only  child  left 

Is  preaching  Christ  and  righteousness. 

Duncan  was  not  a  scripture  name, 
But  he  was  a  tanner  all  the  same. 
Duncan  being  of  a  strong  mind, 
Married  Elenor  Lindley  in  twenty-nine. 

Five  children  unto  them  were  given, 
And  three  of  them  are  now  living; 
Two  have  passed  to  the  other  shore 
And  we  see  their  faces  here  no  more. 

Elenor,  some  larger  than  the  rest, 
Always  wore  a  very  neat  dress. 
Her  husband,  Exum  Morris,  of  renown, 
Lived  and  died  in  Flainfield  town. 

Four  of  their  children  have  been  called  away, 
Their  bodies  lie  beneath  the  clay; 
The  rest  are  scattered  far  and  wide, 
We  hope  that  thej'  are  satisfied. 
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James,  being  a  scripture  name, 
Made  boots  and  shoes  all  the  same. 
Dinah  Morrison  being  of  short  life, 
Mary  Woody  became  his  second  wife. 

Four  of  their  children  have  ceased  to  be, 
Their  spirits  have  gone  to  eternity; 
The  othei  four  are  left  behind, 
Doing  their  best  to  help  mankind. 

Ruth,  who  in  the  Bible  we  read 
Gathered  up  the  golden  seed, 
William  Woodard,  who  owned  some  land, 
Ruth  chose  him  to  be  her  husband. 

Their  children  four  are  an  unbroken  band, 
Widely  separated  in  this  land, 
And  if  they  should  never  all  meet  on  earth 
They  surely  all  have  had  new  births. 

As  I've  been  summing  up  the  past 
I've  come  to  Uncle  Eli  at  last, 
And  hope  to  make  a  friendly  call 
By  saying  he  outlived  them  all. 

Asenath  Reynolds  was  his  first  wife, 
Making  Quaker  coats  along  through  life, 
But  in  the  year  of  seventy-nine 
Left  this  world  and  all  behind. 

Lueinda  Connelly  next  we  see 

Was  added  to  his  family, 

She  being  his  second  wife 

Is  cheering  him  up  in  declining  life. 

And  may  it  ever  be  his  lot 
To  live  on  that  sacred  spot, 
His  father  having  entered  it, 
Friends  many  times  with  him  have  sit. 

Nathaniel's  generation  as  it  now  stands 
Is  scattered  over  this  fair  land, 
Numbering  about  twenty-five  score, 
About  one  third  have  left  this  shore. 

Some    of    his  great-grandchildren   to  college 

have  went, 
Some  to  Legislature  have  been  sent, 
Some  have  set  on  the  judge's  bench 
But  none  have  ever  to  prison  been  sent. 

No  lawyer  in  the  family  has  been  found, 
Plenty  of  mechanics  often  make  their  ham- 
mers to  sound, 
Plenty  of  school  teachers  in  their  prime 
Teaching  the  children  and  helping  mankind. 


Now  as  my  poem  does  not  rhyme 
You  can  have  a  copy  for  a  dime, 
And  as  I  am  nearing  sixty-two 
I'll  bid  you  all  a  friendly  adieu. 


=*r=§i"<*H^~^(ir 


"V }  AMES  BALL,  who  resides  on  section  31, 
Wayne  Township,  is  the  son  of  a  pioneer 
^.  I  of  Montgomery  County,  and  is  numbered 
^g^  among  the  farmers  and  stockmen  of  the 
present  day  who  are  so  ably  sustaining  and  ex- 
tending the  work  so  well  begun  by  their  fathers 
in  making  this  a  well-developed  agricultural  center. 
Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  born  March  2,  1817.  His  father,  whose 
given  name  was  Dennis,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1776.  He  was  a  volunteer  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  had  a  brother,  Henry,  who  served  in  the  same 
war.  The  latter  was  taken  prisoner  and  held  by 
the  Indians  twelve  years.  He  adopted  their  cus- 
toms and  habits,  and  finally  married  the  old  chief's 
daughter. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Montgomery 
County  in  1826,  in  the  early  years  of  its  settle- 
ment, being  thirteen  days  on  the  way  from  Butler 
Count}'.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wayne 
Township,  where  he  bought  of  the  Government 
five  eighty-acre  tracts  of  land.  His  first  work 
after  the  land  came  into  his  possession  was  to  cut 
down  trees  with  which  to  build  a  log  cabin  to 
shelter  his  family.  He  proved  himself  a  useful 
addition  to  the  pioneer  workers  of  the  county,  and 
his  death  in  1839  was  considered  a  loss  to  the 
community.  The  following  is  recorded  of  the 
children  reared  by  himself  and  wife:  Martha,  born 
July  22,  1808,  married  David  Rusk,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 29,  1846;  Johanna,  born  December  28,1809, 
married  John  Rusk,  and  died  September  1,  1864; 
Abigail,  born  October  28,  1811,  married  Edwin 
Quick,  and  died  October  6,  1846;  Natha  was  born 
January  30,  1813,  and  married  a  Mrs.  Moore,  who 
died  May  4,  1852;  Isaiah,  who  was  born  April  10, 
1815,  died  July  10, 1839;  James  was  born  in  1817; 
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Nancy,  who  was  born  December  13,  1818,  married 
A.  D.  Fields;  Salome,  who  was  born  April  22,  1821, 
married  A.  Heath;  ,and  Sarah,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1822,  married  Jack  Millen,  and  died 
May  18,  1883. 

When  our  subject  started  out  in  life  he  received 
some  assistance  from  his  mother.  He  first  settled 
on  the  old  homestead  after  his  marriage  in  1840, 
and  he  and  his  bride  spent  the  first  three  years  of 
their  wedded  life  in  a  humble  log  cabin.  But  lit- 
tle of  the  land  had  been  improved  and  it  was  cov- 
ered with  timber,  except  what  had  been  cleared  by 
his  father.  Mr.  Bail  Lias  now  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  fine  land  in  all,  and  one  hundred 
acres  of  it  are  under  the  best  tillage.  He  devotes 
it  to  grain-raising  and  to  raising  blooded  stock, 
of  which  he  has  sorre  fine  specimens.  His  build- 
ings are  of  a  good  class,  and  evidences  of  thrift 
and  wise  management  are  seen  on  every  hand. 

Mr.  Ball  was  married  in  this  township  February 
11,  1840,  to  Miss  Kittie, daughter  of  N.  and  Jerusha 
'•Huff.  Of  their  large  family,  Isaiah,  who  was  born 
in  the  year  1840,  married  Mary  Chambers,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  in  Marion  Count y,  Iowa; 
Druzilla,  who  was  born  in  1841,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in  1842,  married 
Sarah  Snyder,  and  is  a  carpenter  in  Iowa;  Dennis, 
who  was  born  in  1844,  married  Minnie  Raleigh, 
and  is  a  carpenter  at  Manitou  Springs,  Colo.;  Rob- 
ert is  a  carpenter  at  Mitchellville,  Iowa,  who  was 
born  December  22,  1845,  and  married  Mary  Good- 
all;  Albert,  who  was  born  in  1848,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Benjamin,  who  was  born  in  1849,  married 
Elmeda  Schenk,  and  resides  on  his  father's  farm; 
G.  W.,  who  was  born  in  1851,  married  Lottie 
Heath,  and  is  a  lawyer  by  profession;  Marguerite, 
who  was  born  October  8,  1853,  lives  with  her  par- 
ents; and  Jerusha,  who  was  born  October  1,  1857, 
died  January  28,  1876.  The  Ball  family  was  rep- 
resented in  the  late  war  by  the  eldest  sou,  Isaiah, 
who  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry 
under  Capt.  Johnson,  and  served  nobly  for  three 
years. 

Throughout  his  career  our  subject  has  main- 
tained a  high  reputation  as  a  man  of  signal  prob- 
ity, who  is  eminently  worthy  of  the  trust  imposed 
in    him    by  his  fellow-citizens,  who  have  several 


times  called  upon  him  to  represent  Wayne  Town- 
ship on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  has 
discharged  his  official  duties  punctually,  with  great 
capability,  and  with  an  eye  single  to  the  public 
good.  An  active  worker  in  politics,  Mr.  Ball  is  a 
very  serviceable  member  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Since  the  above  was  written  our  subject  has  sold 
the  most  of  his  landed  estate  and  has  retired  on 
one  corner  of  the  old  farm.  He  is  the  possessor 
of  one  of  the  old  long-string  clocks,  which  his 
father  bought  in  1828.  It  is  still  running  and 
keeps  good  time. 


YfJAMES  STUCKER  was  one  of  the  promi- 
]  nent  and  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  Troy 
.^  i  Township,  Fountain  County,  and  was  quite 
^gi//'  as  conspicuous  for  his  unostentatious  and 
quiet  manners,  as  for  his  intelligence  and  ability 
and  the  praiseworthy  manner  in  which  he  con- 
ducted his  business  affairs.  He  was  horn  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky  in  1825,  and  came  to  Indiana 
when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  His  father, 
Valentine  Stucker,  as  well  as  his  mother,  was  born 
in  Scott  County,  Ky.  Upon  starting  out  in  life 
for  himself,  James  Stucker  settled  on  the  farm  on 
which  his  widow  is  now  residing,  which  at  that 
time  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  and  as  he  accumu- 
lated means  he  continued  to  make  additional  pur- 
chases until  he  became  the  owner  of  five  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  well  im- 
proved and  in  an  admirable  state  of  cultivation. 
He  built  him  a  handsome  modern  residence  of  nine 
rooms  in  1870,  which  cost  hiin  about  $3,000,  the 
timbers  used  in  its  construction  being  cut  on  his 
own  place.  He  was  a  man  who  always  grasped  at 
opportunities  for  bettering  his  condition,  but  it 
was  never  at  the  expense  of  others.  He  was  care- 
ful in  his  expenditures,  prudently  looking  forward 
to  a  rainy  day,  for  he  had  to  labor  hard  to  ac- 
cumulate what  he  had  and  knew  the  value  of 
every  dollar.  It  was  always  his  ambition  to  have 
everything  comfortable  for  his  family,  and  as  the 
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most  of  his  undertakings  prospered,  he  settled 
down  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  well-earned  rest. 
lie  received  the  advantages  that  are  offered  in  the 
common  schools,  and  being  a  boy  of  intelligence 
his  opportunities  in  this  respect  were  improved. 

In  1845  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Martha  Blue,  whose  father  and  mother  were 
residents  of  Virginia,  her  birth  having  occurred  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  in  1826.  She  came  to 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  with  her  parents  when  she 
was  ten  years  of  age,  and  they  settled  on  the  road 
to  Covington,  where  her  father  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  re- 
sided until  1859,  when  he  and  his  family  took  up 
their  residence  in  Covington.  Of  their  family  of 
children,  Ezekiel  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1828,  and 
died  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  Nettie  was  born 
in  Ohio  in  1830,  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Brown,  a 
bridge-builder,  by  whom  she  became  the  mother  of 
three  children,  and  is  now  deceased.  Richard  was 
born  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1832,  became  a 
bridge-builder  by  occupation,  and  resided  above  At- 
tica. He  was  married  and  at  his  death,  in  1889,  left 
three  children.  Ellen  was  born  in  this  county  in 
1834,  and  married  Edward  Mosher,  a  farmer,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children.  Rachel  was  born  in 
1842,  married  a  Mr.  Ilartman,  by  whom  she  has  five 
children,  and  is  a  resident  of  Fountain  Count}'. 
John  was  born  in  this  county,  was  married  to  a  Miss 
Murray,  by  whom  he  is  the  father  of  two  children, 
and  is  following  the  occupation  of  farming.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  had  a  brother  and  sister,  the 
former  of  whom,  J.  Samuel,  was  born  in  1829,  and 
is  deceased.  The  latter,  Anna  Liza,  was  born  in 
1827. 

John  Stucker,  another  brother,  came  to  Foun- 
tain County  in  1815,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Ella 
Morris,  and  they  now  reside  on  a  fine  and  well- 
improved  farm  of  four  hundred  acres  in  Fountain 
County.  lie  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Mary,  who  was  born  in  the 
year  1818,  and  was  married  to  Sam  Bilsland,  a 
farmer  of  this  county,  by  whom  she  has  four 
children;  and  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  the  year 
1802,  was  married  to  Miss  Inez  Nations,  by  whom 
he  has  three  children,  and  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead.    James    Stucker   was  always  a   very 


strong  Republican  and  was  active  in  the  political 
affairs  of  his  section,  although  he  was  never  an 
aspirant  for  office.  His  death  occurred  when  just 
in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  in  1888,  of 
typhoid  fever,  and  in  him  the  county  lost  a  valu- 
able and  public-spirited  citizen,  his  loss  to  his  im- 
mediate family  as  well  as  his  numerous  friends  be- 
ing untold.  He  was  a  kind  and  loving  father,  a 
devoted  husband,  and  there  were  few  men  in  the 
county  who  were  more  respected  or  looked  up  to 
than  was  he.  His  widow  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church  since  thirteen  years  of  age 
and  is  very  active  iu  religious  work. 


&-3£hs@ 
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OLIVER  A.  HITCH,  who  is  a  general  mer- 
chant at  Steam  Corners,  and  also  deals  ex- 
tensively in  live-stock,  is  one  of  the  most 
wide-awake  and  popular  business  men  of  Foun- 
tain County,  besides  being  a  well-known  figure  in 
its  political  circles  and  in  its  public  and  social  life, 
lie  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Gibson  County, 
April  13,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Zachanah 
Hitch,  who  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del., 
in  1819,  and  was  of  English  parentage.  Zacha- 
riah  Hitch's  earlv  years  were  passed  in  the  county 
of  his  nativity,  and  in  his  youth  he  learned  how 
to  do  all  kinds  of  farm  work.  In  1842  he  mi- 
grated to  this  State  from  his  old  home,  and  bought 
a  farm  in  Gibson  County.  He  was  there  married 
to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Archibald  Spain,  who 
was  a  prominent  farmer  and  early  settlor  of  that 
count}-.  Mr.  Hitch  devoted  himself  to  the  im- 
provement of  his  farm,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  March  6,  1888,  he  had  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  and  one-half 
acres  of  land,  which  he  had  literally  hewed  from 
the  primeval  forests  that  abounded  in  that  region 
when  he  settled  there,  and  he  left  behind  him  a 
worthy  record  as  a  valuable  pioneer,  as  a  most  ex- 
cellent citizen,  and  as  a  true  Christian  and  zoal- 
ous  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Of  his  nine  children,  these  five  are  still  living: 


.m 
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Thomas  A.,  James  M.,  Oliver  A.,  Harrison  C.  and 
Austin.  Thomas,  James  and  Harrison  reside  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Gibson  County,  while  Aus- 
tin is  engaged  in  the  profession  of  teaching  in 
this  county. 

Oliver  Hitch  passed  his  boyhood  on  his  father's 
farm  and  was  principally  educated  at  Patoka. 
After  leaving  school  he  worked  in  that  town  as 
clerk  in  a  general  and  agricultural  implement 
store,  and  the  knowledge  of  trade  thus  acquired 
was  useful  to  him  when  he  went  into  business  for 
himself.  When  he  first  came  to  this  count}'  he 
engaged  in  the  wood  business  until  June,  1888, 
when  he  bought  the  store  at  Steam  Corners  of  Mr. 
Wallace  that  he  now  manages.  This  is  the  only 
store  in  the  place  and  has  an  extensive  patronage, 
not  only  from  the  villagers,  but  from  outsiders 
far  and  near.  It  is  a  good-sized  establishment. 
Mr.  Hitch  does  not  confine  his  talent  for  business 
entirely  to  the  management  of  his  store  by  any 
means,  but  is  extensively  engaged  in  dealing  in 
live  stock,  and  he  also  represents  the  Crawfords- 
ville  Live  Stock  Insurance  Com  pan}'  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  county.  His  wife  is  Postmistress  at 
Steam  Corners,  and  as  an  intelligent  and  obliging 
official  is  giving  perfect  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hitch  were  united  in  marriage 
August  24,  1883,  and  theirs  is  one  of  the  cosiest 
and  most  hospitable  homes  in  the  village,  presided 
over  with  true  grace  by  its  mistress,  who  finds 
time  aside  from  outside  duties  to  set  the  house- 
hold machinery  running  smoothly.  Her  union 
with  our  subject  has  been  blessed  with  a  daughter, 
Delia,  who  is  seven  years  old,  and  a  sou,  Oliphant, 
one  year  old.  Mrs.  Hitch,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Nannie  J.  Pevler,  is  a  daughter  of  Leonard 
C.  Pevler,  a  well-known  resident  of  this  county 
and  one  of  its  pioneers.  He  is  the  father  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
The  sons,  all  of  whom  reside  in  this  county,  are 
Bloomer,  Lemuel,  George  M.  and  Christian.  The 
daughters  are  Kate,  wife  of  David  T.  Oliver,  who 
is  in  business  at  Yeddo;  Belle,  wife  of  Abner 
Henry,  of  Bloomington;  Lizzie,  wife  of  B.  F. 
Myers,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  and  Mrs.  Hitch. 

Our  subject  is  an  intelligent  and  public-spirited 

29 


citizen,  who  has  the  interests  of  the  community 
at  heart,  and  his  name  is  associated  with  its  prog- 
ress. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  his  relig- 
ious faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  as  is  his  wife  also.  Socially, 
his  relations  are  with  the  Masons,  and  he  is  actively 
identified  with  the  work  of  the  fraternity  as  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  314,  at  Kingman.  He  holds 
the  office  of  Trustee  of  his  township,  and  he  uses 
his  influence  to  help  forward  any  enterprise  that 
will  in  any  way  prove  of  benefit  to  his  fellow- 
citizens. 


VfpsiDWARD  HUTTON,  another  one  of  the 
fe)  representatives  of  Washington  Township, 
IV — ^  Parke  County,  whose  life  of  toil  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  of  past  years  has  brought  him 
ample  rewards  and  a  life  of  ease,  is  now  a  resident 
of  Marshall.  He  is  the  son  of  Edward  and  Ellen 
(Heigliter)  Hutton,  born  in  Virginia,  August  17, 
1804.  His  father  was  the  son  of  John  Hutton,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  after  his  marriage 
came  to  Virginia,  where  he  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  all  his  life.  Edward  Hutton  was 
born  in  Virginia,  remaining  on  the  farm  with  his 
parents  until  his  union  with  Ellen,  a  daughter  of 
Abraham  Heigliter.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born 
six  children,  whom  they  named  John,  Abraham, 
William,  Edward,  Mary  A.  and  Francis.  The  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  in  which  he  was  a  zealous  worker. 
Politically,  he  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Whig  party. 
The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  at  the 
youthful  age  of  nineteen  years  to  Miss  Nancy 
Smith,  and  after  one  year  of  wedded  bliss  he  was 
thrown  on  his  own  resources.  He  became  the  fa- 
ther of  the  following  children:  Hugh  S.,  William 
H,  James  E.,  Samuel  P.  and  Mary  J.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  William  Wetherford.  After  the  decease 
of  his  wife,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Sophia  Fergi- 
son,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Sarah  (Prage) 
Holland.     Mrs.  Hutton  is  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
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having  been  born  in  1822.  She  and  her  husband 
are  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  they  have  been  members  since  their  arrival 
in  Parke  County,  in  1831,  Mr.  Hutton  acting  as 
Deacon  of  that  church  for  nine  years.  Politically 
he  has  been  a  Republican  until  recently,  when  he 
cast  his  vote  for  the  Prohibition  candidates. 

Beginning  at  the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder, 
this  honorable  gentleman  has  aimed  high  in  life, 
and  by  ever  looking  upward,  relying  on  his  own 
responsibility,  he  has  gradually  worked  his  way 
through  life  until  he  now  is  enabled  to  settle 
down  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  pl^sical  comfort 
and  those  social  pleasures  that  his  adequate  means' 
and  good  tastes  make  possible  and  agreeable. 


IpiJpI^i.  pi—  0 


\f^^   N.   CORDING,  an  enterprising  citizen  and 
IWf     representative    business    man    of    Win  gate, 

ir\i\ 

'M  *  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  materially  im- 
proved the  appearance  of  the  main  thor- 
oughfare of  his  town  in  1891,  when  he  erected 
thereon  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  commo- 
dious brick  blocks  in  that  section  of  the  State.  As 
a  prosperous  merchant,  and  a  leader  in  matters  of 
local  interest,  he  is  widely  known  and  respected, 
and,  although  not  a  native-born  American,  is 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  Constitution  and 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  one  of  its 
enthusiastic  supporters. 

Born  in  England  in  1852,  our  subject  remained 
in  the  Queen's  dominions  until  he  was  nineteen 
years  of  age.  The  place  of  his  nativity  was  Som- 
ersetshire, a  county  which  contains  many  remains 
of  antiquity,  and  has  been  the  theatre  of  many  re- 
markable events  in  English  history.  Much  of  its 
soil  is  very  fertile,  and  upon  one  of  its  well-tilled 
farms  the  father  and  mother  of  R.  N.  Cording 
lived  a  full  score  of  years.  The  parents,  John 
and  Jane  (Norrish)  Cording,  were  both  natives  of 
England,  and  in  that  country  reared  a  large  family 
of  active,  healthy  girls  and  boys.  The  children 
were  nine  in  number;  one  (lied  in  early  infancy,  a 


daughter  grew  to  womanhood  and  passed  away, 
but  seven  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  are  yet  living 
and  actively  engaged  in  life's  duties. 

The  children  weie  named  respectively :  Edward, 
R.  N.,  John,  William,  Anna  (deceased);  Lucy,  tbe 
wife  of  John  Menson,  residing  at  South  Haven, 
Mich;  Laura,  wife  of  William  Herron,  whose  home 
is  in  the  town  of  Attica,  Ind.;  and  Thomas,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Grand  Haven,  Mich.  The 
father  is  .yet  living  and  makes  his  home  in  Mulli- 
gan, at  South  Haven,  lie  has  been  a  life-long 
agriculturist,  and  was  a  successful  fanner  in  his 
native  land,  but,  after  due  consideration,  decided 
to  emigrate  with  his  family  to  the  United  States. 
In  1871,  the  family  embarked  for  America,  and 
after  a  tedious  voyage  landed  upon  our  shores. 
Without  much  loss  of  time,  they  reached  Illinois, 
upon  whose  broad  prairies  they  found  a  pleasant 
home,  but  did  not  long  remain  together. 

Our  subject  on  arriving  in  Illinois  first  located 
in  Forrest,  where  he  remained  but  one  year.  He 
then  came  to  Indiana  and  engaged  to  work  by  the 
month  for  Hugh  Meharry,  a  well-known  resident 
of  Montgomery  County.  An  active,  intelligent 
young  man,  thoroughly  versed  in  the  round  of 
daily  farming  duties,  Mr.  Cording  gave  satisfac- 
tion to  his  employer,  and  continued  m  his  service 
four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he 
found  a  home  and  employment  with  Isaac  Meharry, 
for  whom  he  worked  faithfully  three  years.  Then, 
having  attained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
ways,  methods  and  profits  of  stock-raising,  and  the 
general  management  of  agricultural  interests,  he 
determined  to  become  his  own  employer,  and  to 
this  end  located  on  a  neighboring  farm. 

Before  beginning  life  for  himself,  our  subject 
wisely  married,  choosing  for  a  life  partner  Miss 
Ellen  P.  Dick,  a  native  of  this  country,  and  a  most 
estimable  lady.  Together  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cording 
began  their  home  life  upon  the  farm, and  there  re- 
mained for  twelve  years.  The  wife,  a  faithful  help- 
mate, busied  herself  with  indoor  duties,  while  our 
subject,  sowing  and  reaping,  and  variously  em- 
ployed in  necessary  agricultural  labor,  was  yearly 
bringing  the  land  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. In  December,  1890,  Mr.  Cording  sold  out 
his  farming  interests,  and  removed  to  his   present 
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home  in  Wingate.  Here  he  was  not  long  idle,  al- 
most immediately  entering  into  a  partnership  with 
Mr.  Sturm.  The  succeeding  year  our  subject  built 
the  substantial  block  of  which  we  have  before 
spoken.  Mr.  Cording  is  an  active  Democrat,  and 
is  sociallj'  and  fraternally  connected  with  various 
organizations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Detective  Association,  is  also  a  Knight  Templar  of 
the  Masonic  order,  and  a  Knight  of  P.vthias.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cording  occupj'  a  prominent  social  posi- 
tion in  Wingate,  and  are  specially  interested  in  all 
matters  of  public  welfare. 


jj?  BNER  S.  GRAY,   an  enterprising  citizen 
S^/Ull    and    prosperous    general    agriculturist  of 

(s  Jackson  Township, Fountain  County, Ind., 
was  born  upon  the  well-kept  and  valuable 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject  were  William  B.  and  Nancy 
(Beacham)  Gray.  Grandfather  Gray  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  a  family  of  Grays  whose  nativity 
was  in  old  Ireland.  His  son  William  was  the  fifth 
child  of  the  family  of  sons  and  daughters.  Will- 
iam, named  in  honor  of  his  father,  became  the 
husband  of  Mary  Sprague,  and  the  wedded  pair 
had  born  unto  them  two  sons,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the37oungest. 

The  elder  brother  is  the  well-known  resident  of 
Montgomery  County,  Joseph  H.  Gray.  The  father 
and  mother  of  Abner  and  Joseph  werebotli  natives 
of  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  there  received  their 
early  training  and  went  to  school,  and  grew  up  to 
mature  years  and  weie  married.  The  date  of  their 
union  was  in  1834,  and  after  housekeeping  for  two 
years  in  their  childhood  home,  they  removed  to 
Fountain  County,  where  they  received  the  gift  of 
some  land  located  by  our  subject's  grandfather. 
Upon  this  homestead  William  and  Mary  Gray  be- 
gan their  pioneer  life  in  a  humble  log  cabin.  The 
young  couple  were  both  faithful  members  of  the 
Methodist   Episcopal    Church,   and    in  their  little 


home  upon  the  broad  prairies  of  Indiana  there 
gathered  every  other  Sunday  a  band  of  earnest 
worshipers,  intent  only  upon  thanking  God  for  all 
His  mercies  with  song  and  fervent  words  of  prayer. 

Nearly  sixty  years  have  passed  since  first  the 
religious  settlers  of  the  neighborhood  assembled  in 
the  happy  home,  and  few,  if  any,  of  the  worshipers 
now  survive.  The  young  farmer  who  tilled  his 
land  industriously  through  the  week  and  kept  the 
Sabbath  devoutly,  was  almost  as  ardent  in  his  po- 
litical belief  as  he  was  in  religious  doctrine.  He 
was  a  stalwart  Democrat,  and  ever  cast  his  vote 
with  the  party.  Upon  the  old  farm,  fast  yielding 
to  patient  cultivation,  our  subject  was  born,  and  in 
all  the  changing  years  Abner  Gray  has  never  been 
absent  from  his  birthplace  more  than  two  weeks  at 
one  time.  Mr.  Gray  went  to  the  little  subscrip- 
tion school,  and  there  was  well  grounded  in  the 
primary  studies.  As  the  time  passed  the  young 
boy  was  trained  in  the  duties  of  the  farm,  and  the 
practical  lessons  he  daily  learned,  and  the  habits 
of  self-reliance  and  honest  industry  taught  him  by 
his  parents,  have  guided  him  in  his  upward  path 
in  life. 

At  twenty-five  years  of  age  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Minerva,  daughter  of  John  Stone- 
braker,  and  a  most  excellent  lady,  well  known  and 
much  respected.  Mr.  Gray's  father  was  a  con- 
firmed invalid  at  this  time,  and  our  subject  man- 
aged the  home  farm  with  judgment  and  success. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  are  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
John  and  William.  John  married  Susan,  the 
daughter  of  James  A.  Saunders,  and  they  are  set- 
tled in  a  home  of  their  own,  but  William,  the 
youngest  son,  is  still  on  the  homestead.  As  the 
years  have  passed  our  subject  has  materially  in- 
creased his  holdings,  his  propert}"  now  comprising 
about  four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  Mr. 
Gray  is  one  of  the  energetic  and  active  workers  in 
local  progress  and  improvement,  and  is  widely 
known  as  a  public-spirited  and  liberal-minded 
man.  Our  subject  is  not  connected  by  member- 
ship with  any  denomination,  but  he  is  ever  ready 
to  aid  in  their  support,  and  assist  in  any  worthy 
enterprise.  He  affiliates  with  the  party  to  which 
his  father  gave  his  support,  and  is  always  a  loyal 
Democrat,  deeply  interested  in  the  management  of 
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both  national  and  local  government.  A  true 
friend  and  kind  neighbor,  Mr.  Gray  deservedly 
occupies  a  high  position  in  the  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him. 


\lp^RESTLEY  T.  Mc  KINNEY,  an  early  and 
Jl)  honored    resident,   and  pioneer  teacher  of 

^  music,  of  Fountain  County, Ind.,  who  passed 
I  [  away  in  1871,  nearly  a  score  of  years  ago, 
lives  in  the  memory  of  old  friends  and  pupils  who 
welcomed  him  to  the  Western  wilds  more  than 
half  a  century  since.  Arriving  in  Indiana  in  1833, 
our  subject  taught  school,  and  at  once  identified 
himself  with  all  the  active  interests  of  the  locale- 
destined  from  thence  to  be  his  lifetime  home.  A 
man  of  sterling  integrity  of  character,  conscien- 
tious and  upright  in  the  conduct  of  his  daily  life, 
he  was  an  energetic  worker  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  elders 
in  that  religious  organization.  In  his  death  the 
community  was  deprived  of  a  familiar  and  genial 
presence  and  it  lost  a  valued  citizen,  whose  earnest 
efforts  were  ever  directed  to  the  uplifting  and  bet- 
terment of  his  fellow-men. 

Our  subject  was  thrice  married  and  was  the 
father  of  a  large  family  of  children,  a  number  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  are  among  the*  use- 
ful and  respected  citizens  of  to-day;  and  one  is 
numbered  among  the  revered  dead  who  for 
their  country  heroically  yielded  up  their  lives 
during  the  Civil  War.  These  children  on  the 
paternal  side  are  the  descendants  of  Scotch  an- 
cestry. The  great-grandfather  of  Prestlej'  T.  Mc- 
Kinney  was  one  of  five  brothers  who  emigra- 
ted from  Scotland  to  America.  Two  located  in 
the  Territory  of  Pennsylvania,  two  settled  in 
South  Carolina,  and  one  in  the  Territory  of 
Kentucky.  His  son,  Samuel  McKinney,  married 
Miss  Sat  lie  Forgey,  in  the  year  1802,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  children,  of 
whom  the  second  son  and  fifth  in  order  of  their 
birth  was  our  subject.     Five  of  the  children   of 


these  pioneer  residents  of  Ohio  grew  to  maturity, 
and  most  of  them  reared  sons  and  daughters  to 
perpetuate  the  family  name. 

Of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  Prestley  McKin- 
ney, Betsey  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Norris,  by 
whom  she  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter;  the 
third  and  fourth  child  died  young;  Cyrus  died  in 
Ohio,  and  left  a  family  of  four  children,  three 
boys  and  one  girl;  Susan  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Staf- 
ford, and  reared  three  children,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter;  ^Robert  died  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  leaving 
two  sons  and  three  daughters;  William  died  near 
Rensselear,  Ind.,  and  left  three  sons,  one  of  whom, 
Samuel,  was  cared  for  and  tenderly  reared  by  his 
uncle  Prestley,  our  subject,  and  who  carlybecame 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Fountain  County. 
The  others  died  young.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
1809,  near  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  and  in  his  native 
State  received  an  excellent  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  was  also  thoroughly  instructed  in  music 
by  his  father,  who  was  a  professor  of  the  art. 

Mr.  McKinney  taught  school  immediately  after 
his  arrival  in  Fountain  County  in  1833,  and  on 
the  15th  of  May,  1834,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  McClurc,  an  intelligent  woman,  by 
whom  lie  became  the  father  of  six  children,  five 
of  whom  reached  mature  age.  William,  a  brave 
and  patriotic  man,  Captain  of  Company  I,  Fif- 
teenth Indiana  Regiment,  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Stone  River  with  great  gallantry,  and 
soon  after  died.  This  heroic  young  soldier  had 
graduated  with  honor  from  Wabash  College,  and 
had  been  admitted  to  the  Bar  as  a  lawyer,  and  before 
leaving  home  had  taught  school  in  the  county  one 
year.  Susan,  the  second  child,  died  at  the  early 
age  of  thirteen  years.  Esther,  who  lives  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  married  Carlcton  Dryden,  who  marched 
with  Sherman  to  the  sea.  Elizabeth,  al?o  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  became  the  wife  of  O.  K.  Vinton,  who 
also  served  in  the  Civil  War,  but  is  now  deceased. 
Mary  T.  is  the  wife  of  James  Armstrong,  now  of 
Toledo,  Ohio.  Hubert  is  dead.  Our  subject  lost 
the  mother  of  these  sons  and  daughters,  and  after- 
ward married  her  sister,  Ellanor  McC'lure,  by  whom 
he  had  one  child,  who  died  young.  The  second  wife 
did  not  long  survive  her  marriage,  and  Mr.  McKin- 
ney once  again  entered  into  matrimony,  marrying 
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this  third  time  a  Miss  McClure,  of  the  same  name 
but  no  relation  of  his  former  wives,  who,  as  before 
stated,  were  sisters.  Mrs.  Catherine  McKinney  was 
the  mother  of  three  children:  Frank  E.,  Charles  R., 
and  Eva  L.,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Milli- 
gan,  of  Waveland,  Ind.,  and  has  two  children,  Clar- 
ence and  Mary.  Frank  married  Belle  Harvey,  of 
Illinois.  Charles  R.,  well  known  in  Newtown  and 
throughout  the  county,  married  Mary  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  Jared  Miller,  of  Kent  County,  Mich.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  McKinney  have  four  children: 
Glenn  E.,  Lela  Fern,  Hazel  Lucile  and  an  infant, 
Georgie  L. 

Prestley  McKinney's  third  wife  was  a  lady  of 
ability,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Mc- 
Clure, a  native  of  Virginia,  who  afterward  resided 
in  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  and  who  finally  located  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.  Mr.  McClure's  ances- 
tors served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and 
were  originally  from  Scotland.  Our  subject  al- 
ways took  a  deep  interest  in  the  National  Govern- 
ment, in  the  support  of  which  his  immediate  des- 
cendants so  generously  aided  in  the  Civil  War. 
His  affiliations  were  witli  the  Republican  party, 
but  lie  was  a  just  and  liberal  man,  and  in  local 
offices  gave  the  best  citizens  the  benefit  of  his  vote. 
Mr.  McKinney  had  served  as  Trustee  of  Richland 
Township,  and  in  the  conduct  of  this  official  posi- 
tion gave  great  satisfaction  to  all.  Our  subject 
was  an  energetic,  capable  and  progressive  citizen, 
and  as  such,  and  as  a  kind  friend  and  pleasant 
neighbor,  was  mourned  by  the  entire  county. 


f/OHN  W.  JOHNSON  represents  the  agricul- 
tural class  of  Florida  Township,  Parke 
County.  He  was  born  near  Columbus,  Ind., 
January  2,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Willard 
and  Philinda  (Sibley)  Johnson.  Willard  Johnson 
was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Slate  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade.  The 
family  were  of  Scotch  ancestry,  but  little  informa- 
tion can  be  given  concerning  them.     The  mother 


of  our  subject  was  born  near  Bennington,  Vt.  Her 
father  was  a  brave  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Black  Rock.  The  Sibley 
family  was  of  old  Puritan  stock.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  were  married  in  New  York  State,  and  in 
1822  went  to  Columbus,  Ind.,  where  they  remained 
two  years,  later  locating  in  Terre  Haute,  where 
the  father  died  when  our  subject  was  three  years 
of  age.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject 
were:  Lemuel,  who  was  killed  at  the  time  the  "Ben 
Sheridan"  blew  up  on  the  Mississippi  River; 
James,  who  died  when  a  child,  and  was  buried  in 
the  same  grave  with  his  father;  Elisha,  who  died 
when  a  child,  at  Ft.  Harrison ;  Lucinda,  who  married 
Spencer  Hovey;  Lucena,  who  died  in  Terre  Haute 
and  left  the  following  children:  La  Fayette,  Rob- 
inson, Scott,  William,  Wyley  and  Mary;  Mary, 
who  married  Jefferson  Useleman  and  died  at  Rose- 
dale,  leaving  her  three  children,  George,  Spencer 
and  James;  and  Melona,  who  is  the  widow  of  the 
late  Henry  Hovey,  and  lives  in  Terre  Haute,  hav- 
ing been  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living,  James,  Thomas  and  Frank.  Lu- 
cinda's  father-in-law  was  killed  while  building 
the  first  court  house  ever  erected  in  Terre  Haute. 
He  had  previously  given  the  land  to  the  county, 
and  had  the  contract  to  erect  the  building. 

After  the  death  of  our  subject's  father,  his 
mother  was  married  to  Jonathan  Rockwell,  and 
bore  him  four  children:  Jane,  Philinda,  James 
and  Sylvester.     The  mother  died  in  1852. 

Our  subject  grew  up  on  a  farm  and  received  a 
fair  education,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  com- 
menced to  learn  the  wheelwright's  trade  at  Terre 
Haute  and  Roseville.  Soon  after  he  reached  ma- 
ture years,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Amanda  Smith,  who  was  a  native  of  Vigo  Count}-. 
In  a  short  time  after  he  built  a  shop  on  his  small 
farm  in  Florida  Township  at  the  cross  roads,  and 
worked  at  his  trade,  in  the  meantime  manufac- 
turing wagon  furniture.  In  this  he  continued 
for  twenty  years,  and  by  his  diligence  and  close 
application  to  his  work  he  added  to  his  little 
farm  until  he  accumulated  a  fine  tract  of  four 
hundred  acres.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born 
the  following  children:  Dora  Alice,  who  died  at 
ten  years  of  age;  Louisa  M.,  who  married  John  A. 
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Tolan  and  lives  on  the  adjoining  farm;  Laura 
Belle,  who  was  the  wife  of  John  Montgomery,  and 
died  in  September,  1891,  leaving  three  children: 
Ray,  Louisa  and  Laura;  Oliver,  who  died  when 
eighteen  years  of  age;  and  Charles  Hector,  who  is 
also  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tolan  have  three 
children:  Glen  Curtin,  George  Johnson  and  Wil- 
lard  Jefferson. 

Some  eight  years  after  the  decease  of  his  first 
wife,  who  passed  away  in  1872,  Mr.  Johnson  mar- 
ried Flora  E.  Rogers,  of  Rockville.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  and 
zealous  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  For 
several  years  Mr.  Johnson  has  not  been  engaged 
in  farming,  but  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  the  former 
years  of  hard  labor,  and  now  rents  out  all  of  his 
land. 


♦^sfE 


E!*^- 


[kJft  ARVIN  H.  CASE,  one  of  Parke  County's 
///  l\\  wealthiest  farmers  and  most  respected  citi- 
I  w  zens,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Florida  Town- 
*  ship    where    his    father  first  settled,    and 

where  his  whole  life  has  been  spent,  July  10, 1835. 
He  is  a  son  of  Seba  II.  and  Mary  (Stilson)  Case. 
The  former  parent  was  born  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  18,  1794.  His  father  was  an  Eng- 
lishman by  ancestry  if  not  by  birth,  and  was  a  far- 
mer in  New  York  State,  where  he  died.  When 
Seba  was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  which  he  followed  for  many  years. 
He  went  from  New  York  State  to  Ohio,  where  he 
resided  for  two  years,  and  in  1820  removed  to 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  a  time.  About  a  year  later,  he,  in  company 
with  Chauney  Rose,  who  at  that  time  was  also  a 
poor  boy,  located  a  sawmill  at  what  is  now  known 
as  Roseville  or  Coxville,  which  was  named  after 
Mr.  Rose.  They  operated  this  mill  for  two  years, 
during  which  time  Mr.  Case  purchased  a  small  tract 
of  land,  which  is  now  a  part  of  the  large  farm  of 
our  subject,  and   went  there  to  live.      Working 


at  his  trade  as  shoemaker  and  clearing  up  the 
farm,  he  managed  to  earn  a  living.  While  at 
Terre  Haute  he  married  Mary  Stilson,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  City,  August  15,  1804.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Case  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, two  boj's  and  two  girls.  Of  these,  William 
Horace,  born  May  7,  1832,  died  July  31,  1865, 
leaving  his  wife  Mary  and  two  children,  Eva  and 
Maude.  Fred  Case,  of  Raccoon  Township,  is 
now  the  proprietor  of  the  Bridgeton  Stock  Barn. 
Eliza  A.,  deceased,  wife  of  James  King,  was  form- 
erly married  to  George  T.  Covington.  Lavina 
N.,  who  was  born  August  28,  1845,  died  July  28, 
1853.  Thus  we  see  that  our  subject  is  the  only 
one  of  the  family  now  living.  His  mother  died 
September  28,  1858,  and  his  father  passed  away 
January  22,  1879. 

Coming  to  Indiana  as  he  did  a  poor  man,  the 
father  of  our  subject  died  one  of  the  very  wealthi- 
est men  of  the  county.  Politically,  lie  was  at  first 
a  Whig  and  later  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  Florida  Township,  and,  social^',  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  loved 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

Our  subject  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm,  where 
he  received  a  fair  education,  but,  wishing  to  pur- 
sue his  studies  farther,  he  took  a  course  at  Bloom- 
ingdale  Academy  and  when  about  twenty-two 
years  of  age  he  taught  school  for  several  terms  in 
his  own  township. 

Becoming  tired  of  his  solitaiy  life,  he  chose  as  a 
life  companion  Miss  Sarah  A.  Hartman,  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  taking  place  March  26,  1863.  Mrs. 
Case  was  born  in  Raccoon  Township,  July  6,  1840, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  John  Hartman,  one  of  the 
very  first  settlers  in  the  county.  Five  children 
came  to  bless  the  hearthstone  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Case's  home.  Joseph  Wallace,  born  June  13, 
1868,  died  November  16,  1868.  E.  Bert,  born 
June  1,  1870,  is  living  with  his  father.  Seba  H., 
born  April  19,  1873,  is  now  being  educated  at 
Rockville.  Cora  E.,  born  July  31,  1875,  is  receiv- 
ing her  education  with  her  brother  Seba.  The 
other  child  died  in  infancy,  and  the  mother  died 
in  the  year  1888. 

Mr.  Case  is  one  of  the  most   successful   farmers 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


601 


and  stock-dealers  in  the  county,  owning  more 
than  seventeen  hundred  acres  of  land.  Some  two 
years  ago  he  purchased  one  of  the  fruit  farms  on 
the  Big  Raccoon,  within  one  mile  of  the  town  of 
Bridgeton.  This  farm  comprises  nearly  eight 
hundred  acres  of  arable  land,  on  which  is  located 
many  fine  buildings,  and  for  which  he  paid  some- 
thing over  $30,000  in  cash.  Politically,  our  subject 
has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  served  as  Town- 
ship Trustee  for  one  term,  but  positively  refused 
to  accept  it  again,  although  urged  to  do  so. 


tHNM^§- 


BENRY  A.  MYERS,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
|)«  prising  and  industrious  farmers  of  Sugar 
Creek  Township,  was  born  on  the  same 
farm  which  he  now  operates  in  1853,  and 
has  always  been  a  resident  of  Parke  Count}',  with 
the  progress  and  development  of  which  he  has 
been  actively  identified.  His  well-equipped  farm 
is  located  on  section  12,  where  he  has  a  pleasant 
home  and  good  farm   buildings. 

Our  subject's  parents  were  Kinsley  and  Minerva 
(Alward)  Myers.  His  great-grandfather  was  Peter 
Myers,  while  his  grandparents  were  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Shular)  Myers.  The  latter  were  early  set- 
tlers of  Parke  County,  where  Mr.  Myers  entered 
about  eight  hundred  and  eight  acres  from  the 
Government  in  Howard  Township.  Emsley  Myers 
was  born  in  Davidson  County,  N.  C,  in  1815,  and 
was  only  about  fourteen  and  one-half  years  old 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county.  His 
educational  advantages  were  quite  limited,  yet  he 
managed  to  become  quite  a  student.  He  remained 
at  the  home  fireside  until  twenty-six  years  old, 
when  he  married  Minerva,  daughter  of  Ira  Alward, 
whose  father,  Joseph  Alward,  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land. Mrs.  Myers  was  born  in  Fountain  County, 
while  her  parents  were  natives  of  Indiana. 

Our  subject  is  the  third  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  died  when  young,  the  others 
being  Ira,  Albert,  and  Thomas,  who  all  live  in 
Howard  Township;  Emsley,  a  resident  of  Marshall, 


Parke  County;  Jacob,  who  lives  in  Alamo,  Mont- 
gomery County;  and  Minerva  E.,  wife  of  Franklin 
Burkheart. 

Enisle}'  Myers  received  eighty  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  from  his  father  and  there  began  to 
make  las  own  way  in  the  world.  He  attended 
strictly  to  his  farm  duties  and  was  very  successful 
as  a  business  man,  accumulating  in  the  course  of 
tune  about  seven  hundred  acres.  In  1861  he 
bought  land  in  Howard  Township,  to  which  he  re- 
moved his  family.  After  a  time  he  went  to 
Fountain  County,  where  he  remained  during  the 
rest  of  his  active  life,  and  then  came  to  pass  his 
last  years  with  our  subject,  in  whose  home  he  died 
October  10,  1888.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  political 
principle.  As  a  man  and  citizen,  he  was  upright 
and  honorable,  thus  winning  the  well-deserved 
praise  and  the  respect  of  all. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  passed  without  any 
unusual  event,  his  time  being  employed  in  assist- 
ing his  father  on  his  farm  and  in  attending  the 
district  school  of  the  neighborhood.  He  supple- 
mented his  elementary  learning  with  a  course  of 
study  in  a  graded  school  at  Alamo,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  attaining  his  twenty-second 
year,  when  he  left  home,  starting  out  to  make  his 
own  way.  His  father,  in  order  to  give  him  a  start, 
gave  hiin  eight}'  acres  of  land,  only  six  of  which 
were  cleared.  This  he  brought  under  good  cultiva- 
tion and  to  it  as  a  nucleus  has  added  surround- 
ing property  until  he  now  has  a  large  farm.  A 
part  of  his  land  is  situated  in  the  neighboring 
township  of  Howard,  his  possessions  altogether 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  In 
addition  to  general  fanning  he  raises  a  high  grade 
of  stock. 

In  the  year  1874  Mr.  Myers  married  Sarah  C, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Martha  (Brint)  Myers. 
Four  children  have  come  to  brighten  their  hearth- 
stone: Lizzie  E.,  Emsley  J.,  Mary  A.  and  Ared  F. 
The  eldest  of  the  family.  Lizzie,  graduated  from 
the  district  school,  after  which  she  entered  the 
High  School  at  Newtown,  in  Fountain  County, 
where  she  acquitted  herself  honorably. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Myers  belongs  to  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Marshall.  He  has 
been  chosen  to  fill  several  local  positions  of  honor 
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and  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  ever  per- 
formed to  the  full  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
He  is  now  serving  as  Township  Assessor,  which 
office  he  has  held  for  three  years.  He  casts  his 
ballot  in  favor  of  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic 
party. 


* 


,  OBERT  W.  STUMP  is  a  native-born  son  of 
Montgomery  County,  and  has  risen  to  be 
one  of  its  prosperous  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  and  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  best 
managed  farms  of  South  Union  Township,  pleas- 
antly located  on  section  27.  Mr.  Stump  is  a  son 
of  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  the  county,  and 
was  born  December  18,  1847,  in  Brown  Township. 
His  father,  John  Stump,  was  born  in  Kentucky 
May  8,  1820,  and  was  a  son  of  George  Stump, 
who  was  a  native  of  Georgia. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  married  Martha 
Talbert,  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  The  Tal- 
berts  emigrated  to  Kentucky  from  North  Caro- 
lina. George  Stump  and  his  wife  had  met  and 
were  wedded  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  four 
children  were  born  to  them  during  their  residence 
there:  John,  Nanc}',  Robert  and  Sally.  The  fam- 
ily came  to  Indiana  in  1828,  and  after  living  a 
year  and  a-half  in  Rush  Count}'  removed  to  Mont- 
gomery County.  Grandfather  Stump  entered  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment in  Union  Township,  and  made  it  his 
home  until  his  death,  the  intervening  years  being 
spent  in  hard  pioneer  labor.  The  children  born 
to  him  in  this  State  were  Nancy,  Margaret,  Sallie, 
Martha,  Ann,  William  and  Henry. 

John  Stump  lived  in  his  native  State  until  he 
was  ten  years  old,  and  the  remainder  of  his  life 
has  been  passed  in  Indiana,  he  being  one  of  the 
old  residents  of  Union  Township.  He  first  mar- 
ried Sibella,  daughter  of  John  Farley,  and  after 
her  death  took  to  wife  Elizabeth  Hopkins.  Five 
of  his  seven  children  are  still  living:  Robert  W.; 


Martha,  wife  of  David  Payton,  of  Crawfordsville; 
Mary,  a  resident  of  Ripley  Township;  and  George 
and  Rebecca,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  is  a 
farmer  in  Vermilion  County,  111.,  and  the  latter 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Grubbs,  of  this  township.  Will- 
iam died  September  22,  1878,  and  Jennie  in  1884. 

Robert  W.  Stump  was  reared  principally  in 
Union  Township,  where  he  has  since  built  up  a 
comfortable  home  of  his  own.  He  lived  with 
his  father  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  old, 
and  on  his  father's  well-managed  farm  he  learned 
the  principles  of  agriculture.  After  his  marriage 
he  took  his  bride  to  live  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  they  remained  until  1891,  and  then  they 
moved  into  the  new  and  fine-looking  house  that 
Mr.  Stump  erected  in  the  summer  of  that  year. 
He  has  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
acres  of  land  of  great  fertility,  which  he  cultivates 
after  the  most  approved  methods,  and  has  it  stocked 
with  a  fine  class  of  stock,  including  registered  Po- 
land-China hogs,  of  which  he  has  a  fine  large  herd. 

Mr.  Stump  was  married  August  6,  1871,  to  Miss 
Laurinda  Payton,  in  whom  he  lias  one  of  the  best 
of  wives.  Mrs.  Stump  is  a  daughter  of  Charles 
L.  Payton,  who  came  to  this  State  from  Ken- 
tucky in  1836,  and  cast  in  his  fortune  with  the 
pioneers  of  Montgomery  County.  He  was  form- 
erly a  farmer  of  Brown  Township,  but  is  now  a 
resident  of  Union  Township,  lie  married  Cath- 
erine Reynolds,  whose  people  also  came  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  by  her  he  had  twelve  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Charles  W.,  born  September  8,  1839;  Mary 
E.,  July  5,  1841;  David,  June  16,  1844;  Laurinda 
A.,  April  1,  1846;  Isaac  W.,  July  22,  1848;  Isa- 
bel, February  9,  1851;  Franklin  P.,  March  4, 
1853;  Lewis  N.,  April  13,  1855;  Susan  E.,  May 
31,1857;  Stephen  H,  May  27,  1860;  Harry,  Oc- 
tober 2,  1862;  and  Catherine  R.,  February  9,  1864. 
Mrs.  Stump's  grandfather,  Charles  Pa3'ton,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  while  her  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Nancy  (Rice)  Payton,  was  born  in  Louisville.  Ky. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stump  are  people  of  genuine  merit, 
who  are  highly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and 
associates,  and  the  Baptist  Church  finds  in  them 
two  of  its  most  useful  members,  zealous  in  pro- 
moting the  growth  of  both  the  church  and  Sun- 
day-school.    Mr.  Stump  officiates  as  Deacon.     He 
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is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  Treasurer  of  the  Horse  Thief  De- 
tective Association  in  this  township.  Politically, 
he  is  a  full-fledged  Democrat. 


THOMAS  PAYTON,  one  of  the  well-to-do 
and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Greene 
Township,  Parke  County,  owns  a  substan- 
tial residence,  which  he  erected  at  a  cost  of  about 
$3,000  on  his  fine  farm,  which  is  situated  on  sec- 
tion 21.  He  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  keeps 
a  first-class  variety  of  stock  of  all  kinds,  raises 
thorough-bred  Poland-China  hogs,  and  has  some 
very  good  horses.  Mr.  Paj'ton  is  much  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  Democratic-  part}',  has  filled  the 
office  of  Committeeman  of  the  township,  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  the  State,  and  also  to  Congres- 
sional conventions. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  grew 
up  with  Gen.  Washington.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution,  taking  part  in  nearly 
all  the  battles,  and  was  an  officer  under  the  great 
commander,  who  was  his  personal  friend.  He  was 
a  man  of  more  than  usual  ability  and  intelligence, 
pursuing  the  avocation  of  a  school  teacher  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  and  died  shortly  after  the 
demise  of  Gen.  Washington. 

Our  subject's  father,  Anthony,  was  born  in  the 
Old  Dominion  in  1801,  and  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Kentucky  in  his  early  youth.  In  that 
State  he  married  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Mark 
Wallingford,  who  was  an  early  settler  of  the  Blue 
Grass  region.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born 
four  children  while  in  Kentucky,  and  in  1828  the 
family  removed  to  Indiana,  settling  in  Greene 
Township,  Parke  County,  on  section  22,  where  the 
father  rented  a  farm  for  four  years.  In  1831  he 
located  near  Bellmore,  in  Union  Township,  where 
he  entered  land.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  the  township,  and  he  at  once  commenced  pil- 
ing brush  and  clearing  a  place  to  raise  food  for  his 
family,  and  so  diligently  did  he  work   that  before 


the  spring  had  passed  five  acres  were  ready  for  the 
seed.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Payton  in  this  county.  Only  four  of  the  family 
are  now  living,  viz.:  Mrs.  Julina  Lewis,  of  Boone 
County,  Ind.;  James  F.,  a  resident  of  Greene  Town- 
ship; John  L.,  of  Sullivan  County,  Ind.;  and  our 
subject.  The  father,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Pre- 
destinarian  Baptist  Church,  died  in  October,  1853. 
His  wife,  who  held  the  same  faith,  survived  her 
husband  nearly  half  a  century,  her  death  oc- 
curring in  December,  1882.  Mr.  Payton  was  a 
strong  Democrat,  and  actively  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  this  region,  to  the  development  of 
which  he  contributed  in  no  small  measure. 

Thomas  Payton  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Parke  County,  where  his  birth  occurred 
on  the  12th  of  May,  1832.  He  lived  with  his  father 
until  his  marriage,  on  May  6,  1852,  with  Miss 
Martha  Ann  Stout,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky 
September  12,  1833.  Her  father,  James  Stout,  em- 
igrated to  this  State  from  the  Blue  Grass  region 
in  1834,  locating  in  Union  Township,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death  in  May,  1889.  He  entered 
land  of  the  Government,  opened  up  a  farm,  and  in 
time  became  the  owner  of  several  hundred  acres. 
His  wife  was  formerly  Rhoda  Maddox,  and  by  her 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  seven  children. 
Those  living  are  Mrs.  Payton ;  Mary  Jane  Connolly, 
who  lives  in  Union  Township;  William  P.  and 
James  O.,  who  live  in  the  same  place;  Sara  E. 
(deceased):  and  Rebecca  F.,  Mrs.  John  A.  Rush, 
who  lives  in  Iowa. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Payton  located  in  Union 
Township,  where  he  rented  land  for  five  years, 
and  then  purchased  one  hundred  acres  in  the 
same  township.  This  was  in  1858  and  he  at  once 
moved  to  the  farm  on  which  he  lived  for  seven 
years,  then  removing  to  his  present  farm.  At  first 
he  owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  this 
place,  to  which  in  1875  he  added  fifty  acres  more. 
For  about  thirty  years  he  has  been  engaged  in 
carrying  on  this  farm,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
most  desirable  in  the  township.  Mr.  Payton  is  a 
man  of  considerable  mechanical  genius,  and  in 
August,  1891,  he  constructed  an  appliance  which, 
by  means  of  an  hydraulic  ram  and  tanks,  furnishes 
water  for  his  stock  in  all  parts  of  the  farm. 
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Of  the  ten  children  of  our  subject,  eight  still 
survive.  James  A.  is  a  fruit-grower,  raising  lem- 
ons, oranges,  etc.,  in  California,  and  is  doing  well; 
Mary  F.  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Collings,  who  lives  in 
this  township;  William  H.  lives  in  New  Market, 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Rob- 
ert Laffolelle,  lives  near  Raccoon  Station,  Mont- 
gomery County;  Nancy  J.,  wife  of  Samuel  W.  Jar- 
vis,  a  farmer,  lives  in  Putnam  County;  Ella  lives 
at  home  and  has  taught  music  for  six  3-ears,  prior 
to  which  she  pursued  her  musical  education  for 
two  years  at  Terre  Haute,  under  Prof.  Zobel;  Ora 
is  attending  the  commercial  college  at  Terre 
Haute,  and  is  preparing  for  a  mercantile  life;  and 
Homer,  now  sixteen  years  of  age,  lives  at  home 
and  will  soon  graduate  from  the  public  schools. 
The  two  deceased  children  of  our  subject  are 
George  W.,  who  died  when  about  one  year  old; 
and  John  A.,  whose  death  occurred  when  ten 
years  of  age. 

The  pleasant  home  of  the  Pay  ton  family  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  county,  and,  unlike  the  usual 
residences  of  farmers,  is  thoroughly  warmed  in  all 
parts  of  the  building  during  the  winter  season. 
Mr.  Pay  ton  is  a  member  of  the  Predestinarian 
Baptist  Church,  attending  Mount  Moriah  Chapel, 
to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  He  is  quite  a  mu- 
sician and  leads  the  singing  of  the  choir.  It  is 
safe  to  say  that  few  men  in  this  region  are  more 
honored  and  respected  than  is  the  gentleman  of 
whom  tli is  is  a  brief  life  record. 


Ci\  folLLIAM  L.  MOFFETT,  farmer  and  stock- 
\/\il!  ra'se,'<  's  numbered  among  the  most  useful 
^/vy  and  estimable  citizens  of  Fountain  Coun- 
ty, of  which  he  is  a  native.  He  is  pursuing  his 
calling  011  section  28,  Cain  Township,  where  he 
has  a  farm  of  one  hundred,  and  eighty  acres  of 
land,  which  by  extensive  drainage,  there  being  six 
or  seven  hundred  rods  of  tiling  on  the  place,  and 
by  careful  cultivation  by  methods  best  adapted  to 


the  soil,  has  been  brought  to  its  present  high  state 
of  productiveness,  making  it  one  of  the  most 
fruitful  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  The  buildings 
are  of  a  good  class  and  are  all  well  kept  up,  and 
everything  around  this  pleasant  homestead  has  an 
air  of  thrift  and  excellent  management.  Mr.  Mof- 
fett  devotes  it  to  general  farming,  and  has  it  well 
stocked  with  a  stock  of  standard  breeds. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  18,  1841,  on  the 
old  family  home  place  in  Jackson  Township,  and 
is  a  son  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  coun- 
try, Henry  Moffett,  who  was  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  this  part  of  Indiana  for  many 
years.  AVhen  he  was  a  very  small  boy,  Henry 
Moffett's  parents  had  taken  him  with  thein  from 
their  old  home  in  the  State  of  New  York  to 
Tennessee,  whence  they  emigrated  to  Fayette  Coun- 
ty, this  State,  when  he  was  thirteen  years  old. 
Four  years  later  the  family  came  to  Fountain 
County,  where  the  father  entered  Government 
land  in  Jackson  Township  as  early  as  1827.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  died  a  few  years  after 
coming  here,  and  his  land  fell  to  Henry  Moffett, 
who  energetically  took  up  the  work  his  father 
laid  down.  He  married  Rebecca  Glover,  the 
daughter  of  a  prominent  pioneer  fanner  of  Foun- 
tain Count}',  and  located  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed.  He 
became  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  the  county, 
and  much  of  the  county  business  was  intrusted  to 
his  care.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  held  the 
office  of  County  Commissioner,  which  he  had 
filled  seven  years,  that  being  his  third  term.  He 
was  a  leader  among  the  Democrats  of  his  township, 
and  exerted  a  wholesome  influence  in  local  politics. 
He  was  a  man  of  high  religious  principles,  who 
earnestly  sought  the  good  of  the  community  of 
which  he  was  so  important  a  member.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  he  was 
Deacon,  and  bore  an  active  part  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Scott  Prairie  Church  as  one  of  its 
charter  members. 

Mr.  Moffett  began  life  in  Indiana  in  a  log  cabin, 
with  a  puncheon  floor,  and  from  humble  circum- 
stances rose  to  a  position  of  wealth  among  his 
neighbors.  He  was  a  sound  and  energetic  farmer, 
and  he  left  a   valuable   farm  of   one  hundred  and 
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twenty  acres,  which  he  had  developed  Ivy  persis- 
tent and  well-directed  toil.  He  and  his  good  wife 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity;  two  died  in  infancy,  and  Zachar- 
iah  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years  of  milk  sickness. 
The  children  living  are  Thomas,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  at  Crawfordsville;  Martha, 
who  lives  with  our  subject;  James,  who  is  in  the 
banking  business  at  Covington;  Christiana  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Thomas  Austor,  a  carpenter  and  con- 
tractor of  Anderson;  Winfleld  Scott,  a  resident  of 
Crawfordsville,  and  the  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
Montgomery  County;  and  William  L.,  of  whom 
we  write. 

Our  subject  received  a  very  good  practical 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
township,  which  he  attended  until  he  was  past 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  his  first  experience 
at  school  being  in  a  little  log  schoolhouse  char- 
acteristic of  pioneer  times,  with  its  low  ceiling 
and  slab  seats.  When  he  attained  his  majority 
he  adopted  the  profession  of  teacher  for  a  while 
and  taught  successful^  six  winters.  After  his 
marriage  he  resided  with  his  father-in-law  three 
years,  that  is  on  the  farm,  and  then  took  up  his 
abode  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  and  where 
he  hassince  given  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
with  the  exception  of  some  eighteen  months,  when 
he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant  at  Ilills- 
boro.  He  is  a  popular  and  well-known  man, 
standing  well  as  a  shrewd,  progressive  farmer,  as  a 
citizen  who  has  the  best  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity at  heart,  and  as  a  considerate  neighbor.  He 
encourages  the  organization  of  societies  for  the 
protection  of  man's  property,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  law  and  order,  and  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  interests  of  his  fellow-farmers.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  National  Horse  Thief  Detective 
Association,  and  is  President  of  the  Fountain 
County  Association,  organized  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. He  also  occupies  the  same  position  with  re- 
gard to  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Association. 
He  is  a  Democrat,  with  decided  views  on  political 
questions,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  in 
his  own  county.  He  is  a  conscientious  and  valued 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  being  a  charter 
member  of  Ingersoll  Chapel,  and  for  sixteen  years 


he  has  held   the  office  of  Elder  and  Leader,  hav- 
ing been  a  member  since  1857. 

Mr.  Moffett  is  blessed  with  a  good  and  true  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mattie  Cade.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Cade,  who  was  a  prominent 
citizen  and  an  early  settler  of  Cain  Township, 
where  his  father  had  located  land  when  Henry  was 
thirteen  years  old.  Her  parents,  who  were  natives 
of  Ohio,  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  liv- 
ing. The  mother's  maiden  name  was  Harriet  Mc- 
Broom  and  she  and  her  husband  are  both  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moffett  have  three  children,  namely: 
Harriet,  the  wife  of  Manson  Wilkinson,  who  lives 
on  her  father's  farm;  and  Rebecca  and  Henry,  who 
are  at  home  with  their  parents.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  she 
having  become  a  member  at  fourteen  years  of 
age;  the  children  belong  to  the  same  church. 


W%  EV.  DANIEL  S.  KALLEY  was  one  of  the 
Ip^f  earliest  settlers  of  Parke  County,  owning 
■lAi  \V  a  farm  on  section  33,  Union  Township, 
^§j)  and  having  been  for  many  years  a  travel- 
ing preacher  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Our 
subject,  than  whom  none  is  held  in  higher  respect 
or  is  more  worthy  of  the  esteem  which  is  accorded 
him,  was  born  in  Raccoon  Township,  Parke  County, 
May  21,  1828.  His  father,  Newell  Kalley,  a  native 
of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  in  1 804,  while 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Daniel,  was  a  native  of 
Ireland.  He  came  in  his  young  manhood  to  Am- 
erica, first  locating  in  New  York  State,  thence  re- 
moving to  Ohio,  and  becoming  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  this  county.  He  located  in  Raccoon 
Township,  where  he  entered  land,  built  a  log  house 
and  improved  the  farm.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  and  a  thoroughly  patriotic 
citizen  of  his  adopted  land.  He  died  on  the  old 
homestead,  having  attained  a  good  old  age.  Our 
subject's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susannah 
Smith,  died  when  he  was  a  lad  of  seven  years. 
Soon  after  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  mar- 
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ried  they  located  on  a  farm  in  Raccoon  Township, 
where  they  resided  for  a  short  time,  and  in  1832 
removed  to  the  place  which  is  now  the  home  of 
our  subject,  which  land  they  took  up  from  the 
Government.  They  first  built  a  log  cabin,  16x18 
feet.  The  parents  both  died  on  the  old  homestead, 
the  father  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years  and  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  twentj'-four.  They  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. One  died  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  the 
others  growing  to  maturity.  In  this  family  Mr. 
Kalley  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  son  and  second 
child.  His  schooling  was  obtained  in  the  early 
subscription  log  schoolhouse,  the  windows  of 
which  were  of  greased  paper.  He  remained  with 
his  father,  who  was  married  a  second  time,  Miss 
Sarah  Nevins  being  the  lady  of  his  choice,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children.  One  died  in  infancy, 
and  the  other,  George,  died  in  manhood. 

On  January  10,  1850,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Kalley  and  Margaret  B.  Shaw,  daugh- 
ter of  William  B.  and  Jane  (McCorkle)  Shaw. 
Mrs.  Kalley  was  born  twenty  miles  from  the  city 
of  Charleston,  N.  C,  August  24,  1825.  Her  father 
was  also  a  native  of  the  same  State,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  was  also  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  father,  in  turn,  whose 
name  was  William,  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Mrs.  Kalley 's 
mother  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina  and  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  M.  McCorkle,  who  was  a  far- 
mer in  Pennsylvania.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Kalley  located  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town- 
ship, where  he  now  resides,  renting  a  farm,  but  soon 
purchased  the  old  homestead  which  he  now  owns. 
He  carried  on  farming  until  1869,  his  attention  be- 
ing solely  claimed  by  his  agricultural  duties,  but 
at  that  date  he  commenced  preaching  in  the  Uni- 
ted Brethren  Church,  traveling  in  the  interests  of 
that  denomination  for  seven  years,  during  which 
time  he  conducted  successfully  many  meetings. 
He  lias  preached  one  hundred  and  forty-three  fun- 
eral sermons,  and  has  pronounced  the  marriage 
ceremony  for  one  hundred  and  forty-one  couples. 
In  temperance  work  he  has  always  been  very 
strong,  and  as  a  man  is  above  reproach,  as  he  has 
never  used  tobacco  or  liquor  in   any  form.     For 


ten  years  he  has  been  Assessor  of  Union  Township. 
In  1880  he  started  an  apiary,  and  in  1886  collected 
twenty-one  hundred  pounds  of  honey  from  thirty- 
five  colonies.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kalley  have  two 
daughters:  America,  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Martin,  a 
general  farmer  of  Union  Township,  by  whom  she 
ha6  two  living  children;  and  Sarah  K.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  j^ears  and  ten  months.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Kalle3T  is  a  Prohibitionist. 


UP.  BLAKE,  a  leading  agriculturist  of 
Parke  County,  owns  two  fine  farms  in 
Union  Township,  one  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  acres  on  section  16,  and  his  home 
farm  on  section  19  has  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  acres  within  its  boundaries.  He  is  a  practi- 
cal farmer,  and  has  made  a  success  of  his  various 
ventures.  His  well-tilled,  fertile  fields  yield  to 
him  an  abundant  income  in  return  for  the  care 
and  attention  he  bestows  upon  them. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  son  of  this  county,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  same  township  where  his 
home  is  located,  on  January  28,  1837.  His  par- 
ents are  Charles  L.  and  Barbara  (Miller)  Blake, 
the  former  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  March 
4,  1809,  and  the  latter  in  Franklin  County  of  the 
same  State,  on  September  4;  1816.  John  Blake, 
our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  was  a  native  of 
Maryland,  a  hatter  bj'  trade,  and  of  Irish  descent. 
In  1823  betook  up  land  from  the  Government  in 
this  county,  to  which  he  removed  his  family.  He 
hewed  the  logs  for  a  primitive  cabin,  and  cleared 
his  farm,  which  was  thickly  timbered.  Our  sub- 
ject's maternal  grandfather,  Daniel,  was  a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  of  Dutch  descent.  Charles  L. 
Blake  was  called  from  this  life  in  1878.  He  was 
laid  to  rest  b)-  the  side  of  his  wife,  who  died  in 
1864.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
two  sons  and  six  daughters,  our  subject  being  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  He  attended  the  primi- 
tive log  schoolhouse  of  former  years,  and  resided 
with  his  parents  until  arriving  at  man's  estate. 
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On  February  20,  1862,  Mr.  Blake  married  Louisa 
McGilvrey,  by  whom  lie  had  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  viz.:  Charles  W.;  George  S.;  Mary  E., 
now  the  wife  of  L.  F.  Moore;  Cora  E.,  wife  of 
Charles  Nevins;  William  P.;  and  Sarah  E.,  de- 
ceased. On  December  19,  1877,  Mr.  Blake  and 
Mary  E.  Jack  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Blake 
was  born  October  16,  1838,  in  Greene  Township, 
this  county,  being  a  daughter  of  James  H.  Jack,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  where  he  was  an  early  settler,  lo- 
cating there  in  1825.  Mrs.  Blake's  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Sellers,  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  first  married  J.  II.  Blake,  having  one  child, 
Minnie  S.,  now  deceased,  by  that  union. 

Mr.  Blake  located  in  Adams  Township,  where 
he  owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  farm 
land,  remaining  on  that  place  until  1869,  when  he 
removed  to  one  in  Union  Township.  This  he  en- 
gaged in  cultivating  until  1878,  when  he  came  to 
his  present  valuable  farm,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  In  the  late  war  Mr.  Blake  came  nobly  to 
the  defense  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  D,  Seventy-eighth  Indiana 
Infantry.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  belonging  to  Scott  Post  at  Portland 
Mills.  In  his  political  faith  he  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican. 


'*    •    °tL- 


\W7  EVI  WILCOX,  who  owns  a  large  and  well- 
I  (S,  managed  farm  on  section  8,  Ripley  Town- 
Jll— ^  ship,  is  an  old  citizen  of  this  section,  who 
is  well  known  and  favorably  spoken  of  throughout 
Montgomery  County.  He  was  born  in  Butler  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  1823,  into  the  pioneer  home  of  Peter 
Wilcox.  When  a  lad  of  ten  years,  his  father,who  was 
a  native  of  Maryland,  came  with  his  family  to 
this  county,  in  1833,  as  one  of  its  pioneers.  He 
bought  land  from  the  Government  east  of  the  pres- 
ent village  of  Yountsville,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1878,  he  owned  a  large  and  well-improved 
farm.  He  had  three  sons  a,nd  two  daughters. 
Daniel,  the  eldest,  married  Mary  Ann,  the  daugh- 


ter of  Conrad  Smith;  Mary,  who  was  born  May 
29,  1827,  was  married  first  to  William  Causer,  who 
died,  and  she  then  became  the  wife  of  Conrad 
Smith;  Susanna,  who  was  born  March  15,  1832, 
died  April  8,  1875,  in  Illinois;  John,  a  farmer, 
was  born  September  29,  1831;  and  our  subject 
completes  the  family. 

Our  subject  has  given  his  attention  lo  agricul- 
ture from  his  early  youth  and  has  made  it  a  prof- 
itable pursuit.  After  his  marriage  in  1852,  he 
rented  land  for  farming  purposes  two  miles  south 
of  Crawfordsville.  A  j'ear  later  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  of  Robert  Smith,  paying  $20 
an  acre  for  it.  He  resided  upon  that  place  ten 
years,  and  then  bought  his  farm  in  Ripley  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  has  since  lived.  It  is  of 
goodly  dimensions,  the  soil  is  rich  and  well  tilled, 
and  much  of  it  is  admirably  adapted  for  grazing 
purposes,  and  a  fine  class  of  stock  is  raised  in  its 
pastures.  The  buildings  are  substantial  and  well 
kept,  and  ample  machinery  lightens  the  labor  of 
the  farm. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  married  in  1852  to  Miss  Ella 
Smith,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Hannah  Smith 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Robert  Smith,  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
Mrs.  Wilcox  had  two  brothers  and  two  sisters,  all 
of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio,  namely:  Hiram,  the 
eldest;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Joseph,  who  married 
Martha  Goss;  and  Margaret,  who  married  Warren 
Davis,  and  resides  four  miles  south  of  Crawfords- 
ville. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  have  had  seven  children, 
as  follows:  Alice,  born  January  15,  1853, and  mar- 
ried in  1878  to  James  Gilt}-,  of  Ripley  Township; 
Howard,  who  was  born  in  1855,  married  Miss  Lula 
Derawll,  and  died  in  1890  from  the  effects  of  a 
gunshot  wound;  Hannah,  who  was  born  January 
11,  1859,  and  married  Joseph  Taylor,  of  this  town- 
ship; Mary,  who  was  born  April  6,  1861,  and  is 
the  wife  of  William  Clark,  of  Crawfordsville;  Os- 
car, who  was  born  Ma}-  1,  1863,  married  Julia 
Iloleman,  and  died  February  13,  1891;  Dora,  who 
was  born  July  5,  1865,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Meeker,  a  commercial  traveler,  and  a  resident  of 
LaFajette;  and  Laura,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Watterbury,  a  commercial  traveler,  residing  in 
Crawfordsville. 
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Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  man  of  good  habits  and  char- 
acter, and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  worth}' 
of  the  esteem  accorded  to  them.  He  gives  cheer- 
fully of  his  means  in  support  of  the  church  and 
all  good  objects  that  are  brought  under  his  notice. 
Politically,  he  is  found  with  the  Democrats. 

Since  the  above,  was  written  Mrs.  Wilcox  has  been 
called  hence,  her  death  occurring  October  25, 
1892. 


%-ETER  M.  LAYTON.     The  stranger  who  for 

Jij  the  first  time  visits  Fountain  County  and 
■^  drives  upon  a  pleasant  summer  morning 
along  the  smooth  roads  of  Troy  Township 
will  not  fail  to  pause  with  admiration  at  the  beau- 
tiful homestead  on  section  10,  the  property  of  the 
subject  of  this  notice.  Fields  of  waving  grain 
meet  the  eye  on  every  hand,  while  a  commodi- 
ous residence  and  substantial  farm  buildings  form 
the  foreground  of  the  pleasant  scene.  The  house, 
a  model  of  its  kind,  was  erected  in  1879,  and 
contains  seventeen  rooms,  furnished  throughout 
with  the  most  exquisite  taste. 

The  owner  of  this  property  is  a  native  of  New 
York  and  was  born  in  1832.  His  father,  John 
Lay  ton,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  at  an  early 
age  displayed  the  qualities  of  thrift  which  soon 
led  to  prosperity  in  his  chosen  occupation — that 
of  a  farmer.  He  became  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  four  acres  of  well-improved  land,  which 
through  his  exertions  was  brought  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  tract. 
For  many  years  he  filled  the  responsible  position 
of  Superintendent  of  the  Poor  of  Broome  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  death  in  1814  was  mourned  alike 
by  rich  and  poor  as  an  irreparable  loss.  He  was 
survived  by  his  widow,  a  native  of  Vermont,  and 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Esther  Moody. 
Her  death  occurred  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety- 
seven. 

It  was  during  the  year  1853  that  the  subject  of 
this  biography  came  to'  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and 
embarked  in   business  as  a  blacksmith.     From  his 


father  he  inherited  habits  of  industry,  push  and 
enterprise,  which,  coupled  with  honorable  busi- 
ness methods,  brought  him  success.  His  home- 
stead now  consists  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  and  is  valued  at  $50  per  acre.  In  all  his 
work  he  has  received  the  co-operation  of  his  de- 
voted wife,  to  whom  he  attributes  not  a  little  of 
his  success.  In  her  girlhood  she  bore  the  name 
of  Alvira  Adkins,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Granville 
and  Ipsley  (Osborne)  Adkins,  both  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. Her  father,  who  was  born  in  1804,  mar- 
ried Miss  Osborne  on  the  13th  of  July,  1828,  and 
the}'  became  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Layton  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Josephine  E.,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
1856;  and  Ida  Esther,  who  was  born  in  1864. 
The  former  married  Sylvester  Sprange,  and  they 
have  three  children.  The  latter  became  the  wife 
of  Charles  Dochterman,  and  they  reside  with  her 
parents  on  the  old  homestead. 

In  the  work  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  As- 
sociation Mr.  Layton  takes  an  active  interest, 
being  identified  with  it  as  an  influential  member. 
He  is  a  man  of  stirring  and  industrious  disposi- 
tion, interested  in  all  those  measures  which  have 
for  their  ultimate  object  the  advancement  of  his 
community,  and  he  cheerfully  gives  his  aid  to  all 
worthy  enterprises.  In  his  political  opinion  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  never  fails  to  cast  his  ballot 
for  the  principles  advocated  by  that  party. 


^- 


^J/  AMFS  HOFF,  residing  on  his  farm  on  sec- 
tion 36,  Wayne  Township,  has  passed  the 
most  of  his  life  in  Montgomery  County, 
)  being  a  son  of  one  of  its  early  settlers,  and 
has  for  many  years  contributed  his  quota  toward 
the  development  of  its  agricultural  resources  and 
the  maintenance  of  its  prosperity.  He  was  born 
in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  in  1823, and  was  a  son 
of  N.  B.  Hoff,  who  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and 
was  born  in  1789.  Jerusha  Larison,  the  mother, 
was  born  in  1800,  and  died  in   1879.     The  father 
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died  in  1861.  He  followed  wagon-making  in  Ohio, 
where  he  resided  for  several  years.  In  1832  he 
brought  his  family  to  Indiana,  and  took  up  his 
residence  at  Crawfordsville.  Under  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration he  tiled  on  wild  land  owned  by  the 
Government,  and  in  the  years  that  followed  he 
improved  it  into  a  good  farm.  His  first  dwelling 
was  a  log  cabin  built  in  1833.  He  afterward  re- 
placed it  by  a  house  of  modern  construction.  His 
wife  was  Jerusha  Larison,  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  they  were  blessed  with  ten  children,  five  sons 
and  five  daughters:  Joseph  was  born  in  1818,  be- 
came a  farmer  and  married  Rachel  Doesenbark; 
Catherine,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  married  James 
Ball,  a  farmer;  James  is  our  subject;  John  T,  who 
was  born  July  29,  1825,  became  a  farmer  in  this 
count}-,  and  in  early  manhood  married  Lidia 
Haunce;  Mary  Jane  married  John  Busenbark,  a 
farmer  in  Union  Township;  Harriet  married  Alick 
Blackford,  a  resident  of  Illinois,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Benjamin  died  in  this  State;  Amos,  who 
was  born  in  this  county,  married  Miss  Blackford 
and  is  a  farmer  in  Illinois;  and  Nancjr  married 
"William  II.  Jackson,  a  carpenter  at  Crawfordsville. 

Our  subject's  early  years  were  passed  amid  pio- 
neer environments,  and  his  education  was  ob- 
tained in  one  of  the  primitive  schools  of  the 
time,  that  was  held  in  a  rude  building,  which  had 
puncheon  floors  and  split  logs  lor  seats,  and  was 
without  windows.  Mr.  Hoff's  first  teacher  was 
John  Roundtree.  He  had  nothing  but  his  brain 
and  muscle  to  depend  upon  when  lie  began  life 
for  himself,  but  these  were  sufficient  for  him  to 
hew  his  way  to  a  comfortable  living  and  a  com- 
petence. His  first  purchase  of  land  was  a  tract  of 
forty  acres  that  was  in  all  its  original  wildness 
when  it  came  into  his  possession.  After  a  while 
he  had  gathered  together  money  enough  to  war- 
rant him  in  purchasing  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  in  his  father's  estate.  He  now  has  one  of 
the  substantially  improved  and  fine-looking  farms 
of  Wayne  Township.  He  has  it  well  provided 
with  buildings  for  every  needed  purpose,  and  has 
a  neatly-built  dwelling,  erected  in  1867  at  a  cost 
of  $1,500. 

Mr.  Hoff  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Barnett 
in  this  township  in  1846,  the  marriage  ceremony 


that  made  them  one  being  performed  by  Joseph 
Vernon.  They  are  warmly  esteemed  in  their 
neighborhood  for  their  genuine  merit  and  the 
many  and  ever  occurring  incidents  of  kindness 
that  mark  their  intercourse  with  those  about  them. 
They  have  four  children:  Nancy  Jane,  who  was 
born  in  1848,  and  was  married  in  1867  to  Will- 
iam Henderson,  a  farmer  in  Illinois;  Jerusha  Ann, 
who  was  born  in  1850,  and  was  married  in  1873 
to  Ambrose  Fruits,  a  farmer;  Mahala  B.,  who  was 
born  in  1855,  and  was  married  in  1883  to  S.  H. 
Nixon,  a  farmer  of  this  township,  by  whom  she  has 
four  children;  and  Emma  Zilla,  who  was  born  in 
1857,  and  died  in  1882. 


AMUEL  SKEETERS  is  engaged  as  a  farmer 

Reserve  Township,  Parke  County,  and 

agriculturist  of  enterprise  and  good 

business  judgment.  He  was  born  in  Mercer 
County,  Mo.,  August  30,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of 
AVilliam  and  Mary  (Duree)  Skeeters.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Abram  Skeeters,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, whence  he  migrated  to  Indiana  in  1826, 
and  made  settlement  in  Reserve  Township,  Parke 
County.  In  addition  to  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  he  also  engaged  in  running  flatboats  down 
the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans,  an  enterprise  in 
which  he  met  with  fair  success.  Unto  him  and  his 
wife,  Margaret  (Gooden)  Skeeters,  were  born  six 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

William  Skeeters  was  bom  in  Reserve  Township, 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  February  4,  1829,  and  lias 
passed  almost  his  entire  life  within  the  limits  of 
this  county,  where  he  is  well  known  and  highly 
regarded  as  a  farmer  and  stock-trader  of  energy. 
His  wife,  a  most  estimable  woman,  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  the  daughter  of  Peter  W.  and  Rebecca 
(Gooden)  Duree,  natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State, 
who  reared  a  family  of  five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. In  the  early  life  of  our  subject  there  is  little 
of  special    interest   for  the  biographer  to  record. 
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He  was  quite  small  when  his  parents  brought  him 
from  Missouri  to  their  former  home  in  Indiana, 
and  settled  near  Armiesburgh,  Parke  County. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  after  having  acquired 
a  common-school  education,  our  subject  commenced 
in  life  for  himself  and  rented  a  farm,  which  he 
operated  with  success.  His  industry  and  perse- 
verance have  resulted  in  the  acquirement  of  con- 
siderable property.  In  December,  1882,  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  good  land  in  Wabash 
Township,  and  eight  years  later  added  to  his 
landed  possessions  by  the  purchase  of  a  seventy- 
acre  tract  located  near  Armiesburgh.  This,  in  itself, 
speaks  better  than  words  could  do  of  his  energy 
and  thrift.  As  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  he  endeavors  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  latest  improvements  in  ma- 
x  chinery,  etc.,  and  pays  especial  attention  to  the 
cereals  for  which  the  soil  on  his  farm  is  best 
adapted. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  much  of  his 
success  may  with  justice  be  attributed,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Emma  Skeeters,  and  was  born  in 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Ruth  (Dixon)  Skeeters.  In  social  circles,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Skeeters  are  highly  regarded  and  are  welcome 
guests  in  the  best  homes  of  the  county.  While 
not  a  partisan,  our  subject  is  nevertheless  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  his  chosen  party,  the  Democratic, 
and  is  prominent  in  its  ranks. 


*^N^I 


INNS- 


NICHOLAS  N.  WHITEHALL,  the  enterpris- 
ing citizen  and  pioneer  manufacturer  of 
plows  and  other  farming  implements,  who 
identified  himself  with  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  rapidly  increasing  interests  of  the  Western 
country  a  full  half  century  ago,  came  with  his  par- 
ents from  far-off  North  Carolina  when  but  a  little 
boy,  and  settled  upon  the  broad  prairies  of  Rich- 
land Township,  Fountain  County,  Ind.  Born  in 
the  old  Tar  State  in  1822,  he  early  displayed  an 
eager  liking  for  mechanical  pursuits  and  a  desire 
to  know   the   why  and  wherefore,  which  in  later 


life  developed  into  the  practical  skill  that  enabled 
him  to  improve  upon  the  inventions  of  others, and 
adapt  them  to  an  easier  and  more  profitable  method 
of  use. 

Leaving  his  native  State  so  early  in  life,  it  is 
but  natural  to  suppose  that  our  subject's  memory 
of  his  birthplace  should  be  somewhat  dim  and  in- 
distinct, but  the  events  of  dawning  manhood,  the 
hope,  courage  and  ambition  with  which  he  settled 
upon  a  small  farm  and  built  thereon  a  modest  lit- 
tle shop,  and  there  and  then  began  life's  business 
for  himself,  seem  but  as  things  of  yesterday,  though 
fifty  years  of  care  and  toil  and  wondrous  change 
have  come  and  gone.  A  family  of  seven  strong, 
hardy,  merry  children  came  with  the  parents  from 
North  Carolina  to  the  West.  The  way  was  long 
and  tedious,  traveling  by  wagon  day  after  day' 
was  slow  and  tiresome,  but  all  things  come  to  an 
end,  and  at  last  they  settled  upon  Indiana  soil, 
whose  sod  had  not  been  turned. 

The  pioneer  sons  and  daughters  did  their  share 
in  household  work  and  farming  duties,  and  as  cir- 
cumstances permitted  went  to  the  humble  neigh- 
boring school,  and  there,  with  limited  time,  gained 
a  primary  education.  Mr.  Whitehall  was  reared 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  duly  trained  in  the 
various  labors  of  agriculture,  but  he  was  a  born 
mechanic  and  desired  a  trade.  Having  at  last  ac- 
quired one  and  become  skillful  in  the  use  of  tools, 
he  felt  himself  ready  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  In  1844,  our  subject  married  Miss  Amelia 
Stephens,  and  with  her  located  on  the  farm  to 
which  his  well-remembered  shop  soon  drew  the 
surrounding  population.  It  was  not  long  before 
the  young  mechanic  turned  his  attention  almost 
entirely  to  the  manufacturing  of  plows. 

Although  Mr.  Whitehall  was  not  the  inventor, 
he  made  the  first  plows  used  in  the  county  which 
would  turn  the  soil  over,  allowing  it  to  slip  off 
smoothly.  In  1854  he  began  experimenting  with 
a  cultivator,  which  would  allow  corn  and  vegeta- 
bles to  be  plowed  on  both  sides.  Industrious  and 
hard-woiking,  his  business  prospered,  and  he  was 
well  able  to  care  for  the  family  who  came  one  after 
another  into  the  home.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
had  the  following  childreu:  Alec,  the  eldest,  is  a 
prominent  lawyer  at  Watseka,  111.,  where  he  has 
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held  the  position  of  Judge.  He  is  an  able  man 
and  highly  respected.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Cook;  Lizzie  died  unmarried;  Curtis  and  Colum- 
bus are  twins,  the  former  being  a  successful  mer- 
chant of  Covington;  William  is  deceased;  and 
John  is  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Whitehall  lost  his  wife  in  1859,  and  by  her 
death  was  left  with  the  care  of  the  six  children,  all 
yet  young.  In  1863  he  was  again  united  in  the 
bonds  of  matrimony,  marrying  Miss  Melissa  Cook, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children.  Amelia  died  young; 
Ossa  resides  at  home.  Our  subject  comes  of  a  strong 
and  sturdy  race,  and  six  of  the  seven  children 
born  unto  his  parents  still  survive.  His  own  sons 
and  daughters  have  pleasant  homes,  and  occupy 
excellent  positions  in  life,  secure  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  their  friends  and  neighbors.  Mr. 
Whitehall  is  fraternally  connected  with  the  Farm- 
ers' Mutual  Benefit  Association,  and  both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  active  in  all  good  work. 
Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  a  finely  cultivated 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  there 
upon  his  homestead,  serene  in  the  consciousness  of 
a  well-spent  life,  he  is  now  enjoying  the  evening 
of  his  daj's. 


EV.  THOMAS  GRIFFITH,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  May  16,  1816,  in  the 
parish  of  Llanarth,  Cardiganshire,  South 
Xj§3)  Wales.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Evans)  Griffith,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  live 
children,  all  boys,  whose  names  as  they  occur  in 
succession  in  age  are  Thomas,  David,  Griffith, 
.  Evau  and  Jenkin,  Thomas  being  the  only  mem- 
ber of  his  family  who  came  to  America. 

Our  subject  received  a  collegiate  education  at 
Neuddlewyd  College,  in  his  native  town,  graduat- 
ing with  honor  in  1839.  Shortly  after  his  gradua- 
tion he  migrated  to  the  United  States,  land- 
ing in  New  York  City  May  16  (his  birthday), 
1840,  his  worldly  possessions  being  $50  in  cash. 

30 


Thanks  to  the  correct  training  and  careful  man- 
agement of  his  parents,  his  cash  account  was  the 
minor  portion  of  his  wealth;  for,  in  addition  to 
his  mental  culture,  they  had  instilled  into  his 
character  attributes  and  habits  of  honesty,  integ- 
rity, industry  and  frugality.  These  qualities  he 
soon  found  to  be  of  greater  intrinsic  value  than 
dollars  and  cents,  even  in  a  new  country.  Hav- 
ing been  prepared  for  the  ministry,  he  soon  re- 
moved from  New  York  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  given  charge  of  a  Welsh  Congregational 
Church. 

In  1841  Mr.  Griffith  entered  the  Lane  Semi- 
nary at  that  place,  and  was  graduated  from  it  in 
1844.  In  the  interim  he  preached  at  various  places. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Dayton,  remaining 
two  3'ears,  and  on  October  24,  1850,  he  was  married 
at  Cincinnati  to  Miss  Martha  M.,  a  daughter  of 
Conklin  Miller,  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
who  was  a  farmer  and  wheelwright  by  occupation. 

After  marriage  our  subject  removed  with  his 
bride  to  West  Newton,  Allen  Countjr,  Ohio,  where 
they  lived  seven  3Tears,  moving  thence  to  Bremen, 
Fairfield  County,  remaining  but  one  year,  when, 
in  March,  1858,  he  came  to  Montezuma,  Ind.,  and 
took  charge  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  preaching 
to  this  congregation  for  two  years  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  late  war,  during  the  second  year 
of  which  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Indiana  Cavalry 
as  its  chaplain. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith  was  with  his  regiment  in 
all  its  battles  from  Richmond,  Ky.,  to  Atlanta,  Ga. 
After  this  battle  he  was  left  with  the  sick  and 
wounded,  the  regiment  going  on  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  where  he  joined  them  after  the  engage- 
ment at  that  place.  His  services  were  in  as  great 
demand  by  the  sick  and  wounded  "flower  of  the 
country"  as  were  those  of  the  surgeons.  Theirs  was 
but  the  menial  dut}-  of  ministering  to  the  needs  of 
the  physical  man,  while  his  was  the  duty  of  minis- 
tering to  the  spiritual  man  by  offering  to  the  sin- 
sick  and  hungiy  soul  the  bread  of  life,  cheering 
on  the  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  death,  setting 
forth  the  promises,  praying  with  the  faltering, 
telling  them  of  Jesus,  encouraging  the  less  afflicted 
ones  to  make  a  stronger  fight  for  life,  and  point- 
ing all  to  the  cross  of  Christ  and  His  salvation. 
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Mr.  Griffith  was  captured  by  the  enemy  at  Rich- 
mond, Ky.,  in  September,  1862,  and  was  paroled 
and  recaptured  at  Marietta,  Ga.  In  September, 
1865,  at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  he  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service  and  returned  to  his 
home  at  Montezuma. 

Our  subject  was  again  given  charge  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  where  he  preached  for  three 
years  more,  making  a  total  of  five  }-ears  in  this 
church.  He  is  now  on  the  retired  list,  having 
preached  the  Gospel  of  Christ  for  fifty-three  years. 
He  and  his  good  wife  are  still  valued  citizens  of 
Montezuma,  honored  and  esteemed  by  all. 

In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  prior  to 
Cleveland's  first  administration  he  served  two 
and  a-half  jrears  as  Postmaster  at  Montezuma,  the 
working  of  which  office  he  greatly  improved.  He 
was  made  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Ac- 
cepted Masons  in  1853,  at  Lima,  Ohio,  and  still 
affiliates  with  that  body. 

To  Mr.  Griffith  and  wife  were  born  but  two  chil- 
dren: Lizzie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
and  Horace  B.,  who  is  a  prosperous  merchant  in 
Montezuma. 

Mr.  Griffith,  Sr.,  is  very  energetic,  enterprising 
and  progressive.  He  has  been  identified  with  most 
of  the  enterprises  of  importance  since  he  became 
a  citizen  of  the  town,  yet  withal  he  is  generous 
to  a  fault,  giving  much  of  his  time  and  means  to 
the  needy. 


ffiOHN  RATCLIFF,  a  wealthy  retired  farmer 
of  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Parke  County, 
is  one  of  the  most  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing men  who  have  advanced  its  interests. 
He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Cashatt)  Rat- 
cliff,  and  was  born  in  Chatham  County,  N.  C, 
January  I,  1810.  The  former  parent  was  reared 
in  North  Carolina  among  strangers,  his  father 
having  died  when  he  was  very  young.  Being 
thrown  on  his  own  resources,  Thomas  learned  the 


hatter's  trade  when  a  mere  lad,  which  he  continued 
to  follow  for  a  number  of  years.  On  reaching  his 
maturity,  he  married  Miss  Mary,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Margaret  Cashatt.  To  our  subject  and 
wife  were  born  the  following  children:  William, 
deceased;  John;  Hannah,  deceased,  the  wife  of 
Robert  Tunning;  Dorcas,  deceased,  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Cashatt;  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  King; 
Margaret,  wife  of  John  McPherson;  Miles;  and 
James.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Thomas  Ratcliff 
abandoned  his  trade  and  gave  his  attention  to 
farming.  He  emigrated  to  Ohio  about  1813,  and 
settled  in  Highland  County,  where  he  farmed  suc- 
cessfully until  coining  to  Indiana.  He  came  here 
in  1829  and  entered  land  from  the  Government  in 
Fountain  County,  near  Kingman,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  veteran  of  Revolution- 
ary fame,  distinguishing  himself  in  several  engage- 
ments, and  was  an  influential  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church  of  this  township. 

The  original  of  this  notice  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  first  marriage,  which  was  cele- 
brated in  the  year  1830.  The  lady  of  his  choice 
was  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Walter  and  Elizabeth 
(Bowman)  Clark.  Mrs.  Ratcliff  was  the  mother  of 
six  children,  namely:  William,  Walter,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Thomas  and  Marshall.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife  he  married  Miss  Anna  Marshall,  who 
survived  but  a  short  time.  After  her  decease  he 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Walden,  a  daughter 
of  Asa  and  Elizabeth  (Slaughter)  Wilson.  This 
lady  was  formerly  the  wife  of  Sanford  Brent. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  career  our  subject  en- 
tered eight3'  acres  of  Government  land  where  lie 
now  lives.  It  was  then  far  different  from  the 
prairies  of  the  present  day,  and  he  had  all  the 
work  he  could  do  to  bring  it  to  anything  like  a 
right  condition.  Having  a  fine  practical  knowledge, 
and  being  naturally  a  business  manager,  from  time 
to  time  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  more  land,  and 
after  he  entered  another  forty  acres  of  timber 
land  he  set  about  clearing  a  place  where  he  could 
erect  a  house.  For  a  time,  in  connection  with  his 
farm  pursuits,  he  operated  a  small  distillery,  which 
helped  him  somewhat  financially,  and  he  is  now 
the  proud  possessor  of  two  hundred  acres  of  attrac- 
tive and  well-tilled  land,     Besides  being  an  indul- 
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gent  father,  he  is  also  a  liberal  supporter  of  his 
family,  and  has  given  a  portion  of  his  estate  to  his 
children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ratcliff  are  much  esteemed,  both 
on  account  of  the  sterling  qualities  of  their  char- 
acter and  their  social  position.  Their  family  is 
among  the  best  in  the  county,  and  in  all  that 
means  true  home  life  they  are  in  the  front  rank* 
As  a  citizen,  man  and  friend,  our  subject  is  uni- 
versally regarded  by  those  who  know  him  worthy 
of  their  respect.  His  political  sympathies  are  with 
the  Republican  party  and  have  been  since  he  came 
to  understand  the  political  institutions  and  prin- 
ciples of  his  country.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  of  this  place. 


n 


^ELSON  G.  NEBEKER,  Superintendent  of 
the  Poor  Farm  of  Fountain   County,  Ind., 


jil Ms,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  section  from  his 
birth,  which  occurred  in  1842.  he  being  a  son  of 
Lucas  and  Abigail  (Gilbert)  Nebeker,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1819,  and  the  latter 
in  1821,  in  Connecticut,  she  being  a  daughter  of 
Asa  Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. Lucas  Nebeker,  Sr.,  took  up  his  abode 
in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1824,  and  settled  on 
a  farm  on  section  12,  Tioy  Township,  entering 
some  Government  land.  He  eventually  became  the 
owner  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  tilled  in  a  very  successful  manner  and 
on  which  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1839. 

Of  his  brothers  and  sisters  John,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio  in  1806,  married  Margaret  Bishop, 
and  until  his  death  resided  on  the  old  Shelby  place, 
where  he  reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  and 
took  for  his  second  wife  Delila  Morris;  Mary,  born 
in  Ohio  in  1808,  was  never  married  and  died  in 
1869;  Richard  M.,  born  in  Ohio  in  1810,  married 
Lucinda  Long, and  is  a  resident  of  Fountain  County ; 
Nancy,  born  in  Ohio  in  1816,  married  John  Adam- 
son,  a  farmer  residing  in  the   vicinity   of   Coving- 


ton; Charlotte,  born  in  Ohio,  married  John  Mc- 
Kinney,  and  is  deceased;  George,  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  born  in  1813,  married  Mary  Steeley, 
and  for  some  time  resided  on  a  farm  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Covington.  One  of  his  sons,  E.  H.  Nebeker, 
was  United  States  Treasurer  under  Gen.  Harri- 
son. Lucas,  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  born  in  1819,  as 
above  stated,  and  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Margaret  Leach,  his  third  wife  being  a  Misslnsley. 
He  became  the  father  of  fifteen  children,  of  whom 
the  following  may  be  mentioned:  Charlotte  was 
born  in  1844,  and  died  in  1852:  Charles,  born  in 
Fountain  County  in  1846,  died  in  1851;  Edna  I., 
also  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in  1848,  died  in 
1851;  Almira,  born  in  1850,  died  in  1851;  Clara 
J.,  born  in  1852,  married  Will  Crapp,  a  minister, 
and  resides  in  Illinois;  Asburj'  C,  born  in  1856, 
is  a  stenographer  of  Decatur,  III.;  Martha  J.  was 
born  in  this  county  in  1858,  married  Anderson 
Brugh,  and  resides  in  La  Fayette,  Ind.;  J.  L.  first 
saw  the  light  of  day  in  1860,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Chicago;  Anna  R.,  born  in  1870,  yet  single;  and 
Nelson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject's  youth  was  spent  in  assisting  his 
father  on  the  home  farm,  and  during  this  time  he 
fortunately  secured  a  fair  common-school  educa- 
tion, which  he  has  since  found  of  great  service  to 
him  in  conducting  his  affairs.  In  1885  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Knapper,  who  was  born 
in  1855,  in  the  county  in  which  they  are  at  pres- 
ent residing,  a  daughter  of  N.  F.  Knapper,  her 
mother's  maiden  name  having  been  Morris.  The 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nebeker  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  child,  H.  F.,  who  was  born  in  this 
county  in  1886.  In  addition  to  attending  the 
common  schools,  he  entered  Greencastle  College 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  3'ears,  where  he  remained  from 
the  fall  of  1858  to  1861,  when  he  dropped  his 
books  to  become  a  votary  of  Mars,  enlisting  in  the 
Sixty-third  Indiana  Infantry.  During  his  three 
years'  service  he  was  in  many  engagements, among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  and  was  with  Sherman  all  through  the  At- 
lanta campaign  in  1864.  Since  that  time  he  has 
devoted  his  attention  to  farming  in  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  with  the  exception  of  some  titae 
spent  in  Kansas,  whither  he  went  in  1870  and  en- 
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tered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Government 
land.  After  remaining  on  this  farm  for  five  years 
he  returned  tolndianaand  here  has  since  made  his 
abiding-place. 

His  first  purchase  of  land  amounted  to  for- 
ty-five acres,  on  which  he  erected  a  substantial 
residence  and  other  good  farm  buildings.  His 
good  judgment  is  well  known,  and  in  1890  he  was 
elected  Superintendent  of  the  County  Poor  Farm, 
which  he  has  since  conducted  in  a  very  satisfac- 
tory and  praiseworthy  manner.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  both  are  teachers  in  the  Sunday-school.  Mr. 
Nebeker  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  P3-thias,  of 
which  organization  he  has  been  a  member  since 
1882,  and,  politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
although  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office. 
His  grandfather  was  Associate  Judge  of  the  county 
and  was  on  the  Bench  when  the  first  man  in  the 
county  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  The Nebeker 
family  is  of  German  descent,  but  for  a  number  of 
generations  back  have  been  natives  and  loyal  citi- 
zens of  America. 


'#*§§*§* 
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OL.  ABEL  MITCHELL.  In  our  attempt 
to  give  the  genealogy  of  the  Mitchell  fam- 
ily and  their  immediate  descendants,  we 
will  take  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  as  a  representative.  Abel  Mitchell  was  born 
in  Raccoon  Township,  Parke  County,  December 
18,  1835.  His  great-grandfather  was  an  Irishman, 
but  his  name  nor  the  date  of  his  birth  cannot  be 
ascertained;  he  settled  in  Virginia  in  an  early  day 
and  married  a  French  lady,  who  became  the  mo- 
ther of  four  sons:  William,  Edward,  Barzil  and 
Amos.  The  parents  of  these  boys  died  when  they 
were  small  and  they  were  forced  to  rely  on  their 
own  responsibility.  They  were  all  brave  soldiers 
during  the  times  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
served  a  full  period.  They  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  battles  of  Bunker  Hill,  Trenton,  Mon- 
mouth, and  also  at  the  surrender   of  Comwallis. 


After  the  war  closed  these  brothers  were  scattered 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Of  these  we 
have  not  been  able  to  trace  any  but  William, 
who  was  the  grandfather  of  the  present  generation 
of  Mitchells  and  was  born  in  Pittsylvania  County, 
Va.,  in  1747.  For  a  time  he  lived  at  Hobb's  Hale, 
a  place  in  that  State  that  we  are  notable  to  locate. 
He  was  by  occupation  a  carpenter,  a  farmer  and 
tobacco-raiser.  He  married  an  Irish  lady,  who  was 
born  in  1754,  and  died  in  1842.  His  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  his  native  county  and  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  namely:  Frederick 
N.,  who  was  the  eldest,  and  was  a  large  planter 
and  slave-owner  near  Nashville,  Ten n., also  reputed 
to  be  very  wealthy.  Olive,  the  second  child,  mar- 
ried John  Bullington,  of  Virginia,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children.  They  went  from  Virginia 
to  Kentucky,  and  in  1823  removed  to  Parke 
County  and  settled  at  New  Discovery,  where  they 
died.  Their  children  were  Jane,  William  Robert, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  James,  John,  Martha,  Josiah  and 
Chloe  Ann. 

Isaac  was  the  third  child  of  William  Mitchell 
and  but  little  is  known  of  him.  Elizabeth,  the 
fourth  child,  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Giles 
Lansford,  by  whom  she  had  three  children,  Giles, 
Jefferson  and  Mary.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  and  the  mother  married  John  Ellis,  who  went 
to  Floyd  County,  Ind.  William  married  in  Ken- 
tucky and  came  to  Parke  County,  where  he  re- 
mained for  live  or  six  years,  and  then  went  to  Mis- 
souri, where  he  died  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  had  two  sons  in  the  Union  army  and  two 
fighting  in  the  cause  of  the  Confederates.  Nothing 
is  known  of  Chloe,  the  next  child.  Giles  was  born 
October  3,  1787,  and  was  the  father  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  John,  James  M.,  Mary  Ann,  Sam- 
uel M.,  Nancy,  Stephen,  Giles  Bedford,  Ellen  A. 
and  Georgia  Ann.  Mary  was  the  eighth  child 
of  William,  and  married  Levi  Burton  and  reared 
two  children,  William  and  Elizabeth.  Robert 
Mitchell,  of  whom  a  sketch  will  appear  on  another 
page  of  this  work,  is  the  next. 

Abel  Mitchell,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  youngest 
child  of  Robert  Mitchell,  Sr.,  and  was  born  on  the 
farm  south  of  Bridgeton,  where  the  family  first 
settled.     When   about  one  year   old    his    parents 
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came  to  the  place  where  he  has  since  lived.  In 
his  boyhood  days  he  was  given  the  advantages  of 
a  common-school  education,  living  with  his  mother 
after  his  father's  death,  and  his  home  was  her  abid- 
ing-place up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  December  8, 
1892. 

Our  subject  was  married  January  3,  1858,  to 
America  Bell,  the  daughter  of  John  Bell,  who  was 
a  pioneer  of  Vigo  County,  this  State.  She  is  next 
to  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
and  was  born  January  2,  1838.  Her  brothers  and 
sisters  were  Carolins,  Isaac  N.,  Harriet  Jane,  Frank- 
lin D.,  Elenor,  Addison  W.,  Emily,  Miranda,  Aus- 
tin, America  and  Malinda.  Of  this  family  but  five 
are  living,  namely:  Addison,  Emily,  Miranda, 
Austin  and  America.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  in  February,  1855,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  in  November,  1882. 

The  children  of  Col.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  are: 
John,  born  October  7,  1858,  and  of  whom  a  more 
extended  sketch,  will  be  found  in  this  volume. 
Sarah  Elenor,  born  August  19,  1860,  and  at  home 
with  her  parents.  McCleilan,  born  December  23i 
1862,  and  who  was  married  in  August,  1 883,  to  Han- 
nah Rea.  This  lad}-  is  the  daughter  of  James  Rea, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Bridgeton, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Claude,  Maud  and 
James  Edgar.  Emily,  the  fourth  child,  born  July 
24,  1865,  was  married  to  William  A.  Rogers  July 
20,  1886,  and  resides  on  Mr.  Mitchell's  farm.  They 
have  three  children:  Jessie,  Harry  Mitchell  and 
Abel  Franklin.  Horatio  Seymour,  the  fifth  child 
of  our  subject,  was  born  Jul}'  2,  1868.  and  died 
July  26,  1869.  Lee,  born  April  26,  1871,  was  edu- 
cated at  Bloomingdale  and  in  the  Earlham  College 
at  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  is  now  living  at  home. 
The  younger  children  were  Frederick  Abel,  born 
August  6,  1874;  Hampton  Worth,  born  January 
17,  1877,  and  who  died  December  12,  1879;  and 
Claude  Curtis,  who  was  born  April  7,  1879,  and 
died  February  10,  1881. 

Mr.  Mitchell  of  this  sketch  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  and  stock-dealers  of  Parke 
County  and  now  owns  more  than  one  thousand 
acres  of  fine  land  and  his  beautiful  home  on  the 
Big  Raccoon.  He  has  one  of  the  finest  farm  resi- 
dences in  the  State,  and  like  all  of  his   name   is  a 


strong  Democrat.  He  attended  the  Democratic  con- 
vention in  Chicago  in  1864  that  nominated  Gen. 
McCleilan  for  President.  He  was  twice  a  candi- 
date for  County  Treasurer,  but  the  county  was 
overwhelmingly  Republican  and  he  was  defeated. 
The  Colonel  served  as  Township  Trustee  for  one 
term  and  on  a  re-election  he  refused  to  qualify. 
He  is  one  of  those  square,  upright,  honest  men 
whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet.  Thus  briefly  we 
have  given  the  history  of  this  prominent  family 
and  from  the  most  reliable  information. 


tf  WASHINGTON  RYNEARSON  makes  his 
\rjfl  home  on  section  2,  Cain  Township,  which 
Vj^p  was  his  birthplace  and  has  one  of  the  finest 
equipped  farms  in  Fountain  County.  He  is  a  son 
of  Ezekial  Rynearson,  who  was  a  prominent  figure 
among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  section.  He  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  August  9,  1794, 
and  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents moved  to  the  wilds  of  Warren  Count}',  Ohio, 
in  1806.  He  there  grew  to  a  stalwart,  active  man- 
hood, and  November  24,  1853,  took  unto  himself 
a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Applegate. 
In  1829  he  emigrated  from  Warren  County  with 
his  family  to  this  State,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to 
enter  land  from  the  Government  in  Cain  Town- 
ship, theie  procuring  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  acres  on  section  2,  township  19.  The  coun- 
try was  in  a  perfectly  wild  condition,  and  at  that 
time  wolves,  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  other  game 
abounded. 

Mr.  Rynearson  erected  a  log  cabin,  into  which 
he  removed  his  family,  whose  home  it  was  until 
the  year  1856,  when  it  was  replaced  by  the  more 
pretentious  one  occupied  by  the  son  of  whom  we 
write.  He  was  without  capital  when  he  started 
to  hew  a  farm  out  of  the  wilderness,  but  he 
went  to  work  with  a  good  will  and  in  time  became 
comparatively  wealthy.  He  was  a  Whig  in  early 
life,  but  became  identified  with  the  Republicans 
after  the  formation  of  that  party,  and  during  the 
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war  was  one  of  the  enrolling  officers  of  the  State. 
He  was  a  strong  man,  mentally  and  morally,  was 
exemplaiy  in  his  habits,  and  espeeiall}'  was  he  op- 
posed to  all  forms  of  intemperance,  whether  in  the 
use  of  tobacco  or  liquor.  The  love  and  respect  of 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  were  his 
in  a  marked  degree.  He  was  a  typical  pioneer, 
and  his  early  struggles  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the 
wilderness  form  an  interesting  chapter  in  his  his- 
tory. He  departed  this  life  in  February,  1874, 
and  his  wife  March  25,  of  the  following  year. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  ten  grew  to  adult  years:  Nicholas,  now  de- 
deceased;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Jacob  Dice,  a  farmer  of 
this  county;  Maitha,  who  became  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Walker,  and  is  now  deceased;  Rebecca,  who 
married  George  Applegate,  and  has  since  passed 
away;  La  Fa yette,  deceased;  our  subject;  Elizabeth, 
who  was  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Wyan,of  Hillsboro,  and 
is  now  deceased;  Ellen,  wife  of  L.  A.  Lucas,  of 
Veedersburgh;  Amanda,  who  married  Louis  Miller, 
of  Richland  Township;  John,  a  mail  agent  between 
Brazil  and  Chicago;  and  Melinda,  who  married 
John  Tinsley.  There  were  twenty-five  grand- 
children and  eight  great-grandchildren  in  the  fam- 
ily when  the  parents  of  our  subjact  were  called  to 
their  final  home. 

Washington  Rynearson  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Cain  Township,  February  15,  1836. 
He  attended  the  local  district  schools  in  his  boy- 
hood, but  the  most  of  his  education  is  such  as 
is  gained  by  experience.  He  early  became  initiated 
into  all  kinds  of  farm  work,  and  has  always  fol- 
lowed farming  and  stock-raising.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  located  on  the  farm  where  his  life  had 
been  previously  passed.  He  bought  out  the  other 
heirs,  and  lifted  a  mortage  of  $5,000,  after  which 
he  proceeded  to  develop  and  improve  the  farm. 
He  has  spent  considerable  money  on  improvements, 
having  placed  the  land  under  a  fine  drainage  sys- 
tem. The  farm  is  highly  cultivated,  while  substan- 
tial buildings  for  every  needed  purpose  add  to  the 
usefulness  and  thrifty  appearance.  To  the  orig- 
inal acreage  of  the  homestead  the  owner  has 
added  until  it  now  comprises  two  hundred  and 
fifty-two  acres  of  fertile  land. 

Mr.  Rynearson  was   married  April  11,  lbTo.   to 


Miss  Sarah  Ellen,  daughter  of  Abraham  Herr. 
The  family  was  of  Swiss  origin.  The  father  went 
from  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  to  Warren  Count}', 
Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Rynearson  was  born  January  20, 
1842.  In  1850  her  parents  came  to  Indiana,  set- 
tling in  Union  County,  where  the  father  purchased 
land  and  engaged  in  operating  a  flouring-mill. 
From  there  he  removed  to  Crawfordsville  with  his 
family,  where  he  lived  for  a  time,  subsequently  re- 
turning to  Warren  County,  Ohio,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1873.  His  wife  died  April  26,  1887, 
aged  about  eighty  years.  The}'  were  the  parents 
of  fifteen  children,  of  whom  five  are  living.  To 
our  worthy  subject  and  wife  has  been  born  one 
son,  Edwin,  December  30,  1873. 

Not  onl}'  as  a  farmer  but  as  a  citizen  the  career 
of  Mr.  Rynearson  has  been  creditable  alike  to  him- 
self and  to  Ins  native  county.  When  our  country 
was  threatened  with  disunion  and  the  Old  Flag 
was  dishonored,  he  manfully  did  his  duty  as  a  sol- 
dier, becoming  a  member  of  Company  C,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
by  his  meritorious  service  was  raised  to  the  rank 
of  Corporal.  His  brother  John  also  fought  in  the 
war,  belonging  to  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Sixteenth  Indiana  Infantry.  Our  subject  is  a 
Republican  and  stanch  in  his  political  faith. 


-^"<-^=:=-> 
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ft/ACOB  W.  RATCLIFF  was  chosen  Trus- 
tee of  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Parke  Coun- 
ty, in  the  j'ear  1890  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  was  elected  to  that  responsible  posi- 
tion on  the  Democratic  ticket  by  a  majority  of 
sixteeu  votes.  This  is  the  more  remarkable  as  the 
township  is  thoroughly  Republican,  and  is  a  trib- 
ute to  his  own  sterling  worth  and  the  high  respect 
in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-citizens,  many  of 
whom,  casting  aside  party  lines,  deposited  their 
ballot  in  his  favor.  He  has  lived  a  life-time  in 
this  identical  township,  where  his  birth  occurred, 
and  is  consequently  well  known  by  all  the  old 
residents.     Mr.    Ratcliff   owns  a  farm    on   section 
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10,  on  which  he  makes  his  home.  This  place, 
which  comprises  seventy-seven  acres,  has  been 
brought  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is 
very  fertile,  yielding  abundant  harvests  in  re- 
turn for  the  persevering  effort  and  care  the  owner 
bestows  upon  it. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  1st  of  July,  1854, 
on  his  father's  farm  in  this  township.  His  par- 
ents are  Miles  and  Susan  Ratcliff,  whose  life 
record  will  be  found  in  another  portion  of  this 
volume.  They  have  long  been  counted  among 
this  section's  most  honored  pioneers  and  best  citi- 
zens. The  educational  privileges  of  our  subject 
were  those  of  the  district  schools  of  the  county. 
He  remained  with  his  parents,  with  filial  care 
lightening  their  labors  and  lending  his  assistance 
in  carrying  on  the  old  homestead,  until  past  his 
majority. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  leaving  home, 
our  subject  went  to  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years  with  his  brother  on 
his  farm,  after  which  he  returned  and  took  charge 
of  the  old  homestead  for  one  year  and  one-half, 
when  he  purchased  seventy-seven  acres  of  land,  the 
farm  which  he  now  cultivates,  and  he  has  made 
a  great  many  improvements  upon  it  since  becom- 
ing the  owner.  He  has  steadily  overcome  the  ob- 
stacles and  difficulties  in  his  pathway  with  com- 
mendable courage,  and  his  efforts  have  been 
crowned  with  abundant  success. 

In  the  year  1882  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Ratcliff  and  Miss  Gertie  Ward,  who  was  born  in 
Penn  Township,  and  was  here  reared  to  woman- 
hood. She  is  a  well-educated  and  amiable  lady, 
who,  like  her  husband,  has  won  a  host  of  friends 
in  the  neighborhood.  She  is  a  daughter  of  J.  C. 
and  Elizabeth  (McCord)  Ward,  who  are  both  na- 
tives of  Parke  County.  The  union  of  our  worthy 
subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  with  a  family 
of  three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Therein 
V.,  Evart  L.  and  Minnie  G. 

In  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  is  situated  his  home,  Mr.  Rat- 
cliff has  ever  borne  his  part,  and  his  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  citizenship  deserves  all 
credit.  It  has  often  been  said  that  the  farmers 
are  the  backbone  and  strength  of  a  country's  pros- 


perity, and  this  has  been  proven  to  be  true  time  and 
again  in  the  history  of  nations.  In  the  person  of 
our  subject  we  see  one  of  those  who,  following 
that  peaceful  avocation,  have  "builded  wiser  than 
they  knew,"  and  have  left  to  their  children  and 
country  the  benefits  accruing  from  their  years  of 
well-spent  toil  and  effort. 


\  p^ IIILLIP  SHOAF  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  lo- 
ll/ cated  on  section  3.  Sugar  Creek  Township, 
•^  Parke  County,  the  place  comprising  one 
J  \  hundred  and  thirteen  acres.  He  is  num- 
bered among  the  progressive  farmers  of  the  town- 
ship, and  whatever  he  has  acquired  has  been  made 
by  the  hardest  efforts  since  reaching  his  majority. 
He  began  working  at  cutting  rails  and  cordwood, 
receiving  twenty-five  cents  for  one  hundred  of  the 
former,  and  a  like  sum  for  each  cord  of  four-foot 
wood.  Often  he  received  only  thirtj' -seven  and 
a-half  cents  for  a  hard  day's  labor,  and  during 
harvest  worked  with  the  old-fashioned  sickle  for 
seventy-five  cents  perday.  He  was  born  in  David- 
son County,  N.  C,  December  5,  1824,  and  is  a  son 
of  David  and  Mary  C.  (Sowers)  Shoaf.  The  for- 
mer's lather,  whose  Christian  name  was  Jacob, 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  before  the  Revolutionary  War,  settling  in 
North  Carolina,  where  he  married  and  reared  his 
family  of  five  children  on  a  farm.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  lived  to 
a  good  old  age. 

It  was  in  1799  that  the  birth  of  David  Shoaf  oc- 
curred. This  event  took  place  in  North  Carolina, 
where  he  lived  until  after  his  marriage.  Eight 
sons  were  the  result  of  his  union,  viz.:  Michael, 
William,  Phillip,  David,  Jacob,  Solomon,  Alfred 
and  Henry,  who  are  all  living.  About  1826,  the 
father  emigrated  to  Kentucky  with  his  family,  mak- 
ing the  journey  with  a  wagon,  and  four  years  later 
came  to  Parke  County,  locating  on  Raccoon  Creek. 
He  afterward  removed  to  Illinois,  where  lie  died 
at  the  age  of   eighty-one  years.     He    was    a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  was,  politically, 
a  Democrat.  Our  subject's  mother  having  died 
when  he  was  only  ten  years  old,  the  father  mar- 
ried his  first  wife's  cousin,  Mrs.  Catherine  Myers, 
nee  Sowers,  and  to  them  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Margaret  (deceased),  Samuel,  An- 
drew, Viola,  Joseph  and  Emmeline. 

When  about  twenty-five  years  old,  Phillip  Shoaf 
and  Dillie  Sowers  were  united  in  wedlock.  She 
was  his  second  cousin,  and  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Sarah  (Long)  Sowers.  Nine  children  came 
to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoaf:  Sarah, 
Jemima,  Mary;  Alonzo  and  David,  who  died 
within  one  hour  of  each  other  with  typhoid  fever; 
Martha,  Rosalia  and  Perry  W.  Solomon,  the  fifth 
child,  was  bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  and  though  treated 
by  a  mad  stone,  at  the  end  of  nine  weeks  died 
from  hydrophobia.  During  the  late  war,  Mr. 
Shoaf,  who  was  not  able  to  leave  home  on  account 
of  his  little  family,  was  obliged  to  pay  $1,000  for  a 
substitute.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs,  and  in  po- 
litical faith  is  a  Democrat. 


£+^ 


ANIEL  CURTIS,  a  successful  farmer  and 
well-known  manufacturer  of  tile  in  Win- 
gate,  Montgomery  County,  was  born  in 
1853,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
his  present  home.  His  family  name  is  an  honored 
one  all  over  the  land.  Prominent  citizens  of  varied 
professions  and  business,  distinguished  authors, 
judges,  statesmen,  soldiers,  and  farmers  bear  the 
name  of  Curtis,  and  all  alike,  both  rich  and  poor, 
are  the  descendantsof  English  ancestry.  More  than 
two  centuries  ago  the  name  of  Curtis  was  a  famil- 
iar one  among  the  struggling  colonists  who  laid 
the  firm  foundation  of  our  national  independence. 
Mr.  Curtis  was  undoubtedly  named  in  honor  of 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Curtis,  who  was 
a  native  of  Maryland  and  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary courage  and  ability.  He  served  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  early  history  of  the  United  States,  and 


afterward,  marrying  a  Miss  Pocock,  also  a  native  of 
Maryland  and  a  lady  of  excellent  family  connec- 
tions, transmitted  to  his  descendants  the  love  of  his 
country  and  the  ardent  patriotism  of  the  true 
American.  Grandfather  Curtis  and  his  wife  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  most  of  whom  lived 
to  marry  and  rear  families  of  their  own.  The 
names  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  are  Levi,  Jane, 
Joseph,  Mary  A.,  James  P.,  Temperance,  Wesley 
and  Nicholas.  Jane  married  a  Mr.  Wiley;  James 
P.  now  lives  in  Middletown,  Ohio;  Temperance 
married  William  Moore,  of  Busbnell,  111. 

Levi,  the  eldest  son,  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  in 
1817.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Dick)  Curtis,  was  born 
in  Hartford  Count}-,  Md.,  in  1821.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Temperance  (Wadlow) 
Dick.  Adam  Dick  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
a  worthy  man  and  a  good  citizen.  Like  Grand- 
father Curtis,  this  maternal  ancestor  also  fought 
for  his  country,  and  left  a  record  of  an  honest,  up- 
right life.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Curtis  settled  in 
Montgomery  Count}',  Ind.,  at  a  very  earl}'  day, 
and  were  prosperous,  the  father  leaving  behind 
him  at  his  death  a  comfortable  estate. 

Daniel  Curtis  enjoyed  the  advantages  afforded 
by  the  district  schools,  and  grew  up  to  manhood 
amid  the  scenes  and  earl}'  associations  of  his  life. 
He  exchanged  single  blessedness  for  matrimony  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  The  lady  whom  he 
married  was  Miss  Julia  Stout,  and  their  marriage 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  surviving  child, 
JEtna  B.,  is  a  bright,  promising  boy,  the  sunshine 
of  a  happy  home. 

Mr.  Curtis,  although  a  successful  manufacturer 
of  tile,  has  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  farming. 
As  a  tiller  of  the  soil  he  has  had  a  wide  experi- 
ence and  profitable  results.  His  father  left  him  an 
inheritance  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of 
valuable  land,  and,  as  a  wise  investment,  our  sub- 
ject has  added  to  his  farming  property  a  fine  tract 
of  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  well  situated  and 
susceptible  of  high  improvement.  In  1881  Mr. 
Curtis  bought  an  interest  with  Maurice  J.  Lee 
in  the  tile  mill  business,  of  which  he  has  had 
the  management  ever  since.     At  the  expiration  of 
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five  years  he  purchased  Mr.  Lee's  interest,  and 
since  1886  has  been  sole  proprietor  of  the  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Curtis  is  not  a  politician  in  the  ordi- 
nary acceptation  of  the  word,  but  he  is  well  in- 
formed as  to  the  matters  of  the  day,  especially  the 
conduct  of  local  affairs,  and  is  a  Democrat,  adher- 
ing strictly  to  the  principles  of  his  party.  Frater- 
nally, Mr.  Curtis  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  socially  has  a  host  of  friends  in  the 
community  where  he  has  spent  his  life-time. 


lICIIARD  N.  NEWTON  represents  the  agri- 
cultural class  of  Florida  Township,  Parke 
County,  and  was  born  in  old  Virginia 
^g)  July  23,  1828,  being  the  third  child  in 
order  of  birth  in  a  large  family  of  children  born 
to  William  and  Eliza  (Barnes)  Newton,  as  follows: 
Emeline,  the  eldest,  who  died  when  a  young  lady; 
Benjamin  W.,  now  one  of  the  wealthiest  farmers 
in  this  township;  Mary  and  Margaret,  deceased; 
Martha,  deceased,  who  married  Mr.  Kettle,  and 
after  his  death  made  her  home  in  St.  Clair  County, 
Mo.;  Harriet,  who  married  John  Faws,  aud  lives 
at  Roseville;  Linuie,  widow  of  John  Conner,  of 
St.  Clair  County,  Mo.;  Lucy,  wife  of  James  W. 
Holt,  both  now  deceased ;  and  Isaac  H.,  who  married 
Mary  B.  Jones,  and  lives  in  Bates  County,  Mo., 
near  Prairie  City. 

The  parents  of  this  family  were  born  in  Virginia, 
the  mother  havingbeen  born  March  23, 1801.  Both 
families  were  of  English  and  Irish  ancestry,  and 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  an  orphan  and 
married  an  orphan.  He  was  of  Revolutionary 
fame  and  fought  under  Gen.  Washington  at  the 
capture  of  Guilford  Court  House.  Benjamin,  a 
brother,  was  also  a  soldier. 

The  father  of  our  subject  moved  to  Kentucky 
from  Virginia  and  finally  to  Indiana,  locating 
near  Rockville.  He  died  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Pence  Neighborhood.  The  mother  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son  Benjamin,  of  whom  we  have  just 
spoken.  Richard  had  but  poor  advantages  for 
obtaining  an  education,  his  father  being  a  man  of 


very  limited  means,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  he  was  obliged  to  earn  his  own  living. 
In  1850,  he  went  to  Iowa  and  there  purchased  a 
farm;  but  thinking  it  best  to  have  a  helpmate  who 
would  encourage  and  assist  him  in  his  pursuit,  he 
married  Amanda  A.  Home,  at  Bloomfield,  Iowa, 
October  9,  1851.  This  lady  was  bom  in  Parke 
County,  Ind.,  November  9,  1829,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Home,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Newton  remained  in  Iowa  until  1859,  when  they 
returned  to  Parke  County,  and  lived  in  various 
places  until  1870,  at  which  time  they  settled  on 
the  place  where  the}'  now  reside,  having  purchased 
it  a  year  previously. 

Mr.  Newton  and  wife  have  been  the  parents  of 
eleven  children.  Martha  J.,  wife  of  William  Cottrai, 
died  July  13,  1871,  leaving  one  child,  Cora.  Sarali 
C.  married  Joseph  Cox,  December  24,  1874.  Eliza 
A.,  born  January  15,  1856,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Josiah  Boatman.  Margarette,  wife  of  R.  A.  Mod- 
set,  lives  in  Vigo  County.  William  T.  and  John 
Isaac  (twins)  were  born  January  6,  1861;  the 
former  married  Miss  Mary  Boatman  and  lives  in 
Rosedale,  and  the  latter  died  March  26,  1863. 
Nora  is  living  with  her  father.  Richard  V.  is  now 
engaged  at  the  Michigan  University,  at  Ann  Ar- 
bor, where  he  is  a  law  student.  Perry  0.  married 
Miss  Annie  Hamersly  and  they  are  residents  of 
Rosedale.  Laura  A.,  born  May  16,  1871,  lives  at 
home.  Charles  G.,  born  December  14,  1873,  is 
helping  his  father  in  the  farm  work.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  March  31,  1889. 

Mr.  Newton  has  always  been  a  great  temper- 
ance man  and  in  politics  has  devoted  his  life  and 
influence  to  the  Democratic  nominees.  He  is  an 
influential  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  as  is 
also  his  wife  and  all  his  children  but  one. 


ifcDfcHI 


UILLIAM  H.  BARNES,  one  of  the  represen- 
tative farmers  of  Parke  County,  Ind.,  is 
also  a  native  of  the  county,  born  in  Wash- 
ington Township,  June  11,  1850.  His  parents 
were  Edward  and  Serepta  (Bruin)  Barnes,  a  biog- 
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raphy  of  whom  also  appears  in  this  work.  Our 
subject  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools 
of  Washington  Township,  and  subsequently  at- 
tended the  college  at  Waveland,  Ind.  After  com- 
pleting his  education,  he  was  for  three  years  a  suc- 
cessful teacher  in  Washington  Township. 

Mr.  Barnes'  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  Parke 
County,  where  he  is  a  highly  esteemed  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty -seven  acres  on  section  24,  Washington 
Township.  He  also  owns  his  father's  old  homestead 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  on  section  24, 
both  farms  being  finely  improved.  He  was  mar- 
ried December  29,  1887,  to  Miss  L.  C.  Stark,  daugh- 
ter of  T.  C.  and  Mary  Stark,  natives,  respectively, 
of  Kentucky  and  Indiana.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barnes  were  born  the  following  children:  Lottie, 
Freddie,  Eddie,  Elmer,  Thomas,  Alice  Ray  and" 
Hal,  all  bright  and  interesting  girls  and  boys,  of 
whom  their  parents  may  be  justly  proud. 


L^p^HOMAS  MILLER,  one  of  the  active,  prom- 
//tfjS^,  inent  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Van  Bu- 
^ig?  ren  Township,  Fountain  County,  is  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  has  a  highly  productive 
farm  on  section  6.  He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  Miller, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  went  to  live  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  when  fourteen  years  old. 
There  he  grew  to  manhood  and  in  due  time  mar- 
ried Ruth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Collier,  a  promi- 
nent pioneer  of  Butler  County.  The  father  of 
Thomas  Collier  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary War. 

After  his  marriage  Daniel  Miller  continued  to 
reside  in  Butler  County  some  three  3Tears,  on  a 
farm  that  ho  owned.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Indiana,  in  1835  or  1830,  and  settled  in 
Richland  Township,  this  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to 
which  he  subsequently  added  forty  acres,  and 
that    was    his    home    until   he  closed   his  eyes    to 


the  scenes  of  earth.  He  was  a  valued  member  of 
the  Christian  Church  and  was  a  Deacon  for  many 
years.  In  early  days  he  was  a  Democrat,  but 
afterward  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party  and  voted  for  Lincoln.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living,  viz.:  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Jacob  Snyder, 
a  farmer  residing  at  Veedersburgh;  Thomas;  and 
Margaret,  the  wife  of  John  McKnight,  a  farmer 
and  grain-dealer  of  Noble  County,  Minn.  Dan- 
iel W.  died  at  the  age  of  three  3-ears. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  November 
7,  1838,  in  one  of  the  pioneer  homes  of  Richland 
Township,  and  grew  up  in  his  native  county  to 
be  one  of  its  useful  citizens.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools,  and  gained  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  farming  on  his  father's  farm.  After  his 
marriage  he  rented  the  old  homestead,  which  ult- 
imately came  into  his  possession,  but  in  April, 
1855,  he  traded  it  for  his  present  place  of  resi- 
dence in  Van  Buren  Township.  His  farm  consists 
of  ninety  acres  of  the  richest  land  in  Fountain 
County,  which  has  been  well  developed  by  judi- 
cious cultivation  and  produces  abundant  crops  of 
grain,  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  bushels  of  corn 
and  upwards  of  thirty  bushels  of  wheat  to  the 
acre  being  the  average  yield.  The  improvements 
that  our  subject  has  made  upon  it  are  of  a  good 
class. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Miller  with  Miss  Martha 
A.,  daughter  of  Hiram  Morehouse,  was  contracted 
in  his  native  township.  Mrs.  Miller's  father  was 
an  early  settler  of  Van  Buren  Township,  coming 
here  from  Ohio.  His  father  was  from  New  Jer- 
sey. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  had  six  children, 
all  of  whom  but  one,  Adelia,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  three  and  one-half  years,  are  still  living.  The 
others  are  Zulemia,  wife  of  Frank  Cook,  of  Van 
Buren  Township;  Louella,  wife  of  Edward  Helm; 
Bert,  Vernon  and  Lucretia.  The  last  three  are  at 
home  with  their  parents. 

Our  subject  is  sound  in  politics  and  adheres  to 
the  Republican  party.  He  belongs  to  the  Farmers' 
Detective  Association  of  Richland  Township,  and 
he  is  an  important  member  of  the  Farmers'  Mu- 
tual Benefit  Association,  of  which  he  is  Vice- 
President.     He  and  his  wife  are   among  the  lead- 
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ing  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  he 
is  a  Deacon.  His  two  eldest  daughters  also  belong 
to  the  church,  and  all  are  greatly  interested  in  the 
Sunday-school,  in  which  he  served  as  Superin- 
tendent at  one  time. 


GEORGE  F. 
Bonebreal 
a    Yeddq,  is 


^^EORGE  F.  SINES,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Bonebreak  <fe  Sines,  dealers  iu  dry  goods  at 
is  one  of  the  native-born  sons  of 
Fountain  County  who  represented  her  at  the 
front  during  the  Civil  War,  and  has  since  become 
one  of  her  most  enterprising  and  successful  busi- 
ness men,  identifying  himself  with  botli  the  mer- 
cantile and  agricultural  interests  of  this  section  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  Sines  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  on  Scott's 
Prairie,  September  26,  1840.  He  is  of  German 
ancestry,  his  grandfather,  who  emigrated  hither 
some  time  during  the  last  century,  being  the  first 
of  the  family  to  come  to  America.  He  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  his  son  Joseph,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1798.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  city,  where  lie  learned  the 
trade  of  a  weaver.  He  also  worked  on  a  farm  in 
his  youth.  He  was  married  in  Philadelphia  to 
Mary  Ann  Griffith,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Griffith, 
who  was  a  millwright  of  southeastern  Pennsylva- 
nia. Eight  or  ten  years  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Sines  left  Philadelphia  for  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and, 
locating  near  Chillicothe,  he  engaged  in  farming 
there  some  ten  years.  In  1839  he  came  to  Foun- 
tain County  and  settled  among  the  pioneers  of  Cain 
Township.  He  bought  a  tract  of  school  land  com- 
prising two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  in  the 
years  that  ensued  he  devoted  his  energies  to  clear- 
ing and  improving  it.  His  wife  actively  co-oper- 
ated with  him  in  the  making  of  a  good  home,  and 
they  spent  their  declining  years  amid  its  comforts, 
and  died  full  of  years,  her  death  occurring  in 
1874,  and  his  in  1878.  Mr.  Sines  was  a  Whig  un- 
til the  Republican  party  was  organized,  and  from 


that  time  he  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  policy 
of  that  party.  He  was  prominent  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs  for  several  years  as  Trustee 
of  the  township.  Religiously,  he  was  a  member 
and  Class-leader  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
He  and  his  wife  had  a  large  family  of  children,  as 
follows:  Richard  G.,  a  farmer  in  Nebraska;  John, 
who  was  a  farmer  and  died  in  Illinois;  Caroline, 
who  married  Amariah  El  well,  and  is  now  dead; 
Jane  G.,  wife  of  John  Elwell,  of  Iowa;  Joseph, 
who  died  in  Ross  County,  Ohio;  Mary  Ann,  wife 
of  J.  P.  Hartman,  of  Kearney,  Neb.;  Samuel,  who 
superintends  a  lumber  business  at  Adair,  Iowa; 
George  F.;  and  Melinda,  widow  of  Charles  Mar- 
shall, and  a  resident  of  Yeddo. 

George  F.  Sines,  of  whom  we  write,  was  reared 
and  educated  in  this  county.  When  he  began  life 
for  himself  he  first  engaged  in  farming.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  he  laid  aside  his  work  in  response 
to  his  country's  call,  and  his  name  was  enrolled 
as  one  of  the  brave  volunteers  of  Company  H, 
Sixty-third  Indiana  Infantry.  He  went  into  the 
army  as  a  private,  but  his  efficient  soldiership 
won  him  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Corporal  ere 
long.  He  bore  an  honorable  part  in  the  famous 
campaign  of  Sherman  through  Georgia  to  At- 
lanta, engaging  in  the  various  battles  from  Buz- 
zard's Roost  to  Atlanta,  and  from  Ft.  Fisher  to 
Goldsboro,  N.  C.  He  was  severe!}'  wounded  at 
Atlanta  during  ti  hotly-contested  engagement 
with  the  rebels,  and  was  in  a  hospital  for  nearly 
six  months.  He  gave  his  country  faithful  service 
until  after  the  terrible  war  was  brought  to  a  close, 
and  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  army  July  4,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  native  county  from  the  South, 
Mr.  Sines  resumed  his  former  occupation  in  Mill 
Creek  Township,  and  subsequently  bought  a  farm 
there,  which  he  operated  from  1871  to  1883.  In 
the  latter  year  he  came  to  Yeddo  to  engage  in  his 
present  business,  entering  into  a  partnership  with 
Messrs.  Bonebreak  and  Elwell,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bonebreak,  Elwell  &  Sines.  Mr.  Elwell 
withdrew  from  the  company  in  1886,  and  the  firm 
name  has  since  been  Bonebreak  &  Sines.  They 
have  an  establishment  that  is  complete  in  its  ap- 
pointments, and  they  carry  a  superior  class  of  dry 
goods,  supplying  their  customers  with  the   latest 
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,  and  best,  and  displaying  marked  enterprise  and  ad- 
mirable judgment  in  catering  to  the  tastes  and  re- 
quirements of  tlieir  patrons. 

October  6,  1861.  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Anthony  Raypole,  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  of  Mill  Creek  Township,  who 
came  to  this  county  from  Ross  County,  Ohio.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sines  are  blessed  with  a  family  of  nine 
children,  namely:  Caroline,  wife  of  James  Ward, 
a  druggist  at  Ilillsboio;  Barbara  A.,  wife  of  John 
Condon,  a  railroad  man  of  La  Fayette;  Samuel, 
who  manages  his  father's  farm;  Sylvester,  who  is 
also  at  home;  Mary,  Grant,  Clara,  Nellie  and 
Lottie.  Mr.  Sines  has  accumulated  a  comfortable 
fortune  by  honorable  methods,  and  besides  his 
business  interests  he  has  a  valuable  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he  devotes  prin- 
cipally to  raising  grain,  his  sons  attending  to  the 
management  of  the  farm  for  hini.  He  and  his 
family  are  highly  thought  of  throughout  the  com- 
munity, as  they  are  gifted  with  pleasant  social 
qualities,  and  are  kindly  and  considerate  in  their 
relations  with  their  neighbors  and  other  associates. 
Mr.  Sines  belongs  to  Harveysburg  Lodge  No.  314, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Kingman,  is  prominent  in  the 
control  of  its  affairs,  and  acts  as  its  Secretary. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  Deputy 
postmaster  at  Yeddo. 


J 


«  fife  T.  BRUSH,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brush 
\jj//  *  Snyder,  was  born  at  Waveland,  Ind.,  in 
Wyl  1845.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm, 
and  what  literary  education  he  received  was  from 
the  Waveland  Collegiate  Institute,  from  which  lie 
graduated  in  1865.  He  was  in  the  army  and 
served  as  a  brave  Union  soldier.  In  1886  he  read 
law  with  Thompson  A  Ristine  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  June  of  the  same  year,  whereupon  lie 
was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  Common 
Pleas  Court.  He  was  City  Attorney  from  I860  to 
1872,  and  has  held  the  same  office  since  1888.   For 


twelve  years  he  was  a  partner  with  Hon.  P.  S. 
Kenned}'  and  two  years  with  Ilon.R.  B.  F.  Peirce. 
His  reputation  is  fine  as  a  commercial  lawyer  in 
the  cross  examination  of  witnesses  and  he  is  a 
strong  and  forcible  speaker. 


^@r*= 


^> 


<Sp3)  LSWORTH  H.  CAHILL.  Among  the  prom- 
fe)  inent  and  successful  business  establishments 
It — ft  of  Parke  County,  the  firm  of  Crooks  &  Ca- 
hill  stands  foremost.  Though  of  comparatively 
recent  inception,  the  methods  adopted  by  the  part- 
ners have  been  such  as  to  gain  the  good-will  and 
confidence  of  the  general  public,  and,  being  young 
men,  the}'  possess  the  enthusiastic  energy  and  push 
so  characteristic  of  youth,  which  qualities,  coupled 
with  excellent  judgment  and  tact,  have  secured 
their  position  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  merchants 
of  the  county.  The  store  is  carried  on  under 
their  personal  supervision,  and  is  well  stocked 
with  a  complete  line  of  goods. 

The  junior  member  of  the  firm  is  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  notice.  He  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Bridgeton,  Ind.,  November  1,  1868,  and  is 
the  son  of  Griffith  and  Sarah  (Mitchell)  Call  ill,  na- 
tives, respectively,  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  The  fa- 
ther, who  was  born  January  11,  1834.  was  by  occu- 
pation a  carpenter  and  mechanic.  He  is  now  a 
resident  of  Bridgeton,  following  his  occupation 
of  carpenter.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  now  living,  E.  H,  our 
subject,  being  the  eldest.  The  father  was  twice 
married,  having  by  his  first  wife  two  children,  one 
deceased.     Our  subject  is  of  the  second  marriage. 

In  the  village  where  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed,  Flsworth  II.  Cahill  grew  to  manhood,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
place.  When  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  com- 
menced to  learn  the  trade  of  a  painter,  but  later 
abandoned  that  trade  for  commercial  pursuits.  In 
1889  he  entered  the  store  of  J.  R.  Mitchell  as  a 
clerk,  and  continued  in  the  employ  of  that  gentle- 
man and  A.  M.  Jacks  (later  known   as  the  firm  of 
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Jacks  &  Mitchell)  until  June,  1892,  when,  in  com- 
pany with  Charles  Crooks,  he  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  on  his  own  account. 

A  young  man  of  enterprise  and  probity, Mr.  Ca- 
li ill  has  been  self-supporting  since  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  the  success  which  he  has  already 
attained  proves  the  possession  of  abilities  of  no 
ordinary  nature.  While  he  has  had  financial  as- 
sistance offered  him,  he  has  refused  it,  preferring 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  he  is  made 
of  the  material  that  will  accomplish  this  result. 
His  business  is  constantly  increasing,  and  his  posi- 
tion in  commercial  circles  is  among  the  most  sub- 
stantial men  of  Bridgeton.  Socially,  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Masonic  order,  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Good  Templars,  in  both  of  which  organ- 
izations he  is  au  active  worker.  In  his  political 
preference  he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  while  he  is  not  a  partisan,  he 
never  fails  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  candidates  of 
his  chosen  party. 


\||  ACOB  W.  HUTTON,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  resides  in  Union  Township,  Mont- 
gomery County,  this  State,  and  is  the  son 
of  the  late  William  Hutton,  who  was  born 
in  Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  within  about  four- 
teen miles  of  the  Natural  Bridge.  William  Hut- 
ton  was  a  farmer  b03',  who  went  to  school  in 
his  native  place  and  married  Miss  Mary  Cunning- 
ham, who  was  also  reared  and  educated  there. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Hutton  engaged  in  farming, 
but  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  farm,  having 
gone  security  on  notes  for  his  friends.  In  1831  he 
went  to  Greene  County,  Ohio,  and  settled  five 
miles  from  Xenia,  where  he  rented  a  farm  and 
lived  for  three  years.  His  means  were  small  then, 
he  having  had  only  $400  when  he  reached  Greene 
County,  and  after  living  there  for  three  years  he 
decided  to  go  farther  West,  so  traveled  on  and 
landed  in  Crawfordsville,  where  he  had  rented  a 
farm  aud  sawmill. 


At  this  place  William  and  his  two  eldest  sous 
went  to  work,  but  the  former  did  not  live  long 
enough  to  enjoy  the  prosperity  that  came  to  the 
family  later.  When  he  first  came  here  he  and  his 
wife  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  that  adjoined  the 
land  that  he  purchased  afterward.  He  reached 
this  place  in  October,  1834,  and  he  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1837.  After  his  death  Mrs.  Hutton  and  the 
boys  built  a  house  upon  the  land  that  had  been 
bought,  but  in  the  fall  of  1845  Mrs.  Hutton  an- 
swered the  dread  summons  and  passed  away.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  had  been  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  William  Hutton  was  one  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Government  in  the  Insurgents'  Re- 
bellion in  South  Carolina.  Six  sons  and  one 
daughter  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutton,  as 
follows:  James  R.,  whose  life  was  spent  entirely  in 
Virginia;  William,  who  some  ten  years  ago  lived 
on  the  old  home  place;  Alexander  P.,  who  died  in 
1844,  a  young  man;  our  subject;  Samuel  M.,  who 
lives  on  the  Darlington  Road  in  Union  Township, 
this  county,  and  is  a  farmer;  George  W.,  who  is 
a  farmer  of  Union  Township;  and  Martha  Jane, 
who  married  James  Low,  and  died  a  year  after 
marriage. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  8,  1818,  in 
Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  and  was  about  thirteen 
years  old  when  his  father  went  to  Ohio,  and  about 
sixteen  when  lie  came  into  Indiana.  He  received 
but  little  education,  not  from  any  fault  of  his  own, 
but  because  there  was  so  much  work  to  do  and 
school  only  in  the  winter.  He  remained  with  his 
mother  until  his  marriage  in  1844  to  Miss  Liddy 
Clark,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Eliz- 
abeth Clark,  who  were  farmers  of  this  county  and 
early  settlers.  After  his  marriage  he  and  his 
brother  .Samuel  bought  the  sawmill  that  his  father 
had  rented  and  which  his  two  elder  brothers  had 
bought  and  run.  These  brothers  ran  the  mill  for 
about  two  years,  and  then  Samuel  sold  his  interest 
to  Jacob,  who  continued  in  the  business  until  1855 
and  then  moved  his  family  to  Crawfordsville. 
Later  he  took  a  trip  to  Kansas  and  .Missouri  with 
a  view  to  locating,  but  came  back,  having  seen 
nothing  more  to  his  taste  than  his  own  home. 

Our  subject  bought  a  place  four  and  one-half 
miles  north  of  Crawfordsville  on  the   Darlington 
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Road,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres, 
and  our  subject  moved  his  family  to  this  land  in 
October,  1856,  and  lived  there  until  1865,  when  he 
moved  into  the  town  and  rented  pioperty  for 
three  years.  Having  sold  the  farm,  Mr.  Hutton 
now  bought  a  place  just  outside  of  the  city,  where 
he  now  lives.  He  had  bought  his  farm  for  $36  an 
acre  and  sold  it  for  $82.50.  He  has  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  where  he  now  lives, 
and  had  more  but  sold  some  to  the  railroad.  His 
family  consists  of  John  C,  who  is  the  present 
County  Treasurer;  Harmon,  a  telegraph  operator 
at  the  Western  Union  office  at  this  place;  Laura 
E.,  who  married  Francis  Clement,  and  who  lives  on 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Hutton  ;  and  Milton  and  Henry ,who 
are  in  Aberdeen.  Wash.  The  children  who  have 
passed  away  were  Martha  Jane,  Edward,  and  Fan- 
ny, who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  }'ears. 

Our  subject  is  a  Democrat  of  the  strongest  type 
and  east  a  vote  for  Van  Buren. 


^«M£-«I 


THOMAS  R.  RATCLIFF.  The  career  of  this 
/lygsj^  gentleman  has  been  prosperous  in  his  voca- 
<s£l'  tion  of  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  has 
a  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings,  good  stock  and 
machinery,  groves,  orchards  and  all  the  other  ap- 
purtenances of  the  modern  country  estate.  He 
was  born  on  the  same  farm  where  he  how  makes 
his  home,  August  24,  1835. 

Mr.  Ratcliff  is  a  son  of  William  and  Margaret 
(Wilkerson)  Ratcliff,  the  former  of  whom  wasason 
of  Thomas  Ratcliff,  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  about 
the  year  1813  and  settled  in  Highland  County. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  North  Car- 
olina and  when  a  child  went  to  Ohio  with  his  pa- 
rents, where  he  received  his  limited  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Highland  Count}'.  Here  he 
married,  and  after  the  birth  of  one  child,  emi- 
grated to  Indiana  in  company  with  his  parents, 
a  brother  and  a  sister,  in  1829.  They  came  in 
wagons  to  Hendricks  County,  thence  to  Parke 
County,  settling  in  Sugar  Creek  Township.     Will- 


iam and  his  wife  had  a  meagre  sum  with  which  to 
start,  but  they  entered  Government  land,  on  which 
they  erected  a  very  rude  log  hut  in  the  timber, 
where  the  night  was  made  hideous  by  the  howls 
of  the  wolves.  Here  in  this  wilderness  the  father 
and  mother  reared  their  family  of  children  and 
lived  happily  together.  The  children  are:  Mary, 
wife  of  Calvin  Dicks;  John;  Hannah,  who  mar- 
ried Mathew  Simpson;  Thomas;  Miles  and  Eliza- 
beth (twins),  the  former  of  whom  was  killed  at  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  and  the  latter  married  Harvey  Ward; 
Margaret,  wife  of  C.  Pithoud;  and  Susan,  deceased, 
wife  of  John  Hilt.  By  persistent  and  industrious 
labor,  Mr.  Ratcliff  found  himself  on  the  road  to 
prosperity,  accumulating  three  hundred  acres  of 
good  and  improved  land,  and  was  enabled  to  enjoy 
his  last  years  in  a  quiet  home  at  Danville,  111. 
He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Whig  party  and 
took  a  great  interest  in  political  work.  In  religion 
he  believed  in  the  creed  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  In  connection  with  his  farming  interests, 
he  followed  for  a  time  in  different  periods  of  his 
life  the  occupation  of  a  blacksmith  and  also  ran  a 
sawmill.  His  life  companion  died  in  1889  and  he 
too  passed  away  a  few  years  later. 

Thomas  R.  Ratcliff,  of  this  sketch,  was  with  his 
parents  until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  began  for 
himself  and  wife  b}'  taking  charge  of  a  portion  of 
his  father's  farm.  He  married  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two years  Miss  Juliet  Gray,  who  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  M.  and  Jane  (Lough)  Gray.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  Mr. and  Mrs.  Ratcliff:  Will- 
iam M.;  Krastus  M.;  Miles  A.;  Barbara  J.;  Elmer 
(who  died  in  youth);  Lertin  D.;  Serena  M.;  and 
Ktta.  The  devoted  wife  and  mother  passed  to 
her  rest  in  1875,  and  Mr.  Ratcliff  married  Mary,  a 
daughter  of  W.  F.  and  Sarah  (Watson)  Jenne. 
This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Fountain  County, 
Ind.,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Ohio  and  New 
York,  respectively.  Four  children  came  to  bless 
this  union:  Anna  G.,  Freeman  R.,  Ethest  B.  and 
Carrie  M.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed 
throughout  this  vicinity.  The  former  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  en- 
tering the  lodge  in  1862  at  Annapolis,  and  is  a 
member  of  Harveysburg  Lodge  No.  314.     Politi- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


631 


cally  be  is  a  good  Republican.  He  is  now  holding 
the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Parke  County, which 
responsible  position  he  has  held  for  nine  years 
past  in  an  admirable  way,  not  only  giving  credit 
to  himself,  but  also  to  the  district  which  he  repre- 
sents. In  connection  with  his  farm  work  he  also 
runs  a  sawmill  part  of  the  time  and  is  an  exten- 
sive stock-raiser  and  shipper. 

Mr.  Ratcliff  began  in  life  with  comparatively 
nothing,  and  by  living  economically  and  manag- 
ing excellently  he  has  through  his  promptness  in 
meeting  all  obligations  accumulated  a  great 
amount  of  land,  aggregating  about  five  bundled 
acres,  besides  giving  a  good  portion  of  his  estate 
to  his  children  as  a  start  in  life.  The  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  that  he  owned  in  Vermil- 
lion County,  111.,  he  traded  for  his  father's  old 
farm  about  the  time  the  war  closed.  He  is  enthus- 
iastic in  all  his  undertakings  and  is  esteemed  and 
respee'.ed  by  all  who  know  him. 


PAV1D  SHIRK.  Among  the  prominent  agri- 
)  culturists  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  stands 
the  name  of  David  Shirk,  wbo  in  the  man- 
agement of  everything  connected  with  bis  farm 
displays  excellent  judgment  and  sound  sense.  He 
was  born  in  Liberty  Township,  Parke  County,  Ind., 
in  1842,  and  inherits  sturdy  German  blood  from 
his  maternal  ancestors,  bis  great-grandfather  on 
that  side  being  a  native  of  the  Fatherland.  Our 
subject's  parents,  Isaac  and  Sarah  Shirk,  were 
natives  of  Franklin  and  Vermillion  Counties,  Ind., 
respectively,  the  father  having  been  born  in  1810. 
The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  are  in 
order  of  their  births  as  follows:  David,  our  sub- 
ject; William,  born  in  Parke  County  in  1845,  who 
died  when  sixteen  years  of  age;  Edward,  born  in 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  in  1847,  who  died  when  fif- 
teen years  of  age;  Isaac,  born  in  1849,  wbo  married 
a  Miss  De  Witt,  of  California,  and  is  the  father  of 
one  child. 

The  father  of  these  children  died  in  April,  1848, 


and  left  the  mother  with  her  little  family  to 
provide  for,  the  eldest  child  being  011I3'  eight 
years  of  age.  She  carried  on  the  business  and 
provided  for  her  children,  sending  them  to  school 
and  attempting  to  give  them  each  a  good  educa- 
tion. Our  subject  was  attending  school  when  the 
war  broke  out  and  he  returned  to  his  home  and 
enlisted  in  Company  II,  Twenty-first  Indiana 
Infantry.  Later  he  was  discharged  on  a  sur- 
geon's certificate  of  disability,  in  18(51,  and  came 
home.  In  January  of  the  following  year  he 
re-enlisted  in  the  Ninety-seventh  Infantry, 
organized  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  was  sent 
to  Louisville,  Ky.  From  there  be  went  to  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  and  later  was  under  Gen.  Grant 
in  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  and  started  for 
Vicksburg.  He  was  in  some  of  the  most  prominent 
engagements  of  the  war,  experienced  many  hard- 
ships, and  was  ever  to  be  found  at  the  front.  He 
was  a  brave  soldier  and  fought  bravely  for  the 
Union.  While  at  Memphis  he  was  taken  sick,  but 
recovered  sufficiently  to  re-enter  the  arm}'. 

Returning  to  the  farm  in  Liberty  Township, 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  he  continued  there  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil  until  1888,  when  he  sold  his 
farm  in  Parke  Count}-,  and  moved  to  Fountain 
County,  this  State.  Since  his  residence  in  this 
county  he  has  been  prominently  engaged  in  his 
former  occupation,  and  as  he  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  every  detail  of  farming,  and  is  energetic 
and  thorough-going,  he  has  met  with  substantial 
results.  In  1889  he  bought  bis  present  property, 
known  as  the  Thomas  Farm,  and  on  this  there  is  a 
fine  vein  of  coal,  making  it  a  valuable  tract  of 
land.  Mr. Shirk  is  very  progressive  and  advanced 
in  his  ideas,  has  inherited  the  push  and  energy 
that  made  his  ancestors  so  successful,  and  is  now 
classed  among  the  prosperous  and  substantial  men 
of  the  county.  He  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  is 
active  in  all  enterprises  of  a  laudable  nature.  Mrs. 
Shirk  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
contributing  liberally  to  its  support. 

Our  subject  selected  bis  life  companion  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Harriet  Sangster,  who  was  born 
January  4,  1852,  and  whose  father,  George  Sangster, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  their  nup- 
tials  were  celebrated  in  1866.     The  fruits  of  their 
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union  have  been  three  children,  as  follows:  George 
E.,who  was  born  in  1867  and  married  Miss  Clay  port. 
He  is  well  educated  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
College  of  Terre  Haute.  At  present  he  is  a  tele- 
graph operator.  Sallie  Bell,  born  in  July,  1877,  is 
also  well  educated;  and  William,  born  in  1881,  is 
now  attending  school. 

Mr.  Shirk  has  shown  his  appreciation  of  secret 
organizations  by  becoming  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  belonging  to  Lodi  Lodge  No.  172, 
A.  F.  A  A.  M.,  and  to  Lodge  No.  98,  K.  P..  of 
which  he  is  a  charter  member.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Arm}-  of  the  Republic,  and  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  all  these  societies.  In  politics  he 
is  a  strong  adherent  of  Democratic  principles  and 
has  held  a  number  of  local  positions,  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  same  in  a  satisfactory  and  efficient 
manner.  Our  subject's  grandfather,  David  Shirk, 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  section,  and  ex- 
perienced all  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and 
accumulated  a  handsome  fortune. 


^HH^I 


'OIIN  WARNER  is  a  farmer  whose  place, 
by  virtue  of  its  well-tilled  acres,  its  neat 
buildings,  and  general  appearance  of  pros- 
perity, proclaims  him  to  be  a  man  who  is 
not  satisfied  with  mere  existence.  He  was  born 
October  8,  1820,  in  Culpeper  County,  Va.,  to 
Peter  and  Frances  (Milbourn)  Warner.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  John  Warner,  was  born  in 
Virginia,  and  followed  the  occupation  in  which 
his  father  had  engaged  before  him.  He  moved  to 
Lawrence  County,  111.,  in  1837,  where  he  bought 
a  farm,  on  which  he  lived  but  a  short  time,  pass- 
ing away  in  1838.  Mr.  Warner  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife,  Miss  Mary  Grubb,  bearing  him 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  boys  were 
named  Peter,  Joel,  James  and  John,  the  latter  dy- 
ing in  Illinois.  The  girls  were  Nancy,  and  Mary, 
who  married  John  Updyke,  and  also  died  in  Illi- 
nois. After  the  decease  of  the  first  wife,  Mr.  War- 
ner was  married  to  Meliuda  Duke,  who    became 


the  mother  of  four  children:  Jack,  Washington, 
Benjamin  F.  and  Thomas  J. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a  brave  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  came  to  this  county  in  an 
earl}'  day.  For  a  more  complete  history  of  his 
life,  we  would  refer  our  reader  to  the  sketch  of 
James  Warner,  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. The  subject  of  this  notice  was  compelled  to 
depend  on  himself  for  his  education.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years,  he  located  on  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  where  he  resides  at  the  present 
time,  and  which  he  has  improved  by  his  untiring 
labors.  Since  that  time,  he  has  added  to  his  landed 
possessions  until  he  now  owns  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  fertile  land.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  In  April,  1857,  he  settled  in  life  with 
Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth 
(Major)  Shoup,  as  his  companion.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Parke  County,  December  12,  1834,  coming 
from  Ohio  to  Liberty  Township,  this  count}',  about 
four  years  previous  to  her  marriage.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shoup  had  fourteen  children,  ten  of  whom 
they  reared:  Daniel,  Edward,  John,  Harriet,  Mar- 
garet, Elvira,  Hannah,  Rebecca  J.  and  Mary  E. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVarner  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  reached  manhood 
and  womanhood,  namely:  Oliver,  Elizabeth,  Athel, 
Garret  and  Luda  May.  Oliver  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Warner  has  been  a  lib- 
eral contributor  to  churches  of  all  denominations, 
and  is  an  honored  and  highly  esteemed  citizen, 
possessing  many  excellencies  of  character. 


ellARLES  II.  CAUSEY,  a  progressive  and 
practical  young  farmer,  is  now  conducting 
a  good  business  in  raising  and  feeding- 
slock  and  in  tilling  the  soil  on  the  farm  that  he 
now  operates  on  section  6,  Reserve  Township, 
Parke  Count}-. 

Our  subject  claims  this  county  as  his  birthplace, 
and  the  date  of  that  event  October  25,  1861.  He 
was  twenty-one  years  of  agu  when  he  began  farm- 
ing for  himself  on  his  father's  home  estate,  which 
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comprised  two  hundred  splendid  acres,  and  by  ap- 
plying himself  strictly  to  his  affairs  he  was  enabled 
in  1891  to  purchase  fifty-eight  acres.  He  raises  a 
good  class  of  stock,  and  is  prospering  in  all  his 
undertakings,  as  he  deserves  to  do.  Careful  in  the 
management  of  his  affairs,  he  keeps  good  credit 
by  making  prompt  payments,  and  therefore  stands 
well  in  the  community  as  a  fair-minded  and  open- 
hearted  young  man,  who  is  accommodating  and 
friendly  in  his  relations  with  his  neighbors,  and  is 
a  good  husband  and  indulgent  father  in  private 
life.  He  obtained  a  fair  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  township,  and  to  the  instruction 
there  received  he  added  a  fund  of  information  ac- 
quired by  reading  and  contact  with  mankind. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Causey,  was 
a  hard-working  man,  and  was  profitably  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising,  realizing  as  a  rich 
reward  for  his  labors  a  large  increase  in  his  agri- 
cultural possessions,  owning  at  the  present  time  a 
fertile  tract  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Polly  Husford.  After  carefully  bringing  up 
her  family  of  children,  on  November  20,  1879, 
she  passed  from  this  life.  On  March  4,  1885,  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ida  B.,  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Warner)  Linebar- 
ger.  To  this  couple  were  born  two  children,  whom 
they  named  Ernest  and  Ivan  B.  Mrs.  Causey  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
since  her  fourteenth  year.  To  this  worthy  couple 
are  due  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
they  associate. 


"ifl  OlIN  MITCHELL,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Montgomery  County  and  the  owner  of  a 
well-improved  farm  on  section  12,  Sugar 
Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Champaign 
County,  Ohio,  January  22,  1819.  His  father, 
William  Mitchell,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va., 
June  18.  1779,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
left  the  parental  home  and  went  into  the  North- 


western Territory.  In  1800  he  secured  a  position 
on  a  flatboat,  in  which  he  proceeded  down  the 
Ohio  River  to  New  Orleans,  then  up  the  Red  River 
and  into  Texas.  For  four  years  he  lived  among 
the  Indians,  hunting  and  trapping;  then  in  1804 
he  returned  to  the  States,  and,  locating  in  Adams 
Count}',  Ohio,  there  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Sarah  Myers,  with  whom  he  was  united  in 
marriage  on  the  22d  of  March,  1810. 

In  1815  the  father  of  our  subject  removed  from 
Adams  to  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1833.  Then,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  he  came  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and 
purchased  a  section  of  land  from  the  Government. 
Here  he  spent  his  remaining  years  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  4,  1839,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years,  nine  months  and  sixteen  days.  Dur- 
ing the  War  of  1812  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  served  faithfully  until  the 
close  of  the  conflict.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  November  13, 
1785,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rachel 
Myers.  In  1804  she  accompanied  her  father's 
family  to  Adams  County,  Ohio,  where  she  met 
and  married  Mr.  Mitchell.  After  having  become 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  to  whom  she  gave 
the  most  tender  nurture  and  training,  she  passed 
away  October  11,  1853. 

The  only  surviving  member  of  the  family  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Of  the  others  we  note  the 
following:  Aaron,  who  was  born  March  29,  1813. 
died  January'  19,  1849;  Elijah,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred April  17,  1815,  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits, and  died  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  in 
1872.  Ten  children  had  been  born  of  his  union 
with  Anna,  daughter  of  Jacob  Rogers,  of  Cham- 
paign County,  Ohio.  Joseph,  who  was  born  March 
4,  1817,  accompanied  his  father  to  this  county  in 
1833,  and  for  a  time  worked  as  foreman  and  con- 
tractor on  the  Vandalia  Railway.  He  acquired 
the  ownership  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Montgom- 
ery and  Clinton  Counties.  His  wife  was  Louisa, 
daughter  of  Roily  Kendall.  During  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Lincoln,  Joseph  Mitchell  was 
appointed  postal  clerk  and  was  the  incumbent  of 
that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  William, 
who   was  born   September  22,  1820,  engaged    in 
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farming  and  stock-raising  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  and  died  in  Texas  October  18, 1849.  About 
live  years  prior  to  his  demise  he  married  Sarah 
Parrish.  Sarah,  who  was  born  July  10,  1822,  mar- 
ried Jesse  Kendall,  who  owned  and  cultivated  an 
eighty-acre  farm  in  this  locality.  She  departed 
this  life  in  1845,  and  two  years  afterward  Mr. 
Kendall  passed  away.  Elizabeth  was  born  March 
31,  1824,  and  died  January  5,  1847. 

In  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Montgomery  County, 
our  subject  married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  T. 
Rouch  and  Ellen  Rice,  and  after  their  union  the 
young  couple  settled  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  site  of 
their  present  residence.  After  having  resided 
there  for  four  years,  Mr.  Mitchell  became  con- 
tractor for  the  Vandalia  route,  and  was  connected 
with  that  railway  for  two  years.  In  1849  he  be- 
came associated  with  the  ''Big  Four"  in  the  same 
capacity.  Subsequently  he  embarked  in  farming 
pursuits  and  took  up  his  abode  in  the  house  where 
his  mother  had  resided  prior  to  her  death.  In 
1872  he  discontinued  farming  in  order  to  give  his 
attention  to  the  grain  business,  and  had  an  eleva- 
tor at  Colfax,  conducting  an  extensive  and  suc- 
cessful business  as  a  wholesale  dealer  in  grain  for 
fourteen  years.  In  1887  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

In  1868  Mr.  Mitchell  erected  a  substantial  resi- 
dence, containing  eight  conveniently-arranged 
rooms  and  a  good  cellar,  the  building  being  put 
up  at  a  cost  of  about  $5,000  besides  his  own  labor. 
All  the  timber  used  in  its  construction  was  cut  on  his 
farm.  On  a  bitterly  cold  day,  January  22,  1869,  he 
and  his  family  took  possession  of  their  home.  Mr. 
Mitchell  owns  two  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of 
finely-improved  land;  his  property  is  well  drained, 
he  having  put  in  over  two  thousand  rods  of  tile 
at  a  cost  of  more  than  $1,200,  Seventy-five  acres 
are  planted  to  timothy  and  clover,  and  sixty  acres 
each  to  wheat  and  corn.  A  beautiful  orchard 
yields  a  bountiful  supply  of  choice  fruit  each 
3'ear,  and  everything  about  the  place  indicates  the 
ability  and  thrift  of  the  owner.  In  addition  to 
general  farming  Mr.  Mitchell  also  devotes  consid- 
erable attention  to  stock-raising. 

During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Mitchell 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Home  Guard,  and  took 


part  in  the  movement  to  drive  Morgan,  the  bold 
rebel  raider,  over  the  border,  chasing  him  into 
Ohio.  The  Guards,  under  command  of  Milton  B. 
Waugh,  left  here  on  the  10th  of  July,  1863.  Our 
subject  is  actively  interested  in  politics,  and  uses 
his  influence  in  favor  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  never  held  any  office  except  that  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  of  which  he  was  an  incumbent  for 
twenty  years.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  with 
Plumb  Lodge,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  at  Colfax,  hav- 
ing been  a  member  since  1856.  For  more  than 
fifty  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  re- 
ligious movement  of  this  section  as  a  leading 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which 
he  joined  in  1841.  His  estimable  wife  is  also  an 
earnest  worker  in  that  denomination  and  a  teacher 
in  the  Sunday-school.  He  has  served  as  Steward 
of  the  church  for  forty  years,  is  a  member  of  the 
choir,  Treasurer  of  the  Sunday-school  and  a  gen- 
erous contributor  to  every  department  of  religious 
enterprise. 


?LEURA  F.  JAMES,  attorney-at-law  and  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Rosedale,  was  born  in 
/i\  Montezuma,  Parke  County,  Ind.,  January 
23, 1866.  His  father,  Harry  II.  James,  M.  D.,  a 
native  of  Indiana,  was  a  graduate  of  the  medical 
department  of  the  State  University  of  Michigan, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  a  man  of  great  prominence 
in  his  profession.  As  a  physician,  his  skill  was 
universally  recognized,  and  as  a  citizen  he  was 
public-spirited.  He  wasalwaysan  ardent  support- 
er of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
was  an  influential  fraternal  worker,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  death  occurred  at  St. 
Bernice,  Ind.,  November  1,  1887. 

The  mot'ier  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  Wade,  and  passed  away  January 
23,  1872.     She  died  as  she  had   lived,  an  earnest 
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Christian  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Her  two  children  were  named 
F.  F.  and  Edward  B.,  and  her  death  when  the}' 
were  small  deprived  them  of  the  kind  and  loving 
care  of  a  mother.  The  father  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Miss  Anna  Morrison,  of  Kenton,  Ind.,  an 
amiable  woman,  who  still  survives.  This  union 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  a  son,  Schell 
I.,  who  was  born  March  26,  1879,  and  who  makes 
his  home  with  his  mother.  Dr.  James  was  a  vet- 
eran of  the  Union  army,  having  served  for  four 
years  as  First  Lieutenant  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry, 
Seventy-first  Indiana  Regiment.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  a 
strong  supporter  of  that  organization,  as  he  was 
also  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Close  application  and  diligent  study  enabled 
our  subject  in  his  youth  to  become  the  possessor 
of  broad  knowledge  and  extended  information  on 
all  subjects.  For  a  time  he  engaged  in  the  pen- 
sion business,  and  was  also  employed  as  a  collec- 
tor. At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law.  On  the  10th  of  October, 
1889,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  Circuit 
Court,  and  later  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  State.  Soon  after  begin- 
ning practice  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Prose- 
cutor of  Vermillion  County,  where  he  practiced 
his  profession  until  October,  1891. 

Since  coming  to  Rosedale,  in  the  above-men- 
tioned year,  Mr.  James  has  established  a  lucrative 
practice.  He  is  Attorney  of  the  village,  and  is 
unwearied  in  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  In  his  political  connections  he  is  an 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a  dili- 
gent worker  in  the  last  campaign  (that  of  1892), 
having  organized  several  clubs  throughout  the 
State  and  canvassed  actively  for  the  candidates  of 
his  chosen  party.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with 
Lodge  No.  666,  I.  0.  O.  P.,  of  St.  Bernice,  of 
which  he  is  a  charter  member.  At  present,  how- 
ever, he  holds  membership  with  Rosedale  Lodge 
No.  698,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  is  now  the  acting  Vice  Grand. 

November  7,  1887,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  James  with  Miss  Georgie  E.  Brown.  Mrs.  James 
is  the  eldest   of  seven    children  in    the  family  of 


John  C.  and  Charity  (Titus)  Brown,  natives  of 
Indiana,  the  father  being  a  farmer  in  Vermillion 
Count}'.  Two  children  have  blessed  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife:  Pearl,  who  was  born 
February  6,  1889;  and  Annie,  January  27,  1892. 
The  family  residence  in  Rosedale  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated, and  is  the  abode  of  a  cordial  hospitality  ex- 
tended to  many  guests  and  friends.  Mrs.  James 
possesses  a  consistent  Christian  character  and  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 


&M  BSOLOM  J.  DENMAN,  a  highly  respected 
Wlu  citizen,  a  successful  farmer  and  well- 
1  b  known  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Jackson 
Township, Fountain  County, Ind., has  held 
various  official  positions  of  trust  with  honor  and 
ability.  Closely  connected  almost  his  entire  life- 
time with  the  pioneer  interests  of  the  Western 
country,  and  especially  identified  with  the  growth 
and  progress  of  his  immediate  neighborhood,  our 
subject  has  gained  many  warm  friends,  and  by  a 
course  of  unvarying  integrity  has  won  and  holds 
the  confidence  of  the  entire  community  among 
which  he  so  impartially  dispenses  law. 

The  parents  of  Judge  Denman  were  natives  of 
the  South.  His  father  William  Denman,  was  born 
in  Georgia;  his  mother,  Polly  (Hicks)  Denman,  was 
a  Tennessean  by  birth.  Their  son  Absolom  was 
born  in  the  Buckeye  State,  Butler  County,  in  April 
1811,  and  soon  after  his  birth  removed  with  his 
father  and  mother  from  Ohio  to  the  then  wilder- 
ness of  Fayette  County,  Ind.,  and  settled  among 
the  Indians.  After  a  time  the  family  returned  to 
their  old  home  in  Ohio.  Of  all  this  journeying 
into  strange  and  uncivilized  frontier  scenes,  our 
subject  has  no  recollection,  but  when  his  energetic 
and  ambitious  parents  determined  to  try  their  for- 
tunes again  in  Indiana,  he  entered  eagerly  into  all 
the  novel  and  often  exciting  experiences  of  those 
early  days. 

Montgomery  County  was  the  location  chosen  by 
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the  parents  this  time,  and  they  settled  in  the  heavy 
timber  near  where  the  village  of  Alamo  now 
stands.  Absolom  Denman  was  anxious  to  gain  all 
he  could  of  book  knowledge,  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  by  da}'  and  studied  diligently  at  home 
through  the  long  winter  evenings.  Earnest  and 
intelligent,  he  progressed  and  was  able  at  an  earl}' 
age  to  begin  the  struggle  of  life  as  a  teacher.  For 
seven  years  he  unweariedly  pursued  his  chosen 
profession.  Many  of  those  he  taught  have  passed 
away,  but  the  majority  of  his  pupils  are  yet  alive 
and  hold  in  pleasant  remembrance  the  kindly 
teacher,  sometimes  stern,  who  guided  their  stum- 
bling feet  into  the  rocky  paths  of  knowledge. 

In  1837,  our  subject  married  Miss  Nancy  Smith 
and  the  two  continued  their  residence  in  Mont- 
gomery County  many  years,  and  there  had,  and 
still  have,  many  true  friends.  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage  Judge  Denman  invested  all  his  cash  in 
the  purchase  of  eight}'  acres  of  land,  but  although 
left  almost  penniless  by  the  transaction,  he  had  a 
surplus  stock  of  hope,  energy  and  ambition,  which 
well  assisted  him  to  provide  for  all  emergencies, 
and  soon  assured  him  of  a  future  competence  and 
abundant  success  in  life.  In  1857  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Denman  came  to  Fountain  County,  and  here  made 
their  permanent  home.  Our  subject  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  valuable 
land  under  a  high  state  of  improvement.  He  and 
his  wife  have  reared  a  family,  and  occupy  a  prom- 
inent position  in  the  society  of  the  township. 

Upon  the  political  questions  of  the  da}'  our  sub- 
ject is  thoroughly  at  home.  He  has  ever  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs 
both  local  and  national.  True  to  his  sincere  convic- 
tions, lie  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  which 
still  retains  its  loyalty  to  the  memory  of  that 
great  statesman  and  noble  patriot,  Andrew  Jack- 
son, whose  integrity,  courage,  and  scorn  of  the 
arts  of  political  life  have  been  long  interwoven 
with  the  history  of  our  nation.  Judge  Denman  is 
known  and  valued  for  his  integrity  of  character, 
displayed  in  all  the  daily  events  of  his  rounds  of 
official  work.  This  is  the  third  term  in  which  he 
has  so  satisfactorily  given  his  judicial  decisions, 
and  he  has  also  served  as  Trustee  of  the  town  and 
been  the  incumbent  of  various   local  positions  of 


trust.  Our  subject  is  a  man  generous  to  the  de- 
serving and  ever  willing  to  aid  in  any  worthy 
cause,  and  is  especially  willing  to  give  his  best 
efforts  in  behalf  of  educational  progress  and  the 
uplifting  of  the  ignorant  and  uncultured   masses. 


ffiONAS  C.  AYLSWORTH,  who  for  many 
years  occupied  a  prominent  place  among 
the  business  men  of  Fountain  County,  was 
'  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  June  21, 
1831.  An  account  of  his  parents  and  ancestry 
will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  his  son  Harry,  who 
is  represented  in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  a  child  of  seven  or  eight  years 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Granville,  Ohio, 
where  his  youth  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm. 
He  received  the  benefits  of  a  good  education  at 
Gran  ville  College,  and  was  well  equipped  for  las 
future  career  as  a  man  of  business.  In  1858  he 
went  to  Nebraska,  thinking  to  find  there  a  wider 
field  of  usefulness  than  in  his  native  State.  He 
lived  there  the  ensuing  five  years,  and  a  part  of 
that  time  was  Clerk  in  the  United  States  Land 
Office.  But  the  war  broke  out,  and  in  time  his 
well-known  sentiments  as  a  Unionist  caused  the 
guerrillas  to  drive  him  away,  and  he  went  back  to 
Ohio.  His  stay  there  was  short,  and  in  the  spring 
of  18fi3  he  came  to  this  county  and  became  one  of 
its  valued  citizens.  He  made  his  home  at  Attica, 
where  he  took  an  interest  in  a  gristmill  with 
Messrs.  Falls" <fe  Plowman.  The  firm  subsequently 
sold  out  to  Messrs.  Brown  &  Telford,  and  Mr.  Ayls- 
worth  was  retained  to  superintend  the  business, 
remaining  with  them  until  July,   1874. 

In  that  month  our  subject  was  appointed  special 
agent  of  the  Pension  Bureau  at  Washington,  and 
he  held  the  position  until  October.  1877,  when  he 
resigned  and  returned  to  Attica.  He  immediately 
resumed  business,  assisting  in  the  incorporation  of 
the  Attica  Mills  Company,  of  which  he  became 
President,  and  lie  was  also  made  manager  of  the 
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mills,  holding  both  positions  until  the  mills  were 
shut  down.  In  the  spring  of  1884  the  City  Mill- 
ing Company  was  incorporated,  and  a  new  mill 
was  built  and  finely  equipped  with  all  the  latest 
improved  modern  machinery.  Mr.  Ay  is  worth  be- 
came Secretary  and  Manager  of  the  concern,  and 
filled  those  offices  until  his  untimely  deatli  in  the 
midst  of  a  busy  and  honorable  career.  To  his  un- 
tiring devotion  to  his  duties,  to  his  executive  abil- 
ity and  excellent  business  methods,  the  coni|an3' 
owed  much  of  its  success  from  the  start. 

Mr.  Aylsworth  was  first  married  to  Bliss  Mar}' 
W.  Atkinson,  of  Pataskala,  Ohio,  who  died  in 
1877,  leaving  four  children.  Our  subject  was  mar- 
ried again,  in  April,  1880,  Miss  Louisa  F.  Ayls- 
worth, of  East  Clarence,  N.  Y.,  becoming  his  wife. 
Mr.  Aylsworth  was  a  gentleman  of  honor,  and 
of  high  personal  standing  throughout  the  county. 
Possessing  sound  sense,  a  clear  brain  and  rare 
judgment,  he  was  well  fitted  for  public  office,  and 
his  fellow-citizens  invited  him  to  aid  in  the  man- 
agement of  local  affairs.  He  served  three  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Councilmen  of  Attica, 
and  was  for  several  years  actively  identified  with 
the  Board  of  Education.  He  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Masonic  lodge  in  this  village, 
and  was  Secretary  thereof  for  nineteen  years  pre- 
vious to  li is  death. 


4^ 
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v^  ICHAEL  PRICE,  a  very  successful  grain- 
dealer  of  Montgomery  County,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Crawfordsville.  So  well  known 
is  this  gentleman  for  his  uprightness  and 
straightforwardness  in  business,  that  if  the  old 
philosopher  should  appear  with  his  candle,  his 
Journey  would  be  a  short  one,  for  the  soul  of  hon- 
esty dwells  within  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Michael  Price  was  born  in  County  Carlow,  Ire- 
land, in  1820,  and  was  a  son  of  William  Price,  a 
native  of  the  same  country.  In  1859  our  subject 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  after  working  at 
various  occupations  in  the  East,  he   came   to  this 


city,  where  he  immediately  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  shipping  grain,  making  efforts  to  always 
buy  for  cash.  So  successful  was  he  in  this  business 
that  in  1864  he  opened  a  grain  office  in  this  city, 
to  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention,  and 
in  1869  purchased  his  present  location.  At  times 
his  shipments  exceed  one  million  bushels  of  grain 
annually.  He  has  been  in  the  business  in  this 
vicinity  longer  than  any  one  else,  and  has  always 
carried  on  a  large  and  lucrative  trade. 

Four  times  has  our  subject  been  honored  by 
election  to  the  City  Council.  In  1875,  he  was 
elected  for  two  terms,  and  again  in  1880  from  the 
Second  Ward.  During  his  first  oecupanc}'  of  the 
position,  the  gas  plant  was  established,  in  which  he 
was  actively  interested.  During  his  second  term 
he  took  a  stand  in  opposition  to  the  plan  adopted 
to  secure  the  water  works.  He  favored  having  the 
latter,  but  opposed  the  scheme  used,  deeming  it 
not  best  for  the  interests  of  the  people.  The  elec- 
tric-light plant  was  established  by  a  private  com- 
pany during  his  term  of  office,  and  in  this  matter 
also  he  looked  for  the  best  interests  of  the  people, 
regardless  of  adverse  comments. 

Mr.  Price  was  elected  County  Commissioner  in 
1880  by  the  Republican  party.  During  the  time 
of  his  service  the  toli-roads  of  the  county  were 
purchased  by  the  various  townships,  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  three  Commissioners.  About  this 
time  Mr.  Price  found  that  the  County  Farm  was 
not  conducted  in  a  manner  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  He  used  his  best  efforts  to  re- 
move the  incumbent  from  the  position  of  Superin- 
tendent, hoping  to  replace  him  with  another  Re- 
publican, but  being  in  the  minority  he  failed 
at  the  time.  After  the  election  of  a  new  Com- 
missioner, who  happened  to  be  a  Democrat,  he 
renewed  his  efforts,  but  not  receiving  support 
from  his  Republican  colleague,  he  joined  hands 
with  the  other  official,  and  was  successful  in  ac- 
complishing his  purpose,  although  it  resulted  in 
placing  a  Democrat  in  the  position.  Our  subject 
then,  as  ever,  regarded  the  public  service  as  para- 
mount to  temporary  party  advantage. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Price  took  place  in  1864, 
when  Miss  Jane  A.  Regan  became  his  wife.  She 
was  engaged  in  teaching  in  that  place  for  several 
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years.  Of  their  family,  five  children  are  now  liv- 
ing, these  being  as  follows:  Mary,  wife  of  Charles 
Van  Cleve,  of  Crawfordsville;  Margaret;  Annun- 
ciata,  now  Mrs.  Mark  Deering,  her  husband  being 
employed  in  Booth's  Oy6ter  House,  in  Chicago; 
Jane  and  Bernard  Joseph.  Three  children  also 
died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  is  well  known  for  the  interest  he 
has  ever  taken  in  the  affairs  of  the  poor  and  un- 
fortunate, and  although  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church,  so  wide  is  his  sympathy  and 
so  broad  is  hie  vision  of  human  needs,  that  he 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all.  No  man  has 
a  wider  circle  of  warm-hearted  friends  than  has  he 
of  whom  we  write.  His  unswerving  honesty  of 
purpose  makes  him  a  man  of  whom  his  fellow-citi- 
zens may  well  be  proud,  for  all  know  that  he  will 
advance  the  interest  of  the  masses  as  far  as  in  his 
power. 


H.  B.  MoCAIN,  editor  of  the  Daily  and 
Weekly  Journal,  is  located  at  Crawfords- 
ville, this  State.  The  Journal  is  an  incor- 
porated company,  its  stock  owned  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Cain and  son,  Arthur  A.,  and  J.  A.  Greene.  You 
can  get  all  the  news  part  of  the  time,  and  part 
of  the  news  all  the  time,  but  you  can't  get  all 
the  news  all  the  time,  unless  you  are  a  sub- 
scriber to  the  Crawfordsville  Journal.  This  paper 
gives  all  the  local  news  in  a  clear,  clean,  readable 
manner.  Church  news,  society  news,  business 
news  and  police  news  are  all  handled  for  what  they 
are  worth  and  no  more.  The  telegraphic  service  is 
complete,  concise  and  of  the  latest.  The  editorial 
department  is  thoroughly  Republican  and  treats 
of  local  as  well  as  general  politics.  Other  matter 
of  readable  as  well  as  useful  nature  is  given  space 
in  the  Daily  Journal,  which  lias  a  circulation  and 
goes  into  better  homes  than  any  other  daily  in 
Montgomery  County.  It  is  clean,  progressive,  ag- 
gressive and  popular. 

The  Weekly  Journal  is  the  official  organ  of  the 


Republican  party  of  Montgomery  County.  It 
has  the  largest  circulation  of  any  weekly  paper  in 
this  section  of  Indiana.  It  gives  all  the  news  and 
is  considered  a  household  companion  and  necessity 
in  eveiy  home  in  the  county.  Hundreds  of  its 
subscribers  have  taken  the  paper  for  over  a  third 
of  a  century,  without  a  year's  discontinuance,  and 
its  stability,  authority,  exactness  and  impartiality 
are  only  equaled  by  its  popularity. 

The  Journal  does  job  printing.  We  would  im- 
press this  fact  on  all  our  readers  and  friends. 
More  than  that,  it  has  the  best  equipment  for 
this  work  in  the  county  of  Montgomery.  This 
department  is  in  charge  of  A.  M.  Smith  and  has 
been  for  the  last  eleven  years.  Mr.  Smith  is  the 
most  thoroughl}'  practical  printer  in  the  city  and 
with  the  finest  qualities  of  ink  and  paper  always 
used,  he  is  able  to  turn  out  work  superioi  to  most, 
and  equal  to  that  of,  any  office  in  the  State.  If 
you  have  never  patronized  the  Journal  job  office, 
try  it  once  and  you  will  be  surprised  to  see  what 
will  be  the  result  of  fine  ink  and  high-grade  paper, 
put  together  with  taste  and  skill. 

T.  H.  B.  McCain  was  born  in  Clinton  County, 
Ind.,  January  24,  1839.  His  parents  were  Hugh 
B.  and  Minerva  (Douglass)  McCain.  Hugh  B.  Mc- 
Cain was  a  farmer  and  was  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  He  was  originally  a 
Democrat,  but  became  a  Republican  in  1854.  lie 
was  a  stanch  Union  man,  and  died  February  17, 
1893.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Eighty-sixth  Indiana  Infan- 
try, having  enlisted  as  a  private.  A  year 
later  he  was  promoted  to  be  Sergeant-Major  of  the 
regiment,  where  he  served  one  year.  The  last 
year  of  his  service  was  as  First  Lieutenant  of 
Company  I.  He  took  part  in  all  the  battles 
in  whicli  his  regiment  participated,  the  more  im- 
portant of  which  were  Stone  River,  Chickainauga, 
Missionary  Ridge,  and  all  the  battles  of  the 
Atlanta  Campaign,  including  Franklin  and  Nash- 
ville. On  his  return  from  the  war,  he  began  the 
publication  of  the  Delphi  Journal.  Subsequently 
he  moved  to  Lebanon,  Ind.,  and  there  published 
the  Patriot  a  year  and  a-half;  thence  he  moved 
to  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  and   published  a  Kepub- 
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lican  paper  for  six  months,  and  in  1868  became  a 
resident  of  Crawfordsville,  Ind.  He  bought  the 
Crawfordsville  Journal,  and  has  since  published 
the  same.  In  1873  he  was  appointed  Postmaster, 
and  held  the  office  eight  years. 

May  7,  1867,  at  Lebanon,  Ind.,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Salome  S.  Longley,  daughter  of  A.  H.  and 
Sophronia  (Snow)  Longley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCain 
have  had  born  to  them  two  sons:  Arthur  A.,  who 
is  business  manager  of  the  Journal;  and  Fred  T.,  who 
isastudent  in  Wabash  College.  Mr.  McCain  has  al- 
ways been  a  Republican,  and  is  recognized  as 
influential  in  the  ranks  of  his  party  in  the  State. 


MfH*M- 


ON.  JEREMIAH  MORRIS.  This  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Re- 
serve Township,  Parke  County,  Ind.,  is  a 
native  of  Georgetown,  111.,  born  July  16, 
1835,  to  Exum  and  Eleanor  (Ncwlin)  Morris. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter 
and  farmer  of  North  Carolina,  who  died  about 
1826.  He  bore  the  name  of  Jeremiah  Morris,  and 
selected  for  his  wife  a  lady  by  the  name  of  Mar- 
garet Charles,  who  died  in  Indiana.  To  this 
couple  were  born  four  boys,  viz.:  Zachariah,  Will- 
iam, Thomas  and  Exum;  and  three  girls:  Celia, 
Mary  and  Penina. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  June  6,  1800, 
and  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty  3-ears,  when  he  came  to 
Washington  County,  Ind.,  on  horseback.  By  his 
first  marriage,  which  was  with  Mary  Hollowell,  Mr. 
Morris  became  the  father  of  one  child,  Margaret, 
who  is  the  wife  of  John  E.  Hall.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife  he  returned  to  the  old  home,  where  he 
remained  for  a  time,  later  bringing  his  mother  and 
brother  Thomas  to  Parke  County,  Ind.  Here  he 
married  his  second  wife  and  removed  to  Illinois, 
where  he  settled  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
In  the  year  1837  he  sold  his  farm  and  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  east  of  Bloomingdale,  on 
which  he   resided  until   1860,  when  he  again  sold 


out  and  moved  to  Plain  field,  where  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  In  December,  1862,  he  died, 
his  wife  surviving  him  but  three  years.  Polit- 
ically, he  was  a  Whig,  and  later  became  a  Repub- 
lican. He  was  a  conspicuous  church  member,  serv- 
ing as  an  Elder  in  the  Friends'  Church  for  many 
years. 

The  wife  of  Exum  Morris  was  the  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Catherine  (Hadley)  Newlin,  who 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  who  came  to 
Parke  County  in  1825,  locating  west  of  Rock- 
ville,  then  Bloomingdale.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
and  harness-maker,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
nine  years.  Our  subject's  mother  reared  eight 
children:  Catherine,  Mahala,  Mary,  Jeremiah,  Na- 
thaniel, Matilda,  Anna  J.  and  Dr.  Charles  C.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  son  of 
John  Newlin,  who  came  from  the  Keystone  State 
to  North  Carolina.  In  tracing  the  ancestry  back 
to  the  first  representative  in  this  country,  Nicholas 
Newlin,  we  find  him  to  be  a  native  of  England 
and  a  son  of  one  Nicholas  Newlin,  of  Canterbury, 
England,  who  was  descended  from  Randolph  de  la 
Newland,  Lord  of  the  manor  of  Newland  Hall, 
Essex. 

Our  subject  came  to  Indiana  with  his  parents, 
where  he  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Bloomingdale,  but,  not  being  satisfied, 
he  attended  the  academy  at  that  place  and  Earl- 
ham  College  for  one  year.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  clerked  in  his  father's  store,  and  two  3-ears 
later  engaged  in  farming  in  Reserve  Township  on 
seventy  acres  of  land,  which  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved. For  two  years,  ending  in  1863,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  merchandise  business  with  his  uncle 
Thomas,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to 
the  old  home  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he  bought 
and  located  on  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  34, 
where  he  still  resides,  having  at  the  present  time 
one  hundred  and  three  acres.  During  two  years 
of  this  time  he  was  in  his  own  and  his  uncle's 
store  at  Colorna.  In  1890  he  was  elected  as  rep- 
resentative of  his  county,  and  re-elected  in  1892, 
also  serving  on  five  important  committees — those 
of  Roads,  Phraseolog}-,  Apportionment  and  Re- 
formatory, which  last  position  made  for  him  an 
honorable  record. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  Morris  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Miss  Martha  J.,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin M.  and  Sarah  (Thompson)  Pritchard,  both 
natives  of  Orange  County,  N.  O,  and  early  set- 
tlers of  Orange  County,  Ind.  To  this  worthy 
couple  were  born  four  children:  Florence,  wife  of 
J.  N.  Brown,  of  Horton,  Kan.;  Elbert  B.,  Allen  J., 
and  Emory  L.,  whose  wife  died  January  1,  1878, 
a  faithful  worker  in  the  Friends'  Church.  His 
second  companion,  Mary  Ann  Trueblood,  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  Ind.,  to  Caleb  and  Mary 
(Pyle)  Trueblood,  who  were  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  Caleb  eame 
with  his  brother  William  to  Washington  County, 
this  State,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm.  In  1857 
Caleb  passed  away,  leaving  two  children.  Their 
father  and  grandfather  were  both  of  English  ori- 
gin and  bore  the  appellation  of  Caleb.  During 
his  life  Caleb  held  to  the  Whig  party  in  politics 
until  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party. 

In  all  his  transactions  the  worthy  gentleman 
of  whom  we  write  has  always  displayed  a  scrupu- 
lous regard  for  the  rights  of  others,  has  never  been 
known  to  wilfully  wrong  or  defraud  another,  and 
his  reputation  is  unspotted  in  financial  circles. 
He  gives  intelligent  heed  to  politics,  and  has  al- 
ways voted  the  Republican  ticket.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  members  of  the  Friends'  Church. 


felLLIAM  RICE,  a  leading  agriculturist  of 
'j  Madison  Township,  Montgomery  Count}', 
Ind.,  may  well  be  classed  among  the  rep- 
resentative farmers,  to  whose  ambition,  energy 
and  intelligence  much  of  our  national  prosperity 
is  due.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
was  born  in  Clermont  County  in  1829.  Soon  af- 
ter his  birth  his  parents  removed  from  Ohio  to 
Edgar  County,  111.,  and  from  there  to  Montgom- 
ery County,  Ind.,  and  for  over  sixty  years  our 
subject  has  been  a  constant  resident  of  the  State. 
His  fathei  and  mother,  Thomas  and  Ellen  (Cook) 
Rice,  were  both  born  in  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 


ent century.  Thomas  Rice  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  born  in  1802.  His  wife  was  also 
born  in  the  same  .year,  but  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. The}'  were  both  children  of  early  settlers 
in  this  country,  and  each  was  well  versed  in  the 
toils  and  struggles  of  pioneer  life.  Mr.  Rice  was 
reared  away  from  his  family,  and,  aside  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  one  of  five  children,  knew  but 
little  of  his  people,  and  had  no  certain  informa- 
tion as  regards  his  earl}-  ancestry.  Mrs.  Rice  was 
a  daughter  in  a  family  of  six  children,  whose  an- 
cestry has  been  recorded  in  the  biography  of 
George  W.  Cook,  of  Sugar  Creek  Township. 

The  records  of  Indiana  for  1830  claimed  for 
Montgomery  County  a  specially  fertile  soil,  and 
this  was  probably  the  chief  attraction  which  drew 
so  many  settlers  thither  about  that  time.  The 
population  of  Montgomery  County  at  that  date 
was  but  a  trifle  over  seven  thousand,  all  told. 
Miles  and  miles  of  unbroken  prairie  greeted  the 
new-comers.  The  modern  appliances  which  make 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  gathering  in  of  the  har- 
vest a  comparatively  easy  labor  were  then  un- 
known, and  even  the  humblest  farming  imple- 
ments were  frequently  almost  unattainable;  neigh- 
bors loaned  of  more  fortunate  neighbors,  and  each 
gave  the  other  a  helping  hand  as  occasion  required. 

Locating  permanently  in  Indiana  in  the  early 
part  of  1830,  the  parents  of  our  subject  soon  made 
themselves  a  comfortable  home  and  were  prospered, 
gathering  together  a  modest  competence.  Their  son 
William  went  to  the  little  district  school  in  win- 
ter, but  when  large  enough  to  aid  his  father  on 
the  farm  remained  at  home  in  the  summer,  and 
soon  learned  to  sow  and  plant  and  reap,  and  as 
the  years  went  on  he  became  the  "good  right  arm" 
upon  the  homestead  farm. 

From  his  father's  estate  our  subject,  William 
Rice,  received  the  sum  of  $1,800,  and  aside  from 
that  amount  he  has  gained  a  valuable  property  by 
his  own  exertions  and  excellent  management,  lie 
owns  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  acres  of  fine 
land,  most  of  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  large  home  farm,  which  contains  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  acres,  is  one  of  the  best  in  that 
section  of  the  country.  Mr.  Rice  was  married  in 
1855  to  Miss  Mary  Hard  wick,  by  whom  he  became 
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the  father  of  six  children,  of  whom  two  now  sur- 
vive. In  1864,  his  wife  died,  and  it  was  in  the 
same  year  that  he  took  possession  of  his  present 
homestead.  For  a  second  time  our  subject  entered 
into  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  this  time  marrying 
Miss  Mary  Morin.  This  estimable  lady  has  been 
the  mother  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  are  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  they 
have  been  connected  for  many  years.  Mr.  Rice  is 
a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  held  the  official 
position  of  Supervisor,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty  did  much  to  develop  and  advance  the  coun- 
ty's interest.  Our  subject  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  widely  known  as  a  man 
of  unimpeachable  honor  and  integrity. 


h^r~^ 


WfOHN  BURNSIDE.  Prominent  among  the 
many  eminent  and  enterprising  agriculturists 
of  Fountain  Count}',  Ind.,  worthy  of  men- 
tion in  these  pages,  is  Mr.  Burnside,  who 
has  been  identified  with  the  farming  interests  of 
this  community  for  many  years.  Nowhere  in  the 
county  can  there  be  found  a  man  who  takes  greater 
interest  in  farming  and  stock-raising  than  Mr. 
Burnside,  or  who  strives  continually  to  promote 
and  advance  these  interests  to  a  higher  plane.  He 
is  one  of  the  old  and  much  esteemed  citizens  of 
the  county,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  on  sec- 
tion 13,  and  his  postoffice  address  is  Coal  Creek. 
Mr.  Burnside  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Vir- 
ginia, born  in  1819,  being  the  son  of  William  and 
Marion  (Anderson)  Burnside,  both  native  Virgin- 
ians and  of  Scotch-Irish  origin.  Their  children 
were  nine  in  number,  four  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Abigail,  born  in  1821,  died  in  infancy;  Anthony, 
born  in  1823,  died  when  a  young  man;  Isaac,  born 
in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1825,  resides  in  Knox 
County,  111.,  and  is  engaged  in  farming;  Elizabeth, 
born  in  the  }'ear  1827,  married  John  Hadlej-,  a  farm- 
er, and  now  resides  in  Kansas,  and  the}-  have  five 
children;  William,  born  in  Fountain  County,  Ind., 


in  the  year  1829,  married  Miss  Renick  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming;  Mary,  born  in  1831,  married 
Samuel  Coffman,  and  they  now  reside  in  Chicago, 
he  being  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  at  the 
stock  yards;  George,  born  in  Fountain  County,  is 
married  and  has  two  children,  and  lie  resides  in 
Knox  County,  111.;  and  Julia  is  deceased. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  his 
native  State,  but  in  1834  he  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents,  who  bought  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land.  This  farm  was  covered  with 
timber,  but  the  elder  Mr.  Burnside,  with  the  help  of 
his  sons,  began  at  once  to  clear  and  develop  this 
tract  of  land,  erected  a  comfortable  log  cabin,  and 
in  this  resided  for  many  years.  He  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  and  a  man  universally  respected. 
Young  Burnside  was  educated  up  to  fifteen  years 
of  age  in  the  Old  Dominion,  but  after  coming 
with  his  parents  to  this  State  his  educational  ad- 
vantages were  not  of  the  best,  much  of  his  time 
being  spent  in  assisting  his  father  to  clear  the 
farm.  In  the  year  1852  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Nancy  Lewis,a  native  of  Fountain  County, 
Ind.,  born  in  the  year  1821,  and  the  daughter 
of  C.  Lewis. 

After  his  marriage  the  original  of  this  notice 
resided  in  Parke  County,  Ind.,  for  some  time,  but 
subsequently  moved  011  the  old  homestead.  He 
now  resides  on  a  tract  of  land  that  he  purchased 
from  his  father,  and  altogether  has  thirteen  hun- 
dred acres  of  some  of  the  best  land  in  the  section. 
He  has  his  farm  well  improved  and  in  an  excellent 
state  of  cultivation.  Everything  about  the  place 
proves  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  advanced  ideas 
and  excellent  judgment,  and  one  who  is  authority 
on  all  agricultural  matters.  He  has  a  comfortable 
house,  good,  substantial  outbuildings,  and  is  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  conveniences  of  life.  He  en- 
joys the  distinction  of  being  not  only  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Fountain  County,  but  one  of  its 
highly  esteemed  and  honored  citizens.  He  is  known 
throughout  the  section  as  a  man  of  kind  disposi- 
tion and  an  intelligent  and  worthy  gentleman. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnside  had  born  of  their  union 
six  children,  who  are  named  as  follows:  Charles, 
a  native  of  Fountain  County,  born  in  February, 
1854,  died   when   eighteen   years  of  age;    Hattie, 
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born  in  1857,  died  when  fifteen  years  of  age; 
Rose,  horn  in  1859,  died  in  infancy;  Am}'  M., 
born  February  15,  1861,  married  Will  Phelps;  Al- 
bert, a  farmer  of  Fountain  County,  born  in  1851, 
married  Ella  Morrison,  daughter  of  Capt.  Morri- 
son, and  they  have  three  children;  Ora  Bell,  born 
in  1871,  and  who  resides  in  Fountain  County, 
married  E.  Randolph,  and  has  one  child.  All  these 
children  were  educated  at  Greencastle.  Albert 
and  Amy  graduated  from  the  Greencastle  School. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnside  have  been  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church  for  thirty  years,  and  are 
deeply  interested  in  all  good  work.  They  are 
active  workers  in  the  Sunday-school  and  liberal 
supporters  of  their  church.  In  politics  Mr.  Burn- 
side  is  a  strong  Republican. 


!\\R0F'  HENRY  SEYMOUR  KRITZ,  Ph.   D., 


D 


I)  Priii 


cipal  of  the  Preparatory  Department  of 
Wabash  College,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
men  iu  the  institution.  His  is  the  task  of 
laying  the  foundation  for  later  instructors  to 
build  upon.  He  is  a  very  pleasant  and  genial 
gentleman,  and  by  his  earnest,  conscientious  devo- 
tion to  duty  has  won  the  esteem  and  confidence 
alike  of  professors,  students  and  citizens. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ind.,  February  14,  1826,  of  parents  who 
had  emigrated  a  few  years  before  from  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania.  After  receiving  the  best  edu- 
cation afforded  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
day,  he  learned  the  trade  of  paper-making.  While 
working  at  his  business  in  Indianapolis  in  1845, 
he  was  caught  in  the  machinery  and  so  disabled  in 
his  right  hand  as  to  be  disqualified  for  working 
longer  at  this  employment.  Finding  a  change  of 
Occupation  necessary,  he  entered  Hanover  College 
in  IN  17,  with  a  view  to  becoming  a  professional 
teacher.  Here  he  applied  himself  with  such  dili- 
gence that,  although  he  was  working  his  way 
through  college  by  tutoring  the  preparatory  classes 
two  hours  a   day,  lie  completed   the   full  classical 


course  in  a  year's  less  time  than  that  usually  re- 
quired, and  graduated  second  in  a  class  of  twent}-. 

In  1852  Prof.  Kritz  took  charge  of  the  Presb}-- 
terian  Academy  at  Waveland,  Montgomerj'  County, 
Ind.,  and  remained  there  more  than  twenty  years, 
or  till  1873.  The  academy  was  of  high  school 
grade,  preparing  students  also  for  college.  At 
that  time  it  employed  a  corps  of  four  teachers,  and 
had  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
students.  Under  the  administration  of  Prof. 
Kritz  the  school  became  widely  known,  receiving 
students  from  ten  different  States,  many  of  whom 
have  since  become  distinguished  in  the  professions, 
and  in  the  various  pursuits  of  business  life.  The 
school  also  made  a  splendid  record  during  the 
civil  war,  furnishing  not  only  a  large  number  who 
served  in  the  ranks,  but  also  many  who  attained 
distinction  as  colonels, majors  and  captains  in  the 
armies  of  the  Union. 

In  1873  Prof.  Kritz  came  to  Crawfordsville  as 
Principal  of  the  High  School,  and  three  years 
later  was  made  Superintendent  of  the  city  schools. 
While  serving  in  this  capacity,  he  was,  at  the 
earnest  request  of  Prof.  Bassett,  then  principal  of 
the  Preparatory  Department  of  Wabash  College, 
made  his  associate.  Entering  Wabash  College  in 
1877  with  the  rank  of  full  Professor  he  taught  the 
Preparatory  Greek  and  English  until  1881.  On 
the  resignation  of  Prof.  Bassett  in  that  year  he 
was  made  principal  of  the  department,  and  has 
since  had  charge  of  the  preparatory  Greek  and 
Latin  classes.  He  has  been  aided  by  able  assist- 
ants, especially  by  Prof.  J.  II.  Osborn,  who  is  now 
his  associate.  The  department  has  from  seventy- 
five  to  a  hundred  students  annually  and  has  ac- 
quired a  reputation  for  efficiency  and  thorough- 
ness enjoyed  by  very  few  preparatory  schools. 

While  engaged  in  the  public  school  work  Prof. 
Kritz  was  a  frequent  and  very  acceptable  insti- 
tute worker  and  teaoher,  and  has  been  long  and 
widel}7  known  as  an  enthusiastic,  progressive  edu- 
cator. He  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and,  although  he  has  never  sought  or 
desired  office,  he  is  a  constant  and  intelligent 
reader  of  political  journals,  and  always  votes  the 
Republican  ticket. 

He  has  also  very  decided  religious  convictions, 
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and  since  bis  college  days  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  for 
many  years  a  ruling  elder. 

Prof.  Kritz  was  married  in  1855  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Brush,  of  Waveland.  They  have  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters.  The 
family  have  always  lived  at  Waveland,  where  they 
have  a  pleasant  home  with  spacious  grounds  in 
town,  and  a  farm  adjoining.  The  oldest  of  the 
sons,  Charles  S.,  recently  married,  is  a  druggist  at 
Montezuma.  Frank  W.  and  Herbert  S.  are  mer- 
chants at  Waveland.  The  other  sons  are  not  in 
business.  Four  of  the  daughters  are  married. 
Stella  K.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  R.  V.  Hunter,  of 
Terre  Haute;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  James  W.  Rob- 
ertson, a  retired  druggist  of  Waveland;  Jessie  is 
the  wife  of  George  M.  Cowan,  of  the  Woolen  Man- 
ufacturing Co.,  of  Yountsville,  Ind.;  Victoria  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Reese  Kelso,  of  Waveland;  and 
Lena  and  Nellie,  twins,  sixteen  years  old,  are  at 
home  with  their  parents. 

But  few  professional  teachers  have  made  so  long 
and  so  successful  a  record,  and  still  fewer  have  so 
impressed  their  personality  on  their  pupils.  Hun- 
dreds of  young  men  and  men  now  in  middle 
life,  widely  scattered  in  many  States,  regard  with 
the  highest  respect  and  veneration  their  old  friend 
and  teacher,  and  rejoice  that  he  still  retains  so 
much  of  the  vigor  and  all  the  enthusiasm  of  his 
earlier  years. 


■^^1 


||8=NS" 


il|U^.  ENRY  WARNER,  a  brother  of  James  and 
ffji  John  Warner,  sketches  of  whom  will  be 
jk%r  found  in  this  volume,  is  an  honored  rep. 
^y)  resentative  of  Reserve  Township,  Parke 
County,  and  stands  among  those  who  have  con- 
tributed their  means  to  make  this  county  one  of 
the  best-developed  farming  regions  in  the  State, 
and  he  has  rendered  invaluable  aid  in  reclaiming 
it  from  the  wilderness  by  putting  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  an  extensive  farm. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of    Peter   and    Frances 


(Milbourn) Warner,  and  was  born  on  section  16,  in 
this  township,  the  event  taking  place  April  27, 
1837,  on  the  same  farm  which  his  father  had  pur- 
chased six  years  previously.  Mr.  Warner  received 
but  a  meagre  education  in  the  district  and  sub- 
scription schools  of  this  county.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  began  farming  on  the  home- 
stead in  his  own  interest,  and  here  he  has  re- 
mained all  his  life.  By  skillful  management  and 
economical  habits  he  has  become  the  proud  posses- 
sor of  eighty  acres  of  the  original  estate,  and  aside 
from  this  farm,  on  which  he  now  resides,  he  has  as- 
sisted in  clearing  and  now  owns  four  other  farms, 
aggregating  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres. 
The  eye  of  the  passer-by  is  at  once  attracted  by 
the  neat  appearance  of  the  place,  which  indicates 
that  the  owner  is  a  man  of  considerable  experi- 
ence in  various  ways,  and  one  who  is  justly  re- 
garded as  a  progressive  farmer,  with  a  clear  under- 
standing of  his  business  and  a  knowledge  of  how 
to  carry  on  his  pursuit  so  as  to  reap  the  best  re- 
sults. 

Peter  Warner,  the  father  of  this  worthy  gentle- 
man, emigrated  from  his  native  State,  Virginia, 
to  Indiana,  twenty  years  after  the  War  of  1812. 
Being  one  of  the  early  settlers  here,  all  honor  is 
due  him  for  the  fortitude  he  displayed  in  sur- 
mounting the  many  obstacles  and  difficulties  which 
beset  him  on  every  hand.  Henry  is  one  of  the 
eleven  children  born  to  his  parents,  who  were 
Alpheus,  John,  Mary,  James,  Sarah,  Robert,  Henry, 
Elizabeth  and  Nancy,  and  two  who  died  when 
young. 

On  April  16,  1865,  a  very  important  event  oc- 
curred in  the  life  of  our  subject,  when  he  was 
married  to  Nancy  J.,  a  daughter  of  John  S.  and 
Mary  (Wright)  Thompson,  of  Kentucky.  Mrs. 
Warner  was  born  in  Mercer,  Ky.,  June  14,  1845. 
Her  father  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  died  in  his 
native  place,  leaving  three  children:  William,  Mary 
P.  and  Nancy  J.  The  two  former  are  now  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Mary  Thompson  came  to  Indiana  in 
1850  with  her  three  children  and  settled  in  Parke 
County,  near  the  village  of  Brockport.  She  still 
survives,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Warner.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born   twelve  chil- 
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dren,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Eli,  Martin  J.,  Eva 
J.,  Mary  L.,  Lois  and  John  G.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years.  Like  his  brothers,  Mr.  War- 
ner is  a  supporter  of  the  Democracy  in  his  politi- 
cal views. 


^D  OHN  P.  WIRT,  a  prosperous  general  mer- 
chant at  Alamo,  is  also  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, owning  and  successfully  managing  a 
well-ordered  farm  in  Jackson  Township,  Fountain 
Count}',  lie  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  on 
the  old  Wirt  homestead  in  Ripley  Township  Jan- 
uary 26,  1854.  His  father,  David  Wirt,  was  born 
in  New  Jersey  in  1815,  and  was  married  to  Miss 
Rebecca  Bolser  in  1840.  They  began  their  wedded 
life  in  Brown  Township,  where  Mr.  Wirt  purchased 
forty  acres  of  wild  land.  Ten  years  later  they  re- 
moved from  that  place  to  this  township,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  had  a  well-improved  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  was  the  father 
of  a  numerous  family  of  children.  The  eldest, 
Nancy,  was  born  in  Brown  Township  in  1841,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Francis  Humphrey  in  1859, 
and  died  in  1877,  leaving  three  children:  Edna, 
O.  D.,  and  W.  E.  Miss  Edna  Humphrey,  a  resident 
of  Crawfordsville,  was  born  in  Ripley  Township 
in  1862.  Her  eldest  brother,  W.  E.,  was  born  in 
the  same  township  in  1864,  is  a  graduate  of 
Wabash  College,  and  is  practicing  law  in  partner- 
ship with  M.  D.  White,  at  Crawfordsville.  The 
other  brother  was  born  in  1867,  is  a  graduate  of 
Wabash  College,  and  a  teacher  in  the  High  School 
at  Crawfordsville.  Irena,  the  second  daughter  of 
the  W'iit  family,  was  born  in  1844,  married  John 
M.  White  in  1863,  and  they  reside  on  the  old 
Wirt  homestead.  Aaron  Wirt,  who  was  born  in 
1845,  gave  up  his  life  for  his  country  during  the 
great  rebellion.  In  1862  he  volunteered,  became 
:i  member  of  Company  1, Eleventh  Indiana  Infan- 
try, commanded   by    Col.   Wallis  and   Capt.  Ross, 


and  served  until  his  death  in  1864,  from  the  effects 
of  a  wound  received  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek. 
Moses  G.,  who  was  born  in  1848,  and  died  at  his 
mother's  home  in  1886,  married  Elizabeth  T.  Hum- 
phrey, who  died  leaving  two  children.  Sylvia  was 
born  in  1855,  and  married  Patrick  Dail}-  in  1871. 
Their  first  child  was  born  in  1872,  and  was  married 
in  1892.  Nellie  was  born  in  1856,  and  married 
Mr.  Byerly,  of  Carroll  County.  Rose  was  born  in 
1859,  was  married  in  1877  to  Gilbert  Titus,  of  the 
firm  of  Wirt  &  Co.,  and  they  have  one  child. 

John  P.  Wirt,  of  whom  this  biography  is  more 
especially  written,  has  had  a  somewhat  varied 
career  in  business.  When  he  was  but  nineteen 
years  old  he  established  himself  as  a  druggist  in 
his  native  town.  He  afterward  sold  out  his  stock 
and  store,  and  for  several  years  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  a  general  mercantile  business.  He 
has  a  fine,  central  location  in  a  neat  and  well- 
built  block  on  one  of  the  busiest  thoroughfares  of 
the  village  of  Alamo,  has  a  store  well  fitted  up 
and  completely  stocked  with  everything  in  his 
line,  and  he  also  carries  a  full  stock  of  undertak- 
ers' supplies,  he  being  the  only  undertaker  in  town. 
He  is  a  man  of  good  business  habits,  is  prompt 
and  methodical  in  his  dealings,  carrying  on  an 
extensive  trade  with  profit,  and  has  made  his 
name  honored  in  financial  circles.  He  is  promi- 
nent in  the  public  life  of  the  town  as  Town  Clerk, 
which  office  he  has  held  four  years,  and  he  is  also 
Notary  Public.  In  politics,  lie  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, and  stands  by  his  party  through  good  and 
ill  report.  Mr.  Wirt  is  energetic  in  church  mat- 
ters, as  is  also  his  estimable  wife,  and  both  are 
valued  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
giving  it  moral  and  material  support.  Both  teach 
in  the  Sunday-school,  which  he  has  served  as  Sup- 
erintendent five  or  six  terms.  In  his  social  rela- 
tions, he  affiliates  with  the  Masons  as  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  144,  Alamo,  and  of  De  Barnard  Lodge 
No.  29,  K.  P.,  at  Crawfordsville. 

Mr.  Wirt  was  married  in  1875  to  Miss  Mandy 
G,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Myers,  their  marriage 
taking  place  in  Fountain  County,  at  the  home  of 
the  bride's  parents,  and  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  the  Rev.  T.  S.  Buckles.  They  are  blessed 
willi  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with 
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their  parents.  The  eldest,  Wiley  W.,  was  born  in 
1878,  Fred  G.  in  1881,  and  Myrtle  in  1885.  All 
have  been  given  fine  educational  advantages,  and 
the  eldest  son  has  a  well-established  reputation  as 
a  good  elocutionist,  winning  the  prize  of  $5  in  the 
count}-  and  town  oratorical  contest.  He  won  a 
$10  prize  at  the  County  Fair,  and  has  graduated 
in  the  graded  schools  of  Alamo. 


^p^EORGE  T.  DE  VERIER,  M.  1).,  a  success- 
ful physician  residing  in  Waterman,  Parke 
County,  belongs  to  a  family  whose  repre- 
sentatives for  generations  have  been  numbered 
among  the  most  patriotic  and  honorable  of  our 
country's  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Waveland, 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  March  16,  1839,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Mary  E.  (Foreman)  De  Ver- 
ter.  His  paternal  grandfather  emigrated  from 
France  in  Colonial  days,  in  company  with  Gen.  La- 
Fayette,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  af- 
ter which  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where,  it  is 
supposed,  he  died. 

George  De  Vertex,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  while  following  his  trade  of  a  shoemaker  as  a 
"jour,"  he  tramped  over  fourteen  States,  and  fi- 
nally arrived  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  he  mar- 
ried. From  that  place  he  removed  to  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  and  later  settled  in  Parke  County, 
where  he  died  at  Annapolis  in  1873.  He  had  fol- 
lowed his  trade  throughout  his  entire  active  life, 
and  was  an  industrious,  energetic  man,  kind  and 
sympathetic  in  disposition,  possessing  a  firm  will 
and  decided  convictions  on  every  subject.  Prior 
to  the  Civil  War,  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  after 
1864  he  voted  the  Republican  ticket.  His  wife 
was  born  March  26,  1808,  in  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  and  died  August  4,  1891.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  an  Ohio  farmer,  who  traced  his  ances- 
try to  German)'. 

Eight  of  nine  children  born  to  the  parents  of 
our  subject  grew  to  maturity,  one  having  died  in 


childhood.  Michael  moved  to  California  in  1850, 
and  died  in  Arizona,  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
Second  California  Cavalry.  Lucinda  died  unmar- 
ried. Celinda,  widow  of  Henry  Laughlin,  resides 
in  Annapolis;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Charley 
Booze,  and  resides  with  her  daughter  near  Craw- 
fordsville;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sherman  died  in  Chil- 
licothe, Mo.;  George  T.  is  the  subject  of  this  no- 
tice; John  M.  served  in  Company  A,  Eighty-fifth 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  died  in  Nashville,  Tenn, 
in  1862.  The  youngest  member  of  the  family, 
Alonzo,  is  a  mail  messenger.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a  noble  Christian 
woman. 

After  receiving  a  common-school  education,  our 
subject  became  self-supporting  at  the  age  of  twelve, 
and  two  years  later  commenced  to  work  as  an  ap- 
prentice to  the  blacksmith  trade,  at  which  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years.  Com- 
pleting the  trade  at  seventeen  years  of  age,  lie 
worked  as  a  journeyman  carriagesmith  until  July  6, 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  H, 
Twenty-first  Indiana  Infantry,  of  which  he  was 
chosen  Fifth  Corporal.  He  participated  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Ft.  Jackson  (at  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River),  Baton  Rouge,  Camp  Bisland,  Port 
Hudson,  Sabine  Pass,  Pleasant  Hill,  Cane  River,  Yel- 
low Bayou,  and  others.  In  1862,  he  became  Ser- 
geant, in  which  capacity  he  was  discharged,  July 
31,  1862.  While  his  company  was  returning  home, 
it  was  fired  into  by  the  enemy  at  Gaines'  Landing, 
on  the  Arkansas  shore,  and  live  were  killed  and 
ten  wounded.  In  January,  1865,  our  subject  went  to 
Cincinnati,  and  thence  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  lie 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fifth  Veteran  Volunteers, 
or  Hancock's  corps,  and  at  Washington  was  pro- 
moted to  be  Sergeant. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  in  March, 
1866,  our  subject  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine at  Annapolis,  and  in  the  winter  of  1867-68 
attended  the  Miami  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1871.  He  opened 
an  office  for  pract  ce  at  Howard,  Parke  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  for  eighteen  years.  In 
1882,  he  took  a  course  of  lectures  at  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital College,  New  York,  and  two  years  afterward 
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located  at  Lodi,  Ind.,  where  be  opened  a  drug  store 
in  partnership  with  C.  L.  Steinbaugh. 

May  21,  1879,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Dr.  De 
Verter  to  Miss  Clara  B.,  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Susannah  (Fashbaugh)  Steinbaugh.  Three  chil- 
dren, Elizabeth  I.,  William  J.  and  Donald,  have 
been  born  of  the  union.  Mrs.  De  Verter  is  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is 
a  lady  of  culture,  whose  friends  are  as  numerous 
as  her  acquaintances.  As  a  Republican,  Dr.  De- 
Verter  served  as  Trustee  of  Liberty  Township, 
Parke  County,  from  1872  until  1878,  and  has  oc- 
cupied other  honored  positions  with  efficiency. 
In  social  connections,  he  is  a  Mason,  and  takes  an 
interest  in  fraternal  work.  His  prosperity  shows 
that  he  possesses  the  keen  acumen  of  the  success- 
ful business  man,  and  in  addition  to  his  comforta- 
ble home  he  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
twelve  acres  in  Liberty  Township.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  local  work  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  during  the  year  1892 
was  the  President  of  the  Regimental  Reunion  of 
the  Twenty-First  Indiana  Volunteers,  which  was 
held  at   Greencastle,  Ind.,  in  September,  1892. 


/  *^*=* 


^ENJAMIN  F.  HUDSON,  M.  D.,  is  enrolled 
on  the  list  of  successful  physicians  of  Mon- 
tezuma, Parke  County,  where  he  is  en- 
^~=s  gaged  in  a  good  practice.  This  gentleman 
was  born  near  New  Richmond,  Ohio,  March  16, 1826. 
His  father  was  David,  and  his  mother  Margaret 
(Jackson)  Hudson,  the  former  a  son  of  William 
Hudson,  who  was  an    early  pioneer  of  Kentucky, 

wh oved  to  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  where  he 

took  up  and  improved  a  farm,  on  which  he  lived 
until  his  premature  death.  He  died  in  the  faith 
of  the  Methodist  Fpiscopal  Church,  and  was  the 
father  of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. The  father  of  our  subject,  David  Hudson, 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  went  to  Ohio  with  his 
parents,  where  he  also  located  on  a  farm,  and,  like 


his  father,  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  In  the  fall  of  1832  he  moved  by 
wagon  to  Vermillion  County,  Ind.,  where  he  bought 
and  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  after- 
ward accumulating  five  hundred  and  forty  acres 
more.  In  his  political  sentiments  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  later  a  Democrat,  and  at  one  time  per- 
formed the  duties  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Count)'  Commissioner.  He  died  aged  sixty-nine 
years,  his  wife  surviving  him  a  number  of  years, 
nurturing  eight  children:  James  H.  (deceased), 
Benjamin  F.,  William  (who  was  killed  by  a  tree 
falling  on  him  when  a  young  man), Elizabeth,  El- 
vira, Ruhama,  Cleopatra  and  Rebecca.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  Jackson,  who  went  from  Mary- 
land to  that  State  in  an  earl)'  day.  This  gentle- 
man was  a  minister  in  the  New  Light  Church.  In 
1832  he  came  to  Indiana,  where  he  passed  his  last 
days. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead, 
receiving  a  common-school  and  academic  educa- 
tion in  the  meantime,  teaching  school  during  the 
winters  and  working  on  the  farm  during  the  sum- 
mer months.  In  1851  he  began  the  study  of  med- 
icine with  Griffith  &  Willetts,  of  Newport,  and 
three  years  later  took  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Ohio 
Medical  College.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  was 
graduated  from  Miami  Medical  College  and  located 
in  Montezuma  the  following  June,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home  and  met  great  success  as  a 
practitioner.  In  1868  he  attended  lectures  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  has  since  become  a  member  of 
the  Parke  County  Medical  Society,  and  of  the  State 
and  Tri-State  Medical  Society.  He  has  been  twice 
chosen  as  Trustee,  and  was  also  Trustee  of  the 
corporation  for  eighteen  years.  He  is  a  leader  in 
politics,  being  a  Democrat  of  no  uncertain  tone, 
and  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  its  principles 
ever  since  his  first  ballot  was  cast. 

Dr.  Hudson  was  married  December  19,  1858,  to 
Mary  E.  Stacey,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts and  the  daughter  of  Jedediah  F.  and  Clar- 
inda  (Lynch)  Stacey,  the  former  a  railroad  con- 
tractor and  an  extensive  grain  speculator.  To 
this  couple  was  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Ada  H., 
who  has  reached  womanhood  and  become  the  wife 
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of  Frank  S.  Cumberland.  The  Doctor  and  his 
wife  are  popular  in  social  circles,  having  many 
friends,  and  their  hospitality  is  proverbial  to  all 
who  cross  their  threshold. 


*€h 
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\T/OSEPH  W.  TAYLOR,  an  intelligent  and  en- 
||  terprisiug  fanner  and  stock-raiser  residing 
^=n.  I  on  section  8,  Ripley  Township,  is  a  member 
»igg^  of  an  old  and  highly  respected  family  of 
Montgomery  County,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  his 
birth  occurring  here  in  1856.  His  father,  Charles 
Taylor,  was  also  born  in  this  county,  and  was  a 
son  of  Judge  Taylor,  who  was  prominent  in  the 
early  history  of  this  part  of  the  State  and  in  its 
most  recent  public  life.  The  Judge  was  a  native 
of  Ohio.  He  was  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of 
Montgomery  County  for  fifteen  years,  dying  while 
an  incumbent  of  that  ollice  in  1877.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  this  section,  entering  at  an  early 
day  land  from  the  Government  to  the  amount 
of  four  hundred  acres,  a  part  of  which  is  the  home 
of  our  subject. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  our  subject's  father 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  in  order  to 
obtain  the  means  to  improve  it  he  taught  school 
in  the  winter  seasons,  being  very  well  educated, 
and  he  farmed  summers.  In  due  time  he  had  suf- 
ficient means  to  enable  him  to  marry  and  establish 
a  home,  and  in  1853  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Smith,  a  native 
of  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch  re- 
ceived a  practical  education,  and  early  became 
familiar  with  agriculture  in  all  its  departments,  so 
that  when  he  began  his  independent  career  as  a 
farmer  he  was  well  prepared  to  make  a  success  of 
his  undertakings.  He  has  a  small,  but  well-im- 
proved farm,  supplied  with  neat  and  substantial 
buildings  for  every  needed  purpose,  and  the  soil 
is  under  good  cultivation.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  breeder 
of  blooded  stock,  paying  especial  attention  to 
raising  sheep,  and  he  has  a  fine  flock  of  registered 


Shropshire-Downs,  two  hundred  in  number,  some 
of  the  rams  being  imported  and  valued  at  $100 
apiece,  and  he  has  besides  a  choice  lot  of  Merino 
sheep.  He  has  also  paid  much  attention  to  rais- 
ing the  best  breeds  of  poultry,  of  which  he  has  six 
varieties  of  the  finest  breeds,  including  the  Wyan- 
dotte, Langshans,  game,  etc.  Some  of  his  fowls 
are  worth  $30  apiece,  and  their  eggs  bring  $4  a 
dozen.  He  has  been  awarded  many  prizes  at  the 
different  State  Fairs  in  Indiana,  and  through  care- 
ful attention  to  business  and  close  study  he  has 
risen  to  be  second  to  none  in  the  county  as  a  poul- 
try fancier. 

Our  subject's  first  marriage,  which  was  solem- 
nized in  1881,  was  with  Miss  Hannah  Wilcox, 
daughter  of  Levi  Wilcox.  She  died  in  1885,  and 
Mr.  Taylor  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss  Dor.ro 
Folick,  a  native  of  this  county,  and  a  daughter  of 
Israel  Folick.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor's  home  circle 
has  been  widened  by  the  birth  of  three  children: 
Charles,  who  was  born  in  1886;  Albert,  in  1889; 
and  Jane,  in  1891. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  a  member  in  high  standing  of  the 
Second  Church,  and  a  generous  portion  of  his  means 
is  donated  to  help  carry  it  on  properly.  In  his 
political  sentiments  our  subject  is  a  Democrat, 
who  thoroughly  believes  in  his  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Horse  Thief  Detective  Association, 
and  he  may  always  be  depended  upon  to  support 
all  measures  to  establish  justice,  peace,  and  law 
and  order  in  the  community. 
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iEORGE  W.  ALEXANDER  is  engaged  in 
carrying  on  his  well-improved  farm  of  one 
JA},  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres,  on  sec- 
tion 16,  Sugar  Creek  Township.  Parke  County. 
He  has  lived  on  this  place  since  1861,  or  shortly 
after  his  marriage.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Guilford  County,  N.  C,  on  August  29,  1832, 
being  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Alexan- 
der) Alexander,  who  were  third  cousins.  The 
former  was  the  son  of  James  and  Nancy  Alexan- 
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der.  Grandfather  Alexander  was  born  in  Ireland 
and  Lis  wife  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  They  both 
came  to  the  United  States  with  their  parents  when 
young,  settling  in  the  eastern  part  of  North  Caro- 
lina, where  they  were  married.  James  Alexander 
learned  the  miller's  trade  before  leaving  the  Em- 
erald Islo,  and  followed  that  occupation  through- 
out life.  For  many  years  he  owned  a  mill  in 
North  Carolina,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
only  superintendent  of  one.  He  was  a  Whig  and 
opposed  to  slavery,  though  a  resident  of  a  South- 
ern State.  His  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution. 

Our  subject's  father  was  one  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  the  others  being  Gideon,  Jonathan,  Cal- 
vin, Abbie,  Sally,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
They  are  all  now  deceased.  Joseph  Alexander 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  in  early  life,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  same.  He  married  when 
about  twenty-two  years  old,  and  had  eight  chil- 
dren, our  subject  being  the  eldest,  and  the  others 
in  order  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Mary,  James  C, 
Nancy  J.,  Martha,  Catherine  L.,  Joseph  F.,  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  After  the  death  of  our  sub- 
ject's mother,  his  father  married  a  Miss  Hamilton, 
by  whom  he  had  four  children.  He  was,  like  his 
father,  a  Whig,  and  religiously  held  membership 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

George  W.  Alexander  was  only  twelve  years  old 
when  his  mother  died,  and  soon  after  he  was  bound 
out  to  Jaben  Erwin  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade. 
For  him  he  worked,  receiving  only  his  board  and 
clothes  for  eight  years,  and  then  continued  in  his 
employ  about  three  years  afterward.  Until  1861 
he  was  engaged  in  carpentering,  since  which  time 
he  has  turned  his  attention  almost  entirely  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  and  has  even  succeeded  better 
in  this  vocation  than  in  the  former  one.  His  skill, 
however,  with  carpenter  tools  has  proved  very 
useful  to  him  time  and  again  in  the  construction 
and  repair  of  his  buildings. 

In  I860  Mr.  Alexander  and  Martha  A.  Bacus 
were  joined  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Alexander  was 
born  on  the  farm  where  she  still  lives  in  the  year 
1839.  Her  parents,  James  and  Margaret  (Irwin) 
Bacus,   were    natives   of   Ohio  and    Virginia,  re- 


spectively', being  early  settlers  of  Parke  County. 
This  farm  was  entered  of  the  Government  as  school 
land  in  1835,  and  every  bit  of  the  place  was  cleared 
by  Mr.  Bacus.  The  bouse  or  cabin  which  he  first 
erected  was  very  small  and  of  the  rudest  descrip- 
tion, but  in  time  was  replaced  with  a  much  more 
pretentious  residence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  James  B.,  whose 
wife  was  formerly  Miss  Fanny  Delphina  Pithod; 
and  Flora  A.,  wife  of  Chauncey  Lusk.  Our  sub- 
ject is  extremely  proud  of  his  four  little  grand- 
children. He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  27,  A.  F. 
<fc  A.  M.,  of  Annapolis. 


m>-$t<m= 


J^M  RCHIBALD  JOHNSTON  was  born  August 
#Ol     28,  1810,  in   Wilkes  County,  N.  G,  and 

III  ill  removed  with  his  parents  to  Washington 
^jl  County,  Ind.,  in   1818;  from  there  he  re- 

moved to  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  in  1822,  and  set- 
tled where  Greencastle  was  afterward  located.  In 
1832  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Keller,  who  survives 
him. 

In  1844  our  subject  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Put- 
nam County,  and  re-elected  in  1846,  serving  four 
years.  In  1848  he  was  elected  Representative  for 
Putnam  County  and  was  re-elected  in  1850.  In 
1856  he  was  elected  State  Senator  from  Putnam 
County,  and  in  1860  he  was  elected  Slate  Senator 
for  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Put- 
nam and  Clay. 

In  1865  our  subject  removed  from  Putnam 
Count}'  to  Montgomery  County,  and  settled  upon 
a  farm  near  Darlington.  In  1868  he  was  elected 
Senator  from  Montgomery  County,  serving  four 
years.  In  1878  he  was  elected  joiut  Representa- 
tive for  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Parke, 
and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Slate  Board  of 
Agriculture  for  several  years.  His  public  services 
cover  a  period  of  forty  years. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Johnston  occurred  December 
30,  1884,  he  being  then  seventy-four  years,  four 
months  and    two  days  old.     lie  left  a  family  of 
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nine  children.  In  his  personal  characteristics  he 
was  a  powerful  man,  but  only  used  his  power  to 
protect  his  honor  or  in  defense  of  the  weak.  His 
convictions  were  strong,  and  he  held  to  them  with 
tenacity,  although  he  was  kind,  obliging,  gentle, 
firm,  independent  and  uncompromising  in  what  he 
thought  was  right.  He  was  not  an  educated  man, 
but  made  good  use  of  what  knowledge  he  had  ac- 
quired. As  a  speaker  he  had  neither  eloquence 
nor  finish,  but  a  directness  that  went  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  matter  in  hand,  and  he  took  a  broad 
common-sense  view  of  things,  which  made  of  him 
a  good  parliamentarian.  In  September,  1884,  he 
made  a  speech  at  Clove's  Grove,- which  was  listened 
to  with  pleasure  by  all  present. 
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ffiOHN  W.  STRAUGHAN,  M.  D.,  the  gentle- 
I  man  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  is  the 
~A  i  well-known  practitioner  of  Brown  Town- 
'{sJr  ship.  The  evidence  of  Southern  education 
so  apparent  in  the  courtesy  shown  by  the  Doctor 
to  all  with  whom  he  has  occasion  to  speak,  is  ac- 
counted for  b}T  the  fact  that  he  was  born  in  Shelby 
County,  Ky.  The  grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  John  and  Obedience  (Scott)  Straughan,  both 
natives  of  Virginia.  The  father  and  two  brothers 
of  John  were  Revolutionary  soldiers,  and  the 
brothers,  going  South  with  the  army,  it  is  supposed 
perished  while  fighting,  as  no  tidings  of  them 
ever  reached  their  kindred  after  their  departure. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  Nathaniel  S.  and  Mary 
(Brewer)  Straughan,  were  both  born  in  Shelby 
County,  Ky.,  about  the  year  1810. 

Dr.  John  Straughan  was  born  in  the  year  1831, 
and  when  about  a  year  old  his  parents  removed 
from  Kentucky  and  located  near  Greencastle,  Ind., 
on  a  farm,  where  our  subject  grew  to  maturity.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
after  finishing  his  course  accepted  the  position  of 
teacher,  which  pursuit  he  followed  until  nineteen 
years  old.  His  natural  inclinations  being  toward 
a  professional  life,  he  resigned  his  position  as  a 
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pedagogue  and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine. 
He  read  medicine  for  three  years  with  Dr.  William 
Mathews,  one  of  the  best-known  practitioners  in 
the  State  at  that  time. 

After  completing  his  studies  under  Dr.  Ma- 
thews, Dr.  Straughan  entered  what  was  then  known 
as  the  Indiana  Central  Medical  College,  where  he 
remained  during  the  winter  of  1851-52.  In  the 
spring  of  the  last-named  year  he  located  at  Park- 
ersburgh,  where  he  practiced  for  one  year.  In  the 
fall  of  1853  he  entered  the  New  York  University 
of  Medicine,  and  afterward  returned  to  Parkers- 
burgh,  in  which  vicinity  he  has  since  practiced, and 
is  now  known  as  the  oldest  practitioner  doing 
work  in  the  county. 

Dr.  Straughan  was  married  in  1853  to  Sarah  J., 
daughter  of  Robert  T.  Harrison,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, who  came  to  this  county  in  an  early  da}', 
and  married  Miss  Melinda  S.  Parker,  whose  par- 
ents also  rank  among  the  old  settlers  of  the  State. 
Their  family  consisted  of  two  daughters:  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  and  Rebecca,  wife  of  Jasper  Osborn, 
of  Ladoga.  The  union  of  Dr.  Straughan  and  his 
estimable  wife  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
three  children:  Robert  A.,  a  farmer;  Dr.  K.  K.,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Robert  Williams.  The 
family  of  our  subject's  father  numbered  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  he  is  the  eldest.  The  others  are 
Nancy,  who  married  Wesley  Dunlavey,  of  Putnam 
CouDty,  Ind.;  Margaret,  who  married  Thomas 
Phillips,  of  Bloomington,  this  State;  and  Mary  C, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Phillips. 

Dr.  Straughan  enjoys  an  extensive  practice,  and 
has  been  a  very  successful  physician.  His  career 
is  one  of  honor  to  himself,  and  he  is  fortunate  in 
the  possession  of  a  son  whose  abilities  fit  him  to 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  an  eminent  father.  The 
professional  career  of  Dr.  Straughan  was  inter- 
rupted in  the  winter  of  1881-1882,  when  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature.  The  Doctor 
has  never  branched  out  as  a  specialist,  but  has 
studied  all  diseases  with  which  he  has  come  in 
contact,  and  his  successful  record  proves  his  effi- 
ciency. As  a  descendant  of  the  old  Revolution- 
ary stock  he  is,  of  course,  a  stanch  Republican, 
politically,  and  can  be  relied  on  for  hearty  support 
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in  the  campaigns  of  his  party.  Socially,  he  is  a 
Mason  and  Odd  Fellow,  standing  high  in  both  or- 
ders. He  and  his  wife  are  noted  for  their  broad 
intelligence  and  the  liberality  of  their  religious 
views,  the  cause  of  humanity  being  nearer  their 
hearts  than  any  creed,  and  the  tenor  of  their  lives 
illustrates  their  belief  in  the  brotherhood  of  man. 


I<*^^D 


i|(!_.  ARRY  S.  AYLSWORTH  is  a  business  man 
liT^y  of  large  enterprise,  who  figures  prominently 
J±X%?  in  financial  circles  in  Fountain  County, 
(HI  and  is  the  head  of  the  firm  of  II.  S. 
A3'lsworth  <fe  Co.,  of  Kingman,  dealers  in  hard- 
ware, stoves,  wagons,  buggies,  road  carts  and  ag- 
ricultural implements.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Jonas  C.  Aylsworth,  who  is  represented  in  this 
work,  and  he  was  born  in  Granville,  Ohio,  Septem- 
ber 24,  1856. 

Our  subject  comes  of  an  old  English  family  who 
were  among  the  Colonial  settlers  of  New  England, 
coming  to  this  country  to  enjoy  religious  freedom. 
Charles  II.  was  restored  to  the  throne  of  England 
in  1660,  and  four  years  later,  in  1664,  the  Episco- 
palians being  admitted  to  the  ascendancy  in  Church 
and  State,  commenced  a  severe  and  cruel  persecu- 
tion upon  the  Dissenters,  of  which  faith  were  the 
ancestors  of  our  subject.  At  that  time,  one  of 
three  brothers  of  the  family,  supposed  to  have 
been  named  Theophilus,  fled  to  Holland,  adopted 
Dutch  manners  and  customs,  and  his  surname  was 
changed  to  Elsvort.  After  staying  a  few  years 
with  the  friendly  Hollanders,  he  emigrated  to 
America  with  his  family  and  settled  in  New  York. 
There  his  name  suffered  another  change  and  his 
descendants  are  known  by  the  name  of  Elsworth. 

In  1670  the  persecution  of  the  Dissenters  was 
renewed  with  increased  virulence,  and  the  second 
brother  fled  to  this  country  and  found  a  refuge 
in  Connecticut.  His  posterity  spell  the  name 
Ellsworth.  To  this  family  belonged  the  famous 
Chief-Justice  Oliver  Ellsworth,  who  was  born  in 
1745,  and   died    in    1807,  aged   sixty-two    years; 


and  also  William  W.  Ellsworth,  a  former  Gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut.  Arthur,  the  third  brother, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  a  lineal  descendant,  was 
born  in  England  in  1656,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
religious  persecution  removed  to  Wales,  whence  he 
came  to  this  country  in  1681  in  the  prime  and 
vigor  of  early  manhood.  He  whs  married  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  to  Mary  Brown,  and  they  settled  at 
North  Kingston,  that  State,  at  a  place  called 
Quitniseck  Neck,  where  they  reared  a  family  of 
nine  children.  Their  descendants,  of  whom  there 
are  many  in  that  State  and  elsewhere,  retain  the 
original  spelling  of  the  name — Aylsworth. 

The  first  ancestor  of  our  subject  born  in  Amer- 
ica was  Philip,  son  of  Arthur  and  Mary  (Brown) 
Aylsworth,  whose  birth  occurred  in  North  Kings- 
ton, R.  I.,  in  1692.  He  first  married  Rachel 
Green,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  and  he  af- 
terwards married  Mrs.  Dyer,  a  widow.  The  next 
in  line  of  descent  was  Arthur,  son  of  Philip  and 
Rachel  Aylsworth,  who  was  born  at  North  Kings- 
ton in  1720,  married  Freelove  Dyer,  who  was  the 
same  age  as  himself,  and  died  in  1801,  she  dying 
in  1790.  They  had  a  large  family,  and  their  son 
William  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 
He  was  born  at  North  Kingston,  February  2,  1753, 
and  was  married  June  5,  1774,  to  Catherine  Ha- 
vens, who  was  born  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  December 
11,  1750.  In  December,  1775,  they  left  their  na- 
tive State,  crossed  the  intervening  wilderness 
into  New  York,  and  on  the  16th  of  the  same 
month  arrived  at  their  destination  in  the  town  of 
New  Canaan,  Columbia  County,  of  which  they 
were  among  the  flrst  settlers,  there  being  but  few 
other  white  families  in  the  county  at  that  time. 
They  endured  heroically  the  privations  incidental 
to  life  in  a  new  country,  and  by  diligence  and 
frugality  acquired  a  competency.  He  died  Octo- 
ber 23,  1820,  and  she  July  6,  1822,  leaving  very 
many  friends  to  mourn  their  loss.  Asahel  C.  Ayls- 
worth, grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  their  third 
son,  and  he  was  born  at  New  Canaan,  February 
11,  1791.  He  married  Harriet  Conkling.  who 
was  first  cousin  to  Roscoc  Conkling,  the  emi- 
nent, lawyer  and  statesman.  In  June,  1838,  the 
grandparents  of  our  subject  removed  to  Granville, 
Ohio,  the  grandfather  devoting  himself  to  the  de- 
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velopment  of  a  farm,  and  the  remaining  years  of 
himself  and  wife  were  passed  in  that  locality. 

Harry  S.  A3'lsworth,  of  whom  we  write,  was 
only  a  year  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ne- 
braska from  his  native  State.  In  a  few  years  the 
guerrillas  drove  them  out  of  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  they  returned  to  their  old  home  in 
Ohio.  They  remained  there  but  a  short  time, 
however,  and  then  came  to  Indiana  in  the  spring 
of  1863  and  located  at  Attica.  Our  subject  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  village  schools  of  that 
place,  and  when  his  schooling  was  completed  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  tinner  of  T.  M.  Powell,  of 
Attica.  After  that  he  learned  the  business  of  flour 
packer,  and  he  also  traveled  for  the  compan}'  that 
owned  the  mill  in  Attica  in  which  his  father  had 
an  interest.  In  1885  he  built  a  steamboat  in  com- 
pany with  Messrs.  Edward  Fisher,  Charles  Hatton 
and  George  Hocumb,  and  with  them  made  a  trip 
down  the  Wabash,  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to 
Arkansas  and  southern  Missouri,  the  trip  consum- 
ing four  months  and  fifteen  days.  On  his  return 
Mr.  Aylsworth  went  to  work  in  the  flour  mill  for 
a  short  time,  and  was  then  employed  in  a  tin  store 
until  the  next  year,  when  he  and  his  father  and 
L.  F.  Putnam  formed  a  stock  company  and  built  a 
mill  at  Attica.  After  that  he  went  on  the  road 
selling  flour  manufactured  by  the  firm,  and  fol- 
lowed that  until  the  first  week  in  December,  1886. 
At  that  time  he  came  to  Kingman  to  establish  him- 
self in  the  business  indicated  in  the  first  part  of 
this  sketch,  said  business  being  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  H.  S.  Aylsworth  &  Co.,  and  he  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  building  up  the  vil- 
lage. He  erected  the  first  building  that  was 
put  up  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  and  the 
company  has  a  large  establishment,  in  which  is 
carried  the  largest  line  of  goods  of  any  store  in 
the  place.  The  main  store  is  a  two-story  building, 
20x60  feet  in  dimensions,  with  an  addition  on  the 
east  23x60  feet,  and  another  on  the  south  25x15 
feet,  with  a  cellar  under  the  latter  of  the  same 
size.  There  is  also  another  building  on  Main 
Street  that  is  25x60  feet  in  dimensions,  besides  an 
open  shed  14x60  feet  in  size.  There  are  two  ware- 
houses connected  with  the  establishment,  one 
18x30  feet,  and  the  other  18x36  feet  in  dimensions; 


two  lumber  sheds,  23x84  feet  and  18x50  feet 
respectively,  and  besides  these  a  powder  magazine 
and  lime  house.  These  buildings  occupy  four  lots, 
and  the  firm  has  another  good-sized  building,  40x50 
feet,  which  they  rent,  and  three  dwelling-houses 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town.  All  the 
buildings  are  roofed  with  iron,  and  are  admirably 
adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  in- 
tended. 

Our  subject  has  already  won  an  enviable  repu- 
tation as  a  sharp-sighted,  wide-awake  business 
man,  with  much  tact  in  handling  affairs,  and  he 
stands  high  in  financial  circles  for  straightforward 
and  honorable  dealings.  In  his  social  relations  he 
is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views,  and  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  his  party. 


f^ANIEL  G.  FOXWORTHY,  who  was  born 
Jl)  and  reared  in  Fountain  County,  a  son  of 
jffr  one  of  its  early  pioneer  families,  is  now 
numbered  among  the  able,  far-seeing,  business-like 
men  who  are  conducting  its  extensive  agricultural 
interests.  His  farm  is  pleasantly  situated  on  sec- 
tion 6,  township  18,  range  7,  now  known  as  Mill 
Creek  Township. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  July  3,  1848, 
on  the  farm  in  Cain  Township  that  his  father  de- 
veloped from  the  wilderness.  He  is  a  son  of  Alex- 
ander and  Nancy  (Glasscock)  Foxworthy,  who 
were  born  in  Kentuck}-,  and  were  children  of  pio- 
neer farmers  of  that  State,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  having  a  farm  in  Henry  County, 
while  his  paternal  grandfather  carried  on  his  oc- 
cupation in  Fleming  County.  His  parents  married 
and  settled  in  the  latter  county,  of  which  the  father 
was  a  native,  whence  they  came  eight  or  ten  years 
later,  in  1836,  to  this  State  and  county.  The 
father  procured  land  of  the  Government  in  Cain 
Township,  cleared  the  primeval  forest  growth  from 
it,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  transformed  it 
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into  a  goodly  farm.  He  was  greatly  respected  by 
his  fellow-pioneers  as  a  man  of  exemplary  habits 
and  genuine  worth,  and  the  Christian  Church  had 
in  him  a  faithful  member.  He  was  the  father  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  nine  grew  to  maturity,  and 
these  six  are  still  living:  George,  a  farmer  in  Illi- 
nois; William,  a  farmer  in  Hillsboro;  Joseph,  a 
farmer  in  Kansas;  Daniel  G.;  Melinda,  the  widow 
of  William  Gross;  and  Mary,  wife  of  John  M. 
Campbell,  a  farmer  in  Cain  Township. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  township,  and  continued 
to  assist  his  father  in  caring  for  his  farm  until  he 
attained  his  majority.  He  was  thus  well  equipped 
for  his  chosen  calling  when  he  assumed  its  duties 
on  his  own  account.  He  first  bought  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Jackson  Township  after  his  mar- 
riage, but  he  only  remained  upon  it  one  year,  and 
then  came  to  Mill  Creek  Township,  and  the  ensu- 
ing year  farmed  on  rented  land.  His  next  move 
was  to  Illinois,  where  he  bought  a  farm,  which  he 
sold  four  years  later,  and  returning  to  l\is  native 
county  he  purchased  a  farm  in  the  township  of  his 
birth,  which  he  lived  on  a  year.  After  that  he  pur- 
chased another  place  in  the  same  township,  upon 
which  he  dwelt  for  the  space  of  seven  years.  Since 
then  he  has  made  his  home  on  his  present  farm  in 
Mill  Creek  Township,  which  he  then  bought.  He 
has  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres  of  well-culti- 
vated land,  amply  provided  with  substantial  im- 
provements, and  bearing  evidences  of  thrift  and 
good  farming  on  every  hand. 

Mr.  Foxworthy  engages  in  mixed  husbandry 
and  raises  a  good  class  of  stock.  He  has  some  fine 
horses,  and  one  beautiful  blooded  animal,  "Locust 
Grove,"  No.  15,174,  that  attracts  general  attention 
and  is  full  of  promise.  He  is  a  bay,  with  star  and 
stripe,  foaled  May  18,  1889,  and  bred  by  Charles  E. 
Moore,  of  Rushville,  Ind.  He  has  a  notable  pedi- 
gree. He  was  sired  by  "Hawpatch,"  whose  regis- 
tered number  is  1140,  and  who  is  noted  as  being 
sire  of  nine  2:30  performers.  His  first  dam  was 
"Muzette,"  by  "Competitor,"  No.  6095;  second 
dam,  "Lucy,"  by  "Brockmont,  No.  3717;  third 
dam  by  "Bolivar  Hawpatch,"  No.  1140,  by  "Ham- 
bletonian,"  No.  10,  sire  of  "Dexter,"  and  four  2:30 
performers;  first  dam  "Lucy  Finch,"  by  "Henry 


Clay7,"  No.  45,  and  dam  "Merinda,"  by  "Prince  Du- 
roch;"  "Competitor,"  by  "Onward,"  No.  1411, 
sire  of  forty-eight  2:30  performers;  first  dam  "On- 
ward," No.  1411,  dam  of  "Good  Morning," 
2:30^,  by  Johnson's  "Toronto"  (sire  of  the  dam 
by  "Mambrino  Chief").  "Onward,"  No.  1411, 
was  sired  by  "George  Wilkes,"  No.  516,  the  sire 
of  "Henry  Wilkes,"  who  set  the  pace  at  2:13,  and 
of  sixty-nine  2:30  performers;  dam  "Dolly,"  dam 
of  "Director,"  2:17,  of  "Thorndale,"  2:224;,  and 
"Onward,"  2:251,  by  "Mambrino  Chief;"  "Brook- 
raont"  (the  sire  of  "William  R.,"  2:27),  by  "Bell- 
mont,"  No.  64,  sire  of  thirty-eight  trotters  with 
records,  including  the  great  "Nutwood,"  2:18|, 
who  has  sired  sevent3--six  2:30  and  2:10^  perform- 
ers, at  two  years  old,  and  the  dam  of  the  great 
"Arion,"  2:10J,  at  two  years  old;  "Brookmont's" 
dam  by  "Mambrino  Chief,"  "Bellmont,"  No.  64, 
sire  of  "Goldsmith  Maid,"  whose  record  was  2:14, 
and  other  noted  trotters. 

Mr.  Foxworthy  has  been  greatly  assisted  in  the 
upbuilding  of  his  cozy,  comfortable  home  by  his 
most  estimable  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  Au- 
gust 18,  1870.  Mrs.  Foxworthy's  maiden  name 
was  Margaret  J.  Caldwell,  and  she  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  a  daughter  of  one  of  its  early  settlers, 
Abraham  Caldwell,  who  was  a  farmer  of  Troy 
Township.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has  been 
abundantly  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  one  has  passed  away,  Zoah  Al- 
mira,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  The  sur- 
viving children  are  Ettie  Isabella,  who  is  twenty 
years  old;  Francis  Marion,  who  is  eighteen;  John 
Warren,  who  is  sixteen;  Mary  Victoria,  who  is  ten; 
James  Franklin,  who  is  eight;  Harry  Le  Roy,  who 
is  six;  Hardy  Ray,  who  is  four  years  of  age;  and 
the  baby. 

Mr.  Foxworthy  is  a  man  of  self-respecting  char- 
acter, is  well  dowered  with  firmness,  activity  and 
sound  business  qualifications,  and  his  conduct  in 
all  the  varied  relations  of  life  is  such  as  to  inspire 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  of 
all  with  whom  lie  has  dealings.  He  is  an  exemplary 
member  of  the  Christiau  Church,  and  is  Deacon 
thereof,  and  his  wife  and  eldest  daughter,  Nettie, 
are  also  members  of  that  church.  He  is  prominently 
connected  with  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Asso- 
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ciation,  lias  held  the  office  of  President  of  his  lodge 
and  is  its  present  Chaplain.  In  polities,  he  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic 
party.  Mr.  Fox  worthy  has  a  genuine  talent  for 
music,  is  gifted  with  a  fine  voice,  and  has  won 
quite  a  reputation  as  a  teacher  of  vocal  music,  hav- 
ing taught  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  and  he 
has  conducted  many  singing-schools,  taking  great 
delight  in  drilling  the  pupils  to  sing  correctly  and 
harmoniously  difficult  music. 


\T/OSEPH  B.  ORR  is  the  editor  and  publisher 
I]  of  the  Rosedale  Bee,  in  which  business  he  is 
,=-.  I,  verv  efficient.  He  was  born  July  12,  1857, 
V$Szf>  •«  •Sullivan  County,  Ind.  His  father,  L.  H. 
Orr,  was  a  native  of  Indiana  and  a  mechanic  by 
trade,  which  occupation  he  followed  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  when  our  subject  was  a  very 
small  boy.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Johnson,  a  representative 
farmer  and  a  native  of  Kentucky. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. The  eldest  son  died  when  a  lad  of  ten  years. 
Our  subject  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth,  and  he 
and  his  brothers  and  sisters  are  all  settled  in  homes 
of  their  own.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years,  Joseph 
was  sent  to  live  with  his  uncle,  who  resided  at 
Mitchell,  Ind.,  with  whom  he  remained  for  about 
one  year.  At  this  time  young  Joseph  became  dis- 
satisfied and  returned  to  his  mother,  where  he 
stayed  until  his  marriage.  He  attended  school  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  township,  learning  all 
that  he  could  until  his  fifteenth  3'ear,  when  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  printer's  trade  in  the  Sullivan 
Union  office,  where  he  worked  on  different  papers 
until  1883.  At  this  juncture  lie  was  appointed 
foreman  in  the  same  office,  which  responsible  po- 
sition he  filled  for  an  indefinite  time.  He  then, 
in  company  with  another  man,  started  a  weekly 
paper  at  Carlisle,  but  not  finding  this  as  profitable 
as  he  had  anticipated,  he  came   to   Rosedale,  Ind., 


and  started  the  publication  of  the  Bee.  In  con- 
nection with  this  sheet  he  did  all  kinds  of  job  and 
press  work,  and  under  his  skilful  management  the 
Bee  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  good,  substantial 
and  newsy  paper,  as  well  as  one  that  is  perfectly 
independent  regarding  all  political  questions. 
However,  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican,  per- 
sonally, for  which  party  he  stands  firm,  and  stud- 
ies to  make  his  sheet  one  of  the  spiciest  and  most 
popular  newspapers  of  the  day.  His  present  circu- 
lation aggregates  about  eight  hundred  copies. 
His  job  work  is  neat,  clear  and  artistic,  and  well 
up  to  the  high  standard  of  perfection. 

On  September  14,  1877,  Mr.  Orr  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Dailey,  of  Sullivan 
County.  This  amiable  and  intelligent  lady  assists 
her  husband  materially  in  his  office  duties.  She  is 
a  person  of  education  and  culture,  and  very  mod- 
est and  entertaining  in  her  way.  She  has  been 
the  mother  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  of 
the  last-named  dying  in  infancy.  Royal  Lee  was 
born  April  24,  1879;  Roxie  C.  B.,  December  18, 
1881;  William  L.,  July  11,  1883;  and  Lulu,  the 
deceased  child,  April  14,  1887. 

Mr.  Orr  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
while  his  wife  uses  her  influence  for  the  Christian 
Church.  He  is  one  of  the  wide-awake  and  pub- 
lic-spirited men,  ready  at  all  times  to  further  any 
movement  for  the  benefit  of  his  community,  and 
is  of  a  firm  and  noble  character,  with  an  agree- 
able disposition  and  suavit}-  of  manner. 


\T/011N  C.  GILKESONis  a  well-known  citi- 
I  zen  of  Raccoon  Township,  Parke  County. 
1  He  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  May 
27,  1809rabout  two  and  a-half  miles  from 
Harrisburg.  His  father,  Thomas  Gilkesou,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  January  26.  1779,  and  was 
a  son  of  Thomas  Gilkeson,  who  was  probably 
born  in  the  same  State.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  in  his  early  life  went  from    Pennsylvania 
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to  Virginia,  and  from  there  to  Mercer  County, 
Ky.,  where  Thomas,  Jr.,  was  married  about  the  year 
1807  to  Nancy  Piuchanan.  This  lady  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  born  August  27,  1780,  to 
George  and  Margaret  (Macafee)  Buchanan,  both 
of  whom  were  reared  in  the  Presb3rterian  faith. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  is  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters:  Ann,  who  married  Samuel  W.  Adams 
and  settled  in  Adams  Township,  this  count}-,  Jan- 
uary 21,  1853;  Mary  K.,  who  was  the  wife  of  Ste- 
phen Sale,  and  died  in  Florida  Township  Decem- 
ber 4,  1863;  George  N.,  who  married  Susan  Mc- 
Cain, a  resident  of  Cass  County,  Mo.;  Isabella  M., 
who  is  a  maiden  lady  seventy-four  years  old,  and 
lives  with  her  brother,  our  subject;  Thomas  B.,  who 
died  December  9,  1851;  and  Nancy,  wife  of  John 
A.  Green,  of  Pennington  County,  S.  Dak.  In  De- 
cember, 1821,  the  father  of  our  subject  came  to 
the  banks  of  the  Little  Raccoon,  in  the  northern 
part  of  Raccoon  Township,  and  located  on  the 
farm  where  Squire  Gilkeson  now  lives.  He  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  education  and  busi- 
ness qualification,  and  soon  erected  a  sawmill  on 
the  Little  Raccoon  River,  near  his  own  cabin. 
This  he  continued  to  operate  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  connection  with  his  farm  work.  He  was 
for  a  number  of  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
this  township,  and  died  August  7,  1847.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  September  29,  1838. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  had  but 
limited  advantages  for  getting  an  education,  in 
fact  all  the  school  learning  he  ever  received  was 
before  his  parents  came  to  Parke  Count}',  and  that 
when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  But  he  was 
blessed  with  a  retentive  memory  and  a  taste  for 
reading  good  literature,  and  is  a  natural-born 
genius.  He  could  build  a  house,  operate  a  mill, 
shoe  a  horse,  and,  in  fact,  there  were  few  things 
with  which  he  came  in  contact  that  he  did  not 
master. 

Mr.  Gilkeson  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  and 
for  miles  around  the  settlers  came  to  him  for 
legal  avice.  In  1844  he  was  elected  to  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  his 
township  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  in 
the  '40s,  he  has  held   the  oflice  continually.     It  is 


a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  in  all  these  years  he 
has  tried  hundreds  of  cases  in  which  were  con- 
cerned numerous  extensive  interests  and  knotty 
questions,  but  when  he  made  a  decision  it  was 
as  good  as  final,  for  never  in  a  single  case  has  a 
higher  court  reversed  his  decision.  He  is  now 
eighty-four  3rears  old  and  his  intellect  is  as  bright 
and  his  decisions  as  clear  and  forcible  as  they 
were  half  a  century  ago,  and  had  not  this  gentle- 
man been  afflicted  with  an  impediment  in  his 
speech,  he  might,  and  no  doubt  would,  have  gained 
a  national  reputation  instead  of  a  local  one. 

In  1842  Mr.  Gilkeson  was  married  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  William  Rea,  who  came  to  Parke 
County  in  1820.  This  amiable  lady  passed  away 
August  5,  1875.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  formerly  was  quite  active  in 
local  politics.  At  one  time  he  joined  the  Know- 
Nothings,  but  at  the  first  meeting  he  told  them 
they  were  rightly  named,  and  never  met  with 
them  again.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  for  sixty-three  years,  and  was 
elected  Elder  of  the  congregation,  which  otlice 
he  has  filled  with  satisfaction  to  all.  He  has 
lived  an  upright,  Christian  life  and  is  well  de- 
serving of  a  representation  in  this  volume.  Our 
subject  says  from  1839  to  1846  there  were  quite 
a  number  of  flatboats  run  on  the  Raccoon.  They 
were  16x120  feet  in  dimensions,  and  he  has  seen  as 
many  as  twelve  in  one  winter. 


SAAC  M.  KALLEY.  For  his  valiant  services 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  as  well  as  for  his 
'ii  enterprise  and  thrift  as  a  private  citizen,  Mr. 
Kalley  deservedly  occupies  a  prominent  position 
among  the  farmers  of  Raccoon  Township,  Parke 
County.  He  was  born  here  on  the  15th  of  October, 
1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  B.  and  Robecca 
(Ilamnion)  Kalley.  The  name  is  Scotch,  but  the 
immediate  ancestors  of  our  subject  came  from  the 
North  of  Ireland, where  his  grandfather, whose  name 
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was  Daniel  Kalley,  was  born.  The  latter  with  his  fa- 
ttier emigrated  to  this  country  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  settled  in  New  York  State,  not 
far  from  the  Catskill  Mountains.  Two  brothers  of 
Daniel  Kalley,  George  and  William,  served  in  the 
War  of  Independence,  and  participated  in  nearly 
all  the  leading  battles  of  that  great  struggle. 
Daniel  himself  served  in  the  War  of    1812. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Nathaniel  B.  Kalley, 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  where  his  father  set- 
tled in  1800.  The  latter  was  a  man  of  roving  dis- 
position, and  not  long  after  the  birth  of  Nathaniel 
B.  he  started  for  the  Ohio  frontier,  where  the 
lad  grew  to  a  rugged  and  vigorous  manhood. 
When  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  married  Re- 
becca Hammon,an  estimable  lady,  who  was  of  Ger- 
man descent.  Her  father,  Abram  Hammon,  was 
probably  born  in  Germany,  but  of  this  no  posi- 
tive information  can  be  gained.  It  is  known,  how- 
ever, that  he  spoken  very  broken  English,  yet  he 
may  have  been  born  in  this  country.  He  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  wounded  in 
battle.  He  died  in  Vermillion  County,  Ind.,  many 
years  ago,  being  over  ninety  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  demise.  Daniel  Kalley  married  Vashti 
Bliss,  who  came  from  Massachusetts  and  dated  her 
family  history  back  to  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers. 

In  1822,  accompanied  by  his  young  wife,  Na- 
thaniel B.  Kalley,  came  to  Parke  County,  Ind., 
and  settled  in  Raccoon  Township.  Soon  after- 
ward his  parents  and  other  members  of  the  family 
came  here  from  Ohio,  and  the  grandfather  died 
here  in  1834,  his  wife  passing  away  some  years 
later.  The  mother  of  our  subject  also  died  in  1834, 
when  he  was  but  two  years  old.  Some  time  later 
his  father  married  Charity  (Gray)  Nelson,  a  widow. 
Of  the  first  marriage,  seven  children,  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,  were  born,  of  whom  Isaac  was  the 
youngest.  Ruth,  the  eldest,  died  when  about 
twenty  -one  years  old;  Abram,  who  was  born  in 
1824,  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died 
in  Raccoon  Township,  March  18,  1892;  George 
passed  away  in  childhood;  William  also  died  when 
small;  Daniel  was  removed  by  death  in  1862;  Vashti 
who  was  born  in  1830,  married  John  J.  Webster, 
who  served   in  the   late  war  and    was   killed    in  a 


coal  bank  not  long  after  the  close  of  that  struggle. 
She  is  now  living  in  Jackson  Township.  Of  the 
children  born  of  the  second  marriage  of  Nathaniel 
B.  Kalley,  three  died  when  they  were  small.  Mary 
Hist  married  George  Hansel,  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war,  who  died  from  injuries  received  while  in  ser- 
vice, and  afterward  married  Dempsey  Seybold. 
The  other  half-sister,  Malinda,  married  and  re- 
moved to  the  West. 

Isaac  Kalley  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm, 
and  as  his  parents  were  poor,  his  education  was 
necessarily  meagre.  He  never  had  a  pair  of  shoes 
on  his  feet  which  were  made  expressly  for  him, 
until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  but  wore  shoes 
which  the  older  ones  had  outgrown.  When  he  was 
twenty-one,  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter,  which  he  was  following  at  the  op- 
ening of  the  Civil  War.  At  the  first  call  for  vol- 
unteers, he  tendered  his  services  for  the  defense  of 
his  country,  and  on  April  23,  1861,  we  find  his 
name  on  the  rolls  of  Company  A,  Fourteenth  In- 
diana Infantry,  as  a  private.  He  was  at  once  sent 
to  the  front  in  West  Virginia,  and  his  first  battle 
was  at  Rich  Mountains,  after  which,  with  his  com- 
mand, he  went  to  Beverly,  Huttonville  and  Cheat 
Mountains,  remaining  at  the  last-named  place 
until  the  fall  of  1861. 

To  give  in  detail  the  service  of  this  man,  who 
proved  himself  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  be 
one  of  the  bravest  men  that  ever  shouldered  a 
musket,  would  he  a  great  task.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  for  three  years  he  served  his  country  faithful- 
ly and  well.  Three  times  he  was  wounded,  but  was 
never  from  any  battle  in  which  his  regiment  par- 
ticipated, and  was  never  but  once  excused  from 
duty.  He  did  good  service  in  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley, participating  in  the  battle  of  Winchester  and 
the  engagements  at  Cheat  Mountain,  Green  Brier, 
Romley,  Strausburgh,  and  others  of  importance. 
He  was  at  Fiedericksburgh  when  a  call  for  volun- 
teers was  made  to  attempt  to  cross  the  pontoon 
bridge  in  the  face  of  the  enemy's  fire,  an  under- 
taking which  meant  almost  certain  death.  Not  a 
man  in  that  great  army  was  willing  to  face  the 
danger  until  Isaac  Kalley  sprang  to  the  front,  and 
said  that  he  was  one  who  was  willing  to  risk  his 
life  in    the   daring  expedition   for    his   country's 
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good.  In  tliis  hazardous  feat  fifty-six  per  cent,  of 
the  number  were  killed,  and  our  subject  came 
nearly  losing  his  life,  being  struck  by  a  piece  of 
shell.  He  was  compelled  to  remain  in  the  hospital 
at  Washington  for  several  months,  but  rejoined 
his  regiment  in  front  of  Chancellorsville,  where  his 
gun  was  shot  out  of  his  hand.  In  the  fight  at 
Gettysburg  he  was  again  wounded,  in  the  right 
shoulder,  and  was  obliged  to  go  to  a  hospital  at 
Newark,  N.  J.  This  ended  his  active  service,  for 
while  confined  there  his  term  of  service  expired 
and  he  was  discharged  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  April  23, 
1864.  He  was  anxious  to  re-enlist,  but  was  not 
accepted  on  account  of  his  injuries.  He  returned 
home  and  as  soon  as  able  resumed  work  at  his 
trade. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Kalley  married  Catherine  Elson, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Henson  El- 
son. They  have  had  four  children.  Albert  Els- 
worth  died  in  childhood;  Arthur  Edgar  is  a  rising 
young  man,  and  is  being  educated  at  Wabash  Col- 
lege; Milton  is  at  home;  Myrtle  May  received  an 
excellent  education  in  the  home  schools  and  is  an 
accomplished  young  lady.  After  his  marriage  our 
subject  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. Politically,  he  is  a  strong  Republican.  He 
is  actively  identified  with  Kalley  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Bridgeton,  and  for  his  services  in  the  late 
war  and  injuries  there  received,  he  draws  a  pension 
of  117  per  month. 


I  EUBEN  S.  NEBEKER  is  a  native  of  Troy 
</  Township,  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  is  now  residing  and  where  he  was  born 
^i"  1834,  a  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Steely)  Nebeker,  the  latter  being  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  Steely.  George  Nebeker 
was  born  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  in  1813,  be- 
ing a  son  of  Lewis  Nebeker,  and  one  of  his  sons, 
who  has  been  a  potent  factor  in  the  development 
of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  county,  is  Enos 


H.  Nebeker,  who  was  born  in  1836,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Sewell,  boin  in  1843,  a  daughter  of 
William  Sewell.  Their  marriage  took  place  in 
1865  in  Troy  Township.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  Greencastle,  and  is  the 
President  of  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank 
at  Covington.  He  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
Count}'  Auditor  in  1879,  and  has  held  an  official 
position  in  the  United  States  Treasury  Department. 
Alonzo  N.,  who  was  born  in  1838,  is  now  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Williamsport;  Emeline  was  born 
in  1840,  and  died  in  infancy;  Hannah,  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  Rinn,  is  a  resident  of  Covington; 
Luke  was  born  in  Troy  Township  in  1845,  mar- 
ried Mary  Ferguson,  and  is  a  successful  lawyer  of 
Covington. 

Reuben  S.  Nebeker  was  married  in  this  county 
in  1879  to  Miss  A.  L.  Walker,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Adaline  Walker,  her  education  having  been 
obtained  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  his  own  at 
Greencastle  College.  She  was  born  in  1862,  and 
was  one  of  three  children,  two  daughters  and  one 
son,  born  to  her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nebeker 
became  the  parents  of  one  child,  Ada  R.,  who  was 
born  in  1881,  and  is  at  the  present  time  attending 
the  common  schools  near  her  home.  When  Reu- 
ben S.  Nebeker's  father  died  in  1890,  he  left  a 
fine  estate  to  be  divided  among  his  children,  val- 
ued at  $50,000,  the  principal  part  of  which  was  in 
real  estate  and  bonds.  His  wife  was  called  from  life 
in  1870.  Reuben  S.  started  out  in  life  as  a  tiller 
of  the  soil,  and  for  many  years  was  quite  an  exten- 
sive speculator  in  stock,  and  he  and  Enos  II.  Neb- 
eker were  also  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  mules 
for  the  Government.  For  some  time  he  was  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land, 
well  stocked  with  all  necessary  animals,  but  at 
the  present  time  he  only  owns  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  his  home  farm  and  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  the  old  Nebeker  homestead, 
all  his  real  estate  being  in  an  exceptionally  fine 
state  of  cultivation.  His  farms  are  well  improved 
with  excellent  buildings  and  on  his  home  place  is  a 
fine  new  barn,  84x65  feet,  which  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $2,000,  and  is  very  conveniently  arranged 
as  to  space,  etc. 

His  farm  is  well  adapted   for  stock-raising  pur- 
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poses  and  he  is  the  owner  of  large  numbers  of 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  His  granaries  are  well 
filled  with  the  products  of  his  own  farm,  and  in 
every  respect  he  has  proven  himself  an  exception- 
ally thrifty,  progressive  and  enterprising  farmer. 
He  has  a  handsome  residence,  which  was  built  in 
1879,  and  contains  eight  rooms,  besides  a  large, 
light  and  dry  cellar.  This  pleasant  home  is  well 
supplied  with  many  conveniences;  it  cost  $2,500, 
and  near  it  is  a  spacious,  cool  and  airy  milk-house. 
His  principal  crops  are  corn,  wheat  and  hay,  but 
all  agricultural  products  receive  attention  from 
him,  and  he  has  been  very  successful  in  their  cul- 
ture. He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  of 
Covington,  as  is  also  his  wife,  and,  politically,  is  a 
Republican,  although  he  has  never  aspired  to 
official  position.  Mrs.  Nebeker's  father  enlisted 
in  the  Union  Army  in  1862,  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  Regiment,  and  for 
three  years  was  one  of  the  warmest  espousers  of 
"Uncle  Sam." 


ILES  RATCLIFF,  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Parke  County,  became  the  owner 
Ia  of  eighty  acres  of  the  farm  where  he  still 
lives  as  early  as  1840.  This  was  then  all 
a  wilderness  and  had  only  a  little  log  cabin  upon 
it  by  way  of  improvement.  As  the  years  passed, 
bringing  bountiful  harvests  in  return  for  the  care 
and  labor  bestowed  upon  the  farm,  our  subject  was 
enabled  to  extend  the  limits  of  his  farm,  until  it 
now  comprises  over  five  hundred  acres,  where  in 
connection  with  the  raising  of  general  farm  prod- 
ucts he  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock.  Man}'  official 
positions  have  been  bestowed  upon  him  by  his  fel- 
low-townsmen, who  have  always  reposed  great  con- 
fidence in  his  judgment  and  integrity.  Among 
other  positions  he  has  held  that  of  Township 
Trustee  for  many  years,  and  for  about  sixteen 
years  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  his  younger 
days  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  Parke  County  about   1845,  and  has 


practiced  some  ever  since.  This  knowledge  has 
been  of  great  benefit  to  him  along  business  lines, 
if  in  no  other  way,  and  is,  no  doubt,  in  part  re- 
sponsible for  his  success. 

Thomas  Ratcliff,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  England,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
parents  when  quite  young,  becoming  a  resident  of 
North  Carolina.  There  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
was  married.  His  parents  died  before  he  had 
reached  maturity,  and  he  was  bound  out  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  hatter,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  removal  to  Indiana.  When  he 
left  the  South  his  means  were  limited,  and  he  emi- 
grated to  Ohio,  taking  all  his  earthly  effects  in  a 
wagon.  Settling  in  Highland  County,  he  opened 
a  hat  factory,  which  he  ran  with  fair  success.  In 
1826  he  came  with  his  family  to  Indiana,  remain- 
ing for  one  year  on  a  rented  farm  in  Hendricks 
County,  after  which  he  became  a  resident  of  Foun- 
tain County,  locating  near  the  Parke  County  line, 
within  one  and  one-half  miles  of  where  our  sub- 
ject now  lives.  There  he  entered  about  two  hun- 
dred acres  from  the  Government  of  heavy  timber- 
land,  which  he  lived  to  see  quite  well  improved. 
He  accumulated  several  hundred  acres  and  gave 
each  of  his  children  a  farm.  The  first  house,  18x20 
feet  in  dimensions,  he  put  up  was  made  of  round 
logs,  but  the  more  substantial  modern  house  which 
succeeded  this  was  made  of  hewed  logs.  Though 
farming  was  his  principal  pursuit,  he  was  some- 
what of  a  horse-dealer,  buying  and  selling  quite 
extensively.  He  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  as  was  also  his  mother,  who  came, 
however,  of  a  Quaker  family.  For  several  years 
Mr.  Ratcliff  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Ohio,  and 
was  a  Whig  in  politics.  His  death  occurred  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years,  while  his  wife  survived 
him  a  few  years. 

Our  subject  is  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  nine 
children,  the  others  being  William,  John,  Hannah, 
Dorcas,  Elizabeth,  Thomas,  Margaret  and  James. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  started  out  to 
learn  the  carpenter's  and  millwright's  trades. 
Previous  to  this  he  had  obtained  what  education 
he  could  in  the  old  log  schoolhouses  of  Parke  and 
Fountain  Counties.  In  1843  he  married  Susan, 
daughter   of    Lancelot  Ewbank.     Seven  children 
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graced  their  union:  Mary  A.,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Benjamin  D.  .Sanderson;  James;  Louisa  J.,  wife 
of  James  M.  Sowers;  Jacob  W.,  Jonathan  A., 
Charles  II.,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Ratcliff 
wedded  Elmira  Angei,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
but  reared  in  Putnam  County,  Ind.  Her  parents, 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Truelove)  Angel,  were 
both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  died  when  she 
was  seven  years  of  age, -after  whicli  she  was  taken 
to  bring  up  by  her  maternal  grandmother.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ratcliff  have  three  children:  Clara,  now 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Glasscock;  Minnie,  wife  of 
Ebert  Youngblood;  and  Miles  A.,  Jr.,  who  lives  at 
home. 

In  1860  Mr.  Ratcliff  joined  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Alamo,  Montgomery 
County,  since  which  time  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  organization,  now  belonging  to  Lodge 
No.  498,  of  Marshall.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  24,  K.  P.,  of  Kingman.  For  over  fifty- 
two  years  our  subject  has  been  an  earnest  worker 
in  the  Christian  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longs. No  man  in  the  community  is  more  highly 
thought  of,  or  better  deserves  the  confidence  which 
lias  been  given  to  him  by  his  fellow-citizens. 


\TF^  I) WARD  BARNES.  Prominent  among  the 
13  stock-shippers  and  grain-dealers  of  Rosedale, 
/J1 — ^  Parke  County,  stands  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  Squire  Edward  Barnes,  who  was  born  in 
Jessup,  Parke  County,  March  7, 1853.  His  parents 
are  Cornelius  M.  and  Mary  (Adams)  Barnes,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1829, 
coming  to  Indiana  when  but  three  years  old,  with 
his  parents,  who  settled  near  Judson  on  a  farm. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  with  no  op- 
portunity for  an  education  except  what  he  could 
obtain  111  the  common  schools  during  a  few 
winks  in  the  winter  months,  when  he  had  to  walk 
two  miles  to  the  schoolhouse.  Through  constant 
perseverance   and    diligence,  he    obtained   a    very 


good  practical  education,  so  much  so  that  he  has  al- 
ways been  enabled  to  manage  his  farming,  stock 
and  grain  enterprises  in  a  businesslike  manner, 
and  has  proven  one  of  the  successful  financiers  of 
his  county. 

In  1891  he  retired  from  farm  life  and  rented  his 
estate,which  is  located  on  section  26,  range  9,  of 
township  12,  a  very  desirable  country  home.  He 
now  lives  in  Rosedale  and  conducts  a  lucrative 
agricultural  implement  depot,  where  the  farmers 
can  always  be  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  machinery 
of  the  most  modern  and  improved  kinds  at  the 
lowest  prices  and  best  terms.  Mr.  Barnes'  mother 
died  March  9,  1890.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancj',  and  one 
son,  William,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years. 
The  living  ones  are  he  of  whom  we  write,  John, 
Wayne,  Anna  (wife  of  George  Armstrong),  Fred, 
Wesley  and  Dayton. 

March  4,  1877,  Mr.  Barnes  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Adams,  who  was  one  of  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  William  and  Mary  Adams,  of  Parke 
County.  Five  of  these  children  are  living,  namely : 
Harvey  M.,  Reuben  P.,  Albert,  Sarah  and  William. 
Mrs.  Barnes  is  a  woman  of  much  culture,  domesti- 
cally inclined,  social,  and  a  kind,  indulgent  mother 
to  her  children.  Frederick,  one  of  her  children, 
died  in  infancy,  and  the  others  are:  Laura,  born 
December  4,  1880;  and  Elza,  born  June  11,  1883. 
This  good  wife  and  mother  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  takes  great  interest  in  its  work. 

Politically,  Mr.  Barnes  is  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  of  which  he  is  a  conservative  sup- 
porter. In  public  and  official  life  he  figures  con- 
spicuous^', and  while  living  on  his  farm  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace;  he  was  also  appointed 
Notary  Public  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Rosedale,  having  also 
served  one  term  in  Vigo  County.  He  is  Deputy 
Trustee  of  Florida  Township  and  School  Director 
of  the  town  of  Rosedale,  which  positions  he  tries  to 
fill  honorably  and  faithfully;  he  has  also  been  the 
assignee  in  several  cases  of  insolvency.  Fraternally, 
this  worth\' citizen  is  identified  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  the  Ancient 
Free  <fe  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Knights  of  Py- 
thias,  holding   positions   of   trust  and   executive 
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ability  in  all.  Socially,  Mr.  Barnes  is  one  of  the 
leading  lights  and  is  a  member  of  the  Owl  Club, 
whose  sacred  and  infathoraable  precincts  and  mar- 
velous doings  none  but  the  very  best  of  men  are 
permitted  to  enjoy,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Modocs. 


— * 


m>-^^<^ 


RA  MeCONNELL  is  a  man  whose  career  it  is 
interesting  to  trace  because  of  the  perseverance 
with  which,  in  spite  of  sickness  and  other  ob- 
stacles to  success,  he  worked  his  way  through  col- 
lege and  made  for  himself  a  position  in  the  world 
and  a  fortune  of  no  mean  proportions.  A  man 
with  fixed,  absolute  ideas,  he  is  resolute  in  card- 
ing out  those  ideas,  and  will  not  do  questionable 
work,  nor  adopt  questionable  methods.  He  was 
born  in  Cedarville,  Ohio,  October  28,  1842.  Ohio 
was  also  the  native  State  of  his  parents,  Robert 
and  Eliza  (Beemer)  McConnell,  who  removed  to 
Jay  County,  Ind.,  in  1848.  Mr.  McConnell,  Sr., 
was  a  farmer  and  a  carnage-maker. 

When  Ira  was  eleven  years  old,  he  returned  to 
Ohio,  his  father  remaining  in  Jay  County,  and 
went  to  work  upon  a  farm,  thus  paying  his  way 
through  school,  as  even  at  this  early  day  he  had 
set  his  heart  on  having  an  education.  He  was  in 
the  employ  of  Abner  Reed,  of  Chillicothe,  most  of 
the  time  until  1858,  when  he  came  to  near  Leba- 
non, Ind. 

At  the  first  call  for  troops  to  defend  our  coun- 
try, our  subject  enlisted  in  Col.  Rise's  companj-, 
but  was  not  mustered  in,  as  he  was  not  accepted. 
He  was  given  a  position  in  the  hospital  for  three 
months.  After  this  he  continued  on  the  farm  and 
at  home  until  1863.  November  29  of  that  year, 
he  enlisted  at  Fairview,  Randolph  County,  Ind.,  in 
Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  In- 
diana Regiment,  Gen  Hovey's  division,  attached  to 
Sherman's  army  at  Chattanooga.  With  that  com- 
pany he  followed  to  Atlanta,  taking  part  in  most  of 
the  battles  fought.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battles 
of  Dalton,  Resaca,  Burnt  Hickory,  Buzzard's  Roost, 


Marietta,  Kenesaw,  Franklin,  Columbia,  Nashville 
and  Kingston.  He  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid 
fever,  and  was  unconscious  most  of  the  time  for 
three  months.  He  was  then  sent  to  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  but  remembers  nothing  that  happened  while 
he  was  there  except  seeing  the  dead  that  were 
taken  out  each  morning,  there  sometimes  being  as 
many  as  one  hundred  of  them. 

After  being  sent'home,  our  subject  recovered  so 
as  to  be  able  to  join  his  command  at  Pulaski, 
Tenn.,  on  the  return  campaign  after  Gen.  Hood. 
He  was  there  with  his  right  in  the  Nashville 
campaign,  and  later  was  sent  across  the  mountains 
and  rejoined  Sherman's  army  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C, 
remaining  with  them  until  the  surrender  of  Lee. 
Not  being  fully  recovered,  and  not  being  able  to 
march,  he  was  left  behind,  and  soon  after  was 
placed  in  a  hospital  at  Kingston,  N.  C,  where  he 
remained  until  the  general  discharge  in  1865.  He 
was  never  forced  to  surrender,  but  was  once  in- 
jured in  the  back  while  carrying  a  wounded  com- 
rade from  the  field.  His  special  duty  was  to 
search  for  deserters  and  bring  them  back.  He  was 
Sergeant  of  the  company.  On  one  occasion,  a 
man  from  Albany  had  deserted,  and  a  squad  of 
about  eight  or  ten  men  was  sent  after  him,  but 
failed  in  their  search.  Upon  the  report  of  their 
failure  being  received,  Mr.  McConnell  asked  to 
be  sent,  and  his  officers  gave  their  permission,  ex- 
pecting him  to  call  for  a  squad;  but  he  preferred 
to  go  alone.  This  he  did,  making  his  way  to  the 
young  man's  home,  and  after  consultation  with 
him  and  his  family,  persuaded  him  to  return  to 
his  duty.  He  held  a  pass  at  will  so  long  as  he  was 
in  the  division,  and,  being  non-commissioned,  it 
was  an  important  feature.  His  captain  was  Asa 
Teal,  of  Winchester,  Ind. 

After  his  return  to  Muncie,  our  subject  became 
a  member  of  the  home  of  Maj.  E.  C.  Anthony,  as- 
sisting him  in  his  business.  He  remained  there 
one  year,  until  his  health  was  recuperated.  In  the 
fall  of  1866,  he  entered  Wabash  College,  and  with- 
out money  or  friends,  with  the  additional  disad- 
vantage of  poor  health  and  consequent  doctor's 
bills,  he  proceeded  to  carry  out  his  determination 
to  take  a  college  course,  working  as  he  could  get 
work  to  do,   whether  it   was  at  sawing  wood,  or 
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any  other  legitimate  employment.  He  had  the 
courage  which  made  him  able  to  rise  above  the 
humblest  occupation  and  lend  dignity  to  it.  The 
last  three  years  he  was  constantly  troubled  with 
hemorrhages.  He  was  in  classes  with  the  sons  of 
eminent  men,  coming  from  the  very  best  families, 
and  was  treated  with  the  greatest  respect.  He  was 
graduated  in  the  Class  of  '73,  taking  honors  in 
declamation,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
his  classmates.  He  took  the  regular  classical 
course  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  in 
1875  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  He  was  the 
last  graduate  of  Wabash  who  was  a  soldier  during 
the  war. 

Mr.  McConnell  surely  has  cause  for  no  little 
pride  and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that,  alone  and 
unaided,  he  was  able  to  achieve  so  marked  success 
in  his  educational  work,  and  this  the  more  because 
of  his  poor  health  and  consequent  decrease  of 
strength  for  so  hard  a  struggle.  It  is  characteris- 
tic of  the  man  that  he  succeeded — he  was  bound  to 
succeed — he  knew  no  such  word  as  fail.  He  has 
very  flattering  notices  from  Noah  J.  Clodfelter, 
complimenting  him  on  an  oration  delivered  be- 
fore a  veterans'  reunion  at  Winchester,  Iud.,  which 
oration  was  the  inspiration  of  his  own  beautiful 
sonnet  to  the  "Soldiers  in  Heaven."  Such  men  as 
Gen.  Wallace  have  also  given  him  their  earnest 
support  and  friendship.  His  old  captain,  Asa 
Teal,  expresses  himself  in  most  ardent  terms,  say- 
ing that  should  he  be  again  in  the  United  States 
service,  he  should  certainly  demand  service  of  Ira 
McConnell. 

Our  subject  read  law  for  one  year,  six  months 
at  Muncie  and  six  at  Crawfordsville  with  Ken- 
nedy &  Brush.  He  had  been  admitted  to  the 
Bar  at  Muncie  in  186,0,  before  entering  college. 
He  also  took  a  private  course  in  civil  and  military 
engineering  under  Gen.  Carrington,  then  an  in- 
structor at  Wabash,  and  he  soon  became  identified 
with  city  and  countr}'  engineering  and  surveying 
in  all  its  forms.  In  1874  he  was  elected  County 
Surveyor,  and  did  the  ditch  and  gravel-road  work 
in  Parke  and  Franklin  Counties,  his  work  running 
up  to  $125,000  per  year  in  expenditures.  As  en- 
gineer, lie  had  charge  of  the  expenditure  of  gravel- 
road    funds    in   two  counties.     This    line  of  work 


continued  about  ten  years,  and  included  much 
business  for  railroad  companies,  plans  and  specifi- 
cations for  county  bridge-work,  etc.  He  also  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  a  civil  engineers'  so- 
ciety. 

Since  1885,  Mr.  McConnell's  health  failing  again, 
he  has  found  it  necessary  to  have  a  change  of  oc- 
cupation, and  to  that  end  secured  a  farm  near 
Muncie,  remaining  there  about  two  years.  After 
his  return,  he  was  Receiver  of  the  Crawfordsville 
Water  Works  Company  for  two  years.  In  1874, 
after  his  return  from  Muncie,  he  was  discouraged 
on  account  of  his  health,  not  expecting  to  live, 
and  for  some  months  canvassed  for  the  Journal  for 
his  board,  writing  locals  also,  and  doing  much  to 
advance  its  interests.  He  has  considerable  money 
invested  in  dwelling-houses.  His  own  residence 
is  a  fine  one,  and  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Col- 
lege and  Grant  Streets. 

Our  subject  was  actively  engaged  as  a  Repub- 
lican in  the  campaign  of  1878,  at  which  time  a  de- 
cided fight  was  made  over  him  in  connection  with 
the  public  work  on  hand.  It  is  worthy  of  mention 
right  here,  that  some  of  his  truest  friends  are  of 
the  opposite  party,  proving  that  even  political 
struggling  in  opposition  to  the  views  of  many  of 
his  acquaintances  could  not  blind  their  eyes  to  the 
sterling  qualities  of  the  man. 

Mr.  McConnell  was  married  October  29,  1878, 
at  which  time  Miss  Hettie  D.  Powers,  daughter  of 
William  and  Priscilla  (Ganagus)  Powers,  became 
his  wife.  Her  father  was  a  former  hardware  man 
of  Massachusetts,  and  her  paternal  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Powers,  was  one  of  the  pioneers.  She 
was  born  in  this  city.  "  Their  family  consisted  of 
Fred  A.,  who  was  born  October  27,  1885;  Robert 
P.,  who  died  when  seven  months  old;  William, 
who  also  died  in  infancy;  and  Eva  J.,  who  was 
born  April  21,  1881. 

Mr.  McConnell  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  also  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows;  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic; 
the  Red  Men,  and  the  Phi  Delta  Pheta  of  his  col- 
lege. In  personal  appearance  he  is  five  feet  ten 
inches  tall,  and  of  dark  complexion.  He  is  of  a 
nervous,  progressive  temperament.  He  is  out- 
spoken, and,  when  once  reached,   is  found  to   pos- 
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sess  a  fund  of  geniality  and  manly  qualities  which 
win  him  high  regard.  His  health  is  still  poor,  so 
much  so  that  he  entertains  grave  fears  regarding 
it,  which  fears  his  friends  most  cordially  hope  and 
trust  may  prove  unfounded,  as  Crawfordsville  can- 
not afford  to  lose  so  estimable  a  citizen  for  many- 
years  to  come. 


PAVID  WEBB.  Among  the  active  enterprises 
of  a  city  like  Covington  the  business  of 
livery,  sale  and  feeding  stables  occupies, 
necessarily,  an  important  place,  contributing  as 
they  do  to  the  pleasure,  convenience  and  actual 
necessities  of  the  community.  Among  the  most 
notable  establishments  of  this  class  in  the  city  was 
that  conducted  by  David  Webb,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  most  successful  business  men  of  the 
place.  This  stable  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  city,  and  met 
with  deserved  success.  As  there  are  few  features 
of  metropolitan  enterprise  which  contribute  a 
larger  quota  to  the  convenience  of  the  residential 
and  transient  public,  it  was  considered  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  place. 

Mr.  Webb  was  a  native  of  this  county,  born  in 
Attica  July  8,  1828.  His  father,  Harmon  Webb, 
who  was  a  native  of  one  of  the  Eastern  States, 
came  to  Indiana  about  1821,  and  married  Miss 
Abigail  Putman,  a  native  of  Indianapolis.  They 
settled  in  Covington  in  1832,  and  here  the  father's 
death  occurred  in  1836.  Four  children  were  born 
to  this  union,  but  only  our  subject  now  survives. 
A  sister,  Sarah  J.,  married  Dr.  L.  D.  Rush,  and  died 
in  186L  Another  sister.  Eliza  A.,  married  George 
S.  Shanklin,  ex-County  Surveyor,  and  died  in 
1887.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Webb 
married  again  and  became  the  mother  of  one 
child.  Eleda.  After  the  death  of  her  second  hus- 
band, which  occurred  in  1839,  she  married  Robert 
Hitchfieid,  who  died  in  1869.  She  died  at 
Lebanon,  Ind.,  in  1888. 

David  Webb  was  reared   in  his  native  county, 


secured  a  fair  education,  and  on  the  23d  of 
December,  1850,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  L. 
Lawson.  He  first  engaged  in  the  livery  business 
in  1849,  and  in  1857  he  was  elected  County  Re- 
corder, holding  that  position  for  four  years.  In 
1861  he  was  elected  County  Auditor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic part}', and  in  1865  he  was  re-elected,  serving 
nine  years  in  that  capacity.  Previous  to  this,  in 
1857,  he  was  made  collector  of  toll  on  the  Wabash 
&  Erie  Canal  and  held  that  position  until  the 
canal  was  abandoned.  In  1870  he  engaged  in 
buying  and  handling  horses  and  was  engaged  very 
extensively  in  this  business  until  March,  1885, 
when  he  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland 
Register  of  Land  Office  at  Salt  Lake  City.  He  as- 
sumed the  duties  of  this  office  January  18,  1886, 
and  served  until  June  30,  1889.  Following  this 
he  engaged  in  politics  in  Salt  Lake  Citj'  and 
assisted  in  carrying  that  city  over  the  Mormons. 
He  was  given  full  charge  of  the  campaign  in  the 
city  by  the  Anti-Mormons,  and  carried  the  city  by 
a  majority  of  forty-two.  The  following  Feb- 
ruary the  entire  city  campaign  was  swept  clean, 
a  complete  organization  being  effected,  and  great 
excitement  prevailed.  Judge  Power  was  com- 
mander in  chief,  with  Mr.  Webb  as  conductor. 

On  the  loth  of  April,  1890.  our  subject  returned 
to  Covington  and  from  then  on  was  engaged  in 
the  livery  business.  He  gave  much  attention  to 
horse-racing  and  had  a  noted  reputation  as  a  hor  c- 
starter  in  races.  He  was  a  professional,  and  made 
three  trips  to  Salt  Lake  races  in  that  capacity. 
Mr.  Webb  was  connected  with  the  local  Horse 
Breeders'  Association, and  had  a  "Blue  Bull"  stall- 
ion with  a  record  of  2:36,  a  fine  producer.  Our 
subject  attended  State  and  district  conventions 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
county  and  took  a  leading  part  in  all  worthy  or 
laudable  enterprises. 

The  children  of  our  subject  are  as  follows: 
Frank  R,  of  Staunton,  Va.,  Principal  of  the  Musi- 
cal Academy  at  that  place  and  a  fine  musician. 
He  was  organist  of  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Indianap- 
olis and  is  now  organist  in  a  church  at  Staunton. 
He  is  the  leader  of  the  Stonewall  Jackson  Hind,  a 
band  noted   far  and   wide.     David  Webb,  Jr..  has 
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been  chief  clerk  in  the  land  department  of  the 
Missouri,  Kansas  iVr  Texas  Railroad,  with  his  office  at 
Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  is  now  a  banker  at  Casey,  111.; 
and  Josie,  who  is  at  home,  is  a  stenographer  and 
teacher.  Our  subject  became  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  1850,  and  held 
connection  with  them  until  his  death.  He  owned 
a  farm  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Covington.  Mrs. 
Webb  is  a  member  of  the  Presbvterian  Church. 


D^T^C 


LFRED  R.  HEATH.     The   name    of   this 
gentleman  is  a  familiar  one  to  the  people 
of  Fountain  County,  for  he  is  a  long-time 
{<§!])  and   popular  citizen  of    Troy   Township. 

He  and  his  family  are  pleasantly  situated  in  their 
comfortable  home  on  section  7,  where  they  are  sur- 
rounded b}'  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  In  the 
social  circles  of  the  community,  their  position  is 
an  enviable  one,  and  they  are  welcome  guests  in  the 
best  homes  of  the  township.  Mr.  Heath  is  a  busi- 
ness man  who,  through  his  unaided  industry  and 
perseverance,  has  attained  prosperity  and  gained  a 
place  among  the  successful  citizens  of  the  county. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Fountain  County,  Ind., 
February  7,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and 
Nelly  (Johnson)  Heath.  His  paternal  ancestors 
emigrated  from  England  to  America  some  thirty- 
five  years  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  in  which 
some  members  of  the  family  took  an  active  part, 
defending  with  valor  the  principles  of  the  col- 
onists. For  several  generations  the  family  was  rep- 
resented among  the  prominent  men  of  North  Car- 
olina, whence  at  an  early  day  a  removal  was  made 
to  Putnam  County,  Ind.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  man  of  enterprise  and  accumulated  consid- 
erable property.  In  addition  to  four  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  well-improved  land  which  he  owned 
in  Fountain  County,  he  was  also  the  owner  of  a  fine 
tract,  comprising  seven  hundred  acres,  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Iowa.  His  death  occurred  in  1817  and  his 
wife  passed  away  two  years  later.     In  his  religious 


convictions  he  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  in  which  he  officiated  as  Deacon  for 
many  years. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  somewhat  un- 
eventfully passed  in  the  county  of  his  birth.  He 
gained  a  practical  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  has  supplemented  the  knowledge  there  ac- 
quired by  close  observation  of  men  and  things,  so 
that  he  is  now  a  man  of  broad  information  on  all 
subjects  of  importance.  He  married  Mary,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Maxwell,  and  a  native 
of  Ohio,  born  in  1826.  From  the  Buckeye  State 
she  removed  to  Indiana,  where  she  was  married. 
Four  children  have  blessed  this  union,  as  follows: 
Delia,  who  was  born  in  Fountain  County  in  1848; 
Harpin  L.,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1850;  Orietta, 
wife  of  D.  T.  Morgan,  a  graduate  of  the  law  school 
at  Indianapolis  in  the  Class  of  '76,  and  the  val- 
edictorian of  his  class;  and  Evan,  who  was  born 
in  1859.  The  elder  son,  Harpin  L.,  married  Mary 
Summerbell,  an  accomplished  lady  and  a  talented 
musieian,  who  died  in  1887  and  was  buried  in 
Spring  Grove  Cemetery.  Afterward  Harpin  Heath 
was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock  with 
Nannie  White,  who  died,  leaving  one  son,  Archi- 
bald. 


<*fp*IIOMAS  EVANS,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
(u&^h,  n)0St  prominent  pioneers  of  Parke  County, 
^Vgg"  Ind.,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Ky., 
March  25,  1817.  His  father,  Nathaniel  Evans,  was 
a  native  of  Kentucky  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
four  years.  His  mother,  who  was  known  in  her 
maiden  days  as  Lucy  [ledger,  died  at  about  the 
same  age  as  did  her  husband.  In  1821,  Mr.  Evans 
came  with  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and 
two  sons,  to  Parke  County,  where  he  located  perma- 
nently. The  sons,  William  who  died  in  Parke 
County  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  he  of 
whom  we  write,  lived  on  the  farm  with  their  father 
until  they  reached  maturity.  After  locating  in 
this  county  eleven  more  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Evans,  four  dying  in  infancy.  The  rest 
reached  manhood  and  womanhood,  but  are  now  de- 
ceased with  the  exception  of  our  subject  and  his 
sister  Harriet,  Mrs.  George  Oyerpeck,  who  lives  on 
an  adjoining  farm. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject owned  over  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
the  very  best  land  in  the  county.  His  son  Thomas, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  was  never  permitted  to 
attend  school  until  after  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  eleven  years,  when  he  diligently  applied  himself 
to  his  studies  and  improved  his  time  sufficiently  to 
make  up  for  lost  opportunities.  In  1838  he  was 
married  to  EmarineDriscal,  who  was  born  to  Timo- 
thy and  Sarah  Driscal,  of  Parke  County.  By  this 
union  five  children  were  born:  Nathaniel,  the  first- 
born, who  lives  in  southern  Kansas;  Harriet,  wife 
of  Mr.  Jonathan  Branson,  who  resides  near  Carth- 
age, Mo.;  Alwilda,  wife  of  S.  Griffin,  of  Springfield, 
111.;  James  M.,  a  widower  with  one  daughter,  who 
resides  with  our  subject;  and  one  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Mrs.  Evans,  once  a  strong,  robust  woman  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  now  weighs  less  than 
one  hundred,  is  very  feeble,  almost  totally  blind 
and  helpless.  Mr.  Evans  borrowed  money  at  ten 
percent,  with  which  to  bii3' land,  but  by  constantly 
reading  the  literature  published  on  agriculture  and 
acquiring  a  fair  business  knowledge;  he  has  accum- 
ulated a  good  round  fortune,  consisting  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  of  fine  arable  land, 
through  which  run  thick  veins  of  coal.  He  has 
assisted  all  his  children  in  getting  a  start  in  life, 
and  his  son  who  now  resides  with  him  has  over 
two  hundred  acres  of  as  good  land  as  his  father, 
and  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  this  town- 
ship. Charles  Kirkman, a  grandson  of  oursubject, 
was  reared  by  him,  and  given  a  good  education. 

Mr.  Evans  has  one  of  the  finest  sandstone  build- 
ings to  be  found  in  the  State,  and  offers  for  sale  a 
portion  of  his  estate.  He  keeps  a  fine  stock  of 
hogs  especially,  and  also  a  great  number  of  other 
domestic  animals.  His  farm  is  especiall}'  adapted  to 
fruit-growing,  and  he  keeps  a  fair  variety  of  fruit 
and  realizes  a  good  profit  therefrom.  On  first  set- 
tling in  this  county,  Mr.  Evans  maintained  himself 
and  family  on  wild  game,  which  he  killed  in  great 


numbers,  hunting  being  his  favorite  sport.  At  one 
time  he  sold  wheat  for  twenty-five  cents  a  bushel. 
Politically,  he  is  a  People's  party  man,  of  which  he 
is  a  conservative  member,  and  with  his  wife  works 
faithfully  in  the  Christian  Church.  He  is  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  of  life  and  withal  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  enterprising  farmers 
of  this  township  and  county.  Their  only  market 
at  an  early  day  was  at  New  Orleans,  which  they 
reached  by  flatbont.  They  had  to  buy  their  salt  at 
Cincinnati  and  pay  for  it  $6  per  barrel. 


^ETER  B.  CRABB,  a  native  and  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Raccoon  Township,  Parke 
County,  was  born  March  26,  1845.  His 
father,  Edward  R.  Crabb,  was  a  native  of 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  born  July  21,  1858,  to 
James  and  Margaret  (Blue)  Crabb.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Miss  Liona  Williams  in  her 
maiden  days. 

James  Crabb,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ohio,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  married  Margaret  Blue.  In 
1821  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crabb  came  to  Indiana  and 
settled  on  a  farm  not  far  from  Bridgeton,  where 
they  reared  eight  children,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject being  the  eldest.  He  was  born  in  Ohio,  the 
remaining  seven  being  natives  of  this  township. 
Edward  R.,  father  of  Peter  B.,  who  was  a  child  of 
six  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  Raccoon 
Township,  was  a  hard-working  and  industrious 
farmer  all  his  life,  and  died  August  27,  1890,  leav- 
ing a  large  estate.  He  was  three  times  married, 
first,  April  7,  1835,  to  Miss  Liona  Williams,  who 
bore  him  eight  children:  Lucinda,  who  is  a  widow, 
living  in  Raccoon  Township;  Amanda,  deceased, 
wife  of  John  Webster;  Nancy,  wife  of  Daniel  Web- 
ster, of  Bridgeton,  who  is  one  of  the  wealthiest 
citizens  of  his  locality;  James  H.,  who  first  mar- 
ried Mary  J.  Lyon,  who  died  leaving  him  two 
children,  Minnie  and  John,  when  he  married  Miss 
Cara  Briggs,  who  bore  him  three   children.  Birdie, 
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Dovey  and  Ethel;  James,  a  resident  of  Vigo 
Count}',  who  served  three  years  in  the  late  war  in 
the  Eighty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  participated 
in  many  of  the  hardest  fought  battles  of  the 
war,  being  in  the  celebrated  Atlanta  Campaign; 
Peter  B.,  our  subject;  John  W.,  born  Sep- 
tember 2!>.  1847,  and  who  died  July  27,  1890;  Ed- 
ward R.,  Jr.,  a  farmer  in  Vigo  County;  and 
Margaret  L.,  deceased.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  on  the  31st  of  July,  1855,  and  the 
father  married  a  second  time,  this  union  being 
with  Amanda  Tyler,  a  widow.  They  had  one 
child,  Louisa  E.,  who  married  Reuben  Cox,  of 
Florida  Township,  and  has  become  the  mother  of 
five  children:  Leo,  Leslie,  Ovey,  and  Lawrence  and 
Florence,  twins.  After  the  decease  of  his  second 
wife,  the  father  married  Nancy  Hardin.  He  died 
August  27,  1890,  having  been  for  fifty-three  years 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  having 
lived  an  exemplary  Christian  life.  When  on  his 
deathbed,  his  son  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch  said:  "  Father,  if  I  could  do  anything  for 
you  I  would  gladly  do  it."  The  answer  came: 
"Your  arm  is  too  short,  my  son;  the  Lord  will 
take  care  of  me,"  and  with  these  words  he  died, 
fully  believing  what  he  had  said.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  but 
from  that  time  to  the  day  of  his  death  he  was  the 
most  radical  Republican.  His  last  wife  survived 
him  two  years,  and  died  August  22,  1892. 

Our  subject  received  the  ordinary  common- 
school  education  of  the  time  in  which  he  was 
growing  up,  remaining  with  his  father  on  the  farm 
until  after  he  was  of  age.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War  he  promptly  tendered  his  services, 
so  anxious  was  he  to  do  something  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  flag  of  his  country,  but  he  was  rejected 
on  account  of  his  youth.  Subsequently  lie  offered 
his  services  again,  and  was  accepted  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  his 
honorary  certificate  of  service  being  dated  at 
Washington,  December  15,  1864.  He  was  not  in 
any  battles,  but  was  kept  on  guard  duty  during 
his  entire  term  of  enlistment.  About  five  years 
after  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  married  to  Hester 
Ann  Kalley,  who  bore  him  four  children:  Nora 
( tertrude;  Charlie,  deceased;  Malinda,  who  is  being 


educated;  and  Edward  R.,  deceased.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  this  county,  and  in  1885,  Jan- 
uary 6,  Mr.  Crabb  married  for  his  second  wife  Lucy 
J.  Lankford,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Lankford,  who 
is  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Parke  Count}'.  Our 
subject  has  been  a  life-long  Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  grown  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  both  his  grandfather  and  father 
have  been  members.  He  is  also  one  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  church,  a  consistent  Christian,  and  an  up- 
right, honest,  temperance  man,  who  is  a  benefit  to 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.  His  wife  is  also 
a  worker  in  the  same  church. 


EORGE  DENEHIE,  the  assistant  agent  at 
Rosedale,  Parke  County,  on  the  Vandalia 
^^4)  Railway,  is  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy. Mr.  Denehie,  who  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and 
Mary  (Markle)  Denehie  was  born  October  5,  1855, 
in  Roseville.  The  father  was  a  retired  merchant, 
but  a  very  prominent  politician  and  a  man  of  pub- 
lic trust,  having  been  honored  with  the  official 
positions  of  Township  Clerk,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Township  Trustee  for  man}'  years,  and  he  also 
served  as  Postmaster  of  Roseville.  During  the 
late  Civil  War,  he  enrolled  as  clerk  and  had  the 
management  of  the  drafting  of  troops.  In  1865, 
he  moved  his  family  to  Rosedale  and  opened  up  a 
general  merchandise  establishment,  which  he  main- 
tained successfully  several  years.  At  this  period  he 
disposed  of  his  mercantile  pursuits  and  retired  from 
all  public  business,  with  the  exception  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  which  office  he  held  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  January  4,  1879.  He  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  but  reared  and  educated  in  New  York  State. 
His  father  was  of  Irish  descent  but  was  brought  to 
America  when  a  mere  child  and  apprenticed  to  a 
shoemaker.  In  the  course  of  time  his  father  de- 
serted him  and  went  to  an  unknown  country,  and 
has  never  been  heard  of  since.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Miss  Mary  Markle,  a  daughter  of   Maj. 
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Markle,  who  was  a  veteran  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
a  French-Canadian  by  birth.  His  grandmother 
was  a  Hickox,  a  descendant  of  the  celebrated 
Mitchell  family  of  New  York.  She  died  at  the 
venerable  age  of  nearly  one  hundred  years  in  1890. 
When  a  little  girl  she  came  to  Indiana  and  always 
took  great  pride  in  relating  anecdotes  of  early  life 
and  of  the  hostilities  they  suffered  from  the  In- 
dians, who  were  camped  along  the  frontier. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  children.  The  other 
living  child  is  Lula,  now  Mrs.  Hanger.  Mr.  Den- 
ehie  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
county  and  has  alwaj'S  been  well  emploj'ed,  engag- 
ing chiefly  in  the  sale  of  farming  implements,  and 
buying  and  selling  grain  and  coal. 


ii^yggg.'GS 


tfil  felLLIAM  A.  RICE,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
\rJ/l  Montgomery  County,  owns  and  occupies 
\y$fl  a  valuable  and  well-equipped  farm  on 
section  29,  Union  Township.  lie  was  born  in 
Fayette  County,  Ky.,  December  29,  1838,  and  is  a 
son  of  Abraham  Rice,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
that  State,  born  in  one  of  its  pioneer  homes  May 
10,  1796.  His  parents,  Michael  and  Catherine 
(Balsam)  Rice,  were  from  Maryland,  and  were  of 
German  antecedents.  Michael  Rice  was  a  minister 
in  the  Dunkard  Church  in  early  life,  and  subse- 
quently became  a  preacher  in  the  Christian  Church. 
He  had  a  family  of  seventeen  children. 

Abraham  Rice  was  next  to  the  eldest  of  his  fa- 
ther's children.  He  grew  to  manhood  m  Jessa- 
mine County,  Ky.,  and  was  married  in  Fayette 
County,  the  same  State,  to  Miss  Margaret  Lydick, 
who  was  born  November  18,  1800,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Adam  Lydick,  who  was  a  prominent 
and  wealthy  farmer  of  that  county.  Mr.  Rice 
lived  in  Harrisburgh  for  two  years  after  his  mar- 
riage, working  at  his  trade  as  a  brickmason.  He 
returned  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Fayette  County, 
where  he  settled  on  an  estate  that  he  had  inherited 
from  his  father.  He  engaged  extensively  in  rais- 
ing horses,  which  he  took  to  Philadelphia  to  sell. 
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After  that  he  went  into  the  business  of  making 
brick  and  building  houses  on  his  own  responsibil- 
ity. In  1851  he  left  Fayette  County  to  take  up 
his  abode  in  this  State,  and  located  on  the  place 
where  our  subject  now  lives.  He  bought  four 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  in  the  comfortable 
home  that  he  built  up  here  he  and  his  wife  lived 
until  they  closed  their  eyes  in  death — he  dying 
first,  his  demise  occurring  October  17,  1873,  and 
hers  a  year  later,  October  29,  1874.  They  were 
people  of  sound  Christian  principles,  and  were 
among  the  prominent  members  of  the  Disciples 
Church,  as  were  all  of  their  family,  and  he  was 
Deacon  of  the  church  during  his  many  years'  resi- 
dence in  Kentucky.  Political^7,  he  was  a  Whig 
until  the  dissolution  of  the  party,  and  then  be- 
came a  Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  of  whom  all  grew  to  matur- 
ity, and  four  are  still  living:  Martin,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  brick  business  at  Crawfordsville; 
Anna  Eliza,  wife  of  William  R.  Pa}7ne,  of  Union 
Township;  Martha  M.,  wife  of  George  B.  Faust,  of 
Crawfordsville;  and  our  subject.  Those  that  died 
are  Levi,  who  was  an  artist  and  an  architect,  and 
whose  death  occurred  in  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one;  Elizabeth  B.,  who  married 
James  S.  Fisher,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years; 
and  Maria,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  thirteen 
years  old  when  the  family  came  to  this  county. 
He  had  previously  been  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  county.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  his  death,  and  inherited  the  estate  with  his 
sister  Maria.  After  her  death  he  inherited  a  part 
of  her  share,  and  bought  out  the  remainder  of  the 
other  heirs.  He  now  has  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  his  farm,  all  of  whieh  is  cultivated 
and  is  highly  productive.  A  well-ordered  set  of 
buildings  adorn  the  place,  and  thrift  and  good 
management  are  apparent  on  every  hand.  Our 
subject  does  a  lucrative  business  as  a  general  far- 
mer, raising  sheep  of  standard  breeds  and  other 
fine  stock. 

Mr.  Rice  was  married  October  31,  1867,  to  Miss 
Martha  E.  Hipes,  a  daughter  of  Adam  Hipes,  who 
was  at  that  time  a  resident  of  this  county.  Mrs. 
Rice    is    a   native  of  this  county,  and  was  born 


672 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


March  9,  1850.  Her  father  was  a  Virginian  by 
birth,  lie  married  Martha  E.  Dice,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Virginia,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
David  Dice.  Mr.  Hi  pes  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  county,  and  one  of  its  pioneer  teach- 
ers. He  had  three  children:  James,  who  was  born 
in  1848,  became  a  practicing  physician  in  early 
manhood,  and  died  in  1876;  Mrs.  Rice;  and  Mary, 
who  married  William  Everson,  a  farmer  of  Union 
Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  have  been  blessed  with  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  living: 
Charles,  who  was  born  August  31,  1872,  and  is 
a  drummer  in  the  mill  and  oil  business;  Henry, 
who  was  born  July  18,  1874,  and  assists  his  fa- 
ther on  the  farm;  Edgar,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 25,  1876,  and  is  at  home  with  his  parents; 
John  W.,  who  was  born  July  12,  1881;  and  Clay 
M.,  who  was  born  April  5,  1886.  James  M.,  who 
was  born  August  9,  1868,  died  February  22,  1869; 
and  Minnie  Ellen,  who  was  born  June  10,  1880, 
died  August  13,  1880. 

Our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife  are  members 
in  high  standing  of  the  Disciples  Chinch,  and  by 
their  neighborly  kindness,  charitableness  and  up- 
right walk  show  themselves  to  be  consistent  in 
their  religion.  Mr.  Rice  is  a  true  Republican, 
who  is  active  in  local  politics,  and  is  a  strong  party 
man,  always  working  hard  for  the  success  of  his 
party  in  every  campaign. 


/^OEORGE  MOORE  is  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
(|[  ,_-,  ers  of  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Parke  Count}', 
^^Jj  and  is  probably  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
of  this  region  now  living.  Since  1831,  or  when 
he  was  a  lad  of  seven  years,  his  history  has  been 
identified  with  that  of  the  county.  In  1847  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  is  now 
comprised  within  the  limits  of  his  present  farm, 
and  which  has  since  been  doubled  in  extent.  This 
place  he  cleared  nearly  all  by  himself,  and  he  has 
been  a   very   industrious  man  and  hard   worker. 


On  the  place  may  be  found  a  pleasant  and  com- 
modious residence,  barns  and  other  outbuildings, 
which  are  kept  up  in  a  neat  and  thrifty  manner, 
befitting  the  times. 

The  birth  of  George  Moore  took  place  Oct- 
ober 24,  1824,  in  Wabash  Township,  which  is  now 
comprised  within  the  limits  of  Parke  County,  it 
being  in  the  southern  part.  Our  subject  is  a  son 
of  James  and  Sally  (Heise)  Moore,  the  former 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1786,  and  the  latter  in 
Ohio.  James  Moore  was  reared  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads  and  adopted  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  his  life  work.  He  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  attaining  his  majority,  and  with  them 
emigrated  to  Ohio  from  the  Keystone  State.  He 
married  the  daughter  of  George  Heise,  a  pioneer 
of  Ohio,  and  soon  after  brought  his  wife  to  Parke 
County,  where  lie  had  previously  entered  land.  At 
the  end  of  a  few  years  he  left  that  place,  and,  go- 
ing to  Montgomery  County,  bought  a  small  farm 
near  Waveland.  He  was  quite  successful  as  a 
farmer,  though  extremely  conservative.  He  brought 
up  his  six  children  to  be  useful  and  intelligent 
citizens.  Of  the  number  our  subject  is  the  eldest 
in  order  of  birth,  the  others  being  as  follows: 
Squire;  Julia  A.,  wife  of  William  Hogett;  Margaret 
J.,  wife  of  Washington  Yoakley;  Samuel;  and  Me- 
lissa, now  Mrs.  Emanuel  Lighter.  The  father  was 
a  supporter  of  the  Whig  party,  and  in  the  War  of 
1812  fought  with  Harrison  and  Scott.  He  de- 
parted this  life  October  5,  1875.  His  wife  had 
died  man}'  years  previous,  on  September  11,  1849. 

The  youth  of  George  Moore  was  passed  in  assist- 
ing his  father  on  his  farm,  and  on  reaching  an  age 
when  he  wished  to  be  independent,  he  began 
working  by  the  month  for  neighboring  farmers,  re- 
ceiving small  wages.  Thus  he  continued  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  then  commenced  learning  the  car- 
penter's trade,  working  for  about  three  years  with 
the  man  who  was  his  teacher  in  that  line  of  busi- 
ness. His  next  move  was  to  go  into  partnership 
with  a  brother,  and  together  they  built  some  of  the 
best  houses  and  barns  to  be  found  in  the  northern 
part  of  Parke  County. 

It  was  on  the  25th  of  August,  1857,  that  a  mar- 
riage ceremony  was  performed  which  united  the 
fortunes  of  our  subject  and  Sarah  C,  daughter  of 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


673 


Isaac  Pickard.  They  have  three  living  children, 
who  are  as  follows:  William  A.;  James  M.,  whose 
wife  was  formerly  Miss  Minnie  Phipps;  and  Sarah, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Miles  Ratcliff,  a  sketch  of 
whom  may  be  found  in  another  portion  of  this 
work.  In  early  life  Mr.  Moore  was  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Harrisburg 
Lodge  No.  314.  He  deposits  his  ballot  in  favor 
of  the  measures  and  men  advocated  by  the  Repub- 
lican party.  For  a  man  of  his  age  lie  is  exceed- 
ingly active  and  vigorous,  bidding  fair  to  live 
many  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
years  of  toil.  He  possesses  the  friendship  and 
high  regard  of  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  mak- 
ing his  acquaintance. 


•    •    ^_ 


^^ 


(fp^iHOMAS  J.  DURMAN,  a  dealer  in  general 
,/«j5sSn  merchandise  at  Kingman,  having  the  largest 
vV^£g^  and  best-appointed  store  of  the  kind  in  the 
village,  bears  a  high  reputation  throughout  Foun- 
tain Count}'  as  an  honorable,  straightforward  bus- 
iness man.  He  is  a  native  of  Fayette  Count}',  this 
State,  born  September  17,  1840.  His  father  was 
Harvey  Durraan,  and  was  born  in  Virginia  in 
1817.  He  in  turn  was  a  son  of  William  Durman, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of   1812. 

William  Durman  was  born  May  3,  1783.  He 
married  Eunice  Reed,  who  was  born  September  26, 
1788.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  Reed,  who 
was  also  a  Virginian,  and  became  a  very  early  set- 
tler of  Delaware  County,  this  State,  and  one  of  its 
prominent  farmers.  He  had  a  very  large  family 
of  children. 

Harvey  Durman  lived  in  his  native  Virginia  un- 
til he  was  seventeen  years  old,  when  he  came  to 
Indiana,  and  for  a  time  resided  by  the  White  Wa- 
ter River,  near  Connersville,  Fayette  County.  He 
there  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he 
followed  for  twenty-five  years,  principally  in  Mis- 
souri and  Illinois.  He  spent  his  last  days  at  Har- 
veysburg.  in  this  State.  He  was  a  man  of  strict 
moral    character,  who  took   a  great  interest  in  re- 


ligious work  as  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.     Politically,  he  was  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Durman  was  married  in  4his  State,  at  Cam- 
bridge, in  Wayne  County,  in  1839,  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Moore,  who  survives  him  at  a  venerable  age. 
Her  father,  Samuel  Moore,  was  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Parke  County,  and  one  of  its  first  settlers,  hav- 
ing located  there  as  early  as  1822.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  had  six  children  beside  himself: 
Martha,  wife  of  Wesley  Lindley,  of  Mill  Creek 
Township;  Samuel,  who  is  clerk  in  his  brother's 
store;  Deborah  O,  deceased;  James, deceased;  Jonas, 
deceased;  and  B.  F.,  a  farmer  in  Mill  Creek  Town- 
ship. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Hancock,  111.,  and  Linn  County,  Mo. 
He  was  just  entering  manhood  when  the  war  broke 
out,  and  with  true  patriotic  ardor  he  entered  the 
service  of  his  country  in  July,  1861,  in  eager  re- 
sponse to  President  Lincoln's  call  for  three  hun- 
dred thousand  volunteers.  He  was  enrolled  in 
Company  H,  Twenty-first  Indiana  Infantry,  and  in 
the  three  terrible  years  of  fighting,  hardship  and 
sacrifice  that  followed  he  stood  steadfastly  by  his 
colors,  and  proved  the  worth  of  his  soldiership  on 
many  a  hard-fought  battlefield.  He  was  in  sev- 
eral important  engagements,  including  the  battles 
of  Baton  Rouge,  Port  Hudson,  Doualdsonville  and 
Sabine  Pass,  also  serving  on  the  gunboat  on  Teche 
Bayou,  and  taking  part  in  innumerable  skirmishes 
with  the  rebels.  After  three  years'  service  in  the 
army  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment. 

Returning  to  Indiana  after  his  experience  as  a 
soldier  in  the  South,  Mr.  Durman  first  engaged  in 
selling  goods  for  Campbell  &  Harter,  of  Craw- 
f  ordsville,  at  Russell's  Mills,  Parke  County,  and  was 
at  that  point  two  years.  He  was  then  sent  to 
Harveysburg  by  that  firm  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
remained  with  them  until  1878,  when  he  bought  a 
part  of  their  stock,  to  which  he  added  other  mer- 
chandise, and  commenced  business  for  himself  in 
that  town.  In  1887  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
there,  and,  coming  to  Kingman,  he  built  a  large 
store,  24x90  feet,  which  is  well  arranged,  and  in  it 
he  carries  about  815,000  worth  of  general  mer- 
chandise of  all  kinds,  except  hardware,  and  has  a 
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large  and  steadily  growing  trade,  the  sales  amount- 
ing to  as  much  as  $20,000  a  year.  He  employs 
two  clerks,  his  brother  Samuel  and  his  son  Paxton, 
and  the  establishment  is  well  conducted,  business 
being  done  on  a  sound  basis. 

Our  subject  was  married  May  21,  1867,  to  Miss 
Melinda  P.,  daughter  of  Israel  Thompson,  one  of 
the  well-known  farmers  of  Parke  County,  where 
he  settled  as  early  as  1834.  Mrs.  Durman  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  Friends'  School  at  Bloomingdale,  her 
parents  being  Quakers.  She  Gas  departed  from 
their  faith  and  is  a  member  in  high  standing  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Durman  has  been  hallowed  to  them  by 
the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Capitola,  de- 
ceased; Ada;  Paxton  C;  Herbert  Byron  and  Lena, 
who  are  attending  school. 

Our  subject's  war  record  is  commemorated  by 
his  connection  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  lodge  at  Kingman,  and  he  has  held  the 
office  of  Chancellor-Commander.  Politically,  he  is 
allied  with  the  Republicans,  and  in  his  citizenship 
he  is  public  spirited,  and  has  never  yet  failed  to  do 
his  duty  as  a  loyal,  free-horn  American. 


-*- ^T~ 


ffiOHN  M.  STEPHENSON,  a  representative 
business  man  and  old  resident  of  Linden, 
^.  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and  a  Trustee 
v^Zf)  of  Madison  Township  for  the  past  four 
years,  has  for  over  half  a  century  been  identified 
with  the  growth  and  local  history  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  In  1889  he  established  a  saw 
and  tile  mill,  and,  finding  the  venture  profitable, 
still  continues  in  the  business.  Our  subject  is  a 
native-born  American  citizen,  as  was  his  father 
and  his  father's  father  before  him,  but  his  pater- 
nal great-grandfather,  Hughey  Stephenson,  was  a 
Scotchman,  born  and  bred  upon  his  native  heath. 
In  the  early  days  of  emigration  from  the  Old 
Country,  when  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  meant 
weeks  of  tossing  about  upon  its  storm}-  waves,  the 


then  young  and  ambitious  Scotch  laddie  jour- 
neyed to  the  United  States,  which  had  about  that 
time  established  a  national  government  and  de- 
clared its  freedom  from  the  rule  of  Britain.  The 
majority  of  the  emigrants  of  those  days  were  of 
the  energetic  and  enterprising  middle  class,  who, 
like  Hughey  Stephenson,  had  descended  from  in- 
telligent ancestry,  and  sought  to  improve  their 
fortunes  in  a  free  and  prosperous  country. 

Among  these  people  the  ancestor  of  our  sub- 
ject found  congenial  friends  and  entered  into 
matrimon}',  rearing  a  large  famil}'  of  industrious 
and  useful  citizens.  One  of  his  sons,  John,  served 
bravely  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  afterward  lo- 
cated in  Ohio,  when  that  State  was  almost  a  wil- 
derness; a  few  straggling  settlements  here  and 
there  comprised  the  bulk  of  the  population,  and 
many  were  the  privations  and  dangers  encoun- 
tered by  the  pioneers.  Amid  the  rugged  scenes 
of  those  early  days  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
reared  ten  children.  His  second  child,  Jeremiah, 
remained  in  his  native  State  until  he  had  readied 
mature  years;  then,  having  married  a  Miss  Phoebe 
Cook,  came  with  his  wife  to  Madison  County, 
Ind.,  in  1837. 

For  a  full  score  of  years  the  grandparents  made 
their  home  in  their  first  location,  and  there  a  fam- 
ily of  five  bright  children  grew  up  about  them, 
viz.:  Nancy;  John, our  subject;  Sarah,  Rebecca  and 
William.  Of  these  children,  all  but  Nancy  still  sur- 
vive. John  M.  arrived  at  manhood  in  Madison 
County,  but  came  with  his  parents  to  Montgom- 
ery Count}7  in  1857.  The  family  settled  in  Coal 
Creek  Township,  where  the  mother  died;  the  fa- 
ther survived  her,  and  was  making  his  home  in 
Linden  when  he,  too,  passed  away. 

Our  subject  received  an  enducation  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  then  applied  himself  industri- 
ously to  a  daily  round  of  work.  Having  made  a 
good  beginning  in  life,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Amanda  Dewey,  daughter  of  Washing- 
ton and  Elizabeth  (Gammon)  Dewey,  in  1860. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Stephenson  was  born  near 
Whitewater,  Ind.  Her  paternal  grandfather  was 
a  native  of  Maryland,  and  his  father  was  bora 
and  reared  in  England. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson  are  the  parents  of  ten 
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children,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz.: 
Edward;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Brent  White;  George, 
Fred,  William,  Blanche,  Maud,  John,  C.  Everett 
and  Paul.  Some  of  these  young  people  have  gone 
into  homes  of  their  own,  but  the  majority  still  re- 
main on  the  homestead  of  their  parents,  who  are 
desirous  mainly  of  training  them  well  for  the  bat- 
tle of  life,  and  so  fitting  them  for  daily  cares  and 
anxieties,  which  come  alike  to  all,  both  rich  and 
poor. 

Our  subject  and  his  family  occupy  a  high 
position  in  the  regard  of  the  community  in 
which  they  dwell.  They  are  among  the  valued 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  are  fore- 
most in  the  benevolent  work  of  that  religious  or- 
ganization. Mr.  Stephenson  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  politically  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party.  As  Trustee  of  Madison 
Township  he  has  given  satisfaction,  and  in  his 
work  received  the  approval  of  old  friends  and 
neighbors. 


S?  AMES  E.  MORRIS  stands  among  the  fore- 
most farmers  of  Reserve  Township,  Parke 
County.  He  was  born  to  William  and 
Percy  (Edmondson)  Morris  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  C,  June  30,  1821.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  large  slave-owner  in  the  Car- 
olinas,  and,  thinking  to  try  the  Northern  States, 
he  started  for  Indiana,  but  died  before  reaching 
this  State.  His  wife  resumed  the  journey  with 
her  family,  being  nine  weeks  on  the  way,  and  set- 
tled on  eighty  acres  on  section  34,  Reserve  Town- 
ship, where  she  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years,  after  rearing  her  family  of  six  children,  viz.: 
Mary,  Zachariah,  Thomas,  Exum,  Celia  and  Pe- 
ninah,  all  of  whom  died  in  Indiana. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was,  like  his  son,  a 
native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  C.  In  the  winter 
of  1827  he  came  to  this  county,  where  he  imme- 
diately purchased  eighty  acres  of  timberland, 
which  he  set  about  clearing  and  improving.    Later 


he  located  on  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Penn  Township,  which  at  his  death  in  1850  was 
considered  one  of  the  best-improved  farms  in  the 
county.  In  politics  he  supported  the  Whig  party, 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  His  good  wife  survived  him  three  j'ears, 
when  she,  too,  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  leav- 
ing thirteen  children:  Jeremiah,  Peggy  R.,  Polly 
J.,  Betsey,  James,  William  C,  Zachariah,  Wright 
E.,  Thomas,  Mary,  Mordecai,  Percy  and  Robert. 
The  deceased  are  Peggy  R.,  Jeremiah,  Betsey, 
Wright  E.,  Thomas  and  Robert.  The  mother  of 
this  family  was  a  daughter  of  James  Edmondson, 
who  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  where  she  died. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
receiving  a  district-school  education  in  the  primi- 
tive log  cabin  schoolhouse,  with  greased  paper  for 
windows.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began 
working  for  himself  on  the  farm,  getting  $9  per 
month  for  his  labors,  which  was  considered  a  good 
price  at  that  day.  Here  he  worked  one  season, 
when  he  began  for  himself  as  a  farmer.  In  1845 
he  went  to  Henry  County,  Iowa,  where  his  father 
had  previously  bought  eighty  acres,  and  to  which 
he  subsequently  added  twenty-five  acres  more. 
Here  he  and  his  wife  lived  happily  together  for 
three  years,  when  Death  claimed  his  helpmate, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Indiana  and  located 
on  eighty  acres  of  his  father's  homestead.  After 
three  or  four  changes  he  located  permanently  on 
the  site  of  his  present  home,  and  by  dint  of  econ- 
omy and  industry  lie  lias  accumulated  property  to 
the  amount  of  three  hundred  acres,  included  in  two 
farms.  Besides  this  he  has  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  on  section  34,  and  has  given  his  children 
about  $4,000.  During  the  late  war  he  speculated 
very  extensively  in  land, and  in  this  enterprise  was 
very  successful  financially.  In  former  days  he  be- 
longed to  the  Whig  party,  but  on  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  believed  its  platform  to 
be  one  under  which  the  nation  would  prosper,  and 
has  since  that  time  been  one  of  its  stanch  sup- 
porters. 

Mr.  Morris  has  been  four  times  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  James  and 
Barbara  Bennett,  of  Vigo  County,  Ind.  To  this 
young  couple   two   children    were   born,  both   of 
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whom  died  in  infancy.  The  wife  died  in  Salem, 
Iowa.  His  second  wife  was  Rachael,  the  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Lydia  Smith,  and  she  bore  her  hus- 
band six  children,  of  whom  all  are  living  but  one: 
Lydia,  Nathan,  Owen,  Rufus  and  Elizabeth.  The 
devoted  wife  and  mother  died  soon  after  the  war. 
Mr.  Morris  was  then  married  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Davis,  of  Parke  County,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Jane  (Hocket)  Davis.  She  became 
the  mother  of  five  children:  Rachael,  Mary,  Mar- 
tin, and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  home  of  our  subject  is  now  graciously  pre- 
sided over  by  his  amiable  wife,  known  in  her 
maiden  days  as  Miss  Indiana  Rubbottan.  Our 
subject  is  a  man  of  genial  nature,  who  easily  wins 
friends,  and  throughout  the  community  is  widely 
and  favorably  known. 


LBERT  CORN,  residing  on  section  30,  Wal- 
/Uli  nut  Township,  has  aided  in  the  develop- 
ment of  Montgomery  County  by  reclaim- 
ing a  valuable  farm  from  the  forests  that 
once  prevailed  in  this  region.  He  is  a  son  of  Will- 
iams Corn,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
the  county.  The  father  was  born  in  Henry  County, 
Ky.,  February  16,  1800,  and  he  in  turn  was  a  son 
of  George  Corn,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  had  come  to  this  country  when  a  young  man, 
in  season  to  take  part  in  the  Revolution,  and  his 
adopted  country  found  in  him  a  good  soldier.  He 
served  faithfully  throughout  the  war,  and  then 
spent  a  number  of  years  fighting  the  Indians  on 
the  frontier,  being  actively  engaged  in  nine  cam- 
paigns. He  finally  retired  to  private  life,  locating 
in  the  wilds  of  Henry  County,  Ky.,  where  he  met 
and  married  Jane  Williams.  The}'  made  their 
home  there  until  they  rested  from  their  labors  in 
the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking,  his  death  occurring 
first,  and  hers  shortly  after.  They  reared  a  family 
of  seven  children:  John,  Sam,  Singleton,  Miles, 
Williams,  Margaret  and  Mary  Ann. 

Williams  Corn  was  married  in  his  native  county 


in  1821  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Allen.  The 
first  few  years  of  their  wedded  life  were  passed  in 
Henry  County,  and  then  they  departed  from  their 
old  home  to  dwell  in  the  wilds  of  Indiana.  They 
penetrated  as  far  north  as  Parke  County,  where 
they  remained  a  year.  In  the  fall  of  1829  they 
came  to  Montgomery  Count}',  and  Mr.  Corn  en- 
tered eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  Government 
in  Scott  Township.  He  cleared  a  part  of  it,  then 
sold  it,  and  March  10,  1832,  removed  to  Clark 
Township,  where  he  had  entered  eighty  acres  of 
land  and  bought  another  tract  of  like  size.  He 
settled  on  that  land,  cleared  away  the  timber, 
fenced  it  into  convenient  fields,  and  built  a  com- 
fortable house,  in  which  he  died  in  1859,  the 
county  thus  losing  one  of  its  most  useful  and  re- 
spected pioneers.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1874,  when  she,  too,  passed  away  at  an  advanced 
age.  She  was  a  firm  Christian  and  a  member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Corn  was  a 
Whig  in  politics  until  that  party's  dissolution, 
and  he  then  turned  to  the  Democratic  party.  He 
was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  eight 
grew  to  maturity,  and  four  of  them  are  still  liv- 
ing. Those  who  died  after  they  were  grown  up 
were  Rhoda  Jane  Foxworthy,  Elizabeth  E.  Reden- 
bough,  Nancy  A.  Miller,  and  Stephen  A.,  who  died 
when  a  young  man.  The  surviving  children  are: 
Albeit;  George,  who  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Mrs.  Sarah  Eliza  Redenbough,  who  resides  at 
Crawfordsville;  and  Margaret,  a  widow,  who  re- 
sides in  Walnut  Township. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Ky..  but 
was  reared  mostly  in  this  State,  as  he  was  but  three 
years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Indiana,  and 
but  seven  summers  had  passed  over  his  head  when 
the}'  settled  in  Clark  Township,  where  he  grew  to 
stalwart  manhood  under  wholesome  pioneer  influ- 
ences. He  continued  to  live  with  his  parents  for 
two  years  after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  No- 
vember 23,  1848,  when  Rachel,  daughter  of  Asa 
Randall,  of  Clark  Township,  became  his  wife.  Her 
father  was  a  prominent  pioneer  farmer  of  that 
township.  In  November,  1850,  Mr.  Corn  bought 
eighty  acres  of  forest  land  on  section  30,  Walnut 
Township,  and  he  and  his  wife  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  a  little   log   cabin    which    he    built,    and 
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which  is  still  standing,  a  relic  of  the  days  when 
they  were  young  together,  and  were  working  with 
cheerful  resolution  to  overcome  every  obstacle  in 
the  upbuilding  of  a  home  and  a  competency.  Mr. 
Corn  labored  with  untiring  zeal  to  clear  his  land 
and  to  get  it  into  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and 
added  to  it  by  further  purchase,  so  that  he  now 
has  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  land, 
all  in  a  fine  condition,  and  supplied  with  all  the 
necessary  improvements.  In  the  summer  of  1869 
he  replaced  his  humble  cabin  home  by  a  neat 
frame  residence,  and  has  other  substantial  build- 
ings. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corn  have  had  ten  children,  of 
whom  eight  are  still  living.  Joseph  died  when  a 
young  man,  and  Jonas  Albert  was  drowned  when  a 
little  boy.  The  children  living  are:  Margaret,  wife 
of  John  Norwood,  a  farmer  of  Madison  County, 
Tenn;  Nancy,  wife  of  Abner  Fields,  a  store-keeper 
and  Postmaster  in  Putnam  County;  Mary,  wife  of 
Yaladian  Martin,  an  engineer;  Eliza,  wife  of  James 
Wright,  a  fanner  of  Union  Township;  Rachel, 
wife  of  Charles  Berry,  who  is  emplo_yed  in  the 
spoke  faetoiy;  Asa,  who  is  represented  in  this 
volume;  and  George,  who  married  Mary  Jimison, 
and  resides  on  the  home  place. 

Our  subject  is  prominent  in  religious  matters  as 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  holds  the 
office  of  Elder  in  that  church.  His  wife  also  be- 
longs to  the  church,  and  has  been  a  member  for 
thirt3r  years.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  55, 
K.  P.,  at  Mace.     In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


6 


^^EORGE  WEGLE,  who  resides  on  section  4, 
Logan  Township,  is  a  farmer  who  has  dis- 
played marked  thrift  and  enterprise  in  the 
development  of  his  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and 
he  is  an  admirable  type  of  the  German  element 
that  has  done  so  much  to  extend  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Fountaiu  County.  He  was  born  in 
Germany,  in  the  town  of  Pferffenhofen,  December 


8,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Anthony  and  Mary  Wegle, 
who  were  life-long  residents  of  the  German  Fa- 
therland. 

In  the  prime  and  vigor  of  early  manhood,  our 
subject  left  his  early  home,  with  its  pleasant  asso- 
ciations and  the  friends  among  whom  he  had 
grown  up,  to  cross  the  waters  that  he  might  avail 
himself  of  the  many  advantages  offered  by  this 
broad  land  to  young  men  of  energy  and  industry. 
From  New  York,  where  he  had  landed,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  worked  first 
as  a  gardener,  and  then  secured  employment  in  a 
pork-packing  house.  He  subsequently  made  sev- 
eral trips  on  a  steamboat  to  New  Orleans,  and  one 
winter  he  spent  in  Louisiana  in  chopping  wood. 
After  that  he  worked  one  summer  at  farming  near 
Louisville,  and  his  next  move  was  to  Missouri, 
where  he  remained  fourteen  months.  Coming 
thence  to  Fountain  Count}',  he  rented  a  farm  of 
Robert  Milford  for  about  eight  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  came  into  possession  of  his  present 
farm,  which  was  then  in  all  its  natural  wildness. 
He  has  worked  with  a  persistency  and  well-di- 
rected energy  that  have  brought  their  due  reward, 
and  to-day  his  land  is  in  a  fine  condition.  Eighty- 
four  acres  of  it  lie  in  Logan  Township,  and  ninety- 
four  and  one-half  acres  are  in  Davis  Township. 
Mr.  Wegle  has  cleared  it,  has  put  up  good  fences, 
built  barns  and  other  necessary  buildings,  and  has 
put  in  six  hundred  rods  of  tile,  he  being  one  of 
the  first  to  adopt  this  method  of  drainage  in  this 
neighborhood. 

Our  subject  is  blessed  with  a  most  estimable 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1859.  Mrs. 
Wegle  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Teressa  Omes- 
meyer,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Francis  and  Made- 
line Omesme3'er,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany.  Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
brought  them  the  following  children:  John  N., 
who  married  Tisha  Wilson,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Idaho;  Theodore,  who  lives  at  home 
with  his  parents;  George,  Jr.,  Henry  J.,  Annie  and 
Frank. 

Mr.  Wegle  began  life  a  poor  man,  and  has  be- 
come one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  township 
by  his  own  efforts.  He  has  devoted  his  farm  prin- 
cipally to  raising  grain,  but  he  also  has  some   fine 
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stock,  including  a  valuable  English  draft  stallion. 
He  is  respected  greatly  for  his  personal  worth,  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  finds  in  him  a  consis- 
tent member,  his  family  also  adhering  to  that 
faith.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  stands 
firmly  by  his  party,  whether  it  is  triumphant  or  is 
under  the  cloud  of  defeat. 


IT  AMES  HUTCHISON.  To  this  gentleman 
and  his  associates  Montgomery  County  is 
greatly  indebted  for  its  present  high  stand- 
f)  ing  as  a  rich  and  finely  developed  agricul- 
tural centre.  Our  subject  is  an  adept  at  farming, 
and  has  one  of  the  best  managed  and  most  orderly 
farms  in  all  Union  Township,  situated  on  section 
21,  where  he  has  built  up  an  elegant  modern  home. 

Mr.  Hutchison  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Hamilton  County  February  25,  1843,  but  the  most 
of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  this  State  and  county. 
His  father  was  Ezekiel  Hutchison,  who  was  also 
born  in  Hamilton  County,  his  birthplace  being  one 
of  the  early  pioneer  homes  of  Ohio.  He  grew  to 
man's  estate  in  the  county  of  his  nativity,  and 
was  there  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Crane.  After 
his  marriage  he  went  to  farming  in  that  county, 
and  continued  to  live  there  until  1853.  In  that 
year  he  came  to  Indiana  with  his  family,  renting 
a  farm  in  this  county.  Twenty  years  afterward 
he  returned  to  his  old  home,  and  died  there  in 
1875,  his  wife  following  him  to  the  grave  a  year 
afterward.  He  was  a  sturdy  Democrat,  and  held 
to  his  party  until  death.  He  was  the  father  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  six  are  living:  William, 
a  farmer  in  this  State;  Ezekiel,  also  a  farmer  in 
this  State;  Hannah,  wife  of  J.  Nixon,  a  carpenter 
in  Ohio,  and  a  veteran  of  the  war;  Arthur,  an  un- 
dertaker in  Florida;  Maggie,  wife  of  William  Kerr, 
who  lives  near  the  Miami  River,  not  far  from  Cin- 
cinnati; and  our  subject.  The  names  of  those 
who  died  are  Samuel,  Isaiah,  Mary,  Price,  Rebecca 
.■in (I  ( leorge. 

Our  subject  was  nine  years  old  when  his  parents 


removed  to  this  county.  His  education  was  con- 
ducted in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  lie  began  his  independent  career  in  life, 
working  at  ditching,  cutting  rails,  or  anything  else 
that  would  place  money  in  his  hands,  whereby  he 
might  get  a  good  start.  His  first  venture  on  his 
own  account  was  to  lease  some  land  on  the  Hunter 
farm,  which  he  worked  for  a  year.  He  was  next 
emplo\red  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  to  help  on  the  place 
where  he  now  lives.  Since  he  began  farming  for 
himself,  he  has  displayed  commendable  energy, 
enterprise  and  thrift.  His  farm  comprises  one 
hundred  and  eighty  and  one-fourth  acres  of  land 
on  section  21  and  he  has  besides  forty  acres  west 
of  it  in  the  same  township,  all  of  which  is  finely 
tilled  and  well  drained  with  tile.  A  substantial 
set  of  buildings  adorn  the  place  and  on  it  is  one 
of  the  handsomest  residences  in  the  township, 
which  Mr.  Hutchison  built  in  1878  or  1879.  The 
farm  is  well  kept  up,  and  our  subject  is  constantly 
making  improvements. 

Mr.  Hutchison  was  married  June  9,  1868,  to  Mrs. 
Catharine  A.  Wilkinson,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Ringer.  Her  parents  were  originally  from 
Penns3'lvania,  whence  the3'  went  to  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  and  from  there  came  to  Indiana  and  settled 
in  Montgomery  County  in  1824,  when  the  coun- 
try was  a  trackless  forest.  Mr.  Ringer  was  accom- 
panied in  his  emigration  by  James  Redden  and 
William  Rosenberry,  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Faust. 
A  Mr.  Lamper  lived  here  at  that  time,  and  with 
the  families  of  the  gentleman  just  mentioned  they 
formed  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Ringer  put  up  a  log  cabin  on  a  quarter-section  of 
land  that  he  entered  from  the  Government  and 
went  energetically  to  work  to  clear  away  the  forest 
trees  standing  on  his  newly  acquired  domain, 
which  he  developed  into  a  fine  farm. 

Mr.  Ringer  was  married  in  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  George  Faust.  They  had  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  following 
are  living:  Reuben,  a  resident  of  Missouri;  George, 
of  Nebraska;  Joel  and  John,  of  Iowa;  Mary,  Mrs. 
Flatner,  of  Iowa;  Eliza,  wife  of  Roy  Littlefield,  a 
merchant  of  California;  Cornelia,  Mrs.  Foster,  who 
lives  in  Iowa;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  our  subject. 
Mrs.  Hutchison  was  born  on  the  old  family  home- 
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stead  in  this  county  June  7,  1827.  She  is  the  mo- 
ther of  six  children  by  her  first  marriage:  John 
Wilkinson,  who  resides  near  Glenfield;  Milton,  a 
farmer;  Aaron  H.,  who  lives  on  a  farm  near  Craw- 
fordsville;  James  William,  who  lives  near  Craw- 
fordsville;  Harvey,  who  is  practicing  law  in  Craw- 
fordsville;  and  Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of 
William  Sweinger.  Mrs.  Hutchison  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  a  consist- 
ent Christian,  who  is  greatly  esteemed  by  the  en- 
tire neighborhood.  Mr.  Hutchison  -is  a  man  of 
sensible  views  and  sound  convictions  on  all  sub- 
jects with  which  he  is  conversant.  He  is  especially 
interested  in  politics,  and  is  a  strong  party  man, 
cleaving  to  the  fortunes  of  the   Republican   party. 


V 


^  J^ILLIAM  RAY.  In  all  ages  of  the  world, 
industry,  perseverance  and  energy,  where 
intelligently  applied,  have  achieved  a  re- 
sult which  could  only  have  been  gained  by  having 
one  object  in  view,  and  improving  every  oppor- 
tunity to  ultimately  attain  that  object.  Mr.  Ray 
is  an  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  when 
the  spirit  of  determination  is  exercised  in  connec- 
tion with  the  everyday  affairs  of  life.  His  farm- 
ing operations  have  resulted  very  satisfactorily,  and 
he  now  controls,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of.  a 
comfortable  competency.  He  was  born  in  Rich- 
land Township,  Fountain  Count}',  111.,  in  1831,  a 
son  of  Jefferson  and  Elsie  (Smith)  Raj-,  natives  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky.  Jefferson  Ray  settled  in 
Richland  Township,  of  this  county,  at  an  early 
day,  and  purchased  land  from  John  Hamilton,  on 
which  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in 
1887,  at  which  time  he  owned  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  one  need 
wish  to  see. 

The  father  of  our  subject  had  the  following 
children:  P.  who  married  A.  D.  Sayne,  and  is  re- 
siding in  Butler  Township;  A.  M.,  who  married 
Jessie  Powers;  John,  a  farmer,  who  married  Kittie 
Cates,  and  died  in  Louisiana  in  1884;  Laura,  who 


became  the  wife  of  James  McCollister,  a  farmer  of 
Fountain  County;  Caroline;  Mary,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Frank  Marks;  V.,  who  became  the  wife 
of  John  Crane,  a  farmer  of  Fountain  County;  Vic- 
toria, wife  of  John  Lane;  Katherine,  wife  of  J. 
Dine,  a  farmer  of  Illinois;  Julia,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Will  Coffee;  Creta,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Harry  Dine,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  and  William, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  J.  Carpenter,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Sophia  Carpenter.  She  was  born  in 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1840,  and  married  Mr. 
Ray  in  the  early  part  of  1879. 

Of  the  children  born  of  this  union,  Artio,  born 
November  19,  1879,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
and  educated  in  the  public  schools;  Effie,  born 
September  6,  1881,  is  at  home,  and  attends  the 
common  school;  Annie,  born  May  22,  1883,  and 
Butler,  born  February  6,  1887,  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Ray  was  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  when  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  it  was 
but  natural  that  he  should  take  upon  himself  the 
duties  of  farming,  for  to  that  occupation  he  had 
been  reared.  After  farming  on  rented  land  for 
some  time,  he  secured  enough  means  to  enable  him 
to  purchase  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres  of 
land,  which  he  has  since  greatly  improved.  His 
residence  is  a  good  and  substantial  one,  and  he 
has  an  excellent  farm  and  outbuildings  of  all  de- 
scriptions. He  learned  what  hard  work  was  in  his 
youth,  but  he  also  learned  lessons  of  industry, 
economy  and  steadiness,  that  were  his  stepping- 
stones  to  success  in  after  years.  All  measures  of 
moralit}-,  education,  temperance  and  others  of  like 
nature  find  in  him  a  strong  advocate. 

Mr.  Ray  and  his  wife  are  worthy  members  of 
the  church,  and  he  is  liberal  in  the  use  of  his  means 
in  its  support,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Sun- 
day-school. He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  at  all  times  supports  the  men  and 
measures  of  that  party,  but  has  never  been  an  as- 
pirant for  office,  the  duties  of  his  farm  fully  oc- 
cupying his  time  and  attention.  His  success  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  is  due  to  the  fact  that  attention 
has  been  given  to  no  particular  department  at  the 
expense  of  another,  but  every  nook  and  cranny  of 
his  farm  is  carefully  looked  after,  and  in  looking 
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over  Lis  farm  one  is  at  once  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  a  man  of  discrimination  has  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs.  His  upright  career  through  life 
has  made  him  a  general  favorite,  and  he  numbers 
his  friends  by  the  score. 


V 


felLLIAM  SWINDLER,  an  honored  pioneer 


settler  of  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and 
for  many  years  successfully  engaged  in 
the  varied  duties  of  agricultural  life,  has  now  re- 
tired from  active  work,  and  enjoys  his  well-earned 
rest  in  a  pleasant  home  in  Ladoga.  He  came  an 
energetic,  ambitious  young  man  into  the  new 
State,  and,  overcoming  all  difficulties,  aided  in  de- 
veloping the  varied  resources  of  its  soil,  and 
thus  materially  advanced  its  rapid  growth  and 
upward  progress. 

Our  subject  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  was 
born  in  Shelby  County  in  the  year  1815.  He  was 
the  seventh  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
he  is  to-day  the  sole  survivor.  His  parents  were 
Jonathan  and  Letitia  (Mount)  Swindler,  both  na- 
tives of  the  State  of  Virginia.  Making  their  home 
in  the  prosperous  State  of  Kentucky,  they  there 
reared  their  family,  and  taught  them  the  lessons 
of  self-reliance  and  honesty,  all  the  capital  in  life 
with  which  they  could  endow  their  intelligent  and 
sturdy  children. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were 
Samuel;  Clayton;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Henry  Keplinger;  Thomas;  John;  Rhoda,  who 
was  married  to  William  Golt;  and  Harvey.  Af- 
ter years  of  toil  and  changing  fortunes,  the  wid- 
owed mother  of  our  subject  journeyed  with  her 
family  to  Indiana,  and  located  in  Montgomery 
Count}-,  where  she  entered  a  Government  claim  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  unbroken  prairie 
land.  A  woman  of  rare  courage,  resolution  and 
endurance,  she  managed  well  the  varied  cultiva- 
tion of  her  homestead,  and  made  the  acres  jield 
her  a  comfortable  living  and  excellent  return  for 
her  years  of  patient  toil. 


After  the  death  of  his  mother,  William  Swindler 
received  this  now  valuable  land  as  his  inheritance, 
and  it  still  remains  in  his  possession.  Soon  after 
his  arrival  in  Montgomery  Count}',  our  subject 
learned  his  trade  of  carpenter  in  Crawfordsville 
from  the  pioneer  carpenter  and  builder,  Ephraim 
Griffith,  widely  known  in  the  early  days.  Mr. 
Swindler  continued  actively  engaged  in  carpenter 
work  in  Crawfordsville  for  several  years,  but  the 
leading  business  of  his  life  has  been  farming,  in 
which  pursuit  he  achieved  practical  success.  Aside 
from  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  old 
homestead,  he  also  owns  a  fine  tract  of  forty  acres, 
and  has  highly  improved  his  holdings. 

Our  subject  has  three  times  entered  the  bonds  of 
matrimony.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  America  Beally, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,  all  of  whom  are 
deceased.  His  wife  died  in  1843,  and  after  some 
time  had  elapsed  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Margaret  Hughes,  who  became  the  mother  of 
three  children,  only  one  surviving  to  mature 
years.  In  1872  his  second  wife  passed  away,  and 
again  Mr.  Swindler  was  left  alone.  His  third  wife 
was  Mrs.  Susannah  (Benson)  Ilimes.  There  were 
no  children  of  this  marriage. 

The  one  child  of  our  subject  who  arrived  at 
mature  years  was  a  son,  Henry  Swindler,  a  well- 
known  and  prosperous  farmer,  and  an  honest,  up- 
right citizen,  now  cultivating  the  soil  of  the  old 
homestead  and  engaging  in  general  agricultural 
duties.  Mr.  Swindler,  being  an  onl}'  son,  enjoyed 
most  excellent  educational  advantages.  Born  in 
1857,  he  early  attended  the  primary  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  but  at  the  proper  age  he  was  sent 
to  Wabash  College  and  afterward  completed  his 
studies  at  the  university  in  Warren  County,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

In  1877  he  was  married  to  Miss  Kelsey,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Kelsey,  a  pioneer  settler  of  the 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swindler  are  the  happy  par- 
ents of  five  bright,  promising  children,  who  will 
all  enjoy  ample  opportunity  for  storing  their 
minds  with  useful  knowledge.  The  family  are  all 
attendants  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  the  father  and  mother  are  both  active  and 
working  members.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swindler  have 
passed   their   lives   near   their  present  home,  and 
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have  a  large  circle  of  old-time  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, whose  esteem  and  confidence  they  enjoy. 
Thej'  are  progressive  people,  and  are  well  informed 
on  all  current  matters  of  interest,  ever  lending 
their  influence  for  the  advancement  of  right  and 
justice. 

Our  subject,  William  Swindler,  is  a  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  thus  he  and 
his  son  belong  to  different  religious  organizations, 
but  both  are  united  upon  political  issues,  and  both 
vote  the  Republican  ticket.  Henry  Swindler  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  New  Market, 
and  is  one  of  the  foremost  in  his  immediate 
neighborhood  in  all  good  work. 


-Sfc- 


ylLLIAM  HALSTEAD,  a  prominent  stock- 
raiser  of  standard-bred  horses  and  Short- 
horn cattle,  and  also  widely  known  as  a 
general  agriculturist  of  Madison  Township,  Mont- 
gomery County,  is  a  descendant  of  a  long  line  of 
eminent  ancestry.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Reu- 
ben Halstead,  married  Miss  Preston,  a  Southern 
lady.  The  husband  and  wife  were  both  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  but,  hoping  to  improve  their  for- 
tunes, removed  at  an  early  day  to  Ohio,  then  the 
land  of  promise  to  many  emigrants  from  other 
States.  Here  also  located  a  brother  of  Grandfather 
Halstead,  Griffin  Halstead  by  name.  This  gentle- 
man, great-uncle  to  our  subject,  was  the  father  of 
the  celebrated  editor  and  politician,  Murat  Hal- 
stead, now  one  of  the  leading  and  representative 
men  of  Ohio. 

In  Butler  County  of  the  Buckeye  State,  Grand- 
father and  Grandmother  Halstead  reared  their  chil- 
dren. Josiah  P.,  father  of  our  subject,  enjoyed  ex- 
ceptional educational  advantages,  attending  good 
preparatory  schools,  and  finally  graduating  with 
honor  from  the  college  located  in  his  native  coun- 
ty. His  studies  completed,  he  gave  his  time  and 
attention  to  business  duties,  and  having  fitted 
himself  for  their  performance,  soon  married  Miss 
Rebecca    Wilson,  who  became  the  mother  of  six 


children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fifth  in  or- 
der of  birth.  Death  called  no  little  ones  from  the 
household  circle.  One  after  another  the  sons  and 
daughters  attained  mature  age  and  went  out  to 
found  homes  and  families  of  their  own. 

Sarah,  the  eldest-born,  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Kirk- 
patrick,  an  old  resident  of  Madison  Township; 
Rebecca  J.  married  Daniel  Bennett,  and  by  him 
had  one  child,  Mr.  Bennett  died,  and  his  widow 
became  the  wife  of  William  Dunkle,  of  Linden. 
John  L.  A.,  now  deceased,  left  a  family  in  Vigo 
County.  Caroline  was  married  to  Edward  Cole- 
man, and  died  leaving  one  child.  William,  our 
subject,  was  the  next  child;  and  Clara  L.  is  now 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Wilson,  of  Linden.  The  three 
daughters  and  one  son  now  living  reside  within 
easj7  distance  of  each  other,  and  much  enjoy  the 
mutual  interchange  of  early  recollections,  which 
bind  together  the  scattered  members  of  the  pio- 
neer home  in  the  West* 

William  Halstead  was  born  in  1844,  in  about  the 
centre  of  what  is  now  Madison  Township.  In  the 
early  '40s  the  educational  advantages  of  our  sub- 
ject's birthplace  were  not  of  the  same  order  as  to- 
day, but  his  parents  gave  him  a  good  schooling, 
which  he  well  improved.  Life  went  on  with  him 
in  a  quiet  round  of  daily  tasks  and  pleasures  un- 
til he  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  there 
came  the  call  for  the  one  hundred-days  volunteers, 
and  without  delay  our  subject  enlisted,  in  1862,  in 
Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fifth  In- 
diana Infantry,  and,  hurrying  to  the  country's  aid, 
soon  reached  the  Arm}-  of  the  Cumberland. 

Having  joined  the  ranks  full  of  boyish  enthu- 
siasm and  desiring  most  of  all  to  do  his  full  duty, 
it  was  a  bitter  disappointment  to  Mr.  Halstead  to 
be  taken  ill  and  be  obliged  to  remain  in  the  hospi- 
tal during  the  greater  part  of  his  term  of  service. 
In  1868,  our  subject  entered  into  one  of  the  most 
important  obligations  of  his  life,  and  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Rhoda  Coj'ner,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  N.  Coyner,  her  father  being  long  since 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halstead  are  surrounded 
by  a  large  and  happy  family  of  children.  Their 
daughter,  Musetta,  a  lovel}-  3'oung  girl  aged  nine- 
teen, died  in  1890,  but  Clyde  V.;  Alina,  the  wife 
of  F.  Morin,  of  Tippecanoe;  William  C,  John  G, 


682 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Rubey,  Noble  E.  and  Joseph  P.  still  survive. 
These  bright  young  people,  varying  in  age  from 
early  youth  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  give 
promise  each  and  all  of  an  honored,  upright  and 
useful  future. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  under  fine  cultivation, 
upon  which  are  bred  exceptionally  choice  horses 
and  Shorthorns,  for  which  the  well-known  stock- 
farm  is  noted.  His  time  is  occupied  mainly  in  the 
conduct  of  his  business,  but  he  gives  intelligent 
consideration  to  local  and  national  affairs,  and  en- 
joys the  reputation  of  being  a  progressive  man. 
Mr.  Halstead  has  neve"!'  been  anxious  for  political 
preferment,  but  he  endeavors  to  do  his  duty  at  the 
polls,  and  casts  his  vote,  as  most  of  his  ancestors 
have  done  before  him,  for  the  Democratic  ticket. 


<|[OIIN  H.  POGUE,  residing  on  section  10, 
Walnut  Township,  has  a  high  reputation  as 
a  practical  farmer,  as  an  honorable  man  and 
as  a  good  citizen.  He  represents  one  of 
the  oldest  pioneer  families  of  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, his  paternal  grandparents  having  come  here 
when  this  country  was  a  howling  wilderness,  with 
but  few  inhabitants  other  than  the  Indians  and 
wild  beasts.  His  father,  who  is  now  an  old  man, 
was  but  a  small  boy  at  that  time,  and  he  can  re- 
late many  interesting  incidents  of  the  early  days 
of  settlement,  of  which  he  retains  a  vivid  remem- 
brance. He  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood  under  the 
stirring  influences  of  those  times,  and  being  a  hard 
worker,  by  diligence  and  thrift  he  redeemed  a 
good  farm,  and  his  declining  years  are  passing  in 
comfort  as  the  result  of  his  early  labors. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  in  Walnut 
Township,  near  the  place  where  he  now  resides. 
He  inherited  a  good  share  of  the  energy  and  in- 
dustrious habits  characteristic  of  the  family,  and 
when  a  young  man  he  too  became  a  pioneer,  inas- 
much as  he  entered  a  tract  of  Government  land  in 
Iowa,  and    improved    it  into  a  productive  farm. 


He  finally  sold  it  at  a  great  advance  on  the  cost, 
in  order  to  return  to  his  native  State  to  settle  per- 
manently in  the  town  of  his  birth,  and  at  that  time 
he  purchased  his  present  farm.  This  is  one  of  the 
finest  places  in  Walnut  Township,  and  comprises 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  carefully  cultiva- 
ted land,  well  drained  by  tiles  and  ditches.  The 
barns,  fences  and  all  the  other  improvements  on 
the  place  are  kept  in  the  best  of  order,  and  a  neat 
and  tasty  frame  residence  replaces  the  dwelling 
burned  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  Pogue's  wife,  who  has  so  faithfully  shared 
his  fortunes,  should  be  mentioned.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Peterson,  a  prominent  and  enterprising 
farmer  of  Montgomery  County.  She  is  a  true 
home-maker,  and  is  genial,  hospitable  and  enter- 
taining, and  she  and  her  family  are  important  so- 
cial factors  in  the  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pogue  have  several  sons  and  daughters,  who  have 
been  well  trained  in  the  duties  of  life,  and  their 
presence  adds  to  the  attractiveness  of  their  cozy 
home. 

While  a  resident  of  Iowa,  our  subject  was  active 
in  politics,  and  filled  various  school  and  township 
offices,  and  his  sterling  honesty  and  uprightness  of 
character  have  ever  given  him  the  trust  of  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  he  has  lived. 


ffiOHN  BILSLAND.  No  name  is  justly  en- 
titled to  a  more  enviable  place  in  the  his- 
tory of  Fountain  County  than  the  one  that 
opens  this  sketch,  for  it  is  borne  by  a  man 
who  has  been  usefully  and  honorably  identified 
with  the  interests  of  this  locality  and  with  its  ad- 
vancement in  every  worthy  particular.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  count}',  born  on  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1848,  in  a  log  cabin,  and  is  the  only  son 
of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  Jane  (Murry")  Bilsland, 
the  father  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State. 

The  elder  Mr.  Bilsland  came  to  Fountain  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  when  a  small  boy,  and   his  scholastic  ad- 
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vantages  consisted  of  but  two  and  a-half  days 
training  in  the  schools  of  this  county.  His  father, 
John  Bilsland,  received  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
acres  from  the  Government,  and  it  was  all  well 
improved  when  he  died.  He  was  the  father  of 
ten  children,  who  were  as  follows:  Nancy,  a  na- 
tive of  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  who  married  Dave 
Clover,  and  is  now  deceased;  Elsie,  born  in  this 
county,  unmarried;  Mary,  who  was  born  in  this 
county,  and  died  in  the  year  1889;  John,  who  was 
born  in  Fountain  County,  is  married  and  resides 
in  Iowa;  Lucinda,  a  native  of  this  county,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Myers,  and  is  now  deceased;  Will- 
iam, also  of  this  count}',  who  has  remained  single 
all  his  life;  Alexander,  a  native  of  Fountain 
County,  deceased;  and  Lorelia,  who  was  born  in 
Fountain  County,  was  married  to  Nebeker  Gray, 
and   is  a  resident  of  Covington. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  the  eldest  of  the 
children  born  to  his  parents.  Eunice,  a  sister,  was 
born  in  Fountain  County  in  1850,  and  married 
James  Ensly.  They  now  reside  in  this  county  and 
are  classed  among  the  best  citizens.  Belle,  an- 
other sister,  was  born  in  Fountain  County  in  1852, 
and  died  in  1854.  The  youthful  days  of  our  sub- 
ject were  spent  in  an  old  log  schoolhouse,  but 
later  he  attended  school  at  Bloomington,  where  he 
remained  until  twenty  years  of  age.  After  finish- 
ing his  education  he  worked  for  his  father  until 
he  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  then  started 
out  to  fight  life's  battles  for  himself.  He  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  forty-two  acres  of  land 
where  he  now  resides,  and  this  has  been  his  home 
ever  since.  He  has  it  well  improved,  nicely  cul- 
tivated, and  is  engaged  principally  in  raising  corn 
and  wheat.  He  is  one  of  the  most  pushing,  wide- 
awake farmers  of  his  section,  and  is  a  citizen  of 
whom  any  community  might  justly  feel  proud. 
Pleasant  and  genial,  he  has  many  warm  friends. 

In  the  year  1875,  Mr.  Bilsland  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Belle  Cooper,  a  native  of  this 
county,  and  the  daughter  of  Nancy  Cooper.  Four 
children  have  blessed  this  union.  Mary,  born  in 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1883,  resides  at  home 
and  attends  the  Normal  School  at  Covington;  Ben- 
jamin, born  in  1880,  is  attending  school;  Cooper, 
born  in  1885,  also  attends  school;  and   Lotta,   the 


baby,  was  born  in  1890.  Mr.  Bilsland,  his  wife 
and  eldest  daughter  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church',  and  they  contribute  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. They  are  prominent  in  all  good  work,  and 
no  worthy  movement  is  allowed  to  drag  for  lack 
of  exertion  on  their  part.  Our  subject  has  been  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  21,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Coving- 
ton, for  ten  years,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  36,  K.  P.,  at  Covington.  He  is  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  views,  and  is  ever  earnest  for 
the  success  of  his  part}'.  He  has  held  a  number  of 
political  positions,  and  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  same  in  a  very  efficient  and  satisfactory  man- 
ner. Industrious  and  sociable,  no  man  has  warmer 
friends  than  he. 


RCH  BAILEY,  one  of  our  best-known  and 
most  popular  citizens,  and  among  the 
leading  farmers  of  his  community,  is  a 
fine  representative  of  the  sons  of  the 
sturdy,  noble-hearted,  energetic  pioneers  of  Mont- 
gomery Cuntry,  who  are  so  ably  carrying  forward 
the  work  so  well  begun  by  their  fathers,  making 
this  one  of  the  richest  and  best-developed  agricul- 
tural regions  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana.  He  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead,  a  beautiful  and  well- 
cared-for  estate  on  section  33,  Wayne  Township, 
in  1841,  and  it  is  now  in  his  possession,  and  he  has 
here  an  attractive,  modern  home. 

Our  subject  is  a  district  lineal  descendant  of 
"Mayflower"  stock,  the  family  having  lived  in 
Massachusetts  for  several  generations.  His  father, 
Charles  Bailey,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hanover, 
that  State,  in  1793.  In  early  manhood,  ambitious 
to  increase  his  finances,  he  migrated  to  Brookvillo, 
Ky.,  where  he  engaged  as  a  fuller  in  the  woolen 
mills  of  that  place.  While  there  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  1818,  and 
continued  his  connection  with  that  organization 
until  death.  From  Brookville  he  went  to  llunts- 
ville,  Ala.,  and  established  himself  in  the  fulling 
business.     He  remained  there   but  a   short    time, 
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however,  and,  returning  to  Kentucky,  took  up  his 
abode  at  Doe  Run,  and  gave  his  attention  to  the 
carding  business.  While  a  resident  of  that  town 
he  was  married  to  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
Catherine,  a  daughter  of  Archibald  and  Jemima 
Vanbrook,  a  native  of  Bourbon  County,  Ky.  These 
children  were  born  to  them:  Elizabeth,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Doe  Run,  Ky.,  in  1830,  and  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Daniel  Rives  in  1856,  Mr.  Rives 
being  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Champaign 
Count}',  111.;  Charles,  who  was  born  in  1831,  and 
in  1860  married  Amanda,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Eliza  Vaughn,  who  died  in  1876;  Henry,  a  Ken- 
tucky stock-raiser,  who  was  born  at  Doe  Run,  Ky., 
in  1836,  and  married  Mary  Talbert:  Barbara,  who 
was  born  in  Wayne  Township,  this  county,  in 
1837,  and  married  Capt.  Robert  Scott,  who  was  an 
officer  in  the  Union  arm}'  during  the  war;  Martha, 
who  was  born  in  1840,  married  J.  W.  Watkins,  and 
died  in  1882;  our  subject,  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  John,  who  was  born  in  1842,  and  married 
Libbie  Switzer;  and  Martin,  who  was  born  in 
1844.  and  married  Irene  Scott,  of  Cass  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  owns  and  manages  a  farm  of  four 
hundred  acres  of  fine  land. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  well  trained  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  early  life,  and  always  keeps  abreast  of  the 
times  in  regard  to  the  best  modes  of  tilling  the 
soil  and  the  breeding  only  of  that  class  of  stock 
which  is  of  high  grade  and  best  adapted  to  the 
country.  The  farm  is  always  in  good  order,  and 
is  adorned  by  a  set  of  substantial,  conveniently 
arranged  buildings,  and  the  commodious  residence, 
which  was  erected  by  his  father,  is  in  a  fine  situa- 
tion, commanding  an  extensive  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  is  surrounded  by  beautiful 
shade  trees. 

Mr.  Bailey  is  happily  married,  and  his  amiable 
wife  cordially  seconds  his  pleasant  welcome  and 
generous  hospitality,  which  make  it  a  pleasure  to 
visit  their  home  to  enjoy  its  many  comforts  and 
luxuries.  Mrs.  Bailey,  who  was  born  in  this  State 
in  1855,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  E.  King, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  W.  J.  and  Keziah  (McComb) 
King,  who  came  to  this  State  from  Ohio,  and  set- 
tled at  New  Richmond  in  an  early  day.  Her  fa- 
ther established  himself  in  the  harness  business  in 


that  town.  His  wife's  father,  who  attained  the 
venerable  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years  his 
last  birthday,  is  the  oldest  man  in  the  State. 

But  few  men  in  Montgomery  County  are  more 
widely  or  favorably  known  than  our  subject, 
whose  frank,  genial  nature,  liberal  mind  and  open 
hand  have  drawn  to  him  many  warm  and  stead- 
fast friends.  He  is  a  liberal  giver  to  the  church, 
although  not  a  member,  and  to  whatsoever  will 
tend  to  better  the  community,  while  anyone  in 
distress  or  want  is  sure  of  his  sympathy  and  ma- 
terial assistance.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
Masons  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  having  passed 
through  various  degrees  of  Masonry,  until  he  now 
wears  the  emblem  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Republican  of  unquestioned  integrity, 
and  a  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  his 
party. 


"jf  OSEPH  T.  SPARKS,  M.  D.,  of  Yeddo,  is  a 
talented  and  well-trained  physician,  who 
has  attained  a  high  standing  among  the 
leading  physicians  of  Fountain  County 
solely  through  personal  merit  and  devotion  to  his 
profession.  He  is  a  native  of  Montgomery  County, 
and  was  bom  on  the  old  homestead  in  Ripley 
Township  July  3,  1853.  He  is  a  son  of  Philip 
Sparks,  a  well-known  farmer  of  that  township, 
who  is  also  a  native  of  Indiana,  his  birthplace  be- 
ing Franklin,  and  he  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  that  section,  Thomas  Sparks,  who  came 
to  this  Stale  from  Baltimore.  The  Smalts  of  that 
city  were  relatives  of  his,  and  the  famous  Mr. 
Purdue,  of  La  Fayette,  was  second  cousin  of  Philip 
Sparks. 

When  Philip  Sparks  was  twelve  years  old  his  fa- 
ther came  to  this  county  and  entered  land  from 
the  Government  on  Scott's  Prairie.  He  did  not 
tarry  there  very  long,  however,  but  three  years 
later  took  up  his  residence  in  Ripley  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  there.  The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood  in  that  township,  and   in   due   time  was 
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married  lo  Miss  Mahala  J.,  daughter  of  Joseph  I. 
Capner,  a  prominent  wool  manufacturer  and  mer- 
chant. After  his  marriage  Mr.  Sparks  settled  on 
the  old  home  place  that  had  belonged  to  his  fa- 
ther, and  he  is  still  living  there.  He  has  a  good 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  under  fine 
cultivation  and  amply  supplied  with  substantial 
improvements.  He  is  a  member  in  high  standing 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  his  politics  is  of 
the  Democratic  order.  He  merits  and  receives  the 
respect  of  the  entire  community  in  which  he  has 
lived  for  so  many  years.  He  and  his  wife  have 
been  blessed  witli  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living:  George  M.,  who  makes  his  home  with 
them,  and  our  subject. 

Dr.  Sparks  passed  his  boyhood  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education  in 
the  excellent  public  schools  of  Alamo.  He  was 
ambitious  to  fit  himself  for  the  medical  profession, 
for  which  he  had  a  strong  taste,  and  he  entered 
upon  his  studies  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  M. 
L.  Bass,  of  Crawfordsville,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  three  and  a-half  years.  He  was  thus  well 
equipped  for  Rush  Medical  College,  where  lie  ma- 
triculated in  1871.  He  was  graduated  in  1874  with 
a  good  rank  in  scholarship  and,  with  bright  pros- 
pects for  a  successful  career  that  have  been  amply 
fulfilled,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  vocation  at 
Annapolis,  in  Parke  Count}'.  Two  years  later  he 
went  to  Moran,  Clinton  Count}',  whence  he  came  to 
Yeddoin  1882,  and  has  since  been  in  active  practice 
here.  He  early  gained  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple by  his  evident  knowledge  of  medicine,  by  the 
tact  and  accurate  judgment  that  he  displayed  in 
handling  the  various  cases  entrusted  to  him,  and 
by  those  line  personal  traits  that  characterize  the 
true  physician.  His  profession  has  proved  re- 
munerative, and  he  has  acquired  a  comfortable 
property.  He  has  built  a  substantial  brick  resi- 
dence, and  has  a  pleasant  office  adjoining  his 
house. 

The  Doctor  was  married  during  his  residence  at 
Moran  to  Miss  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  John  Butts, 
a  prominent  merchant  of  Lebanon.  Mrs.  Sparks 
understands  full  well  how  to  make  home  comfort- 
able and  attractive,  and  the  many  friends  that  she 
and  her  husband  have  gathered  around  them  since 


they  came  to  dwell  in  this  community  are  always 
sure  of  a  cordial  welcome  whenever  they  cross 
their  threshold. 

Dr.  Sparks  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  he  is  prominent  in  social  circles 
as  one  of  the  leading  officials  of  Kingman  Lodge 
No.  339,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  is  a  Noble  Grand. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


H.  HAYWARD.      One    of    the    best    dry- 
goods  stores   in   Rosedale,  Parke   County, 


iff 

tJi\V.  is  owned  and  managed  by  the  honorable 
\^j  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  who  is  also 
a  first-class  jeweler  and  watch-maker,  and  keeps 
constantly  on  hand  a  large  assortment  and  well- 
selected  stock  of  Waltham,  Elgin  and  Dueber 
watches  of  all  grades,  together  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  solid  gold  and  filled  cases.  These  he  sells 
at  the  lowest  prices  for  cash  or  on  monthly  pay- 
ments. His  stock  of  jewelry  is  of  the  latest  de- 
signs, while  that  of  his  drugs  is  always  fresh,  clean 
and  pure.  Prescriptions  are  compounded  night 
or  da}'. 

Mr.  Hay  ward  was  born  March  12,  1861,  in  Dan- 
ville, Pa.,  and  is  the  son  of  Richard  and  Sarah 
(George)  Hayward.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  merchant  by  occupation, and  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  the  county  in  which  he  re- 
sided. At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  August,  1882,  his  successor  in  the  office  was  he 
of  whom  we  write,  and  he  continued  in  the  office 
for  over  a  year  at  Carbon,  Ind.  Our  subject,  was 
also  in  the  drug  trade  at  that  place,  which  business 
he  carried  on  very  profitably.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  but  a  short  time  prior  to  the  death  of 
her  husband. 

On  February  2,  1888,  the  store  and  entire  stock 
belonging  to  our  subject  were  consumed  by  fire, 
causing  an  immense  loss  to  him,  as  he  had  worked 
hard  to  obtain  what  he  had.  There  was  but  $500 
insurance  on  the  whole.  After  the  fire,  he  went 
to  Coxville,  where  he  worked  for  the  Brazil  Block 
Coal  Company  as  a  store-keeper,  remaining  with 
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this  corporation  about  one  year.  At  this  period 
ho  went  to  Mecca,  Ind.,  and  opened  up  a  drug 
store,  staying  there  for  a  year.  He  then  moved 
his  stock  back  to  Coxvillc,  where  he  carried  on  his 
business  about  a  year.  January  1,  1892,  he  re- 
moved to  Rosedale  and  purchased  the  drug  stock 
of  Dr.  Linch,  which  he  consolidated  with  his  own. 

October  15,  1885,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Allie  C.  Eddington,  of  Carbon,  this  State. 
This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
Eddington,  who  now  reside  in  Terre  Haute.  She 
is  the  only  daughter  of  her  parents,  and  has  but 
one  brother,  Curtis,  living  in  Terre  Haute,  who  is 
a  fireman  on  the  Big  Four  Railway.  Mrs.  Hay- 
ward's  father  is  Master  of  Transportation  of  the 
same  system  by  which  his  son  is  employed.  She 
was  born  October  2,  1868,  in  Mattoon,  111.,  and  is 
the  mother  of  one  bright  little  boy,  Fred  S.,  who 
was  born  July  22,  1888.  She  is  devoted  to  her 
home  and  family  interests. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hayward  is  a  sound  Republican 
and  thorough  advocate  of  part}'  principles.  So- 
cially, he  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  259,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  this  place.  He  is  one  of  those  men  well 
calculated  to  make  many  friends,  and  is  respected 
by  all. 


\1JACKS0N  McCORMACK,  who  resides  on 
I  his  beautiful  and  well-appointed  farm  on 
I  section  17,  Ripley  Township,  is  a  worthy 
'  representative  of  the  citizens  of  Montgom- 
ery County  who  are  conducting  its  great  farming 
and  stock  interests.  He  was  a  soldier  during  the 
late  war,  though  but  a  boy  when  he  entered  the 
army,  and  he  has  ever  shown  himself  to  be  a  pa- 
triotic and  public-spirited  citizen. 

A  native  of  Indiana,  Mr.  McCormack  was  born 
in  Henry  County  November  26,  1848.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  John  McCormack,  and  his  fa- 
ther, James  McCormack,  were  natives  of  Franklin 
County,  Va.     When  the  latter   was  fourteen  years 


old  the  family  came  to  Indiana  and  settled  on 
land  bought  from  the  Government.  Our  subject 
had  three  brothers  who  grew  to  manhood:  John, 
a  farmer,  who  married  a  Miss  Huff;  Ellu,  who 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Henry  County 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Indianapolis;  and  Mil- 
ton, who  married  Miss  Dora  Wood,  and  resides  in 
Henry  County.  John  served  with  credit  during 
the  rebellion  as  a  volunteer  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-second  Indiana  Regiment. 

Mr.  McCormack  passed  his  early  boyhood  days 
on  a  farm  and  was  fast  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  agriculture  when  the  rebellion 
broke  out  and  turned  his  thoughts  in  other  di- 
rections. He  was  then  but  twelve  years  of  age, 
but  he  was  intensely  interested  in  the  great  con- 
flict, and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  his  great  desire  to 
serve  his  country  as  a  soldier  was  gratified,  and, 
though  so  young,  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  Indiana  In- 
fantry, commanded  by  Col.  Thomas  J.  Brailey  and 
Capt.  S.  II.  Shaw.  Our  subject  had  a  full  expe- 
rience of  army  life  in  all  its  phases,  and  bore  with 
fortitude  and  undaunted  courage  its  privations, 
dangers  and  hardships.  He  witnessed  and  took 
part  in  some  of  the  most  important  battles  of  the 
war,  and  remembers  most  vividly  the  engagement 
at  Ft.  Anderson. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  at  the  close 
of  the  war  in  1865,  Mr.  McCormack  resumed  his 
early  labors  on  the  farm.  He  has  since  become 
possessed  of  the  farm  that  he  now  occupies  in 
Ripley  Township,  which,  with  its  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  carefully  cultivated  land,  its 
commodious  and  conveniently  arranged  build- 
ings and  other  substantial  improvements  on  every 
hand,  constitutes  one  of  the  finest  estates  in  this 
locality.  It  is  well  stocked  with  standard  breeds 
of  cattle,  horses,  etc.,  and  has  a  rich  soil,  well 
adapted  to  raising  grain,  to  which  it  is  partly  de- 
voted.    A  valuable  orchard  also  adorns  the  place. 

In  1872  our  subject  was  happily  married  to  Miss 
Mary  C,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Jerusha  Mc- 
Markim,  of  Ripley  Township.  Mrs.  McCormack 
was  born  in  1856.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
stand  high  in  social  circles,  and  neighbors  and 
friends  have  a  warm  regard  for  thern.     The  Pies- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


687 


byterian  Church  finds  in  them  active  working 
members  and  liberal  contributors  to  its  financial 
needs,  and  any  movement  looking  to  the  better- 
ment of  the  community,  spiritually  or  materially, 
is  sure  of  meeting  with  their  approbation  and 
generous  support.  Mr.  McCormack  is  a  promi- 
nent and  well-known  figure  in  Grand  Army 
circles,  and  has  done  much  to  forward  the  inter- 
ests of  the  order  in  this  section.  He  is  also  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  Farmers'  Protective  Union. 
He  is  a  Republican  of  the  truest  stamp  in  his  po- 
litical  views. 


f.j.  BRAM  HEATH,  proprietor  of  a  good  farm 
Jll  on  section  19,  Wayne  Township,  Mout- 
l!;  goinery  County,  was  born  in  1820  in  But- 
ler County,  Ohio.  He  is  a  son  of  Will- 
iam Heath,  who  was  born  May  15,  1794,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  and  was  one  of  the  soldiers  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  came  to  Indiana  as  early 
as  1823,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Montgomery  County, securing  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  our 
subject.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
three  children.  Mary,  the  eldest,  the  widow  of 
William  Munns,  who  was  a  farmer  in  this  town- 
ship until  his  death;  Annie,  who  was  born  in  Butler 
County  in  1817,  married  Joseph  Clifton  and  died 
in  Kansas  in  1892;  and  Abram. 

Abram  Heath  was  reared  amid  pioneer  environ- 
ments on  a  farm  in  the  days  when  this  part  of  the 
country  was  a  howling  wilderness,  whose  primeval 
forests  were  still  haunted  by  the  red  men  and  his 
legitimate  prey — the  wild  game  that  was  so  abun- 
dant in  years  gone  by.  Mr.  Heath,  having  thus 
been  present  in  the  opening  years  of  the  settle- 
menfof  Montgomery  County,  may  be  said  to 
have  grown  with  its  growth,  and  is  to-day  one 
of  its  thriving  agriculturists.  An  account  of 
those  boyhood  days  in  the  dim  past  would  add 
greatly  to  the  interest  of  this  biography,  did  space 

34 


permit  its  insertion.  He  had  manj'  a  hard  strug- 
gle to  obtain  a  good  start  in  life,  and  in  the  year 
of  his  marriage  settled  permanently  on  the  old 
homestead  of  father.  He  has  made  his  calling 
profitable,  and  has  a  farm  that  compares  favor- 
ably in  point  of  improvements  and  tillage  with 
the  best  in  the  vicinity. 

In  1842  Mr.  Heath  took  unto  himself  a  wife  in 
the  person  of  Salome,  daughter  of  Dennis  and 
Margaret  Ball,  in  whom  he  has  found  a  loving  com- 
panion and  a  helper  in  his  work.  Five  children 
have  blessed  their  marriage,  as  follows:  Mary 
Ann,  the  eldest,  born  in  1843;  William  D.,  who 
was  born  in  1845,  and  married  Sarah  Ellis;  Mar- 
garet, who  was  born  in  1847,  and  married  T.  J. 
Simpson;  John  H.,  who  was  born  in  1851,  and 
married  Emma  Allen;  and  Rachie,  who  was  born 
in  1858,  and  died  in  1886. 

In  politics  Mr.  Heath  is  a  member  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  belongs  to  that  useful  organi- 
zation the  Horse  Thief  Detective  Association,  of 
which  he  is  one  of  the  founders.  He  has  been 
Trustee  of  the  township,  and  has  alway9  dis- 
played commendable  zeal  in  forwarding  the  best 
interests  of  the  place  where  he  has  so  long  made 
his  home.  Religiously,  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
communicants  of  the  Christian  Union  Church,  and 
give  without  stint  of  their  means  to  its  support. 


^^>-^« 


YLVESTER  H.  ELWELL,  Auditor  of 
Fountain  County.  Connected  with  the 
history  of  the  elections  of  this  county  no 
name  was  more  prominent  or  bore  with  it 
so  much  distinction  as  that  of  El  well  during  the  last 
election,  for,  having  been  born  in  the  county,  he 
is  well  known  and  the  people  have  had  every  op- 
portunity to  judge  of  his  character  and  qualifica- 
tions, and  naught  has  ever  been  said  derogatory 
to  his  good  name.  He  was  born  in  Mill  Creek 
Township,  fifteen  miles  southeast  of  Covington, 
October  12,  1849,  a  son  of  Amariah  and  Caroline 
(Sims)  Elwell,  the  former  of  whom  was  born   in 
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Miami  County,  Ind.,  and  the  latter  in  Oliio.  They 
were  united  in  marriage  in  1845,  in  Fountain 
County,  to  which  section  the  father  came  with  his 
parents,  John  and  Anna  El  well,  in  1831.  They 
entered  the  land  on  which  Amariah  Elwell  is  now 
residing,  and  where  Sylvester  H.  Elwell  was  born. 

The  latter  was  reared  on  the  farm  on  which  he 
was  born,  and  his  youth  and  early  manhood  were 
devoted  to  tilling  the  soil  under  the  experienced 
and  able  direction  of  his  father.  He  conducted 
this  farm  in  a  very  successful  manner  from  the 
time  of  his  marriage,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
until  1883.  At  this  time  he  took  up  his  residence 
on  his  own  farm  near  the  town  of  Yeddo,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  County  Recorder  on  the  Republican  ticket  in 
1886,  succeeding  William  Lamb,  who  was  the  first 
Auditor  of  the  county,  and  had  held  the  position 
for  many  years.  He  received  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  eight  votes.  In  1890,  he  had  a  major- 
ity of  seventeen  votes  over  ex-County  Treasurer 
Miles,  after  a  very  active  and  hotty  contested 
campaign.  In  1880  he  was  elected  Trustee  of  the 
township,  and  held  other  minor  offices  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  those  concerned.  He  has  been  active 
in  the  political  affairs  of  his  section,  and  is  Chair- 
man of  the  County  Central  Committee.  On  various 
occasions  he  has  been  a  delegate  to  State  and  Con- 
gressional conventions,  and  in  various  other  ways 
has  been  the  recipient  of  considerable  favor  from 
his  party. 

As  a  public  official,  Mr.  Elwell  is  well  and  justly 
noted  for  his  sterling  honesty  and  superior  capa- 
bility, and  the  functions  of  his  present  office  he 
certainly  fills  to  perfection.  In  every  detail  is 
manifested  the  most  perfect  arrangement,  showing 
the  workings  of  an  intelligent  and  well-directed 
mind.  He  is  uniformly  courteous  to  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  is  efficient,  punctual  and  industrious. 
On  the  3d  of  January,  1869,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Martha  Walton,  of  Mill  Creek 
Township.  Her  birth  occurred  in  Parke  County, 
this  State,  on  the22d  of  May,  1857.  To  their  union 
the  following  children  have  been  given:  Elmer 
Grant,  who  is  his  father's  able  assistant;  Mary, 
Ada  and  Pearl.     Mr.  Elwell  is  a  member  of    that 


honorable  organization,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  En- 
campment, and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  having  passed  all  the  chairs  of  the  order. 
Personally,  and  in  every  private  relation  and 
duty  of  life,  Mr.  Elwell  has  endeavored  to  do  his 
daty.  Liberal,  generous  and  high  minded,  he  is 
an  ideal  public  servant,  and  in  the  everyday 
affairs  of  life  is  true  to  his  convictions,  and  lias  the 
moral  courage  to  express  his  views  when  occasion 
so  demands.  He  is  true  to  his  family,  his  friends 
and  his  country,  and  is  in  every  respect  a  model 
American  citizen. 


3©®@!^M^ 


?]LI  L.  MYERS.  One  of  the  most  striking 
features  in  the  history  of  the  development 
of  Western  communities  is  the  attention 
they  have  given  to  educational  matters,  and 
wherever  a  considerable  settlement  has  been  formed, 
the  village  school  has  been  one  of  the  first  objects 
taken  under  consideration  by  the  community. 
Even  before  the  days  of  the  great  free-school  sys- 
tem, when  the  settlements  were  small  and  the  chil- 
dren scattered,  there  was  an  endeavor  on  the  part 
of  the  pioneer  Western  communities  to  secure  for 
their  children  such  advantages  of  education  as 
were  available.  How  much  better  the  advantages 
of  the  present  day,  and  how  much  interest  is  taken 
in  educational  matters!  Among  the  prominent 
educators  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  stands  the 
name  of  Eli  L.  Myers,  who  for  many  years  has 
been  an  advocate  of  the  best  systems  of  instruction 
and  employs  them. 

Mr.  Myers  was  born  in  Wallace,  in  the  southeast- 
ern part  of  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  August  31,  1850, 
and  is  a  son  of  Job  and  Catherine  (Fine)  Myers, 
both  natives  of  the  old  North  State.  The  par- 
ents came  to  Indiana  in  1829,  but  subsequently 
moved  to  Illinois,  and  there  the  father  resides  at 
the  present  time.  He  is  a  successful  farmer.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Myers,  died  on  this 
farm  when  eighty-two  years  of  age,  and  his  wife 
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died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Jacob  Fine,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
born  there  when  the  family  had  started  back  to 
North  Carolina  on  account  of  Indians,  a  colony  of 
forty-two  having  settled  on  an  adjoining  farm 
near  Jacksonville. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  reared  on  the  old 
farm  adjoining  that  of  his  grandfather's  and  there 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  thirty  years  of 
age,  receiving  a  good  practical  education  at  Wave- 
laud  Academy,  under  Prof.  Kritz.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  lie  began  to  teach  school,  and  continued  to 
instill  knowledge  into  the  youthful  heads  of  the 
future  men  and  women  of  Indiana  for  twenty- 
three  years,  seven  years  in  Montgomery  County 
and  sixteen  years  in  Fountain  County.  Three 
years  of  this  time  he  was  in  the  graded  school  at 
Waynetown  and  three  years  in  the  Veedersburgh 
school.  He  missed  but  one  of  the  twentj'-three 
years  of  school  work,  and  during  that  time  exhib- 
ited the  characteristics  which  have  rendered  him 
distinguished  throughout  his  career,  and  which 
have  made  his  life  a  succession  of  successes. 

Mr.  Myers  was  elected  County  Superintendent 
of  schools  in  Juue,  1891,  b}'  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  has  now  one  hundred  and  forty-two  licensed 
teachers  employed,  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
teachers  in  all.  He  has  visited  nearly  all  the 
schools  in  the  county  and  is  holding  the  teachers 
to  a  strict  conformance  to  a  course  of  study 
adopted  by  the  State  Superintendent  and  is  grading 
the  schools.  About  forty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
have  had  Normal  training.  In  the  enthusias- 
tic pursuit  of  his  chosen  profession,  he  has  awak- 
ened public  sentiment  to  a  higher  appreciation  of 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  good  education, 
and  his  unflagging  zeal  and  ceaseless  devotion  to 
the  promotion  of  educational  improvements  have 
borne  good  results. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1873,  he  married  Miss 
Polly  Wert,  of  Montgomery  County,  born  near 
Alamo,  November  26,  1848,  and  the  daughter  of 
Richard  D.  Wert,  formerly  of  Alamo,  but  now  de- 
ceased. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  have  been  born 
the  following  children,  Lena  L.,  Vinnie  R.,  Edith 
Gay  and  James  H.,  all  bright  and  attractive  chil- 
dren.    Our  subject  and  wife  hold  membership  with 


the  Lutheran  Church  at  Wallace  and  contribute 
liberally  of  their  means  to  its  support.  In  politics 
be  is  an  ardent  Democrat  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Central  Committee  and  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Convention  in  1880.  Mr.  Myers  fills  his 
responsible  position  with  distinguished  ability  and 
a  zeal  born  of  love  for  his  work. 


!^+^l 


EDWARD    BARNES     from    the    very    early 
daj's    was   identified    with    the   history  of 
;  Parke    County,  to  which  he  came  with  his 

parents  in  his  tenth  year,  or  in  1832,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  June  7,  1 822,  in  Mercer  County,  Ky. 
He  was  a  grist  miller  by  trade,  shipping  flour  to 
New  Orleans  on  flatboats.  On  leaving  that  busi- 
ness he  became  a  packer  and  shipper  of  pork  at 
Indianapolis,  but  never  removed  his  family  to 
that  city.  He  remained  there  about  six  years,  or 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  24,  1891.  He 
was  a  commercial  man  of  well-recognized  merit, 
and  held  several  local  offices  in  the  township.  Po- 
litically, he  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  was  justly  esteemed  as  a  man  of 
influence  and  high  standing  in  all  circles. 

On  December  11,  1845,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Edward  Barnes  and  Serepta  Bruin, 
who  was  born  December  12,  1822,  near  the  place 
where  she  now  lives.  Her  parents  were  Daniel 
and  Mary  A.  (Kirkpatrick)  Bruin.  The  former 
was  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Molly  Bruin,  and  the 
great-grandparents  of  Mrs.  Barnes  were  Joseph 
and  Jane  Bruin,  who  were  natives  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  and  came  to  America  in  the  early  Colonial 
days,  settling  in  Virginia.  The  grandfather  took 
part  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  It  is  a  singu- 
lar fact  that  various  members  of  this  family  died 
while  asleep,  and  the  grandfather  slept  for  eigh- 
teen days  previous  to  his  demise.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  was  there  married, 
and  spent  his  life  in  caring  for  his  farm.  His 
family  of  five  children,  Daniel,  William,  Joseph, 
Serepta  and  Keziah,  are  all  deceased.     The  mother 
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of  these  children  lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of 
one  hundred  and  six  years.  In  religious  faith  they 
were  Presbyterians.  Mrs.  Barnes'  father  was  born 
in  Virginia,  and  after  his  marriage  removed  to 
Kentucky,  where  he  learned  the  tanner's  trade, 
and  soon  after  came  to  Indiana,  locating  in  Parke 
County  within  two  miles  of  where  Mrs.  Barnes 
now  lives.  He  followed  his  trade  until*  his  death, 
and  also  carried  on  his  farm  of  about  five  hun- 
dred acres,  situated  in  one  body,  which  he  pur- 
chased of  the  Government.  He  was  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  this  region,  as  he  came  here 
in  1819,  when  the  nearest  white  settlement  was  at 
Ft.  Wayne.  He  reared  his  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren in  the  wilderness  among  the  Indians,  and  of 
this  large  circle  only  Mrs.  Barnes  is  now  living. 
The  father  died  in  1852,  having  passed  his  six- 
tieth year,  and  his  wife  survived  him  about  a 
decade.  Mr.  Bruin  was  a  Baptist  in  belief,  but 
was  not  connected  with  any  church  organization 
in  this  State,  as  there  was  none  within  a  great 
many  miles  of  his  home.  He  was  an  old-line 
Whig. 

Mrs.  Barnes'  school  days  began  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  in  the  rudest  and  most  primitive 
kind  of  schoolhouse,  which  was  three  miles  from  her 
home,  and  where  the  pupils  had  to  pile  brush  for 
fuel  during  the  winter  season.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barnes  were  born  three  children:  Robert,  who  died 
in  April,  1892,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children; 
William,  and  Laura,  deceased,  wife  of  W.  H.  Alex- 
ander, who  left  two  children,  Bessie  and  Eddie, 
who  are  now  living  with  their  grandmother. 


'H<k:3HIH 


WILLIAM 


J^ILLIAM  BROWN,  deceased,  was  born  in 
:r  County,  Ohio,  i  n  1 826,  to  William  R. 
who  in  his  younger  days  was  a 
miller,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  wife  was  known  as  Eliza- 
beth Cornthwait  in  her  maiden  days,  and  after 
her  marriage  with  Mr.  Brown  became  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  who 


all  lived  to  reach  mature  3'ears.  One  son,  Robin- 
son, resides  in  Marion  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth, 
the  eldest  daughter,  lives  with  her  husband  in  this 
county;  Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  Fisher,  also  lives  in 
this  county;  and  Isabel,  the  wife  of  James  Gilons, 
resides  in  Clarke  County,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  at  one  time  a  representative 
farmer,  and  was  a  very  successful  stock-raiser.  He 
received  a  common-school  education  in  the  home 
place,  and  after  farming  for  some  time  he  became 
the  possessor  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
farm  and  bottom  land,  bordering  on  the  Little 
Raccoon  River,  in  Florida  Township.  Up  to  the 
time  of  the  late  Civil  War,  he  was  a  Democrat, 
but  at  that  time  he  found  he  could  support  his 
party's  principles  no  longer,  and  then  cast  his  vote 
with  the  Republican  part}',  to  which  he  firmly  ad- 
hered until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  this  place.  April  6,  1854,  ne  was  married  to 
Miss  Melona  Adams,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  three  daughters,  namely:  Sarah 
J.,  George  W.,  Martha  and  Harriet.  Mrs.  Brown 
survived  but  a  few  years,  and,  after  a  lingering 
illness  of  one  year,  died  September  2,  1867.  Af- 
ter the  decease  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Brown  married 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Hopper,  daughter  of  Azaiiah.  a 
farmer  of  this  count}'.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1840,  in  this  county,  where  she  received 
a  good  education,  and  was  a  successful  teacher  in 
the  public  schools.  By  this  union  have  been  born 
two  daughters:  Julia  E.,  born  November  7,  1870, 
and  the  wife  of  Welsey  Reeder,  a  merchant  of 
Terre  Haute;  and  Ella  Majr,  who  was  born  May  8, 
1874,  and  is  the  wife  of  Lawrence  O.  Gray,  whose 
sketch  appears  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeder 
have  one  son,  Harold  B.,  born  April  4,  1892. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Brown  was  a  Miss  Nancy 
Dudney,  a  native  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  with 
her  parents  came  to  Indiana  in  an  early  day.  She 
was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  was  well 
educated.  She  was  a  good  wife  and  mother,  de- 
voted to  her  home  and  family,  and  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  She  died  July 
6,  1889.  Mr.  Brown  was  of  English  lineage,  his 
parents  both  being  of  English  birth,  and  when 
they  came  to   Indiana  their  son  William   was  fif* 
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teen  years  of  age.  Upon  arriving  in  Indiana,  they 
settled  on  a  part  of  the  present  homestead,  then  a 
vast  wilderness,  and  by  hard  labor  and  many  pri- 
vations they  succeeded  in  converting  this  into  an 
improved  farm. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Brown  was  drafted  into 
the  service,  but  the  stiife  was  ended  before  he  was 
called  upon  to  act.  He  was  an  indulgent  father, 
a  loving  husband,  and  had  a  host  of  warm  friends. 
His  death,  which  occurred  in  the  year  1892,  was 
deeply  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  the  be- 
reaved family  were  the  recipients  of  sympathy  and 
condolence  from  the  entire  community.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  poem  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  this 
deceased  gentleman: 

"Our  home  is  darkened  by  a  cloud  of  gloom, 

The  shadow  resting  o'er  an  open  tomb; 

Our  father  has  gained  the  Eternal  height, 

And,  stepping  heaven  ward,  disappeared  from  sight, 

Leaving  to  us  from  that  bright  land  afar 

But  gleams  of  glory  through  the  Gales  Ajar; 

A  community's  love,  its  tender  care, 

Cannot  assuage  the  grief  these  stricken  ones  must 

bear. 
'Tis  He  alone,  the  Christian's  hope  and  stay, 
Can  heal  the  wounds  and  wipe  the  tears  away." 


ypILLIAM  A.  WRIGHT,  a  progressive  citi- 
zen and  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Foun- 
W$  tain  County,  Ind.,  is  now  residing  upon 
the  farm  where  in  1852,  just  two-score  years  ago, 
he  was  born.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  one,  its  va- 
rious interests  being  closely  identified  with  the 
growtli  and  enterpiise  of  his  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. To  his  earnest  efforts,  hearty  aid  and  active 
co-operation  with  other  energetic  workers  for  the 
public  welfare,  many  of  the  most  substantial  im- 
provements of  his  locality  are  due.  Appreciating 
the  efficient  service  of  our  subject,  his  old-time 
friends  and  neighbors  in  1890  elected  him  Trus- 
tee of  Richland  Township,  a  position  whose  du- 
ties he  is  well  qualified  to  discharge  with  honor 
and  ability. 

The  father  of  William  A.  Wright  was  born  upon 


mid-ocean,  and  ma}'  therefore  be  said  to  have 
been  a  man  without  a  native  country.  His  father 
and  mother,  the  paternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject, emigrated  from  Ireland  in  the  veiy  early 
part  of  this  century.  William  Wright  was  an 
ambitious  man,  and  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  world  beyond  the  seas.  Ireland  was  his  na- 
tive home  and  the  birthplace  of  his  wife  and 
little  daughter  Jane.  Early  associations  and  pleas- 
ant recollections  bound  them  to  the  place  of  their 
nativity,  but  the  hope  of  bettering  their  condi- 
tion cheered  them  as  they  beheld  the  shores  of 
Erin 's  Isle  recede  from  their  wTatchful  view.  While 
journe3'ing  across  the  broad  Atlantic  in  1803,  the 
little  family  was  increased  in  numbers  b}-  the  birth 
of  a  fine,  lusty  boy,  whom  his  happy  parents  named 
Thomas.  The  extra  passenger  arrived  safely  with 
his  parents  and  sister  in  New  York,  but  the  fam- 
ily remained  in  the  Empire  State  only  a  brief  time. 
They  first  settled  in  Virginia,  later  removed  to 
Maryland,  and  finally  located  in  Warren  County, 
Ohio.  To  this  family  were  afterward  added  two 
sons,  Samuel  and  William. 

Thomas  Wright,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver  from  his  father, 
who  had  served  his  apprenticeship  in  old  Ireland, 
and  well  understood  the  business.  Weavers  were 
in  demand,  and  employment  at  excellent  remu- 
neration was  easily  obtainable.  In  1828  Thomas 
Wright  and  Elizabeth  Snider  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Two  children  were  born  unto  them,  and 
Ezra  still  survives  and  resides  in  Warren  County, 
Ind.  Mrs.  Wright  did  not  live  many  years,  and 
Mr.  Wright  again  married,  this  lady,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  being  Miss  Martha  Rohrer,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Rohrer.  In  1840  Thomas  Wright 
came  with  his  family  to  Indiana  and  located  in 
Fountain  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  but  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade 
until  within  a  few  years  of  his  death.  Four  children 
of  the  second  marriage  brightened  the  home  with 
their  presence,  viz.:  Henry,  now  deceased;  Mary 
J.,  who  has  been  twice  married,  and  resides  in  Ne- 
braska; William  A.,  our  subject;  and  Melissa,  wife 
of  Joseph  H.  Miller,  of  Sterling. 

William  A.  Wright  enjoyed  the  full  advantages 
of  the    public  schools   and   completed    his  educa- 
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tion  in  the  State  Normal  Institution,  and  there 
prepared  himself  for  the  profession  of  teaching. 
As  an  instructor,  our  subject  gave  satisfaction 
and  taught  for  some  time,  but  finallj-  devoted 
himself  to  the  varied  cares  and  duties  of  farming 
life.  He  owns  about  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
acres,  all  well  improved,  and  much  of  it  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Wright  is  a  well- 
informed  citizen,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
both  national  and  local  politics.  His  affiliations 
are  with  the  Democratic  party,  of  which  he  is  a 
firm  supporter.  Fraternally,  our  subject  is  con- 
nected with  the  Ancient  Free  <fc  Accepted  Masons, 
and  is  also  a  Knight  Templar.  In  both  of  these 
associations  he  has  many  friends,  and,  widely 
known  throughout  the  county,  commands  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  entire  business  com- 
munitj'.  Mr.  Wright  has  traveled  extensively  in 
the  United  States,  and  visited  Europe  in  1889, 
traveling  in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland  and 
France.  He  has  attended  four  expositions,  viz.: 
the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia  in 
1876,  the  Cotton  Exposition  at  New  Orleans  in 
1885,  the  Paris  Exposition  in  1889,  and  the  Co- 
lumbian Exposition  in  1893. 


W^f)  P-  MARCH,  editor  of  the  Peabody  Graphic, 
Ik^f  was  born  April  10,  1873,  near  Lawrence, 
^  w  Kan.,  where  he  lived  until  six  years  of  age 
at  which  time  his  parents  removed  to  Sum- 
ner County  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Dixon 
Township.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  M.  L.  and 
M.  E.  March,  were  identified  with  the  early  set- 
tlement and  educational  interests  of  their  commu- 
nity and  the  founding  of  the  present  city  of 
Argonia.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  our  subject 
entered  the  office  of  the  Argonia  Clipper,  where 
lie  served  as  an  apprentice,  after  which  he  worked 
in  different  offices  at  Wellington,  in  the  mean- 
time learning  telegraphy. 

In    1890  Mr.  March    joined  the  Wichita  Typo- 
graphical Union   No.  148,  but  soon  left  that  place 


to  take  a  position  as  telegraph  operator  with  the 
Santa  Fe  Railroad  at  Argonia.  He  has  worked  all 
over  this  system  for  a  period  covering  three  years, 
and  was  also  employed  with  the  Atlantic  &  Pa- 
cific Railroad  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona.  In 
the  fall  of  1891  he  returned  to  Wichita  and  worked 
on  the  Wichita  Daily  Eagle  until  May  1,  1892,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  Peabody,  and  is  now  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  Graphic. 


^^RANCIS  II.  MILLER  occupies  an    irapor- 

Pjj  tant  place  in  the  annals  of  Fountain 
County  as  one  whose  name  is  inseparably 
connected  with  the  rise  and  steady  growth  of  the 
enterprising  and  thriving  village  of  Veedersburgh, 
of  which  he  was  the  pioneer  merchant,  and  where 
he  is  still  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  provision 
business,  enjoying  a  large  and  lucrative  trade. 
He  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Rockville  April 
22,  1843.  His  father,  also  named  Francis,  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  family  is  of  German  origin.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  the  Rev. 
William  Miller,  who  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Montezuma,  in  Parke  County,  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  which  was  brought  to  a 
close  when  our  subject  was  a  small  child. 

Francis  Miller,  Sr.,  went  to  Ohio  after  he  had 
completed  his  education  in  his  native  State,  and 
he  was  there  married  to  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
William  Powers.  He  and  his  wife  set  out  on 
horseback  to  seek  a  new  home  in  the  untrodden 
wilds  of  Indiana  in  the  year  1828.  Much  of  their 
way  led  through  forests  in  which  there  were  no 
roads,  and  they  were  guided  by  the  blazes  on 
trees  cut  by  some  Indian  or  frontiersman.  They 
at  last  arrived  at  Crawfordsville,  which  then  had 
but  two  or  three  houses,  and  they  were  among 
the  first  to  settle  in  Montgomery  County.  Mr. 
Miller  became  one  of  the  pioneers  in  business  at 
Crawfordsville,  keeping  a  general  merchandise 
store   and  an    hotel    for    the    accommodation    of 
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wayfarers,  people  searching  for  suitable  locations, 
etc.  From  that  town  he  went  to  Roekville,  where 
he  also  carried  on  a  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness. Removing  thence  to  Montezuma,  he  died 
in  that  place  in  1847,  when  scarcely  past  the 
prime  of  life.  He  was  an  honored  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  an  Elder  therein,  and  his  death 
was  a  loss  to  the  community.  He  was  the  father 
of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity 
except  one,  Arthur,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  four 
are  still  living:  William  P.,  a  resident  of  Ridge- 
ville,  Ind.;  Francis  H.,  of  Veedersburgb ;  John 
O.,  a  resident  of  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.;  and  D.  J., 
who  conducts  a  wholesale  notion  business  on  the 
road  in  a  large  notion  wagon,  and  resides  at  Vee- 
dersDurgh. 

Our  subject  was  only  four  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  his  mother  then  removed  with 
her  family  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  where  her 
husband  had  entered  land  from  the  Government. 
There  the  child  passed  his  boyhood  and  received 
his  education  in  the  local  public  schools.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  the  manly,  self-reliant  youth  went 
to  Charleston,  111.,  to  engage  in  farming,  and  re- 
mained there  two  and  a-half  years.  He  then  en- 
tered the  High  School  at  Pcrrysville,  Vermillion 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  pursued  a  thorough  course 
of  stud3_.  Returning  to  his  native  State,  he  en- 
listed at  Perrysville  March  10,  1863,  being  then 
not  twenty  years  of  age,  and  in  the  trying  times 
that  followed  on  Southern  battlefields  gave  abun- 
dant proof  of  patriotic  and  efficient  soldiership. 
He  was  a  member  of  Company  K,  Seventy-tirst 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  first  engaged  in  guard- 
ing prisoners  at  Camp  Morton,  at  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  for  four  months.  He  and  his  comrades  were 
then  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  bold  rebel  leader,  John 
Morgan,  who  was  making  one  of  his  famous  raids. 
The  regiment  returned  from  that  lively  chase  to 
Indianapolis  to  recuperate,  and  from  there  was 
sent  to  the  front  as  cavalry.  It  bore  a  conspicu- 
ous part  in  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  fought  with 
the  rebels  up  and  down  the  valley,  followed  them 
to  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  and  finally  drove 
them  out  of  the  State.  The  next  spring  Mr. 
Miller  and  his  fellow-soldiers  were  sent  on  the 
Atlanta    campaign   with    Gen.  Sherman,  and  par- 


ticipated actively  in  all  the  engagements  with  the 
enemy  on  the  way.  They  then  accompanied  Gen. 
Stoneman  on  his  raid  into  Macon,  Ga.,  to  relieve 
or  capture  our  officers  who  were  confined  in  prison 
at  that  city.  Our  subject  was  captured  there  by 
the  rebels,  who  gave  him  a  taste  of  life  in  Ander- 
son ville  Prison.  He  remained  within  its  loath- 
some walls  two  and  a-half  months,  and  was  then 
sent  to  Florence,  S.  C,  where  he  was  imprisoned 
a  month  and  a-half,  and  after  that  he  was  ex- 
changed, in  December,  1864.  He  was  sent  home 
on  parole,  and  staid  there  until  Lincoln  called  in 
all  the  soldiers  who  were  out  on  furloughs.  He 
reported  for  duty  at  Edgefield,  Ky.,  and  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war  he  acted  as  body-o-uard 
to  Gen.  R.  W.  Johnson.  He  was  discharged  from 
the  service  September  15,  1865,  having  won  a 
noble  military  record  as  one  of  the  brave  and 
faithful  defenders  of  the  Old  Flag.  He  had  many 
narrow  escapes  from  death  while  in  the  thick  of 
battle,  but,  although  his  clothes  were  shot  through 
several  times,  he  was  never  wounded. 

After  he  left  the  army  Mr.  Miller  lived  for 
a  while  at  Perrysville,  and  then  went  to  Monte- 
zuma to  clerk  in  a  general  store.  In  the  sprino- 
of  1866  he  established  himself  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  at  Waterman,  in  Parke  County. 
He  was  married  while  there  to  Miss  Lucinda  E., 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Hale,  of  Parke  County,  who 
came  originally  from  New  York.  Mr.  Miller  con- 
tinued at  Waterman  until  the  spring  of  1872,  and 
then  went  to  Veedersburgh,  which  was  in  its  in- 
fancy, with  not  a  house  yet  completed.  Here  he 
entered  the  drug  business,  and  it  is  due  as  much 
to  the  energy  and  progressive  business  spirit  that 
our  subject  has  displayed  as  to  that  of  anj-  other 
man  that  the  village  has  assumed  its  present  size 
and  importance  as  a  prosperous  and  growing  vil- 
lage. He  has  been  in  active  business  here  ever 
since  he  settled  here  twenty  3'ears  ago,  with  the 
exception  of  a  short  time  that  he  had  to  retire  on 
account  of  ill-health.  He  then  entered  the  gro- 
cery business,  and  has  built  up  the  best  grocery 
trade  in  town. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  a  pleasant  home, 
which  has  been  graced  by  two  children:  Edith  C, 
who  is  thirteen  years  of   age;  and  Francis  Hugh, 
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who  is  five  years  old.  Two  of  their  children, 
Mabel  and  Robert  H.,  died  of  diphtheria  six  years 
ago. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  in  high  standing  of 
the  Christian  Church,  in  which  he  has  officiated 
as  Deacon  for  five  years,  and  he  was  at  one  time 
Elder  of  the  church  three  years.  He  is  prominent 
socially  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Grand 
Army  post,  with  which  he  is  identified  as  Quarter- 
master at  present,  and  of  which  he  was  Com- 
mander three  terms;  and  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  Masonic  Lodge  No. 
491,  of  Veedersburgh,  and  was  the  first  Junior 
Warden  of  the  lodge.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


ffiOHN  N.  SHARON.  No  worthy  reference 
to  the  agricultural  or  stock-raising  affairs 
of  Fountain  County  would  be  complete 
without  mention  of  Mr.  Sharon,who,  among 
others,  is  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  Besides  this, 
he  enjoys  to  an  unlimited  extent  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  is  "one  of 
the  influential  men  of  the  county.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Scott  County,  in  the  grand  old  State  of 
Kentucky,  October  9,  1828,  and  his  parents,  J.  F. 
and  Elizabeth  (Sutton)  Sharon,  were  also  natives 
of  Scott  County,  Ky.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Hugh  Sharon,  was  a  native  Kentuckian,  and  for 
six  months  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Of  the  children  born  to  our  subject's  parents: 
James  S.,  born  in  Kentucky,  was  married  to  Miss 
Patty  Bailey,  whose  father  was  a  very  prominent 
farmer  of  Scott  County,  Ky.  They  have  seven 
children.  Hugh  S.  was  born  in  Scott  County, 
Ky.,  married,  and  died  in  the  year  1880.  W.  was 
born  in  Scott  County,  Ky.,  and  married  Miss  Lu- 
cinda  Preble,  who  bore  him  five  children.  He  is 
now  a  farmer  of  Harlan  County,  Ky.  Elizabeth, 
born  in  Scott  County,  Ky.,  married  J.  B.  Preble,  a 


farmer,  and  has  two  children.  Nancjr,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Scott  County,  married  Thomas  C.  Penich,  of 
Virginia,  a  farmer,  and  they  have  seven  children. 
Rebecca,  born  in  Scott  County,  married,  and  has 
three  children.  Martha,  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
married  Griffin  Cox,  a  farmer  of  Henry  County, 
and  they  have  three  children.  Nathaniel,  born  in 
Scott  County,  married  Harriet  Reeds,  and  now  re- 
sides on  a  farm  in  that  county.  He  has  five 
children. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  the  sec- 
ond time,  this  wife  being  Miss  Mary  Bailey,  and 
of  their  children,  Robert,  born  in  Scott  County, 
was  married  to  a  Miss  Bonds,  and  they  have 
three  children.  He  is  a  farmer.  M.  was  born  in 
Scott  Count}',  Ky.,  married  John  Young,  a  farmer, 
and  has  three  children.  Almira,  born  in  ocott 
County,  married  John  Barnhill,  a  farmer,  and  has 
one  child.  Benjamin,  also  of  Scott  Count}',  Ky., 
married  and  has  three  children.  Robert  and  Na- 
than, both  natives  of  Scott  County,  enlisted  in  the 
army,  one  in  the  Confederate  and  the  other  in  the 
Federal  army.  The  former  served  under  Gen. 
Johnston  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Ft.  Donelson. 
Both  were  taken   prisoners. 

Our  subject  started  out  in  life  a  poor  boy,  and 
what  he  has  accumulated  in  the  way  of  this 
world's  goods  is  the  result  of  his  perseverance  and 
energy.  He  is  wide-awake  and  thorougli-going, 
and  is  prominently  identified  with  all  movements 
for  the  advancement  and  progress  of  the  county. 
He  began  life  for  himself  by  working  by  the  year 
on  a  farm,  but  subsequently  became  overseer  for 
James  Kelley,  of  Henry  County,  Ky.,  and  later 
still  clerked  in  a  store.  This  was  during  the  war, 
and  he  had  many  experiences  with  the  Confeder- 
ates, who  stole  $1,000  worth  of  his  goods.  After 
the  war  our  subject  removed  to  Fountain  County, 
Ind.,  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  at  $50  per 
acre,  and  began  clearing  it  of  the  wood  with 
which  it  was  covered.  He  now  has  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  well-improved  land,  and  on 
this  he  erected  a  good  residence  of  seven  rooms 
in  1877,  at  a  cost  of  $1,400,  and  has  since  made 
many  improvements. 

Mr.  Sharon  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss  Am- 
elia Cox,  a  native  of  Henry  County,  Ky.,  and  the 
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daughter  of  Robert  Cox.  She  is  now  deceased. 
One  child,  George  Sharon,  was  born  to  this  union, 
but  he  died  in  California.  Our  subject's  second 
union  was  with  Miss  Hannah  Carnagy,  who  was 
born  in  18:31,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Carnagy,  now  a  resident  of  Fountain  County, 
this  State.  One  child  was  born  of  this  union, 
Ella  D.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, 1871.  She  is  being  well  educated.  Mrs. 
Sharon  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  an  active  worker  in  the  same.  Mr.  Sharon 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  one 
of  the  county's  representative  men. 


j*p^  AMUEL  CLARK,  Treasurer  of  Fountain 
^^£  Count)',  Ind.,  is  one  who  has  been  long  and 
I'LOP  w0l'thily  identified  with  Fountain  County, 
and  indeed  no  history  of  this  immediate 
vicinity  would  be  complete  which  failed  to  make 
proper  mention  of  Mr.  Clark,  who  was  originally 
from  Warren  County,  Ind.,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred near  the  old  town  of  Independence,  Decem- 
ber 6,  1831.  His  parents  were  Hon.  Samuel  D. 
and  Elizabeth  (Beard)  Clark,  both  of  whom  were 
born  iu  the  Buckeye  State,  the  former  removing 
from  Miami  Count}-,  of  that  State,  to  Warren  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  in  1825,  his  death  occurring  in  1860,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  Warren  County  and 
was  its  first  Judge.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Leg- 
islature when  the  State  adopted  public  improve- 
ment systems,  such  as  canals,  etc. 

Samuel  Clark  resided  at  home  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  duties  of  the  farm  until  he  attained 
to  manhood,  when  he  followed  the  same  occupa- 
tion on  his  own  account  until  1862,  after  which 
he  was  elected  by  his  numerous  Democratic fiiends 
to  the  position  of  Sheriff  of  Warren  County,  and 
he  soon  after  took  up  his  residence  in  Williamsport, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  two  years.  In  that 
county  the  Republican  majority  was   usually   niue 


hundred,  and  Mr.  Clark's  popularity  was  shown 
by  his  election  to  the  office.  In  1865  he  moved 
to  Attica,  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business,  which  he  continued  with 
success  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  winning  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  by  his  upright  and  honora- 
ble business  methods  and  by  his  geniality,  kind- 
ness of  heart,  courtesy  and  desire  to  accommodate 
and  please  his  patrons. 

In  1885  our  subject  turned  his  attention  to  the 
manufacture  of  hard-wood  lumber,  and  very  suc- 
cessfully conducted  a  saw,  planing  and  finishing 
mill,  at  the  same  time  devoting  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  grain  business,  which  he  found  a 
profitable  source  of  revenue.  His  industry,  perse- 
verance and  intelligence  have  been  intelligently 
applied,  and  have  achieved  a  result  which  could 
only  have  been  gained  by  having  one  object  in 
view  and  improving  every  opportunity  to  ulti- 
mately attain  that  object.  The  mill  and  lumber 
business  he  still  conducts,  and  he  is  also  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  railroad  and  bridge  timbers.  He  is 
a  wide-awake  man  of  affairs,  and  has  always  mani- 
fested a  considerable  interest  in  politics,  but  never 
to  the  detriment  of  his  business.  He  has  been  a 
Councilman  of  Attica  for  six  years,  and  in  1890 
was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  the  posi- 
tion of  County  Treasurer  over  Tom  Harvey,  a 
leading  wagon  manufacturer  of  Attica,  with  a  ma- 
jority of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two,  after  a  thor- 
ough canvass.  He  has  also  served  as  a  member  of 
the  County  Central  Committee  for  about  fifteen 
years,  has  been  a  delegate  to  district  and  State 
conventions,  and,  always  active  in  part)'  organiza- 
tions and  in  its  interests,  has  wielded  much  influ- 
ence. Upon  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  pres- 
ent office  he  gave  bond  for  §200,000. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  1855,  Mr.  Clark  was 
married  in  Warren  County,  Ind.,  to  Miss  Rosetla 
Hall,  also  a  native  of  that  county,  born  January 
8,  1832,  and  who  died  on  the  21st  of  November, 
1890.  Her  father,  Robert  Hall,  had  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided  until 
about  1845,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Warren 
County,  Ind. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  two  children  were  born. 
Orrie,  Deputy  County  Treasurer,  was  born  Novem- 
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ber  26,  1856,  was  educated  in  the  State  Univer- 
sity, although  not  a  graduate,  and  for  some  time 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  grain  business. 
From  1878  to  1884  he  was  on  the  Texas  and  Colo- 
rado plains  in  the  cattle  business,  his  ranch  being 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  Lone  Star  State. 
He  conducted  this  business  on  an  extensive  scale, 
and  his  operations  met  with  good  results.  Lillie 
is  at  home  and  is  her  father's  housekeeper.  Mr. 
Clark  erected  a  substantial  residence  in  Covington, 
and  he  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  competency  which 
is  the  result  of  his  own  earnest  endeavors  and 
right  living.  He  has  been  a  member  of  Williams- 
port  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  since  1861,  and  his  son 
Orrie  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  The 
latter  was  married  April  21,  1881,  to  Miss  Laura 
McMasters,  a  native  of  Lockport,  N.  Y. 


0™ 

5^^   ranks 


LIVER  H.  JONES,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
physicians  of  Montgomery  County,  and 
iks  at  the  head  of  the  profession.  In 
other  ways  Dr.  Jones  has  become  prominent  in  the 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  was 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  scheme  which  had 
for  its  object  the  management  of  the  electric-light 
plant  by  the  city. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  two  miles 
from  Crawfordsville,  Montgomeiy  County,  Ind., 
August  2(1,  1843.  He  was  the  son  of  Daniel  and 
Margaret  (Skillman)  Jones,  both  from  Butler 
County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Jones,  Sr.,  was  a  wagon- 
builder  by  trade,  and  in  1832  he  removed  into 
Indiana,  but  here  he  became  an  extensive  farmer. 
A  public-spirited  man,  he  was  always  active  in 
measures  for  the  public  good,  and  for  many  years 
was  President  of  the  old  Montgomery  County 
Agricultural  Society.  His  death  occurred  in  1880, 
when  he  was  seventy-two  years  of  age,  and  his 
wife  had  preceded  him  four  years.  The  family  of 
children  were  seven  boys  and  two  girls,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  seventh  child. 


At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  Mr.  Jones  left  the' 
farm.  His  had  been  the  experience  of  many  an- 
other ambitious  lad,  studying,  and  working, some- 
times at  fanning,  and  then  at  carpenter  work,  un- 
til he  could  teach  school,  and  then  waiting  for  the 
right  opening  into  the  desired  path.  This  open- 
ing came  for  Mr.  Jones  when  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old.  He  had  attended  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment of  Wabash  College,  and  then  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  McClelland  (now  deceased),  and  en- 
joyed his  instruction  until  he  was  prepared  for 
college.  He  took  his  first  course  of  lectures  in  the 
winter  of  1873-74,  at  the  Medical  College  at  In- 
dianapolis, and  then  took  the  course  at  the  Miami 
Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  from  there 
March  1,  1875.  The  following  month  he  opened 
an  office  at  Mace,  in  Montgomery  County,  and 
continued  there  for  ten  years,  having  an  exten- 
sive practice.  In  1885  he  changed  his  location  to 
Crawfordsville  and  has  practiced  through  the 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  County  and 
State  Medical  Societies,  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  has  represented  the  different  so- 
cieties at  St.  Paul  in  1882,  and  at  Washington  in 
1883. 

In  political  affairs  Dr.  Jones  has  been  veiy  ac- 
tive, and  supports  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was 
elected  to  the  City  Council  in  1890,  over  an  old 
member,  Dr.  Duncan,  and  at  once  took  a  firm  stand 
in  favor  of  the  city  owning  and  operating  her 
own  electric-light  plant,  which  has  proven  to  be 
such  a  boon  to  the  city.  His  interest  has  been 
shown  in  many  other  ways,  and  he  has  been  one 
of  those  favoring  the  electric  fire  alarm.  All  of 
his  acts  have  fully  exemplified  his  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  city. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Jones  took  place  April  26, 
1866,  to  Miss  Abbie  Morris,  but  this  union  was 
severed  b\'  her  death  in  1885.  In  1887,  Dr.  Jones 
married  Miss  Mary  Johnson,  the  accomplished 
lady  who  is  now  his  wife.  Her  home  was  Frank- 
lin, Ind.,  and  now  the  residence  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  is  at  No.  410  South  Washington  Street, 
Crawfordsville.  They  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  the  Doctor  holds 
the  position  of  Steward.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a  lady  of 
great  refinement  and  culture,  who  has  a  talent  for 
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artistic  work,  and  she  is  also  known  in  literary  cir- 
cles. Her  oil  paintings  have  excited  much  admira- 
tion, and  show  much  talent.  For  fifteen  years 
Dr.  Jones  has  held  membership  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Uniformed  Rank,  in  which  he  has  passed 
the  chairs,  and  he  has  been  a  Representative  to 
the  Grand  Lodge.  Dr.  Jones  also  affiliates  fra- 
ternally with  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  enjoy  social  prominence   in  the  city. 


^=H>*<! 


ELIJAH  L.  VAN  CLEAVE,  M.  D.,  was  born 
near  Waveland,  Ind.,  September  12,  1855. 
His  father,  Aaron  M.  Van  Cleave,  was  a 
farmer  of  the  representative  class,  owning  a  large 
tract  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  fertile  acres.  Af- 
ter a  successful  career  in  the  agricultural  line,  he 
died,  November  17,  1882.  The  Doctor's  mother 
was  Elizabeth  Hallett  in  her  maiden  days,  and  was 
born  in  Kentucky  in  the  year  1825.  She  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  of  whom  but  four  are 
living:  Thomas  F.,  who  resides  at  Crawfordsville, 
Ind.;  the  Doctor;  Henry  D.,  a  prominent  attor- 
ney of  Crawfordsville;  and  William,  who  has 
chosen  for  his  vocation  in  life  that  of  the  farmer. 
Our  subject  in  choosing  his  professional  career 
had  many  obstacles  to  overcome,  but,  nothing 
daunted,  he  started  out  to  accomplish  his  one 
grand  desire  in  life.  With  only  a  common-school 
education,  and  $50  of  borrowed  money  in  his 
pocket,  he  made  his  start  by  entering  the  Normal 
Institute  at  Ladoga,  Ind.  Remaining  there  ten 
weeks,  he  returned  to  his  father's  home  with  a 
license  in  his  pocket,  entitling  him  to  teach  school 
for  six  months,  and  of  this  diploma  he  was  justly 
proud,  as  he  was  then  only  twenty  years  of  age. 

By  teaching  in  the  winter  months  and  attend- 
ing school  during  the  summer  for  about  five  years 
he  managed  to  acquire  a  good  literary  education, 
and  at  his  own  expense,  without  aid  whatever 
fiom  anyone.  During  the  last  ten  years  of  the 
Doctor's  teaching,  he  spent  every  leisure  moment 
in   studying    medicine   with   Dr.  A.  T.  Steel,  of 


Waveland.  He  entered  the  Ohio  Medical  Col- 
lege at  Cincinnati,  and  after  two  years'  close  study 
he  was  graduated  with  honors,  March  1,  1883. 

Thus  we  have  in  Dr.  Van  Cleave  a  living  ex- 
ample of  what  a  young  man  of  pluck,  persever- 
ance and  energy  can  do  if  he  conscientiously  and 
earnestly  tries.  How  well  this  self-made  citizen 
has  succeeded  in  life  can  best  be  shown  by  his 
present  high  standing  in  the  medical  profession  as 
a  physician  and  surgeon.  Our  subject  has  many 
friends  in  the  town  of  Catlin,  where  he  first  set- 
tled to  practice  his  profession  through  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  the  citizens  of  this  place. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  of  a  domes- 
tic nature,  and  is  proud  of  his  ability  to  overcome 
all  obstacles  that  are  hindrances  to  him  in  his 
pathway  to  success  and  happiness.  As  a  compan- 
ion in  life  he  chose  Miss  Laura  Riggs,  to  whom  he 
was  married  on  the  28th  of  August,  1884,  and  it  is 
to  her  that  the  Doctor  owes  much  of  his-  success. 
Her  father,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Parke 
County,  is  yet  living,  while  her  mother  passed  to 
the  unknown  world  in  June,  1881,  leaving  seven 
children:  Henry,  John,  Frank,  Chauncey  and  Bert, 
all  of  whom  reside  in  Redmond,  III.;  Mrs.  Van 
Cleave;  and  Minnie,  who  makes  her  home  in  the 
Doctor's  family. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  fond 
parents  of  one  daughter,  Ethel,  who  was  born 
May  8,  1886.  The  Doctor  is  a  strong  adherent  to 
the  principles  advocated  by  the  Democratic  party, 
and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order,  being  Master  of  Catlin  Lodge  No.  402.  He 
is  President  of  the  Parke  County  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Since  the  above  was  written,  the  Doctor  has 
purchased  a  fine  residence  and  removed  to  Rock- 
ville. 


>.     i    qJ$| 
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WJLLIAM  MYERS,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  early  agriculturists  of  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  and  now  a  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Ladoga,  is  a  native  of  Roanoke  County, 
Va.     In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  this 
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county  was  called  Botetourt,  and  it  was  thus  desig- 
nated when,  in  1816,  our  subject  was  boin.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  William  Myers  was  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  and  made  the  long,  wearisome, 
and  often  dangerous  passage  across  the  Atlantic 
in  the  slow  sailing-vessels,  almost  the  only  mediums 
of  transportation  to  America  in  those  days. 

Landing  safely  upon  the  shores  of  the  New 
World,  it  was  not  long  before  the  sturdy  German 
emigrant  received  employment  and  made  for  him- 
self a  comfortable  and  happy  home  among  the 
colonists,  who  gladly  welcomed  all  frugal,  indus- 
trious, honest  new-comers  to  their  midst.  Among 
the  family  which  gathered  in  the  home  of  this  an- 
cestor of  our  subject  was  his  son  John,  who  served 
as  a  teamster  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  John 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  his  native  State 
was  the  stage  upon  which  occurred  many  of  the 
most  important  events  of  our  National  history. 

Amid  the  stirring  scenes  of  war  and  perilous 
adventure  John  Myers  arrived  at  mature  age  and 
entered  into  matrimony  with  Miss  Katherine 
Hants,  also  a  native  of  the  Quaker  State,  who  be- 
came the  mother  of  William  Myers,  our  subject. 
After  a  time  they  journeyed  with  their  family  to 
the  new  State  of  Indiana,  and  located  upon  sec- 
tion 24,  just  west  of  Ladoga.  The  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  was  mainly  unimproved, 
but  yielded  to  its  careful  cultivation  an  excellent 
return. 

Our  subject  on  reaching  manhood  was  married 
in  1836  or  1837  to  Miss  Lydia  Harshbarger,  who 
came  with  her  father,  Jacob  Harshbarger,  to  Mont- 
gomery Count}'  in  1831.  This  lady  was  one  of  a 
well-known  family  of  eight  children,  and  has  her- 
self become  the  mother  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom,  three  daughters  and  two  sons,  are  yet  liv- 
ing. Salome  C.  was  married  to  John  Graybill,  and 
resides  in  the  State  of  Kansas;  Lizzie  became  the 
wife  of  Frank  Franz,  and  died  leaving  two  children, 
Winnie  and  Lou;  Daniel  is  a  resident  of  Clark 
Township;  Amanda  married  M.  C.  Williams,  and 
died  leaving  two  children,  Gertrude  and  Edwin; 
Mary  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Gill,  a  resident  of 
Butler  County,  Kan.;  J.  Franz  lives  in  Montgomery 
County,  Iud.;  and  Alice  is  the  wife  of  William 
Baldwin,  now  living  in  Clark  Township. 


J.  Franz,  the  youngest  son  of  our  subject,  re- 
ceived excellent  educational  advantages  in  the 
Asbury,  now  Depauw, University,  located  in  Green- 
castle,  Ind.  He  entered  this  institution  of  learn- 
ing in  1870,  and  attended  regularly  three  years, 
finishing  the  preparatory  course  and  remaining 
through  the  freshman  year.  Returning  home,  he 
desired  to  establish  himself  in  some  profitable  avo- 
cation in  life,  and  as  he  had  already  acquired  ex- 
perience in  agriculture  engaged  in  1875  in  farm- 
ing. He  was  prospered,  and  has  already  accumu- 
lated a  valuable  property,  consisting  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land,  highly  im- 
proved and  yearly  increasing  in  estimated  worth. 

In  1877,  J.  Franz  Myers  and  Miss  Sarah  O'Neall 
were  married  and  carried  with  them  into  their 
home  the  hearty  and  best  vvishes  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  relatives.  Mrs.  Myers  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Abijah  O'Neall,  an  old  resident  of  Mounts- 
ville  County,  where  his  children  were  reared.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Myers  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  their 
son  Franz.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Presb}'- 
terian  Church,  and  are  active  in  its  benevolent, 
social  and  religious  duties.  They  are  all  interested 
in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs,  and  Mr.  Myers,  al- 
though not  an  active  politician  in  the  full  signifi- 
cance of  the  term,  is  well  posted  in  national  and 
local  affairs,  and  casts  his  vote  with  the  Republi- 
can party. 


e-^-H^ 


WILLIAM  S.  BRINEY,  who  has  long  been 
one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Shawnee 
Township,  his  homestead  being  on  section 
29,  is  one  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  Fountain 
County.  He  came  here  when  a  boy,  and  has  aided 
in  its  agricultural  development  as  well  as  wit- 
nessed the  most  of  its  growth  from  the  wilderness 
in  which  his  parents  settled.  His  father  was  Mark 
Briney,  an  early  settler  of  the  county,  who  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  He  was  of 
German  parentage,  and  when  the  family  removed 
to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  when    he   was    ten   years 
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old,  lie  could  not  speak  a  word  of  English.  When 
a  young  man  he  fought  in  the  War  of  1812.  and 
was  present  at  the  siege  of  Ft.  Meigs,  which  had 
been  built  and  was  commanded  by  Gen.  Harrison, 
whom  the  English  general,  Proctor,  tried  in  vain 
to  make  surrender. 

Mark  Briney  was  married  during  his  residence 
in  Butler  County  (where  he  had  grown  to  man- 
hood), Miss  Phebe  Stephenson  becoming  his  wife. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  Stephenson,  of 
Butler  County,  who  had  gone  there  in  the  early 
years  of  its  settlement  from  Trenton,  N.  J.  After 
marriage  the  Brineys  lived  in  Darke  County, 
Ohio,  some  five  years,  the  husband  being  engaged 
in  clearing  land.  Returning  to  Butler  County, 
they  remained  there  until  1831,  and  on  the  6th 
of  October,  of  that  year,  started  Westward  to  cast 
in  their  fortunes  with  the  pioneers  of  Indiana, 
traveling  hither  with  horses  and  wagons.  They 
located  near  Covington,  buying  land  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  in  the  busy  years  that  followed  Mr. 
Briuey  cleared  and  improved  a  good  farm,  and, 
with  the  cheerful  assistance  of  his  wife,  built  up 
one  of  the  most  comfortable  homes  of  the  town- 
ship. For  man}-  years  he  belonged  to  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  held  various  offices  therein, 
and  was  one  of  its  most  exemplaiy  members,  and 
one  who  was  greatly  missed  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  October  7,  1862.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  1867,  and  then  she,  too,  passed 
away.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
of  whom  all  but  one  grew  to  maturit}-,  and  those 
still  living  are  William  S.;  Annie  Catherine,  wife 
of  William  A.  Barey;  Lydia,  who  was  first  mar- 
ried to  William  Blue,  and  after  his  demise  became 
the  wife  of  John  Blue,  who  lives  near  Covington; 
and  Margaret,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Heid- 
son,  who  is  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  at 
Covington. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  January  21, 
1815,  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  was  sixteen 
years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
their  new  home  in  this  county.  His  early  life 
here  was  passed  amid  rude  pioneer  surroundings, 
and  he  is  mainly  a  self-educated  man,  as  he  had 
but  few  opportunities  to  attend  school.  lie  re- 
members, however,  the  primitive  building  in  which 


he  obtained  the  rudiments  of  learning,  which  was 
a  log  cabin  with  a  dirt  floor,  rude  home-made  fur- 
niture, and  none  of  the  attractions  of  the  pleasant 
modern  schoolrooms.  In  1833  Mr.  Briney  took  a 
wise  step,  whereby  he  secured  a  good  wife  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Ellen  McMillan,  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  McMillan,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county,  who  came  here  in  1824  or  1826,  and  was 
the  proprietor  of  the  mill  at  Rob  Roy. 

For  a  short  time  after  his  marriage  our  subject 
lived  near  his  father-in-law's  mill,  and  then  came 
to  his  present  place  of  residence  in  Shawnee 
Township.  He  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary 
success  in  his  calling,  although  he  had  to  begin 
at  the  very  beginning  as  a  pioneer.  As  his  means 
increased  he  purchased  more  land,  paying  from 
$15  to  $100  an  acre  on  each  purchase  until  he 
had  seven  hundred  acres.  He  has  disposed  of 
much  of  this  at  a  high  price,  but  retains  two 
hundred  and  seventy-one  acres  in  two  tracts — 
one  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  the  other 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  acres,  which  is  a 
part  of  the  old  family  homestead.  All  of  the  im- 
provements, which  are  of  a  substantial  order,  were 
made  by  our  subject,  and  include  a  well-built  resi- 
dence, erected  in  1875  and  supplied  with  modern 
conveniences. 

Our  subject  remembers  distinctly  the  wild  ap- 
pearance of  this  part  of  the  country  when  he  first 
set  foot  on  its  soil,  of  winch  but  very  little  had 
been  cleared  and  put  under  cultivation.  Lofty 
primeval  forests  of  untold  age  prevailed,  and  in 
their  depths  wild  beasts  lurked  and  the  scarcely 
less  savage  Indians.  He  can  relate  many  inter- 
esting incidents  connected  with  the  early  years  of 
the  settlement  of  the  county,  and  among  them 
several  disturbances  with  the  red  men.  Rob  Roy- 
was  a  lively  little  place  in  his  boyhood,  and  there 
John  I.  Foster  built  a  railway,  running  in  a  cir- 
cle, and  operated  upon  it  the  first  steam  engine 
used  in  the  county.    '- 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  high  moral  character, 
whose  exemplary  life  has  been  guided  by  true 
Christian  principles,  and  he  occupies  an  honored 
place  in  the  community  as  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  of  the  association  known  as 
the  Sons  of  Temperance.     He  is  a  very  strong  ad- 
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vocate  of  temperance,  but  he  does  not  carry  his 
views  so  far  as  to  desert  the  grand  old  Democratic 
party,  to  which  he  has  faithfully  clung  through 
the  chances  and  changes  of  the  years  that  have 
elapsed  since  he  cast  his  first  vote.  His  father 
was  a  Democrat  until  the  formation  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  when  he  joined  the  Republican 
standard. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briney  have  had  four  children: 
Daniel  F.,  who  lives  near  Covington;  Mark  B., 
who  lives  on  the  home  farm;  William  A.,  the 
third  in  order  of  birth,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty  years;  and  Sarah  E.,  the  wife  of  Oliver 
Marshall. 


;#s§He**€S^ 


ANIEL  CARPENTER,  a  successful  farmer, 
and  prominent  manufacturer  of  tile,  and 
also  one  of  the  leading  and  progressive 
citizens  of  Richland  Township,  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  was  born  almost  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  his  present  home  some  sixty-two  ago. 
His  parents,  Benjamin  and  Sophia  (Strader)  Car- 
penter, were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  but  they  emi- 
grated to  Indiana  at  the  very  early  date  of  1828. 
This  State  had  been  admitted  to  the  Union  nearly 
twelve  years  before,  and  since  1815  the  savages 
had  ceased  to  molest  or  seriously  trouble  the  set- 
tlers; but  scattering  bands  of  Indians  yet  remained 
within  the  borders  of  Indiana,  and  civilization 
had  only  just  begun  to  conquer  the  wilderness. 

The  resolute  pioneers  were  not  easily  discouraged, 
and  work  had  no  terrors  for  them,  for  both  the 
newly-wedded  husband  and  wife  came  of  sturdy 
ancestors.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject, Henry  and  Mary  M.  (Whitesell)  Strader, 
were  probably  North  Carolinians,  but  they  were 
direct  descendants  of  German  forefathers.  The 
paternal  grandparents,  Abel  Carpenter  and  his 
worthy  wife,  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  were 
reared  to  habits  of  energetic  industry.  They  re- 
moved to  Ohio  at  an  early  date  in  the  histoiy  of 
the  Buckeye  State,  and  their  son  Benjamin  was 


only  following  the  example  of  his  honored  par- 
ents when  he  too  sought  a  new  home  in  the  West- 
ern wilds,  and  with  his  young  wife,  Sophia,  located 
upon  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Government 
land,  situated  in  what  is  now  Van  Buren  Town- 
ship. 

Unbroken  prairie  surrounded  their  farm,  upon 
which  not  even  a  sod  had  been  turned  when  they 
removed  there.  Humble  was  their  log  house,  and 
rude  were  their  few  articles  of  furniture,  but  hope 
brightened  their  present  with  visions  of  future 
success  in  life,  and  no  parents  more  warmly  wel- 
comed their  first-horn  than  did  the  father  and  mo- 
ther of  Daniel  Carpenter,  whose  birth  took  place 
in  1830.  Our  subject  grew  and  throve  apace, 
and  other  sons  and  one  daughter  made  sunshine 
in  the  homestead.  Five  children  there  grew  to 
mature  years,  and  of  these  the  second  son  was 
Sampson,  now  a  resident  of  Richland  Township; 
Jacob,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  yet  remains  in 
his  native  township,  Van  Buren;  Benjamin,  the 
fourth  child,  is  well  known  in  Richland  Township, 
his  home;  and  Mary  J.,  the  only  daughter,  married 
Llo3'd  Ray,  and  died  leaving  several  children. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  subscription 
schools,  forty-five  days  in  a  }'ear  being  the  average 
of  his  attendance  and  instruction.  Self-reliant, 
energetic  and  industrious,  he  attained  early  man- 
hood, and  in  1854  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Usull  IJ.  Merker.  Daniel  Carpenter 
and  his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  six  children, 
of  whom  two  sons  and  two  daughters  lived  to 
mature  age.  The  eldest  is  John  F.,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Fountain  County;  Florence  is  the  first 
daughter;  II.  Edward  is  a  successful  agriculturist 
of  Richland  Township;  M.  Delia  married  John 
Reisterer,  and  died  having  two  children;  and  two 
little  ones  died  in  infancy.  The  beloved  mother 
of  these  sons  and  daughters  passed  away  in  1868. 

After  a  time  the  father  married  again.  The  sec- 
ond wife  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Death,  a  daughter  of 
John  C.  Death.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  were 
born  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
The  bright  promising  sons  and  daughters  are 
Monroe,  Mary,  Daniel,  Edith  and  Blanche,  all  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  in  the  social  circles  of 
their  home.    The  members  of  the  family  all  belong 
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to  the  Christian  Church,  and  are  among  the  active 
and  efficient  religious  and  benevolent  workers  of 
the  congregation.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  prospered  and  now  own  about  a  section  of 
valuable  land.  In  1876  Mr.  Carpenter  engaged  in 
a  profitable  enterprise,  as  in  that  year  he  erected  a 
factory  upon  his  farm  and  began  the  manufacture 
of  tile.  In  connection  with  this  industry  he  owns 
and  operates  a  sawmill. 

Politically,  the  affiliations  of  Mr.  Carpenter  have 
been  with  the  Republican  party  since  1856,  prior 
to  which  time  he  was  a  Democrat.  He  served 
with  ability  one  term  as  Supervisor  of  the  count}', 
but  has  no  aspirations  for  political  prominence  or 
official  position.  The  daily  duties  of  his  farming 
and  manufacturing  business  keep  him  fully  em- 
ployed, and  leave  him  but  little  leisure.  Our  sub- 
ject, however,  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  nation  and  the  community 
among  which  he  has  passed  the  years  of  his  useful 
life,  and  is  always  among  the  foremost  citizens  in 
the  advancement  of  progress  and  improvement. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  Mason  and  a  valued  member 
of  the  lodge  at  Hillsborough,  and  in  this  society 
and  throughout  the  county  has  scores  of  true  and 
tried  friends. 
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<*  MLLIAM  M.  RHOADS,  a  member  of  the 
\/\l/l  "rnl  °^  Khoads  ife  Stemp,  grocers  and  con- 
^t\#  fectioners  at  Ladoga,  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  Montgomery  Count}7, 
where  the  most  of  his  life  has  been  passed.  He 
is  a  native  of  Logan  County,  Ohio,  born  May 
22,  1846,  to  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Sidell)  Rhoads, 
who  were  both  natives  of  Maryland,  his  mother 
being  a  daughter  of  John  Sidell,  who  was  a  far- 
mer of  that  State.  After  marriage  Henry  Rhoads 
and  his  wife  removed  to  Zanesfield,  Logan  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  milling  until  he  brought 
his  family  to  Indiana.  He  continued  for  a  while 
in  that  line  at  Yountsville,  and  afterward  bought 
a  farm  eight  miles  west  of  Crawfordsville,  which 


he  managed  until  death  deprived  his  township 
of  his  services  as  a  practical  farmer  in  1852. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  1868,  and  then  she 
too  passed  away.  He  was  quite  successful  in  a 
business  way  in  his  life,  and  was  highly  thought 
of  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  The  Baptist  Church 
lost  a  valued  member  in  his  death.  He  was  the 
father  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  and  the  following  of  whom  are  still 
living:  John,  a  resident  of  Logan  County,  111.; 
Joseph,  who  resides  north  of  Bement,  in  Piatt 
County,  111.;  Jacob,  a  stock-dealer  in  Texas;  Ros- 
anna,  widow  of  Jones  Dougherty;  Anne  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  A.  J.  Moore;  Surry,  wife  of  David 
Jones,  of  Crawfordsville;  Alma,  wife  of  Frank 
Wilhite,  a  carpenter  of  Crawfordsville;  and  our 
subject. 

William  Rhoads  was  but  three  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  this  county,  and  here  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  After  his  mother's  death 
he  worked  on  a  farm  and  went  to  school.  Am- 
bitious to  obtain  a  higher  education  than  was 
afforded  by  the  district  schools,  he  came  to  La- 
doga to  enter  the  seminary  in  this  city,  and  while 
a  student  in  this  institution  derived  much  ben- 
efit from  the  excellent  course  of  study  that  he 
pursued,  which  has  been  of  much  profit  to  him 
in  his  subsequent  career  as  a  business  man.  Af- 
ter leaving  the  seminary  he  resumed  his  former 
employment  on  a  farm,  and  was  so  engaged  the 
following  three  or  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  took  up  the  grocery  and  confectionery 
business,  which  he  has  conducted  ever  since,  and 
he  and  his  partner  have  built  up  a  thriving  trade 
in  their  neat  and  well-kept  establishment,  which 
is  completely  stocked  with  the  best  of  everything 
in  their  line  demanded  by  the  good  class  of  cus- 
tom to  which  they  cater. 

Our  subject  was  married  May  24,  1882.  to  Miss 
Kate  Parker,  a  daughter  of  John  M.  Parker,  who 
was  formerly  an  undertaker  in  the  city.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rhoads  have  an  attractive,  cozy  home,  and 
two  children  complete  their  pleasant  family  circle, 
Iva  and  Walter. 

Mr.  Rhoads  is  prominent  socially  as  an  Odd 
Fellow,  who  has  been  through  all  the  chairs  in  both 
the  camp  and  the  subordinate  lodges.     In   his  po- 
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litical  relations  be  is  a  Democrat,  and  uses  his  in- 
fluence to  forward  party  interests  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  His  fellow-citizens  are  appreciative 
of  his  business  qualities  and  of  his  fitness  for  office 
generally,  and  he  has  been  called  by  them  to  posi- 
tions of  public  importance.  He  has  been  one  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  schools  of  Ladoga,  and  has 
been  Assessor  of  his  township. 


r^= 


AMUEL  WILSON  AUSTIN,  an  influential 
financier  of  Montgomery  County  and  for 
3)  many  years  Cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Crawfordsville,was  born  in  Garrard 
County,  Ky.,  November  21,  1818.  He  is  the  son 
of  John  B.  and  Nancy  (Van  Holt)  Austin,  natives 
of  Virginia,  who  settled  in  Kentucky  early  in  life 
and  thence,  in  1828,  removed  to  Indiana,  settling- 
two  miles  west  of  Crawfordsville.  Amid  pioneer 
scenes,  bravely  enduring  the  hardships  incident  to 
life  on  the  frontier,  the  father  toiled  for  his  fam- 
ily and  worked  unvveariedly  for  their  welfare. 
He  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 
He  also  taught  school,  and  in  addition  to  this 
served  as  a  minister  in  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Chinch.  A  devout  and  pious  man,  he  was  admira- 
bly qualified  for  ministerial  duties,  and  his  services 
were  in  constant  requisition  in  that  capacity. 
While  preaching  he  also  aided  in  the  erection  of  a 
number  of  houses  of  worship. 

With  the  early  history  of  this  county  John  B. 
Austin  was  closely  identified,  both  in  a  private 
and  official  capacity.  He  was  the  first  auditor  of 
the  county  and  filled  that  position  for  sixteen 
years,  having  been  first  elected  in  September, 
1812.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Democrat,  later 
affiliated  with  the  Whigs,  and  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Republican  party,  gave  his  sup- 
port to  its  principles,  remaining  one  of  its  most 
stanch  advocates  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  a  man  whose  influence  was  always  extended 
on  behalf  of  public-spirited  measures  and  philan- 
thropic projects,  and  poor  and  rich  alike  mourned 


his  loss,  when,  in  1868,  he  closed  his  eyes  upon  the 
scenes  of  earth.  His  useful  existence  covered  a 
period  of  four-score  and  one  years  and  his  was  a 
life  of  integrity,  usefulness  and  honor,  a  priceless 
heritage  to  his  children.  He  had  removed  from 
his  farm  to  Pleasant  Hill,  and  after  residing  there 
for  five  years  had  returned  to  Crawfordsville, 
where  his  death  occurred. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  ten  children, 
of  whom  eight  grew  to  maturity  and  five  still  sur- 
vive, viz.:  Samuel  W.;  Catherine,  a  widow;  Nancy, 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Ensmingcr;  Harriet,  the  widow  of  Will- 
iam Campbell  and  a  resident  of  Crawfordsville; 
and  Abner,  who  is  an  attorney  in  Thornton.  Mary 
married  and  died  when  a  young  woman;  John, 
deceased,  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Rensselaer;  Martha,  Mrs.  William 
Hart  man,  died  at  the  age  of  sevent3T-three.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch,  Samuel  W.,  became  familiar 
with  farming  early  in  life,  and  also  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  clerical  duties.  For  a 
time  he  was  employed  in  a  store  at  Pleasant  Hill. 
When  his  father  was  elected  Auditor  he  became 
his  clerk  and  also  served  as  his  book-keeper  for  a 
period  of  fourteen  37ears. 

In  1856  Mr.  Austin  became  book-keeper  for  the 
large  establishment  of  Campbell,  Gale3T  &  Harter, 
filling  that  position  for  twelve  years,  until  the  1st 
of  January,  1868.  He  was  offered  the  position  of 
book-keeper  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and,  ac- 
cepting the  place,  discharged  its  duties  acceptably 
for  fifteen  years,  when,  in  1883,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  office  of  Cashier.  lie  continued  in  that  po- 
sition, with  the  exception  of  one  year,  until  about 
1891,  since  which  time,  owing  to  ill-health,  he  has 
lived  somewhat  retired  from  active  business, 
though  he  still  retains  his  connection  with  the 
bank.  He  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  best  book- 
keepers in  this  part  of  the  State,  and,  having  had 
forty-two  years'  experience  in  that  line,  is  thor- 
oughly competent  and  informed. 

Politically,  Mr.  Austin  is  a  stanch  adherent  of 
the  principles  advocated  by  the  Republican  party 
and  has  cast  his  ballot  at  every  township  election 
since  William  II.  Harrison  became  President  of  the 
United  States.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.      He  was  first 
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married  in  1842,  his  wife  being  Nancy  Beaver, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Archilc,  Albert,  Henry  and  Frank,  all  of  whom  re- 
side in  Crawfordsville.  Mrs.  Nancy  Austin  passed 
away  in  1860  and  our  subject  was  again  married, 
in  March,  1862,  choosing  as  his  wife  Minnie 
Munns.  This  lad}'  died  November  17,  1865,  leav- 
ing one  child,  now  Mrs.  Minnie  McKnight,  who 
lives  with  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Munns.  The  lady 
who  on  the  8th  of  March,  1868,  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Austiu  was  formerly  Matilda  Swearingen, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Armstrong) 
Swearingen.  Her  father  removed  in  1823  from 
Kentucky  to  Yountsville,  becoming  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  State.  He  had  one 
son,  James  G.,  who  still  makes  his  home  in  Younts- 
ville. 


?      'I'm 


/^j\  OL.  JAMES  MANNOMY.  It  is  with  plea- 
fit  sure  that  any  true-hearted  patriot  recounts 
^^^  the  life  history  of  one  who  has  served  our 
nation  with  devotion,  and  it  is  with  reverence  that 
we  look  upon  the  infirmities  that  have  come  upon 
these  crippled  veterans  in  our  country's  service. 
The  old  soldier  of  whom  we  now  write  is  one  of 
the  foremost  men  of  the  county  and  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  same  for  many  3' ears.  He  is  highly 
esteemed  by  all  and  is  a  man  of  recognized  ability. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Ross  Count}',  Ohio,  in  1824, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  Patrick  and  Nancy  (McDerit) 
Mannomy,  natives  of  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin.  The 
father  came  to  America  when  a  lad  of  fourteen 
years  and  resided  for  many  years  in  Philadelphia, 
but  finally  made  his  home  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  McDerit,  and  six  children  were 
the  fruits  of  this  union.  John  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia in  the  year  1812,  and  for  many  years  was 
a  contractor  on  the  railroad;  he  became  the  father 
of  six  children.  Elizabeth  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1815,  and  died  in  1856,  her  children 
making  their  home  with  Mr.  Mannomy.     William, 
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a  farmer,  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1818,  died  in 
1846.  Catherine  B.,  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1822, 
died  in  1880;  and  Annie  was  born  in  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  but  died  in  1876,  leaving  two  children. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  was  married  in  1851  to  Emeline 
Wood,  daughter  of  John  Wood.  Their  nuptials 
were  celebrated  at  Covington  when  our  subject 
was  about  twenty -six  years  of  age.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  them:  Derit,  who  was  born 
in  Fountain  County  in  the  year  1855,  and  died 
in  Parke  County  in  1875;  and  Emma,  who  was 
born  in  Fountain  County  in  1867,  married  Will- 
iam Coffin,  and  resides  at  home.  She  was  well 
educated  at  St.  Mary's  School  of  the  Woods  and 
is  a  bright,  intelligent  woman.  Our  subject  came 
to  Fountain  County  in  1836,  making  the  journey 
on  horseback.  He  was  but  thirteen  years  of  age, 
and  was  with  his  brother  in  this  county  for  some 
time.  In  1846  he  started  for  Mexico,  his  first 
duty  being  to  guard  prisoners  during  the  Mexican 
War,  and  later  he  was  made  Lieutenant,  being  in 
service  one  year. 

Returning  to  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1850,  when  the  "gold  fever" 
seized  him.  He  traveled  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and 
engaged  in  mining  on  Feather  River,  meeting  with 
fair  success.  After  his  return  he  purchased  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  at  a  cost  of  $6,000. 
He  has  put  in  three  miles  of  tile,  and  has  his  farm 
in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  In  the  year  1862  he 
enlisted  to  fight  for  the  Union  with  the  rank  of 
Second  Lieutenant  and  later  was  made  Lieutenant- 
Colonel.  He  was  a  brave  soldier  and  a  gallant 
officer  and  served  his  country  faithfully  and  well. 
He  was  ever  to  be  found  at  the  front,  and  his 
duties  were  performed  with  promptness  and  good 
judgment. 

Mrs.  Mannomy  is  a  consistent  and  esteemed 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  contributes 
liberally  of  her  means  to  its  support.  She  is  a  lady 
of  refinement  and  good  taste  and  presides  with 
much  dignity  over  the  pleasant  home  on  section 
28,  Troy  Township,  Fountain  County.  In  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Mannomy  is  a  stalwart  Democrat  and  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  platform  of  his  party.  He 
has  never  held  office  and  does  not  aspire  to  any 
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political  position.  Socially,  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  joined 
that  organization  in  1846,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  joining  in 
1851.  Our  subject  has  a  prayer  book  in  his  pos- 
session which  was  given  him  during  the  Civil  War 
with  the  request  to  read  it.  He  values  it  very 
highly. 


ROF.  ISAAC  M.  WELLINGTON,  Super- 
|)  intendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  Ind.,  is  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful educators  in  the  State.  He  is  known  to 
be  careful  in  his  advice  to  teachers,  and  under- 
stands how  to  bring  out  all  the  ability  that  a 
teacher  may  possess.  He  is  the  author  of  several 
text-books  of  a  high  order,  his  "Geometry  for  Pub- 
lic Schools,"  and  his  "English  Syntax"  being 
among  them. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Roxbury, 
a  suburb  of  Boston,  January  14,  1832,  he  being 
the  son  of  Isaac  and  Lois  M.  (Smith)  Wellington, 
the  former  of  whom  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  and  gardener.  Here  our  subject  was  reared 
until  his  sixteenth  year,  when,  at  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  to  the  carpenter's  trade.  For  this  he  re- 
ceived $30  the  first  year,  #40  the  second,  and  $75  the 
third.  During  this  time  he  parti}'  fitted  himself 
for  college.  He  followed  his  trade  and  studies  for 
oue  year,  hoping  to  be  able  to  enter  Harvard, 
but  he  finally  decided  to  go  to  Dartmouth,  and  in 
order  to  be  independent,  taught  school  during 
the  winters,  and  also  kept  a  book-store  in  the 
college.  Not  only  did  this  young  man  undertake 
all  of  this,  but  he  had  also  to  undertake  the 
support  of  his  beloved  mother,  two  sisters  and 
two  brothers.  Remarkable  as  it  seems,  however, 
he  kept  up  with  his  class,  never  missed  a  day,  and 
was  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '58  with  the  degree 
of  A.  B.,  and  not  only  that,  but  he  stood  number 


one  in  the  class.  Some  of  his  classmates  were 
Mayor  Palmer,  of  Boston;  Thompson,  who  was 
Secretary  of  State  of  New  Hampshire  in  1878; 
and  Duncan,  who  was  chief  of  the  observatory  at 
Dartmouth. 

Later,  the  degree  of  A.  M.  brought  our  subject 
the  offer  of  a  professorship  of  mathematics,  but  he 
preferred  to  accept  the  position  of  Principal  of 
the  Fryeburgh  (Me.)  Academy,  and  there  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Elmira, 
N.  Y.,  as  Principal  of  the  Free  Academy,  where 
he  continued  for  a  period  of  four  years.  At  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.,  he  was  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools  for  a  period  of  four  j'ears,  having  un- 
der him  a  force  of  thirteen  teachers.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  Maine  in  order  to  settle  up  the  estate  of 
his  wife's  father.  In  1870  he  was  made  Principal 
of  the  Detroit  High  School,  under  Duane  Doly  as 
Superintendent,  and  here  he  remained  until  1880, 
building  up  the  school  so  that  instead  of  three 
teachers,  twenty-live  were  necessary.  Here  he 
also  taught  with  J.  M.  B.  Sill,  who  is  now  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti, 
Mich. 

Following  this  position,  our  subject  accepted  a 
situation  as  Principal  of  the  Orchard  Lake  (Mich.) 
Military  Academy  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of 
this  time  he  made  a  change  in  his  business,  engag- 
ing in  a  grain  business  in  Detroit  until  1887,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  was  offered  the  position 
of  Superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Muskegon, 
Mich.,  where  there  were  one  hundred  teachers. 
Here  he  remained  for  three  years,  when  he  lost  his 
wife,  and  this  changed  his  plans.  The  following 
fall,  in  1890,  he  accepted  his  present  position,  and 
has  made  a  grand  success  of  it,  having  given  en- 
tire satisfaction.  While  living  in  Maine  he  filled 
the  office  of  County  Superintendent  for  two  years. 
The  bent  of  his  life  has  always  been  in  a  literary 
direction.  He  is  a  forcible,  exact  and  plain  writer. 
His  public  life  has  been  successful  in  educational 
matters,  and  he  has  been  one  of  the  delegates  to, 
and  a  member  of,  the  State  and  National  Commit- 
tees. His  lectures  at  the  Michigan  institutes  have 
been  much  admired,  and  he  is  popular  with  the 
whole  fraternity,  as  he  is  full  of  life,  and  is  agree- 
able under  all  circumstances, 
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Prof. Wellington  has  patented  a  machine  for  man- 
ufacturing election  stickers,  making  his  own  models. 
He  has  taken  charge  of  the  psychological  depart- 
ment in  the  school  in  addition  to  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  the  entire  school.  He  is  a  strict  disciplin- 
arian, although  his  treatment  of  pupils  is  kind 
and  courteous.  The  marriage  of  Prof.  Wellington 
took  place  August  20,  1861,  in  Fryeburgh,  Me.,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Bus  well,  whose  death  occurred  at  Mus- 
kegon in  1889.  Of  his  family,  Mae  is  a  student  at 
St.  Mary's  Hall  in  Indianapolis;  Charles  is  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  Pratt  at  Lincoln  Park  Sanitarium,  in 
Chicago;  and  Arthur  is  attending  the  High  School. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs, but  is  no  partisan.  He  has  been  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  church  of  Thomas  K.  Beecher,  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y.  In  Prof.  Wellington,  Crawfordsville 
has  obtained  a  man  of  wide  experience,  who  is  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  methods  of  instruction 
in  use  by  the  greatest  teachers  in  the  country.  He 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  most  advanced  educational 
thought,  is  a  close  student,  a  careful,  logical  rea- 
soner,  and  is  not  in  sympathy  with  that  class  of 
educators  who  would  extend  the  experimental  and 
theoretical  ideas  of  thought  in  the  schoolroom  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  practical.  On  April  1,  189  2, 
our  subject  met  a  severe  loss,  as  on  that  date  the 
beautiful  and  imposing  High  School  building,  the 
finest  in  the  State,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  with 
it  a  part  of  the  Professor's  select  and  valuable 
working  library,  which  was  an  accumulation  of 
years. 


^f|OHN  SMALL,  who  has  a  well-appointed 
I  farm  on  section  23,  Wayne  Township,  occu- 
pies an  honorable  place  among  the  native- 
born  sons  of  Montgomery  County  who  are 
actively  identified  with  its  agricultural  and  stock 
interests, and  are  numbered  among  its  best  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  the  township  where  he  still  makes 


his  home  in  the  year  1835.  He  is  a  son  of 
Walter  Small,  who  was  a  well-known  pioneer  of 
this  section.  His  birth  occurred  in  North  Car- 
olina in  1807,  and  in  early  manhood  he  had 
married  Luella  Blackford.  He  brought  his  young 
wife  to  this  State  to  seek  a  new  home,  and  bought 
and  settled  on  land  in  Wayne  Township,  which  is 
still  in  possession  of  the  famity.  He  also  purchased 
land  in  Fountain  County,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  had  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 
He  gave  his  children  five  acres  apiece  when  they 
started  out  in  life.  He  was  a  thoroughly  good 
man,  of  a  thoughtful  disposition,  unusually  con- 
siderate of  others,  with  a  smile  and  a  good  word 
for  all  who  came  under  his  beneficent  influence, 
He  was  one  in  whom  the  poor  found  a  true  friend, 
and  he  was  greatly  beloved  in  the  community 
where  he  dwelt  so  many  years  in  peace  and  hap- 
piness. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  nine  children: 
Mary, who  was  born  in  this  township  in  1831,  and 
married  Charles  Berry,  a  farmer  residing  in  Wayne- 
town;  Ferris,  who  was  born  in  1833,  and  was  a 
farmer  during  his  active  life,  which  was  brought 
to  a  close  by  his  death  in  1891;  John;  Rachel,  who 
was  born  in  1838,  and  died  young;  Edward,  who 
was  born  in  1840,  and  was  married  in  Wa3rnetown 
to  Miss  Bratton;  Nancy  J.,  who  was  born  in  1843, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  William,  who  was 
born  in  1849,  and  died  in  infancy;  Nathan,  who 
was  born  in  1847,  and  died  in  1891;  and  Louisa, 
who  was  born  in  1852,  and  married  Mr.  Williams, 
of  this  township. 

Reared  on  a  farm,  and  early  receiving  instruc- 
tion from  his  father  in  all  that  pertains  to 
agriculture,  our  subject  naturally  selected  it  for 
his  life  work.  When  he  and  his  bride  commenced 
life  together  they  took  up  their  abode  on  land 
given  them  by  his  father,  their  first  home  being  a 
log  cabin.  In  1860  this  humble  dwelling  was  re- 
placed by  a  more  modern  residence,  a  neat  and 
pretty  house  of  six  rooms,  the  timber  used  in  its 
construction  being  cut  bj-  Mr.  Small  himself.  The 
farm  is  a  fine  one  in  every  particular,  comprising 
two  hundred  and  eighty-three  acres  of  land  under 
a  high  state  of  improvement.  Mr.  Small's  principal 
business  is  raising  standard  cattle,  of  which  he  has 
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a  goodly  herd,  and  stock  of  all  kinds.  He  raises  a 
great  deal  of  timothy  and  clover,  besides  other 
farm  products. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss 
Bunnell,  a  daughter  of  Alford  and  Cynthia 
Bunnell,  and  he  has  in  her  a  noble,  true-hearted 
wife.  Mrs.  Small  was  born  in  1841  in  New  York, 
and  lived  in  that  State  until  she  was  three  years 
old,  when  the  family  removed  to  Ohio,  where  she 
resided  until  she  came  to  this  county  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  She  is  one  of  a  large  family 
of  children,  and  the  following  is  recorded  of  her 
brothers  and  sisters:  John  was  born  in  1823,  and 
is  married;  Aaron  was  born  in  1825,  married 
Hester  Scholt,  and  they  live  in  Missouri;  Lonce, 
deceased,  was  born  in  1826;  Vernon ia  was  born  in 
1828,  married  Bruce  Brown,  and  afterward  died; 
Mary  was  born  in  1830,  and  is  the  wife  of  W. 
Clark,  of  Butler  County,  Ohio;  Alzina  was  born 
in  1832,  and  married  Lee  Whitsel,  of  this  State; 
Am}'  was  born  in  1834,  and  is  the  wife  of  Law- 
rence Clark,  of  Ohio;  Harriet  was  born  in  the 
year  1837,  and  died  in  infancy;  Carrie  was  born  in 
1839,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Cole,  of  Min- 
nesota; Samantha  was  born  in  1844  and  died  in 
1859.  Both  the  Bunnell  and  Small  families  have 
been  well  represented  in  the  various  wars  of  this 
nation.  Mrs.  Small's  grandfather  was  a  gallant 
soldier  in  the  Mexican  War,  while  she  had  two 
brothers  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  being 
now  members  of  the  Grand  Army.  Mr.  Small's 
grandfather's  brother  fought  in  the  Revolution, 
and  his  brother  Nathan  won  a  fine  record  as  a 
brave  volunteer  in  the  Union  arm}'  during  the 
late  war,  enlisting  when  he  was  but  seventeen  years 
old  and  serving  until  the  conflict  was  brought  to 
a  close.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  Grand  Army. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Small  have  had  four  children, 
namely:  Vernonia  J.,  who  was  born  in  1860,  and 
died  in  1862;  Cynthia,  who  was  born  in  1863; 
Ellie,  who  was  born  in  1865;  and  Eda,  a  student 
at  Waynetown,  who  was  born  in  1877.  The  other 
two  daughters  were  also  educated  at  Waynetown, 
and  they  have  been  brought  up  under  wholesome 
influences,  and  are  still  members  of  the  happy 
home  circle.     They  all   belong   to  the   Christian 


Church,  and  are  active  in  Sunday-school  work. 
Mrs.  Small  is  a  member  in  high  standing  in  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Small  is  a  man  of  good  hab- 
its and  sound  principles,  and  his  genial,  kindly 
nature  and  willingness  to  oblige  and  accommodate 
his  neighbors  have  won  him  the  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  associates.  He  has  an  intelligent  under- 
standing of  the  intricacies  of  politics,  and  is  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party. 


G 


EORGE  MUNNSisanativeof  Montgomery 
,  County,  who   represents  one  of   its    most 

^^4|  prominent  pioneer  families,  and  is  also  a 
leading  member  of  its  farming  community.  He  is 
a  thoroughly  competent  farmer,  who  is  progressive 
in  his  methods  and  has  a  model  farm,  pleasantly 
located  on  section  8,  Ripley  Township,  where  he 
has  a  home  beautiful  in  its  appointments  and  sur- 
roundings and  replete  with  all  the  modern  com- 
forts and  conveniences  that  so  enhance  the  pleas- 
ure of  living. 

Mr.  Munns  was  born  November  9,  1847,  on  the 
old  family  homestead  in  Ripley  Township.  He  is 
a  son  of  John  Munns,  who  was  born  in  one  of  the 
pioneer  homes  of  Kentucky  in  1817.  His  father 
died  in  that  State  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  and 
John  early  began  the  struggle  of  life  on  his  own 
account.  He  became  a  pioneer  of  this  county,  and 
by  his  energy,  shrewd  management  of  his  affairs, 
and  excellent  business  qualifications,  he  rose  to 
prominence  as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers 
in  this  section.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  an 
eighty-acre  tract  lying  along  Israel  Creek,  which 
he  cleared  and  put  under  tillage.  He  next  bought 
land  of  Melville  Munns  in  this  township,  and  con- 
tinued to  invest  in  real  estate  whenever  a  good 
opportunity  offered  until  he  had  six  hundred  and 
sixty-four  acres  of  choice  farming  land,  all  in  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  an  extensive 
stock-raiser,  and  the  money  tl}iis  obtained,   he  was 
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able  to  loan  to  his  neighbors  at  a  fair  rate  of  in- 
terest, thus  accommodating  them  greatly  when 
they  were  in  straitened  circumstances.  At  his 
death  he  left  to  his  heirs  a  valuable  estate. 

John  Munns  took  as  his  wife  Miss  Malinda  Fouts, 
of  Wayne  Township,  and  they  had  the  following 
children:  Amanda,  the  eldest,  who  was  born  in 
Wayne  Township;  Eli,  who  was  also  born  in  Wayne 
Township,  and  who  died  in  infancy;  our  sub- 
ject, a  native  of  Ripley  Township;  William,  who 
was  born  in  Wayne  Township,  where  he  has  a 
beautiful  and  well-improved  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  eighty  acres;  and  John,  who  was  born  in  Rip- 
ley Township  and  is  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in 
Wayne  Township. 


-=^=^>-^-<^ 


LEXANDER  THOMSON,  an  honored  pio- 
neer of  Crawfordsville  and  for  many  years 
one  of  the  most  influential  and  successful 
attorneys  of  Montgomeiy  County,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio  and  was  born  in  Springfield  January 
15,  1812.  In  his  boyhood  he  was  the  recipient 
of  excellent  educational  advantages,  of  which  he 
availed  himself  to  the  utmost.  For  a  time  he  con- 
ducted his  studies  in  Miami  University,  leaving  at 
the  close  of  the  junior  year.  In  1835,  in  the  prime 
of  his  vigorous  and  stalwart  manhood,  he  came  to 
Crawfordsville,  and  since  that  time  his  life  has 
been  inseparably  interwoven  with  the  history  of  the 
place,  to  the  development  of  which  he  has  largely 
contributed. 

After  clerking  for  a  short  time  in  a  store,  Mr. 
Thomson  became  deputy  to  the  County  Clerk,  J. 
W.  Lynn,  and  while  filling  this  position  employed 
his  leisure  hours  in  the  study  of  law.  In  1840- 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Kir  of  the  State 
of  Indiana  and  formed  a  legal  partnership  with 
the  pioneer  law3-er,  Ben  Ristine,  continuing  that 
connection  for  nearly  forty  years.  Politics  has 
not  presented  an  inviting  field  to  him,  and  his  at- 
tention has  been  given  mainly  to  an  extensive 
commercial  and  probate  business.     In  1864  he  was 


elected  Treasurer  of  Wabash  College,  and  from 
1870  until  his  resignation  in  1891  he  gave  his  at- 
tention wholly  to  the  demands  of  this  position, 
which  he  resigned  after  an  active  service  of  twen- 
ty-seven years. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year  1840  Mr/Thomson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Alexan- 
der Crawford,  and  the  sister  of  Henry  Crawford,  one 
of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  this  section.  Mrs. 
Thomson  was  born  in  Ohio  and  died  May  7,  1878. 
The  union  had  been  blessed  bj'  the  birth  of  three 
sons:  Everett  B.,  Henry  R.  and  Edwin  P.  The 
first-named  son  was  graduated  from  Wabash  Col- 
lege in  1864,  and  completed  the  course  in  Lane 
Seminary  three  years  later.  He  became  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel  and  was  thus  engaged  at  Crawfords- 
ville for  three  years;  at  present  he  is  Librarian  of 
Wabash  College.  Henry  R.,  now  deceased,  was  a 
young  man  of  talent,  and  enjoyed  every  oppor- 
tunity for  acquiring  literaiy  culture,  having  studied 
in  the  Universities  of  Philadelphia,  Yale,  Harvard, 
Ann  Arbor  and  Berlin.  Rev.  Edwin  P.  Thomson, 
a  popular  and  eloquent  minister,  has  held  pastor- 
ates at  Plymouth,  Ind.,  Idaho  Springs  and  the 
Westminster  Church  in  Denver;  he  recently  ac- 
cepted a  call  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  he  now 
resides. 


/RED  C.  BOORD  was  born  in  Covington 
February  12,  1867,  and  has  spent  his  en- 
tire life  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  While 
one  of  the  youngest  representatives  in  the  Record, 
he  is  deserving  of  recognition  among  the  list  of 
Fountain  County's  prominent  and  rising  men. 
His  father,  Oliver  Boord,  likewise  a  native  of 
Fountain  County,  was  born  on  the  20th  of  Au- 
gust, 1836,  and  was  the  son  of  Elijah  and  Mary 
Boord,  members  of  prominent  West  Virginia  fam- 
ilies. After  receiving  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools,  Oliver  Boord  entered  upon  the 
active  life  of  a  farmer,  and  followed  that  voca- 
tion   until   1861.     Then,  at  the  call  of  his  coun- 
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try,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry 
and  participated  in  some  of  the  decisive  engage- 
ments of  the  late  war,  gaining  a  reputation  among 
his  comrades  as  a  brave  and  daring  soldier.  On 
several  occasions  he  was  wounded,  and  upon  his 
recovery  again  entered  his  regiment  and  fought 
in  defense  of  the  Flag. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  when  the  troops  were 
mustered  out  of  service,  Oliver  Boord  returned  to 
Indiana,  where  he  resumed  business  as  a  farmer 
and  speculator.  At  present  he  is  conducting  the 
principal  hotel  in  the  thriving  city  of  Covington. 
An  active,  capable  and  efficient  business  man,  he 
is  also  thoughtful,  considerate  and  generous  in 
private  life,  and  is  popular  in  social  circles.  He 
and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Cath- 
erine Ludlow,  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. John  O,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Covington 
November  14,  1857,  and  married  Miss  Flora,  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Campbell)  Bodine, 
of  Troy  Township;  he  is  at  present  engaged  in 
the  furniture  business  at  Covington.  Lizzie  M. 
was  born  in  Fountain  County  January  19,  1860, 
and  was  married  to  Thomas  I.  Briggs  on  the  31st 
of  May,  1880;  Georgia  A.  was  born  December  29, 
1861,  and  became  the  wife  of  John  H.  Henshman, 
the  son  of  John  and  Frances  (Miller)  Henshman. 
Edwin  N.  was  born  December  16,  1863,  and  died 
January  29,  1866;  Oliver  K.  was  born  March  19, 
1869;  a  daughter,  born  in  1871,  died  in  infancy; 
Ruth,  whose  birth  occurred  July  10,  1872,  was 
graduated  from  the  Covington  High  School  in 
1890  with  high  honors;  Le  Roy  was  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1874,  and  resides  at  home;  Samuel  was 
born  October  12,  1883;  and   Eleanor    is  deceased. 

The  fifth  in  order  of  birth  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Covington's  institu- 
tions of  learning,  and  after  completing  his  educa- 
tion he  commenced  the  stud}'  of  law  with  one  of 
the  prominent  legal  luminaries  of  Fountain  Coun- 
ty. After  some  terms  of  close  application  to  his 
studies  (which,  however,  were  from  time  to  time 
interrupted  by  other  duties),  lie  completed  his 
legal  education  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at 
the  Bar.  On  account  of  his  natural  gift  of  ora- 
tory, he  was  many  times  brought  before  the  pub- 
lic to  address  his  fellow-citizens  on  the  social  and 


current  topics  of  the  day.  So  strongly  did  he  im- 
press the  people  with  his  adaptation  for  the  pro- 
fession of  an  orator  and  statesman,  that,  while  a 
mere  3'outh,  he  gained  political  prominence,  and 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1892,  his  name  was  brought 
before  the  Fountain  and  Warren  Counties  Repub- 
lican Convention,  held  at  Attica,  Iud.,  and,  despite 
the  protests  of  the  old  "fossils,"  who  regard  with 
distrust  the  advancement  of  young  men  in  any 
community,  he  received  with  an  overwhelming 
majority  the  nomination  of  Senator  for  that  dis- 
trict. 

During  his  boyhood  days  Mr.  Boord  was  known 
as  "the  newsboy  of  Covington,"  and,  in  fact,  he 
continued  the  sale  of  papers  until  within  the 
past  four  or  five  years.  He  has  always  been  veiy 
attentive  to  his  church  and  Sunday-school,  and  is 
at  present  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Covington,  and  is  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school.  Sociall}',  he  is  very  popular 
with  old  and  young  in  his  community,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Covington, 
also  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  It  is  doubtless  unnec- 
essary to  state  that  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
since  boyhood  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  af- 
fairs of  his  party. 


e#+^# 


ICHAEL  MAYER,  hardware  merchant  of 
Covington,  Ind.  In  few  branches  of  trade 
has  the  march  of  progress  wrought  such  a 
veritable  revolution  as  in  the  stove  and 
kindred  lines  of  business.  What  with  invention, 
improvement  and  the  development  of  skill,  some- 
thing akin  to  perfection  has  been  reached  in  this 
department  of  industrial  activity.  A  prosperous 
and  popular  establishment  in  this  line  is  that  of 
which  Mr.  Mayer  is  the  proprietor.  This  well- 
known  merchant  and  man  of  affairs  was  born  in 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  the  village  of  Keilings- 
hausen,  near  Marburg,  September  21,  1824,  being 
a  son  of  Jacob  Mayer.  In  the  land  of  his  birth  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  baker  and  confectioner,  at 
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which  lie  worked  with  fair  financial  results  until 
1847,  in  July  of  which  year  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  located  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  worked 
as  a  journej-man  in  that  city,  Cincinnati  and 
Maysville,  Ky.,  until  1857,  when  he  located  at 
Delphi,  Ind.  There  he  opened  a  bakery,  which 
soon  won  an  excellent  reputation  for  the  fine 
bread  and  cake  he  manufactured.  After  remain- 
ing there  a  few  months  he  went  to  La  Fayette, 
where  he  successfully  conducted  his  business  for 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  again  re- 
turned to  Delphi,  and  there  remained  for  two 
years. 

Since  that  time  our  subject  has  resided  in  Cov- 
ington, and  his  career  here  as  a  man  of  business 
was  first  as  a  baker  and  confectioner,  which  occu- 
pation received  his  attention  until  1880.  His  es- 
tablishment soon  found  its  way  into  popular  favor, 
for  he  was  a  fancy  as  well  as  a  practical  baker,  and 
his  personal  supervision  and  attention  were  given 
to  all  the  baking  done  at  his  house.  He  aimed  to 
make  his  goods  not  only  palatable,  but  wholesome 
also,  and  his  house  was  noted  for  its  absolute 
cleanliness,  which  facts  led  to  the  extensive  and 
profitable  patronage  he  received.  In  1881  he  re- 
turned on  a  visit  to  the  Fatherland,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  four  months,  during  which  time 
he  was  in  the  cities  of  Stuttgart,  Heidelberg,  Blen- 
heim and  others,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
satisfied  to  return  to  his  adopted  country. 

In  1882  he  bought  an  interest  in  a  hardware 
establishment,  being  the  successor  of  Weldon  Broth- 
ers, who  had  failed  in  business,  having  established 
themselves  about  1880,  and  Mr.  Mayer  took  for 
his  partner  George  Meitzler.  They  deal  in  stovos, 
ranges,  house-furnishing  hardware,  etc.,  and  no 
business  man  of  the  city  has  been  more  fortunate 
in  establishing  and  maintaining  a  high  reputation, 
both  as  to  the  superiority  "of  the  goods  handled 
and  the  prompt  manner  in  which  all  orders  are 
filled.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  push  and  enterprise, 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  wants  of  the  trade, 
and  popular  alike  with  his  patrons  and  trade  com- 
petitors. 

Mr.  Mayer  was  married  in  October,  1856,  in 
Westonia,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Margaret  Schriter,  and 
in  time  a  family  of  five  children  gathered  about 


their  hearthstone:  Margaret  Lena,  wife  of  Homer 
Sewell;  Lj'dia,  who  is  unmarried;  Michael,  who  is 
clerking  in  a  store;  George,  who  is  attending  Nor- 
mal College;  and  Edward,  a  school  boy.  The 
building  in  which  Mr.  Mayer  is  doing  business  has 
a  frontage  of  one  hundred  and  six  feet,  contains 
five  stores  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  826,000. 
It  is  a  handsome  structure,  a  credit  to  the  town, 
and  speaks  in  an  eloquent  manner  as  to  Mr.  May- 
er's business  acumen. 


^f|  OHN  W.  SAGE.  Among  the  influential  and 
prominent  business  men  of  Rockville  is  he 
of  whom  we  write,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
the  real-estate  and  insurance  business  in  the 
city  of  Rockville.  His  life  is  one  well  worthy  of 
emulation,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present 
to  our  readers  this  record. 

Our  subject's  parents  are  Alexander  and  Maria 
II.  (Walker)  Sage,  the  former  of  whom  was  an 
earl}'  settler  of  Parke  County,  to  which  he  came 
from  Kentucky  about  the  year  1828.  His  birth 
occurred  near  Frankfort,  Ky.,  and  his  boyhood 
was  passed  on  the  farm.  After  his  marriage  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  carried 
on  a  farm  until  coming  to  Indiana.  On  his  arri- 
val in  this  county,  he  located  in  Howard  Town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  land,  devoting  himself  to 
its  improvement  until  about  the  \*ear  1846,  when 
he  sold  the  place,  going  to  Vigo  County.  There 
he  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  in  Lost  Creek 
Township,  where  he  passed  his  remaining  days, 
his  death  occurring  in  1853.  After  surviving  him 
for  several  years,  the  wife  and  mother  was  called 
from  the  shores  of  time  in  1862.  Mr.  Sage  was  a 
Democrat  in  political  principles.  Early  in  life  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  but  later 
joined  the  Congregational  denomination,  being 
ordained  a  minister  in  the  same  and  devoting  con- 
siderable of  his  time  to  preaching. 

John  W.  Sage  was  born  in  Howard  Township. 
Parke  County,  February  9,1837.  His  boyhood  days, 


710 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


which  were  spent  on  the  farm,  passed  without 
any  unusual  event,  and  perhaps  the  first  important 
change  was  when  he  entered  the  Waveland  Col- 
lege, at  Waveland,  Ind.  Upon  leaving  that  insti- 
tution of  learning  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
schools  of  Parke  County  for  nearly  three  years. 
He  then  entered  the  mercantile  business  at  Russell- 
ville,  Putnam  County,  where  he  was  located  for  a 
couple  of  years,  after  which,  going  to  Portland 
Mills,  Ind.,  he  was  there  occupied  in  the  same 
pursuit  for  about  a  year  and  a-half.  Next,  going 
to  Cincinnati,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Williams 
&  Co.,  dealers  in  hats,  caps,  furs  and  straw  goods. 
After  nine  months  of  faithful  service  with  that 
firm,  desiring  to  try  his  luck  in  the  West,  Mr.  Sage 
went  to  Nebraska,  first  locating  in  Nebraska  City, 
where  he  engaged  for  a  short  time  in  selling  goods, 
and  then  went  into  the  hotel  business.  This  was 
before  there  was  a  railroad  in  that  now  aggressive 
and  prosperous  Western  city.  In  1862  he  went 
to  Indianapolis  and  was  clerk  in  a  railroad  office 
for  two  years. 

Embarking  in  a  distinctly  different  avocation) 
Mr.  Sage  entered  the  employ  of  Col.  Irish  as  a 
traveling  correspondent.  Some  time  after  this, 
in  1858,  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Irish,  Mr.  Sage 
established  a  paper  which  he  named  the  Com- 
monwealth, which  is  still  in  existence  at  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  now  being  published  under  the  name  of  the 
Nebraska  State  Journal.  After  some  time  our 
subject  took  charge  of  the  Stale  Register,  which 
he  edited  for  a  year  and  a-half.  His  next  move 
was  to  Omaha,  where  he  took  a  position  on  the 
Omaha  Bee,  and  he  was  there  for  about  one  year  as 
traveling  correspondent.  During  the  time  of  the 
trouble  in  Nebraska  over  the  location  of  the  capital 
our  subject  reported  the  proceedings  for  the  press, 
which  letters  were  copied  in  papers  all  over  the 
United  States.  When  he  started  in  the  newspaper 
business  he  received  a  salary  of  only  $40  per 
month,  but  when  he  left  was  commanding  $1800 
per  year. 

Returning  from  the  West,  Mr.  .Sage  engaged  in 
various  businesses  for  about  six  months,  and  later 
clerked  in  a  hardware  store  some  two  years  and  was 
one  year  in  the  insurance  business.  He  was  sta- 
tioned in  Crawfordsville  during  this  time,  and  then 


became  a  resident  of  Rockville.  While  in  Ne- 
braska he  was  State  Agent  of  the  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  and  is  now  a  representative  for  the 
following  companies:  the  Ohio  Earmers';  the  Amer- 
ican, of  Philadelphia;  and  the  Fireman's  Fund,  of 
San  Francisco. 

While  in  Nebraska  City,  Miss  Sarah  E.Owen  was 
united  in  wedlock  with  our  subject,  the  ceremony 
taking  place  February  19,  1869.  Mrs.  Sage  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Owen,  who  had  formerly 
been  a  resident  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  union 
of  our  worthy  subject  and  wife  was  blessed  with 
four  children:  Minnie,  who  is  clerking  in  the  Stev- 
enson Dry  Goods  Co.;  Mabel,  a  graduate  of  the 
High  School  of  Rockville;  Maggie  and  Frank. 
The  loving  wife  and  mother  was  taken  seriously' 
ill  on  June  15,  1892,  and  died  on  the  13th  of  July 
following.  She  was  a  lady  of  refinement  and  cult- 
ure, one  who  by  her  many  lovable  qualities  had  won 
innumerable  friends.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Two  of  her  chil- 
dren belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  one 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  denomination.  Mr. 
Sage  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  local 
affairs  and  is  a  constant  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  justly  considered  one  of 
the  enterprising  business  men  of  the  place  and  has 
made  man}'  warm  friends  in  political,  social  and 
commercial  circles. 


^  AMES  N.  MILLER,  one  of  the  extensive 
and  well-to-do  farmers  of  Raccoon  Town- 
ship, Parke  Count}7,  was  born  on  the  farm 
'  east  of  the  one  on  which  he  now  resides. 
His  birth  occurred  October  11,  1827,  and  he  was 
the  second  son  of  Tobias  and  Margarette  (Robin- 
son) Miller.  Tobias  Miller  was  a  native  of  Frank- 
lin County,  Va.,  and  was  born  November  30,  1796, 
to  John  and  Phoebe  (McClure)  Miller,  who  were 
of  German  ancestry.  John  Miller  was  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  sons,  seven  of  whom  were  Dunkard 
preachers.     Their   names,   as   far   as  we  can  give , 
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were  Daniel,  Tobias,  Aaron,  Abram,  Isaac  and 
Jacob.  Of  these,  Aaron  was  one  of  the  foremost 
preachers  of  his  day  and  generation,  spending  his 
whole  life  in  the  ministry  in  his  native  State,  Vir- 
ginia, and  he  died  there  at  an  advanced  age.  The 
other  six  devoted  their  entire  lives  to  the  ministry. 
Tobias  went  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
died  at  a  good  old  age;  Daniel  lived  in  this  State 
until  he  was  quite  an  old  man,  and  then  went  to 
Monroe  County,  Iowa,  where  he  died. 

John,  who  was  the  grandfather  of  the  man 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  married  Miss  Phoebe 
McClure,  a  native  of  Virginia  and  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  with  their  family, 
consisting  of  four  children,  left  Virginia  in  1802 
and  removed  to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  where  they 
remained  three  years,  and  thence  to  Union  Count}', 
Ind.  John  was  a  potter  in  his  early  days,  and  he 
and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Dunkard 
Church,  as  were  all  the  earl}'  members  of  the  Miller 
family.  Tobias  Miller,  the  brother  of  our  subject's 
grandfather,  was  the  only  one  that  was  ever  known 
to  discard  the  faith  of  his  forefathers.  He  became 
a  Universalist  and  lived  and  died  in  that  faith. 
He  was  by  occupation  a  brick-mason  in  his  early 
life,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children  born 
to  John  and  Phoebe  (McClure)  Miller.  Their 
names  were  Jacob,  Poll}',  Tobias,  Barbara,  John, 
James,  Daniel  and  Abraham. 

Tobias  first  came  to  Parke  County  about  the  year 
1820.  Just  prior  to  this  time  he  was  married  to 
Jane  Walverton,  but  she  remained  at  home  while 
her  husband  located  and  raised  a  crop,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Union  County,  and  in  1821  came 
back  with  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and 
one  child,  Mary  Jane  by  name.  The  mother  and 
child  were  not  accustomed  to  the  hardships  of  pio- 
neer life,  and  it  was  not  long  before  they  were  ta- 
ken sick  and  died. 

January  8,  1824,  Mr.  Miller  married  Margaret 
Robinson,  who  was  next  to  the  youngest  of  six 
children,  whose  names  were  Andrew,  James,  Rob- 
ert, Betsey,  Margaret  and  Patsey.  The  father  of 
this  family,  Robert  Robinson,  was  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Miller  was 
born  near  Lebanon,  Ohio,  January  15,  1804,  and 
when  she  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  her  father 


removed  to  Vincennes,  Ind.  Of  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  our  subject's  father,  Jacob  died  in  Parke 
County  in  an  early  day;  Polly  married  Reuben 
Webster;  Barbara  married  Samuel  Davis,  and  died 
fifty  years  ago;  John  died  in  this  county  about 
1878;  James  died  in  Missouri  in  1861 ;  Daniel  died 
in  Iowa  in  1883;  and  Abraham  in  Union  County 
about  thirty  years  ago.  Of  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters of  our  subject,  John  R.  is  the  eldest,  and  is 
married  and  a  resident  of  Union  Township.  Phoebe 
Ann,  wife  of  Silas  Conley,  lived  in  Parke  County 
until  1880,  when  she  went  to  Hastings,  Neb., 
thence  to  Cass  County,  Mo.,  and  finally  settled  in 
Terra  Haute,  Ind.,  where  she  died  in  February 
of  1890.  Daniel  married  Sarah  Strange,  a  daugh- 
ter of  a  prominent  judge  of  Kansas  City,  for- 
merly a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His 
brother  was  a  noted  preacher  of  Indiana. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  on  the  farm 
where  he  first  settled,  in  August  of  1870,  his  wife 
following  six  years  later.  He  was  a  man  of  ordi- 
nary education  and  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of 
I  County  Commissioners  of  Parke  County,  serving 
for  eight  years.  He  also  served  as  Township  Trus- 
tee, and  was  for  fifteen  years  prior  to  his  death  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  and  his  wife  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  the  former 
was  a  life-long  Democrat. 

Mr.  Miller  of  this  sketch  received  a  limited 
education,  such  as  was  to  be  acquired  in  the  prim- 
itive schools  of  the  time.  However,  he  was  well 
enough  advanced  to  be  permitted  to  teach  school, 
which  he  did  for  several  terms.  He  was  for  a  time 
engaged  in  the  sawmill  business  with  his  brother 
Daniel,  but  his  life  occupation  has  been  that  of  a 
farmer. 

March  8,  1849,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  dishing  and  Hannah 
(Handy)  Snow,  who  was  born  March  18,  1826. 
Mrs.  Miller's  father  was  of  Scotch  descent,  but  was 
born  in  New  York  State  iu  1791,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Mrs.  Miller's  mother  was 
of  English  extraction  and  was  born  near  Allegany, 
N.  Y.,  in  1795.  Col.  Handy,  her  father,  received 
his  title  in  the  Warof  1812.  lie  was  the  father  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  Sarah  A.  was  the  seventh 
in  order  of    birth.     The  brothers  and  sisters  were 
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named  Abigail,  Mary,  John,  George,  William  B., 
Isaac  J.,  Minerva,  Hannah,  Benjamin  L.,  Madison 
M.  and  Betsey  J.  The  parents  of  these  children 
first  went  to  Illinois  from  New  York  in  flatboats 
in  1818,  settling  in  Clark  County,  and  in  1882 
located   permanently  in  Parke  County,  this  State. 

Our  subject  and  wife  have  been  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children:  Alice,  Joseph  A.,  Martha  J., 
Rosa  E.,  Maggie  A.,  John  R.,  Minerva  A.,  Sarah  D., 
Daniel  V.,  Luella,  Elizabeth,  George  C,  Richard 
and  Hannah  S.  One  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Miller 
is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  this  locality  and 
has  a  fine  farm  on  the  Big  Raccoon,  on  which 
are  located  a  number  of  fine  buildings.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  stock-raising. 

Since  nineteen  years  of  age  our  subject  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  contributes 
liberally  of  his  means  to  the  support  of  the  denom- 
ination at  Pleasant  Valley.  His  wife  has  been  a 
member  of  the  same  church  since  she  was  thirteen 
years  old.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Prohibition  and  People's  parties.  He  was  at  one 
time  a  Greenbacker,  and  has  during  his  entire  life- 
time been  a  strong  temperance  man. 


\YpjVENJAMIN  W.  NEWTON.  Among  the  lead- 
li^K\  ing  farmers,  stock-raisers  and  fruit-growers 
i/fM)  J]  of  Elorida  Township,  Parke  County,  the 
*&*  subject  of  this  sketch  holds  a  prominent 
position,  he  having  aided  largely  in  the  develop- 
ment of  its  agricultural  interests.  Whatever  he 
has  undertaken  has  been  done  thoroughly  and  well, 
and  his  present  possessions  are  both  extensive  and 
valuable.  His  farm  comprises  seventeen  hundred 
acres  of  splendid  farming  land,  which  he  rents  out 
in  tracts,  and  he  is  himself  located  on  one  hundred 
acres  of  his  possessions  on  section    17. 

Benjamin  Newton  was  born  near  South  Hamp- 
ton, Va.,  October  30,  1826,  to  William  and  Eliza 
(Barnes)  Newton.  The  father  was  born  in  the  same 
county  as  was  his  wife,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  three  sons  and  six   daughters,  of   whom  two  of 


the  latter  are  yet  living:  Linne,  wife  of  John 
Conner;  and  Harriet,  wife  of  John  Falls.  The  sons 
are  still  surviving,  and  are  Richard  N.;  Howard 
T.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Fair  City,  Mo.;  and  our 
subject. 

Our  subject  at  the  age  of  seven  years  came  to 
Indiana  from  South  Hampton  with  his  parents,  the 
trip  consuming  three  months.  The  father  died 
when  Benjamin  was  but  seventeen  years  old,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  support  the  family,  thus  having 
no  opportunity  to  obtain  an  education.  His  father 
was  a  poor  man,  never  able  to  own  more  than  one 
horse  at  a  time,  and  after  his  death  Benjamin  was 
the  sole  support  of  his  mother,  brothers  and  sisters. 
He  was  of  a  studious  turn  of  mind  and  greatly 
desired  an  education,  so  he  used  to  peel  hickory 
bark  to  burn  that  he  might  see  to  study,  and  by 
pursuing  his  studies  at  night  and  working  hard  by 
da}',  he  was  after  a  time  enabled  to  invest  in  a 
little  real  estate,  for  which  he  paid  by  trading  a 
mare  and  two  colts.  This  farm  comprised  forty 
acres  of  bluff  land  on  the  Raccoon  Creek,  which  he 
cultivated  as  best  he  could. 

October  10,  1850,  Mr.  Newton  of  this  sketch  was 
married  to  Miss  Melinda  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Margaret  (Shoemaker)  Lewis.  Mrs.  Newton 
was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living.  They  are: 
Sanford,  Mrs.  M.  Walker,  Emily,  Margaret,  Phiebe, 
David  and  Cyrus.  One  daughter  lives  in  Kansas, 
and  Cyrus  and  David  reside  in  Illinois.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Newton  came  to  Parke  County  from  Ohio 
in  a  covered  wagon,  in  which  they  lived  until  they 
could  clear  sufficient  ground  on  which  to  build  a 
house.  Her  father  died  in  1880,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  the  same  year.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Newton  were  born  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  except  Robert  M.,  who  died  December  2, 
1882,  of  heart  disease.  The  others  are:  Emily  J., 
who  married  Benjamin  J.  Ogden,  a  native  of  Parke 
County,  but  now  attending  school  at  Chicago; 
George  W.,  who  was  married  to  Ellen  Bound  in  De- 
cember, 1876;  John  R,  the  husband  of  Rachel  A. 
Bound;  Robert  B.,  Isaac  T.,  Margaret,  Edmond  A. 
and  Charles  V. 

Mr.  Newton  is  a  supporter  of  the  Prohibition 
party, and  was  formerly'  a  Democrat.     He  is  arh'li- 
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ated  with  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  Steward 
for  several  years  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  this 
county,  and  is  one  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  at 
Bridgeton.  The  family  is  endowed  with  musical 
talent,  and  four  of  its  members  are  now  organized 
into  what  is  known  as  the  Newton  Quartet.  The 
son,  Edmond,  is  employed  as  a  teacher  at  the  Rose- 
dale  school.  Charles  V.  taught  for  two  winters, 
but  has  retired  from  that  vocation,  and  Margaret 
is  studying  the  higher  branches,  and  has  taught  for 
nine  years  in  Parke  County.  He  of  whom  we 
write,  as  before  stated,  is  dealing  extensively  in 
stock-raising,  keeping  on  hand  a  fine  breed  of 
Shorthorn  cattle,  besides  two  imported  jacks, 
which  he  keeps  for  breeding  purposes. 

Mr.  Newton  has  developed  a  fine  character,  that 
wins  for  him  from  all  who  know  him  the  most  cor- 
dial admiration  and  regard. 


ylLLIAM  BUCHANAN,  a  valued  citizen 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  enter- 
prise, and  for  many  years  a  prominent 
and  very  successful  agriculturist  of  Montgomery 
County,  died  honored  and  regretted  by  all  who 
knew  him,  and  left  behind  him  as  a  precious  legacy 
for  his  children  and  their  descendants  the  spotless 
record  of  an  honest  and  upright  life.  Our  subject 
had  been  a  resident  of  Indiana  for  many. years 
prior  to  his  death,  but  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  Rockbridge 
County,  in  1810. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Buchanan  were  hardy 
Scotch,  trained  to  religious  duties  in  the  little 
Presbyterian  Churches  scattered  abroad  through- 
out Scotland,  and  when  they  journeyed  to  Amer- 
ica brought  with  them  the  habits  of  frugality  and 
industry,  which  soon  gained  them  a  modest  com- 
petence and  a  comfortable  home  in  their  adopted 
country.  John  Buchanan,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  native  of  the  South,  and  was  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va. 
William  remained  among  the  associations  of   his 


early  youth  until  he  reached  a  mature  age.  He 
received  the  benefit  of  a  good  common-school 
education  in  his  birthplace,  and  was  well  fitted  for 
the  battle  of  life,  when  he  came,  a  young  and  am- 
bitious man,  and  settled  in  Montgomery  County  in 
the  prosperous  year  of  1834,  at  which  time  the 
State  bank  and  its  various  branches  were  incor- 
porated. 

The  capital  possessed  by  our  subject  when  he 
located  in  his  new  home  consisted  of  a  generous 
stock  of  self-reliance  and  energy.  So  well  did  lie 
use  these  attributes  of  success,  that  in  two  years  of 
honest  exertion  he  had  earned  and  saved  enough 
money  to  make  a  profitable  investment  in  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres.  This  land,  just  east  of  Craw- 
fordsville,  he  bought  in  1836,  and  in  1842  in- 
creased his  holdings  by  the  purchase  of  a  farm  in 
Franklin  Township.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr. 
Buchanan  had  acquired,  by  wise  management,  a 
valuable  estate,  censistihg  of  an  entire  section  of 
fine  farming  land,  excellently  located  in  the  town- 
ship, and  he  also  owned  a  body  of  land  in  Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1838.  or  1839,  to 
Miss  Eliza  Beck,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Beck,  one 
of  the  old  pioneers  of  the  county.  This  estimable 
lady  was  widely  known  and  highly  respected,  and 
became  the  devoted  mother  of  eleven  children, 
five  of  whom  lived  to  bless  the  old  homestead  with 
their  presence  for  many  years.  The  sons  and 
daughters  who  survived  to  reach  adult  age  were 
John,  who  bravely  served  the  nation  in  the  Civil 
War,  and  after  its  close  became  a  great  traveler, 
journeying  about  for  twenty-two  years  and  mean- 
time visiting  every  attainable  portion  of  the 
world;  W.  A.,  a  successful  farmer,  located  near 
Darlington;  James  F.,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead;  Alice,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Lafollette; 
and  Annie  E.,  who  married  W.  B.  Mount,  of  Dar- 
lington. 

W.  A.  Buchanan,  the  second  surviving  son  of 
our  subject,  has  been  long  numbered  among  the 
representative  agriculturists  of  the  county.  This 
well-known  citizen,  bom  iu  1844,  has  been  a  con- 
stant resident  of  Montgomery  County,  his  finan- 
cial and  social  interests  mainly  centering  in  his 
native  place.  Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  three 
hundred    and    twenty  acres  of    highly   improved 


714 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


land  near  Darlington,  and  has  won  an  enviable 
record  as  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  farmer. 
In  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Shumaker,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: Charles  A.,  who  is  deceased;  Minnie,  the 
wife  of  William  Van  Nice;  and  one  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Elizabeth  Buchanan  did  not  survive  her  mar- 
riage man j'  years,  and  some  time  after  his  early 
bereavement  Mr.  Buchanan  married  Miss  Alice 
McNeely,  in  1875.  Their  children, ranging  in  age 
from  infancy  to  dawning  manhood,  are  Wallace, 
Alpha,  Bessie,  John  C,  June,  Jennie,  and  last,  but 
not  least  in  the  affections  of  the  family,  comes  the 
youngest,  at  this  date  yet  in  early  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Buchanan  are  liberal  supporters  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  among  its  prominent 
and  efficient  members.  Our  subject  is  fraternally 
associated  with  the  Masons,  and  as  a  member  of 
that  honored  body  has  always  been  above  reproach. 
Mr.  Buchanan  is  a  Democrat,  and  advocates  the 
principles  of  the  party,  but  he  is  liberal  in  senti- 
ment and  calm  in  judgment,  and  always  casts  his 
vote  in  national  and  local  elections  for  the  man 
he  firmly  believes  will  best  serve  the  country  in 
the  duties  of  the  public  position  to  which  he  may 
be  called. 


J 


JOHN  ROADES,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
I  write,  whose  pleasant  home  is  to  be  found  in 
!  Wabash  Township,  is  descended  from  a  well- 
known  and  high-minded  family,  the  major- 
ity of  the  members  of  which  have  been  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil,  an  occupation  to  which  John 
Roades  has  given  his  undivided  attention  for 
many  years,  and  has  been  one  of  its  successful  fol- 
lowers. He  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
February  24,  1820,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Fox) 
Roades,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  latter  in  Ohio.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children,  of  whom   John  was  the 


eldest,  the  other  two  members  of  the  family  being 
Henry,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1822,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Byers,  by  whom  he  has  oae  child. 
He  commenced  the  occupation  of  n  tailor  in  1837. 
Polly  Ann  is  married,  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, and  resides  in  Indiana.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  Jacob  Roades  took  for  his  second 
wife  a  Miss  Reas,  who  was  born  and  spent  her  life 
in  Fountain  County.  Their  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: George,  born  in  this  county;  Samuel,  who 
was  born  in  this  county,  married  a  Miss  Hill,  and 
is  a  farmer  near  Cross  Port;  Joseph  was  also  born 
here,  is  married,  and  is  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil; 
Elizabeth  is  married  and  is  a  resident  of  Fountain 
County;  and  Anna  is  also  married. 

The  Roades  family  is  of  German  descent,  but 
since  the  early  Colonial  days  of  this  country  have 
been  represented  in  America,  where  they  have  ever 
been  honorable  and  useful  citizens.  In  1812,  John 
Roades'  grandfather  was  engaged  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  buying  horses  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  In  1847 
John  Roades,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  Graham, 
their  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  one  child. 
His  wife  died  in  1849,  and  on  the  17th  of  October, 
1851,  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Wolf,  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  these  children:  Henry,  who 
was  born  in  1852;  Sylvester  in  1855;  Ellen,  who 
was  born  in  1857,  and  became  the  wife  of  John 
Lewis;  Harriet  E.,  who  was  born  in  1859,  and 
married  Charles  Marlette,  by  whom  she  has  one 
child,  and  is  residing  in  Fountain  County;  Mary 
A.,  who  was  born  in  1861,  and  is  residing  at  home; 
Amanda  R.,  who  was  born  in  1865;  John,  who  was 
born  in  1867,  and  is  at  home;  Viola,  who  was  born 
in  1870,  and  is  the  wife  of  P.  E.  Townsley;  and 
Emma  J.,  who  was  born  in  1874,  and  died  Janu- 
ary 15,  1892. 

John  Roades  never  attended  school  in  Indiana, 
but  by  contact  with  the  business  affairs  of  life  he 
has  become  an  exceptionally  well-informed  man, 
and  possesses  a  large  fund  of  useful  knowledge. 
He  determined  to  make  the  calling  of  agriculture 
his  occupation  through  life,  and  he  at  once  settled 
on  some  land  and  purchased  some  stock.  His  real 
estate  at  first  amounted  to  only  forty  acres,  but 
he  continued  to  add  to  it  from  time   to   time,  and 
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has  now  become  the  owner  of  a  valuable  estate 
consisting  of  three  hundred  and  fift\--one  acres,  in 
the  management  of  which  he  has  shown  much  dis- 
criminating judgment  and  practical  knowledge. 
His  land  was  at  first  covered  with  heavy  timber, 
but  with  the  energy  and  determination  that  have 
ever  characterized  his  proceedings,  he  wielded  his 
axe  to  such  purpose  that  he  soon  had  a  goodly  tract 
ready  for  the  plow.  His  farm  is  very  neatly  kept, 
the  buildings  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  it  is 
but  necessary  to  glance  over  his  fine  property  to 
at  once  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  man  of  en- 
terprise has  control  of  the  reins.  He  and  his 
worthy  wife  are  church  members,  and  he  has  al- 
ways been  a  liberal  supporter  of  religious  and 
educational  institutions.  He  is  a  Republican,  po- 
litically, and  has  ably  filled  the  office  of  County 
Supervisor. 


»^> 


MHOMAS  E.  NOLAN,  proprietor  of  the  Sher- 
man House  at  Crawfordsville,  possesses  the 
requisite  qualities  of  a  Boniface  to  an  emi- 
nent degree,  and  enjo3-s  the  high  regard  of  the 
traveling  public.  Eirst-class  accommodations  are 
furnished  by  the  hotel,  and  the  table  service  is  of 
a  character  not  surpassed,  if  equalled,  by  any 
house  with  the  same  rates  in  the  State.  The  hotel 
contains  twenty-eight  rooms,  well  furnished  and 
neatly  kept,  for  the  accommodation  of  its  guests. 
Notwithstanding  the  high  character  of  the  accom- 
modations, the  rates  are  only  $1  per  day,  and  meal 
tickets  are  sold  for  $3.50.  The  weary  traveler 
who  once  seeks  rest  within  this  pleasant  hostehy 
invariably  returns  to  it  upon  a  second  visit  to 
Crawfordsville. 

A  native  of   Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  our  subject 
was  born  Juty  25,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and 


Ann  (Kelly)  Nolan,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Ireland,  the  foimer  emigrating  to  the  United  States 
when  a  young  man.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Michael  Kelly,  emigrated  to  Canada 
when  his  daughter  Ann  was  a  young  girl,  and 
later  came  to  Crawfordsville.  where  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business.  He  also  worked  on  a  canal 
at  La  Fayette.  His  death  occurred  in  Crawfords- 
ville in  1874.  James  Nolan  came  to  this  city  as  a 
contractor  on  the  New  Albany  Railroad,  with  head- 
quarters at  Crawfordsville,  and  built  several  miles 
of  that  road.  Subsequently  lie  was  engaged  as 
contractor  on  the  Yandalia  Line,  and  also  on  the 
main  line.  In  Terre  Haute,  this  State,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Ann  Kelly,  who  still 
makes  her  home  in  Crawfordsville.  He  died  in 
1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  j'ears. 

In  the  family  of  James  and  Ann  Nolan  there 
were  five  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  childhood; 
John  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  Sallie 
when  sixteen.  The  only  survivor  is  Thomas  E., 
the  subject  of  this  notice.  From  boyhood  he  has 
been  in  the  hotel  business  and  is  familiar  with 
eveiy  line  of  the  work.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  assisted  his  mother  in  conducting  the  National 
House,  and  continued  in  that  connection  for  two 
years.  He  was  with  the  "Kobbins"  for  one  year 
and  the  "Sherman"  nineteen  years.  His  mother 
resided  with  him  until  his  marriage  and  still  re- 
tains the  ownership  of  the  property, 

In  his  social  connections,  Mr.Nolan  is  identified 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Uniformed  Rank. 
While  he  is  not  an  active  partisan,  and  has  never 
desired  official  positions,  he  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  local  political  affairs,  and  is  a  stanch  ad- 
herent of  Democratic  principles.  In  his  religious 
belief,  he  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Bernard  Catholic 
Church.  His  marriage  occurred  April  11,  1883, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Lizzie  Bane,  of  La  Fay- 
ette, Ind.,  an  amiable  lady  whose  active  coopera- 
tion has  been  invaluable  to  her  husband,  and 
whose  social  position  is  one  of  prominence. 
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Si  in  merman,  James 110 

Sines,  G.  F 627 

Skceters,  Samuel Oil 

Small,  John 705 

Smith,  J.  E 550 

Smock.  Alexander 570 

Snyder,  Hon.  E.  C 579 

Snyder,  J.  M 304 

Sparks,  J.  T.,  M.  D 084 

Spence,  J.  H 319 

Spencer,  G.  W 271 

Spencer,  P.  G 153 

Stafford .  Rev.  G.  VV 179 

Stephenson,  J.  M 074 

Stevenson,  W.N 304 

Stever,  Davis 273 

Stilwell.Capt.  S.  A 248 

Stipe,  John 490 

Stone,  VV.  E 482 

Stone,  W.  O.,  At.  D 508 

Stoner.S.  D 441 

Stout,  W.  R.,  M.D 259 

Stover,  A.  H 40G 

Strain,  W.  P 442 

Straughan,  Frank 184 

Straughan,  K  K..AI.  D 511 

Straughan,  J.  VV..  M.  D 655 

Strouse,  I.  R 365 

Stryker,  C.  W 138 

Stump,  R.  W 602 

Stucker,  James 591 

Swaim,  Jonathan 575 

Swindler,  William oho 

Switzer,  A.  C 569 


Taylor,  Zachary 

Ten  Brook,  C.  At 

Ten  Brook,  William 

Thompson,  S.  H.  D 

Thomson,  Alexander.. 
Thomson,  Rev.  James. 

Thorpe,  Zollie 

Trevey.D.  S 

Trout,  Hannibal 

Tuttle,  J.  F 

Tyler,  John 


Utterback,  J.  VV. 


Van  Buren,  Martin  

Van  Cleave,  E.  L.,  At.  D. 
Vancleave,  Jonathan. . . 
Van  Cleave,  Rev.  M.  At. . 


w 


,  l.F. 


Walker,  Will 
Walter,  J.  P. 
Warm,  J.  At. 
Ware,  J.  P.. 
Warfel,  Prof 


.'<:. 


Warner,  Henry 647 

Warner,  James 306 

Warner,  John 632 

Warrick,  John 440 

Washington,  George 19 

Waugh,  M.  B 267 

Webb.  David 067 

Webb,  F.L 487 

Webster,  Daniel 199 

Wegle,  George 077 

Weir,  John 356 

Welch,  Rev.  Frank 230 

Wellington,  Prof.  I.  At 704 

White,  Hon.  M.  D 141 

Whitehall,  N.N 612 

Whittington,  T.  G 130 

Wirt,  J.  P 648 

Wilcox,  Levi 009 

Wilmer,  Rev.  William 489 

Wilson,  J.  W 411 

Wilson,  T.  J 268 

Wolfe,  A.  J 215 

Woody,  J.  31 357 

Woody,  VV.  C 358 

Wren,  J.  F 302 

Wright,  VV.  A 601 


Zuuk,  Prof.  J.  S. 


:','.:, 


PORTRAITS. 


Adams,  John 22 

Adams,  John  Q 38 

Arthur,  Chester  A ...  98 

Buchanan,  Alexander 244 

Buchanan,  James 74 

Burlington,,!.  C,  M.  D 484 

Builc.nl,  Henry 564 

Campbell,  J.  T 328 

i  lausey,  Thomas 254 

Causey,  Airs.  Linda 255 

Clark,  Robert 554 

Cleveland,  S.  Grovcr 102 

Crane,  B.  F 424 

i  IrookSi  James,  M.  D 350 

Davis,  Abigail 474 

Davis,  Thomas 134 

Fillmore,  Millard 66 

Flaningam,  Archibald 531 

Allen,  Jackson . 583 

Curtis,  Daniel .623 

Journal  Building 641 


Fullenw  ider,  J.N 338 

Fullenwider,  Mrs.  M.  A 330 

Fullinwider,  David 234 

Garfield,  James  A 94 

Grant,  U.  S 86 

Goben,  J.  L 172 

Harrison,  Benjamin 106 

Harrison,  W.  H 50 

Harshbarger,  J.  M 372 

Hayes,  R.  B 90 

Hess,  Asa 276 

Hess,  Airs.  Asa 277 

Button,  Edward 594 

Jacks,  G.  VV 104 

Jackson,  Andrew 42 

Jefferson,  Thomas 20 

Johnson,  Andrew 82 

Johnson,  F.  N 524 


Johnston,  Hon.  J.  T. 

Lehr,  T.  J 

Lincoln,  Abraham . . 
Lockridge.  J.  VV. . . . 

Loop,  Andrew 

Luse,  Jacob 

Luse.  Mrs.  Jacob. . . . 
Lynch,  J.  Y.,  At.  D. . 
Atadison,  Janie.s..  .. 
Alanson,  Gen.  AI.  D,. 

Martin,  J.  S 

Martin,  Mrs.  J.  S 

Mitchell,  John 

Mitchell,  Robert 

Monroe,  James 

Nichols,  J.  M 

I  n  I'Tiuan,  Lewis. . 
Pierce,  Franklin.. . . 
Peterson,  Silas 


ATIIEJ-WS. 


Laverty,  Aquila, . . 
Montgomery,  David. 

Newton,  R.  N 


Payton.Th  imi 

Rice,  William. 
Spencer,  P.  G. 


Polk,  J.  K 58 

Puett,  Alexander 544 

Redenbaugh,  Jeremiah 444 

Rice,  H.  J.,  AI.  D 192 

Rice,  Mrs.  H.  J 193 

Ross.G   VV 288 

Seybold,.!.  N 491 

Spence.  J.  H "18 

Spencer,  P.  G 152 

Slipc  John too 

Straughan,  J.  VV.,  VI.  D 654 

Swaim.  Jonathan 574 

Taylor,  Zachary 62 

Tyler,  John 54 

Van  Buren,  Martin 40 

Washington,  George 18 

Waugh.  M.  B 200 

White,  Hon.  At.  D 140 

Wolfe,  A.  J 214 

Zuek,  Prof.  J.  S 182 


Stump,  R.  VV. 

Warner.  Jam. 
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